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GOLD  COAST.  Oou»  Coast. 


No.1. 


OoTemor  W.  Beandfobd  Qritfith^'^C.M.G.i  to  the  Right  Hon* 
Edwabd  Stanhope,  M.P. 

Qovernment  House,  Christianeborg  Castle^ 
Sib,  Accra,  January  7,  1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Despatch  of  the  19th  of  November,  in  which  you  request  to  be 
informed  whether  the  Colonial  Secretary  before  cominjz  away  on 
leave  furnished  me  with  a  report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Gold 
Coast  Colony  for  1884,  as,  if  so,  it  had  not  been  sent  home. 

2.  The  report  referred  to  was  ftirnished  to  me,  and  I  have  the 
honour  to  transmit  it  herewith.  It  is  dated  8th  of  December 
1885,  but  I  did  not  receive  it  until  some  time  afterwards^  and  laid 
it  by,  intending  to  comment  on  some  of  the  remarks  it  contuned 
and  then  send  it  on,  but  owing  to  my  visit  to  Aburi  in  February 
last,  by  oversight  the  document  was  put  away,  and  when  after- 
wards it  turned  up  I  thought  that  as  it  was  of  such  old  date,  and 
the  report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  1886  would  shortly  be  written, 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  to  send  it  on*  In  the  circumstances 
I  regret  that  it  waa  not  forwarded  earlier. 

I  baye^  &o» 
(Signed)       W.  Bbakdfobd  Gbiftith, 

Goyemor. 
The  Bight  Hon. 
Edward  Stanhope,  M.P» 
&c.  &c. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Chrisdansboxg, 
Sib,  Accra,  December  8,  1885. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  my  report  upon  the  Blue 
Book  for  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  for  the  year  1884. 

o    ffoiss.       Wt.201S0.  ^  2 
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QoLD  CoABt.  Taxes,  Duties^  and  Fees. 

No  changetf  have  been  made  in  these  sources  of  supply  since  the 
compilation  of  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1883. 
The  customs  tari£&  introduced  in  1877  and  the  licenses  in  1875 
are  the  same  now  as  have  been  in  force  s^ince  those  years,  but  the 
time  has  now  arrived  when  a  revision  of  some  of  them  might  be 
taken  into  consideration  Veith  a  view  to  modifications  being  effected. 
In  a  coast  line  like  that  of  the  Gold  Coast,  extending  about  350 
miles  in  length,  containing  26  ports  of  entry  and  24  sufferance 
wharvesj  wim  many  mixed  communities  of  tribes  inside  it,  having 
different  and  often  divergent  iziiding  interests^  it  is  not  an  easy 
thing  to  foreshadow  what  these  modifications  should  be  in  order 
that  they  may  benefit  the  people  we  govern  and  secure  (which  is 
all  important)  that  cohesion  between  ourselves  and  the  large 
countries  of  the  interior  outside  our  jurisdiciion  which  will  advance 
the  prospects  of  the  Colony. 

With  a  view  to  improving  in  like  manner  the  prospects  of  Lagos, 
the  customs  duties  at  present  in  force  there  might  likewise  be 
considered  in  order  to  such  a  revision  of  them  as  must  tend  to  the 
advantage  of  our  commercial  interests  generally  in  those  parts,  and 
the  maintenance  and  benefit  in  our  own  hands  of  the  trade  with 
the  Mahommedan  kingdoms  of  that  part  of  the  interior  of  West 
Afiica  where,  although  a  long  way  ofi^  the  British  name  is  held  in 
paramount  reverence^  and  from  whence  when  the  roads  are  opened 
up  to  legitimate  commerce  a  lai^e  business  will  be  introduced  to 
European  and  native  merchants  Uving  under  the  protection  of  our 
flag  in  those  parts  of  the  Gulf  of  Guinea. 

As  concerns  the  Gold  Coast  proper  the  issue  of  an  authority  to 
the  officer  at  the  head  of  the  department  of  the  customs  directing 
him  to  consult  wil4i  the  different  local  comm^cial  houses  would 
be  founds  I  believe,  to  learf  to  a  result  which  would  be  of  assistance 
to  the  Government,  since  lie  would  record  their  experiences  and 
yiews^  those  of  natives  also,  pud  generally  collect  evidence  bearing 
upon  the  subject  tp  meeijt  tlie  id^red  cpndittqus  of  our  trade  here 
reporting  in  due  course  to  yoiir'  Excellency  Upon  the  complicated 
subject. 

The  remission,  however,  of  customs  duties^y^n  building  materials 
is  an  instance  which,  in  my  judgment,  might  at  once  be  submitted 
to  the  Legislative  Council  for  consideration  and  recommendation 
in  order  that  well-to-do  native  members  of  the  community  might 
see  their  way,  in  these  hard  limes,  to  import  materials  for  erecting 
an  improved  class  of  dwelh'ng  free  of  the  ad  valorem  duty  of  4  per 
cent  Another  instance  is  that  of  the  custom  duty  imposed  upon 
imported  food.  If  the  article  of  food  were  relieved  of  this  duty 
it  would  certainly  contribute  a  little  to  the  benefit  of  the  people 
who  at  present  rely  upon  their  purchases  of  imported  breadstu&s 
and  rice<    I  should  like  to  see  food  relieved  of  taxation. 
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Revenue  and  Expenditure.  X^olp  OoAjg 

The  net  revenue  under         £         s.    d.        £        $.     d. 
the  head  of-~ 

Fixed  revenue  was  -  I675638  6  9 
Incidental     receipts 

was         -  .-        6,628     8  11 

Receipts  in   aid    of 

revenues  was  -  10,721  4  6 
Ck)ntributing  a  gross 

revenue  of  -  -  -     183,887  19     2 

The  expenditure  under — 
Civil  establishments 

was        -  -       93,893  10    4 

Pensions  was  -        3,631     1     2 

Miscellaneous    ser- 
vices was  60,115  19     0 

Making  a  gross  total 
expenditure  of  -  -  -    157,640  10    6 

Shewing     a     diffe- 
rence in  favour  of  ■ 


net  revenue  of    -  .  -      26,247     8    8 


It  will  be  seen  upon  reference  to  Return  D.  in  the  Blue  Book 
under  review  that  tne  excess  of  net  revenue  over  expenditure  in 
1883  was  19,0382.  1^.,  showing  an  jadvance  in  revenue  in  1884 
over  expenditure  of  7,209/.  Ta.  8d,  which  goes  to  establish  a  satis- 
factory state  of  affairs. 

The  item  most  worthy  of  notice  in  the  comparative  yearly 
statement  of  the  revenue  is  an  increase  in  the  amounts  collected 
by  the  customs  in  the  year  1884,  amounting  to  26,924Z.  I85.  6<f., 
which  may  be  said  to  be  due  to  an  increase  of  the  trade  of  the 
Colony. 

The  returns  show  further  thai  whilst  the  revenue  rose  from 
156,2062.  12*.  7  A  in  1883  to  183,887/.  19s.  2iin  1884,  showing  an 
increase  of  27 ,68 1  /.  6«.  Id.  the  expenditure  rose  from  1 37,1 68  /.  1 1 «.  7rf. 
in  1883  to  157,640/.  10*.  %d.  in  1884,  showing  an  increase  of 
expenditure  amounting  to  20,471/.  185*  11(2.,  which  is  considerable, 
but  appears  to  be  due  in  the  main  to  an  increase  of  establishments 
and  to  repairs  of  roads  and  Government  buildings.  There  is, 
however,  one  other  itein  assisting  to  make  up  this  excess  of  expen- 
diture, and  that  is  an  item  of  4,765/.  6*.,  being  ''  refund  of 
duties  "  at  Lagos,  which  is  the  actual  result  of  an  increase  of  trade 
there! 

There  are  no  export  duties  in  tliis  Colony. 
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Gold  Coast.  Local  Revenue. 


There  are  no  municipal  authorities  in  the  Colony,  and  no  reyenne 
haa  been  raised  under  this  head  since  the  time  of  the  poll  tax 
which  was  not  enforced  since  the  year  I860. 


PubKc  Debt 

There  is  no  public  debt  in  the  Colony^  the  balance  of  the  old 
Imperial  grant  having  been  paid  off  in  1879. 


Military  Expenditure. 

There  is  but  one  military  station  in  the  Colony,  and  that  is  at 
Cape  Coast  Castle,  which  is  garrisoned  by  a  company  of  the  West 
India  Begiment,  detached  for  that  duty  frem  Sierra  Leone.  Until 
quite  lately  there  were  two  companies  of  the  West  India  Begi- 
ment at  Cape  Coast  Castle. 

The  other  defensive  force  of  the  Colony  is  the  Gold  Coast 
Constabulary  with  a  total  of  all  ranks  of  I>206. 

£  $.  d. 
The  cost  in  1884  to  the  Colony  of 

thelmperialforcebeforementioned 

at  Cape  Castle  was         -  -  127  13     0 

That  ofthe  Gold  Coast  Constabulary      38,556  14     8 

Total  -  •  .      38,684    7     8 

This  amount  (127/.  13^.)  simply  represents  the  commutation 
allowance  calculated  at  the  rate  of  6cf.  per  diem  for  each  oj£cer 
and  6d  per  month  for  each  man  in  the  (brce  granted  in  lieu  of  or 
as  a  drawback  for  customs  duties  paid  on  wines  and  spirits  imported 
for  use  of  the  troops.  In  addition  to  this  the  occupation  of  the 
Castle  is  given  free  of  rent.  The  cost  to  the  Imperial  Government 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  troops  during  the  year  1884  was 
11,4692.  4s.  \\d,y  which  is  the  local  expenditure,  and  does  not 
include  (1)  the  cost  of  clothing,  arms,  and  accoutrements ;  (2)  cost 
of  preserved  meat  and  biscuit  sent  from  England ;  (3)  passages  of 
officers  from  England ;  (4)  cost  of  miscellaneous  and  ordnance 
stores. 

Public  Works. 

The  expenditure  hereunder  was  14,037iL  \b$.  2dl,  as  against,  in 
1883,  9,103/.  lOs.  2d. 

The  excess  of  expenditure  was  mainly  on  account  of  <*  current 
"  repairs  and  maintenance  of  public  buildings  and  roads,  streets, 
"  and  bridges." 
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Legitlatioru 

Nineteen  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year  1884. 

The  principal  ones  were : — 

Na  2. — ^An  Ordinance  to  organise  and  establish  a  volunteer 
force  in  the  Oold  Coast  Colony* 

Ko.  4 — An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  importation  and  storage 
of  explosives  within  the  Oold  Coast  Colony, 

No.  14. — An  Ordinance  for  regulating  die  law  of  marriage. 

No.  16. — An  Ordinance  to  control  recruiting  in  the  GK>ld  Coast 
Colony  for  the  service  of  foreign  states. 

Of  the  remaining  15,  three  were  deportation  Ordinances,  two 
referred  to  local  departmental  matters^  two  were  additional 
'*  supply  "for  1884  and  '^  supply  j"  18865  and  the  remaining  eight 
were  ''supplementary  supply"  for  the  four  years  immediately 
preceding  1884,    Arrears  of  work. 


Councils  and  Assemblies. 

Since  the  head  quarter  seat  of  Government  is  at  Christiansbore, 
near  Accra,  and  tne  senior  officer  commanding  Her  Majesi^s 
regular  troops  is  always  quartered  at  Cape  Coast  Castle,  it  has 
not  been  found  easy  for  the  Councils  to  have  the  benefit  at  their 
sittings  of  the  attendance  of  the  officer  commanding  Her  Majesty's 
troops.  The  distance  between  Cape  Coast  Castle  and  Cbristians- 
borg,  some  70  miles,  the  slowness  and  inconveniences  of  the 
oommnnication  by  land  between  the  two  stations,  together  with 
the  unreliable  time  of  departure  and  arrival  of  the  mau  steamers, 
must  be  deemed  as  responsible  for  this  state  of  things,  but  in 
course  of  time  a  change  may  be  possible. 


Civil  Establishment 

The  most  notable  change  hereunder  was  the  appointment  of 
the  late  Mr.  W.  A.  G.  loung,  C.M.G.,  to  be  Governor  and 
Commander-in-ChieF,  who  landm  at  Accra  from  England  on  the 
20th  March  1884,  relieving  Governor  Sir  Samuel  Rowe,  K.C.M.O., 
in  the  duties  of  the  charge  of  the  government  by  his  assumption 
of  the  same  that  day. 

Other  changes  and  promotions  took  place  amongst  the  European 
staff  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  1884  in  consequence  of 
advancements  and  removals  to  other  Colonies  and  retirements. 

The  office  of  Colonial  Surgeon  on  the  Gold  Coast  ceased  in 
favour  of  the  new  appointment  of  ^' Chief  Medical  Officer^*' 
possessing  the  more  extended  powers  of  control  over  the  medical 
staff  of  Lagos. 

The  department  of  the  Audit  Office  was  increased  by  the 
appointment  of  an  Assistant  Auditor  and  an  Elxaminer  of  Accounts, 
but  the  former  officer  only  arrived  out  here  during  the  year« 


Gold  Coast. 
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Qou>  CoAtT.       There  was  one  death  only  in  1884  amongst  the  European  staff, 
*■**■        and  it  was  that  of  Deputy  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary  H.  W. 
Woodcock. 

Population,  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  estimate  with  accuracy  the  population 
of  the  entire  Colony  as  no  means  exist  whereby  a  census  could  be 
taken  of  the  Gold  Coast  Settlement,  the  natives  of  which  are 
suspidous  of  their  numbers  being  counted,  having,  perhaps,  a 
lively  recollection  of  the  old  days  when  the  poll  tax  was  in  force, 
besides  which  there  are  many  other  practicssd  difficulties  in  the 
way  of  taking  a  census  of  the  Qt)ld  Coast,  even  8uppo8in<r  that 
the  native  was  not  adverse  to  if.  The  population  of  the  Colony 
is,  of  course,  considerable,  and  I  think  may  be  guessed  to  be  not 
less  than  475,000. 

In  a  country  like  that  of  the  settlement  of  the  Gold  Coast, 
where  the  masses  of  the  peoples  dwelling  upon  its  area  are  not 
Christian  and  polygamy  prevails  so  generally  throughout  it,  it  is 
not  possible  to  tell  what  number  of  native  marriages  periodically 
tftke  place,  and,  owing  to  like  difficulties,  it  is  not  possible  to  tell 
the  numbers  of  births  and  deaths.  As  regards  Christian  marriages 
the  Marriage  Ordinance  of  1884  when  brought  into  operation 
will  naturaJly  assist  in  the  way  of  facilitating  the  collection  of 
Statistics  so  far  as  Christians  are  concerned. 


Ecclesiastical. 

There  are  about  1 17  churches  and  chapels  in  the  Colony,  or  build- 
ings used  as  such.  The  denominations  are  Protestant,  Wesleyan, 
Aoman  Catholic,  Basel  German  Evangelical,  Protestant  North 
German  Mission,  and  Baptist, and  the  number  of  persons  generally 
attending  the  services  amount  to  about  twenty  thousand  (20,000), 
yet  there  is  no  Protestant  church  at  the  head  quarter  seat  of 
Government  at  Christiansborg.  The  Government  staff  quartered 
in  Accra,  New  Site,  and  Christiansborg  have  no  church  to  go  to 
unless  to  the  court  house  in  Accra,  which  is  not  a  church,  and 
have  no  regularly  appointed  clergyman  to  administer  to  their 
requirements,  there  bemg  no  clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England 
nearer  to  headquarters,  Christiansborg,  than  the  chaplain  residing 
at  Cape  Coast,  about  70  miles  off.  It  is  a  gloomy  circumstance 
to  put  on  record  that  in  the  cases  of  officers  resident  at  Accra, 
New  Site,  or  Christiansborg  there  is  no  minister  of  the  religion  of 
the  Church  of  England  to  attend  the  sick  officer  at  his  bedside  or 
to  bury  him  in  case  of  death  ;  the  conduct  of  funeral  ceremonies 
in  such  cases  being  freely  performed  by  a  member  of  the  Basel 
Evangelical  Mission. 

As  regards  the  service  of  the  Church  of  England,  which  is  held 
under  a  layman  in  the  court  house  at  Accra  on  Sundays,  it  is 
worthy  of  notice  that  under  the  voluntary  efforts  of  a  very  few  of 
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the  churcli  members  of  the  native  community^  constituting  a  very  Oold  Coast. 

small  congregation  indeed^  no  less  a  sum  than  from  60/.  to  1007.         

per  annum  yearly  has  been  collected  during  the  past  five  years 
towards  the  expenditure  incidental  to  such  Sunday  services. 
During  week  days  the  court  house,  as  its  name  implies,  is  occupied 
for  llie  disposition  of  police  cases  before  a  magistrate.  It  may  be 
matter  for  consideration  whether  the  local  Government  might  not 
take  the  matter  up  by  providing  a  better  building  and  money 
enough  for  the  salary  of  a  European  clergyman  to  carry  on  and 
increase  the  work  thus  begun  by  a  very  few  of  the  native  people. 
Doubtless  if  the  Bishop  found  it  possible  to  pay  more  frequent 
visitations  to  the  Gold  Coast  and  to  remain  longer  on  each  such 
occasion  this  want  would  have  been  recognised  and  represented 
by  his  Lordship  long  ago.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  may  more 
oftener  see  the  Bishop  amongst  us^  as  his  presence  would  doubtless 
tend  to  an  improved  state  of  afffdrs. 


Education. 

Judging  from  the  returns  before  me  under  this  head^  consider- 
able effort  is  being  made  in  the  cause  of  education.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  and,  I  think,  expected  that  the  working  of  the  Education 
Ordinance  of  1883,  and  the  efforts  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools, 
the  Rev.  M.  Sunter,  M.A.,  will  soon  show  a  marked  and  decided 
progress,  if  the  scheme  of  this  Ordinance,  which  provides  for  the 
frequent  inspections  of  our  schools,  and  the  supervision  and 
direction  of  the  officers  in  charge  of  them  is  carried  out ;  but  up 
to  the  present,  owing  to  various  causes,  the  Inspector  of  Schools 
has  been  prevented  from  giving  such  attention  to  this  Colony  as 
is  necessary. 

Imports  and  Exports, 

The  total  imports  from — 

£         s,  d. 

United  Kingdom  were              -        741,948     0  5 

British  Colonies           -             -               623     1  10 

Foreign  and  adjacent  countries         322,988  10  11 

Total     -  -     1,065,559  13     2 

The  total  exports  to — 

£  s.  d. 

United  Kingdom  were              -       580,681  6  0 

British  Colonies          -                          2,322  17  6 

Foreign  and  adjacent  countries        556,638  3  2 

Total     .  -     1,139,642     6     8 
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Gold  Coast.  I  have  myself  seen  imports  of  tliese  descriptions  in  the  market- 
places  of  tlie  interior  outside  our  jurisdiction. 

From  this  it  appears  that  the  imports  from  United  Kingdom 
are  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  total  imports^  Germany  and  the 
United  States  contributing  largely  to  the  remaining  25  per 
cent 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  were  about  60  per  cent 
of  the  total  exports.  Of  the  remaining  50  per  cent  Germany 
took  about  36  per  cent. 

When  these  figures  are  examined^  and  it  is  remembered  that 
trade  with  the  interior  has  long  been  interrupted  by  wai*8j  by 
anarchy  and  disorder^  they  point  to  a  hopeful  state  of  commerce 
in  the  future^  to  the  time  in  the  history  of  the  Colony,  which  is 
sure  to  come  when  the  nations  and  tribes  of  the  interior,  tired  of 
their  intrigues,  their  little  wars  and  machinations,  but  assisted  at 
the  same  time  by  our  strong  moral  influence,  will  be  restored  to  a 
more  tranquil  and  a  more  money-making  state  of  existence  inter 
se  ;  when  by  the  construction,  maintenance,  and  keeping  open  the 
roads,  coupled  with  the  establishment  of  a  scale  of  duties  upon 
our  imports,  which  will  not  seduce  the  distant  purchaser  or 
barterer  to  new  markets  other  than  our  own,  the  great  dormant, 
native  wealth  in  the  interior  behind  us  may  be  suffered  to  reach 
the  coast,  as  in  olden  times,  securely  and  in  plenty,  for  shipment 
in  British  vessels. 

Shippinff, 

Of  the  sailing  vessels  which  entered  at  ports  in  the  Colony  in 
the  year  1884,  the  total  number  was  87,  with  a  tonnage  of  23,294, 
of  which — 

United  Kingdom  were  12,  with  a  tonnage  of  2,108 
American  >>      10       »»  »         TyllS 

German  „     24       „  „         6,633 

The  remainder  were  Austrian,  Belgian,  Italian,  &o. 
The  corresponding  clearances  were  (total)  81,  with  a  tonnage  of 
21,816,  of  which — 

United  Kingdom  were    8,  with  a  tonnage  of  1,800 
American  »,     17        „  „         6,107 

German  „     26       „  „         6,748 

The  remainder  were  Austrian,  Belgian,  Italian,  &c. 

Of  the  steam  vessels  which  entered  at  ports  in  the  Colony  in 
the  year  1884,  the  total  number  was  492,  with  a  tonnage  of 
411,296,  of  which— 

United  Kingdom  were  364,  with  a  tonnage  of  365,355 
German  „     138        „  „  55,941 
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The  corresponding  clearances  were  (total)  497,  with  a  tonnage  Gold  Ouat. 
of  427,7 12,  of  which—  

United  Kingdom  were  367,  with  a  tonnage  of  368,716 
German  „    140        „  „         58,996 

Agriculture. 

It  is  not  practicable  to  estimate  the  acreage  of  cultivated  land 
in  the  Colony,  or  the  ancultiyated  either.  The  principal  product 
is  oil  from  the  palm  oil  tree  growing  wild  all  over  the  country 
unaided  by  the  art  of  culture  or  assisted  by  the  thrift  of  husbandry. 
All  the  same  the  supply  seems  inexhaustible  and  to  justify  the 
saying  that  Western  Africa  is  the  *'  oilery  **  of  the  world. 

Cassada,  ground  nuts,  and  ^ams,  with  a  little  Indian  corn,  are 
often  cultivated  in  the  vicinities  of  our  towns  and  large  villages, 
constituting  the  local  market  edible  produce  of  the  respective 
localities. 

That  any  material  impetus  can  be  given  to  agricultural  pursuits 
on  the  Gold  Coast  is  a  result  almost  impossible  of  practical 
achievement.  The  thing  has  been  tried  over  and  over  again  and 
has  always  failed  on  account  of  the  dislike  to  field  labour  so 
generally  pervading  all  the  working  classes. 

ManufactureSf  Mines,  and  Fisheries. 

There  are  no  manufactures  worthy  the  name.  A  few  *<  country 
cloths''  made  with  a  hand  spindle  will  summarise  the  industry 
under  this  head. 

The  mines  (gold)  were  commenced  in  the  year  1879  in  the 
province  of  Wassaw,  jthe  extreme  western  district  of  the  Gold 
Coast  Settlement,  about  50  miles  due  north  of  Axim,  which  latter 
place  is  the  port  of  entry  for  the  landing  of  the  plant,  machinery, 
and  of  all  associated  with  the  mines. 

Gk>ld  is  generally  believed  to  abound  pretty  plentifully  in 
Tarquah  where  some  of  the  mines  are  situate.  A  considerable 
amount  of  European  capital  has  been  invested  in  the  various  enter- 
prises, but  the  result  has  not  been  financially  satisfactory.  At  the 
same  time  my  information  goes  to  establish  that  the  unsatisfactory 
financial  result  is  not  due  to  failure  in  discovering  the  metal 
but  to  other  causes,  one  of  the  principal  ones  being  that  owing  to 
no  proper  road  existing  from  Axim  to  Tarquah  machinery  has  to 
be  taken  up  in  sections  (each  section  being  of  not  greater  weight 
than  four  men  at  a  time  can  carry).  These  sections  of  machinery 
travel  first  of  all  by  surf  boat  from  Axitu  up  the  River  Ancobra  to 
Tomento,  and  are  then  removed  from  the  boat  and  carried  by  the 
four  men  through  a  forest  swamp,  over  boulders  and  ground 
interlaced  with  roots  of  creepers,  muddy  creeks,  small  steep  hills 
and  ravines.  The  cost  of  this  transport  is  enormous,  as  much  as 
26iL  to  35/.  per  ton  having  been  paid  for  it.    The  machinery  is 
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Gold  Coast,  fitted  together  in  England  in  heavy  parts  which  have  to  be  separated 
—"  at  Axim  for  reduction  in  weight  to  meet  the  necessities  of  this 
difficult  state  of  transport  and  built  t(^ther  again  on  the  sites  of 
the  mines  and  so  soon  as  any  heavy  strains  are  exerted  on  the  mass 
in  the  process  of  '^  stamping  "  some  part  gives  way  and  the  works 
are  stopped. 

If  a  light  railway  or  tramway  wei'e  made  from  Azim  to  the 
mines  the  heavy  machinery  from  Europe  could  be  taken  up  entire 
and  the  disasters  of  breakdowns  avoided. 

The  late  Governor  Ussher  entertained  and  expressed  the  view 
that  the  mining  enterprise  in  Tarquah  should  be  encouraged  by 
the  local  Government,  as  it  would  benefit  the  Colony  by  generally 
stimulating  trade. 

Fisheries. — The  only  fishing  on  the  Gold  Coast  is  that  which 
is  carried  on  in  small  canoes  with  casting  nets  along  the  coast  line. 
Large  quantities  of  fish  are  thus  caught,  cured  by  a  drying  process 
in  the  sun  and  sent  up  into  the  interior.  The  principal  fish  thus 
caught  is  the  herring.  A  considerable  fishing  trade  is  carried  on 
inside  the  Laffos  lagoon  and  its  waters ;  the  principal  catches  are 
shrimps,  which  are  dried  and  sent  into  the  interior  for  sale. 


Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

The  late  Governor  Young  made  many  improvements  in  our  gaol 
system,  but  I  do  not  think  much  good  can  be  done  until  that 
sympathy  is  eradicated  which  is  well  known  to  exist  between  the 
overseers  and  the  prisoners.  The  **  associated"  system  obtains  in 
all  the  gaols  of  the  Colony. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  a  large  increase  in  the  number 
of  persons  charged  with  offences  before  the  magistrates  as  com- 

Sired  with  that  of  previous  years,  upon  which  his  Honour  the 
bief  Justice  remarks :  '*  This  is  due  in  some  measure  to  the 
'<  fact  that  the  registrar,  in  preparing  the  return  for  the  year 
''  1884  has,  by  my  instructions,  included  therein  as  two  persons 
**  a  person  charged  with  t^o  offences.  This  alteration  will,  how- 
"  ever,  account  for  but  a  small  part  of  the  difference  above 
'^  alluded  to,  while  the  number  of  summary  convictions  have 
"  slightly  increased  under  every  head;  the  number  of  other 
"  offences  has  increased  from  640  in  1883  to  1,860  in  1884, 
'*  nearly  300  per  cent  Other  offences  include  offences  against 
''  the  Revenue  and  Health  Ordinances,  and  it  is  offences  against 
'*  these  Ordinances,  particularly  the  Towns  Police  and  Public 
"  Health  Ordinance,  that  comprise  the  larger  proportion  of  offences 
*'  included  under  this  head. 

"  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  increase  in  the  cases  dealt  with  by 
«  magistrates  is  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the  number  <rf 
^«  charges  under  the  Revenue  and  Health  Ordinances,  so  far  it  may 
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**  be  assumed  that  such  increase  is  rather  due  to  increased  vigilance  ^o^^  Coast. 
*'  on  the  part  of  the  District  Commissioners  than  to  an  increase  of        ""^ 
*'  crime. 

*'  The  largest  increase  in  the  criminal  business  occurs^  as  might 
'^  be  expected^  in  the  districts  where  the  largest  towns  are  situate ; 
**  thus  in  Axim,in  which  99  cases  were  reported  in  1883,  218  were 
*'  reported  in  1884.  In  Bllmina  in  1883  there  were  238  cases^  in 
"  1884,  577.  In  Cape  Coast  in  1883  there  were  316  cases,  in 
"  1884,  400.  In  Winnebah  in  1883  there  were  257  cases,  in  1884, 
"  431.  In  Accra  in  1883  there  were  524  cases,  in  1884,  803.  In 
''  Quittah  in  1883  there  were  94  cases,  in  1884,  185.  In  Lagos, 
**  however,  where  in  1883  there  were  785  cases,  only  685  were  re- 
*'  ported  in  1884. 

^  In  the  Superior  Courts  there  has  also  been  an  increase  of 
"  work,  the  number  of  prisoners  tried  therein  in  1884  being  297 
*'  against  241  in  1883. 

^*  There  is  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  offences 
''  against  the  person,  no  less  than  34  persons  having  been  indicted 
<^  for  murder,  arising  principally  out  of  the  riots  which  have  taken 
*'  place  in  some  parts  of  the  Colony. 

*'The  number  of  offences  against  property  tried  in  the  Superior 

Courts  last  year  is  considerably  less  than  in  1883. 

"  Of  the  287  cases  tried  in  the  Superior  Courts,  79  were  tried 
^  in  the  Eastern  Province,  123  in  the  Central  Province,  and  85 
**  in  the  Western  Province.** 


Hospitalsm 

There  are  six  medical  stations  in  the  Colony,  viz. :— - 
Axim. 
Elmina. 
Cape  Coast. 
Accra. 
Quittah. 
Lagos. 
But  of  these  there  are  only  four  with  hospital  establishments, 
viz, : — 

Elmina. 
Cape  Coast. 
Accra. 

Lf^os,  the  returns  from  which  are  published  in  the 
Slue  Book. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Knapp  Babbow, 
To  his  Excellency  Colonial  Secretary. 

William  Brandford  Griffith,  C.M.G., 

Governor  and  Commander-  in-Chief, 
Gold  Coast. 
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VlOTOUA. 


VIOTOEIA. 


No,  2. 

Governor  Sir  H.  B.  LocH^  K.C.B.,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Edwabd  Stanhope,  M.P. 

Government  House^  Melbourne, 
Sm,  December  8,  1886. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  digest  of  the 
statistics  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1885. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)  Henbt  B.  Logh. 

Edward  Stanhope,  M.P, 


Population, 
1885* 


Digest  of  the  Statistics  of  Victoria,  1885. 

By  Henry  Heylyn  HAiftrER,  C.M.G.,  Government  Statist 

1.  The  estimated  population  of  Victoria  at  the  end  of  1885* 
was  as  follows  : — 


Population,  Slst  December  1885. 


Males 
Females 


.     629,710 
-     462,169 


Total 


991,869 


Ooe  million 
inhabitants  in 
Victoria. 


2.  According  to  this  estimate,  Victoria  at  the  end  of  the  year 
under  review  wanted  8,131  persons  to  make  up  a  population  of  a 
million.  It  may  be  mentioned  that  this  was  apparently  more  than 
reached  by  the  end  of  the  first  quarter  of  the  following  year,*  also 
that  Victoria  was  the  first  Australasian  Colony  to  contain  as  many 
as  a  million  inhabitants.! 


*  The  estimated  population  on  the  Sltt  March  1666  was  1,001,751,  ris.,  586,51S 
males  and  465,889  females. 

t  In  Kew  8<mth  Wales  the  estimated  population  on  the  81tt  Mareh  1SS6  wai 
993,875. 
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3.  In  all  the  Colonies  the  population  estimates  are  made  up  by     ▼xotobia. 
means  of  the  numbers  returned  at  the  last  census^  with  the  addi-  j^g^^^^j^ 
tion  of  the  excess  of  births  over  deaths  and  of  arrivals  over  de-  sometiinea 
partures  known  to  have  occurred  since  the  census  was  taken.    For  nmeliable. 
reasons,^  however,  which  have  often  been  stated  by  the  present 

writer^  absolute  reliance  cannot  be  placed  upon  numbers  thus 
obtained^  the  experience  being  that  such  estmiates  are  usuallyi 
although  not  invariably,  too  high.t 

4.  A  partial  check  upon  the  periodical  estimates  of  population  Municipal  esti* 
in  Victoria  is  afforded  by  means  of  returns  obtained  from  the  J^  ^  l^P^' 
municipal  authorities,  who  at  the  time  of  making  their  valuations 

ought  to  ascertain  the  number  of  persons  living  upon  each  property 
rated.  This  is  not  always  done  correctly,  and,  besides,  there  are 
persons  living  upon  properties  which  are  not  rated  of  whom  the 
valuers  sometimes  omit  to  make  an  estimate.  The  aggregate 
population  returned  by  the  municipalities  for  1885  was  059,528, 
which,  with  an  allowance  to  bring  it  on  to  the  end  of  the  year  and 
for  districts  not  situated  within  the  limits  of  any  municipality, 
would  give  a  total  of  986,069,  or  5,800  less  than  the  number  above 
quoted. 

5.  The  mean  or  average  population  of  a  given  year  is  calculated  Mean  popnla- 
by  adding  the  estimated  numbers  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  **^»  ^®®^* 
year  and  of  the  three  intermediate  quarters,  and  dividing  their  sum 

by  5. 

Such  a  computation  for  1885  gives  the  following  result  :— 

Mean  Papulation,  1885, 

Males 518,994 

Females  ....    456,046 


Total  975,040 

6.  According  to   the  records  of  births  and  deaths,  and  of  Inenaseof 
immigrants  and  emigrants,  the  apparent  increase  of  population  in  P®I"»l**io»» 
1885  was  30.593,  viz.,  19,061  males  and  11,542  females.     Of  this  "®*' 
increase,  15,611,  consisting  of  7,155  males  and  8,456  females, 
resulted  from  excess  of  births  over  deaths ;  and  the  remainder, 
viz.,  14,982,  consisting  of  11,896  males  apd  3,086  females,  was 
due  to  excess  of  arrivab  over  departures. 

*  These  reasons  are  briefly  as  follows :— All  the  births  are  not  registered ;  no 
account  is  kept  of  the  arriyals  and  departnres  overland ;  the  departares  by  sea  are 
not  an  noted. 

t  When  the  census  of  18S1  was  taken  it  was  found  that  estimates  brought  Tin 
from  1871  in  the  manner  stated  gave  numbers  too  high  by  67,437  for  Victoria ;  by 
S9,958  for  New  South  Wales,  and  by  14,285  for  Queensland.  On  the  other  han^ 
in  South  Australia  the  actual  exceeded  the  estimated  numbers  by  10,854.  See 
Gofemmeat  Statist's  Beport  on  the  Census  of  Victoria,  1S81. 
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Increase  of 
population, 
1871  to  1885. 


The  figures  Bhowing  the  apparent  increase  of  population  are 
useful  for  comparing  the  results  of  one  year  with  those  of  another, 
but  are  not  to  be  relied  upon  for  inaividual  years,  they  being 
usually  higher  than  the  actual  numbers,  as  was  made  abundantly 
manifest  by  the  results  of  the  last  census.  The  reason  of  this  is 
that  the  number  of  persons  who  leave  the  Colony  by  sea  without 
being  recorded  is  greater  than  that  of  the  infants  whose  births  are 
not  registered.  This  causes  a  constant  loss  in  the  account  of 
population^  unrecognised  at  the  time^  which  can  only  be  counter- 
balanced by  a  surplus  of  arrivals  over  departures  overland,  a 
circumstance  which  of  late  years  has  occurred  but  rarely.  In 
1885  the  apparent  increase  of  population  wa?  greater  by  1,107 
than  in  the  previous  year,  and  was  the  largest  recorded  during 
the  last  15  years.  Ten  years  ago  (1875),  according  to  the  figures, 
the  increase  of  population  was  at  a  minimum ;  but  since  uien  a 
marked  improvement  has  taken  place  from  year  to  year,  but  espe- 
cially in  the  last  two  years,  in  each  of  which  the  apparent  increase 
was  twice  as  large  as  in  1875.  The  following  are  the  figures  for 
the  last  15  years : — 


Apparent  Increase  of  Population. 


Increase  by 
births. 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 


25,846 
18,282 
19,765 
17,945 
14,835 
17,028 
20,487 
18,655 
19,891 
26,157 
22,165 
23,993 
25,565 
29,486 
30,593 


7.  As  pracdcallj  all  the  deaths  are  registered,  but  some  of  the 
births  escape  r^islration,  the  apparent  increase  by  the  surplus  of 
the  latter  over  the  former  is  always  somewhat  below  the  truth. 
As,  however,  it  is  probable  that  the  proportion  of  unregistered 
births  is  tolerably  constant  from  year  to  year,  and  is  not  very  laige 
in  any  year,  the  figures  are  usefnl.  The  apparent  excess  of  births 
in  1885  was  greater  by  266  than  that  m  1884,  and  was  also 
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greater  than  in  any  other  year  since  1873.    The  following  are  the     Victo&u. 
numbers  in  the  last  15  years : —  

Increase  by  excess  of  Births  over  Deaths* 

1871  -  -     -     -  17,464 

1872  ....  16,530 

1873  ....  16,599 

1874  .  -     -     .  14,578 

1875  ....  11,433 

1876  ....  13,208 

1877  .  •     .      .  13,234 

1878  ....  13,879 

1879  -  .     .     .  14,719 

1880  ....  14,496 

1881  ....  14,843 

1882  ....  13,113 

1883  ....  14,535 

1884  ....  15,345 

1885  ....  15,611 

8.  Leaving  out  of  the  question  the    arrivals  and  departures  increase  bj 
overland,  of  which  no  attempt  to  take  an  account  is  made,  the  immigratioo, 
main  source  of  error  in  the  estimates  of  population  is  doubtless  to 
be  found  in  the  returns  of  emigration  by  the  seaboard.     The 
arrivals  by  sea  are,  it  is  believed  noted  with  much  accuracy,  as 
also  are  the  departures  for  distant  countries ;  but,  in  consequence 
of  many  persons  travelling  from  Victoria  to   the  neighbouring 
Colonies  without  taking  their  passages  beforehand,  their  names  do 
not  appear  in  the  lists  supplied  by  the  shipping  agents  to  the 
immisrration  authorities,  and  hence,  although  they  have  quitted 
this  Colony,  they  are  still  supposed  to  form  part  of  its  population, 
for  which  reason  the  real  increase  by  excess  of  arrivals  over  de- 
partures is  always  less  than  the  figures  show.     This  subject  has 
often  been  referred  to  by   the  present  writer,  and  has  been  the 
occasion  of  some  correspondence  between  the  Government  Statist 
and  the  Immigration  Agent  in  Melbourne.     There  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  records  now  are  mpre  accurate  than  they  used  to 
be,  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  each  year  many  persons  still  leave 
the  Colony  unrecorded.     Attempts  have  been  made  to  rectify  the 
figures  by  procuring  a  statement  of  the  recorded  arrivals  from 
Victoria  in  the  neighbouring  colonies,  and  this  was  for  some  years 
tolerably  successful ;  but  since  the  steamers  of  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  Company  have  gone  on  to  Sydney,  and  the  Orient  and 
Messageries  lines  of  steamers,  which,  like  the  first  named,  call  at 
Adelaide,  Melbourne,  and  Sydney  have  been  established,  the  plan 
has  entirely  failed  ;  the  reason  being  that  the  Melbourne  passengers 
are  not  always  distinguished  in   the  returns,  the  authorities  in 
Sydney  frequently  setting  them  down  as  coming  from  Colombo  or 
England,  and  the  authorities  in  Adelaide  entering  them  as  coming 
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from  Sjdney.  The  desirability  of  the  immigration  amliorities  of 
the  different  Colonies  meeting  in  conference  for  the  purpose  of 
making  arrangements  for  keeping  their  accounts  of  immigration 
and  emigration  upon  n  correct  and  uniform  principle  has  been 
urged  upon  the  Qovemment  by  the  Government  Statist,  but  this 
recommendation  has  not  yet  been  adopted.  In  the  meantime, 
the  figures,  which  are  as  follows  for  the  last  15  years,  and  which 
it  will  be  observed,  show  an  increase  for  1885  of  841  over  the 
number  of  1884  and  a  much  larger  increase  than  that  shown  for 
any  other  year  of  the  period  must  be  taken  only  for  what  they  may 
be  worth : — 

Increase  by  Excess  of  Arrivals  over  Departures, 


Population  of 

Aiutralaaiaii 

Colonies. 


1871 
1872 
1873 
1874 
1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 


8,382 

1,762 

3,166 

3,367 

3,402 

3,820 

7,263 

4,776 

5,172 

11,661 

7,322 

10,880 

11,030 

14,141 

14,982 


The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  population  of  each 
Australasian  Colony  at  the  end  of  1884  and  1885,  and  the  increase 
of  each  during  the  12  months  :— 

Populations  of  the  Australasian  Colonies,  1884  and  1885. 


Colony. 

Estimated  PopuUition  at  end  of— 

Increase. 

1884. 

1885. 

Victoria- 

New  South  Wales 

Quecosland        ... 

South  Australia  -           .           - 

Western  Australia 

961,276 
921,268 
309,913 
812,781 
32,958 

991,869 
980,573 
326,916 
319,769 
35,186 

80,593 

59,805 

17,003 

6,988 

2,228 

Total 

Tasmania           ... 
New  Zealand      - 

2,538,196 

180,541 
564,304 

2,654,313 

133,791 
582,420 

116,117 

8,250 
18,116 

Grand  Total 

3,233,041 

3,370,524 

137,483 

NoTK*    The  population  in  this  tahle  is  ezclusife  of  ahorigines,  except  a  few  in 
Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 
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10.  During  the  four  years  and  nine  months  which  intervened     Yiotoria. 
between  the  census  of  1881  and  the  end  of  1885  it  is  estimated  i^^^^^^f 
that  the  following  increases  took  place  in  the  populations  of  the  Aurtraiasian 
different  Colonies : —  popaiations 

since  census. 

Increase  of  Australasian  Populations ,  1881  to  1885. 


Colonj. 

Population. 

Census  of 

188  J.* 

Increase  in  4  J  years. 

Numerical. 

Centesimal. 

Victoria-            .           .           . 
Kcw  South  Wales 
Qaeensland         -           -           . 
SoBtb  AnstraliA  ... 
Western  Australia 

862,346 
751,468 
213,525 
379,865 
29,708 

129,523 

229,105 

113,391 

39,904 

5,478 

15-02 
80-49 
53*10 
14*26 
18*44 

Total 

Tasmania           ... 
NewZealand      - 

2,136,912 

115,705 
489,933 

517,401 

18,086 
92,487 

24-21 

15-68 
18*88 

Grand  Total 

2,742,550 

627,974 

22-90 

*  Exclusive  of  aborigines,  except  a  few  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales. 

11.  Judging  from  the  increases   shown   in  the  table,  it  may  Probable 
fiurly  be  estimated  that  when  the  next  simultaneous  census  of  the  AuF^asian 
colonies  is  taken,  viz.,  in  1891,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Australian  f^JJ.   ^^^^* 
continent  with  the  addition  of  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand  will  be 

found  to  exceed  4,000,000. 

12.  The  following  table  has  been  constructed  upon  the  assump-  Birthplaces, 
lion  that  the  respective  nationalities  existed  in  1885  in  the  same  ^®®^- 
}roportion  to  the  total  population  of  that  year  as  they  did  when 

the  census  was  taken  to  the  total  population  then  enumerated:— 


Birthplaces  of  the  People  of  Victoria,  1885  (estimated). 

Birthplace. 

Mean  Population. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total 

Victoria           -           .           .           -           - 

284,149 

279,739 

563,888 

Other  Australasian  Colonies   - 

21,953 

23,076 

45,029 

England  and  Wales    -           .           -           - 

98,038 

69,000 

167,038 

Scotland          -           -            .            -           . 

80,102 

24,898 

54,500 

Ireland 

47,332 

60,576 

97,908 

Other  British  Possessions 

6,955 

4,515 

11,470 

Germany         .           -           .           -           - 

7,110 

2,691 

9,801 

The  United  States       .           .           -           - 

1,920 

775 

2,695 

China  ---.-- 

13,494 

45 

13,539 

Other  foreign  countries           ... 

7,941 

1,231 

9,172 

Total     .           -           .           - 

518,994 

456,046 

975,040 

-iUegiance, 

British  subjects  (by  birth)      -           -            - 

488,529 

451,303 

939,832 

Foreign  subjects          ,           .           .           . 

30,465 

4,743 

85,208 
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VioTomu.  13.  It  should  be  remarked  that  although  in  the  absence  of  later 
Probable  pre-  informaiion  it  has  been  necessary  to  construct  this  table  according 
sent  number  of  to  the  proportions  whioh  prevailed  when  the  last  census  was  taken 
native  Vic-  there  can  be  liitle  doubt  that  changes  have  taken  place  in  the 
relative  proportions  of  the  different  nationalities  since  then,  and 
it  is  probable  that  the  native  Victorians  number  at  least  600,000. 

14.  The  next  table  contains  a  statement  of  the  estimated 
niimber  of  persons  of  different  religions  in  Victoria  about  the 
middle  of  1885,  the  proportions  which  those  of  each  religion  bear 
to  the  total  population  being  identical  with  those  obtaining  at  the 
last  census : — 


tona&s. 


Keligions, 
1885. 


Ages,  1896. 


Religions  of  the  People , 

1885  (estimated). 

Mean  Popnlati 

on. 

UtAitrtnnm  T^a*ii^*m*'">^'~*"« 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Church  of  England     • 

- 

ies,914 

168,178 

852,087 

Presbyterians  - 

-           -           - 

78,887 

70,962 

149,849 

Methodists 

... 

C2,124 

60,880 

122,504 

Independents  - 

- 

11,314 

11,128 

22,442 

Baptists 

. 

11,158 

11,857 

28,015 

Other  Protestants 

- 

16,919 

12,313 

29,232 

Roman  Catholics 

. 

115,632 

114,285 

229,917 

Jews 

- 

3.751  1          3,148 

4,894 

Pagans 
Other  sects      - 

.           .           - 

12,767  !               46 

12,818 

- 

18,528             9,759 

28,287 

Total     - 

618,994        456,046 

975,040 

15.  In  the  following  table  the  numbers  of  either  sex  have  been 
carefully  brought  on  in  Quinquennial  periods  of  age  from  the 
census  of  1881  by  means  of  a  calculation  based  upon  the  age  ac 
which  the  survivors  of  those  then  returned  and  born  since  must 
have  arrived  about  the  middle  of  1885,  the  numbers  bein^ 
supplemented  by  the  excess  of  arrivals  over  departures,  as  recordeil 
by  the  immigmtion  authorities,  the  ages  of  those  composing  such 
excess  having  been  estimated. 


Jges  of  the  People^  1885  (estimated). 

Ages. 

Mean  Popolation. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  5  jears- 

. 

60,869 

68,250 

119,119 

5  to  10    „     - 

.           -           - 

57,531 

55,367 

112,898 

10  to  15    „     - 

-           .           .           . 

56,225 

55,198 

111,418 

15  to  20    „     - 

.           •           •           - 

57,882 

54,214 

111,596 

20  to  25    „     • 

«           •           .           • 

57,880 

63,707 

111,537 

25  to  30     „      - 

.           •           •           - 

45,947 

41,586 

87,483 

30>  35     „      - 

... 

28,814 

24,907 

53,221 

85  to  40    „      - 

- 

23,136 

21,204 

44.840 
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Religions  Denominations. 

Mean  Population. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

40  to  45  years 

45  to  50    „ 

50  to  55     „ 

55  to  60     „     - 

60  to  65     „ 

65  to  70    „ 

70  to  75     „ 

75  to  80     „ 

80  years  and  upwards  •           •           .           . 

24,181 

26,069 

27,585 

23,418 

13,211 

9,586 

4,225 

2,268 

1,272 

20,963 

20,441 

18,198 

13,320 

7,773 

5,672 

2,741 

1,643 

917 

45,094 

46,510 

45,783 

36,738 

20,984 

15,258 

6,966 

3,911 

2,189 

Total 

518,994 

456,046 

975,040 

ViCTOBU. 


16.    The   occupations   of  the   people  of  Victoria   have   been  Oocopations, 
brought  on  by  proportion  to  about  die  middle  of  1885,  in  ilie  i^** 
same  manner  as  the  birthplaces  and  religions* 

Occupations  of  the  People,  1886  (estimaied). 


Occupations  of  the  People. 

Mean  Population. 

Males. 

Fenmles. 

Total. 

Ministering  to  government       ... 
religion 
„           health  .... 

law       . 
„           education 
„           art,  science,  and  literature 

Traders           

Assjgting  in  exchange  of  money  or  commo- 
dities           -           -           .           -           . 
Ministering  to  entertaining  and  clothing 
Domestic  servants       .... 
Contractors,  artisans,  and  mechanics  - 

Miners 

Engaged  in  pursuits  subsidiary  to  mining 

„         pastoral  pursuits  and  agriculture  - 
„         pursuits  subsidiary  to  grasing  and 
agriculture        -           •           - 
„        land  carriage         ... 
„         sea  nayigation      -           -           - 
Dealing  in  food           .           .           .           . 
Labourers       -           -           .           .           - 
Engaged  in  misceUaneou8|^punnits 
Of  mdependent  means      ^       - 
Wires,  widows,  children,''rehitiTe8,  schokrs    - 
Public  burthen            -  '       - 
Of  no  occupation,  unspecified .           .           - 

5,449 
1,246 
2,232 
1,458 
3,062 
8,010 
16,608 

7,681 
17,023 

8,373 

58,249 

40,897 

986 

89,428 

3,841 
16,712 

3,789 
16,089 
27,610 

1,090 

2,751 

192,754 

17,265 

1,401 

274 

228 

1,779 

4,652 
1,186 
2,189 

780 

30,145 

24,307 

1,185 

46,106 

1,140 

365 

46 

1,961 

91 

1,277 

334,281 

4,058 

46 

6,728 
1,474 
4,011 
1,458 
7,^14 
4,196 
18,797 

8,411 
47,168 
27,680 
54,434 
40,897 
986 
185,529 

4,981 
17,077 

3,835 
18,050 
27,610 

1,181 

4,028 

527,085 

11,323 

1,447 

Total     .... 

618,994 

456,046 

975,040 

17.  In  the  absence  of  accurate  information  of  a  recent  date  Falling  off  in 

this  table,  lik^  the  t^blep  of  birthplaces  and  religions  in  1885,  number  of 
*  *  miners* 
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Aborigines. 


Increasing  pro- 
portion of 
metropolitan 
population. 


Area  and 
population  of 
metropolitan 
Bub-dlstrictB. 


has  necessarily  been  constructed  according  to  the  proportions 
prevailin(]r  at  the  census;  but  there  is  no  doubt  that  important 
changes  have  taken  place  since  then,  consequently  the  figures  in 
the  table  roust  be  taken  only  for  what  they  may  be  worth.  The 
miners  especially,  which  were  returned  at  the  census  as  numbering 
36,066,  instead  of  having  increased  with  the  population  as  shown 
in  the  table,  are  belieyed  by  the  Mining  Department  to  have  fallen 
oflF  to  26,192.  The  latter  number  only  refers  to  gold  miners,  but 
the  miners  for  other  metals  or  minerals  only  number  about  300^ 
and  therefore  could  affect  the  total  to  no  more  than  that  extent. 

18.  At  the  first  colonization  of  the  district  now  called  Victoria, 
the  aborigines  were  officially  estimated  to  number  about  6,000, 
but  according  to  other  and  apparently  more  reliable  estimates 
they  numbered  at  that  time  not  less  than  15,000.  When  the 
Colony  was  separated  from  New  South  Wales  the  number  was 
officially  stated  to  be  2,693.  According  to  the  census  of  1881 
the  number  had  become  reduced  to  780,  viz.,  460  males  and  320 
females.  The  existence  of  the  few  that  still  remain  alive  has  no 
political  or  social  significance  whatever.  The  race  will  probably 
beeome  extinct  in  the  course  of  a  few  years. 

19.  In  1885  the  population  of  Melbourne,  the  metropolis  of 
Victoria,  was  equal  to  more  than  35  per  cent,  of  that  of  the  whole 
Colony.  This  proportion  has  a  tendency  to  increase,  as  will  be 
observed  by  the  following  figures  : — 

Proportion  of  Population  of  Melbourne  and  Suburbs  to  Total 
Population  of  Victoria. 


1861  . 
1871  . 


Per  Cent. 

-  25*89 

-  28'87 


1881 
1885 


Per  Cent. 
32*81 
35*42 


20.  The  following  table  shows  the  estimated  area  in  acres,  the 
estimated  population,  and  the  number  of  persons  to  the  acre 
in  each  of  the  cities,  towns,  and  boroughs  comprised  in  greater 
Melbourne : — 


Melbouriie  and  Suburbs — Area  and  Population,  1885. 

Year  1885. 

IS^tfmAtMl 

Subdistricft. 

Xa  l>UIla  IrCU 

area 

in  Acres.* 

Mean 

Persons 

Population. 

to  the 
Acre. 

Melbourne  City    -           -           -           - 

6,020 

70,873 

14-1 

HothamTown      -           -           -           - 

565 

19,508t 

34-6 

Fitzroy  City          .... 

923 

27,829 

30-2 

Collingwood  City  -            -            -            . 

1,139 

26,711 

23-5 

Richmond  City     -            -            -            - 

1,480 

28,541 

19-9 

Bruniwick  Borough          .           -           . 
Northcote  Borough           -           -           - 

2,722 

8,396 

3-1 

2,850 

2,500 

•9 

PrahranCity       .           .           -           - 

2,820 

28,687 

12-8 

♦  Exclusive  of  water,  which  corers  an  area  of  87|120  acres, 
t  Indading  the  Benevolent  Asylttm. 
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Bab-diftriots. 


Kstimated 

area 
in  Acres.* 


Year  1885. 


ViCTOBU. 


Mean 
Fopolation. 


Persons 
to  the 
Acre. 


South  Melbourne  City       .  .  . 

Port  Melbourne  Borough  .  .  . 

St  KUda  Borough 

Brighton  Borough  ... 

Essendon  Borough  .  .  . 

Flemington  and  Kensington  Borough 
Hawthorn  Borough  .  .  . 

Kew  Borough       .... 
FootAciay  Borough  .  .  . 

WiUiamatown  Borough     • 
Bemaioder  of  district        •  .  . 

Total  -  .  -  . 

Shipping  in  Hobson's  Bay  and  BiTer 

Total    population,     including 
shipping      -  -  - 


2,311 
2,366 
1,886 
3,288 
4,000 
1,088 
2,389 
3,553 
3,075 
2,775 
120,242 


163,942 


83,500 
9,675 

15,300 
5,795 
5,550 
4,864 
8,811 
6,000 
9,016 

11,600 

20,796 


343,902 
l,478t 


345,380 


14-5 
41 
8*1 
1-8 
1-4 
4-5 
3-7 
1-7 
2*9 
4*2 
•2 


21 


♦  Exclusive  of  water,  which  covers  an  area  of  37,120  acres, 
t  Census  figures. 

21.  It  will  be  observed  that  Melbourne  within  its  corporate  Populations  of 
limits  is  estimated  to  contain  70,900*  inhabitants,  and  is  more  than  «ttburtan 
twice   as   populous    as   Soulh   Melbourne,  which    has   a  larger  ™^'"<^'P^">^- 
population  than  any  other  of  the  suburban  municipalities.     The 

most  populous  suburbia  are,  South  Melbourne  (P^merald  Hill) 
with  33,500  inhabitants ;  Prahran,  Richmond,  and  Fitzroy,  with 
28,600,  28,500,  and  27,800  respectively,  and  Collingwood  with 
26,700.  Flemington  and  Kensington  and  l^orthcote  are  the 
least  populous  of  the  suburban  boroughs,  and  the  only  ones  having 
less  than  5,000  inhabitants. 

22.  The  density  of  the  population  of  each  of  the  component  Density  of 
parts  of  Greater  Melbourne  is  shown  in  the  last  column  of  the  ™®iJ?^o^° 
table.      It  will  be    noticed    that  the    most    thickly   populated 
municipality  is   Hotliam,  with   34^  persons   to   the  acre;  then 
Fitaroy,  with  30  to  the  acre  ;  Collingwood,  with  23^  ;  Richmond, 

with  20 ;  and  Melbourne  City  and  South  Melbourne,  with  14 
persons  to  the  acre^  In  explanation  of  the  fact  that  some  of  the 
suburbs  are  more  densely  populated  than  the  city,  it  will  be 
remembered  that  large  numbers  of  people  who  come  to  business 
spend  their  days  in  the  latter,  but  have  their  residences,  and 
would  therefore  be  enumerated  in  the  former.  It  should  also  be 
remarked  that,  in  some  of  the  municipalities,  extensive  parks, 
gardens,  and  other  public  reserves  exist,  so  that  the  population 
is  really  living  in  closer  proximity  than  the  figures  indicate. 
Melbourne  City  contains  1,750  acres  of  such  reserves;  Kew, 
648  acres ;  South  Melbourne,  472  acres ;  Williamstown,  413 
acres ;  Richmond,  1 96  acres  ;  Fitzroy,  42  acres ;  and  Collingwood, 

*  This  represents  ovXf  tJie  Dumber  who  pass  the  night  in  the  city. 
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only  22  acres.  If  th^  reserves  be  excluded  the  persons  to  the 
acre  in  the  places  named  would  be  as  follows: — Fitzroy,  31*6  ; 
CoUingwood,  239;  Kicbmond,  23-1;  Melbourne  City,  217; 
South  Melbourne,  18-2  ;  Williamstown,  4*9;  Kew,  2*1. 

23.  Next  to  the  municipalities  embraced  under  the  head  of 
greater  Melbourne,  the  most  important  towns  in  Victoria  are : — 
Ballarat,  comprising  three  municipalities ;  Sandhurst,  comprising 
two;  Qeelongy  comprising  three;  and  Castlemaine,  comprising 
two  municipalities.  The  estimated  populations  of  these  with 
their  immediate  suburbs,  in  1885,  were  as  follows  : — 

Population  of  Four  Extra-Metropolitan  Totons,  1885. 


Town. 

Population. 

Town. 

Population. 

Ballarat    - 
Sandhurst 

41,110 
86,570 

Geelong 
Castlemaine 

20,890 
9,400 

24.  At  the  end  of  1885  there  were  on  the  continent  of 
Australia  nearly  2,700,000  inhabitants;  and  in  Australasia,  includ- 
ing not  only  the  continental  colonies  but  also  Tasmania  and 
New  Zealand,  there  were  nearly  3,400,000,  The  estimated 
numbers,  as  well  as  the  proportions  of  the  sexes  and  the  dcnlsity 
of  population  in  each  of  the  five  years  ended  with  1885,  were  as 
follow : — 


Population  of  Australia  and  Australasia^  1881  to  1885. 


Sexes  diveig- 

iogfrom 

equality. 


• 

Year. 

Estimated  Population  on  the 
8l8t  December. 

Femalos 
to  100 
Males. 

Persons 
to  the 
Square 

Hales. 

Females. 

Total. 

1S81 

1,196,938 

1,010364 

2306302 

84*51 

•750 

1882 

1,246^6 

1.060328 

2306,228 

84*89 

•780 

Continent  of  Australia      - 

1883 

1,832.160 

1,102,626 

2.424,790 

83-40 

•828 

1884 

1,887367 

1,160339 

2338,196 

82*89 

*862 

.    188S 

1,466.388 

1,197,976 

2354,813 

82*26 

•901 

1881 

1.584,168 

1398,477 

2.826,686 

84*25 

•919 

Dittos  with  Tasmania  and 
New  Zealand       • 

1882 
1883 

1,593.729 
1.688302' 

1342,680 
1.408386 

2386,409 
8,091.887 

84*26 
88*68 

•965 
1*006 

1884 

1,763.664 

1.469377 

8333,041 

83*31 

1-061 

1885 

1.843.4« 

1327,080 

3370324 

82*84 

1*096 

25.  According  to  the  experience  of  the  five  years  named,  the 
proportionate  excess  of  males  over  females  shows  a  tendency  to 
increase  rather  than  to  diminish,  both  on  the  Australian  continent 
and  in  the  whole  of  Australasia. 
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26.  The  arrivals  and  departures  by  sea  recorded  during  1885,     Victobia. 
alt^  the  excess  of  the  former  over  the  latter,  were  as  follows  : —     j.^,    jT 

and  emigra- 
Immigration  and  Emigration.  **^"»  ^®®^* 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Departarw  by  Bea        ... 

53,291 
41,895 

23,685 
20,599 

76.976 
61,994 

EzeeBsofaniTals 

11,896 

3,086 

14,982 

27,  The  records  of  arrivals  show  larger  numbers  for  1885  than  Gain  byimmU 
for  1884  by  4,774,  and  the  records  of  departures  show  larger  ^^^^"^5^^^^^^ 
numbers  for  1885  than  for  1884  by  3,933;  the  apparent  total  pared.  '°^™' 
gain   by  excess  of   immigration  over  emigration  was  therefore 

greater  in  the  year  under  review  than  thej  previous  one  by 
841. 

28.  In  the  12  years  1871  to  1882,  5,547  immigrants  from  the  State-assisted 
United  Kingdom  had  free  or  partially  free  passages  ^nted  them  >™™>S***^<». 
to  Victoria.     Of  these  3,212,  or  58  per  cent,  arrived  in  the  first 

J  ear,  and  5,168,  or  93  per  cent,  in  the  first  three  years  of  the 
period  alluded  to.  The  number  then  declined  rapidly  from  year 
to  year,  and  since  1873  only  379  such  immigrants  have  arrived. 
Of  these  only  5,  all  females,  came  in  1880^  not  one  in  1881,  and 
only  two  in  1882.  Since  1882  no  free  or  assisted  emigrants  have 
been  introduced  by  the  State,  so  that  the  system  may  be  said  to 
have  entirely  ceased.  The  following  are  the  numbers  of  assisted 
immigrants  of  either  sex  who  have  arrived  in  Victoiia  during 
each  year  of  the  period  referred  to : — 

Assisted  and  Free  Immigration^  1871  to  1882. 


Year. 

Assisted  and  Free  Immigrants. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

iiiiiisiiiii 

1,413 

468 

456 

64 

50 

84 

9 

8 

7 

1,799 

625 

407 

85 

52 

87 

8 

10 

8 

5 

2 

3,212 

1,093 

863 

149 

102 

71 

17 

18 

15 

5 

2 

Total      • 

2,509 

8,038 

6,547 

VorBj-vSinoe  1882  no  free  or  assisted  immigrants  have  been  introduced. 
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29.  Daring  the  year  ended  30th  June  1885  the  revenue  of 
Victoria  exceeded  the  expenditure  by  150,000£,  and  a  credit 
balance  of  314,000/.  having  been  brought  forward  from  the 
previous  year,  it  follows  that  the  credit  bsilance  carried  forwanl 
to  1886-6  amounted  to  464,000/. : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure  of  Victoria,  1884-5.* 


Receipts  ... 

Expenditure    .  -  - 

Receipts  in  excess  of    expen- 
diture ,        -  - 
Credit  balance  from  1883-4 

Credit  balance  carried  forward 
to  1885-6     - 


£•  s.  d 
6,290,361  3  11 
6,140,356  12     1 


150,004  11  10 
314,073  15     5 


464.078     7     3 


30.  It  has  been  shown  that  during  the  year  under  review  there 
was  a  surplus  of  revenue  amounting  to  150,005/.  I'*,  however, 
recoups  and  advances  to  be  recouped  which  do  not  properly  form 
part  of  the  transactions  of  the  year,  but  are  included  for  the  sake 
of  convenience,  be  deducted  from  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
respectively,  the  actual  surplus  will  be  increased  to  164,120/. 
This  was  the  fifth  occasion  during  the  last  12  years  on  whioli 
the  receipts  were  in  excess  of  the  expenditure.  The  following 
fii^ures  show  the  surplus  or  deficiency  in  each  of  those  years  the 
advances  to  be  recouped  and  the  recoups  being  left  out  of  the 
account : — 

Surplus  or  Deficiency  of  Revenue,  1873-4  to  1884-5. 


Receipts 

Expenditure 

in  excess  of 
Expenditure. 

in  excess 
of  Receipts. 

£ 

£ 

1878-74 

- 

— 

80,485 

1874-75 

- 

— 

126,949 

1875-76 

- 

— 

84,131 

1876-77 

- 

177,599 

— 

1877-78 

- 

— 

50,400 

1878-79 

- 

— 

274,504 

1879-80 

- 

— 

205,310 

1880-81 

- 

14,079 

— 

1881-8S 

- 

417,308 

— 

1882-83 

• 

— 

49,819 

1888-84 

- 

919,285 

— 

1884-85 

" 

164,620 

"~" 

*  According  to  a  statement  distributed  to  mcmbiers  of  the  L3gislative  Assembly 
on  the  20Ui  Julj,  1886,  bj  the  honorable  the  Treasurer,  the  revenue  of  1885-6  was 
6,416,405/.,  and  the  expenditure  was  6,605,901/.  The  esttmatel  mean  population 
of  Uie  same  12  months  was  991,640  ;  so  that  the  revenue  per  head  was  6/.  9s.  5d, 
and  the  expenditure  per  head  6/.  13s.  Sd,  It  was  anderstool  that  th^  figures  in  the 
statement  referred  to  were  not  final. 
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31.  According  to  these  figures,  the  total  transactions  of  the     victobia. 

12  years  resulted   in  a  net  credit   balance   of   151,293/.      To         

this  should  be  added  the  credit  balance  at  the  commencement  of  p^®^**  balance 
the  period,  which  was  suflBcieni  to  admit  of  the  lar|»e  amount  of  *"  ^^  ^®*"' 
464,000/.  being  carried  forwanl  to  the  credit  of  1885-6  as  already 

shown. 

32.  The  total  revenue  raised  in  1884-5  was  355,674/.  in  excess  Revenue,  isss 
of  that  of  the  previous  year;  but   by  making  allowances   for -*  *»«l  i®®4-5 
receipts  from  sources  not  common  to  both  years,  the  excess  is  ^"P®^*'« 
reduced  to  78,300/.,  thus ; — 


Comparative  Revenues,  1883-4  and  1884-5. 

• 

1888-4. 

1884-5. 

Total  revenne           -            -           .           - 
Deduct  recoups,  &c.         -           -          - 

5,934,687 
109 

6,290,361 

RcTenue  proper         -          -           .          - 

Deduct  amounts  from  sources  not  common 
to  both  years     .           -           -           - 

5,984,578 

6,390,861 
277,475 

Comparative  amounts           -          • 

5,984,578 

6,012,886 

33.  The  revenue  of  1884-5  was  the  largest  ever  raised  in 
Victoria.  It  exceeded  the  revenue  of  1883-4,  which  was  the 
year  in  which  the  largest  revenue  had  previously  been  realised, 
by  over  355,000/.,  as  already  stated,  and  exceeded  the  revenue  of 
1882-3,  which  was  the  year  in  which  the  next  highest  revenue 
had  been  raised,  by  over  460,000/. 

34.  The  expenditure  of  1884-5  also  was  above  that  of  any 
previous  year,  it  being  greater  than  in  1883-4,  the  year  in  which 
the  next  largest  expenditure  occurred,  by  426,000/.  Prior  to 
1853,  the  annual  expenditure  never  exceeded  one  million  sterling; 
from  1853  to  1872-3  it  usually  fluctuated  between  two  and  three 
millions;  from  1873-4  to  1879-80  it  was  between  four  and  four 
and  three  quarter  millions ;  from  1880-81  to  1883-4  it  ranged 
from  five  to  nearly  five  and  three  quarter  millions ;  and  in  1884-5, 
for  die  first  time,  it  exceeded  six  millions  sterling. 

35.  The  revenue  per  head  in  1884-5  (6i  11*.)  was  greater 
by  3«.  6(/.,  and  the  expenditure  per  head  (fil  78.  ild.)  greater  by 
5*.  2rf.,  than  in  the  previous  year.  The  former,  moreover,  was 
larger  than  in  any  previous  year  since  1857 ;  whilst  the  latter 
was  larger  than  in  any  year  since  1869.  In  proportion  to  popu- 
lation^  both  revenue  and  expenditure  declined  pretty  steadily 


Berenne* 
1884-5  and 
prerious  years. 


Expenditure, 
1884-5  and 
former  years. 


Bevenne  and 
expenditure 
per  head. 
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jear  by  year  from  1862  to  1872-3,  but  in  1873-4  an  augmenta- 
tion took  place,  which  has  been  maintained  ever  since. 

36.  The  various  sources  from  which  the  revenue  of  Victoria  is 
derived  may  be  grouped  in  five  main  divisions,  viz. : — Taxation, 
Land,  Public  Works,  Post  an<2  Telegraphs,  and  other  sources. 
The  Tollowing  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  received  under  various 
heads  in  each  of  those  divisions  during  the  last  two  financial  years, 
together  with  the  increase  or  decrease  under  each  head : — 


Heads  of  Berenne. 

Amounts  received. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1883-4. 

1884-5. 

Taxation. 

Cnstoms    dntiei    (mdnding    also 
wharfage  rates)  -           -           - 

Excise       -                       -           - 

Ports  and  harbours  (chiefly  tonnage 
dues)     .... 

licenses  (business) 

Duties    on    estates    of   deceased 
persons  -           -           -           - 

Stamp  duty           -           .           - 
Landtax  .           •           -           - 

1,769,108 
128,654 

80,871 
81,623 

77,154 

28,575 

133,651 

123,884 

£ 

1,919,539 
141,225 

81,176 
32,535 

124,370 

27,529 

143,382 

128,415 

£ 

150,431 
17,571 

305 
912 

47,216 

9,731 
4,531 

£ 
1,046 

Total       - 

2,318,520 

2,548,171 

229,651 

— 

Laitd  Rbtbhub. 
Land  sales  (including  rents  count- 
Rents  of  Crown  lands  (not  counting 

towards  purchase  money) 
Penalties  undet  Land  Acts 

614,548 

103,189 
1,572 

555,507 

110,777 
278 

7,588 

59,041 
1,299 

Total      - 

719,809 

666,557 

— 

*8,758 

PUBUO  WOBKB. 

Railways  .           -           -           - 
Water  supply 
Other  pubhc  works 

2,079,249 

165,083 

1,866 

8,200,061 

165,968 

3,325 

120,818 

985 

1,459 

— 

Total       . 

2,246,148 

8,369,860 

183,212 

— 

Post  and  Tslborapbb. 

Postal  rec«pts,&c. 
Telegraph  receipts,  &c.      - 

262,822 
86,956 

289,630 
90,926 

27,308 
3,970 

.. 

Total      - 

849,278 

380,556 

31,278 

— 
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Heads  of  Itevenae. 

Amoonts  received. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

1883-4. 

1884^. 

Otbbr  Soimcss. 

Mmteharges         ... 

Mint  sabndy  retained 

Fees,  fines,  &c.  (incliisife  of  fee 
•tan^)  -           •           .           . 

Interest  on  public  account 

Bents  (other  than  Crown  lands)   - 

Miscenaneooa  receq>ts 

£ 
10,415 
4,852 

111,696 

86,587 

8,058 

49,441 

86,326 

£ 
18,042 
5,804 

128,428  . 

98,841 

2,031 

524^82 

31,839 

£ 

2,627 
452 

11,783 
12,804 

2,791 

£ 

1,027 
4,986 

Total      - 

801,828 

825,717 

24,394 

— 

Total  Berenae  Proper     - 
Becoups  or  assets  realised 

5,984,578 
109 

6,290,861 

855,788 

109 

Grand  total 

5,934,687 

6,290,361 

355,674 

ViCTOBU. 


37.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  increase  in  the  revenue  proper  Increased  ro- 
of 1884-86  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  amounting  ^®"»*«»  1884-5, 
in  all  to  365,700/.,  was  the  net  result  of  an  increase  of  229,600t  2^^'/*"''°' 
under  the  head  of  taxation,  123,200/.  under  the  head  of  public 

works,  31,300/.  under  the  head  of  podi  and  telegraphs,  and  24,400/. 
under  the  head  of  other  sources,  less  a  decrease  of  52,800/.  in  the 
land  revenue.  Tn  the  public  works  division  the  largest  increase 
was  120,800/.,  in  the  revenue  from  railways,  whicli,  however,  is  not 
quite  equal  to  what  might  have  been  expected,  viz.,  137,150i,  from 
the  increased  length  of  lines  open  for  traffic.  Notwithstanding  the 
redactions  made  in  the  rates  of  postage  on  newspapers  and  packets, 
and  in  the  charges  for  telegrams  to  the  neighbouring  Colonies,  it 
is  satisfactory  to  note  an  increase  of  31,300/.  in  the  revenue  from 
post  and  telegraphs.  The  increase  in  the  amount  raised  by  taxa- 
tion will  be  subsequently  referred  to.  The  decrease  in  the  land 
revenue  resulted  from  a  falling  oif  of  59,000/.  in  land  sales,  and 
l,300il  in  penalties,  as  against  virhich  an  increase  of  7,600/.  occurred 
in  the  receipts  from  rent  for  temporary  occupation. 

38.  In  addition  to  the  ordinary  expenditure  from  revenue,  large  Expenditare 
sums  are  annually  disbursed  for  various  purposes  from  amounts  of  loans. 
raised  by  means  of  loans.    The  following  table  shows  the  details 
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VrcTOttiA      of  such  expenditure  prior  to  1879-80  and  during  each  subsequent 
""^         year : 

Expenditure  of  Net  Proceeds  of  Loans  to  30^A  June  1885, 


Amounts  Expended. 

Purposes  of 
Expenditure. 

Prior  to 
1879-80. 

1879-80. 

1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-83. 

188»-«4. 

1884-86. 

TotaL 

BaUwajs    - 

18,728.$06 

1340368 

618.427 

79^468 

2.187.183 

1.191.182 

848368 

£ 
2Q308341 

Water  supply 

8.033.764 

m.«76 

63.415 

149303 

867.416 

804385 

172364 

4318323 

Alfred        grariog 
dock. 

841319 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

S41319 

Law  Courts  and  Par- 
liament Houses. 

1S8.708 

78^426 

63321 

67362 

44860 

46306 

668 

486386 

Public  offloei 

161.146 

1.123 

11 

— 

— 

— 

- 

162380 

Defences    - 

98.109 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

98309 

State  school  boUd- 
ings. 

608316 

66386 

84331 

60.698 

66;651 

86»92S 

81335 

960^465 

Tarra  Bridge 

— 

— 

— 

1300 

800 

8382 

8.668 

163«6 

Harbour  works^  Ac 

- 

— 

— 

— 

400 

13.706 

46.077 

60488 

Total 

18397362 

1307.778 

830306 

136i316 

236^310 

1300388 

U68366 

26310359 

Revenne  and  39*  The  following  table  contains  a  statement  of  the  revenue 
expenditnie  of  and  expenditure  of  Australia  and  Australasia  in  1884,  also  the 
lusSilMilL      proportions  per  head  of  population :  — 


Bevenue  and  Expenditure  of  Australia  and  Australasia^  1884. 


Incrwised 
revenue  of 
Australasia  in 
11  years. 


BoTenue. 

Expenditure. 

Total 
Ainonnt. 

Amount 
per  Head. 

Total 
Amount 

Amount 
per  Head. 

Continent  of  Australia 

Ditto,  with   Tasmama   and   New 
Zealand- 

a 

18,041,080 
22,897,880 

£     8.    d. 
7    6    4 

7     1    9 

18,009,881 
22,695,196 

£     8,    d. 
7    6    0 

7    4    3 

40.  A  comparison  of  the  aggregate  revenue  of  the  Colonies  upon 
the  Australian  continent  in  1873  and  in  1884  shows  that  in  the 
11  years  it  had  risen  from  9,161,000/.  to  18,010,000/.  the 
increase  being  nearly  9  millions  sterling,  or  97  per  cent.  If  the 
revenues  of  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand  be  added,  the  sums  shows 
an  aggregate  revenue  for  the  whole  of  Australasia  of  I2,262,000i 
at  the  former,  and  of  22,298,000/.  at  the  latter,  period,  the  increase 
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being  over  10  millions,  or  82  per  cent.     In  the  same  12  years,  the     Victoria. 
population  of  the  Australian  continent  increased  from  1,702,840 
to  2,538,200,  or  49  per  cent.,  and  the  population  of  the  whole  of 
Australasia  increased  from  2,103,000,  to  3,233,040  or  54  per 
cent 

41.  The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  amounts  ^^J  AnSnu 
received  under  various  heads  of  reveiuie  in  the  respective  Australa-  lasian  Colonies, 
sian  Colonies  during  the  most  recent  year  for  which  the  particulars 
are  available.    The  figures  have  all  been  derived    from  official 
sources : — 


Heads  of  Revenue  in  Australasian  Colonies, 

1884. 

HeadfofBereime. 

• 

Victoria 
(1884-6). 

New 
South 
Wales. 

Queens- 
land 
(1884-6). 

South 
iustralla. 

Western 
Australia. 

Tas- 

New 
Zealand. 

TAZATIOSr. 

Cnttomi,  &0.  • 
Bidae- 

Stemp  duties,  Ac     • 
Litufaiid   propertj 

ToiiiiMe,*e.. 
Misoelliuiecmt 

1,919,6» 
liUSS 
82,685 
S954»l 
128,416 

81,178 

1,786,811 

190,028 
826^ 

£ 

987,226 
82,014 
60,788 

106366 

£ 
615,086 

2,464 
28368 

17369 

£ 

117,478 

4,791 
4369 

""lOO 

£ 

254346 
13343 
12,545 
25361 
80386 

6381 

£ 
1300348 
55362 

}  285360 

64.719 

Tota    • 

2,648471 

8,16^366 

1.126387 

663341 

127338 

84^198 

1.765,474 

LiVD  RSVBVUB. 

AUenation     in    fee 
Mople    and    pro- 

Ptotonl  and  mining 

Miioelbmin>iis 

66^607 

80^126 
804»6 

1.868«488 

j  880,760 

828328 
272.167 

879^781 

1  76.498 
1  89,781 

16390 
1  76,689 

603M 
14368 

196386 

r  219,692 
1  11396 

TMal    • 

686,667 

1.768,248 

600379 

896,010 

92,769 

66307 

^:m 

PVBUO  WOBKS. 

Baihra^  and  tram- 

Water  inipply 
OtberpobUe  works- 

166,968 
8,326 

2^802,014 

664388 

608;a48 

19343 

48376 

15.763 

Total    • 

2,860,860 

8.808,014 

664336 

676,773 

19343 

43,476 

1380368 

OBAPHS. 

Telesraph  receipts  - 

t60,680 
90,926 

801,484 
141,680 

96301 
76394 

105,746 

78,438 

8,768 
8,762 

96306 
9480 

182,680 
92318 

Total    • 

880,666 

442,964 

160,196 

184,177 

123H 

85384 

274.908 

Othsb  Soitbobs. 

Mint  receipts 
Fees,  fines,  Ae.    ^' 
Interest    on   paUio 

aoooont. 
Benta    (other   than 

land). 
PUotan,      harbonr, 

andBght  rates. 
PoUlo  school  fees    • 

18,846 
128,428 
9S,3a 

1081 

^6n 

9,790 
98,078 
88,68t 

69,186 

64328 

66319 
165382 

»^867 
88,022 

1326 

19,788 

27,466 

6^484 
45,412 

1326 

16354 

26,257 
62,994 

"msi 

12,724 
1.665 
2318 

16327 

l7686 
88,088 

8,748 
16,293 

I1T7OI 
9377 

2316 
40;i57 

Total    - 

826,717 

466316 

160310  ;     206,127 

88466 

60303 

178,751 

Grandtotal    • 

0,290,361 

7,U7392 

2,720366    2.024328 

290319 

510368 

3.707,488 

42.  In  this  table  the  large  amount  raised  by  excise  duties  in  Excise  and 
Victoria  and  the  oomparatitely  small  amount  in  ihe  other  Colonies  yw^?^^ '" 
will  be  at  once  noticed ;  also  the  fact  that  the  land  tax  in  Victoria         ^' 
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VicTOBiA.     produced  twice  as  much  as  the  property  tax  of  New  2^1and.     It 

is  stated,  however,  that  if  the  full  amount  payable  in  respect  to  the 

latter  had  been  duly  received  it  would  have  exceeded  150,000/., 
or  more  than  the  former  by  22,000/. 
Heads  of  rcve-  43,  It  will  further  be  remarked  that  the  land  revenue  was 
and  New^Sooi^  nearly  three  times  ns  large  in  New  South  Wales  as  in  Victoria, 
Wales  com-  which  item  alone  accounts  for  the  larger  total  revenue  of  the 
pared.  former  Colony.     Indeed,  if  the  Innd  revenues  be  deducted  from 

the  total  revenues  of  the  two  Colonies,  the  revenue  of  Victoria 
would  exceed  that  of  New  South  Wales  by  260,000/.,  the  respective 
amounts  for  1884  being  5,624,000/1  and  5,364,000/.  It  also 
appears  that,  whilst  the  railway  revenue  of  Victoria  is  less  by 
100,000/.  than  that  of  New  South  Wales,  in  both  cases  it  forms 
about  one  third  of  the  total  revenue.  The  total  taxation  of 
Victoria  was  greater  than  that  of  New  South  Wales  by  «bout 
395,000/.,  or  nearly  a  fifth,  under  which  heed  *'  licenses  "  pro- 
duced 88,000/.  more  in  New  South  Wales  than  in  Victoria ;  but 
the  Customs  revenue  of  the  latter  was  the  greater  by  nearly 
200,000/.,  the  revenue  from  Excise  by  61,000/.,  and  the  revenue 
from  stamp  duties  by  69,000/.,  whilst  the  Victorian  land  tax, 
which  has  no  parallel  in  the  neighbouring  Colony,  brought  in  a 
further  sum  of  128,000/.  Under  other  heads,'the  revenue  from  post 
and  telegraphs,  rents  (exclusive  of  lands),  and  miscellaneous 
sources,  preponderated  in  New  South  Wales,  but  mint  receipts, 
fees  and  fines,  &c.,  and  interest  in  favour  of  Victoria. 

44.  In  1884  the  aggregate  land  revenue  of  the  Australasian 
Colonies  amounted  to  over  4,000,000/.,  of  which  nearly  2,800,000/. 
was  received  for  alienation,  and  over  1,200,000/.  for  temporary 
occupation,  &c.  The  following  table  derived  from  the  preceding 
one  shows  the  receipts  from  the  sale  and  occupation  of  Crown 
lands  and  their  proportion  to  the  total  revenue  in  each  Austra- 
Iai>ian  Colony  during  1884.  The  Colonies  are  arranged  in  order 
according  to  that  proportion  : — 

Land  Revenue  in  Australasian  Colonies,  1884. 


Land  revenae 
in  Anstralastan 
Colonies. 


Revenue  derired  from  Crown  Lands  for— 

. 

Proportion 

Alienation 

Temporary 

of  Land 

Colonj. 

in  Fee^imple 

Occupation 

Hevenue  to 

and 

and 

Total* 

total 

progressive 

MisceU 

Bevenue. 

Alienation. 

laneous. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Percent 

1.  Western  Australia      - 

16^20 

76,589 

92,759 

31-9 

2.  New  South  Wales      - 

1,863,483 

389,760 

1,753^43 

24-6 

328,422 

272,157 

600,579 

22-0 

4.  South  Australia 

279,781 

115,^79 

895,010 

19-5 

50,544 

14,963 

65,507 

11-9 

6.  New  Zealand  - 

196,085 

231,288 

427,373 

11'5 

7.  Victoria 

555,507 

111,050 

666,557 

10-6 

Total    - 

2,789»098 

1,211,036 

4,001,028 

17-6 
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45.  It  will  be  noticed  that  oyer  a  sixth  of  the  aggregate  revenues 
of  the  'Australasian  Colonies  in  1884  was  derived  from  Crown 
lands ;  and  that  the  proportion  averaged  between  a  ninth  and  a 
tenth  in  Tasmania,  New  Zealand,  and  Victoria ;  about  a  fif^h  in 
South  Australia  and  Queensland ;  nearly  a  fourth  in  New  South 
Wales;  and  to  nearly  a  third  in  Western  Australia.  It  will 
also  be  remarked  that  in  all  the  Colonies,  except  Western  Australia 
and  New  Zealand,  the  bulk  of  the  land  revenue  was  derived  from 
alienation  in  fee  simple. 

46.  The  total  land  revenue  of  the  Australasian  Colonies 
amounted  in  1878  to  5,814,388/.,  in  1879  to  3,665,349i:,  in  1880 
to  3,802,143./,  in  1881  to  5,744,306/.,  in  1882  to  5,458,963/.,  in 
1883  to  4,042,722/.,  and  in  1884,  as  shown  before,  to  4t,001fi26l 
In  1878  the  proportion  to  the  total  revenue  was  33  per  cent. ;  in 
1879,  22i  per  cent. ;  in  1880  only  17i  per  cent ;  in  1881, 27  per 
cent;  in  1882,  25  per  cent;  in  1883,  18|  per  cent;  And  in 
1884,  to  17^  per  cent  In  1884,  as  compared  with  1883,  a  decreaRe 
of  over  70,000/.  occurred  in  Queensland,  of  over  50,000/.  in  Victoria, 
and  of  nearly  40,000/.,  in  South  Australia ;  but,  on  the  other 
band,  increases  amounting  to  nearly  100,000^,  and  30,000il  took 
place  in  New  South  Wales  and  New  Zealand  respectively. 

47.  Of  the  22^  millions  sterling  which  formed  the  total  revenue 
of  the  Australasian  Colonies  in  1884,  8^  millions,  or  considerably 
over  one  third,  was  raised  by  taxation,  chiefly  through  the  Customs ; 
nearly  6}  niillions  or' nearly  one  third  was  derived  from  rail  ways, 
4  millions  from  Crown  lands,  and  1|  millions  from  post  and 
telegraphs.  The  following  are  the  exact  figures,  also  the  amounts 
per  head,  distinguishing  those  relating  to  continental  Austi*alia{roni 
those  relating  to  the  Australasian  Colonies  taken  as  a  whole  : — 

Heads  of  Revenue  in  Australia  and  Australasia^  1884. 


VXOTOBIA. 

ProspectiYe 
diminutioii  of 
land  revenue 
in  Colonies. 


Fluctoations  in 
land  revenue  in 
Anstralasia. 


Sources  of  re- 
venue in  Aus- 
tralasia. 


Heads  of  Bevenoe. 

Continent  of  Australia. 

Australia,  whh 

Tasmania  and  New 

Zealand. 

Amount 

per  Head. 

Amount. 

Amount 
t»erHead. 

Taxation — 
Customa          - 

Oth^  taxes     - 

6,045,258 
1,207,741 

i(    8.   d, 

2    0  11 

0    9  10 

6,709,547 
1,757,140 

H    8.    d. 
2    2    8 

0  11     2 

Total     - 

6,252,999 

2  10     9 

8,466,687 

2  18  10 

Bailways- 

Post  and  telegraphs 

Other  sources     - 

8,598,994 
5,641,184 
1,152,256 
1,400,647 

1  9     2 

2  6     9 
0    9     4 
0  11     4 

4,042,996 
6,729,886 
1,462,442 
1,595,820 

1  5    8 

2  2    9 
0    9     4 
0  10    2 

Tbtal    . 

18,041,080 

7    6    4 

22,297,880 

7     1     9 

o    50182. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


34 


PAPBBS  BELATINa  TO 


ViOTOmzA. 

Heads  of  ex- 
penditure in 
Anstmlaaan 
Colonies. 


Heads  of  ez* 
penditurein 

Colonies 
conpared* 


Heads  of  ex- 
penditure in 
Anstralaaia* 


48.  The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  amounts 
expended  under  a  few  of  the  principal  heads  in  the  respective 
Colonies  during  the  most  recent  year  for  which  the  particukrs  are 
ayidlable : — 

Heads  of  Expenditure  in  Australasian  Colonies,  1884. 


Heads  of 
ExpeDditmne. 

Victoria 
(1884HS). 

New 
Booth 
Wales. 

Qneens- 

laad 
(1884^). 

South 
Australia. 

Western 
Australia. 

0^ 
mania. 

Kew^ 
Zealand. 

Bailwajs 

Posts  and  telesnpbs 

Interest   on  publio 
debt,^ 

Imndgratkni  •         • 

Other  serrioes 

1«409,998 

68i87S 

1J7W7 

8,08^)68 

M61.489 

478,864 

1.071,066 

80^0 
8,807,670 

£ 
408^286 

888^766 

788486 

113S4 
1386388 

£ 

406366 

800388 
606,784 

88341 
1A80388 

411  II 

£ 

68,788 

64348 
187399 

889368 

£ 
689366 

880377 

1.699.764 

1318398 

Total    - 

6,140366 

6368,188 

8386091 

881307 

681^017 

4101318 

49.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  railway  expenditure  was 
larger  by  40,000il  in  New  South  Wales  than  in  Victoria,  and  in 
eacm  of  those  Colonies  it  amounted  to  close  on  1^  millions 
sterling,  or  between  a  fourth  and  a  fifth  of  the  total  expenditure ; 
but  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  and  the  expenditure  on  post 
and  telegraphs  in  Victoria  were  the  larger  by  200,0002.  and 
62^000/.  respectively.  The  interest  in  the  public  debt  in  Victoria, 
however,  was  not  nearly  so  large  as  in  New  Zealand,  where  it 
amounted  to  nearly  1,700,000/.,  or  to  over  two  fifths  of  the  total 
expenditure. 

60.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  aggregate  expenditure 
under  the  various  heads  referred  to  for  Austrdia  and  Australasia  :-* 

Heads  of  Expenditure  in  Australia  and  Australasia,  1884. 


Hesds  of  Expenditnre. 

Continent  of  Australia. 

Australia,  with 

Tasmania  and  New 

Zealand. 

Amount. 

Amount 
per  Head. 

Amount. 

Amount 
per  Head. 

Rsilways       ... 
FoBt  and  tel^grapha  - 
Intereet  on  pablio  debt,  &c.   - 
ImmigiatioD  -           -           - 
Other  serrioes 

8,40M75 
1,481,789 
8,635,695 
116,022 
9,874,400 

£    8.    d. 
1    7    7 

0  19    0 

1  9    6 
0    0  11 
8  16    0 

4,098,798 

1,786,164 

5,478,858 

116,089 

11,985,854 

£   f  .   d. 

I    6    0 

0  11    4 

1  14  10 
0    0    9 
8  11    4 

Total 

18,009,881 

7    6    0 

92,695,196 

7    4    8 
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61*  In  addition  to  the  expenditure  of  amounts  der  ved  from     Yimcmu. 
the  general   revenue,  as  shown  in  the  last  two  tables^  all  the  t-,.-^"^  jj 
Colonies  spend  large  amounts  on  borrowed  money,  chiefly  on  rail-  tarein^^rt^ 
ways  and  waterworks,  but  also,  in  some  instances,  on  the  construe-  lasian  oolomet, 
tion  of  electric  telegraphs,  harbour  works  and  lighthouses,  defence  ^^^' 
works,  roads  and  bridges,  school  buildings  and  other  public  works, 
and  on    immigration.    The  following  table  shows  the  total  loan 
expenditure  ofthe  various  Colonies  during  1884}  also  the  amounts 
per  head  •'*- 

Expenditure  frmn  Loans  in  AustraUuian  Colonies,  1884. 


NamaofCokmy. 


Tiotoria   • 
New  South  WsIm 
Queensland 
Booth  Australia  - 
Western  Australia 


Total 


TiMmaaia- 
Hew  Zealand 


Grand  Total 


Bj^enditue 
from  Leuis  dnriag  1SS4. 


Total  Amount 


£ 
1»600,S88 

8,678,986 

1,609,447 

1,141,071 

168,452 


8,088,189 

884,087 

1,665,748 


10,087,924 


Amount 
per  Head. 


M    9.  d. 

1  14  5 

4  8  1 

5  1  1 
8  18  0 
5     1  1 


8    5    7 

S  19  10 
S  16    8 


8    8    9 


52.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  aggregate  loan  expenditure  of  Loan  expend!- 
tfie  Australasian  Colonies  in  1.884  was  no  less  than  10  millions  tnreof  dif- 
sterling,  over  3^  millions  of  which  was  spent  by  New  South  Wales^  '•""*  Colonic 
the  amount  being  more  than  twice  as  large  as  that  spent  in  Victoria. 

It  will  also  be  noticed  that  the  loan  expenditure  per  head  of 
population  was  lower  in  Victoria  than  in  any  other  Colony,  and 
very  much  lower  than  in  Western  Australia,  Queensland,  or  New 
South  Wales. 

53.  Of  the  loan  expenditure  of  the  Australasian  Colonies  during  Heads  of  loa  n 
1884  nearly  three  fourths,  or  about  2L  5«.  per  head  of  population,  expenditare  in 
was  spent  in  the  construction  of  railways ;  about  one  twelfth,  or  AneteUMU?^ 
over  5tf.  per  head,  in  waterworks ;  nearly  174,000/.,  or  is.  Id.  per 

bead,  on  the  introduction  of  immigrants  and  the  balance  for  other 
services.    The  following  are  the  amounts,  and  the  amounts  per 

O  2 
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ViototiA.     ]|eady  expended  under  each  of  these  heads  in  Australia  and  Austra- 
lasia respectively  during  1884  : — 


Heads  of  Loan  Expemcliture  in  Australia  and  Atuiralasia,  1884* 


Heads  of  Lotn  Bxpeaditare. 

ContineQt  of  Australia. 

Australia,  with 

Tumania  and  New 

Zealand. 

Amount. 

Amoont 
per  Head. 

Amount. 

Amouot 
per  Head. 

RailwsTB        ... 
Water  stqipt^- 

Inm^gration  ... 
Other  eervices 

£ 
6,181,887 

808,701 

61,695 

1,091,856 

£    8.    d. 
S    9    9 

0    6    6 

0    0    6 

0    8  10 

£ 
7,106,809 

818,879 

178,606 

1,945487 

£   $.   d. 
2    5    2 

0    5    2 

0    1     1 

0  19    4 

Total 

8,088,189 

8    5     7 

10,087,924 

8    8    9 

Public  Debt         54  The  public  debt  of  Victoria  amounted  on  the  1st  October 
1885*  to  88y576>787/.  consisting  of  moneys : — 


Borrowed  in  Victoria 

^f  Great  Britain 

Total 


£ 

-  2^43,407 

-  26,333,380 

-  28,576,787 


Growth  of  the       55.  The  gross  total  of  the  public  debt  inci'eased  from  5,000,0002. 

pnbHcdebt.  in  1860  to  nearly  12,000,00021  in  1870,  and  again  to  over 
22,000,000/.  in  1880-81  the  amount  at  the  end  of  each  decennicd 
period  being  about  double  that  at  the  commencement  During 
the  four  vears  subsequent  to  1880-81,  an  amount  of  5,983,700^ 
was  added  to  the  debt.  The  whole  increase  in  23  years  liras  in  a 
much  greater  ratio  than  the  increase  of  population,  for  the  indebted- 
rfess  per  head  gradually  rose  firom  9i  105.  in  1860  to  29Z.  7s.  2d. 
in  1884-85.  A  considerable  increase  also  took  place  as  compared 
with  the  total  rerenue,  for  whilst  in  1860,  or  three  years  after  the 
Gobny  commenced  to  borrow,  the  debt  was  equivalent  to  only  1| 

*  Oa  the  SOth  of  June  1S86  the  poblic  debt  amoimted  to  80,1S7,8SS/. 
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jears'  revenue^  in  1870  it  was  equivalent  to  3f  years,  and  in 
1884-86  to  over  4^  years  revenue.  The  amount  of  debt  outstand- 
ings together  with  the  average  per  head  and  the  multiple  of 
revenue  at  the  end  of  1860  and  the  two  following  decennial  periods 
and  of  the  years  18S3-84  and  1884-5^  are  shown  in  the  foUowing 
table : — 


YioroRXA* 


Growth  of  the  Public  Debt,  1860  to  1884-5. 


At  Old  of 
the  Unanoial  Tear. 

Amoimt 

ATewge 
per  Head. 

Mnlt^le 
ofRerenae. 

18S0           -           -           -           . 

6,118,100 

A    «.   d. 
9  10    4 

1-66 

1870           .... 

11,984,800 

16    8    5 

8*66 

1880-81     .... 

93,593,102 

86    I    8 

4-36 

1888-84      .... 

98,885,118 

89  19    0 

4-90 

1884-85     .... 

88,676,787 

89    7    8 

4*54 

Note. — On  the  30th  Jane  1886,  the  pnblic  debt  was  80,187,888/.    At  the  i 
date  the  estimated  popolation  was  1,009,758.    The  amonnt  of  indebtedness  per  head 
was  thos  89/.  16s.  9d.  and  the  multiple  of  the  reyenne  was  4*69. 

66.  The  annual  interest  payable  on  the  public  debt  as  it  existed  Interest  on 
at  the  e  nd  of  the  financial  year  1884-5  was  equivalent  to  an  average  ^S£J^i,yoikg, 
rate  of  about  42.  ds.  lOd.  per  cent.,  the  rates  on  the  amounts 
borrowed  for  the  different  works  varying  from  4  to  6  per  cent. 
No  money  has  been  borrowed  at  6  per  cent,  since  1866  ;  and  the 
5,  4|t  and  4  per  cent,  loans  floated  since,  together  with  the  sub- 
stitution of  4  per  cent,  debentures  for  the  6  per  cents,  which  had 
become  due,  have  brought  down  the  rate  of  interest  upon  the 
amount  borrowed  for  railway  construction,  the  average  of  which 
was,  at  the  end  of  1884-85,  only  4/.  lis.  per  cent 

57.  The  total  sum  payable  annually  as  interest  on  the  pubHc  ^^^2d. 
debt  IB  1,283,622/.,  but  as  interest  on  debentures  held  by  the  •"••^P**** 
Government  is  not  paid,  and  as  a  portion  of  the  debt  did  not  bear 

interest  during  the  whole  of  the  year,  the  amount  actually  paid  in 
1884-85  wad  only  1,256,3152;,  viz.,  1,150,684/.  in  London  and 
105,63121  in  Melbourne. 

58.  At  the  end  of  1884  the  aggregate  debt  of  the  Colonies  on  PuhHe  debt  of 
the  continent  of  Australia  was  over  90  millions,  being  nearly  15  t?^^* 
millions  more  than  in  1883 ;  and  the  aggregate  debt  of  Austindia, 

with  the  addition  of  Tasmania  and  New  Zealand,  exceeded  126 
millions  sterling,  being  over  17  millions  more  than  in  1883.  The 
following  are  the  exact  figures,  also  the  proportion  of  indebtedness 
per  head  of  the  population  and  the  proportion  the  aggregate  debt 
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VioroBU.     bore  to  the  aggregate  revenue  of  the  Colonies  within^  the  same 
— —        limits. 


Increase  of 
debt  in  Aai« 
trabfiain 
Uyeait. 


PubUe  Debt  of  AuitraUa  and  Atuiralana,  1884. 

PabUoDebt. 

Total  Amount 

Amonnt 
per  Head. 

of  BeTenoe. 

CkmtiiienlofAiietnli* 

Do.,   with  Tasmania   and  New 
Zealand 

90^87,376 
126,850,558 

A   «.   d. 
85  11    5 

89     1     7 

6-00 
6-67 

69.  During  the  11  years  ended  with,  1884  the  public  debt 
of  Australasuii  taken  as  a  whole,  increased  nearly  threefold  and 
the  proportion  per  head  of  population  was  nearly  doubled.  The 
debt  also  increased  in  a  much  greater  ratio  than  the  public  revenue 
for  whereas  in  1873  it  was  equal  to  the  income  of  the  Colonies  for 
only  about  3^  years,  in  1884  it  was  eoual  to  their  income  for  over 
5f  years.    This  will  be  observed  by  the  following  figures : — 


Inereate  of  Public  Debt  of  Auitralaiia,  1873  to  1884. 


Tsar. 

Pnblie  Debt  of  Australia,  Tasmania, 
and  New  Zealand. 

Total  Amount 

Amount 
per  Head. 

Mult^le 
ofBevenue. 

1878          .... 
1884           -           -           -           - 

48,678,428 
186,850,558 

A   «.   d. 
80    8    8 

89    1     7 

8*46 
5-67 

Inereaae 

88,678,185 

18  19    4 

8-21 

OUeets  of  ^^*  ^  comparing  the  indebtedness  of  the  Australasian  Colonies 

Australasian     with  that  of  Other  countries  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  whereas 
andotber  debts,  the  latter  was  mainly  issued  for  war  purposes,  the  former  baa  been, 

as  a  rule,  contracted  for  the  construction  of  railways,  water  supply, 

and  other  works  of  a  reproductive  character. 

61.  The  marriages  celebrated  in  Victoria  during  1885  numbered 

7,395,  as  against  7,218  for  the  previous  year.     The  excessive 

favour  of  1885  was  thus  177* 


ICarriages, 
1885. 
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62.  The  ages  of  both  bridegroom  and  bride  ^ere  specified  in  the     Viotobu. 
case  of  all  but  61  of  the  7,395  marriages  which  took  place  in  1886.   .     "TT . , 
In  50  of  the  defective  entries  the  age  of  neither  party  was  given ;  gj^^  and  ^ 
in  five  cases  the  age  of  the  husband  was  stated,  but  not  ihat  of  the  brides  in  com* 
wife ;  and  in  six  instances  the  age  of  the  wife  was  given,  but  not  ^"^^on, 
that  of  the  husband.     The  following  table  shows  the  ages  of  the 
husbands  and  of  the  wives  in  combination  :— 


Affes  of  Brideffrooms  and  Brides  in  Combination^ 

1886. 

A«et  of  Brides. 

1 

A^ol 

S 

s 

S 
S 

s 

Si 

s 

$ 

s 

s 

8 

8' 

S 
8 

9* 
S 
8 

a 

9 

i 

a 

8 

8 

a 
s 

i 
a 

8 

8 

a 

8 

a 

8 

a 

p 

1 

17tol8yM«. 
18tol9    •      • 
19toM    .,      . 

soton   .    . 

nto95    »      . 
S5to80    «      . 
80to85    »      - 
85to40     n      - 
40to46     M      • 
4BtO0O    „      • 
60to66     n      ' 
»toOO    »      . 

eoto65   » 

66to70    »      - 
70to76    »      . 
75tO80    »      . 
80to86    „      . 
UiupeeUIed    - 

8 

2 
8 

1 

1 

2 
8 

1 

20 
14 

2 

1 
1 
1 

1 

1 

7 
9 
90 
27 
7 
8 

1 

8 
12 
20 
158 
97 
16 
9 
2 
2 

1 

1 

1 

9 
19 
822 

186 

88 

6 

6 

2 

1 
2 

8 

8 

16 

2B2 

175 

88 

20 

6 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

6 
46 
1.447 
1328 
806 
127 
48 
22 
11 
10 

"l 
"l 

2 

6 

260 

724 

815 

188 

47 

40 

18 

14 

2 

6 

1 

2 

27 
76 
04 
76 
46 
84 
28 
6 
2 
2 

"7 
21 
21 

46 
47 
27 
26 
7 
6 
1 

2 

8 
6 
18 
26 
80 
25 
18 
6 

2 

1 

8 
7 
26 
25 
18 
9 
8 

17 
19 

1 
2 
2 
8 
9 
6 
8 

1 

1 
7 
5 
1 
1 

8 

1 
1 

1 

1 

1 
1 
1 

1 

60 

6 
11 
44 

U7 
2,460 

487 

284 

191 

156 

104 

48 

25 

10 

8 

2 

66 

Total  Brides 

2 

6 

47 

144 

821 

466 

618 

8,848 

i;S59 

880 

209 

126 

92 

60 

81 

18 

2 

1 

55 

7,896 

NoTS.»Tbis  table  may  be  read  thns  .—Two  men  between  45  and  60  married  girls  between 
18  and  19;  two  women  between  40  and  46  married  men  between  21  and  25^  Ac. 

63.  The  births  registered  in  Victoria  during  1885  numbered  Births,  1885. 
29,975   as  against  28,850  in   1884.     The  increase  in  the  year 

under  review,  as  compared  with  the  previous  one,  was  thus  1,125. 

64.  The  births  of  males  during  1885  numbered  15,455,  those  Births  of  males 
of  females  14,520.     These  numbers  furnish  a  proportion  of  106 '44  sad  females, 
boys  to  100  girls^  as  against  a  proportion  of  105*99  in  1884. 

In  the  10  years  1871-80,  137,275  births  of  males  and  131,435 
births  of  females  were  registered,  giving  a  proportion  of  104 '45 
boys  to  100  girls. 

65.  In  1885  237  twin  births  and  one  triple  birth  were  regis-  Twins  and 
tered  as  against  239  twin  births  and  four  triple  births  in  1884.  triplets. 
In  the  10  years  ended  with  1880  2,426  cases  of  twins  and  21 

cases  of  triplets  were  recorded^  the  total  number  of  births  in  the 
same  period  having  been  268,710.  There  were  thus  266,242 
confinements  in  Victoria  during  the  10  years,  and  it  follows  that 
one  mother  in  every  111  gave  birth  to  twins,  and  one  mother  in 
every  12,796  was  delivered  of  three  children  at  a  birth. 

66.  The  illegitimate  children  born  in  1885  numbered  1,308,  or  lUeffitimate 
one  in  every  23  births  registered.     Those  in  1884  were  also  set  birSs. 
down  as  one  in  23,  those  in  1883  and  188%  a9  one  in  21,  in  1881 
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Deaths,  1885. 


Excess  of 
births  oTer 
deaths. 

Deaths  of 
males  and 
females. 


Infantile 
mortality,  1885. 


Causes  of  death 
in  order  of 
fatalify. 


as  one  in  20,  in  1880  and  1879  as  one  in  21,  in  1878  as  one  in 
24,  in  1877  as  one  in  26^  in  1876  as  one  in  27,  and  in  1875  as 
one  in  34.  In  the  10  years  1871-80  out  of  268,710  infants  born 
95868  were  traced  as  having  been  bom  out  of  wedlock,  which 
numbers  furnish  a  proportion  of  one  illegitimate  child  to  every  27 
births. 

67.  The  deaths  roistered  in  1885  numbered  14,3*64  as  against 
13,505  in  1884.  The  increase  in  the  year  under  notice  was  thus 
859. 

68.  The  births  in  1885  exceeded  the  deaths  by  15,611,  or  108 
per  cent.,  as  against  114  per  cent,  in  1884.  In  the  20  years 
ended  with  1885  the  proportion  averaged  121  per  cent. 

69.  In  Victoria  deaths  of  males  in  1885  numbered  8,300,  and 
deaths  of  females,  6,064.  These  numbers  furnish  a  proportion  of  73 
females  to  every  100  males,  as  against  a  proportion  of  76  in  1884, 
and  an  average  also  of  75  in  the  10  yea^  1871-80.  Females  in 
the  total  population  were  in  the  proportion  of  88  to  every  100 
males  during  the  last  two  years,  and  of  about  87  during  the 
decennium ;  therefore  more  males  and  fewer  females  died  than 
their  relative  numbers  in  the  population  might  have  given  reason 
to  expect. 

70.  The  deat^  rate  of  infants  of  1885  was  much  higher  than  in 
the  two  previous  years,  and  was  also  above  the  average,  but  it 
was  not  nearly  so  high  as  in  1882.  The  total  number  who  died 
under  one  year  of  age  in  1885  was  3,771,  and  as  the  births  num- 
bered 29,975j  it  follows  that  1  infant  died  to  every  8  births, 
or  12*57  infants  to  every  100  births.  In  the  19  years  1866  to 
1884,  the  proportion  of  infants  dying  before  completing  their  first 
year  was  12*32  to  every  100  births. 

71.  The  following  table  shows  the  same  causes  of  death, 
arranged  in  the  order  of  their  fatality,  during  1885,  with  the 
numl^rs  who  died  from  each  cause  in  that  year,  and  during  the 
10  years  ended  with  1880,  also  the  order  of  &tality  of  the  different 
causes  during  that  period : — 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  order  of  Fatality. 
(10  Years  1871  to  1881,  and  Year  1885.) 


Order 
ofFatalitj. 

Canses  of  Death 
in  Order  of  Fatality,  1885. 

ISTomher  of  Deaths. 

i 

11 

00 

•-* 

1 

8 

Phthisis 

Pneomonia    -           -           -           -           - 

Atrophy  and  dehility             .           .           . 

Diseases  of  the  organs  of  drcnlation  not 

classed       -           -           -           -           - 

DiarrhoBa 

Accidents      -           -           .           -           - 
Bronchitis     -           •           -           .           - 

10,156 
5,077 
6,987 

5,642 
7,667 
7,447 
4,588 

1,884 
966 
956 

880 
827 
724 
651 

Digitized  by 


Google 


HBB  UAIBSTT'S  OOLOinAIi  P088B88ION8. 


41 


Order 

Number  of  Deaths. 

ofliUality. 

Causes  of  Death 
in  Order  of  Fatality,  1885. 

If 

r^ 

i>* 

i 

1-4 

o^ 

3 

oS5 

1 

S'^ 

|S 

^  ^ 

{H 

16 

6 

Oldage 

8,787 

593 

18 

9 

Cancer          -           -           -           -           - 

8,957 

445 

9 

10 

Typhoid  few            "           -            :           - 

8,973 

424 

17 

11 

Premature  birth         -           -           -           - 

8,715 

865 

14 

12 

Diseases  of  the  nervous  Ajstem  not  cUissed   - 

8,805 

347 

15 

13 

Apoplexy      .           -           -            -            - 

8,750 

888 

10 

14 

Conyolsions  -            -           -            -            - 

3,390 

316 

19 

15 

Diseases  of  the  liver  not  classed 

8,269 

275 

18 

16 

Cephalitis      .            -            -            -            - 

8,388 

266 

20 

17 

Enteritis         .            -            -            -            - 

8,134 

258 

89 

18 

Gastritis        .            -           -            -            - 

1,279 

250 

86 

19 

Paralysis       -           -           .            -           - 

1,547 

210 

84 

37 

80 
81 

Congestion  of  longs,  polmonary  apoplexy     • 
Nephria         -           -           -            -           - 

1,812 
749 

205 
181 

83 

88 

Cronp            ■           -            -            -           - 

1,897 

180 

88 
85 

}"{ 

Whoopinff-congh       -           -           -           - 
Childbir^  and  metria 

1,974 
1,728 

168 
168 

88 

84 

Hydrocephalus          .           .           -           - 

1,894 

161 

11 

85 

Diphtheria     -           -           -           -           - 

3,040 

152 

30 

}»{ 

Want  of  breast-milk  -           .           -           - 

1,165 

115 

13 

Dysentery      -           -           -            -           - 

8,846 

115 

34 

87 

Pleurisy        -           -           -           -           - 

811 

113 

87 

88 

Teething        -           .           -            -           - 

1,469 

111 

88 

89 

Tabes  mesenterica     .           -           -           - 

783 

109 

40 

30 

Alcoholism 

646 

99 

31 

81 

Suicide          -           .           -            -            - 

951 

89 

46 

32 

Epilepsy 

588 

79 

36 

33 

Peritonitis     -           -           -           -           - 

771 

78 

56 

34 

Influenza,  coryza  catarrh 

876 

74 

81 

85 

Measles         ... 

8,080 

69 

53 
39 

}36 

Laryngitis      -            -            -            -            - 
Diseases  of  the  stomach  not  classed  - 

859 
698 

67 
67 

41 
50 

\. 

Diseases  of  the  urinary  organs  not  chissed    - 
Asthma         .           .            .            .           • 

688 
892 

65 
65 

45 

38 

Malformations           .            .            -           - 

590 

62 

47 

39 

Jaundice,  gallstone    .           .           -           - 

473 

61 

33 

40 

Rheumatism  -            -            -           -           . 

817 

60 

49 

41 

Hens  ------ 

424 

59 

35 

42 

Aneurism       -           -           -           .           - 

785 

58 

44 

43 

Diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  not  classed 

598 

56 

56 

44 

Tumour         -           -           -           -            - 

260 

55 

38 

45 

Hepatitis       -           -           .           -           - 

881 

54 

45 

46 

Cholera 

523 

52 

43 

47 

Dropsy          -           -           .           -           - 

613 

48 

51 

48 

Hydatids 

879 

47 

58 

49 

Pericarditis    -            -            -            -            - 

377 

46 

59 

50 

Nephritis        -            -           .            -           - 

218 

45 

58 

}"{ 

Venereal  diseases 

377 

41 

48 

Scrofula        -           -           -           .           - 

451 

41 

48 

60 

}=• 

Brysipelas      -           -           -           -           - 
Cystitis 

619 
803 

40 
40 

54 

58 

Tubercular  diseases  not  classed 

329 

37 

61 

54 

Hernia           .... 

191 

86 

70 

55 

Diabetes        -           -            -            -           - 

146 

83 

57 

56 

Miasmatic  diseases  not  classed 

264 

32 

68 

57 

Murder,  manslaughter           .           ,           . 

190 

30 

Victoria. 
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Imports,  ex- 
portf,  and 
trade,  1885. 


Order 
ofFatalitj. 

Cftoses  of  Death 
in  Order  of  Fatality,  1 

Number  of  Deaths. 

i? 

s 

885. 

i^ 

s 

O  00 

§ 

oSo 

I 

w4  f^ 

tH 

^  ^ 

|S 

67 

58 

Uleeratioii  of  Inteetiiiea 

160 

24 

68 

59 

Skin  diseaaei  not  elaved 

• 

185 

60 

60 

Diseases  of  locomotiTe  qritem  not  olaaied     - 

208 

55 

61 

Thrash          ... 

. 

327 

75 

62 

Ulcer            ... 

. 

86 

72 

68 

Mortification .           -           - 

. 

.  131 

8 

1    r 

Scarhitina      -           -           - 

. 

4,101 

66 

I64J 

Diseases  of  the  organs  of  generation  not 

1       1 

classed       ... 

. 

168 

71 

J    L 

Gout  - 

- 

183 

64 

}«{ 

Ascites          -            -           - 

. 

184 

68 

Privation       -            -            . 

. 

157 

74 

66 

Intussusception 

. 

98 

44 
84 

|67| 

Ovarian  dropsy 

Ischuria         ... 

- 

44 
29 

77 

.68. 

Paramenia     .            -           - 

. 

52 

91 

Dietio  diseases  not  classed     - 

. 

11 

69 
76 

|69J 

Quinsy 
Arthritis 

: 

158 
59 

78 

}70{ 

Purpura  and  scunry  - 

- 

100 

85 

Ostitis,  periostitis      - 

- 

28 

65 

Bemittent  fever 

. 

169 

78 

.71. 

Insanity         .           -           - 

. 

49 

79 

Stone,  gravel 

• 

48 

80 

Stricture  of  the  intestines      - 

. 

44 

80 

}7.{ 

. 

44 

8a 

Carhunde,  boU 

. 

37 

86 

^             ^ 

Chorea          ... 

. 

20 

87 

.7Z* 

Execution      ... 

.     « 

19 

98 

Developmental    diseases    of 

children    not 

classed       ... 

. 

10 

80 
88 

}"{ 

Ague-           ... 
Fistula           ... 

- 

44 

17 

81 

^       c 

Diathetic  diseases  not  ekssed 

. 

38 

90 

.75- 

Chicken-pox - 

. 

18 

98 

Polypus         .           .           - 

• 

9 

94 

J     L 

Pancreas  disease 

. 

3 

88 

— 

Noma 

• 

34 

_ 

86 

— 

Phlegmon,  whiaow    - 

. 

20 

_ 

89 

-. 

Worms          ... 

. 

15 

«. 

90 

m^ 

Parasitic  diseases  not  classed 

, 

18 

_ 

95 



Small-pox     -           .           - 

. 

2 

.^ 

96 

" 

GUmders 

Deaths  from  specified  causes 

1 

— 

122,244 

14,339 

Deaths  from  unspecified 
Deaths  from  all  causes 

causes 

326 

25 

122,570 

14,364 

72.  In  18S5  the  total  declared  value  of  the  imports  was 
18,044,604i;  and  that  of  the  exports  15,561,758i ;  the  excess  of 
imports  over  exports  was  thus  2,492,846/.,  and  the  whole  value  of 
external  trade  was  33^596,362/. 
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73.  The  value  of  imports  was  less  in  1886  than  in  1884  by     Victoria. 
1,167,029/.,  or  by  about  6  per  cent. ;  and  the  value  of  exports  was  importTimd 
also  less  than  in  that  year  by  498,707/.,  or  about  3  per  cent.     The  exports,  1884 
value  of  the  total  trade  was  thus  less  than  in  the  previous  year  hj  ^^  1®S5 
about  1,666,000/.  compwed. 

74.  The  imports  in   1886,  as  indicated  by  their  values,  were  Imports  and 
higher  than  in  any  other  year  of  the  Colony's  history  except  1884  ^^^iJJViowf 
and  1882  ;  ihe  exports,  however,  according  to  the  same  standard,  yean, 
were  exceeded  in  the  five  previous  years  and  in  1868* 

76.  In  the  year  under  review,  the  value  per  head  of  imports  imports  and 
(18/.  10^.  2d.)  was  lower  by  1/.  16^.  9d.,  and  the  value  per  head  of  exports  per 
exports  (16/.  19i.)  was  lower  by  1/.  0*.  4rf.,  than  in  1884.  ^«^- 

76.  The  value  of  the  imports  into  Victoria  of  articles  entered  as  imports  and 
being  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  the  United  Kingdom,  of  other  exporu,  the 
British   dominions,  and  of  foreign  states,  and  the  value  of  the  JJ^^csoun- 
exports  from  Victoria  of  articles  entered  as  the  produce  or  manu-  tries, 
facture  of  the  same  countries  and  of  the  Colony  itself,  also  the 
per-centage   of  such  values  to  the  total  values  of  imports  and 
exports  in  1886,  will  be  found  in  the  following  table  : — 


Imports  and  Exports  the  Produce  of  different  Countries,  1886. 


Articles  the 
Produce  or  Manufieictiire  of— 

Imports. 

Bxports. 

Value. 

Per- 
centage. 

Value. 

Per- 
centage. 

Victoria 

The  United  Kingdom 

Fordgn  States 

8,687,567 
6,880,987 
3,026,050 

47*87 
86*86 
16*77 

12,452,245 

1,258,288 

1,087,269 

759,006 

80-07 
8*06 
6*99 
4-88 

Total    - 

18,044,604 

100*00 

15,551,758 

100*00 

77.  It  will  be  observed  that  80  per  cent,  of  the  exports  of  1886  Exports  of 
were  set  down  as  the  produce  or  manufacture  of  Victoria.     This  ^otorianpro- 
is  somewhat  lower  than  the   proportion  in  1884  or  1888,  but   '*.** 
higher  than  that  which  prevailed  during  the  previous  16  years, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  which  gives  the  total  value 
and  value  per  head  of  artides  of  Victorian  produce  exported,  and 
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VioTOMA.     their  proportion  to  the  total  exports,  in   each  of  the  last  19 
years: — 

Exports  of  Victorian  Produce  1867  to  1886. 


E^MTtt  of  Articles 
produced  or  mamiftctared  in  Victoria. 

Ye». 

Total  Yalne. 

Value 

per  Head  of  the 

Population. 

Per-centage 

of 
Total  Exports. 

1867         ... 

1868 

1869 

1870 

1871 

1872 

1878 

1874 

1875 

1876 

1877 

1878         ... 

1879 

1880 

1881 

1882 

1888 

1884 

1885 

£ 

9,972,888 
11,697,898 

9,589,816 

9,108,828 
11,151,622 
10,758,658 
11,876,707 
11,852,515 
10,571,806 
10,155,916 
11,269,086 
10,676,499 

8,069,857 
11,220,467 
12,480,567 
12,570,788 
18,292,294 
18,155,484 
12,452,245 

A    ».  d. 
15    9    7 

17  12  10 

18  17    8 
12  15    a 
15    2    7 

14  5    8 

15  10    4 
14  14    0 
18    8     6 
12  15    0 
18  18    9 
12  19  11 

9  18     6 
18    8  11 
14    7    8 
14     2    4 
14    9  10 
18  18    2 
12  15     5 

78-87 
75-02 
70-85 
78-00 
76-60 
77-56 
77-61 
78-52 
71-59 
71-54 
74-85 
71-58 
64-80 
70-88 
76-79 
77-68 
81-06 
81-96 
80-06 

Increase  of 
exports  of 
Victorian  pro- 
ducts. 


Imports  of 

principal 

articles. 


78.  It  should  be  pointed  out  that  the  returns  of  articles  set  down 
as  produced  or  manufactured  in  Victoria  are  not  always  reliable^ 
there  being  no  other  evidence  as  to  the  origin  of  such  articles  than 
the  statements  of  the  shippers,  which,  it  is  known  are  some- 
times made  very  loosely.  According  to  the  table  the  total  value 
of  exports  of  local  productions  was  considerably  less  than  in  either 
1884  or  188S,  and  slightly  less  than  in  1882  or  in  1881,  but  was 
above  that  in  anv  previous  year ;  but  the  value  per  head  of  such 
productions  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous  18  years  except 
1870,  1876,  and  1879. 

79.  The  values  of  62  of  the  principal  articles  imported  in  1885 
are  given  in  the  following  table : — 

Imports,  1885. 

£ 

Books      .            .            -            -            -  242,617 

Stotionery            ....  96,343 

Musical  instruments          -             -            -  128,933 

Watches,  clocks,  and  watchmakers'  materials  8 1,767 

CuUery 26,326 

Machinery            -                          -            -  158,380 

Sewing  machines-            -            -            -  71,680 
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£ 

Tools  and  utensUs             .            -            -  38,261 

Building  materials            -            -             -  125,361 

Furniture  and  upholstery               -            -  91,417 

Drugs  and  chemicals         .            -            -  118,542 

Matches  and  restas           ...  24,743 

Opium     -----  39,581 

Paints  and  colours            .            -            .  82,486 

Cari^eting  and  drusgeting              -            -  88,967 

Woollens  and  wooUen  piece  goods             -  854,008 

Silks        -            .            .            .            .  266,338 

Cottons 1,019,410 

Linen,  piece  goods            -             -             -  38,583 

Haberdashery       ...             -  381,826 

Apparel  and  slops              ...  359,514 

Boots  and  shoes    -            -            .            .  109,998 

Gloves     -            -             -            .            .  108,436 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets   -            -            -  108,909 

Hosiery   .....  132,506 

Bags  and  sacks  (including  woolpacks)        -  144,240 

Butter  and  cheese             ...  7,924 

Fish 136,389 

Meats,  Fresh,  preserved,  and  salted             -  15,534 

Fruit  (including  currants  and  rabins)        -  208,863 

Flour  and  biscuit              ...  11,963 

Grain,  wheat       ....  2,929 

I,     oats           -            -            -            -  96,714 

„     other  (including  malt  and  rice)        -  123,222 

Sugar  and  molasses          *            -            -  1,204,021 

Beer,  cider,  and  perry      ...  218,993 

Coffee     ......  90,267 

Hops 18,667 

Spirits     -----  370,292 

Tea         -           -           -           .           .  749,063 

Tobacco,  cigars^  and  snuflF            -            -  251,846 

Wine 112,969 

Candles   -            ...            -  44,510 

Hides,  skins,  and  pelts     -            .             .  181,455 

Leather,  leather  ware,  and  leathern  cloth  -  171,143 

Wool*    .....  2,201,968 

Paper  (including  paper  bags)        -            -  255,137 

Timber    -----  759,523 

Oil  of  all  kinds    •            -            .            .  253,409 

Coal        •            .            -            -            .  450,974 

Earthenware,  brownware,  and  chinuware  -  128,116 

Qlass  and  glass  ware         .            -             .  155,650 

Gold  (exclusive  of  specie)             -            -  355,643 

Specie,  gold         -            -            .            .  3^313 

„      other          -            -            -            .  46,422 


YiOToau. 


*  Indndixig  the  ratae  of  wool  imported  into  Victoria  across  the  Murray. 
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principal 

artidw. 


£ 

Jewellery             -            -            -            -  66,387 
Iron  and  steel  (exclusive  of  railway  rails, 

telegraph  wire,  &c.)      ...  756,801 

Nails  and  screws  -            ...  57,510 

Livestock            ....  882,143 

Fancy  goods         ....  98,598 

Hardware  and  ironmongery           -            -  202,567 

Oilmen's  stores     -            -            .            -  18,842 

Other  articles       ....  2,406,776 

Total  unporu         -            -  18,044,604 

80.  The  exports  oF  41  of  the  principal  articles  arc  in  like 
manner  given  tor  the  same  year. 

ExporU,  1886. 

£ 

Books 78,468 

Stationery            .            .            -            .  43,839 

Machinery            •            .            .            .  116,836 

Woollens  and  woollen  piece  goods             -  112,665 

Apparel  and  slops              ...  318,760 

Boots  and  shoes   -            -            -            -  46,746 

Butter  and  cheese             ...  103,665 

Meats,  fresh  and  preserved            -            -  100,614 

„      salted  (including  hams  and  bacon)  -  30,747 

Flour  and  biscuit              -            -             -  363,895 

Grain,  wheat        ....  408,537 

„      oats           -            -            -            -  10,240 

^,      other  ^eluding  malt  and  rice)       -  44,163 

Potatoes               -            -.           -        .    -  103,644 

Sugar  and  molasses          ...  173,774 

Coffee      -----  19,283 

Spirits     .            -            -            -             -  103,594 

Tea 370,812 

Tobacco,  cigars,  and  snuff             -            -  135,634 

Wine       -            -            -            -       -    -  47,924 

Bones  and  bone  dust        .            »            .  15,669 

Candles 21,906 

Horns  and  hoofs  ....  678 

Hides 10,284 

Skins  and  pelts    -            -            .            -  92,149 

Leather,  leather  ware,  and  leathern  cloth  -  372,916 

Soap        ...            -            -  18,834 

Tallow    .            .            -            -             .  155,918 

Wool*     .....  5,028,011 

Bark                     ....  21,563 

Hay,  straw,  and  chaff       ...  84,826 

*  Indading  wool  from  tciOM  the  Mvrraj,  which  it  slio  inoladed  in  the  returns  of 
imports,  ante. 
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Timber   - 
Oil  of  all  kinds    - 
Gold  (exclurire  of  specie) 
Specie,  gold 
„       nlver 
Antimony,  ore,  renins,  &c. 
Copper  ore,  renins,  &c.  - 
Tin,  tin  ore,  and  black  sand 
lire  stock 

Hardware  and  ironmongery 
Other  articles 

Total  exports 


£ 

27,271 

43,339 

353,362 

3,956,173 

3,121 

492 

1,299 

6,912 

900,801 

38,323 

1,664,083 

15,651,758 


Tiotoau. 


BxccM  of 
81.  In  30  out  of  the  49  years  ended  with  1885  the  value  of  imports  oyer 

imports  to  Victoria  exceeded  that  of  exports  therefrom,  but  in  the  exports,  Ac. 

other  19  years  the  value  of  exports  was  the  greater.     The  follow-  ^®'^  ^  ^®®*' 

ing  is  a  statement  of  the  amounts  by  which  the  imports  exceeded 

the  exports  in  those  years  in  which  the  excess  was  in  favour  of  the 

former,  and  the  amounts  bv  which   the   exports  exceeded   the 

imports  in  those  years  in  which  the  excess  was  in  the  opposite 

direction;   also  the  net  excess   of  imports  during  the  whole 

period: — 

Imports  in  excess  of  Exports,  and  the  contrary^  1837  to  1885. 


Yeir. 

Impofts  in 
excess  of  Exports. 

Exports  in 
excess  of  Imports. 

A 

£ 

1837 

• 

103,901 

— 

188S 

• 

45,939 

— • 

1839 

• 

197,038 

— 

1840 

• 

306,507 

— . 

1841 

• 

164,094 

•. 

1849 

- 

7S»644 

— . 

1843 

- 

— 

66,446 

1844 

• 

—. 

105,785 

1S45 

- 

— 

915,804 

1846 

. 

-. 

109,640 

1847 

- 

-* 

230,815 

1848 

. 

— 

301,683 

1849 

- 

•— 

975,495 

1850 

. 

... 

996,871 

1851 

. 

... 

366,479 

1859 

. 

_ 

3,381,807 

1853 

4,781,093 

— 

1854 

- 

5,883,847 

— 

1855 

« 

— 

1,485,399 

1856 

• 

.» 

527,491 

1857 

. 

9,176,697 

— 

1858 

- 

1,119,040 

— 

1859 

. 

1,756,039 

— 

1860 

• 

9,131,096 

— 

1S61 

• 

-— 

296,154 

1S69 

. 

448,365 

— 

1863 

- 

559,431 

— 

Digitized  by 


Google 


48 


PAPEB8  RELATING   TO 


YlOTORU. 


Year. 

Imports  in 
excess  of  Exports. 

excess  of  Imports. 

1864  .            .            .            - 

1865  .... 

1866  -            -            -            . 

1867  -            .            .            - 

1868  .... 

1869  .            -            -             . 

1870  .... 

1871  -            -            .            . 
1672            -            -            -            . 

1873  .... 

1874  .... 

1875  -            .            .            . 

1876  .... 

1877  .            -            -            - 

1878  .            -            .             . 

1879  -            -            .            - 

1880  -            -            .            . 

1881  -            .            .            - 

1882  -             -            -            . 
1888             .            -             -            • 

1884  .... 

1885  .... 

1,076,481 

106,789 

1,882,165 

444,636 

1,231,402 
1,512,876 
1,918,900 
1,508,867 
1,204,617 
1,236,173 
2,581,368 

466,418 
8,554,508 
1,844,988 
8,151,168 
8,492,846 

1,050,847 
2,278,328 

14,256 

2,215,885 

179,878 

1,397,665 

Total  .... 
Deduct  excess  of  exports 

44,386,388 
14,790,656 

14,790,656 

Net  excess  of  imports  - 

29,595,732 

— 

Balance  of 
trade  in  forty- 
nine  years. 


Steam  and 
sailing  yessels. 


82.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  the  49  years  of  which  mention  is 
made  in  the  table  the  imports  exceeded  the  exports  by  nearly 
29,600,000/.,  or  an  average  of  over  600,000/.  per  annum,  which 
excess  it  should  be  mentioned  would  be  added  to  if  the  value  of 
the  British  and  foreign  built  ships  placed  on  the  register  of 
Victoria  were  included  with  the  imports. 

83.  The  steamers  and  sailing  vessels  which  entered  and  left 
Victorian  ports  in  1885^  together  with  their  tonnage  and  crews, 
were  as  foUows  :— 


Steamers  and  Sailmg  Vessels  Entered  and  Cleared,  1885. 


Description  of  Vessels. 

Vessels. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

IirWABBS. 

Steamers            ... 
Sailing  TCMcls    -           -           - 

1,583 
681 

1,864,487 
866,779 

58,551 
8,078 

Total   - 

8,154 

1,631,866 

66,684 

Outwards. 
Steamers            ... 

Sailing  Tcsseb    .           -           - 

1,586 
593 

1,880,079 
848,818 

58,986 
7,875 

Total 

8,119 

1,688,898 

66,801 
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84,  By  means  of  the  figures  in  the  foregoing  table  it  is  ascer-  ^^T"- — 
tained  that  whilst  steamers  had  one  man  to  every  22  tons  sailing  stetm  ud 
vessels  had  but'one  man  to  every  47  tons.  sailing  vessels. 

85.  The  following  figures  show    the   number  of  post    offices  Postal  returns, 
throughout  the  Colony,  and  the  number  of  letters,  packets,  and 
newspapers  which  passed  through  them  in  the  last  two  years.     A 
satisfactory  increase  is  to  be  ob^rved  in  all  the  items :  — 

Postal  Returns,  18M  and  1885. 


Nomber 
of 

Post 
Offioes. 

Number  despatched  and  received  of 

Tear. 

Letters.* 

News- 
papers. 

Packets. 

Total. 

1SS4  - 
I8S5  - 

1,842 
1,884 

83,408,884 
86,061,880 

15,148,067 
16^77,108 

5,767,781 
6,489,618 

64,814,782 
58,828,606 

Increase 

42 

2,657,996 

1,184,041 

721,887 

4,518,874 

*  Inclading  post  cards.    These  were  first  issued  on  the    1st  April  1876.    The 
number  issaed  in  1885  was  2,528,474,  as  against  2,089,185  in  1888. 

86.  The  letters  despatched  and  received  were,  to  each  head  of  Proportion  of 
the  population,  in  the  proportion  of  35*3  in  1884,  and  of  37*0  in  l«ttaiP«l>6«d' 
1885. 

87.  The  postal  returns  of  the  various  Australasian  Colonies  Pottal  retams  • 
daring  the  year  1884  are  given  in  the  following  table  : —  of  Anstralaiian 


Postal  Returns  of  Australasian  Colonies,  1884. 


Ccdony. 

Number  of 

Post 

Offices. 

Letters  Desuttohed 
andReod^edL 

''•^JSi^**'* 

Total 
Number. 

Number 
per  Head. 

Total 
Number. 

Number 
per  Head. 

Victoria 

New  South  Wales       - 

Booth  Australia 
Western  Australia      - 

l^MS 

1.085 

668 

555 

78 

88^403.884 
48.287.000 

8.929,885 
12.061.482 

1.241,4fi6 

86*81 
47*17 
29*89 
89*06 
88*40 

16.149,067 
2N063,500 
7.608.769 
6390^10 
910^666 

16*01 
27*99 
S6*1S 
22*38 
19*87 

Total 

9.829 

97.863.617 

39*44 

6e;6tf492 

22*88 

Tssmania       ... 
NewZealaod. 

967 

36^411.401 

29-81 
66*89 

S.331A98 
li093.74fi 

26*94 
26*60 

Grandtotol  • 

4.830 

138A03.106 

43*67 

724^4^632 

28*08 

88.  Although    the   letters  and   newspapers    despatched    and  Post  offices  per 
received  in  New  South  Wales  exceed  those  in  Victoria  by  a  fourth,  SSfSLk^"* 
the  post  offices  in  the  latter  exceed  those  in  the  former  by  257  Colonies. 
$0183.  I> 
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65 

square  miles. 

108 

}9 

113 

» 

285 

it 

1,174 

i» 

1,628 

it 

12,512 

>» 

Kewipapen 
and  packets 
per  head. 


VioTouA.     Indeed,  Victoria,  so  far  as  the  establishment  of  post  offices  is  con- 
"~~         cemed,  appears  to  afford  much  greater  facilities  to  correspondents 
than  any  other  Colony  in  the  group.     This  is  made  plain  by  the 
following  figures : — 

Victoria  has  a  post  office  to  every 

New  Zealand  „  „ 

Tasmania  „  ,, 

New  South  Wales  „  ^ 

Queensland  ,,  ,, 

South  Australia  ,,  „ 

Western  Australia  „  ,, 

89.  In  making  the  returns  of  newspapers  despatched  and  re- 
ceived, it  is  probable  that  some,  if  not  all  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
may  have  mduded  packets,  and  this  may  to  a  certain  extent 
account  for  the  extremely  low  position  Victoria  occupies  in  reganl 
to  the  number  per  head.     Should  packets  be  combined  with  news* 

Eapers  in  the  Victorian  returns  the  total  number  in  1884  would 
e  20,910,848,  or  22*24  per  head,  which  proportion  is  not  very 
much  lower  than  that  obtaining  in  some  of  the  other  Colonies. 

90.  It  may  be  remarked  that  in  consequence  of  the  facilities 
existing  in  Victoria  for  communication  with  the  interior  by  means 
of  railways,  newspapers  are  to  a  large  extent  transmitted  by  rail 
in  parcels,  in  preference  to  being  posted.  It  must  also.be 
remembered  that  in  this  Colony  there  is  a  postage  fee  on  news- 
papers, viz.,  a  halfpenny  to  places  within,  and  a  penny  (generally) 
to  places  beyond,  the  Australasian  Colonies  ;  whereas  in  the  other 
colonies  of  the  group,  except  South  Australia  and  New  Zealand, 
newspapers  subject  to  certain  exceptions  and  restrictions,  are 
carried  free  by  post.  The  fact  of  a  fee  being  charged,  no  doubt 
acts  as  a  check  on  the  posting  of  newspapers,  and  is  probably  the 
chief  reason  why  the  number  here  compares  unfavourably  with  the 
number  in  those  Colonies  in  which  they  are  carried  free. 

Electric  tele-         91.  During  1885  the  Victorian  telegraph  lines  were  extended 
grapbi.  by  234  miles,  and  the  length  of  wire  was  added  to  by  767  miles ; 

a  fair  increase  also  occurred  in  the  number  of  telegrams.  The 
number  of  stations,  the  length  of  lines  and  wire,  and  the  amount 
of  business  done  in  the  last  two  years  are  given  in  the  following 
table:— 

Electric  Telegraphs^  1884  and  1885. 


Number  of 
newspapers 
posted  in 
Victoria. 


Tear. 

Number 

of 
Stations. 

Number  of 
MOesof 

Number  of  Telegrams. 

Line 
(poles). 

Wire. 

Paid. 

Unpaid.* 

Total. 

1884  . 

1885  . 

401 
411 

3,715 
3,949 

8,850 
9,617 

1,120,626 
1,534/422 

60,807 
90,244 

1,181,433 
1,624,666 

Increase 

10 

284 

767 

413,796 

29,437 

443,238 

•  These  are  Goyemment  telegrams. 
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92.  On  the  1st  July  1885   a  reduction  was  made  in  the  rates     Victokia. 
chargeable  on  telegrams  transmitted  to  places  within  the  Colony  ^  ,  I^r"' 
from  1*.  for  ten  words  or  less  to  6rf.  for  six  words  or  less ;  and  in  tele^plT  *" 
order  to  provide  for  the  increase  of  business  consequent  on  such  charges. 
reduction   some  additional  lines  were  erected,  and  quadruplex 
instruments,  by  which  the  carrying  capacity  of  the  lines  is  in- 
creased fourfold,  were  worked  on  the  main  lines.     From  the  1st 
January  1885  a  reduction  was  also  made  in  the  rate  to  New 

South  Wales  from  2s.  to  Is.  for  ten  words;  and  from  the  1st 
January  1886  substantial  reductions  were  also  made  in  the 
charges  for  telegrams  to  Europe.  These  reductions  resulted  in  an 
increase  of  local  business  of  41  percent.,  with  a  decrease  of  revenue 
of  4^  per  cent. ;  and  an  increase  of  inter-colonial  business  of  39 
per  cent.,  with  a  decrease  of  revenue  of  13  per  cent.  With 
reference  to  these  decreases,  the  Honourable  the  Postmaster- 
General  (Mr.  F.  T.  Derbam,  M.P.)  remarks  as  follows : — **  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  the  telegraph,  as  well  as  the  postal  business  of  the 
Colony,  has  always  been  conducted  at  a  loss,  the  expenses  having 
invariably  been  in  excess  of  the  receipts ;  and  it  is  worthy  of 
remark  that  experience  has  conclusively  shown  that  every  reduction 
in  the  telegraph  rates  has  tended  to  increase  the  loss." 

93.  Besides  the  telegraphic  wires,  there  were  in  operation  at  the  Ttfapbooes. 
end  of  1885  1,154  telephone  ''exchange"  wires,  of  a  total  length 

of  1,111  miles,  worked  by  private  companies;  also  137  private 
wires^  of  a  total  length  of  384  miles,  for  telephone  and  other 
purposes.  The  former  yielded  a  revenue  to  the  State  of  4,208/., 
and  tlie  latter  oF  1,594/.  As  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
the  telephone  '*  exchange'*  wires  increased  by  241,  and  the  private 
wires  by  18.  In  1884  about  four  miles  of  subterranean  telephone 
cables  were  laid,  two  miles  containing  100  wires,  and  two  miles 
50  wires,  but  no  underground  cables  were  laid  during  1885.  The 
important  question  of  carrying  both  telegraph  and  telephone  wires 
underground  in  cities  and  towns,  especially  in  Melbourne,  has, 
however,  been  engaging  the  serious  attention  of  the  Postal  De- 
partment, and  a  board  was  recently  appointed  to  examine  into 
and  report  upon  several  schemes  for  the  purpose  which  had  been 
submitted  by  the  inventors.  The  reports  furnished  by  the  board 
are  now  under  consideration,  but  the  selection  of  a  scheme  for 
general  adoption  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty,  no  system  of 
undergrounding  having  yet  been  proved  undeniably  successful  in 
any  part  of  the  world. 

94.  By  the  following  statement  of  the  number  of  miles  open  Miles  open  and 
and  the  number  of  train  miles  travelled,  and  of  the  passengers  and  travellod. 
goods  carried  during  the  calendar  year  1 883  and  the  financial 

year  1884-5,  it  is  shown  that  a  considerable  increase  took  place  in 
all  the  items,  the  train  mileage  and  goods  traffic  having  increased 
by  20  per  cenr.,  and  the  passengers  carried  by  as  much  as  81  per 
cent.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  both  years  only  a  portion 
of  the  extent  set  down  as  open  was  so  during  the  whole  year. 
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Railways. — Miles  Open  and  Travelled,  and  Passengers  and 
Goods  Carried,  1883  and  1884-5. 


Tear. 

Extent 
Opened. 

Train 
MUeage. 

Pasaengeri. 

Goods  and 
Livestock. 

1888       . 
1884-5   . 

Miles. 
1,562 

1,676 

IClei. 
5,701,618 

6,849,818 

No. 

86,485,804 

84,814,002 

Tons. 
1,881,760 

2,272,861 

InereaM 

114 

1,148,805 

8,828,698 

890,601 

Reenptsaad 

WOfWkg 

expenses. 


95.  The  following  were  the  rwlway  receipts  and  working 
expenses  during  the  calendar  year  1883  and  the  financial  year 
1884-5.  Theformer  was  the  last  complete  year  under  the  old, 
and  the  latter  the  first  complete  financial  year  under  the  new, 
management : — 


Railways. — Receipts  and  Working  Expenses,  1883  and  1884-5. 


Ineieaseiii 
railway 


Reoeipts. 

Working 
Expenses. 

Net 
Income. 

Proportion 
of  workinir 

Tear. 

Paatenger 
Fares. 

Frdght 

on  Goods 

and  Live 

Stock. 

Sundries. 

Total. 

1888 

1884-6       • 

786*778 
0ia»161 

980357 

180,681 
IBWW 

1398^1 
W81.98S 

B 

1,278,022 

W77,426 

B 
624,888 

07-11 
66*66 

Inorease  • 
Peerease- 

120.88B 

128^ 

ssisea 

288,621 

8*603 

280A18 

8.66 

96.  It  will  be  observed  that^  although  the  average  extent  of 
railway  lines  open  tor  traffic  was  only^  7  per  cent,  greater  in 
1884-5  than  in  1883,  the  net  income  increased  by  280,000/.,  or 
by  over  two-fifths ;  it  was  also  greater  by  over  150,000/.  than  in 
1881,  when  the  net  income  received  was  next  largest  to  that  in 
the  vear  under  review.  This  satisfactory  result  was  due  to  the 
largely  increased  revenue  under  all  heads,  combined  in  the  very 
small  increase  in  the  working  expenses,  which,  in  proportion  to 
the  receipts,  showed  a  considerable  falling  oflF.  In  regard  to  the 
working  expenses,  however,  it  should  be  pointed  out  that  in  1883 
they  were  unusually  heavy,  owing  to  extensive  renewals  of  the 
permanent  way,  the  proportion  of  working  expenses  to  receipts, 
viiL,  67  per  cent.,  being  in  consequence  the  highest  yet  recorded. 
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In  1884-5  this  proportion,  68 J  per  cent,  was  higher  than  in     Viotoku. 
any  previous  year,  except  1883  and  1882  ;  prior  to  the  last  named 
year  the  proportion  had  always  been  less  iiian  55  per  cent. 

97.  The  following  table  shows  the  average  extent  of  Gt)vemment  Stfidiigiand 
railways  open,  and  the  gross  earnings  and  expenses,  and  the  net  !^"**^ 
profits  per  mile  open,  in  each  of  the  last  thirteen  years : — 


Earnings  and  Expenses  of  Raiboays  per  mile  open,  1873-4  to 

1885-6. 


Year. 

Ayerage 
Number  of 
Milefl  open. 

Gross 
earnkjgsper 

Expenses 
perMOe. 

Ket     ' 
Profits  psr 
MUe. 

1878-4    . 

414 

2,056 

905 

U51 

1874-5    . 

541 

1,701 

890 

811 

1875-6    - 

608 

1,636 

821 

815 

1877 

787 

1,448 

753 

690 

1878 

967 

1,258 

647 

611 

1879 

1,091 

1,120 

587 

583 

1880        - 

1,194 

1,250 

682 

568 

1881 

1,215 

1,371 

752 

619 

1882 

1,300 

1,370 

845 

525 

1888        - 

1,432 

1,326 

890 

436 

1884  (6  monthf) 

1,598 

701 

425 

276 

1884-5    - 

1,655 

1,818 

772 

546 

1885-6    • 

1,691 

1,877 

775 

602 

98.  It  will  be  observed  that,  as  the  railways  are  extended,  the  Deerease  of 
net  profits  per  mile,  as  a  rule,  gradually  decrease ;  thus  in  1873-4,  net  profits  per 
when  the  extent  open  amounted  to  only  25  per  cent  of  that  °"^ 
open  in  1884-5,  the  annual  net  profits  per  mile  were  more  than 
twice   as  great  as   at   the   latter    period.     In   1880   and   1881 
exceptional  increases  occurred  in  this  item,  which  was  in  consequence 
of  the   transactions  of  the  late  Melbourne  and   Eobsou^s  Bay 
Company's  lines,  on  which  the  net  profits  per  mile  are  naturally 
larger  thsxi  on  the  country  lines,  were  included  for  the  first  time 
in  those  years.     It  is  satisfactory  to  notice  that  a  minimum  of  net 
profits  per  mile  seems  to  have  been  reached  in  1883,  and  con- 
siderable improvement  took  place  in  the  first  six  months  of  1884, 
and  the  12  months  of  1884-6. 
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VioTOBiA.         99^  The  following  is  a  statemeiit  of  the  length,  capital  cost. 
Lengthy  cost,     receipt,  working  expenses,  and  net  revenue  of  the  railways  in  each 
and  rerenne  of  Australasian  Colony  during  the  year  1884: — 
nulw^in 
each  Colony. 

Length,  Capital  Cost,  Receipts,  and  Working  Expenses  of 
Railways  in  Atistralasian  Colonies ^  1884. 


At  end  of  1884. 

Burinff  the  Tear  1884. 

Otdony. 

Number  of 
Mites  open. 

"^ 

Working 
Bzpenses. 

^Net 
Revenue. 

Victoria 

N«wSoathWftlM       - 
Qaeenaland   •            •            • 
South  AoftnOia 
WertemAQfltnOiA      • 

1,668 
1,666 
1.807 
1,060 
118 

tf,070W 
90^060^138 

7,878,690 
881.886 

9,196^48 

8,086337 

688381 

606330 

90309 

e 

1336300 

1301359 

857336 

889,798 

18J14 

£ 
860340 

784378 

978,006 

988316 

9396 

Total 
Tasmania      •           .           • 

6»71S 

816 
1,670 

68»487,078 

1.7W,98» 
11,810,194 

114,768 
1.045,712 

8395,481 

95,748 
600.096 

9.144384 

19,090 
S66»686 

Grandtotal  • 

7,407 

78,041311 

6.700346 

ilRl,906 

9319340 

Cost per  mile         100.  The  average  oost  of  railways  per  mile,  as  deduced  from 
^L^cSSi"    the  figures  in  the  above  table,  ranges  from  13,271/.  in  Victoria  to 
^  ^^      3,236Z.  in  Western  Australia.    The  following  are  the  figures  for 
each  Colony : — 


each  Colony. 


Capital  Cost  per  mile  of  Railways  in  each  Colony. 
{At  the  end  of  18S4.) 

£ 

-  13,271 

-  12,060 

-  8,344 

-  7,522 

-  7,151 

-  6,868 

-  3,236 


1.  Victoria 

2.  New  South  Wales 

3.  Tasmania 

4.  New  Zealand  - 

5.  Queensland    - 
6*  South  Australia 
7.  Western  Australia 


Proportion  of  101.  In  1884  the  net  railway  revenue  bore  a  higher  proportion 

raiiirnj!  to  the  capital  cost  in  Victoria  and  New  South  Wales  than  in  any 

coir^  eadi  ^^  ^^^  other  Colonies,  the  proportion  being  in  favour  of  the  latter 

Colonj.  by  a  vcr}'  small  fraction.     This  will  be  observed  from  the  following 
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figures^  M^bich  also  show  that  the  railways  of  Weslem  Australia  Victoriju 

did  not  pay  1  per  cent,  and  those  of  Tasmania  only  just  1  per  — ^ 
cent,  whilst  those  of  the  other  Colonies  pay  between  3  and  4  per 
cent,  upon  their  capital  cost : — 

Proportion  of  Net  Revenue  to  Capital  Cost  of  Railway  $  in  each 
Colony,  1884. 

Per  cent. 

1.  New  South  Wales  ...    3.91 

2.  Victoria  ....    a-go* 
3»  Queensland        ....    3*16 

4.  South  Australia-            ...  3*08 

5.  New  Zealand     -            -            -            -  3-01 

6.  Tasmania           ....  1*06 

7.  Western  Australia.         -            -            -  '71 

102.  Taking  the  continent  of  Australia  as  a  whole,  the  capital  Ayengeoost 
cost  of  railways  averaged  10,23U  per  mile,  and  the  proportion  of  J^P*^*?^' 
net  revenue  to  cost  was  3*6  per  cent.     Combining  the  Australian  AnsteSlaiuid 
continent  with  Tasmania  and  New   Zealand,  the    capital    cost  Aastralasia. 
averaged  9,610/.  per  mile,  and  the  proportion  of  net  revenue  to  cost 

was  3*5  per  cent 

103.  The  total  number  of  farm  holdings  visited  in  1885-6  was  Number  of 
38,384,  of  which  37,066  were  in  shires,  1,103  in  cities,  towns,  or  ctt^tiTators. 
boroughs,  and  215  in  places  outside  of  local  jurisdiction.     In  the 

Erevious  year  the  number  of  farms  visited  was  38,139,  the  increase 
eing  thus  245. 

104.  The  extent  of  land  returned  as  under  cultivation  amounted  Land  under 
to  2,405,157  acres,  as  against  2,323,493  acres  in  1884-^.     The  ^"^•K®- 
increase  shown  by  the  figures  was,  therefore,  81,664  acres. 

105.  The  average  area  in  cultivation  to  each  person  in  the  Area  culti- 
Colony  was  about  2^  acres  in  the  year  under  review,  as  against  2^  ^^  per  head 
acres  five  years  previously,  and  1^  acre  10  years  previously.     The      ^' 
exact  amounts  at  the  three  periods  were  as  follows : — 

Average  Area  cultivated  to  each  P&rion  in  the  Colony. 

Acres. 

1875-6 1-37 

1880-81 2-32 

1885-6 2-47 

106.  The  principal  crops  grown  in  Victoria  are  wheat,  oats,  Landnnder 
barley,  hay,  potatoes,  and  green  forage.     In  1885-6  a  smaller  area  princ>P»^  crop*- 
was  placed  under  wheat  than  in  1884-5  or  1883-4,  but  a  larger 

area  than  in  any  other  year.     The  extent  under  the  remainder  of 
these  crops,  however,  was  larger  in  1885-6  than  in  any  previous 


•  In  1SS5  tliis  proportion  was  4*07  per  eent. 
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ViovoRiA.     y^r*    'I^he  following  table  shows  the  extent  of  land  under  each  uf 
these  crops  in  the  last  two  seasons : — 


Land  under  Principal  Craps,  1886  and  1886. 


Tear  ended  March. 

Wheat. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

Green 
Forage. 

1885  -           -           - 

1886  -           -           - 

Acres. 
1,096,854 

1,090,082 

Acres. 
187,710 

215,994 

Acres. 
62,278 

74,112 

Acres. 
38,768 

42,602 

Acres/ 
889,925 

421,086 

Acres. 
882,859 

884,899 

Increase 
Decrease 

76,272 

28,284 

•11,889 

8,889 

81,811 

1,540 

FMdace  of  ^^''*  '^^^  foUowing  is  a  statement  of  the  gross  produce  of  each 

principal  crops,  of  the  principal  crops  in  1883-4  and  1884-5  : — 


Cfrois  Produce  qf  Principal  Crops,  1885  and  1886, 


Tear  ended  March. 

Wheat. 

Oats. 

Barley. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

BashelB. 

Bushels. 

Bushels. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1885 

. 

10,488,146 

4,892,695 

1,082,480 

161,119 

871,046 

1886 

Increase 

9,170,588 

4,692,808 

1,802,854 

168,202 

442,118 

— 

299,608 

220,424 

9,088 

71,072 

Decrease 

1,262,608 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tield  of  108.  In  the  past  season,  over  the  Golvn  y,  as  a  whole,  the  acreable 

P^^^V^ctops,  yield  of  wheat,  barley,  and  hay  was  below,  and  that  of  oats  and 
to  188S.  potatoes  above,  the  average ;  thus,  the  yield  per  acre  of  wheat  was 
lower  than  in  any  of  the  previous  14  years  except  1878-9 ;  that  of 
barley  was  lower  than  in  any,  except  1 884-5, 1882-3,  and  1880-81 ; 
and  that  of  hay  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  years.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  yield  per  acre  of  oata  was  exceeded  only  in  the  previous 
four  years,  in  1879-80  and  1876-6  ;  and  that  of  jiotatoes  was  iW 
highest  in  the  .15  years.     This  will  be  seen  by  the  followii^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  MAJ£8Tr*8  OOLONIAL  POSdESStONS. 


67 


table,  which  shows  the  yield  per  acre  of  those  five  crops  during 
each  of  those  years,  also  the  average  dnring  the  whole  period :  — 


Victoria. 


Average  Produce  of  Principal  Crops^  1872  to  1886. 


Yetr  ended  March. 

Ayenge  Prodace  per  Acre  of— 

Wheat. 

Oat8. 

Barley. 

Potatoes. 

Hay. 

BushelB. 

Boshels. 

Bosbels. 

Tons. 

Ton*. 

1872  . 

13-45 

18-76 

20-00 

3*22 

1*40 

1873  ... 

16-61 

19*55 

20-86 

3*45 

1*82 

1874  . 

13-58 

15-69 

19-84 

3-86 

1*27 

1875  - 

14-57 

18-46 

21*01 

3-53 

1-32 

1S76  - 

15-49 

21*92 

29-30 

3*37 

1-33 

1877  . 

18-15 

19-91 

21-18 

3-31 

1*22 

1878  - 

13*41 

19-39 

19-81 

3-11 

1*17 

1879  - 

8-76 

17-60 

18*24 

2-71 

1*21 

1880  ... 

13-29 

24-00 

24*67 

4-04 

1-45 

1881   - 

9-95 

17-63 

15-57 

2-81 

1-20 

1882  . 

9-40 

24-57 

19-07 

3*43 

1*13 

1883  .            «            . 

9-08 

•   26-17 

17-35 

3*78 

1*06 

1884  .            - 

14-10 

25-07 

23-84 

4*01 

1-43 

1885   - 

9-53 

23-40 

17*38 

4*16 

1*09 

1886  ... 

8-99 

21*72 

17-58 

4*44 

1*05 

Mean    .     . 

12-15 

20*92 

19*84 

8-48 

1*24 

109.  Information  as  to  the  numbers  of  live   stock  kept  was  Liye  stock, 
obtained  at  the  census  o(  1881,  and  since  that  time  the  figures  1681  and  1886. 
have  been  brought  on  by  estimates  furnished  by  the  municipal 
authorities.    The  following  are   the  census -numbers,  and   the 
numbers  in  March  1886  as  derived  from  the  municipal  estimates 
alluded  to : — 

Live  Stock,  1881  and  1886. 


HoriBs. 

Cattle. 

Sheep. 

Period. 

Milch 
Cows. 

BxcludTe 

ofMUoh 

Cows. 

Total. 

Pigf. 

8vd  April  1881  (enumerated)  • 
Mardi  1886  (eitiinated) 

270,616 
80i098 

329,196 

888,896 

957,060 
956,892 

1.286,2«7 
1,290.790 

10,380,?85 
10.681387 

841.936 
239337 

Increue     - 
DecreMo     - 

28,582 

4.700 

177 

4,628 

821.662 

2.099 

110.  According  to  the  estimate  of  the  Mining  Department,  the  Qoldnieed, 
gold  raised  in  Victoria  in  1886  was  735,218  oz.,  which  is  less  than  18W  sad  1885. 
the  quantity  obtained  in  1884  by  43^400  oz.,  representing  at  4/. 
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VicTOBTA.     per  oz.  a  diminished  value  of  173^600/. 
figures  for  the  two  years : — 


The  following  are  the 


Quantitt/  and  Value  of  Gold  raised  in  1884  and  1885. 


Gold  raised, 
1871  to  1885. 


Tear. 

Qold  raised  in  Victoria. 

Estimated  Quantity. 

Value,  at  4/.  per  of. 

1884  .... 

1885  .            -            -            - 

Om. 

778,618 

785,218 

£ 
3,114,472 

2,940,872 

Decrease     -           -           . 

48,400 

173,600 

111.  From  1871  to  1879  the  quantity  of  gold  raised  from  year 
to  year  had  been  steadily  diminishing,  but  in  tlie  next  three  years 
an  improvement  took  place,  which,  however,  was  not  sustained  in 
the  next  three  years,  the  yield  in  the  last  of  these  being  less  than 
in  any  other  since  1851.  The  following  figures  give  an  estimate 
of  the  quantity  of  gold  raised  in  1871  and  each  subsequent 
year:— 


Gold  raited, 
1851  to  1885. 


Estimated  quantity  of  Gold  raised,  1811  to  1885. 

/ 

Oia. 

1871 

- 

- 

- 

1,365,477 

1872 

- 

- 

- 

1,282,521 

1873 

• 

- 

- 

1,241,205 

1874 

- 

- 

- 

1,165,972 

1875 

- 

- 

- 

1,095,787 

1876 

- 

- 

- 

963,760 

1877 

- 

- 

- 

809,653 

1878 

- 

- 

- 

775,272 

1879 

- 

- 

- 

758,947 

1880 

- 

- 

- 

829,121 

1881 

- 

. 

m 

858,860 

1882 

- 

- 

. 

898,536 

1883 

- 

- 

- 

810,047 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

778,618 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

736,218 

112.  Carrying  on  to  the  end  of  1885  the  calculations  given  in 
previous  years,  the  following  may  be  estimated  as  tlie  total 
quantity  and  value  of  the  gold  raised  in  Victoria  from  the  period 
of  its  first  discovery  in  1851.     The  figures  give  an  average  per 
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annum  during  the  whole  period  of  about  1,535,000  oz.,  which  is     Vi^toma. 
more  than  twice  the  quantity  raised  in  1885  : — 

Estimated  Total  Quantity  and  Value  of  Gold  raised  in  Victoria, 

1851  to  1886, 


Gold  nosed  in  Vietoria. 

EitimatedQoantity. 

Valne  at  4/.  per  os. 

Prior  to  1885     -            -           -           - 
During  1885      -           .           -           - 

Cm. 
52,992,768 

785,218 

211,971,072 
2,940,872 

Total      -           -           .           - 

58,727,986 

214,911,944 

113.  Thequantityofgoldraisedinall  the  Australasian  Colonies,  Gold  raised  in 
from  the  period  that  deposits  of  that  metal  were  first  discovered  in  n^lf**^ 
1851  to  the  end  of  1884,  is  estimated  to  have  amounted  to  over  78 
million  ounces,  valued  at  over  306  million  pounds  sterling.  The 
following  table  contains  particulars  of  the  quantity  and  value  of 
the  gold  produced  in  each  Colony  during  that  period.  Western 
Australia  is  absent  from  the  list,  since  litUe,  if  any,  gold  has  yet 
been  discovered  there : — 


Produce  of  Gold  in  Australasian  Colonies. 


Gold  prodnoed* 

Ooloay. 

Friar  to  1881 

Daring  1884. 

TotaL 

Bstimated 
Quantity. 

Valne. 

Bsti. 

mated 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Bstimated 
Quantity. 

Vahie. 

Victoria      • 
Kew  South  Wales- 
Queensland 
Booth  Anstialia    • 

OS. 

62,814,150 

9,482,769 

4,221^6 

18M81 

206366,600 

34^,819 

14,775466 

6»»,771 

OS. 

778,618 

105,988 

807,804 

21,446 

3414^ 

880329 

1377314 

80398 

OS. 
62392,768 

9388392 

4329380 

164^686 

£ 
211371372 

86361348 

16368,480 

610364 

Total  of  Aostralia  • 
Tasmania   - 

66,001^ 

886,728 
10,276,647 

26848S366 

1J8U886 
40W^ 

1,118310 

42340 
24630S 

4362306 

160304 
968363 

67316376 

878368 
10322340 

268,796,764 

1362380 
41364.485 

Total  Anstralada- 

76,618,841 

800^700,214 

1302348 

6312366 

78.116384 

806312379 

NoTB.— The  estimated  quantity  raised  in  1885  was  as  follows :— Victoria,  785318  os. ;  South 
Australia,  24398  os. ;  Tasmania,  41341  oz. ;  New  Zealand,  237371  oz. 

114.  The  following  table  contains  a  statement  of  the  average  Wages, 
rates  of  wages  paid  in  respect  to  engagements  made  in  Melbourne 
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VicTORtA.  in  1885.  It  has  been  compiled  from  statements  obtamed  firom  the 
best  authorities,  and  is  believed  to  be  fairly  representative  of  a 
state  of  affairs  which  must  alwavs  be  subject  to  some  fluctuations. 
Throughout  Victoria  the  recognised  working  day  for  ariizans  and 
general  labourers  is  eight  hours  :— 


Wage$  in  Melbourne,  1885. 


Description  of  Labour. 


1SS5. 


Agriculturai  Labour. 

Farm  labonrera       •  .  .  .    per  week,  and  found  - 

JPlonj^hmen  "••"■"j>  »>" 

Beaperft*      -  -  -  -  -    per  acre  „ 

Mowers*      -----    per  acre  „ 

Threshers*  -----    perbnshel        „ 

Pastoral  Labottr. 

Shepherds  -  .  -  -  per  annnm,  with  rations 

Stock-keepers        -  -  -  .  „        andfonnd 

Hat-keepers  ....  ,,        with  rations 

Generally  usefol  men  on  stations  -  -    per  week,  and  found    - 

Sheep-washers       ----,»  >» 

Shearers    -  -  •  •  -      per  100  sheep  sheared 

ArUzofi  Labour. 

Mksons     -----  per  day,  withoat  board 
Plasterers  -----  „  „ 

Bricklajers  -  -  -  -  „  ^ 

Carpenters  -  -  -  -  j,  ^^ 

Blacksmiths  .  -  -  .  ^  ,, 

ServantM — Male$  and  Married  Couples. 

Married  eonples,  without  ftunilj  -  per  annmn,  with  board  and  lodging 
Married  couples,  with  fiunilj        -  ,i  „  • 

Men  cooks,  on  fiftrms  and  stations  -  „  „ 

Grooms,  coachmen,  &c.    -  •         per  week,  „ 

Gardeners  -  -  •  f>  »> 

Servants-^Females. 

Cooks  -  -  -  per  annum,  with  board  and  lodging 

Laundresses    -  -  -                 »                         » 

General  servants  . .  -                „                         ,, 

Housemaids     -  -  -                 >•                         i> 

Nursemaids      -  -  -                »                         m 

Miscellaneous  LtUnmr. 

General  labourers  .  -  -  -     per  day,  without  board 

Stonebreakers        -  -  -      per  cubic  yard  ,i 

Seamen     -----        per  month,  and  found 
Miners      -  -  •  -  -    per  week,  without  board 


I5s.  to  20». 
20s.  to  25s. 
lOs.  to  15«. 

4s.  to  Ss. 

Sd,  to  Id. 


36/.  to  52/. 
60/.  to  75/. 
26/.  to  40/. 
15«.  to  205. 
159.  to  25«. 
I2s.  to  15*. 


lOf.  to  12«. 


105.  to  14#. 


60/.  to  90/. 
40/.  to  50/. 
50/.  to  60/. 
20s.  to  305. 


40/.  to  75/. 
85/.  to  52/. 
25/.  to  40/. 
25/.  to  40/. 
20/.  to  40/. 


65.6</.to75.6</. 
l5.6</.to35.6(/. 
4/.  105.  to  6/. 
2/.  to  2/.  105. 


*  Of  late  years  the  greater  portion  of  the  reaping,  mowing,  and  threshing  has  been 
done  by  machinery. 

Prices.  115.  Prices  in  Melbourne  were  quoted  as  follows  for  1885.     In 

country   districts  the  cost  of  groceries,  tobacco,  imported  wines, 
coal,  &C.,  is  naturally  much  higher,  and  that  of  agricultural  and 
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razing  produce,  firewood,  &c.«  naturally  somewhat  lower,  than  in     Yiotobxa. 
'elboume : —  

Prices  in  Melbourne,  1885. 


Articles. 


Agrieuiiural  Produce, 

Wheat  -------    per  bushel 

Bwlej 

Oats 

liaise  -------„ 

Bran  ---•-.  -^ 

Hay  -  -  .  -  -  -  -        per  ton 

Floor,  first  qnalitj  ...  -  ,, 

Bread  -  -  -  -  -  per  4  lb.  loaf 

Grazing  Produce, 

Horses  :— 

Draught  -  -  -       "    -  -  -  -    each 

Saddte  and  harness  -  -  -  -  -      >» 

Cattle:— 

F»»  « 

Milch  oows  -  •  -  -  -  -      „ 

LamMy&t       •--•---« 

Botchers' meat  X — 

Beef,  retail        -  •  -  -  -  -per  lb. 

Mutton  «------„ 

Veal     „ 

Pork     „ „ 

Lamb    „-----         per  qoarter 

Dairy  Produce. 

Botter       -  -  -  -  -  -  -per  lb. 

Cheeee     ------•„ 

Milk         -----.-  perqoart 

Farm  Yard  Produce, 

Geete  ..---.    perconple 

Bocks     -------w 

Fowls     -------„ 

BabUts  -------» 

Pigeons  -------» 

Torkejs-  -  -  -  -  -  -       each 

Socking  pigs       ------„ 

Baeon    -  -  -  -  -  -  -per  lb. 

Ham       -"*""■"»> 
Eggs       -  -  -  -  -  -  -     per  do«. 

Garden  Produce. 

Potatoes:— 

Wholesale     -  -  -  -  -    per  ton 

Betail  -----    percwt. 

Oniona»  dried       -  -  -  -  -  -         „ 

Carrots     ------    per  dos.  bonches 

Tomips    ------»„ 

Badishea  ------»„ 

Cabbages per  dos. 

Caoliflowers  •----•#, 
Lettocea  -----■-» 
Qreenpeas  -  »  •  -  -    per  lb. 


1885. 


H8.ed.io  4s.2d. 
2s.6d,iois.lOd. 
2s.^.t6  3s.6d. 
4s.  to  bs.  2d. 
lid.  to  Is.  Sd. 

8/.  to  7/. 

7/.10«.to9/.10i. 

bd.  to  6(2. 


20/.  to  60/, 
9L  to  45/. 

7/.  to  16/. 

5/.  to  12/. 
7s.  6d.  to  19». 
5s.6</.tol8«.6(i. 


Ad.  to  9d. 
1^.  to  bd, 
bd.  to  Sd. 
7d.  to  9d. 
2s.  to  3s.  ed^ 


lOd.  to  2s.  Sd. 
bd.  to  is. 
4d.  to  Sd. 


Is.  to  15#. 

bs.  to  95. 

45.  to  85. 

sd.  to  l5. 
2s.Sd.to  Ss.Sd. 

7s.  to  155. 

105.  to  145. 

Sd.  to  l5. 
iOd.Xols.2d. 
XOd.  to  25.  Sd. 


Si.  to  5/. 
85.  to  55. 
45.  to  85. 
sd.  to  9d. 
4d.  to  l5. 
id.  to  Sd. 
Is.  to  65. 
25.  to  75. 
l5.  to  25. 

ld.to9d. 
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VlCTOKIA. 


ArtiolM. 


1885. 


MiseMme0u$  Articlu, 

Tea  -  -  -  -  -  -per  lb. 

Coffee        -.-----„ 

Sugar „ 

Bioc H 

Tobacco      .------„ 

Soap,  colonial         ......       ^ 

Candlet:— 

Sperm  .---•-•„ 
TUlow-  ..--.-„ 

Salt „ 

Coal  -  -  -  -  -  -  -per  ton 

Firewood    --.-.--„ 

Wm€$,  SpiritM,  jfv. 

Ale  ...  ...  perdoi. 

Porter         -  -  -  .  -  -        ,, 

Brandy       -  -  -  ...      -  per  gall. 

Run  -  -  -  -  -'-  "»> 

Whiskey    -.-----„ 

QeneTa      -----  per  caie  15  bottles 

Port  wine  ...  -  -  -    perdos. 

Sherry       .---•.  •  w 

Claret        .-.----„ 

Champagne  ------» 

Colonial  wine        -..-•-.         ^ 


U.6d.ioU.td. 
lt.8i.toU.6J. 

Sd.to4d. 

2i<f.  to  4d. 

8«.  tofts. 

Zd.to4d. 

9(2.  to  Is. 
4dto6J. 

Id. 

25s.  to  S6s. 

9s.6<f.tolSs.6if. 


5s.  to  ISs. 

22s.6dLto35s. 

15s.  to  18s. 

18s.  to  28s. 
60s.to62s.6cf. 

88s.  to  72s. 

85s.  to  75s. 
82s.6<f.to70s. 

70s.  to  105s. 

12s.  to  80s. 


For  complete  information  on  many  points  which  have  been 
merely  touched  upon^  and  on  others  which  are  not  even  mentioned 
in  this  digest,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  **  Victorian  Year 
Book  ,♦  1884-6.** 

(Signed)        Henby  Hbylyn  Haytbb. 


Nawvouirn- 

LAMP. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


No.  3. 

Governor  Sir  G.  W.  Db8  Vceux,  KC.M.G.,  to  the  Eight  Hon. 
Edward  Stanhopb^  M.P. 

Grovernment  House,  Newfoundland, 
Sib,  January  19,  1887. 

I  HAVB  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  in  duplicate  the 
annual  Blue  Book  for  Newfoundland  for  the  year  1885  together 
with  a  report  upon  the  same  which  has  been  submitted  to  me 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

*  This  is  an  official  publication  bj  the  Government  Statist,  pabliahed  aDnoally, 
and  maj  be  obtained  from  the  GoTcmment  printer,  Melboame,  the  Agent  General 
of  Victoria,  8,  Victoria  Chambers,  Westminster,  or  Georfi^e  Robertson,  17,  War- 
wick Square,  London. 
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I  roach  regret  the  delay  in  forwarding  this  Blue  Book,  which   Nbwfouiid. 
has,  I  am  informed,  been  cansed  by  the  great  difficnliy  in  obtaining        ^*^'*' 
information  from  some  of  the  more  distant  outports. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Gr.  William  Des  Vceux 
The  Eight  Hon. 
Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office, 

St  John's,  Newfoundland, 
May  it  please  your  Excellency,         January  16,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
of  this  Colony  for  1885,  which  has  l>een  more  than  usually 
delayed  by  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  necessary  returns. 

Trade. 

The  depression  referred  to  in  the  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for 
1884  was  continued  and  even  increased  in  1885,  owing  to  a 
considerably  reduced  production  of  the  staples  of  the  Colony, 
the  effect  being  intensified  by  a  decline  in  prices  in  the  usual 
Colonial  markets.  The  export  of  codfish  for  the  year  was  deficient 
about  163,000  quintals,  whilst  its  value  is  stated  by  the  returns  to 
have  been  ;?1,612,000  less  than  in  1884.  Shipments  of  cod  oil 
were  short  nearly  1,500  tuns,  and  lower  prices  made  the  deficiency 
in  value  ijf225,000.  The  products  of  the  seal  fishery  exhibited 
some  decline,  both  in  skins  and  oil,  and  lower  rates  made  a 
reduction  in  the  value  of  the  export  of  ,^22,000.  The  lobster 
fishery  alone  showed  a  considerable  increase,  the  aggregate  export 
being  824,000  lbs.,  an  excess  of  200,000  lbs.  over  that  of  1884. 
The  largest  shipmente  of  this  article  are  made  to  England,  where 
the  Newfoundland  brands  command  the  highest  prices. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  production  of  copper  ore 
was  somewhat  increased  and  met  with  slightly  improved  markets. 

Corresponding  to  the  general  decrease  in  exports  there  was  a 
deficiency  on  most  staples  of  import.  Flour  was  short  23,000 
barrels,  molasses  127,000  gallons,  whilst  on  British  manufactured 
goods  (ad  valorem  duty)  there  was  a  deficiency  of  ^899,000.  The 
total  import  for  1885  was  ;?6,698,500  as  against  i^8,075,792  for 
1884. 

Reventie. 

The  Customs  revenue  was  collected  under  the  same  tariff  as 
that  of  1884  and  showed  a  decline  proportionate  to  the  falling 
off  in  imports,  there  being  a  deficiency  of  ^166,466,  the  whole 
amount  being  j^892,281. 
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NawFouND-        Other  soaroes  of  revenue  did  not  exhibit  any  marked  decline, 
'■^p-        that  derived  from  the  Post  Office,  indeed,  being  $JfiOO  in  excess* 
Total  revenue  of  the  year  ^1,009,222'40. 

Expenditure. 

Apart  from  the  payments  on  account  of  St  John's  dock 
construction  a  small  increase  of  expenditure  is  shown  under 
most  heads,  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  ;^86,246,  the  whole 
expenditure  for  the  year  being  $1,376,  184.  The  cost  of  the  dry 
dock,  St.  John's,  in  1884  and  1886  was  ;S(663,841. 

Savings  Bank. 

The  returns  show  an  increase  of  about  100  depositors  and 
;^127,562  deposits.  The  total  amount  held  by  the  savings  bank 
is  $1,787,054.  The  accumulated  profits  of  the  institution  to 
31st  December  1885  amount  to  J^98,000,  which,  under  Act  of 
the  Legislature,  will  be  applied  to  the  reduction  of  the  public 
debt 

Agriculture. 

A  larger  number  of  land  grants  than  usual  was  taken  up  in 
1885,  the  number  of  grants  issued  being  185,  containing  2,177 
acres,  besides  a  grant  to  the  Railway  Company,  under  their 
charter,  of  4,900  acres.  The  thrifty  cultivadon  of  the  soil  tends 
largely  to  the  greater  comfort  of  the  fishing  population  of  the 
Colony  and  every  facility  is  given  with  the  encouragement  of 
road  making,  for  the  acquisition  of  land  for  farmers  and  gardeners. 

ShipbuUding. 

The  number  of  ships  built  in  the  Colony  in  1885  was  69,  of 
2,068  tons,  and  the  total  number  of  registered  vessels  1,977. 
An  increasing  number  of  the  Colonial  craft  are  being  remuner- 
atively employed  in  the  bank  fishery,  and  it  seems  probable  that 
before  many  years  elapse  this  branch  of  the  fishery  will  give 
employment  to  a  larger  fleet  of  vessels. 

Education. 

The  system  of  education  may  be  said  to  be  denominational, 
all  appropriations  being  made  on  the  basis  of  population. 

The  total  expenditure  by  the  Colony  for  educational  purposes 
in  1885  was  ;^102,557.64,  and  the  returns,  which  are  not  by  any 
means  complete,  give  the  number  of  pupils  as  27,089—14,343 
d  12,776  females. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        M.  Fenelok, 
His  Excellency  Colonial  Secretary. 

Sir  a  WilUam  Des  Voeux,  KC.M.G. 
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GAMBIA.  GiKBu. 


No.  4. 


Administrator  J.  S.  Hay  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Edwabd 
Stanhope,  M.P. 

Government  House,  Sierra  Leone, 
Sir,  November  16, 1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  a  Despatch  received  from  the 
Acting  Administrator,  giving  cover  to  the  annual  Bhie  Book  for  the 
year  1886,  and  his  report  thereon. 

2.  The  report  is  of  a  voluminous  and  exhaustive  nature, 
supplying  interesting  details  respecting  the  adjacent  countries  as 
well  as  &rnishing  particulars  respecting  the  climate,  meteorology, 
distribution  of  races,  &c. 

3.  It  is,  I  conceive,  a  valuable  addition  to  the  report  furnished 
by  Mr.  Moloney  in  1884,  and  would  respectfully  suggest  the 
advantage  of  having  it  printed  and  thus  afford  facility  for  reference 
OB  well  as  give  an  opportunity  to  the  general  public  of  possessing 
an  interesting  account  of  the  Settlement  and  its  surroundings. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        J.  S.  Hay, 
The  Right  Hon.  Administrator-in-Chief. 

Edward  Stanhope,  M.P., 
&o.        &c.        &c. 


Repobt  on  Blue  Book  for  1885. 

Government  House,  Bathurst, 
Sib,  October  23, 1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  (in  triplicate)  the 
Gambia  Blue  Book  for  1885,  and  beg  to  offer  the  following 
remarks  on  the  returns  furnished  by  the  various  departments  in 
the  Settlement. 

TaxeSy  Sfc. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  tariff  as  rejiorted  for  the 
year  1884. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  estimated  revenue  amounted  to  26,076/.  16#.  and  that 
actually  collected  to  20,257/.  18«.  9rf. ;  which  latter  sum  included 
the  following  items,  viz.,  2\l  17#.  *«  overpayments  recovered,'*  and 
347t  8#.  \0d.  arrears  for  the  previous  year. 
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Gambia.  There  were  inoreaaes  under  the  following  heads,  viz. : — 


HeftdofEstimato. 

Amount 

Amoont 
collected. 

Increase. 

Finet,  forfeitiiret,  and  fees  of 
Ckjnrt- 

Landreroiiie     -          -          - 

Pottage  -          .          .          . 
Speoial  reocipti  •          •          • 
Feesofofllee     ... 

£    a.   d. 
889    0    0 
449    0    0 
104    0    0 
590    0    0 

ISO    0    0 

£    a.   d. 
859  15    6 
530  15    7 
908    8    9 
771     7    7 

90    6    6 
156    6    8 

£    a.    d. 

18  15    6 

81  15  7 
104  8  9 
951    7    7 

90  6  6 
6    6    8 

Total 

1,562    0    0 

9,089  14     7 

477  14    7 

making  a  total  of  477/.  I4ts.  7d. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  were  decreases  to  the  amount  of 
6,296£  10«.  lOd.  under  the  heads  enumerated  in  the  following 
table:—  ^ 


Head  of  Eatimate. 

Amount 
Qstiniated. 

Amount 
collected. 

Decrease. 

Coitoma  -           -           -           - 

A     a. 
91,100    0 

d, 
0 

£      a.    d. 
15,670    7  10 

A     a.   d. 
5,499  19    9 

lioenaea .          -          •          • 

1,056  15 

0 

976    0    0 

80  15    0 

Bents,  exdosiTe  of  land 

631    0 

0 

545  18  11 

85     1     1 

IfiaeeUaneona  receq^ta    • 

500    0 

0 

199    9    6 

807  10    6 

Govenunent  ateamer      - 

1     0 

0 

-.- 

1     0    0 

Anetlan  dn^      ... 

96    0 

0 

14  12     8 

11     7    4 

Intereat 

1,900    0 

0 

818  15    8 

881     4    9 

Total 

94,514  15 

0 

18,218    4    9 

6,996  10  10 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  revenue  under  the  head  of 
*' Customs  *•  shows  a  larce  falling  off,  viz.,  5,4297.  12*.  2d.  attribut- 
able mainly  to  general  depression  of  trade,  and  the  comparative 
failure  of  tlie  ground  nut  crop,  upon  which  latter  merchandize,  it 
has  been  often  repeated,  depends  the  prosperity  or  oAerwise  of  the 
Setdementt 
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There  were  only  12,488  tons  exported  in  1886^  as  against 
18,277  tons  in  the  preyions  year.  The  principal  deficiencies  occur 
nnder  the  following  heads,  viz. : — 


Gambli. 


Artide. 

Amoant. 

Tobftoeo,  import  doty         ..... 

Cola  nuts,       ^                 

Gfoimd  WBLtBf  export  dntj  .          -          .          .          . 
Tonnige  dues 

£     9.   d. 
1,949  18    2 

1,015  17 

2,428  17    6 

662  14    0 

Total 

6,082    2    a 

The  following  headings  under  customs  show  an  increase  over 
the  estimated  revenue,  which,  unhappily,  however,  make  but  a 
poor  set  off  against  the  large  deficiency  under  'the  other  head* 
mgs>- 


Article. 

A  BH^H^tx- 

Wine,  in^wrt  daty  -                     .          •          .          . 

Spiritf,      „ 

Ompowdv,  isiport  duty     .           -           -           -           . 
Wtfehonse  rent 

£        8.     d. 

158    7    5 

621  18    2 

182  19    9 

99  17    8 

Total 

1,007  17    7 

The  under-mendoned  table  exhibits  a,  comparison  between  the 
revenues  for  1884  and  1885,  under  the  various  heads  of  estimates, 
indusiye  of  arrears  : — 


Heads  of  Bitfanatet.             |       1884. 

1886. 

iDonaae. 

Deoreaaek 

liMBMS  •             •            •            •             • 

Eenti»ezeli]iiTeorbmd        -     _- 
flDfla.  Ibrftitarft,  and  Itee  o(  Court  • 

IDtcellannoM  reoelpto 

Special  laoeipta 

nvoroflloe     -         .         .         . 

AnMaidutj    .... 

Anaan 

£     9.   d. 

80,664   8    8 

910    0    0 

OHIO   6 

880   8    6 

12    8    8 

687  10    6 

864    6    4 

81818    6 

16  16    0 

6917  11 

14   9    6 

U8716    6 

180  16    8 

£  9.  d. 
16,670  7  10 
976  0  0 
648  16  10 
849  18  0 
600  18  9 
170  18  6 
80718  8 
460  10    8 

80  6  6 
166    6    8 

14  18  8 
818  16  8 
847    8  10 

£    a.  d. 

66  0  0 

»"4  7 
468  10   6 

84ril    9 
8  10   6 
86    8   4 
0   8   8 

167  18    8 

84  18    8 

466  1711 
4618   2 

StTo   8 

TVM- 

8^968  19    6 

80386    1    9 

1.078    8    7 

6,801    0   4 

It  will  be  observed,  therefore,  that  while  there  is  an  increase 
under  certain  minor  heads  of  revenue,  there  is  a  marked  decrease 
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under  the  head  of  ^^  Customs/'  there  havmg  beeuj  as  a  matter  of 
fact^  a  falling  off  under  every  dutiable  article  except  ffunpowder^ 
which  exhibits  a  slight  increase  over  that  collected  in  the  previous 
year.  This,  however,  in  view  of  the  use  to  which  this  article  is 
put,  is  hardly  a  subject  for  congratulation.  The  items  which  show 
the  most  sensible  diminution  are  the  following : — 


Article. 

Amount 

Spirit,  import  duty 

Tobacco,        „---... 
Cola  nuts,      „         -           -         ,  - 
Guns  and  pistols,  import  duty          -           .           .           - 
Ground  nuts,  export  duty    -           -           -           -           - 
Tonnage  duM          -           -           -        .    -           -        _  - 

A     s.   d. 
258     9     5 
964  14     1 
868  11  10 
418  19     6 
1,917  14     5 
579  18     0 

Total 

4,508     7    8 

The  total  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  1885^  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  amounted  to  49772/.  17«.  9d.  inclusive  of  arrears 
in  both  cases. 

The  estimated  expenditure  for  the  year  1885  amounted  to 
26,094/.  17^.  2d.f  while  the  actual  disbursements  came  to 
26,694/.  I6s.  lOdl,  making  an  excess  of  expenditure  of  499/.  19i.  Sd 
If,  however,  consideration  is  given  to  an  item  of  894/.  8^.  lid.  under 
the  head  of  special  services,  '*  Oyster  Creek  Bridge,"  for  which 
no  provision  was  made,  and  1,60021  2s.  lid.  arrears  of  1884,  the 
normal  expenditure  for  the  year  will  be  reduced  to  24,200/  6«., 
and  will  show  a  saving  of  1,894/^  I2i.  2d.  over  the  prepared 
estimate. 

The  following  table  will  aiSbrd  a  means  of  comparison  between 
the  expenditure  of  the  years  1884  and  1886  : — 


HflidsofBrtimAtes. 


Eitabliahmentt  -         .         .         . 

PensionSi  retired  allowanoes*  Sto, 

Revenue  lefvioes,  ezcludTe  of  esta- 
blithmente. 

Administration  of  justice  ezolusive 
of  establiahmentt.  - 

Charitable  allowanoe  .  .         . 

Hospital,  eiolnsive  of  establithments 

Police  and  gaols,  exoinsiye  of     ' 
blishmentf. 

Bent       .... 

Transport  ... 

Oonvoyance  of  mails    • 

Works  and  boildinffs  • 

Beads,  streets,  and  oridges    - 

Miscellaneous  senrioes 

GoTemment  vessels,  ezoluslTe  of  esta- 
blishments. 

Ab(nigines  ... 

Drawback,  ftc  .  .         •         . 

Treasunr  and  post  office,  exdusiYe  of 
estabunhments. 

Special  senrioes-  .  .         . 

Arrears   -         .         .         •         . 


Total- 


1884. 


188S. 


£    «.  d. 

12,828  17  S 
909  U  0 
725    111 

301    6  10 

178  9  11 
26S14  10 
706    4    2 

30    0    8 

603  17 

700  0 
2,893  15 

588  17 
1.017  17 
1,570    2 

529  13 
674  16 


4160    0    2 
1,395    6  10 


29,470  14    6 


e    «.  d. 

13,688    3  6 

932    0  7 

1.162    6  9 

104  10    6 

185  6  9 
253  5  11 
804  19  11 

6  10  10 

676    6  6 

400    0  0 

3,55213  6 

465    9  4 

989  12  8 

118    9  6 

418  9  10 
249  16  11 
22710    6 

880    1    7 
1.600    2  11 


26,604  1610 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


£  «.  d. 

869  6   0 

22  6    7 

427  3  10 


6  16.10 
96  16    9 

172    8    9 
1,166  18    2 


227  10    0 
104  17    1 


S,07d    3    6 


£     a,  d. 
196  16    4 

Tsu 

24^9  10 

*300    0   0 

1«"7    « 

28    4    8 

1.461  IS    S 

111    S    2 
424  18    8 

3,278  18    7 


1    1 


*  Apparent  only;  there  is  a  fixed  chirise  of  1,2001.  per  annum  for  this  serrioe. 
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It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  table  that  the  increases      Qambix. 

amount  to  3,0767.  Ss.  6d,  and  the  decreases  to  5,952/.  Is.  Id.,        

leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  year  under  review  of 
2,875/.  17^.  7d.  This  result,  however,  is  mainlj  owing  to  the 
exceptional  outlay  during  1884  incidental  to  the  construction  of 
Ov$ter  Creek  Bridge,  which  reached  the  large  total  of  4,169/.  0^.  2ci, 
while  the  completion  of  the  work  in  the  following  year  only 
amounted  to  88021  Is.  Td.  There  was  likewise  included  in  the 
expenditure  for  1884  the  cost  of  a  new  Government  steam 
launch,  which,  while  unprovided  for  in  the  estimates,  formed  an 
item  of  expenditure  under  the  head  of  '^  Government  vessels,  ex** 
elusive  of  establishment."  The  vessel  in  question  cost  1,403/.  \5s.  4d. 
The  increases  of  expenditure  in  1885,  are  mainly  due  to  the  recent 
contribution  of  500/.  per  annum  to  the  salary  of  the  Governor  in 
Chief;  to  the  purchase  of  a  new  pilot  cutter  at  a  cost  of  400/.; 
and  the  refurnishing  of  Gt)vernment  House  at  an  outlay  of 
l,021i  Us.  6d. 

The  balance  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  at  the  close  of 
the  year  amounted  to  19,301/.  0^.  Id. 

Military  Expenditure. 

No  Imperial  troops  have  been  stationed  at  Bathurst  since 
1870.  The  defensive  force  of  the  Gambia  is  composed  of  a  native 
armed  police  numbering  about  110  non-commissioned  o£Bcersand 
men,  the  Superintendent  being  an  European,  who  in  addition 
holds  the  post  of  Government  Secretary.  The  annual  cost  of 
this  force  to  the  Settlement  may  be  stated  at  4,700/.  A  small 
detachment  is  stationed  at  M'Carthy's  Island,  and  there  are  like- 
wise stations  in  British  Combo  and  at  various  towns  along  the 
Ceded  Mile ;  the  numbers  actually  available  for  Bathurst  being 
thus  reduced  to  about  73  men. 

Although  there  are  Ordinances  providing  for  the  establishment 
of  both  a  militia  and  a  volunteer  force,  nothing  has  been  done  of 
late  years  to  add  to  the  defensive  resources  of  the  Colony.  A 
little  activity  in  this  direction  would  not  be  thrown  away. 
Mohammedan  influence  is  powerful,  both  in  the  river  and  on  our 
borders  in  foreign  Combo-;  and  the  past  history  of  the  Colony 
shows  that  no  reliance  can  be  placed  on  the  permanence  of  friendly 
relations.  The  armament  of  the  police  at  present  is  very  defective, 
but,  as  this  matter  has  been  strongly  represented,  I  trust  that  ere 
long  matters  may  be  placed  on  a  better  footing. 

under  any  circumstances  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  steps 
should  be  taken  as  speedily  as  possible  to  bring  into  operation 
Ordinance  No.  2  of  1873,  which  provides  for  the  establishment  of 
a  volunteer  force. 

Public  Works. 

Ko  public  works  of  any  importance  were  initiated  in  1885,  but 
the  following  may  be  enumerated  as  having  contributed  to  the 
general  needs  of  the  Colony. 
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Oambu.  First  and  foremost  must  be  mentioned  the  completion  of  the 

Oyster  Creek  Bridge,  which  undoubtedly  has  suppliea  a  great  want 
of  the  Settlement,  and  deserves  a  brief  history. 

Oyster  Creek  is  one  of  the  numerous  waterways  flowing  into 
the    estuary   of   the   Gambia,   and    is  specially  important,  as 
separating  die  Island  of  St  Mary,  on  which  Bathurst  is  built, 
from  Uie  mainland.     On    the  other  side  of  this  creek    British 
Combo  commences,  and  a  considerable  traffic  goes  on  between  it 
and  Bathurst,  the  natives  bringing  to  market  various  minor  articles 
of   commerce,  such  as   poultry,  koos,    tomatoes,  oranges,  and 
other  fmits  and  vegetables.    Formerly  there  was  a  ferry  across 
the  creek,  which  at  high  water  measures  about  300  yards  in  width. 
There  was,  however,  often  considerable  delay  in  getting  across, 
more  eapecially  as  the  tide  at  times  runs    up  and  down  very 
strongly,  and,  as  is  usnal  with  ferries,  the  boat  was  often  on  the 
wrong  side.     The  Gk>vernment,  therefore,  had  long  contemplated 
a  bridge,  and  one  was  commenced  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Bauer,  the  then  Colonial  Engineer  in  the  year  1879.     For  reasons 
however,  which  it  is  unnecessary  to  detail  here,  the  bridge  did  not 
progress  very  rapidly,  and  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  ex- 
pended with  nothing  to  show  for  it,  except  a  straggling  array  of 
screw  piles  all  standmg  at  different  angles  and  stretching  about  a 
third  of  the  way  across  the  creek.     At  length  the  Government 
determined  to  {dace  the  construction  in  the  hands  of  an  English 
contractor,  and  the  work  was  entrusted  to  Messrs.  Wakefield  and 
Co.,  who  despatched  an  able  assistant  in  the   person  of  Mr.  B. 
Chfdlis  to  undertake  the  work.     Mr.  Challis  arrived  at  Bathurst 
in  the  month  of  December  1883,  and  under  his  experienced  guid- 
ance the  screw  piles  gradually  assumed  an  upright  position,  and  the 
others  necessarv  to  complete  the  basis  for  the  platform  were  soon 
set  up  across  the  creek.     With  commendable  energy  Mr.  Challis 
pushed  on  the  work,  and  on  the  1st   May  1885  the  bridge  was 
raened  with    all  due    ceremony  by    Captain    C.   A.   Moloney, 
C.M.G.,  the  then  administrator.     Several  thousand  people  assem- 
bled to  witness  the  openiug,  and  much  enthusiasm  prevailed  at  the 
completion  of  this  long  delayed  and  most  useful  structure.     The 
bridge  is  300  yards  long  and  16  feet  wide,  the  platform  being  of 
pitch  pine  well  tarred  and  of  good,  solid,  thickness.     At  present 
It  is  farmed,  and  brings  in  a  revenue  to  the  Government  of  7Z.  2s. 
a  week,  this  sum  having  been  acquired  by  open  tender.    The 
total  cost  of  the  bridge  amounted  to  5,495/.  lis.  9(2.;  but  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  tnis  might  have  been  saved  had  the  plan 
eventually  adopted  been  resorted  to  in  the  first  instance. 

The  other  public  works  consbted  of  more  or  less  extensive 
repairs  to  the  public  buildings,  amongst  which  may  be  mentioned 
repairs  to  the  gaol,  police  barracks,  military  hospital,  Treasuiy, 
Custom,  and  Court  Houses,  and  Government  house ;  repairs  to 
lock  ^tes  and  sea  wall ;  and  painting  various  structures,  more 
especially  the  Oyster  Creek  Bric^. 

The  total  expenditure  under  Public  Works  for  the  year 
amounted  to  3,552{.  13«.  5tf. 
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Legiilation.  Gambia. 

The  following  Ordinances  have  been  passed  during  the  year  by 
the  Legislature  of  the  Gambia : — 

Ordinances  passed  in  the  year  1885. 

No.  1. — ^An  Ordinance  to  remove  restrictions  imposed  on  foreign 
ships  or  vessels  navigating  the  River  Gambia. 

No.  2. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  '^  The  Tonnage  Dues  Amend- 
ment Ordinance,  1883." 

No.  3. — An  Ordinance  to  further  amend  ^The  Debtoi^s 
Ordinance,  1873.'* 

No.  4. — ^An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Quarantine. 

No.  6. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  intituled  **  An 
^  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  use  or  discharge  of  Guns  in  the  town 
«'  of  Bathurst'' 

No.  6. — An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  servioe  of  the  Settle- 
ment on  the  River  Gambia  for  the  year  1885. 

No.  7. — An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  collection  of  tolls  at  the 
Oyster  Creek  Bridge. 

No.  8. — **  An  Ordinance  to  legalize  certun  payments  made  in 
the  year  1884  beyond  the  expenditure  authorised  by  law/' 

No.  9. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  property 
of  married  women. 

No.  10. — An  Ordinance  for  conferring  on  a  certain  company 
called  **  Compagnie  du  Senegal  et  de  la  cdte  Ocddentale  d' Afirique ' 
the  capacity  to  nold  real  property  in  the  Settiement  on  the  River 
Gambia. 

No.  11. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  ''Oyster  Greek  Bridge 
Toll  Ordinance,  1886." 

No.  12. — An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  service  of  the  Settie- 
ment on  the  River  Gumbia  for  the  year  1886. 

Legislatioe  Council. 
There  has  been  no  change  in  the  Council  during  the  year. 

dml  Establishment 

The  only  official  changes  which  took  place  during  the  year  were 
consequent  upon  the  promotion  of  the  Administrator,  Captain 
C.  A.  Moloney,  C.M.G.,  to  be  the  Administrator  of  Lagos,  which 
was  erected  into  an  independent  Colony. 

The  Honourable  G.  T.  Carter,  treasurer,  who  holds  a  dormant 
commission,  assumed  the  administration  of  the  Gambia  Govern- 
ment after  the  departure  of  Mr.  Moloney  from  Bathurst,  and, 
the  Honourable  C.  G.  Blackburn,  Collector  of  Customs,  acted 
as  treasurer  during  the  witiidrawal  of  Mr.  Carter  from  his  duties 
as  treasurer. 
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Gambia.  Pensions. 

^    '  The  expenditure  proper  under  this  head    during  the  year 

anomnted  to  9321  0$.  Id. 

The  pension  list  was  reduced  to  the  extent  of  50/.  a  year  by 
the  deaths  in  July  1885^  of  Mrs.  Harriet  Hughes. 

Papulation^  Marriages^  Births,  and  Deathe. 

There  has  been  no  census  since  1881|  when  the  total  population 
was  returned  as  14,150,  details  of  whidi  were  given  in  the  Blue 
Book  for  1884. 

The  following  returns  indicate  a  comparison  between  the  births^ 
deaths,  and  marriages  for  1884  and  those  for  the  present  year, 
under  the  various  Christian  denominations : — 

Births. 


Christian 
Religions  Denominstkm. 

1884. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Roman  Catholio    ... 
"Wedeyan  -           -           -           - 
Church  of  England 

188 
No  record 
Mo  record 

61 
16 
56 

^ 

sa 

Total    - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Marriages. 


Christian 
Beligiou8  Denomination. 


1884. 


1885. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


Wedeyan  -           -           -           - 
Choreh  of  England 
Roman  Catholic    - 

5 
8 
8 

7 
11 

4 

s 

8 

I 

— 

Total 

16 

SS 

6 

— 

Deaths. 


Christian 
Religiona  Denomination. 

1884. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Weeleyan  .           -           -           - 

Roman  Catholic    •           -           - 
Church  of  England 

46 
42 

4 

85 
84 
S6 

SS 

11 
8 

Total 

98 

95 

88 

19 

Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  MAJESTT'd  OOLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  73 


Savinffs  Bank,  Friendly  Societies^  8fc. 

Although  the  Treasury  Savinffs  Bank  Ordinance  was  passed  in 
December  1884,  the  provisions  did  not  come  into  forceunlil  the 
Ist  January  1886. 

No  other  banking  establishment  enats  in  the  Settlement,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  natives  and  others  will  take  advantage  of  this 
mode  of  investing  their  savings,  and  that  more  thrift  will  be 
induced  amongst  a  community  wUch,  I  fear,  is  naturally  extrava- 
gant. Up  to  the  present,  however  (August),  the  depositors  have 
been  very  few  in  number. 

There  are  numerous  friendly  societies  in  the  Settlement, 
principally  in  the  form  of  burial  clubs,  whose  proceedings  are 
regulated  bv  an  Ordinance  passed  in  1865.  These  societies  may, 
if  they  wish,  take  advantage  of  the  savings  bank  for  the  deposit 
of  their  funcb. 

Edueation* 

There  is  no  Government  school  in  the  Settlement,  but  the 
Roman  Catholic  and  Wesleyan  Missionary  bodies  are  actively 
engaged  in  educational  work.  The  Colonial  chaplain  likewise 
has  a  school  in  connexion  with  the  Established  Church. 

The  Roman  Catholics  carry  on  four  public  schools,  and  the 
Wesleyans  seven,  the  latter  extending  their  labours  to  McCarthy's 
Island,  Albreda,  Barra,  and  British  Combo. 

There  are  likewise  eight  Mohammedan  schools  in  Bathurst,  at 
which  about  200  children  of  both  sexes  receive  in9truction. 

The  year  1885  was  notable  in  the  educational  history  of  the 
Settlement,  as  it  was  the  first  year  in  which  an  inspection  of  the 
sdiools  was  made  by  Mr.  Sunter,  the  Inspector  of  Schools,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Education  Ordinance  in  1882. 

Mr.  Sunter's  examination  was  thorough  and  exhaustive  and  his 
able  and  interesting  report,  which  has  been  printed  in  the  form 
of  a  pamphlet,  gives  every  possible  detail  which  can  be  desired  in 
regard  to  educational  matters  in  the  Settlement. 

It  has  been  (requentlv  pointed  out  that  Gambia,  although  the 
oldest  Settlement  in  West  Africa,  is  the  most  backward  in  a 
scholastic  sense,  and  it  is  feared  that  Mr.  Sunter's  investigations 
only  too  surely  corroborate  the  truth  of  this  statement. 

jjidl,  13  schools  were  inspected,  including  one  at  McCarthy's 
Island.  The  total  number  of  scholars  on  the  registers  were  1,118, 
and  the  average  attendance  580.  The  population  of  the  whole 
colony  is  14,150. 

Mr.  Sunter  very  properlv  points  out  that  the  general  teaching 
is  too  mechanical.  Ue  truly  says  in  one  part  of  his  report,  *^  Very 
'*  slight  indeed  are  the  attempts  made  to  bring  about  an  intellec- 
**  tual  and  rational  evolvement  of  the  mental  faculties.  The 
'^  reading  is  nearly  all  mechanically  taught,  sight  and  sound 
**  being  attended  to  with  scarcely  any  understanding  " 


Gambia. 
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Gambu.  The  Inspector  lays  great  stress  upon  the  existing  need  for 

industrial  tnuning  in  ,the  Settlement,  which  is  almost  wholly 

neglected.  With  the  exception  of  the  Soman  Catholic  Sisters, 
who  teach  domestic  economy,  baking,  washing,  ironing,  jsc^  it 
may  be  ^d  that  no  training  of  the  youth  of  either  sex  in  this 
direction  is  attempted.  It  is  n  lamentable  fact  that  there  is  not 
a  single  mechanic  m  the  Settlement  who  may  be  called  a  "  master  ** 
of  his  trade,  though  it  should  be  stated  that  the  building  of  small 
craft  of  from  5  to  40  tons  burthen  has  attained  to  a  fair  degree  of 
development,  some  of  the  local  cutters  being  well  shaped  and 
strongly  constructed  of  rosewood,  A  slovenliness,  however,  is 
noticeable  in  the  best  work,  which  applies  alike  to  shipwrights,  car- 
penters, blacksmiths,  masons,  and  the  rest.  It  may  be  remarked 
that  it  is  not  possible  to  get  a  pair  of  boots  decently  mended 
in  Bathurst,  or  of  course  made.  This  arises  from  the  fact  that 
directly  a  youth  learns  the  first  principles  of  his  trade,  he  imme- 
diately proceeds  to  set  up  for  himself.  Exceptional  advantages 
are  offered  in  Sierra  Leone  for  the  teaching  of  shoemaking ;  for 
Freetown  contains  a  master  of  his  art  in  Mr.  Samuel  Inniss,  a 
West  Indian,  who  has  long  been  resident  there,  and  who^  to  my 
knowledge,  could  give  constant  occupation  to  industrious  youths 
willing  to  work  continuously  at  this  trade. 

The  expense  connected  with  any  system  of  industrial  training 
which  would  be  effective  no  doubt  forms  a  bar  to  the  embarkation 
in  such  an  enterprise  by  the  missionary  bodies;  but  the  Gh)yern- 
ment  has  the  matter  under  consideration,  and  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  money  judiciously  expended  in  this  direction  would 
not  be  thrown  away. 

In  1883,  under  an  inspection  from  Mr.  Cates,  the  earnings  of 
the  schools  which  took  advantage  of  the  Ordinance  of  1882 
amounted  to  33/.  I4s.  9d,  Prior  to  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance 
an  annual  grant  of  300/.  per  annum  was  voted  for  the  assistance 
of  education  in  the  Settlement.  The  withdrawal  of  so  large  a 
sum  as  the  difference  between  the  old  grant  and  the  school  earnings 
for  1883  naturally  excited  conmient  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

In  1884  there  was  no  inspection,  and  therefore  Mr.  Sunter's 
Beport  embraced  the  years  1884-5.  The  results  of  his  examina- 
tion^  so  far  as  monetary  reward  to  the  schools  was  concerned,  were 
as  follows : — 

£  8.  d. 

Wesleyans              -            -      97  I  9 

Catholics  -             -             -       86  11  3 

Anglicans  -            -            -       31  12  6 


Total   -     215     6     6 


Although  these  figures  compare  favourably  with  1883,  yet  there 
is  plenty  of  room  for  improvement. 
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Certain  modifications,  suggested  by  Mr.  Sunter  and  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  State>  in  the  Ordinance  and  rules,  have  been 
carried  out;  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  year  1886  will  show  results 
tending  to  remove  the  sturma  attached  to  educational  matters  in 
the  Qambia.  .Not  only  we  missionary  bodies,  but  every  well 
wisher  to  Africa  resident  in  Bathurst,  should  endeavour  by  every 
means  to  help  on  the  good  work,  and  to  wipe  out  the  blot  attached 
to  our  little  community,  if  it  be  true  when  Mr.  Sunter  says,  ^*  I 
*^  do  not  exaggerate  in  saying  that  it  is  lowest  as  regards  moral 
'^  and  intellectual  result  of  all  the  Colonies/'  This  is  a  grave 
charge  and  says  little  for  over  60  years  of  missionary  labour  in 
the  Gkanbia. 


QlHBU. 


ChurclieSf  ^c. 

There  are  six  Wesleyan,  one  Episcopalian,  and  one  Roman 
Catholic,  churches  in  the  Settlement,  the  average  attendance 
being  as  follows : — 


Wesleyan 
Roman  Catholic 
Episcopalian 


1,269 
500 
230 


Total   -     1,999 


Craols,  Prisoners^  Ac. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  comparison  of  the  number  of 
committals  in  the  years  1884  and  1885  respectively  : — 


Yew. 

Total 

Nomberof 

Peraoni 

Com- 
mitted. 

For 
Debt. 

ForMfe 
Custody, 
orwmnt 
OfBaU. 

Penal 
Poniih. 
ment. 

Daily 
avenge 

in 
Fnaon. 

Number 
o(Ad- 
miailoni 

to 
HoqhtaL 

,D«ily 

ATeraoe 

onSiok 

List. 

Nnmber 

o( 
Deaths. 

18S4 
1885 

U8 
IM 

U 
18 

93 
90 

88 
46 

60 
68 

1 
8 

Iprisoner 
on  trial. 

6 

Of  the  126  prisoners  incarcerated  108  were  men  and  18  women. 
There  were  no  juveniles;  13  committals  were  for  debt 
The  total  cost  for  the  year  amounted  to  496/.  15$,  \\d. 

The  estimated  earnings  of  the  prisoners  by  labour  amounted  to 
260i:  3#.  M. 

There  was  one  escape  from  the  gaol  during  1885,  and  there 
were  five  deaths. 
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Gjlitbu.  Criminal  Statistics. 

""""  The  followisg  tables  exhibit  a  comparison  between  the  offences 

committed  in  the  year  1884  and  those  committed  in  1885  : — 


Year. 

Total 

Number  of 

Offences 

reported. 

Offences 

agunstthe 

rerson. 

Larceny. 

Offences  to 
Property 

•other  than 
prsedial 
Larceny. 

Other 
Offences. 

1884 
18S5 

456 
445 

132 
127 

102 
101 

18 

S 

209 
203 

Apprehemiont  and  Summonses,  and  Disposition  of  foregoing  Cases. 


Year. 

Nomber 
dischaiged  for 

want  of 

Prosecution  or 

Evidence. 

Namber  of 
Oases 

dismissed  on 
the  Merits. 

Number  of 
Persons 
summarily 
convicted. 

Number  of 

Persons 

committed  for 

Trial  in  the 

Superior 

Courts. 

1884  - 

1885  - 

197 
185 

55 

78 

174 
199 

30 
27 

Ye«r. 

Assaults 
and  other 
Offences 

•^ 

Person. 

Malicious 
Injuries 

to 
Property. 

Larceny. 

Other 
Offences 

to 
Property. 

Offences 
Economy  of 

Offences 
sMinst 
Masters 

and 
Servants 

Act. 

Other 
Offences. 

TotaL 

1884 
1686 

86 
6S 

- 

83 
37 

1 

- 

6 
24 

98 
81 

174 
196 

Punishments  in  connexion  with  foregoing. 


Year. 

Pine. 

inUeuof 
Pine  or  Surety. 

Peremptory 
Imprison- 
ment. 

Bound  over 

witii  or  without 

Sureties  or 

other  minor 

Punishment. 

Total. 

1884 
1885 

116 
189 

8 
IS 

4A 

46 

- 

6 
8 

174 
196 
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Imports  and  Exports.  Gimbia. 

The  Collector  of  Customs  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the 
under-mentioned  notes  on  the  Customs  returns  for  1885. 

Imports. 

These  have  reached  for  the  year  the  value  ef  92,234/. ;  and 
the  imports  for  1884  having  been  of  the  value  of  212,122/,  there 
was  a  aecrease  of  119^888/. 

Cotton  goods  were  imported  to  the  value  of  13^499/.  only  as 
against  50,784/.  in  1884  ;  while  the  average  import  of  the  three 
years  1882-4  inclusive  was  to  the  value  of  50,580/.  the  decrease 
in  this  article  being  therefore  over  37,000/. 

Cola  Nuts. — 497,258  lbs.,  valued  at  21,585/.,  were  imported  as 
compared  with  588,056  lbs.  in  1884.  valued  at  30,490/.,  the  decrease 
in  value  of  this  item  amounting  to  8,905/. 

ToAocco  reached  181,416  lbs.  compared  with  151,727  lbs.  in  the 
previous  year,  the  average  import  of  the  three  vears  1882-84  being 
220,813  lbs. ;  but  this  average  is  swollen  by  the  abnormal  import 
of  1883  induced  by  considerations  connected  with  the  then  im- 
pending  change  of  customs  tariff. 

Spirits  of  all  kinds  were  imported  to  the  extent  of  39,350 
gallons  as  against  36,375  in  1884,  the  import  in  1883  having 
reached  the  abnormal  amount  of  71,572  gallons. 

fFines  reached  12,585  gallons  against  25,967  gallons  in  1884, 
and  23,484  gallons  in  1883. 

S(dt  shows  980  tons  against  1,252  tons  in  1884  and  1,140  tons 
in  1883. 

Sugar,  84,482  lbs.  as  against  150,693  in  1884  and  125,923 
lbs.  in  1883. 

Firearms,  2,865  as  compared  with  6,169  in  1884  and  5,101 
in  1883. 

Gunpowder,  261  barrels  of  100  lbs.  as  against  760  barrels 
in  1884  and  1,1 14  barrels  ia  1883. 

On  all  the  minor  articles  of  general  importation  is  observable 
a  proportionate  decline,  attributable  to  the  stagnation  of  trade 
universally  prevalent,  and  here  intensified  by  the  suspension  of 
cultivation  consequent  on  internecine  war  in  some  districts  on 
which  the  »Settlement  is  mainly  dependent  for  the  produce  it 
exports. 

Exports, 

The  returns  show  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the  staple  export 
both  in  quantitv  and  value,  12,353  tons  of  ground  nuts  valued 
at  87,110/.,  having  been  exported  as  against  18,404  tons,  valued  at 
141,391/.,  exported  in  1884,  which  shows  a  decrease  of  6,051  tons 
in  quantity  and  of  54^281/.  in  value,  and,  as  compared  with  the 
average  export  of  the  three  years  1882-84  inclusive,  a  decrease 
of  9,989  tons  in  quantity  and  of  93,309^  in  value. 
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Gaxbu.  Hidei   have  been  exported  to  the  value  of  7>280/.9  as  against 

' —         8,710/1  in  1884^  the  average  exporU  oi  the  three  years  1882-84 

having,  been  to  the  value  of  5,06.7/. 

Rubber  has  been  exported   to  the  value  of  2,670iL  only  as 

against  23,213/.  in  1884  and  6,048/.  in  1883  prior  to  which  there 

was  no  export  of  this  article. 

The  exports  of  wax,  com,  and  palm  kernels  have  been  normal. 
The  total  value  of  the  exports  for  the  year  amounts  to  119,386/. 

as  against  199,483/.  in  1884  and  an  average  of  220,771/.  for  the 

three  years  1882-84.     The  value  exported,  nowever,  exceedi  that 

of  the  imports  by  27,151/. 


Skipping. 

The  total  number  of  sailing  vessels  entered  during  the  year 
was  281. 

The  tonnage  of  these  vessels  in  the  agg^regate  amounted  to 
8,185,  their  crews  to  1,419. 

For  the  year  1884,  only  150  sailing  vessels  entered,  but  the 
aggregate  tonnage  was  larger,  viz.,  18,420  with  crews  1,024. 

The  total  number  of  sailing  vessels  cleared  amounted  to  283, 
with  a  tonnage  of  9,306,  and  crews  1,458,  while  for  the  previous 
year  149  vessels  cleared  with  a  tonnage  of  17,918  and  crews 
991. 

The  total  number  of  steam  vessels  entered  was  110,  with 
tonnage  amounting  to  73,498  and  crews  2,922. 

For  the  previous  year  70  steam  vessels  entered  with  tonnage 
of  56,761  and  crews  2,070. 

Clearances  of  steam  vessels  in  1885  totalled  109  with  a  tonnage 
of  73,453  and  crews  2,909,  while  for  the  previous  year  69 
steamers  cleared  with  a  tonnage  of  57,702  and  crews  2,095. 

Of  the  281  sailing  vessels  entered  the  nationalities  were  as 
follows : — 

British  -  -  -  -  -  91 

French  -  -  -  .  -  182 

American  -  -  -  -  -  5 

Italian  -  -  -  -  -  3 

Total  -  -    281 

Of  the  283  sailing  vessels  cleared  the  following  were  the 
nationalities : — 

British  -  -  -  -  -  96 

French  -  -  -  -  -  179 

Italian  -  -  -  -  .  4 

American  -  -  -  -  -  4 

Total    -  .    283 
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Of  the   110   steam   vessels   entered   the   following   were   the      Giima. 
nationalities : — 

British        -  .  -  -  -       56 

French        -  -  -  -  -       52 

Norwegian  -  -  -  -  -        2 

Total     -  -     110 

Of  the  109  steam  vessels  cleared  the  following  were  the 
nationalities : — 

Bridsb        -  -  -  -  -      56 

French        -         •    -  -  -  -       61 

Norwegian  -  -  -  -  -    .  2 

Total    -  -     109 

The  under-mentioned  notes  in  regard  to  the  general  aspect 
of  shipping  for  1885  have  been  supplied  by  the  Collector  of 
Customs. 

The  returns  show  a  decrease  in  sailing  vessels  of  10>235  tons 
entered  and  8,612  cleared  during  the  year  as  compared  with 
1884,  and  a  decrease  of  17,192  tons  entered  and  16,024  tons 
cleared  as  compared  with  the  average  of  the  three  previous  years 
(1882-84  inclusive). 

On  the  other  hand,  the  return  of  steamships  shows  an  increase 
of  16,747  tons  entered  and  15,751  tons  cleared  as  compared 
with  1884,  and  an  increase  of  20,084  tons  entered  and  20,287 
tons  deared  as  compared  with  the  average  of  the  three  previous 
years  (1882-84  inclusive).  This  increase  is  accounted  for  by 
the  more  frequent  visits  of  the  mail  steamers  of  the  British  and 
African  Steamdhip  Company  from  Europe,  and  the  periodical 
visits  of  the  "  Rokeile "  carrying  mails  from  Senegal  coastwise 
under  contract  with  the  French  Government. 

The  greater  frequency  of  the  visits  of  these  vessels  affords 
increased  convenience  of  communication,  postal  and  otherwise, 
and  meets  the  requirements  of  the  more  humble  class  of  importers 
who  are  not  in  a  position  to  charter  vessels  for  their  exclusive 
use ;  only  a  small  proportion,  however,  of  the  general  cargo  carried 
in  these  ships  is  consigned  to  this  port ;  and  there  is  seldom  any 
oonsiderable  export  by  them,  as  there  is  no  great  demand  in 
Britain  for  the  staple  export  of  the  Settlement,  the  ground  nut, 
(arachis  hypogea)  which  is  for  the  most  part  destined  for 
Marseilles. 

Hospitals. 

There  is  but  little  variation  in  the  number  of  cases  treated 
in  1885  from  that  of  the  previous  year,  while  in  1884  there 
remained  in  the  hospital  from  1883  a  total  number  of  15  patients 
(seven  male  and  eignt  female),  in  1885  there  remained  from  1884 
a  total  of  10  (eight  males  and  two  female). 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


80 


PAPBE8  BELATINO  TO 


Qambu  During  1884  there  were  admitted  216  patients,  of  whom  187 

'      were  males  and  29  females  ;  and  there  were  26  deaths. 

In  1885  the  total  number  of  cases  under  treatment  amounted 
to  219,  of  whom  186  were  males  and  33  females.  The  number 
of  deaths  was  29,  viz.,  22  males  and  7  females. 

The  principal  diseases  treated,  with  resulting  deaths,  will  be 
found  in  the  following  table : — 


Diseftses  treated. 


Abscess 

Acute  mestitis 

Adynamia      -      *     - 

Anasarca 

Bum  •      .     - 

Cachexia 

Flagellation  - 

Brain  disease 

Disease  of  circulatory  organs 
„  cutaneous  system 

„  digestiTC  organs 

eye         - 

„         generative  organs 
„  neryous  system 

„         respiratory  organs 

Febris  intermittens    - 

Fracture 

Insolation 

Moribund 

Nasal  polypus 

Odema 

Sebaceous  rannla 

Venereal  disease 

Ulcers 

Woonds 


At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  21  patients  remaining  in 
hospital,  5  males  and  16  females. 

There  is  no  lunatic  asylum  in  the  Settlement*  All  cases  of 
mental  disease  are  therefore  sent  to  Sierra  Leone  for  treatment 

The  addition  of  tanks  for  the  reception  of  rain  water  has 
provided  a  much  needed  improvement  to  the  hospital  at  Bathurst. 
Previously  to  1885  water  was  used  from  a  well  in  the  yard,  which, 
according  to  analysis  made  in  England,  contained  various  im- 
purities. The  building  itself  is  airy  and  commodious,  and  as  a 
general  rule  suffices  for  the  needs  of  the  Colony.  Better  arrange- 
ments might  be  made  for  the  reception  of  female  patients,  who 
at  present  are  certainly  rel^ated  to  the  worst  part  of  the  establish- 
ment, as  the  bungalow  in  which  they  are  treated  is  but  slightly 
raised  from  the  ground,  and  in  the  rainy  season  cannot  be  very 
healthy.  This  is  a  matter  which  1  think  merits  attention  when 
the  funds  of  the  Colony  will  permit. 
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Climate^  Meteor ology^  &c. 

Very  little  attention  has  hitherto  been  paid  to  this  important 
point  in  the  Gambia^  the  Blue  Book  formB  prepared  for  the  record 
of  meteorologic  phenomena  having  been  invariably  disregarded. 
As,  however,  much  misconception  and  differences  of  opinion  exist 
concerning  the  climate  of  this  portion  of  West  Africa,  I  propose 
to  give  the  results  of  certain  observations  of  my  own  in  regard  to 
the  readings  of  the  barometer  and  thermometer  during  the  year 
1885. 

It  would  appear  from  early  accounts  in  the  Colonial  OflSoe  list 
that  a  ^  register  of  the  thermometer  kept  at  the  Military  Hospital 
*'  at  Bathurst  in  1821 "  showed  '*that  in  January  of  that  year  the 
•*  maximum  was  80°  and  the  minimum  of  75%  whilst  in  September 
"  they  were  respectively  89°  and  85°."  Governor  McDonnell,  on 
the  other  hand,  reported  in  1850  "  that  for  several  months  in  the 
''  year  the  thermometer  in  the  morning  at  Bathurst  varies  from 
**  58°  to  64°,  and  that  for  the  greater  portion  of  the  year  refreshing 
*'  land  and  sea-breezes  blow  over  the  town/* 

Coming  to  more  recent  years,  I  find^  in  a  book  entitled  '^  Phy- 
*'  sioal  and  Medical  climate  and  Meteorology  of  the  West  Coast 
*'  of  Africa,"  by  Doctor  Horton,  that  he  gives  the  following 
results  of  his  readings  of  the  maximum  and  minimum  thermometers 
for  the  months  indicated  : — 


Oambu. 


Thennometer. 


St.  Mary's. 


Thennometer. 


St.  Mary's. 


JanuAiy 

Msrch 

April 

May. 

Jime- 
July- 
Aogost 
September    • 


59 
62 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 
60 


So  far  as  my  investigations  have  gone  I  am  quite  unable  to 
endorse  anything  approaching  to  these  readings^  and  I  can  only 
account  for  the  results  arrived  at  by  Doctor  Horton  on  the  sup- 
position that  his  mazmuim  thermometer  must  have  been  palced 

o    SOUS.  F 
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Qaxbia.      in  a  situation  where  it  was  affected  by  the  sun's  radiation  and  that 
■"■         the  minimum  thermometer  was  exposed  all  night  on  the  grass; 
even  then  I  doubt  whether  the  low  minimum  of  60^  could  have 
been  reached  through  seven  months  of  the  year. 

I  purposely  placed  my  thermometer  in  a  position  which  would 
indicate  the  ordinajry  temperature  in  which  an  European  lives 
when  not  exposed  to  the  sun,  having  suspended  it  against  a  wall 
in  my  bedroom,  and,  though  this  may  not  be  the  most  orthodox 
fashion  of  recording  temperatures,  yet  such  a  position,  in  my 
opinion,  more  correcUy  realises  one's  climatic  experience  so  far  as 
bodily  sensation  is  concerned,  than  if  the  instrument  is  exposed  to 
extremes  of  atmospheric  influences. 

I  regret  that  the  exigencies  of  my  office  prevented  my  taking  the 
temperature  at  2  p.m.,  instead  of  at  noon,  as  the  latter  (?  former) 
hour  is,  in  my  experience,  usually  the  hottest  part  of  the  day,  and 
at  times  I  have  known  the  higher  reading  to  continue  with  little 
variation  up  to  midnight,  but  such  cases  are  exceptional. 

Doctor  Horton,  in  the  work  previously  alluded  to,  writes  as 
follows : — *'  In  West  Africa  the  temperature  of  the  air  is  at  its 
'^  lowest  at  4  o'clock  a.m.  and  its  maximum  at  3  p.m.,  from  which 
*^  it  gradually  begins  to  fall  until  4  a.m."  This  does  not  wholly 
accord  with  my  experiences  in  Bathurst.  I  have  not,  it  is  true, 
worked  with  a  minimum  thermometer;  but  I  have  examined  the 
accurate  instrument  with  which  I  made  my  records  at  all  hours 
of  the  night  and  at  various  seasons,  and  I  have  found  that  the 
lowest  temperature  is  shortly  after  sunrise,  the  thermometer 
almost  invariably  dropping  a  degree,  or  a  degree  and  a  half, 
between  6  and  7  a.m. 

Barometrical  readings  are  of  but  little  value  from  a  scientific 

Eint  of  view  in  the  Gambia.  There  is  the  same  diurnal  range 
cween  certain  hours  which  is  observable  generally  within  the 
tropics.  The  most  violent  tornado  has  not  the  smallest  effect  on 
the  working  of  the  instrument,  and  the  range  and  pressure  seem 
to  vary  very  little  either  in  the  rainy  or  in  the  dry  season.  Taking 
two  dates  at  random,  say  the  29th  April,  the  height  of  the  dry 
season,  and  29th  of  August,  the  height  of  the  rainy  season,  the 
records  are  as  follows : — 

29ih  April,  10  a.m.,  2995  ;  4  p.m.,  2980. 

29th  August,  10  a.m.,  2995 ;  4  p.m.,  29*87. 
The  fall,  possibly,  between  10  a.m.  and  4  p.m.  (an  almost  in- 
variable rule  within  the  tropics)  is  greater  in  the  dry  than  in  the 
rainy  season,  but  this  result  is  not  sufficiently  constant  to  establish 
any  rule  in  the  matter.  Although  it  will  be  anticipating  infor- 
mation properly  belonging  to  1886,  I  may  mention  as  a  curioua 
circumstance,  that  on  the  9th  January  the  barometer  sU\od  at 
29*95°  without  movement  between  10  a.m  and  4  p.m.  In  my 
remarks  on  the  weaiher  1  observe :  '*  Heavy  rain  from  seaward 
"  8.30  n,m. ;  thermometer,  9  a.m.,  66°  "  (a  drop  of  2°  since  7  a.ra.^  ; 
'*  wind,  northerly,  fresh,"     This  is  the  only  instance  in  the  whole 
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of  my  records  of  a  stationary  barometer  between  the  hours  named. 
It  wonld  appear,  then,  that  there  are  isolated  circumstances  which 
affect  the  instrument  even  in  this  region  which  does  not  fall  within 
the  western  cyclonic  area.  In  the  West  Indies,  where  I  paid 
some  attention  to  barometrical  observations,  the  action  of  the 
instrument  is  precisely  similar  to  that  which  occurs  in  Western 
Africa,  with  the  exception  that  Infallible  warning  of  a  hurricane 
is  always  given  by  the  suspension  of  the  rule  of  alternate  increase 
and  decrease  of  pressure  every  six  houns.  To  be  precise,  the 
barometer  is  at  its  maximum  at  10  a.m. ;  then  steadily  goes  down 
until  4.  p.m.,  usually  falling  about  ^^  of  an  inch  during  the  six 
hours,  after  which  there  is  a  corresponding  rise  until  10  p.m. ;  it  falls 
and  rises  in  the  same  manner  during  the  night  and  early  morning,  so 
that  the  maximum,  as  before  observed,  is  reached  at  10  a.m.  In 
a  hurricane  the  disturbance  of  normal  conditions  is  so  great  that 
the  mercury  fells  from  1*6  in.  to  2*5  in.,  according  to  whether  the 
locality  of  observation  is  near  to  or  fiEtr  from  the  central  path  of 
the  storm. 

The  following  table  gives  the  mean  temperature  during  the 
Tarious  months,  taken  at  the  hours  of  7  a.m.  and  noon*  Doubt- 
less, had  the  maximum  temperature  been  taken,  which  occurs 
according  to  my  observation  at  about  2  or  3  p.m.,  the  mean  would 
have  been  somewhat  in  excess  of  that  given ;  but,  except  during 
the  months  when  the  Harmattan  (N.E.  to  E.S.E.)  wind  blowSj 
there  is  but  little  rise  in  the  thermometer  after  noon : — 


Oavbu. 


Months,  1885. 


Mean  Temperatnre. 


7  ajn. 


Noon. 


January 

Febroary 

March 

April 

May- 

June  (19  days  only)  - 

Joly  . 

Aogost 

September    - 

October  (SO  days)     - 

Korember     - 

December  (S7  days) 


68*5 

72 

68*3 

70-5 

70 

77 

80 

78 

76-5 

79*8 

76 

72-2 


73-7 

78 

75 

76-5 

74 

SO 

8S*5 

80*5 

78-7 

SS'S 

79*6 

76 


The  Harmattan  wind  usually  sets  in  early  in  December,  and  is 
eagerly  looked  for  after  the  airless  oppressive  weather  in  October 
and  l^vember.    It  is  an  exceedingly  dry  wind,  and,  though  cool 
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and  bracing  in  the  early  morning,  becomes  hot  under  the  influence 
of  the  8UU  as  it  slackens  in  the  middle  of  the  day.  The  Harmattan 
is  an  intermittent  wind^  blowing  for  a  few  days,  and  being  then 
succeeded  by  the  refreshing  sea  breeze,  which  in  its  turn  gives 
way  to  the  Harmattan.  This  interchange  usually  lasts  up  to  the 
middle  of  April,  the  month  of  February  being  the  time  when  the 
Harmattan  is  most  prevalent.  Its  effects  may  be  seen  on  the 
mean  temperature  for  this  month,  which  ranges  higher  than  that 
of  the  preceding  or  three  following  months. 

The  months  of  July  and  October  are  decidedly  the  most  un- 
pleasant and  unhealthy  months  in  Bathurst.  In  July  the  sea 
breeze  has  stopped  blowing,  the  sun  is  very  hot,  and  stifling,  airless 
days  may  be  expected  preparatory  to  the  commencement  of  the 
rains,  which  are  generally  ushered  in  by  dry  tomadoen,  followed 
by  these  storms  accompanied  by  heavy  rain.  The  middle  of  Jane 
is  about  the  time  when  rain  may  first  be  expected,  but  the  wet 
season  does  not  become  thoroughly  established  until  a  month  later, 
the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  whole  of  August  and  September 
being  conspicuous  for  more  or  less  continuous  rain.  The  year 
1 886  was  noticeable  for  a  light  rainy  season,  which  told  prejudicially 
upon  the  native  agriculturalists.  The  total  rainfall  for  the  year 
amounted  to  39*45  inches,  while  that  for  the  preceding  year  (1884) 
totalled  87*88  inches.  The  first  rain  fell  on  the  31st  May  and 
the  last  recorded  shower  occurred  on  the  25th  October. 

As  a  rule,  I  think  it  may  be  considered  that  a  heavy,  rainy 
season  means  a  healthy  season,  more  especially  if  tornadoes  are 
frequent  with  their  usual  accompaniment  of  thunder  and  lightning. 
No  one  who  has  resided  in  Western  Africa  can  fail  to  appreciate 
the  pleasant  sensations  experienced  after  one  of  these  beneficent 
storms  has  passed  over ;  a  weight  seems  lifted  from  one's  being, 
the  air  becomes  unusually  clear  and  pure,  and  the  temperature 
is  considerably  lowered.  The  wind  seldom  blows  with  sufficient 
force  to  do  any  material  damage  during  the  progress  of  a  tornado, 
and  the  most  violent  storms  usually  expend  their  force  in  an  houi* 
or  two. 

The  Island  of  St  Mary  has  the  advantage  (in  one  sense)  of 
possessing  a  light,  sandy  soil,  and  consequently  the  heaviest  rain 
soon  percolates  through  and  does  not  stacrnate  on  the  flat  surface 
of  the  Island.  It  is,  of  course,  very  difficult  to  effect  any  satis- 
factory system  of  drainage  under  such  circumstances,  though 
attempts  have  been  made  in  this  direction.  With  a  more  retentive 
soil  Bathurst  would  be  uninhabitable  during  the  rains.  As  it  is, 
the  region  known  as  "  Half  Die "  is  a  continual  swamp,  and 
much  sickness  prevails  in  that  district  in  the  rainy  season.  It 
may  not  be  inappropriate  to  mention  here  that  efforts  are  being 
made  to  raise  the  level  of  Half  Die  so  as  to  obviate  this  defoct. 

Taken  as  a  whole,  the  climate  of  the  Gambia  is  decidedly 
superior  to  that  of  any  other  British  settlement  in  West  Africa, 
though  at  certain  seasons   intermittent  and  remittent  fevers  are 
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very  prevalent,  few  Europeans  escaping  an  attack  of  one  or  other  Gambia. 
of  these  forms  between  the  months  of  July  and  October.  Natives 
form  no  exception  to  this  rule;  though  with  them  the  disease  is 
rarely  fatal.  The  point  which  has  always  struck  me  about  the 
Gambia  is  the  dryness  of  its  climate  as  compared  with  Sierra 
Leone  and  the  Gold  Coast.  Even  during  the  rainy  season  one's 
boots  only  in  a  minor  degree  get  coated  with  the  damp  fiingoid 
deposit  which  is  so  noticeable  in  other  places.  From  I)ecember 
to  June  there  are  periods  of  phenomenal  dryness,  more  especially 
during  the  occurrence  of  the  Harmattan  wind ;  but  the  sea  breeze 
which  blows  from  the  north  and  north-west,  and  is  the  prevailing 
wind  during  three  months,  is  not  charged  with  moisture  to  the 
same  extent  as  similar  winds  in  Sierra  Leone  and  on  the  Gold 
Coast  The  far  more  copious  rainfall,  and  the  physical  conforma- 
tion of  Sierra  Leone,  which  is  mountainous  and  wooded,  will 
account  for  the  excessive  dampness  of  this  region,  but  on  the 
Gold  Coast  much  of  the  inconvenience  in  this  respect  is  caused 
by  the  strong  sea  breeze,  blowing  the  salt  spray  from  the  heavy 
surf  across  the  land.  The  average  rainfall  at  Accra  is  consider- 
ably less  than  in  the  Gambia. 

The  heaviest  fall  in  any  one  day  took  place  between  the 
3l8t  July  and  1st  August,  when  4  50  in.  were  registered.  The 
rain  gauge  is  situated  at  theColonial  Hospital,  and  the  barometrical 
and  thermometrical  readings  were  taken  at  the  Military  Hospital. 
These  buildings  are  close  to  each  other. 

The  height  of  the  thermometer  in  the  Gambia,  or,  indeed,  in 
West  Africa  generally,  must  not  be  taken  as  a  guide  to  one's 
sensations  of  heat ;  for  although  I  have  never  myself  seen  the 
mercury  touch  90°  at  any  hour  of  the  day,  hanging  against  the 
wall  in  my  bedroom,  yet  there  are  times  at  Bathurst  when,  to 
judge  by  one's  feelings,  10°  might  well  be  added  to  the  90°.  This 
is  especially  the  case  during  the  month  of  October,  which  is 
exceedingly  trying  to  Europeans.  The  rains  have  ceased,  and 
the  process  of  drying  up  is  going  on,  or  in  other  words, 
nature's  distillery  for  malaria  is  in  active  operation.  There 
rarely  a  breeze  of  any  kind,  or,  if  at  all,  a  land  wind  charged 
with  poison  from  miles  of  foetid  swamp.  Such  as  it  is,  however, 
it  is  welcomed  ;  for  during  the  oppressively  still  days  and  nights 
there  seemsto  be  an  absence  of  air  for  breathing  purposes.  This, 
however,  is  the  dark  side  of  the  picture,  and,  fortunately,  the  state 
of  things  descril>ed  is  only  of  short  duration.  Taking  all  things 
into  consideration,  climatically  speaking,  the  conditions  of  life  are 
more  bearable  in  the  Gambia  than  in  any  other  part  of  West 
Africa.  This  opinion,  I  may  add,  is  based  upon  four  years' 
personal  experience  inSierra  Leone,  and  three  years  on  the  Gold 
Coast. 

I  append  the  detailed  records  of  the  barometrical  and  thermo- 
metrical readings  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year  1885  :*— 
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Gambu. 


Readings  of  Barometer  and  Thermometer  at  Bathurst, 
commencing  on  the  lit  January  1885. 


—r' 

88*04 

29*78 

71 

76 

2 

28*95 

29*79 

74 

76 

8 

29-96 

29*75 

70 

74 

4Sa. 

29*96 

29-74 

67 

74 

6 

29-98 

29*72 

65 

73 

6 

29*96 

29*78 

66 

75 

7 

80*00 

29*76 

78 

75 

8 

29*96 

29*76 

68 

75 

9 

29*90 

2D*80 

67 

75 

10 

89*96 

29*88 

66 

78 

11  Stt. 

29-96 

29*85 

63 

72 

la 

29*96 

29*84 

68 

75 

18 

29*96 

28'84 

60 

75 

u 

80*00 

28*86 

60 

76 

16 

^*96 

29*83 

66 

73 

18 

80*00 

29*85 

65 

71 

17 

8000 

29*86 

67 

70 

18 

89*96 

29*85 

70 

70 

19 

80-00 

29*87 

70 

72 

90 

80*04 

29*90 

70 

72 

81 

8006 

29*87 

60 

72 

28 

80*06 

29*86 

68 

76 

88 

80*06 

29*95 

68 

72 

84 

8003 

29-91 

68 

73 

86 

80-00 

29-90 

69 

74 

88 

28-98 

29-89 

67 

73 

27 

29-98 

29-90 

72 

74 

88 

8005 

29*95 

72 

74 

80 

80-04 

29*94 

71 

76 

80 

29-99 

29*90 

68 

75 

81 

80-01 

29-90 

68 

74 

Februmry 

80*04 

20-93 

70 

77 

80-02 

29*90 

76 

79 

80-08 

89*91 

74 

80 

80-00 

89*99 

73 

78 

29*96 

29*79 

74 

80 

29-98 

29*78 

74 

79 

29*94 

29*76 

75 

80 

29*90 

29*80 

74 

79 

29*06 

20*81 

75 

80 

10 

29*96 

29*83 

75 

79 

11 

89*96 

29*86 

74 

80 

18 

89*86 

29*78 

74 

78 

18 

29*87 

29*68 

72 

76 

14 

29*80 

20-72 

74 

76 

16 

20*82 

29*76 

74 

76 

18 

28-98 

29*89 

70 

73 

17 

8002 

29*91 

70 

73 

18 

89-98 

29*86 

68 

76 

19 

29*95 

29*80 

72 

75 

SO 

29-96 

29*79 

70 

75 

81 

29*98 

29*82 

69 

72 

88 

80*00 

29*82 

65 

75 

88 

89*96 

29*68 

66 

76 

84 

89*94 

29*88 

68 

76 

.  86 

89*96 

29*82 

73 

80 

86 

29*98 

29*80 

73 

84 

87 

89*98 

29*76 

78 

84 

88 

89*98 

29*78 

74 

82 

ICsroh 

1 

29*90 

89*79 

76 

82 

8 

89*86 

89*74 

75 

86 

8 

29*90 

89*75 

73 

78 

4 

20*87 

89*77 

78 

76 

Fine  breese  all  day.  and  cooler. 

Wanner,  and  breese  alackened. 

Much  cooler,  with  fk^sh  breeie ;  strong  after  midnight. 

Temperature  much  lower;  very  cool  night 

Very  pleasant  all  day ;  wind  dropped  in  the  evening,  but 

temperature  cool. 
Breese  light 
Hormattan,  and  wanner ;  yeiy  still  all  day ;  afternoon, 

thermometer  76*^  8  p.m. 
Pleannt  day ;  breeie  light  afternoon,  strong  at  night 
Do.         do.  do.  strong  breeie  all 

night 
Wet  bulb  58*»at  7  a.m. ;  cool  day. 
Very  cold  morning  with  strong  breeie. 
Less  breese  and  wanner  during  day. 

Do.  do. 

Weather  hot  for  time  of  the  year. 
Cooler  in  the  morning ;  no  breeie  during  diQr. 
Fresh  breeie  and  cool. 

Do.  do. 

DuU,  cloudy  morning ;  slight  nin  during  night ;  cloudy 

Cloudy  still,  with  little  breese. 

Pleasant  day;  brighter. 

Sea  breeie  all  day ;  cool  and  pleasant 


Less  breeie  and  wanner. 

Pleasant  weather,  with  sea  breeie  again. 

Do.  do.  Hean     tem* 

perature  for  month,  7  a.m.  68*5,  noon  787. 

Thermometer  at  9  p.m.,  79° ;  Harmattan  all  day. 

Harmattan  blowing  till  3  p.m. 

Strong  Harmattan ;  thermometer  82°  at  7  p.m. 

Do.  do.  da 

Harmattan  not  so  strong ;  thermometer  84°  at  4  pan. 
Calm  all  day ;  light  seabreeie  after  6.80  p.nL 
Same  calm,  hot  weather. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Hot  durmg  dar,  cool  breeie  sprang  up  at  7  p.m.    ther- 
mometer, 72^  11  p.m. 
Cooler  in  morning,  and  a  little  sea  breeze. 

Do.  hot  during  day. 

Moderate  breeze  all  day ;  stronger  in  evening 
Strong  breeie  during  [day] ;  temperature  lower. 
Sea  breeze,  but  not  so  strong ;  heavy  dew  at  nignt 
Breeie  lighter,  with  same  heavy  dew  at  night^ 

Do.  do. 

Strong  breeie  spnmg  up  at  7  p.m..  lasting  all  night 
Breeie  still  very  strongand  continuous. 

Breeie  not  quite  so  strong. 

Do.  do. 

Breeie  failing. 
Light  breeie  all  night ;  calm  in  morning,  11  a.m. ;  hot 

wind  from  8.B.  with  higher  tempwature ;  very  haiy. 
Similar  day  to  preceding,  with  S.B.  wind.  ^^ 

Strong  Harmattan  sprang  up  at  8J0 :  mean  temperatnra 

for  month,  7  a.m.,  72 ;  noon,  78°. 

Harmattan,  but  not  so  strong. 

Do.  do. 

Not  much  breeze,  but  cooler. 
Sea  breeie  set  in  the  mondng ;  itrang  all  night 
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Barometer. 

Ther- 
mometer. 

Bate. 

Bemarkf. 

lOajn. 

4pjn. 

7  a.m. 

Noon- 

March 
5 

29-88 

29*78 

70 

76 

Pleasant  day,  with  sea  breeze. 

6 

29-90 

29-80 

71 

76 

Less  breeae,  but  cool. 

7 

29-95 

29*80 

71 

73 

Sea  breeze  set  in  at  10.30  a.m. ;  very  pleasant  tem« 

perature. 
Strong  breeze  all  night,  and  continued  all  day ;  ther- 

8 

29-93 

20-81 

70 

73 

mometer  73"*  at  3  p.m. 

9 

29-91 

&-80 

68 

72 

Breeze  continued ;  very  pleasant  weather. 

10 

29-93 

29-81 

66 

74 

Do.                  da 

11 

29-93 

29-82 

66 

72 

Do.                   do. 

12 

29*95 

29-81 

65 

74 

Do.                   do. 

13 

29-93 

29-80 

67 

78 

Breeze  fell  at  10.30  a.m.,  increase  at  2  pan.*  and  blew 

steadily  all  night. 
Breeze  light  in  morning ;  strong  after  U  ajn. 
Pleasant  breeze  all  day  and  night. 

U 

29-90 

20-78 

68 

78 

16 

29*89 

29-78 

69 

79 

16 

30-00 

29-80 

68 

78 

17 

29*98 

29-79 

66 

78 

Do!                do! 

18 

30-00 

29-80 

67 

74 

Do.                do. 

19 

29-92 

29-77 

71 

73 

Less  breeze  in  evening  and  night  v  morning  cloudy. 
Much  the  same  as  the  day  before. 

20 

29-95 

29-79 

70 

74 

21 

29-95 

29-78 

68 

73 

Cloudy  morning,  with  a  sprinkle  of  raiik 

22 

29*98 

29-80 

69 

72 

Cloudy,  with  strong  breeze. 

23 

29-97 

29-80 

68 

72 

Cloudy,  but  breeze  still  strong. 

24 

29*90 

29-78 

70 

78 

Cloudy,  but  breeze  Uf^ht&T. 

25 

29-90 

29*80 

72 

74 

Not  much  breeze  at  night ;  wind  S  Jl.  7  a.m. 

26 

29*92 

29-80 

60 

72 

Very  strong  sea  breeze  all  day ;  bright. 
Do.                   do. 

27 

29-95 

29-81 

67 

n 

28 

29-92 

29-80 

67 

70 

Do.                   do. 

29 

29-91 

29-82 

63 

70 

Do.                   do. 

SO 

29-95 

29-80 

66 

73 

Breeze  somewhat  lighter ;  full  moon. 

31 

29-93 

29-81 

68 

76 

Do.              do.                    Mean    tempera- 

April 

ture  during  month  7  a.m.  68*8**,  noon  76®. 

29-92 

29*80 

69 

73 

Breeze  very  stronpf  again. 

Blowing  very  hard  all  night  and  continued  all  day. 

2 

29-93 

29-83 

63 

72 

3 

29-91 

29-80 

63 

76 

Do.                         da 

4 

29*98 

29*83 

66 

78 

Wind  shifted  to  E. ;  strong  Harmattan. 

6 

29-98 

29*80 

70 

79 

4  p.m.  85" 
Still,  warm  night,  sand  flies  abundant. 
Somewhat  cooler,  but  breeze  light. 

6 

29-90 

20*81 

76 

79 

7 

29*98 

29-83 

76 

78 

8 

29-80 

29-70 

78 

80 

Breeze  still  continues  light. 

9 

29-81 

29-72 

74 

81 

Do. 

10 

29*80 

29-73 

70 

77 

Do. 

U 

29-90 

29-80 

70 

77 

Breeze  somewhat  stronger. 

12 

29-90 

29*81 

70 

78 

Do. 

13 

29-96 

29-82 

70 

75 

Cloudy  day,  with  good  breeze. 
Bright,  with  pleasant  breeze. 

14 

29-94 

29-83 

70 

76 

15 

29*92 

29*80 

71 

78 

Less  breeze  and  warmer. 

16 

29*90 

29*81 

74 

88 

Very  hot  day,  with  Harmattwi. 
Hot ;  much  breeze,  but  cooler. 

17 

29*59 

28*80 

73 

80 

18 

29-91 

29-79 

72 

78 

Breeze  stronger  from  the  sea. 

19 

29-95 

29*80 

69 

74 

Much  cooler,  with  strong  breeze. 

20 

29-95 

29-81 

70 

73 

Do.               do. 

21 

29-93 

29-82 

70 

75 

Less  breeze,  but  pleasant. 
Warmer  day,  with  little  breeze. 

22 

29*80 

29-72 

72 

80 

23 

29*87 

29-79 

76 

83 

Calm,  hot  day. 

Cloudy  day  and  cool ;  thermometer,  7  p.m.,  70'. 

Pleasant  day  and  cloudy. 

24 

29*90 

29  80 

73 

76 

25 

29*92 

29*81 

72 

75 

26 

29*90 

29*80 

72 

76 

Much  the  same ;  hazy  in  the  evening. 

27 

29-92 

28*79 

72 

74 

Do.                do. 

28 

29-95 

29*81 

60 

71 

Very  cool  day ;  hazy  and  damp ;  thermometer,  68*  at 

9  p.m. 
Same  as  yesterday,  only  lower  temperature. 

29 

29-95 

29-80 

66 

69 

80 

29-95 

20*79 

66 

68 

Overcast  up  to  9  p.m.,  stronger  breeze  after;  very  cool ; 
thermometer,  9  a.m.,  60® ;  mean  for  month*  7  a.m.  70*6®, 
noon  76-5®. 

May 

29*96 

29-80 

68 

71 

Brighter  and  not  so  much  breeze,  but  pleasant  d«y. 

29*94 

29*79 

65 

68 

Very  cool,  pleasant  day. 

29*95 

29*80 

68 

72 

Somewhat  warmer,  but  fjresh  breeze. 

29*95 

28*79 

70 

75 

Not  so  much  breeze. 

30*00 

29*80 

71 

74 

Breeze  fresh,  but  not  so  cooL 

30-00 

29-78 

73 

79 

Warm  in  morning,  strong  breeze  afternoon. 

29*98 

29*80 

74 

78 

Do.                   do. 

20-95 

29-81 

69 

74 

Much  cooler  in  the  morning;  strong  breeie. 

29-97 

29*80 

70 

76 

Breeze  continues,  but  warmer. 

10 

30-00 

29*82 

70 

73 

Very  plca<(ant  day  with  strong  breese. 

11 

28*95 

29*80 

70 

72 

Past  night  cooler  than  usual. 

12 

29-92 

28-79 

70 

73 

Weather  continues  very  pleaaant  with  cool  breese. 

13 

29*90 

29-78 

70 

72 

Do.                  da                  do. 

U 

30*00 

28*80 

70 

78 

Do.                  do.                  do. 

Gambu. 
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PAPBBS  BELATING  TO 


GlMUA. 


1« 
17 
18 
19 
SO 
21 

28 

28 
84 

26 
86 
87 
28 
29 
80 
81 


Jane 
1 
8 

8 

4 
6 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 
18 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
81 
28 
23 
24 
26 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 

July 
1 
8 
8 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 


9 

10 
11 
18 
IS 
14 
16 
16 
17 
18 
19 
80 


29*98 

29*80 

71 

74 



8001 

29*82 

72 

74 

^ 

80-00 

29-80 

73 

74 

— 

29*96 

29*78 

73 

78 

— 

29*96 

29*79 

75 

81 

— 

80*00 

29*80 

75 

80 

— 

29*90 

29*78 

80 

84 

^m 

29*92 

29*80 

77 

83 

— i 

Ab 

sent. 

80-00 

29*89 

80 

83 

*• 

80*00 

29*90 

77 

81 

— 

29-98 

29*86 

75  • 

83 

— 

29*90 

29*79 

75 

78 

— 

29*90 

29*75 

75 

78 

^ 

29*96 

"Iba 

75 

ent. 

79 

- 

80*00 

29*90 

75 

80 

_. 

29*95 

29*93 

76 

79 

— 

30*08 

29*88 

76 

80 

_ 

29*97 

89*85 

75 

79 

^-m 

29*98 

29*84 

75 

79 

— 

80*00 

29*88 

73 

77 

— 

80*08 

29*86 

75 

79 

— 

30-00 

29*86 

74 

77 

«. 

29*96 

29*88 

76 

77 

— 

80*00 

29*80 

75 

77 

.^ 

80-02 

29*81 

76 

77 

— 

[ 

—A 

- 

- 

0*69 

m^ 

— 

— 

— 

0*46 

— 

^" 

"" 

— 

^~ 

80-00 

99^ 

78 

82 

^,^ 

80*00 

29*81 

80 

83 

»» 

30*02 

29*80 

80 

ai 

^. 

80*05 

29*90 

80 

83 

— 

80-06 

29*91 

79 

82 

_ 

80-06 

29*90 

80 

83 

— 

80-08 

29*92 

81 

84 

— 

~« 

89-90 

80 

84 

0-59 

80*06 

29*91 

78 

82 

^ 

80-0* 

29-90 

81 

83 

-» 

80-00 

29*90 

79 

81 

«> 

29-97 

29*89 

82 

86 

— 

29-96 

29*87 

80 

81 

— 

80*06 

29*89 

80 

84 

— 

30-08 

29*86 

81 

85 

.. 

30-00 

29-85 

80 

85 

— 

80-06 

29*86 

81 

85 

_ 

80*00 

29*82 

79 

82 

0-06 

80-00 

29*90 

80 

83 

— 

80*08 

29*90 

80 

83 

-» 

29*96 

29*85 

76 

80 

0*62 

29-97 

29*90 

79 

82 

-« 

30*00 

29*89 

78 

82 

0*26 

8000 

29*88 

80 

82 

— 

29*95 

29-85 

80 

82 

-» 

29-95 

29*85 

80 

82 

mm 

29-98 

29*84 

81 

84 

-» 

80-00 

29*86 

81 

79 

2*1 

Bo.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Bo.  do. 

PMt  night  wanner ;  no  breeie  in  the  morning. 

Weftther  much  warmer  generally. 

Very  warm  day,  with  no  breeie;  theormometor 

8P7a.m. 
Still  yery  wann. 
Bo. 

Light  breeie  and  warm. 
Cooler,  but  not  much  breeie ;  oloiidy. 
Good  breeie  and  cool  indoors. 
Cloudy  and  cool  all  day. 
Bo.  do. 

Bo.  do. 

SaininmominffatBathunt;  noneatLamin,seT«n 
miles  off.  Mean  for  montii,  9  a.m.,  70° ;  noon, 
74*». 

Cloudy ;  strong  breeie  in  evening. 

Pleasant  breeie  all  past  night ;  continued  during 
day. 

Strong  breeie  all  night,  dropped  at  about  4U)  pjD. 

Less  breeie,  but  pleasant  day. 

Much  the  same. 

Cooler,  with  stronger  breeie. 

Very  pleawnt  day ;  breeie  stronger  towards  even- 
ing: thermometer  74°  8  a.m. 

Weiither  still  very  pleasant. 

Bo.  do.  Strooff    breesa   all 

Cloudy  morning ;  cool  and  pleasant  day. 
Left  for  Aibreda  with  Goremor. 


Weather  much  hotter,  with  less  breeie. 

Bo.  do. 

Bo.  do. 

Bo.  do. 

Cloudy,  with  symptoms  of  a  tomada 

Mean  temperature  for  month  (19  days)  7 
77°;  noon,  80°. 


Strong  sea  breeie  all  past  night  and  during  day. 
Hot,  calm  night 


Tornado  threatened  between  8  and  4  p.m..  but 
passed  off  with  slight  rain;  hot  night  after^ 
wards. 

Tornado  at  2  a.m.  with  rain. 
Strong  breeie  all  past  night. 

Tornado  during  night  with  heavy  nAiL 
Uain  commenced  at  3.30. 

Very  hot,  stifling  night. 

Hot,  cloie  day. 

Very  hot  night  (82°  6.80  a.m.);  heavy  rain  see 

in  at  7  pan.,  loweriiig  temperatm;  cleared 

up  at  noon. 
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Dftte. 

Barometer. 

Ther- 
mometer. 

Baiu- 

Remarks. 

10  a.m. 

4  p.m. 

7  a.m. 

Noon. 

fall. 

July 
21 

28*97 

29-84 

79 

&3 

0-68 

Shower  at  8  p.m. 

22 

29-98 

29-86 

80 

83 

0-90 

Bain  dunnp  night;  heavy  rain  at  6  pjn.  with 
viTid    lightning    and     thunder;    not    much 
wmd. 

23 

SO'OO 

29-87 

80 

83 

.^ 

24 

29-98 

29-85 

80 

83 

^. 

25 

3000 

29-86 

79 

80 

0-22 

26 

29-96 

29-83 

80 

79 

0-04 

27 

30-00 

29-87 

79 

81 

0-61 

Tornado  at  5  a.m.,  and  another  very  heavy  one 
at   9  p.m..    accompanied  by  vivid   lightnhig, 
and  consequent  peals  of  thunder. 

28 

29-93 

29-84 

79 

81 

_ 

28 

29-92 

29-82 

78 

80 

0-01 

Slight  tornado  at  5   a.m.,  with  a  little   rain: 

30 

30-00 

29-84 

78 

83 

_ 

breeie  from  E.8.E.  lowering  thermometer. 

91 

29-93 

29-80 

76 

76 

0-72 

Heavy  rain  set  in  at  8.30  p.m.,  and  lasted  more 
w  less  aU  night.    .Mean  temperature.  7  a.m.. 
80*;  noon  82-6^. 

August 

1 

29-91 

29-82 

77 

80 

4-60 

2 

29-90 

29-81 

79 

81 

S 

4 

29-92 
29-90 

29-81 
29-78 

79 
79 

81 
78 

0-05 
216 

Tornado  at  4  a.m. ;  heavy  rain  up  to  10  a.m. 

6 

G 

29-86 
29-90 

29-74 
29-80 

76 
76 

76 
76 

2-18 
1-35 

Very  heavy  rain. 
Do. 

7 

29-91 

29-82 

76 

78 

1-23 

8 

29-94 

29-83 

77 

80 

0*27 

9 

29-92 

29-82 

77 

80 

0-44 

10 

29-90 

29-81 

78 

80 

0-17 

•Raining  more  or  less,  with  hot  intermission. 

11 

29-90 

29-80 

79 

81 

0-50 

12 

29-96 

29*83 

77 

78 

0-47 

13 
14 

29-93 
29-95 

29-82 
29*84 

78 
78 

80 
82 

0-05 

Bright  day,  with  little  rain. 
Fine  day. 

15 

29-93 

29*82 

80 

82 

— 

Do. 

16 

29-92 

29-83 

79 

82 

^ 

Do. 

17 

29-9i 

29-86 

79 

82 

» 

Do. 

18 

30-00 

29-89 

79 

82 

^ 

Do. 

19 
SO     . 

30-00 
29-98 

29*88 
29-88 

80 
79 

82 
80 

z 

Do.      Slight  rain  at  about  8.30  a.m. 

21 

22 

30-00 
30-00 

29-89 
29-88 

79 

78 

81 

81 

0-66 
1*97 

Tornado  at  about  4  p.m. ;  heavy  rain  at  7  p.m. 

23 

30-01 

29-90 

79 

82 

0-81 

24 

30-00 

29-91 

80 

82 

25 

29-98 

29-89 

80 

84 

0^7 

26 

29-98 

29-88 

79 

82 

0-21 

27 

3000 

29-89 

79 

78 

0*16 

Very  heavy  rain. 

28 

29 

29-90 
29*95 

29-79 
29-87 

78 
78 

79 
78 

3-67 
0*07 

Heavy  rain  during  night 

30 
31 

29-93 
29-95 

29-85 
29-87 

77 

78 

77 
80 

1-77 
0-03 

Cloudy  up  to  10   a.m.,  then  .brightened ;  ther- 
mometer 4.0  p.m..  80».               *           • 
Mean  temperature.  7  a.m..  78*> ;  noon,  80-6*. 

Sepft. 

1 

29-94 

29-87 

79 

81 

— • 

Fine  day. 

2 
3 

29-96 
28-96 

29-87 
29-88 

78 
79 

77 
81 

0-89 
1-69 

Very  heavy  rain  commenced  at  8  a.m. 

4 

29-93 

29-84 

79 

81 

Fine  day. 

6 

29-94 

29-84 

78 

80 

-» 

Do. 

6 

29-95 

29-85 

79 

81 

— . 

Do. 

7 

29-97 

29-86 

79 

81 

0-07 

8 
9 

30-00 
3002 

29-88 
29-87 

79 
80 

78 
82 

0-45 
0-82 

Tornado,  with  heavy  rain  at  7.30  a.m. 

10 

30-00 

29*90 

81 

82 

1-30 

11 
12 

30-02 
30-00 

29*90 
29-91 

80 

80 

82 
78 

Past  night  very  hot  and  airless. 
Tornado  8  a  jn. 

13 

29-98 

29*89 

79 

80 

0-37 

14 

30-00 

29-90 

80 

82 

0-18 

16 

30-00 

29-90 

78 

80 

0-73 

16 

29-98 

29*89 

80 

83 

17 

30-00 

29-90 

82 

86 

— 

Hot  day,  with  no  breeze. 

18 

80-08 

29-95 

80 

84 

0-42 

Bright  day ;  strong  breexe  from  B.  at  11  a.m.  for 
two  hours;  no  rain. 

19 
20 

'30-03 
30-00 

29-92 
29-90 

80 
80 

84 
84 

^ 

Bright  day. 

21 

29-98 

29-89 

80 

83 

0-06 

22 

30-05 

29-92 

78 

81 

0-36 

23 

30-03 

29-90 

77 

81 

0-41 

24 

30-05 

29-94 

78 

81 

Tornado  7.30  tjn. 

Gambia. 
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Gambia. 


DAte. 


Sept. 


27 
28 


29 


Oct. 

1 
2 
3 

4 

ft 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 


12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

26 
27 
28 
29 
80 
31 


Nov. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
6 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

17 
18 
19 
SO 
21 


Barometer. 


Ther- 
mometer. 


10  aon.  4  pjn.  7  a.m.  Noon. 


30-03 
30-04 
30-05 
30-04 

30-06 

30*05 


30-03 
30-05 
30-03 
30-06 

30-03 
20*98 
80-00 
30-00 
30-02 
29-95 

30-00 

30-01 
29-97 
29-95 
29-93 
29-95 
29-98 

29*95 
29*93 
29*95 
30-00 
29*97 
29*95 
30*00 


29-95 
29-97 
29-96 

29*95 

29-96 


29-94 
29*93 
29*94 
29*95 

29-94 
29-91 
29-90 
29*90 
20*91 
29-86 

29-90 

29*92 
29*89 
29*98 
29-84 
29*83 
29-87 

29-83 
29*84 
29*82 
29*86 
29*87 
29*86 
29-90 


BAin- 
laU. 


A1 

saent. 

30*00 

29*90 

78 

30*00 

29*91 

80 

29*98 

29*90 

80 

29*97 

29-88 

80 

29-98 

29-87 

80 

30*00 

29-90 

79 

Total  raiutall.lS35 


30-00 

20*90 

80 

29*96 

29*87 

80 

29-96 

29*86 

80 

29-96 

29*85 

77 

30*00 

29*84 

79 

30-00 

29*91 

81 

29-98 

29*90 

79 

29-65 

29*90 

78 

29*96 

29*95 

80 

29-94 

29*93 

80 

29*98 

29*87 

78 

3000 

29-91 

78 

29-98 

29-90 

78 

80-02 

29*92 

76 

30-00 

29*90 

74 

30-02 

29*92 

73 

29-98 

29*89 

74 

30-00 

29*90 

75 

30*00 

29*91 

75 

29*96 

29*87 

75 

29*96 

29*85 

74 

79 


83 


80 

84 
84 
84 
84 
84 


0*18 
002 


0-02 


-39-45 


Remarks. 


Cloudy  day  and  eool. 

Bright  day.  with  pleasant  Seabreeze ;  strong  after 

7  p.m.;  thermometer  10  p.m..  78®. 
Fme   bright;  breeee  all  night,  and  continued 

during  day. 
Breeze  all  night  and  early  morning ;  dropped  at 

10  p.m.,    cloudy;    temperature,  7 a.m.,  76*6° ; 

noon,  78-7*'. 


Tornado  during  night,  with  slight  rain. 
Blew  heavily  during  night,  but  no  rain ;  hot,  still 
morning. 

Cool  breeze  all  night;  bright,  hot  day. 
Very  hot,  still  day ;  hazy. 
Do.      bright. 
Do.         do. 
Cooler  night ;  pleasant  breeze ;  morning  eloudy, 

with  sea  breeze. 
Very  pleasant  night  with  close  breeze ;  strong 

breeze  from  3  up  to  noon. 
Still  day  and  night ;  close. 
10.30  a.m..  smart  shower. 
Heavy  rain  during  dsy. 

Strong  breeze  from  S.Vf.  sprang  up  at  8  a.m.,with 
rain,  lowering  temperature. 

Bright  and  warm. 

Do. 
Thermometer,  86**  4  p.m. 
Bright  and  warm ;  no  breeze. 
Warm  day;  cooler  toTO*ds  evening. 
Cooler:  wind, 8.8.B.  (huid). 
Tornado,  with  heavy  rain  at  4  pan.;  rain  lasted 
some  hours. 

Still,  bright  weather;  very  close. 
Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do.  Mean  tempera- 

ture, 7  a.m.,  79*8* ;  noon,  82*6*  (80  days). 


Mean  temperature,  7  a.m.,  79*8° ;  noon,  SE'C*  (80 

days). 
Hazy  and  dull;  no  breeze. 
Thermometer  dropped  1°  by  8  a.m.;  breeze  fh>m 

E.  all  night. 
Slight  Harmattan ;  past  night  cool. 

Very  hot  night. 

Harmattan  in  morning ;  night  cooler. 

Pleasant  day. 

Warmer  i  not  much  breeze. 

Strong  sea  bree&e  set  in  at  8  p.m. ;  temperature 

same  as  at  noon. 
Pleasant  day;  Seabreeze. 

Do.  do. 

Warmer ;  cool  at  night. 
Strong  sea  breeze  all  night. 
Very  cool  night ;  breeze  all  day. 
Cool  breeze  all  past  night ;  dropped  at  10  a.m. 

thermometer,  1  p.m..  79°. 
Breeze  still  continues,  and  plessant  weather. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Do.  do. 

Thermometer,  73^  at  6  a.m. 
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Barometer. 

Ther- 
mometer. 

Dite. 

Bemarkfl. 

lOajD. 

4pjn. 

7a*m. 

Noon. 

Nov. 

•* 

22 

29*95 

29*81 

74 

76 

Less  breese  with  the  full  moon. 

23 

20*94 

29*83 

74 

77 

Warmer,  but  cool  at  night. 

24 

80*03 

29-85 

75 

79 

Cahn,  and  hot  in  middle  of  day. 
Breete  again,  but  light,  cool  night. 

26 

30*08 

29*87 

73 

77 

26 

8006 

29*96 

76 

77 

27 

3006 

29*95 

73 

75 

Sea  breeze  sprang  up  at  9  a.m. 

28 

3003 

29*93 

73 

76 

29 

30*00 

29*91 

73 

75 

Cloudy  morning. 

SO 

3001 

29*91 

74 

76 

Less  wind,  and  wanner ;  mean  temperature,  7  a.m.,  76® ; 

Dec. 

noon,  29*6°. 

1 

3000 

29-90 

75 

77 

Do.                    do.                    do. 

2 

29*98 

29-89 

75 

78 

Do.                    do.                    do. 

3 

4 

30-00 
30*00 

29*90 
29*90 

73 
73 

81 
78 

Strong  Harmattan  sprang  up  at  3  a.m. ;  wet  bulb,  62**. 

6 

30*00 

29-92 

73 

80 

« 

30*05 

29-85 

75 

77 

Heavy  dew,  and  fog  in  morning ;  hot  first  part  of  night; 
thermometer,  76*6  a.m. ;  sand  flies. 

7 

8 

80*06 
30*04 

29*83 
S»'84 

74 
73 

75 
75 

Cloudy,  with  Harmattan  up  to  noon. 

9 

29*98 

29*86 

72 

75 

10 

30*00 

29*90 

72 

75 

StUl  night;  sand lUes. 

11 
12 

30*03 
30*00 

29*92 
29*90 

74 

73 

77 
80 

Sand  flies  i^bundant ;  no  breeze. 

13 

30*00 

29*91 

74 

79 

Governor  left  Bathu  rst-Calabar.   Warm  day ;  no  breeze. 

14 

30*00 

29*92 

74 

77 

8  a.m.,  sworn  in  as  Administrator.    Weather  similar  to 

yesterday. 
Still  calm,  but  air  fairly  cooL 

15 

30*03 

29-90 

72 

77 

16 

30*02 

29*91 

7.J 

78 

Calm  and  warm. 

17 

8000 

29*90 

74 

80 

Do.              Went  to  Government  Houie. 

18 

30*02 

20  91 

72 

77 

Cooler  breeze  at  2  p.m. 

19 

3004 

29*93 

71 

79 

Harmattan. 

20 

3006 

29*96 

71 

76 

Do.          Cloudy  and  duU. 

21 

30*06 

29*94 

71 

75 

Do,                    do. 

22 

30*06 

29*95 

71 

76 

Do.                    do. 

23 

8004 

29*93 

71 

74 

Do.                    do. 

24 

25 
26 
27 

30*06 

"^ 

71 

72 

Cloudy;  not  much  breeze;  inclined  to  rain.   Went  to 
Albreda. 

- 

— 

- 

- 

Absent. 

28 

_ 

29^ 

-~ 

— 

Do. 

29 
30 

3002 
3003 

29*94 
29*91 

72 
73 

76 
76 

Eetum  to  Bathurst  at  12.30  previous  day. 
Harmattan  in  morning. 

31 

30*02 

29*90 

72 

76 

Do.          do.             Mean  temperature,  7  a.m., 
72*2* ;  noon.  26*  (27  days) .               t~.        «. 

Gaicbia* 


Ethnology y  Distribution  of  Races,  ^c. 

Some  account  of  the  native  races  connected  with  the  Gambia 
will,  I  trust,  be  of  use  to  those  interested  in  the  Settlement,  more 
especially  as  the  official  records  bearing  on  thin  subject  are  meagre 
and  usually  of  an  incidental  character,  such  matters  being  only 
touched  upon  when  they  serve  to  elucidate  other  subjects  con- 
nected with  the  general  Government. 

The  principle  tribes  associated  more  or  less  economically  with 
the  Settlement  are  the  following : — 

1.  Mandingoes. 

2.  Sereres. 

3.  Nominkas. 

4.  Jolas. 
6.  Jolofs. 

6.  Salum — Salum 

7.  Lowbeys. 
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^2  PAPERS  RELATING   TO 

Gambu,       In  addition  to  these  the  trading  community  come  into  contact 
^~         with  Foulahs  and  Turankas^  or  Toocalores  in  the  upper  river. 

1.  Mandingoes, — The  head- quarters  of  this  extensive  and 
powerful  race  lie  in  tlie  mountainous  district,  near  the  sources  of 
the  Niger  and  the  Gambia,  extending  as  far  as  Kong.  From 
this  region  they  overran  the  surrounding  country  westward  to 
Bambouk,  and  still  pushed  on  until  the  banks  of  the  Gambia  as 
far  as  the  sea,  more  or  less  fell  under  their  sway. 

The  history  of  their  advent  in  the  Gambia  is  thus  described  by 
F.  Xavier  Golberry,  a  French  Nvriter  who  visited  this  portion  of 
Western  Africa  in  the  years  1785-6-7:  "About  the  eommencr- 
*'  ment  of  the  tenth  year  of  the  Hegira,  Amari  Sonko^  a  celebrated 
**  Mandingo  warrior  descended  from  the  interior  of  Africa,  at  the 
"  head  of  more  than  20,000  armed  men,  and,  followed  by  a  great 
"  number  of  women  and  Marabouts,  he  ravaged  all  the  northern 
**  coasts  of  the  Gambia,  arrived  towards  the  mouth  of  that  river, 
"  wliere  he  fought  many  battles  with  the  King  of  Salum,  and  finally 
'*  remained  conqueror  of  the  territories  of  Barra,  of  KoUar^  and  of 
*'  Badibou.". 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  present  King  of  Barra,  or 
Nuomi,  is  "Moranto  Sonko,"  and  the  Sumar,  or  Prime  Minister, 
is  '^Barkari  Sonko,"  probably  descendants  of  the  Mandingo 
warrior  noticed  by  Golberry.  Barkari  Sonko  is  an  exceptionally 
intelligent,  influential,  and  worthy  African,  and  a  staunch  ally  of 
the  British  Government  j  he  is  both  feared  and  respected  by  the 
people  of  Nuoiiii,  and  much  of  the  peace  and  absence  of  complica- 
tion on  the  Ceded  Mile  are  due  to  the  exercise  of  his  wise  and 
vigorous  influence.  I  regret  to  say  that  he  is  now  an  old  man, 
and  his  loss  will  be  much  felt  when  he  dies. 

At  the  present  moment  the  principal  countries  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  river  are  occupied  mostly  by  Mandingoes,  and  the 
dominant  tribes  in  Combo,  on  the  south  bank,  are  also  of  the 
same  race,  though  the  heathen  Jolas  in  the  bordering  Fogui 
country  are  able  to  hold  their  own  against  them.  Nuomi  (Ceded 
Mile),  lokardo,  Kiang,  Jarra,  Badibou,  n'Yarmina,  Packow, 
Sandial  and  n'Yarnie,  are  all,  more  or  less,  peopled  by  Mandingoes, 
who  practically  control  the  trade  of  the  lower  river.  Three  fourths 
of  the  ground  nuts  hitherto  cultivated  have  been  grown  by  them  ; 
the  export  of  beeswax  seems  to  be  dependent  also  upon  the 
Mandingoes,  who  bring  it  down  from  the  interior  of  tne  Jola 
country.  They  also  bring  cattle  and  hides  into  the  market  and 
cultivate  cotton  largely,  which  their  women  spin  and  weave  into 
the  pagns,  or  country  cloths,  which  play  so  conspicuous  a  part  in 
the  trade  of  the  river. 

The  Mandingo  language  is  rich  and  musical,  and  susceptible, 
I  understand,  of  more  variety  of  expression  than  the  Jolof  tongue 
which  next  after  the  Mandingo  is,  perhaps,  the  most  prevalent 
language.    The  latter  adopt  the  decuple  system  of  numeration. 
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wbereas  the  former  possesses  only  a  quinquenuial  period.     The      Gambii. 
following  are  the  Mandiogo  numerals  : —  

One  -  -  -  Killing. 

Two  -  .  -  Foulah. 

Three  -  -  -  Salua. 

Four  -  -  -  XJawee 

Five  -  -  -  Lulloo. 

Six  -  -  .  Warroo. 

Seven  -  -  -  Warroo — ^Willa. 

Eight  -  -  -  Sayee. 

Nine  ...  Canonto. 

Ten  ...  Tan. 

Eleven  ...  Tan-in,  Killing,  &;c. 

The  Mandingoes,  as  a  rule,  are  Mohammedans,  though  many 
are  *^  Sonninkees ;"  and  in  all  their  faith  is  permeated  more  or 
less  with  fetishism.  The  term  *'  Sonninkee "  is  applied  by 
Mohammedans  to  all  people,  irrespective  of  race,  who  drink  spirit. 

Physically,  they  are,  in  general,  a  spare,  athletic  race  of  medium 
height,  often  with  aquiline  features,  but  in  contour  always  distinct 
from  the  typical  negro.  In  colour  they  are  not  so  dark  as  the 
Jolofs,  but  the  hair  is  woolly.  The  laws  in  Mandingo  towns  are 
administered  by  *^  Alkalis,"  or  "  Sumas,"  both  terms  having  the 
same  signification.  The  only  difference  is  that  the  former  is  a  kind 
of  prime  minister  in  a  Mohammedan  town,  while  the  latter  holds 
a  similar  oflSce  in  a  Sonninkee  town.  Murder  and  adultery  are 
punished  by  death.  The  sentence  in  the  former  case  is  carried  out 
by  killing  in  the  same  manner  as  the  murder  was  committed; 
and  in  the  latter  the  adulterer  is  usually  killed  with  cutlasses. 
The  adulteress  suffers  only  whipping,  and  is  cast  out  by  her 
husband.  Theft  is  punished  by  whipping,  an  instrument  some- 
what similar  to  a  *'  cat  "  being  used  for  the  purpose.  Slander  and 
dbrespect  to  parents,  or  the  aged,  are  punished  by  fine,  which 
goes  to  the  alkali  and  head  men  of  the  town.  Immorality  as 
distinguished  from  adultery  is  almost  unknown  ;  but,  if  practised 
and  discovered,  would  meet  with  the  death  penalty  as  in  adultery. 

The  Mandingoes  still  keep  up  a  connexion  with  their  original 
country,  and  recognise  a  supreme  authority  in  the  ancient  Man<- 
dingo  kingdom,  though  this  recognition  is  more  sentimental  than 
real,  the  distance  being  too  great  for  any  effective  authority  to  be 
exercised.  The  present  King  resides  at  Sangara,  the  capital  of 
the  Tilibo  country,  situated  almost  immediately  at  the  source  of 
the  Niger. 

2.  Sereres. — This  race  occupies  the  neighbourhood  of  Joal,  Seine, 
and  Baol  to  the  north  of  the  Gambia  and  outside  British  jurisdic- 
tion, though  many  of  them  are  settled  on  the  Ceded  Mile.  They 
are  a  distinct  race  with  a  language  having  no  affinity  either  to  the 
Mandingo  or  Jolof. 

They  are  an  independent  and  comparatively  industrious  people, 
cultivating  largely  both  corn  and  rice ;  they  also  rear  numerous 
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Gaicbu.  cattle.  As,  however,  their  wants  are  extremely  few,  they  are  of 
""^  no  great  economical  use  in  the  Settlement  They  seldom  buy 
cotton  goods,  and  have  no  craving  for  luxuries  of  any  description. 
Their  wardrobes  never  consist  of  more  than  two  pagns.  During 
the  dry  season  many  Serere  youths  come  to  Bathurst  to  work  as 
labourers  for  about  three  months,  their  ambition  being  satisfied 
when  they  have  eafned  sufficient  to  buy  a  trade  musket,  a  knife, 
a  wooden  box,  and  a  few  minor  articles,  such  as  iron  bars,  iron 
pots,  raw  cotton^  &a  Others  at  times  come  in  with  small  canoes, 
and  cut  firewood  for  the  Bathurst  market,  and  also  do  a  little 
fishing. 

In  religion  the  Sereres  are  infidels,  and,  except  in  a  few  instances, 
have  hitherio  resisted  all  attempts  to  convert  them  to  Islamism. 
They  recognise  a  Supreme  Being,  but  he  is  only  invoked  in  case 
of  hostile  invasion,  a  fashion  which  has  doubtless  been  borrowed 
from  the  Mohammedans.  The  King  of  Seine,  who  is  the  ruler  of 
the  Serere  nation,  keeps  one  Marabout  attached  to  his  person  for 
this  express  purpose,  but  ln&  services  are  never  put  into  requisition 
on  any  other  occasion. 

Physically  they  are  a  fine,  well-grown  race,  with  not  unpleasant 
features,  their  complexions,  as  a  rule,  being  of  a  deep  black. 

The  present  King  of  Seine  is  Jal  Gay,  a  monarch  much  addicted 
to  strong  liquors.  He,  however,  exercises  considerable  power  over 
his  subjects.  The  King  appoints  a  sort  of  governor  named  a 
''madungat"  to  represent  him  in  subordinate  districts,  and*  the 
madungat  has  the  power  of  appointing  agents  under  himself  who 
are  styled  "jarraf."  Nothing  of  importance,  however,  can  be  done 
without  the  King's  consent. 

The  Sereres,  whilst  in  the  Settlement,  submit  themselves  readily 
to  English  law.  In  their  own  country  the  King  administers  the 
national  substitute  for  justice.  As  with  the  Mandingoes,  murder 
and  adultery  are  punished  with  death ;  shooting  or  decapitation, 
according  to  the  decree  of  the  King,  being  the  means  adopted. 
Immorality  is  treated  in  a  more  lenient  fashion,  and  resolves  itself 
•  into  a  question  of  money.  I  am  told,  however,  by  persons  who 
know  the  customs  of  both  tribes  well,  that  the  Mandingoes  and 
Sereres  frequently  condone  the  offence  of  adultery,  if  the  male 
culprit  is  rich  enough  to  satbfy  the  outraged  honour  of  the  husband ; 
and,  moreover,  from  the  necessity  of  extreme  caution,  that  the 
wives  resort  to  various  cunning  devices  in  order  to  deceive  their 
husbands.  The  virtue  of  these  communities  is,  therefore,  more 
apparent  than  real. 

Each  Serere  man  is  permitted  by  custom  to  have  lO  wives,  but 
indulgence  in  a  greater  number  is  regarded  as  a  pardonable  folly. 
Theft  is  punished  in  a  very  drastic  manner.  The  thief  has  the 
whole  of  his  goods  confiscated  and  handed  over  to  the  victim  of 
the  robbery. 
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As  an  illustration  of  the  distinct  character  of  the  Serere  language      Gambu. 
the  following  are  the  numerals  employed  by  them  : —  *""" 

One  -----  Leng. 

Two  -----  Duck. 

Three  -  -  .  -  Taduck. 

Four  -  .  -  .  Nahack. 

Five-  ....  Bettack. 

Six  -  -  .  -  «  Betta-foleng. 

Seven  ....  Bet»a-tluck. 

Eight  -  .  -  .  Belta-taduck. 

Nine  -  -  -  .  Betta  Nahack. 

Ten  -  -  •  -  -  Harbo  Hy. 

It  will  be  observed  tijat  the  primitive  quinquennial  period  is 
adopted  by  the  Sereres,  as  is  the  case  with  the  Jolofs. 

In  the  event  of  a  summons  from  the  King  the  whole  of  the  absent 
Sereres  would  be  compelled  to  return  to  Seine. 

3.  Nominkas. — This  race  occupies  the  region  known  as  the 
kingdom  of  Nuomi  or  Barra.  I  have  been  unable  to  ascertain  the 
precise  boundaries  of  the  old  Nuomi  kingdom,  but  at  present  the 
Nominkas  are  spread  over  the  various  towns  along  the  Ceded  Mile 
a  portion,  however,  residing  outside  the  jurisdiction. 

They  appear  to  be  divided  into  two  sections,  named  respectively 
the  Nomibartokas  (meaning  those  living  at  the  entrance  of  the 
river),  and  the  Nomibantokas  (meaning  those  living  more  within 
the  river).  The  former  occupy  the  region  between  Jonwar  and 
Jinneck,  and  the  latter  reside  between  the  towns  of  Essow  and 
Jooroonko. 

The  Nominkas  are  all  Mandingoes;  but  the  Nomibartokas  live 
so  near  to  the  Sereres  that  they  speak  this  language  in  addition 
to  their  own. 

Jonwar,  mentioned  above,  forms  one  of  a  group  of  islets  adjacent 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Saloum  river  to  the  north  of  the  Gambia. 
The  inhabitants  of  these  islets  originally  were  under  the  control 
of  the  King  of  Nuomi ;  but  in  the  years  1863-64,  owing  to 
oppression  on  the  part  of  the  ruling  power,  they  revolted,  and  were 
afterwards  joined  by  the  Marabouts  in  Nomibanto,  who  saw  an 
opportunity  of  freeing  themselves  from  the  King's  laws.  Colonel 
D'Arcy,  the  then  administrator,  remonstrated  with  the  people  on 
the  Ceded  Mile  for  interfering  in  the  matter,  but  unavailingly ;  and 
he  was  ultimately  compelled  to  use  force.  Hence  the  Tubarbeco- 
long  Expedition  of  1866.  Since  then  the  Nomibartokas  have 
refused  further  tribute  to  the  King  and  Princes  of  Nuomi. 

The  Nominkas  communicate  with  Bathurst  hy  means  of  large 
canoes,  which  some  of  them  are  very  clever  at  making.  These 
canoes  will  sometimes  carry  as  much  as  three  tons  of  ground  nuts, 
of  which  they  cultivate  large  quantities.  Since  the  French  have 
established  themselves  at  Foiindioune  and  elsewhere  in  that  neigh- 
bourhood most  of  this  produce  is  diverted  from  Bathurst.  The 
market  is  of  course  nearer  for  the  more  northern  portion  of  the 
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Oambu.  Nomiukas,  bat  in  addition  higher  prices  were  at  one  time  offered 
by  the  French  than  could  be  procured  at  Bathurst 

The  Nominkas  also  bring  salt  and  dried  fish  to  Bathurst,  a 
portion  of  which  they  sell  and  the  rest  is  taken  up  the  riyer  to 
exchange  for  corn,  &c. 

In  religion  most  of  the  Nominkas  are  now  Mohammedans, 
though  originally  they  were  Soninkees.  Their  laws  are  similar  to 
those  of  the  Mandingoes,  from  whom  they  sprang.  Those  on  the 
Ceded  Mile  are,  of  course,  amenable  to  English  laws,  and  constables 
have  been  stationed  at  most  of  the  towns  to  preserve  order,  and 
to  make  periodical  reports  to  Bathurst  upon  the  state  of  the 
country. 

4.  Jolds. — The  history  of  this  primitive  and  extraordinary  race 
is  involved  in  much  obscurity.     No  idea  appears  to  exist  amongst ' 
themselves  in  regard  to  their  origin,  and  even  tradition  is  silent, 
except  as  to  recent  events,  in  the  chronicles  of  their  country. 

So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  learn  from  the  people  themselves,  the 
Jolas,  or  Fellups,  have  always  occupied,  more  or  less,  the  region 
they  now  inhabit,  viz.,  tlie  country  comprised  between  the 
southern  limit  of  foreign  Combo  and  the  north  bank  of  the  river 
Casamance,  running  in  a  north-easterly  direction  towards  the 
south  bank  of  tlie  Gambia  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Yintang  Creek, 
a  large  tributary  of  the  latter  river.  The  so-called  "Fogni" 
country  is  at  present  divided  by  the  Jolas  into  districts  as  follows, 
all  comprised  within  the  limits  of  lower  or  foreign  Combo : — 
Fellup,  Siati,  Mungoon,  Cabillie,  Binkin,  and  Carroon.  There 
are  also  another  set  called  the  Chabon  Jolas  who  live  more  in  the 
immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  Casamance,  though  they  all  speak 
the  same  language. 

This  people  up  to  the  present  appear  to  have  resisted  even  an 
imperfect  approach  to  civilization.  Although  an  industrious  race, 
their  ambition  has  been  satisfied  by  the  attainment  of  the  barest 
necessities  of  life.  Little  beyond  rice  is  grown  in  the  Jola  country, 
and  this,  with  fish  caught  in  the  creeks,  forms  the  staple  food  of 
the  people.  Their  neighbours,  and  enemies,  the  Mandingoes, 
oblige  them  to  procure  powder  and  guns  for  self-defence;  but 
beyond  these  articles  the  Jolas  buy  or  exchange  but  few  of  the 
marketable  commodities  of  Bathurst.  It  is  doubtful  wliether  they 
would  trouble  themselves  to  come  into  British  jurisdiction  at  all 
were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  they  have  learnt  by  experience  tiiat 
it  is  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed,  in  consequence  of  which  many  of 
them  have  settled  in  British  Combo,  and  come  from  thence  to 
Bathurst  to  obtain  work  as  labourers. 

Physically  they  are  not  an  attractive  looking  race ;  and  both 
sexes  wear  little  or  no  clothing.  In  their  own  country  there  is 
practically  no  Government  and  no  law  ;  every  man  does  as  he 
chooses,  and  the  most  successful  thief  is  considered  the  greatest 
man.  There  is  no  recognized  punishment  for  murder,  or  any 
other  crime.  Individual  settlement  is  the  only  remedy,  and  the 
fittest  survives. 
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Unlike  the  rule  amongst  most  African  races,  there  is  absolutely  ^^'°^' 
no  formality  in  regard  to  marriage^  or  what  passes  for  marriage, 
amongst  them.  Natural  selection  is  observed  on  both  sides,  and 
the  pair^  after  haying  ascertained  a  reciprocity  of  sentiment,  at 
once  cohabit  No  presents  are  made  by  the  bridegroom,  and 
the  consent  of  parents  b  entirely  ignored.  They  do  not  inter- 
marry with  any  other  race. 

Their  language  is  quite  distinct  from  that  of  any  other  con- 
tiguous people,  and  I  understand  that  it  is  not  emly  acquired. 
It  appears  to  be  poor  in  vocabulary,  as  might  be  expected  in  die 
case  of  a  race  with  so  few  wants.  The  Jolas  do  not  count  beyond 
10,  and  distinct  terms  are  used  only  up  to  five,  as  in  aU  the 
tribes  noticed  except  the  Mandingoes.  I  nave  had  some  difficulty 
in  ascertaining  the  numerals,  each  Jola  whom  I  have  questioned 
having  given  me  different  information;  but  the  following  appear 
to  be  generally  recognised  and  understood  >-« 


One    - 

• 

-    Eanor. 

Two    . 

- 

-    Coo-cooba,  or  Soo-Cooba. 

Three- 

- 

-     Hoo  hahjee,  or  See  hahjee. 

Four  - 

. 

-    Coo  bakeer,  or  See  bakeer. 

Five    - 

. 

-    Foutoe. 

Six     - 

• 

-    Fou-toe  d'eanor. 

Seven - 

• 

-    Fou-toe  coo-cooba. 

Eight. 

- 

-     Fou-tou-hoo  hahjee. 

Nine  - 

- 

-    Fou  toe  coo-bakeer. 

Ten    . 

- 

-    Koo-nTen. 

Beyond  these  figures  counting  becomes  pantomimic,  the  people 
using  both  hands  and  feet  to  represent  higher  numbers.  Pieces 
of  stick  are  also  sometimes  employed  for  the  same  purpose. 

It  is  evident  from  these  facts  that  the  Jolas,  whether  from 
persecution,  or  from  some  other  cause,  have  always  been  an 
isolated  race,  and  have  shunned  contact  with  their  neighbours. 
They  are,  however,  a  brave  people  and  have  proved  themselves 
capable  of  holding  their  own  against  the  warlike  Mandingoes,  who 
are  constantly  attecking  them — ^professedly  to  bring  them  over  to 
Islamism,  but  in  reality  to  capture  them  as  slaves.  The  Jola 
country  is  interesting  to  this  (government  as  being  the  nearest 
habitat  of  the  rubber  trees ;  and,  if  the  country  were  more  settled 
doubtless  a  far  larger  quantity  of  this  valuable  commodity  would 
find  its  way  to  Bathurst 

6.  Jofo/i.— Although  "  Jolof"  is  a  word  very  frequently  used 
in  Bathurst,  and  most  of  the  native  inhabitants  speak  that 
lajiguage,  yet,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  very  few  of  the  genuine  race 
are  to  be  found  in  it.  The  habitat  of  the  Jolofs  is  in  the  adjoining 
French  Colony  of  Senegal,  and  comprises  Jolof,  Cavor  Baol,  and 
Saloum.  Formerly  the  Jolof  nation  was  united  under  one 
Emperor  or  Kingi  who  was  styled  ''  Burb  i  Jolof; ''  but  dissensions 
arose  ending  in  separation,  each  district  chooring  a  King  of  its 
own.    The  Jolofs  proper  are  stated  to  be  a  handsome  race ;  and^ 
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Gaxbu.  as  a  rule,  those  of  both  sexee  with  whom  I  have  como  into  contact 
have  been  tall  and  well-formed,  with  a  jetty  bladcness  of  com- 
plexion. Thej  are  proud,  and  exceedingly  vain,  claiming  for 
themselves  a  very  ancient  descent  The  women  are  inordinately 
fond  of  gay  apparel  and  personal  adornment  of  every  description. 
They  fr^uently  pierce  the  ear  along  the  entire  edge  with  a  series 
of  holes,  so  that  tnis  feature  may  be  as  far  as  possible  loaded  with 
ornamentation.  The  wool  is  pulled  out  to  its  extreme  lengtii^  and 
plaited  into  thin  strips  which  hang  from  the  head,  giving  a 
pecuUar  character  to  these  natives.  The  natural  plaits  are 
supplemental  with  artificial  ones  made  of  a  native  dyed  fibre, 
and  the  whole  is  smeared  with  a  rancid  grease  which  emits  a 
very  offensive  odour.  Of  their  moral  qualifications  report  speaks 
very  unfiivourably,  mendacity,  deceit,  and  licentiousness  being 
wominent  characteristics  of  this  people.  In  reli^on  they  are 
fervent  Mohammedans ;  they  rarely  intermarry  mih  any  other 
race,  and  are  extremely  sensitive  to  any  mishap  in  this  direction. 
They  contribute  little,  except  their  language,  to  the  economical 
needs  of  the  Setdement,  our  neighbours  tne  French  extracting 
whatever  profit  there  is  to  be  gained  fix)m  contact  with  tbem. 

Any  mention  of  this  race,  apart  fix)m  its  ethnological  interest, 
would  be  superfloous  in  the  Gambia  Blue  Book  were  it  not  for 
the  existence  of  the  languaffe  in  certain  districts,  and  for  the  fact 
that  a  portion,  at  least,  w  the  adjacent  country  of  Baddiboo, 
which  has  played  an  important  part  in  Gambia  afiairs,  contains 
numerous  representatives  of  this  race.  This  region  borders  on 
Saloum,  which  is  a  portion  of  Jolof  proper. 

A  short  history  of  Baddiboo  (or  Baddibou)  will  not  be  out  of 
place  hece.  It  MS  been  previously  remarked  that  the  Mandingoes 
conquered  and  established  themselves  in  this  country  at  an  early 
sta^e  in  the  history  of  the  people.  They  remained  in  possession 
untd  about  the  year  1360^  when  a  certain  Hamah  Bah  (conmionly 
called  Mabah),  who  had  been  formerly  a  native  tcader,  by  degrees 
collected  together  a  heterogenous  army  and  duove  ttbe  Mandii^oee 
from  Baddiboo,  extending  his  conquest  into  Salouoa,  and  finally 
taking  possession  of  the  whole  country  and  establishing  himself 
as  its  chief.  In  October  1864  the  French  entered  into  a  treaty 
with  Mabah,  whereby  he  was  recognised  as  chief  of  Baddiboo 
and  Saloum  '^  qu'il  gouvemera  sous  Te  nom  d'Alxaamy."  By  this 
treaty  the  frontiers  of  Jolof,  Baol,  and  Seioe  nenaiaed  as  before; 
but  subsequentiy  Mabah^s  ambition  prompted  him  to  attack  the 
Serere  King  of  Seine,  and  during  the  war  in  1867  he  was  killed. 

On  the  deaith  of  Mabah  his  nephew,  Maihmoud  aDery  Bab, 
succeeded  to  the  thoene,  aocordiM  to  one  story,  merely  as  Regent 
for  Mabah's  youxkg  son,  Baide  'i&/bAe^  but  another  section  pro- 
fessed %o  regard  the  setibleinent  as  a  final  one.  Out  of  this 
question  ha^e  arisen  the  late  cooiplications  which  have  eerioualy 
affeeted  Aud  still  prejudicially  kiflnence,  the  trade  and  prosperity 
of  an  knportasit  {wrt  of  the  river* 
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Mahmoud  »Dery  Bah  from  the  first  possessed  none  of  the  roaster-  Qakbu. 
fol  character  and  ability  of  Mabah,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that 
before  long  troubles  arose^  which^  unhappily,  in  1877  culminated 
in  ciyil  war.  The  primary  trouble  arose  from  a  revolt  of  one  of 
Mabah's  generals^  Beram  Ceasay ;  and  Baddiboo  soon  divided 
into  two  sections,  one  fighting  against  the  other.  This  resulted 
after  a  long  struggle  in  the  partition  of  the  kingdom,  Mahmoud 
4)ery  Bah  retaining  the  portion  of  the  country  adjacent  to 
Suwara  Cunda  Creek  with  ^Yoro  for  his  capital  and  Beram 
Oeasay  securing  the  more  eastern  portion  with  his  capital  at 
^Dimba.  Mahmoud  ^Dery  Bab,  however,  was  recognised  both 
by  the  Government  aad  by  Beram  Ceasay  as  Chief  oT  Baddiboo, 
and  continued  to  receive  the  sdpend  granted  to  bim  for  protecting 
traders  in  the  river. 

Peace,  unhap[»ly  was  of  very  short  duration.  In  1884  Saide 
Mattie,  who  had  then  arrived  at  manhood,  got  together  a  party 
and  claimed  the  throne  by  right  of  inheritance  fi^m  his  father 
Mabah.  This  right  Mahmoud  ^Dery  Bah  denied,  and  more 
fighting  ensued.  Beram  Ceasay  took  the  side  of  his  chief,  but 
Saide  Mattie,  up  to  the  present,  ha?  succeeded  in  wresting  every 
town  from  his  uncle,  with  the  exception  of  ^Yoro,  ^bich  is 
impregnable,  from  a  native  point  of  view.  Unhappily  this  ques- 
tion is  stJUl  pending  (October  1886),  and  it  is  feared  that  hostili* 
ties  will  recommence  as  soon  as  the  dry  season  sets  in,  and  loot 
for  marauding  parties  in  the  shape  of  the  various  crops  in  the 
ground  exists  tot  those  who  are  strong  enough  to  help  themselves. 
The  Jolof  language  is  expressive  though  not  rich  in  vocd)u- 
lary,  and,  I  understand,  depends  much  upon  accentuation  for 
its  correct  rendering  and  apprehension.  The  numerals  are  as 
follows : — 

One    -  -  -  -    Bew-na. 

Two    ...  -    Yar. 

Three-  ...    Nee-ec-ta. 

Four  -  -  -  -    Nee-a-veut 

Five    .  -  -  -    Joorome. 

Six     -  -  -  -    Joorome-beuna. 

Seven-  .  -  -    Joorome  »Yar. 

Eight  -  -  -  -    Joorome  Nee-et-ta. 

Nine  -  -  -  -    Joorome  Ne-a-veut. 

Ten    -  -  -  -    Fooka. 

It  will  be  readily  imderstood  from  the  foregoing  that  counting 
in  Jolof  gets  to  be  a  very  complicated  process  after  a  time, 
and  that  mathematics  has  yet  to  become  an  exact  science  amongst 
this  people.  Golberry,  in  the  work  previously  alluded  to,  very 
pertinenUy  comments  upon  the"  curious  fact  that  in  spite  of  the 
contiguity  of  the  Jolofe  to  the  Moors,  who  adopt  the  Arabic 
system  of  numeration,  the  former  should  have  persistend^  adhered 
to  tiie  primitive  method  of  reckoning  on  one  hand  only  mstead  of 
on  both.  It  is  a  curious  and  perplexing  circumstance  that  the 
Handingoesj  who  are  an  inland  people,  and  probably  came  into 
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Gambu.      contact  with  mure  enlightened  races  at  a  later  period  than  the 

tribes  nearer  the   coast,  should  be  in  advance  of  all  the   other 

races  in  this  portion  of  A&ica  in  their  system  of  counting. 
The  question  whether  their  method  originated  with  the  language, 
or  has  been  acquired  at  a  later  periodof  their  history,  must  be  left 
to  more  experienced  philologists  than  myself.  The  Mandingoes, 
however,  have  always  been  gteat  traders^  and  it  is  possible  that 
their  instincts  taught  them  at  an  early  stage  the  advantages  of  a 
system  based  on  ten  fingers  instead  of  five. 

6.  Salvm^Salumt. — ^This  race  requires  only  a  brief  notice. 
They  are  neighbours  of  the  Sereres,  and,  through  intermarriage, 
their  language  is  a  mixture  of  Jolof  and  Serere. 

In  religion  they  are  partly  Marabouts  and  partly  Soninkees. 
The  former  frequently  take  wives  from  the  latter,  but  no  Marabout 
would  give  his  daughter  to  a  Soninkee  imless  to  a  Eling  or  a 
Prince,  and  that  reluctantly. 

They  are  a  fiiirly  industrious  race,  but  this  Settlement  gains 
little  by  their  exertions.    All  ground  nuts  cultivated  natimdly 

S»  to  the  French  as  being  the  nearest  market.     A  few  cattle  and 
des  are  occasionally  brought   to    Bathorst  to  exchange  for 
English  goods. 

7.  The  Lowbeys. — This  race  may  be  described  as  the  gipsies 
of  North-West  Africa.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  any  certain 
information  in  regard  to  their  history.  They  wander  abeut  from 
place  to  place,  and  none  whom  I  have  questioned  have  been  able 
to  tell  me  the  part  of  Africa  from  whence  they  originally  came. 
I  am  informed  (not  by  a  Lowbey)  that  there  is  a  tradition  which 
assigns  to  them  the  land  of  Midian  as  their  original  country, 
and  that  they  were  cursed  by  Jethro  for  stealing  cattle,  and 
doomed  to  a  wandering  life.  I  am  inclined,  however,  to  regard 
this  story  as  a  modern  invention,  seeing  that  I  have  not  yet  dis- 
covered a  Lowbey  who  ever  heard  of  Jethro,  of  Moses,  or  of  the 
land  of  Aiidian. 

They  are  a  decidedly  handsome  race,  bearing  a  stronger  resem- 
blance to  the  Foulahs  than  to  any  other  people,  though,  as  a  rule, 
darker  in  colour.  In  all  probability  they  were  descended  from 
the  Foulahs,  but,  if  so,  it  is  curious  *that  they  should  have  com- 
pletely changed  their  mode  of  life,  the  Foulahs  being  a  pastoral 
and  agricultural  people,  while  the  Lowbeys  almost  exclusively 
confine  themselves  to  the  making  of  the  various  wooden  utensils 
in  use  by  natives  generally.  They  settle  temporarily  with  any 
tribe,  but  never  intermarry  vrith  another  race,  thus  preserving  the 
type  of  feature  which  obviously  separates  them  from  their  human 
surroundings. 

In  religion  most  of  them  are  pagans,  though  a  few  profess  the 
Mohammedan  faith.  They  have  no  laws  of  their  own,  but  are 
guided  by  those  of  the  people  amongst  whom  they  are  for  the  time 
being  located.  In  case  of  war  happening  they  very  sensibly 
remove  at  once  into  a  district  where  there  is  peace.  Their 
language  appears  to  be  allied  to  the  Foulah  tongue,  but  they 
usually  speak  the  language  of  the  tribe  with  whom  they  ai^ 
staying. 
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They  are  of  but  little  economical  use  in  the  Settlement,  as  their      Qambu* 

wants  are  few,  and  beyond  the  implements  which  they  require  for        

their  avocation  they  purchase  little  or  nothing  from  Bathurst. 

The  Foulahs  and  Toocalores^  to  whom  allusion  has  been  made, 
are  practically  the  same  race.  Little  need  be  said  of  them,  as  the 
former  are  a  well-known  African  race,  and  many  travellers  have 
noted  their  unusual  lightness  of  complexion.  Dr.  Gouldsbury  in 
his  report  on  the  Upj^r  Gambia  Expedition  gives  a  concise  history 
of  this  people.'^  Their  capital  is  Umbo,  in  the  Fuca  Jallon  country. 
The  town  is  situated  in  Lat.  l(f  38'  N.  and  long.  11^  lO'  W. 

The  Toocalores  reside  principally  in  the  Futa  Toro  country  in 
Sen^al ;  but  from  having  intermixed  with  other  races  they  are 
darker  in  colour.  They  are  a  warlike  people,  and  at  times  are 
troublesome  to  our  neighbours  the  French. 

General  Remarks. 

The  year  1885  cannot  be  termed  a  prosperous  one.  Since  1882 
the  staple  export  (ground  nuts)  has  been  steadily  declining,  the 
figures  bdng  as  follows : — 

Ton& 

1882 26,524 

1883 23,094 

1884       .            .            .            i            .     18,404 
1885 12,354 

The  larse  deficiency  in  this  year's  crop  has  of  course  very  sendbly 
afiecied  &e  general  revenue.  The  short  crop  is  attributable 
partly  to  disturbances  in  the  river  and  partly  to  the  abnormally 
low  rainfall,  though  the  nuts  which  (tid  come  to  hand  were 
unusually  fine.  Unhappily,  the  price  in  the  European  market 
was  so  low  that,  in  spite  of  the  quality,  it  has  been  stated,  and  I 
believe  with  truth,  that  all  the  mercantile  houses  in  Bathurst 
suffered  from  their  connexion  with  this  produce. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  ground  nuts  can  no  longer  be 
cultivatei  with  profit  on  either  side.  The  natives  have  been 
accustomed  to  receive  2s.  for  a  so-called  bushel,  which  is,  in  faotj 
of  variable  capacity,  and  is  a  matter  of  yearly  arrangement  between 
the  interested  parties.  It  has  recently,  however,  been  impossible 
for  the  merchants  to  buy  at  the  old  prices,  and  it  has  been  found 
very  difficult  to  impress  the  native  mind  with  the  reality  of  fluctua- 
tions in  the  European  market  to  their  disadvantage. 

Ghimbia,  I  fear,  is  in  a  transition  stage;  and  in  the  event  of  a 
jfcotal  collapse  of  the  ground  nut  industry,  most  of  the  larger 
mercantile  houses  would,  there  is  little  doubt,  be  compeUed  to 
withdraw  from  the  Settlement.  The  French  especiallv  would 
sufier,  as  their  home  crushing  mills  would  be  idle^  in  addition  to 
their  restricted  trade  at  the  Bathurst  agencies. 

Industries  like  that  on  which  the  Grambia  has  been  relying  for 
so  long  arc  not  built  up  in  a  day,  and  it  is  not  easy  to  find  a 
substitute  for  its  vanishing  staple,  more  especially  when  dealing 
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Oambu.      ^^1^  A  naturally  indolent  and  procrastinating  race.    The  natiye 
— ^        indigo,  now  cultivated  in  small  quantities  for  the  dyeing  of  native 
pagns,  promises  well,  and  may  possibly,  when  the  proper  qiode  of 
preparation  becomes  known,  be  worth  attention. 

That  part  of  the  Fogni  country  which  the  Jolas  are  anxious  to 
hand  over  to  the  British  Government  produces  india  rubber,  but, 
owing  to  the  hostility  of  Fodev  Selah  in  foreign  Combo,  and  the 
difficulty  of  dealinff  with  the  Jolas  by  the  class  of  people  who  go 
to  procure  the  ruboer,  hindrances  have  arisen  in  the  development 
of  this  useful  product.  In  1884  2&7,285  lbs.  wei-e  exported  from 
the  Settlement,  while  in  1885  only  42,179  lbs.  left  the  Gambia. 
The  local  market,  however,  in  the  former  year,  was  forced,  and 
in  certain  quarters  prices  were  given  for  the  article  Which  must 
have  entailed  loss  in  the  European  market. 

The  Administrator  (now  administering  the  Government  in 
Chief  at  Sierra  Leone),  has  t4ken  siome  pains  with  a  view  to  procure 
vanilla  plants  for  experimental  purposes;  whtoh,  it  is  thought,  bay 
thrive  in  the  Settlement.  These  plants  axe  shortly  expected,  ana 
will  be  a  valuable  addition  to  Ghunbia  prodticts  shonid  th^  be 
successfolly  established. 

I  feel  cionvinced  that  tobacco  would  be  well  worth  systematic 
culture  in  the  Settlement.  The  plant  certainly  shows  a  very 
luxuriant  growth,  even  in  the  wild  state  in  which  it  Is  found  in 
various  places.  Experiments  have,  moreover,  been  trie^d  with  the 
Havannah  and  Maryland  varieties  with  marked  success,  so  far  as 
healthy  and  vigorous  growth  are  concerned.  The  curing  requi)res 
some  nicety  of  manipulation,  but  this,  of  course,  could  easily  be 
acquired.  If  there  were  any  difficultv  in  the  process,  it  would 
arise  from  the  exceeding  dryness  of  tiie  Harmattan  wind,  which 
may  possibly  desiccate  the  leaf  too  rapidly  for  complete  success 
in  the  earlier  stages.  This  wind  blows  just  at  the  period  when 
the  crop  would  be  at  maturity. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn,  no  real  effort  has  ever  been  made  to  intro- 
duce scientific  agriculture  into  the  Settlement.  Capitalists  have 
probably  hesitated  to  embark  their  money  in  such  a  speculation, 
first,  because  ground  nuts  have  hitherto  been  a  profitable  invest- 
ment, and  secondly,  no  doubt,  because  the  labour  question  would 
form  a  serious  difficulty.  It  would  be,  I  apprehend,  almost  im- 
possible to  procure  the  contimious  labour  so  essential  to  success 
in  a^cultural  operations.  In  regard  to  the  ground  nut  question, 
*'sumcient  unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof"  has  been  the  fatal 
maxim  which  bids  fair  to  wreck  the  little  Settlement.  The  extinc- 
tion of  t;hi8  industry  has  often  been  foretold ;  but  it  never  was  so 
near  realisation  as  at  present,  and  it  Would  be  worse  than  useless 
to  shut  our  eyes  to  the  fact. 

There  is,  it  is  tme,  a  forlorn  hope  that  the  price  may  i^tin 
become  remunerative,  but  with  the  many  oil-proaricing  substances 
noiJvr  in  the  market,  and  the  formidable  rivalry  of  the  Indian  find 
South  American  t)enniseed,  it  would  be  rash  to  build  on  such  a 
contingency.    Under  any  circumstances  it  is  certain  that  the  crop 
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now  in  the  ground,  which  will  be  brought  to  the  market  in  the      Gambia. 

season  of  1887,  will  be  hardly  worth  consideration  as  a  revenue- 

producing  agency. 

It  is  pleasant  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  year  1885  was  not 
marked  by  the  advent  of  any  epidemic  disease,  and  that  the  Settle- 
ment was  fairly  healthy.  Increased  activity  in  sanitary  measures 
has  had  its  effect  in  lessening  the  danger  from  the  fevers  which 
are  always  more  or  less  prevalent  in  the  unhealthy  season. 

The  absence  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  a  public  library  or 
reading  room  is  much  felt  It  may  be  said  that  for  the  average 
European  there  is  absolutely  no  recreation.  Mr.  Sunter's  remarks 
have  been  quoted  ellsewhere  as  to  the  moral  condition  of  the  Settle- 
ment. There  is  no  doubt  much  truth  in  them,  and  a  part  of  the 
odium  of  such  a  state  of  things  must  necessarily  attach  to  the 
European  residents,  who|  it  must  be  confessed,  do  not  always  set 
a  good  example  to  their  less  enlightened  brethren.  When,  how- 
ever, the  absence  of  anything  in  tne  shape  of  English  social  life 
b  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered  at  that 
distraction  is  oftentimes  sought  in  intemperance,  or  in  irreeular 
connexions  with  native  women,  or  both.  To  most  men  life  on 
the  West  Coast  of  Africa  is  an  enervating,  demoralising  existence^ 
whose  monotony  is  broken  only  by  periodical  fits  of  sickness;  and, 
unless  refuge  is  sought  in  occupations  which  tend  to  elevate  and 
divert  the  mind,  both  mental  and  physical,  deterioration  will  surely 
follow.  It  is,  therefore,  in  my  opinion  of  vital  importance  to  the 
general  wel&re  that  the  Govemmens,  even  at  some  sacrifice,  should 
initiate  the  foundation  of  such  an  institution  as  I  have  named. 
A  suitable  building  might  be  rented  in  the  first  instance  with  no 
great  outlay,  and  a  yearly  sum  aight  be  devoted  to  the  purchase 
of  books,  periodicals,  &c.  An  institution  of  this  nature  would  no 
doubt  in  tisie  become  at  any  rate  partially  self-supporting  from 
the  subscriptions  which  might  appropriately  be  asked  from  residents, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that  the  principal  mercantile  bouses  would 
liberally  support  such  ^a  scheme. 

The  able  and  instinctive  Blue  Book  Report  for  1884^  prepared 
by  Administrator  Mokmey  (now  Administrator  of  Lagos)  has 
rendered  my  task  an  easy  one,  as  it  is  only  necessary  lor  me  to 
refer  to  that  work,  in  case  information  should  be  needed  on  any 
p(nnts  not  touched  upon  in  this  Report 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        G.  T.  Cabter, 
His  Excellency  Acting  AdmtniMvator, 

The  Administrator  in  Chief, 
8iea%  Leone. 
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gokdCoait.  gold  coast. 


No.  5. 


Governor  W.  Bbandfobd  Grippith,  C.M.G.,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  the  Eabl  Gbanvillb,  E.O. 

Goyemment  House,  Christiansborg  Castle, 
Mt  Lobd,  Accra,  August  9,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  herewith 
a  Sanitary  Report  on  the  station  of  Accra  for  the  year  ending 
Slst  December  1885,  prepared  by  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  m 
the  Colony;  together  with  condensed  reports  which  he  has  made 
from  others  sent  to  him  by  the  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeons  at 
the  outstations  of  Quittah,  Cape  Coast,  Elmina,  and  Lagos,  and 
a  report  ht  full  from  Dr.  Rowland,  the  Assistant  Surgeon  and 
District  Commissioner  of  Azim. 


Acer a.'^ Sanitary  Report  upon  Water  Supply. 

2.  Dr.  McCarthy  lays  ffreat  stress  upon  this  point,  and  very 
properly  so ;  but  it  will  take  some  years  to  supply  such  a  quantity 
of  storage  for  water  as  will  give  14,600,000  gallons  of  that  fluid, 
80  as  to  furnish  two  gallons  daily  for  the  use  of  20,000  people  in 
Accra  and  Christiansborg.  But  the  question  of  finding  accommo- 
dation for  that  quantity  of  water  is  closely  allied  with  being  able 
to  get  the  water,  and  if  the  experience  of  1885  and  1886  so  far  is 
to  be  repeated,  the  rainfall  will  be  inadequate  to  supply  our  wants ; 
and,  looking  beyond  obtidning  water  in  this  way,  I  intend,  as  soon 
as  the  staff  of  the  Public  Works  Department  will  admit  of  a 
competent  officer  being  spared  for  the  purpose,  to  send  him  to 
search  towards  the  upper  water  of  the  Secoom  River,  and  at  and 
around  Aburi,  and  elsewhere  on  the  line,  so  as  to  ascertain  whether 
water  can  be  obtained  from  any  of  those  localities  in  sufficient 
and  unfSuling  abundance  to  be  brought  in  by  iron  pipeage  to 
supply  the  wants  of  Accra  and  Christiansborg. 

3.  In  Despatch  of  the  15th  of  May  I  mentioned  the 
action  taken  in  building  additional  tanks  for  the  storage  of 
266,000  gallons  of  rain  water,  and  as  to  making  a  reservoir  to 
contain  2,626,425  gallons,  the  last  being  specially  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people.  This  is  the  b^t  reply  that  I  can  give 
to  the  Chief  Medical  Officer's  suggestion  upon  the  question  of 
supplying  water.  I  have  done  all  that  was  possible  so  far  as  to 
providing  for  the  storage  of  rain  water^  and  I  hope  that  thc^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HEB  majesty's  OOLOHIAL  POSSESSIONS.  105 

efforts  may  be  rewarded  by  a  rainfall  sufficient  to  fill  the  tanks   Gold  Com. 

and  reserroir  before  the  season  for  expecting  rain  passes  away  for        

this  year. 

4.  With  regard  to  the  cactus  forest  mentioned  by  Dr.  McCarthy, 
the  Surveyor  General  informed  me,  on  the  4th  instant,  that  ^'  the 
"  total  area  cleared  of  cactus  is  5,000  square  yards.  There  still 
"  remain  to  be  cleared  6>739  square  yards.  A  strong  gang  of 
^  prisoners,  if  they  worked  well,  should  clear  this  in  a  month.* 
The  prisoners  have  been  assisting  in  convejring  portions  of  the 
building  materials  intended  for  the  new  secretariat  to  New  Site, 
and  have  been  otherwise  employed,  but  I  have  given  directions 
that  a  gang  is  to  be  steadily  engaged  upon  the  work  until  the 
cactus  haa  been  destroyed.  As  the  plant  is  cut  away  it  is  burnt 
and  buried. 

Bathing  Ponds  at  Accra. 

5.  When  the  reservoir  is  completed  I  will  see  what  can  be  done 
about  these.  The  staff  of  the  Public  Works  Department  at  Accra 
is  limited,  and  it  would  be  unwise  to  take  in  hand  more  work  than 
there  is  a  reasonable  prospect  of  carrying  out,  under  reponsible 
supervision,  within  a  year. 

Pigi  in  the  Town. 

6.  Until  the  Survevor  General  sees  his  way  to  enclose  spaces 
behind  the  tovm  to  wnich  the  people  can  be  required  to  send  these 
animals  the  evil  complained  of  must  be  endured.  I  have  urged 
the  matter  upon  the  attention  of  the  Surveyor  General  and  he 
will  look  to  it,  but  it  is  not  so  easy  to  carry  out  public  improve- 
ments. Various  troublesome  and  awkward  points,  le^al  and 
otherwise,  have  to  be  considered  before  action  can  be  taken,  and 
experience  shows  as  much  here  as  elsewhere  that  it  is  safest  and 
wisest  to  make  haste  slowly. 

• 
Domiciliary  Sepulture. 

7.  As  soon  as  the  necessary  land  has  been  secured  and  enclosed, 
steps  will  be  taken  to  prevent  the  dead  being  buried  as  at  present. 

Public  Latrines. 

8.  I  have  already  stated,  in  Despatch  of  the  12th  June 
1886,  paragraph  3,  that  one  of  these  had  been  erected  on  the 
beach  near  the  landing  place  at  Accra.  The  masonry  b  strong 
and  substantial.  It  was  completed  on  the  15th  July  and  is  in  use. 
More  of  the  same  description  will  be  built  if  that  referred  to  is 
found  to  answer.  The  Surveyor  General  is  taking  the  steps 
necessary  for  establishing  a  dozen  latrines  behind  the  town,  and 
these  wiU  be  proceeded  with  as  promptly  as  practicable. 
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Gold  Coast.  Quittah  Sanitary  Beport 

""^  9.  Dr.  Waldron  advocates  enforced  registration  of  births  and 

deaths,  but  I  do  not  consider  it  is  practicable  at  present  The 
information  which  would  be  afibrded  bj  a  system  of  reliiGible 
registration  wonld  be  yaluable,  no  doubt,  but  the  matter  must  lie 
over  until  the  Colony  is  more  advanced  in  intelligence  upon  this 
and  other  questions  of  equal,  if  nbt  greater,  importance  and  value. 

10.  It  would  be  more  convenient  in  every  way  if  better 
hospital  accommodation  than  at  present  exbts  at  Quittah  was 
provided  there.  But  as  the  matter  is  not  pressing,  and  the  Public 
Works  Departmient  has  as  much  on  hand  to  do  as  it  can  properly 
attend  to,  the  building  of  a  hospital  hut  at  Quittah  must  stand 
over  until  it  can  be  properly  looked  after. 

11.  It  is  stated  that  the  supply  of  water  contained  in  the  fort 
tank  is  found  to  be  inadequate  for  all  purposes,  but  no  complaint 
of  the  kind  has  been  made,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  by  the  District 
Conmiissioner  of  Quittah.  However,  I  will  make  inquiry  into 
the  matter  and  if  additional  storage  for  water  is  necessary  it  will 
be  attended  to  as  soon  as  practicaole. 

Cape  Co€ut  Sanitary  Report* 

12.  Judging  from  the  tbtt^  bM  Way  in  which  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  deals  with  the  report  of  Assistant  Surgeon  Evles,  it  is 
evident  that  he  differs  widely  in  opinion  from  that  o£^cer.  As 
regards  the  building  now  in  use  at  Cape  Coast  as  a  Colonial 
hospital,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  by  no  means  so  suitable  for 
the  purpose  as  the  Government  House  there,  and  I  have  arranged 
to-day  with  the  Chief  Medical  Officer  to  go  to  Cape  Coast  as 
soon  as  he  can  conveniently  do  so,  and  make  the  necessary  transfer 
of  patients  and  stores.  It  would  have  been  so  utilized  long  ago, 
but  a  petition  was  sent  in  by  the  merchants  praying  that  a  hospital 
should  not  be  placed  m  their  midst.  I  understand  this  was  the 
work  of  one  individual,  but  the  petition  was  respectably  signed 
and  the  intended  action  of  the  Government  appears  to  have  been 
stayed  in  consequence.  Another  petition  was  sent  in  last  year^ 
signed  by  nearly  all  of  the  persons  Who  put  their  names  to  the 
first  petition  asking  that  the  Gt>vemment  House  should  be  used 
as  the  Colonial  Hospital.  This  indicates  to  some  extent  the  value 
of  petitions  got  up  in  this  Colony. 

13.  The  question  of  latrines  for  Cape  Coast  will  be  dealt  with 
as  soon  as  the  Public  Works  Department  can  attend  to  it. 


JSlndna  Sanitary  ItepoH. 

14.  The  only  point  of  importance  hi  this  report  is  thtit  relattfig 
to  lairinet,  which  will  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  practicable.  The 
scavenging  of  Elmina  is  fairly  attended  to. 
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Axin  Sanitary  Report  Gold  Coj^st. 

15.  I  ttansmit  herewith  a  copy  of  the  Chief  Medical  Officer's        "~ 
letter  ai^ompanying     this  re^rt,  which    he    preferred  not  to 
condense.  ^  It  deals  on  various  matters,  in  rejp^ard  to  which  I  do 

not  think  it  necessary  to  ihake  toy  remarks.  Latrines  at  Axim 
will  not  be  lost  sight  of  when  the  Public  Works  Department  can 
attend  to  them. 

SanUary  Report,  Lagos. 

16.  In  existing  circumstances  I  refrain  firom  making  any 
observations  on  this  paper,  but  Dr.  McCarthy's  remarks  in  it  upon 
the  water  supply  are  interesting  and  worth  bearing  in  mind. 

I  haVe,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  BrAndpord  Gbifpith, 
The  Right  Hpn.  Governor. 

The  Earl  Granville,  K.G. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  6. 


Santtaby  Report  on  th*  StATicm  of  Aoora  for  the  Year  ending 
31st  December  1885. 

Sir, 

In  presenting  my  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  and 
requirements  of  i\.ccra  and  Christiansborg  for  the  year  1885  I 
have  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  Governor's  information,  that, 
having  dealt  foUy  in  my  Report  of  1884  with  the  questions  relat- 
ing to  the  public  water  supply,  or,  more  correctly,  the  absence  of 
it,  and  the  necessity  which  exists  for  the  erection  of  public  latrines 
at  the  backoi  the  town  as  well  as  on  the  sea  beach,  i  feel  therefore 
I  have  no  need  in  this  Report  to  revert  to  these  topics. 

I  must  be  permitted,  however,  to  correct  a  misapprehension 
which  the  careless  reading  of  my  last  Report  has  given  rise  to. 
I  say  therein  that  the  natives  of  Calcutta  receive  15  gallons  of 
water  per  head  per  diem,  but  in  quoting  that  fact  I  am  not  to  be 
understood  to  recommend  the  Government  to  give  the  public  of 
this  district  a  similar  supply ;  although,  large  as  it  may  seem,  our 
smallest  annual  rainfall  would  give  die  people  ten  times  the 
amount  had  they  reservoirs  of  sufficient  capacity  to  hold  it.  Give, 
however,  the  public  the  very  limited  quantity  of,  say,  two  gallons 
per  head  per  diem,  and  for  a  population  of  20,000,  that  would 
amount  to  14,600,000  gallons. 

Were  I  known  r6  r^comrtnend  a  le^  ^tiantity  than  this  my  advice 
would  be  exposed  to  the  just  ridicule  of  all  sanitarians. 

I  cannot  help  remarking,  and  no  one  can  deny,  that  our  system 
here  is  an  utterly  selfish  one  with  regard  to  the  water  supply ;  for 
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Gold  Coast,  whilst  the  oflSoial  public  are^  and,  as  a  rule^  always  have  been^  well 
"""~  supplied  with  pure  water /or  all  purposes,  the  wants  of  the  general 
public  In  that  respect  have  been  comparatively  ignored  Is  this 
just,  is  this  fair?  Certainly  not,  and  therefore  I  need  discuss  the 
matter  no  further,  but  leave  it  in  the  Govemer^s  hands  to  deal  with. 
As  constituted  sanitary  officer  of  this  Colony,  however,  and  knowing 
as  I  do  the  evil  effects  in  bodily  health  which  accrue  to  the  natives 
from  drinking  the  foul  ditch  and  brackish  water  which  they  do,  I 
earnestly  appeal  to  the  Governor's  sense  of  justice  and  humanity 
to  deal  promptly  and  in  a  liberal  manner  with  this  important 
question.  ''An  abundant  supply  of  good  water,'' Dr.  Parkes  says, 
''is  the  first  sanitary  necessity,**  and  I  take  permission  to  add 
that  be  who  gives  it,  will  deserve  and  will  receive  the  lasting 
gratitude  of  the  people  over  whom  he  is  set  to  govern. 

The  Cactus  Forest  at  the  West  of  the  Toum. 

In  the  Report  lately  delivered  by  myself  and  the  Acting  Surveyor 
General  on  the  subject  of  officials'  quarters  at  Accra  we  rally 
dealt  with  this  gigantic  nuisance ;  so  fully,  indeed,  that  recapitula- 
tion on  the  subject  is  needless,  save  to  remark  that  the  sooner  it 
is  eradicated  the  sooner  will  the  health  of  Accra  improve. 

Bathing  Ponds  in  Accra. 

These  dirty  pools  are  both  dangerous  to  life  and  health,  for 
hardly  a  year  passes  that  some  one  is  not  drowned  in  one  of  them. 
That  bathing  in  them  must  give  rise  to  disease  of  various  kinds  is 
a  fact  which  will  be  patent  to  anyone  who  will  take  the  trouble  to 
visit  them  and  examine  the  water,  which  is  of  a  vivid  green,  turbid, 
and  otherwise  filthy.  But  what  are  the  unfortunate  people  to  do? 
For  the  want  of  public  latrines' they  are  compelled  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  shelter  of  every  bush  and  old  ruin  they  find  at  hand ; 
so,  for  the  want  of  a  moderate  water  supply,  the  poor  creatures  are 
forced  to  wash  their  bodies  in  these  stagnant  ponds.  If  I  be  asked 
how  is  this  to  be  remedied,  I  can  only  reply,  **  Give  the  people  a 
<^  water  supply  adequate  to  their  wants,  that  is,  two  gallons  per 
*'  head  per  diem,  and  fill  up  these  ponds.**  If  you  hesitate  to 
construct  reservoirs  sufficienuy  large  to  hold  the  volume  of  water 
(14,600,000  gallons)  which  this  moderate  allowance  represents, 
then  you  must  leave  these  ponds  untouched,  otherwise  the  poor 
wretches  will  naturally  complain  of  a  deprivation  the  rationale 
of  which  they  will,  under  the  circumstances  not  be  able  to 
comprehend. 

Pigs  at  large  in  the  Tourn^ 

This  is  another  time-worn  subject  on  which  the  Government 
have  actually  taken  the  trouble  to  legislate  (vide  **  Swine  Ordi- 
nuice  ").   Practically,  however,  this  Ordinance  was  strangled  in  its 
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oirtfa^  for  it  was  put  in  abeyance  soon  after  its  enactment  for  fear   Ocid  Coast. 
of   wounding  the  tender  susceptibilities  of  His  Majesty  King        -"" 
Tackey.     **Ii  by  the  15th  of  February ,'*  says  the  late  Governor 
Young  in  bis  official  communication  to  the  above  potentate,  **  any 
^  pigsbe  found  at  liberty  in  the  town,  I  shall  have  them  slaughtered . 
The  15th  came,  and  Uie  15th  went,  Tackey  smiled,  and  the  pigs 
roamed  wherever  thefar  faokcy  led  them,  through  town  and  suburb. 
Bouse  and  compound,  adding  the  insanitary  evidence  of  their 
presence  to  the  already  tainted  atmosphere  of  the  town. 


DomidUary  SepuUure. 

The  old  and  pernicious  practice  of  burying  the  dead  in  the  midst 
of  towns  is  now  condemned  all  the  world  over  as  insanitary,  for 
It  has  been  proved  by  chemical  analysis  that  morbific  exhalations 
are  constantly  given  off  from  the  surface  of  graveyards.  Hence 
it  is  that  in  all  large  towns  in  Europe,  and  especially  in  England, 
well-kept  cemeteries  are  established  in  suitable  positions  in  or  out- 
side their  suburba 

In  Accra,  however,  where  the  native  hovels  are  allowed  to  be 
built  in  such  close  proximity  that  a  wheelbarrow  could  hardly 
pass  through  some  of  the  narrow,  foul-smelling  alleys  intersecting 
them,  the  disgusting  custom  of  domiciliary  sepulture  is  still  carried 
on,  and  as  no  grass  nor  other  herb  can  be  grown  over  such  graves 
it  is  easy  to  comprehend  how  tainted  the  atmosphere  must  be  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  such  centres  of  putrid  fermentation.  It  is, 
I  am  convinced,  the  cause  of  much  of  the  sickness  which  prevails 
amongst  Europeans  who  have  to  reside  permanently  in  the  town. 
In  the  absence  of  data  on  the  vital  statistics  of  the  native  popula- 
tion, for  they  are  utterly  impossible  to  obtain,  we  are  unable  to 
gauge  the  effects  of  this  pernicious  custom  on  their  health.  But 
it  can  eanly  be  understood.  Just  fancy  for  one  moment  sitting 
down  to  one's  meals  every  day  as  these  people  do  over  a  spot  where 
a  corpse,  perhaps  more,  lies  rotting  six  feet  below,  and  then 
multiply  such  instances  by  the  hundred  and  you  will  very  easily 
comprehend  the  evil  effects,  which  the  deadly  emanations  arising 
from  such  a  mass  of  decomposing  animal  matter  must  exert  in 
places  where  fresh  air  has  little  or  no  access,  where  vegetation  is 
absent,  and  where  no  effectual  precautions  are  taken  to  prevent 
the  ascent  of  poisonous  gases  from  the  graves  below.  A  high 
American  sanitary  authority  says,  **  The  great  difference  of  one 
^  country  from  another,  in  point  of  salubrity,  consists  in  the 
'«  greater  or  less  proportion  of  soil  which  produces  noxious  effluvia.** 
And  from  this  very  practice  alone  I  should  say  that  a  far  greater 
volume  of  poisonous  gases  emanates  from  the  native  hovels  of 
Accra  than  would  be  found  to  arise  from  many  a  native  town 
ten  times  its  size  where  this  abominable  custom  does  not  prevail. 

There  is  a  remedy  for  this,  and  that  is  to  provide  the  people  with 
a  walled  in  cemetery  for  their  own  special  use,  then  an  Ordinance 
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Gold  Coast,  againat  domiciliary  sepulture  could  be  put  into  fosce ;  but  pntil 
~~  the  people  are  given  a  decent  burial  ground  of  their  own  it  would 
be  useless  making  any  effort  to  carry  the  provisions  of  9uch  an 
Ordinance  into  effect ;  as  useless,  indeed,  as  it  would  be  to  try  and 
stop  them  latrining  around  and  about  the  town  while  they  are 
unprovided  with  a  suiEcient  number  of  public  latrines. 

Apropos  of  public  latrines^  there  is  one  now^  1  find^  in  course  of 
erection  on  the  beach,  and,  judging  from  the  solidity  of  its  founda- 
tion and  walls,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  it  will  defy 
the  action  of  the  surf.  Long  as  the  Settlement  has  been  under  our 
jurisdiction,  and  frequently  as  the  great  need  for  the  erection  of 
public  latrines  on  the  beach  and  inland  has  been  urged  on  the 
Government,  this  is  the  first  really  practical  attempt  that  has  been 
made  to  supply  the  want*  It  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  and, 
I  feel  conrinced,  an  earnest  of  what  we  may  expect  from  his 
Excellency  Governor  Griffith  in  the  way  of  carrying  out  sanitary 
measures  throughout  the  Colony. 


Special  Work  lately  done  by  Scavengers. 

Owing  to  the  foul  smell  which  the  habit  of  latrining  on  the 
beach  creates,  I  have  directed  a  gang  of  sanitary  labourers  to  pasa 
along  it  every  day  and  cover  in  i£e  deposits  of  (uxlure  found  there^ 
and  I  am  told  that  this  measure  has  had  more  or  less  a  salutary 
effect  in  protecting  the  air  passing  in]an4  from  the  contaminating 
influence  of  the  disgusting  odour  arising  from  the  large  amount  of 
human  fcecal  matter  deposited  on  the  beach  daily. 

The  other  work  done  by  the  scavengers  may  be  ta)bulated  as 
follows: — 

1.  Clearing  dustbins. 

2.  Sweeping  public  streets. 

3.  Clearing  high  weeds  at  back  of  town. 

4.  Raking  and  clearing  refuse  heaps  at  back  of  town. 

5.  Keeping  public  tank. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  D.  McCarthy, 

Chief  Medical  OflBcer. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 

Christiansborg. 
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Death  Rate  and  Invaliding  amongst  European  Officials  in  1885.     gold  Coabt. 


BUtioii. 

Name. 

Died. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

Amta     . 

81st  Jan.  1886   - 

Apoplexy. 

!•               •                   • 

J.E.0ake8 

6th  Feb.  1886    - 

Dysentery. 

»       •         • 

ChM-Smftrt 

6th  March  1886  • 

Brighfs  disease. 

0       •         ' 

Governor  W.  A.  G. 
Young. 

UUlAprill886- 

Eemittentfever. 

Stotkm. 

Name. 

InvaUded. 

Disease. 

Remarks. 

Aocra    • 

J.J.P.Horan     • 

16th  AprU  1886- 

AngiDa  pectoris 

Invalided 
Europe. 

to 

„       -         • 

W.  Gr^  Wilfon  - 

4th  May  1885    • 

Heart  disease:  • 

n                »» 

Qnittoh- 

M"*-^^ 

February  1885  - 

n                 n 

OapeCoMt       - 

A.W.Porbes      . 

July  1886 

Remittent  fever 

W                           M 

yUninft  .         * 

J.Bllis     . 

NoTemberl886- 

M                 n 

i» 

G.Breimaa 

Janel886 

Rendttentlev»r 

Sick      to     Sierra 
Leone. 

EndoBiire  2  in  No.  5. 

QUITTAH. 

In  Dr.  Waldron's  Sanitary  Report  for  Qoitjtah  he  copiplains  of 
the  absence  of  what  we  ehaU  never  be  able  to  obtain  on  this 
coast,  viz.,  reliable  fectors  for  the  preparation  of  statistics  showing 
the  mortality  amongst  the  natives.  The  Registrar  of  girths  aiS 
Deaths  at  Liagos  pretends  to  supjply  such  data,  but  I  analysed  his 
figures  for  two  years,  and  found  them  utterly  incorrect,  and  there- 
fore, of  course,  dangerously  mialeading.  Dr.  Waldron  advocates 
enforced  registration.  It  would  not  succeed,  and  for  this  reason, 
that  there  is  nothing  in  the  world  natives  abhor,  deprecate,  and 
actually  resist  so  much  as  official  inquiry  jnto  the  arcana  sacra  of 
their  domestic  life. 

(2.)  Dr.  Waldron  regrets  there  is  not  a  hospital  estabjliahed  at 
Quittah.  The  Medical  Officer  on  this  station,  he  says,  is  sometimes 
called  on  to  perform  his  duties  in  the  face  of  the  most  serious 
difficulties,  as  was  instanced  in  the  event  of  the  17th  of  January 
1885  when  an  officer  and  several  men  were  seyerely  wounded.  I 
have  very  great  respect  for  any  opinion  Dr.  AValdron  expresses 
on  any  proresnonal  subject,  t)ecause  I  know  that  his  suggestions 
are  never  hurriedly  formed,  and  I  therefore  strongly  support  his 
reOQaunendaCkm  ibr  a  hospital  but  to  be  erected  on  a  suitable  site 
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Gold  Coabt.  near  the  fort  at  Quittah ;  one  the  size  of  that  which  is  now  used 

as   a  Court  House>  Customs  Department,  and  surgery^  would 

answer  the  purpose  admirably.  The  only  accommodation  for  the 
Medical  Department  at  Quittah  now  is  a  closet  12  feet  X  9  feet 
portioned  off  the  Court  House,  hence  patients  have  to  wait  in  the 
court  room,  and  are  liable  to  ejection  therefrom  when  the  court 
sits. 

(3.)  The  number  of  cases  treated  at  the  surgery  during  the  year 
was  1,529  ;  of  these  the  pauper  or  out-door  patients  numbered  546. 
Out  of  this  large  number  only  six  deaths  are  recorded,  and  10 
per  1,000  of  the  whole  population.  This  surely  must  be  merely 
approximative,  as  it  is  literally  impossible  to  ascertain  the  true  death 
rate  of  a  people  who  practise  secret  domiciliary  sepulture,  as  all 
the  tribes  on  the  coast  do.  In  the  other  villages  of  the  district 
Dr.  Waldron  was  informed  that  the  mortality  ranged  from  30-35 
per  1,000.  That  is  more  like  the  figure  he  would  have  found  at 
Quittah  had  he  the  means  of  ascertaining  correct  data. 

(4.)  The  cause  of  much  of  the  sickness  which  came  under  his 
notice  was  due  to  an  impure  source  of  water  supply,  hence 
dysentery,  diarrhcea,  boils,  and  parasitic  diseases  prevailed  amongst 
the  natives.  Europeans  suffered  particularly  from  malarial  fevers 
of  various  types  of  severity.  Grave  cases  of  intermittent  and  remit- 
tent fevers,  placing  patients'  lives  in  extreme  peril,  came  under  his 
care,  the  symptoms  of  which  were  uncontrollable  vomiting  of  dark 
green  matter  mixed  with  blood,  rapid  discoloration  of  skin,  and 
aark  coloured  urine,  which  was  temporarily  albuminous ;  in  one 
case  there  was  marked  intestinal  haemorrhage. 

(5.)  Out  of  16  Europeans  at  Quittah,  and  in  spite  of  there 
having  been  so  much  sickness  amongst  them,  not  a  single  fatal  case 
occurred  here.  Dr.  Waldron  says  this  is  a  fact  worthy  of  record 
of  a  district  so  notoriously  unhealthy  as  Quittah.  I  make  the 
record,  however,  in  his  own  interest,  as  I  well  know  the  ability, 
kindly  sympathy,  and  thoughtfid  care  which  he  always  devotes  to 
his  patients. 

(6.)  The  supply  of  water  contained  in  the  fort  tank  is  found  to 
be  inadequate  for  all  purposes;  double  the  quantity  would  be 
required  and,  of  course,  could  be  stored,  if  another  tank  were 
supplied.  There  is  only  one  well  in  the  town  whose  water  when 
boiled  and  filtered  is  used  by  Europeans  when  their  stock  of  rain 
water  is  exhausted  ;  the  water  of  all  the  other  wells  in  town  and 
district  **  is  highly  impure,**  although  used  by  the  natives.  But  it 
is  really  wonderful  what  filth  natives  will  drink  with  impunity. 
Danoe  Camp,  however,  is  supplied  with  an  abundance  of  good 
water  from  an  underground  tank. 

(7.)  Quittah  district  has  not  suffered  like  tiiat  of  Accra  from 
prolonged  drought  this  year. 

(8.)  Dr.  Waldron  states  that  during  the  rainy  season  the 
noisome  gases  which  arise  fix>m  the  earth  can  in  their  character  be 
only  compared  to  the  ''  foulest  bilge  water."  This  odour,  he  says^ 
must  be  experienced  to  realise  the  danger  to  health  which  a 
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residence  in  this  town  entails.     It  would  be  mitigated  hj  adopting  Gold  Coist. 
means  to  have  the  lagoon  permanently  supplied  with  water.  "'""" 

(9.)  By  the  steady  enforcement  of  the  ''Towns  Police  and 
Public  Health  Ordinance  "  much  good  work  has  been  accomplished 
in  this  town.  Dr.  Waldron  has  taken  much  pains  in  instructing 
the  inhabitants  of  outlying  villages  in  the  virtues  of  cleanliness 
and  attention  to  other  sanitary  matters.  One  "  might  as  well  be 
a  dog  and  bay  the  moon'*  as  expect  tliese  people  to  respond 
voluntarily  to  moral  suasion  on  such  subjects.  He  also  undertook 
to  instruct  them  in  the  objects  of  vaccination ;  many  might  submit 
to  the  operation,  but  to  introduce  an  effective  system  of  public 
vuccination  compulsory  laws  would  have  to  be  enforced.  As  a 
matter  of  sanitary  importance,  Dr.  Waldron  states  that  in  the 
early  months  of  the  year  fuel  and  food  were  very  scarce.  This, 
however,  arose  from  the  disturbed  state  of  the  district  at  the  time. 
Since  then  the  markets  are  larger  and  more  easily  supplied. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  6. 
Cape  Coast. 


1.  Agriculture. 

The  first  section  of  Assistant  Sui^eon  Eyles'  voluminous 
report  deals  with  the  subject  of  agriculture.  He  complains  that 
though  the  ''  Blue  Book  abounds  with  information  relative  to 
''  minor  intenriews  with  petty  Chiefs,  there  is  not  a  single  farthing 
"  spent "  (I  presume  he  means  by  the  Government)  *'  on  the  en- 
"  couragement  of  agriculture."  He  then  proceeds  to  criticise 
missionary  education  on  the  coast,  and  ridicules  their  system  which 
makes  the  grammar  and  lexicon  precede  the  spade  and  hoe. 

2  Live  Stock. 
• 
In  this  section  the  writer  complains  of  the  absence  of  beasts  of 
burden  on  the  coast ;  and  as  there  are  many  herds  of  cattle  iiw 
yarious  localities  liere,  he  advocates  the  adoption  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Indian  system,  viz.,  the  Government  to  import 
bulls  of  superior  breed  and  distribute  them  amount  the  owners 
of  herds  on  condition  that  they  hand  over  a  certam  per-centa^e 
of  their  progeny  to  the  Government.  Equine  mortality  and  its 
probable  cause  is  next  touched  on.  He  thinks  it  might  be  due 
to  the  bacillus  anthrax.  During  my  eight  years*  sojourn  at  Lagos 
I  unfortunately  lost  five  horses  and  saw  a  great  many  more  die, 
and  the  symptoms  displayed  by  all  were  those  of  uroemic  convul- 
sions. Post-mortem  examination  of  three  confirmed  mc  in  this 
opinion. 

o    60132.  H 
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OoLD  Coast  3.  Reports  of  Medical  Officers. 

Mr.  Eyles  complains  of  the  want  of  what  might  be  termed  an 
annual  medical  record  in  our  Department.  It  is  a  desideratum  I 
grant,  but  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Gold  Coast  does  not 
differ  in  this  respect  from  that  of  any  Colony  in  the  West  Indies. 
The  Medical  Begister  at  each  station  should,  as  its  name  implies, 
contain  all  the  information  Dr.  Eyles  seems  to  be  so  sadly  in 
want  of,  but  if  surgeons  neglect  to  make  these  books  the  reposi- 
tory of  their  observations  and  experiences  the  blame  lies  only  at 
their  door. 

4.  European  Officials. 

In  this  section  Mr.  Eyles  draws  attention  to  the  fact  that 
Europeans  suffer  but  little  from  liver  disease  on  this  coast, 
which,  he  says,  is  due  to  their  frequent  change  to  Europe  and  to 
enforced  {sic)  temperance.  He  cites  the  indifferent  food  obtainable 
here  as  the  cause  of  this  **  enforced  "  temperance.  1  am  sorry  to 
find  Dr.  Eyles  regards  the  morale  of  Europeans  serving  here  from 
such  a  low  stand-point.  Ten  years  ago  intemperance  was  general 
throughout  the  whole  coast,  the  food  supply  was  as  indifferent 
then  as  now ;  how,  therefore,  is  it  that  it  did  not  then  act  as  a 
stimulus  to  temperate  habits,  as,  according  to  him,  it  does  now.  Since 
then  times,  manners,  and  men  have  changed,  and  for  the  better, 
hence  the  true  cause  of  our  more  temperate  habits  now. 

5.  Sanitary  Government 

In  this  section  Mr.  Eyles  considers  the  present  system  as  bad, 
and  says  if  we  are  to  judge  by  results  the  method  has  failed  in 
toto.  He  then  goes  on  to  describe  at  great  length  what  he  thinks 
is  required,  viz. : — 

**  A  Commission  having  powers,  as  stated  in  paragraphs  I.  to  V. 
of  Section  XX.  of  the  Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordi- 
nance, on  which  Commission  he  would  place  some  Kings  and 
Chief^,  thus  giving  them  a  certain  amount  of  power  of  the 
want  of  which  they  complain." 

He  then  goes  on  to  detail  the  powers  which  should  be  granted 
to  this  Commission,  but  want  of  space  prevents  my  being  able  to 

§ive  a  resumi  of  his  further  remarks,  which  he  concludes  by  in- 
irectly  advocating  *^  town  rates  as  a  means  to  cover  expenses 
*'  of  sanitary  improvements,  but  that  these  rates  should  be  levied 
*•  by  representatives  of  the  people !  and  spent  entirely  on  their 
"  own  town.** 

6.  The  Colonial  Hospital. 

The  writer,  in  common  with  every  other  surgeon  who  has  been 
stationed  at  Cape  Coast,  condemns  the  building  now  in  use 
as  a  hospital  there.     Indeed,  the  unfitness  of  this  tenement  as  a 
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hospital  has  been  the  subject  of  much  official  correspondence.  Qolo  Coast. 
The  late  Governors  Ussher  and  Young  condemned  it ;  the  former  •■"• 
recommended  that  the  old  Government  House  at  Cape  Coast 
should  be  converted  into  a  hospital  and  obtained  the  approval  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  so  doings  and  though  the  bouse  has 
been  prepared  for  the  purpose,  and  though  it  has  lain  almost 
untenanted  ever  since,  permission  to  use  it  as  a  hospital  is  still 
withheld.  I  cannot  help  adding  that  the  so-called  hospital  is  a 
disgrace  to  us  and  ought  to  be  replaced  by  one  more  suited  to 
the  vfants  of  the  people  and  situated  in  a  more  central  and  acces- 
sible position. 

7.  SmalUPox. 

Mr.  Eyles  does  not  give  the  number  of  cases  treated  during 
the  year,  but  says  that  one  half  were  sent  to  Cape  Coast  by  him 
when  stationed  at  Elmina.  He  thinks  the  system  of  burning  the 
patients'  clothes  and  replacing  them  at  Government  expenses  a 
bad  one,  and  advocates  disinfection  after  Bathke's  method,  which 
he  says  would  be  a  great  saving,  particularly  during  a  large 
epidemic*  The  expense  one  way  or  the  other  would  be  very 
trifling,  and  the  subject  hardly  calls  for  further  discussion. 

8.   Water  Supply. 

In  this  he  recommends  stronglv  the  use  of  tank  in  preference 
to  condensed  water,  which  is  unpalatable,  often,  according  to  some 
authorities,  indigestible,  and  some  think  dangerous.  Mr.  Eyles 
complains  bitteriy  of  the  yery  stinted  and  too  often  polluted 
watei'  which  the  natives  are  compelled  to  drink.  But  this  subject 
has  been  treated  of  elsewhere  and  no  doubt  soon  will  receive  from 
the  Government  the  attention  which  it  certainly  demands. 


9.  Drainage. 

He  thinks  the  present  system  of  flushing  the  main  drain  at 
Cape  Coast,  with  buckets  of  water  brought  from  the  adjacent  wells 
a  bad  one,  and  advocates  the  sinking  of  pump-wells  in  close 
proximity  to  the  drain,  so  that  the  water  could  be  disharged 
directly  into  it. 

1(X  Removal  of  Refuse. 

Mr.  Eyles  is  at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  deal  with  this  problem 
as  it  exists  at  Cape  Coast  He  thinks  the  method  (dustbins) 
which  is  adopted  at  Lagos,  Accra,  and  Elmina  would  not  suit  at 
Cape  Coast.  If  these  bins  are  not  made  the  ''  receptacles  for 
nignt  soil "  at  the  above  stations  1  cannot  see  why  they  should 
be  so  used  at  Cape  Coast.  If  the  District  Commissioners  and 
the  Medical  Officers  at  the  yarious  stations  would  each  in  his 
respective  province  but  see  that   the  provisions  of    that  much 
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OoiDCiutT.  abused  Health  Ordinance  were  carried  out  there  would  be  very 
—        little  room  left  for  dogmatic  cavilling  at  its  imperfections,  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  of  the  stations  themselves  would  leave  little 
to  be  desired. 

11.  Latrines. 

Mr.  JByles  advocates  the  erection  of  latrines  at  the  north  end 
of  the  town,  each  accommodated  with  18  or  20  seats,  and  provided 
with  means  for  carrying  out  the  dry  earth  system  of  conservancy. 
I  quite  agree  with  Mr.  Eyies  as  regards  the  erectipn  of  latrines 
in  that  part  of  the  town,  for  the  bush  there  is  used  as  a  latrine, 
and  the  sickening  stench  from  it  is  .positively  revolting. 

This  advocacy  of  the  dry  earth  system  of  conservancy,  however, 
is  open  to  criticism.  In  the  first  section  of  his  report  he  bewails 
the  absence  of  anything  in  the  shape  of  agriculture.  Admitting 
that  to  be,  in  his  sense  of  the  term,  a  fact,  what  use,  may  I  ask, 
and  I  do  so  for  information,  does  he  propose  to  make  of  the  con- 
served soil  obtained  from  these  latrines  ?  I  have  no  space,  I  am 
Borry  to  say,  to  discuss  this  question  as  far  as  I  could  wish,  but  I 
would  recommend  the  Government  to  erect  latrines  at  the  north 
end  of  Cape  Coast  such  as  I  have  described  in  my  Sanitary 
Report  for  1884. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  5. 
Elmina. 


In  the  first  paragraph  of  Mr.  Eyles'  Report  he  states  that  in 
1884  he  drew  attention  to  the  inadequate  means  supplied  for 
keeping  the  town  clean.  Six  labourers  were  employed,  but  they 
were  principally  used  by  the  District  Commissioner  in  laying  out 
the  bed  of  tne  creek  into  streets.  This  creek  is  nearly  submerged 
at  high  tide.  On  Captain  Brydon  assuming  the  District  Com- 
missionship  the  scavengers  were  placed  at  Mr.  Eyles'  disposal, 
who  "brought  about  an  organised  method  of  sanitary  work 
'*  which  resulted  in  improvement  in  the  health  of  the  town.'* 

Mr.  Eyles  thinks  six  labourers  quite  adequate  to  the  task  of 
keeping  Elmina  clean,  but  they  ought  to  be  supplied  with  a  few 
more  handcarts ;  iron  dustbins  ought  to  replace  the  wooden  ones. 

With  the  subject  of  latrines  Mr.  Eyles  **  feels  totally  incompe- 
"  tent  to  deal,  owing  to  the  want  of  standard  for  judging  the 
'^  amount  of  labour  to  meet  the  case."  He  urges,  however,  if  he 
adoption  of  the  dry  earth  system  of  conservancy.  This  system 
the  Rivers  Pollution  Commissioners  (First  Report,  1868)  utterly 
condemn,  save  for  institutions,  camps,  and  villages;  one  can 
hardly  term  Elmina  a  village  {vide  my  Report  on  the  water  supply 
of  Lagos  1882).     The  faot  is  that  the  simple,  efficient,  economical. 
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and  practical  system  adopted  in  oamp  on  active  service  is  that  Gkas)  Cojum 

which  would  suit  all  these  towns,  and  which  I  have  advocated  ill         

my  Report  of  1884. 

Mr.  Eyles  luui  nothing  to  remark  on  the  water  supply  or  on 
the  subject  of  climate  save  that  the  rainfall  was  popularly  said  to 
have  failed.  The  health  of  Europeans  has  been  exceptionally 
good.  ^  During  the  period  for  which  he  writes  there  were  nine 
admissions,  eight  with  intermittent  fever  and  one  with  acute 
dysentery  ;  this  latter  patient  was  invalided. 

Of  small-pox  six  cases  occurred  from  May  to  November. 
They  were  all  forwarded  to  Cape  Coast  for  treatment^:  one  died. 
These  cases  were  brought  from  the  surrounding- villages ;  £lmina 
escaped  infliction.  A-  case  of  chicken-pox  ako  occmrred,  which 
infected  six  others.  Mr.  Eyles  ddea  not  say  Kow  many*  of,  or 
if  all,  these  cases  recovered;  but  no  news  haa  been  generally 
deemed  good  nevirs ;  we  may  suppose  no  death  occurred.' 

Mr.  Eyles'  work  on  vaccination  may  be  gathered  from  the 
following  figures  :— 

Total  vaccinated     -  -  .  .    1,163 

Total  successful     ....      793 

Unsuccessful  or  unasceiiained  -      370 


Endoeure  5  in  No.  5. 
Lago& 


(1.)  Dr.  Grant  classes  1885  as  an  unhealthy  year,  though  the 
sickness  had  not  been  of  a  very  fatal  nature.  The  rains  were 
light  at  first,  but  became  violent  at  end  of  year.  This  probably 
acted  injuriously  on  the  public  health.  It  is,  and  always  will  be, 
impoBsible  to  obtain  reliable  data  respecting  the  mortality 
occurring  amon^  the  natives,  but  it  must  be  very  high.  The 
epidemic  of  small-pox  which  raged  last  year  has  disappeared. 

(2.)   Vital  Statistics  of  European  Community. 

Eight  deaths  in  1885  ;  of  these  six  were  due  to  climatic  causes^ 
23  were  invalided,  one  died  shortly  after  leaving  port.  The 
Kuropeans  at  Lagos  usually  number  100,  hence  the  death  rate 
in  1885  was  9  per  cent.,  or  90  per  1,000,  a  figure  which  well 
represents  the  deadly  nature  of  this  climate. 

(3.)  General  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Island. 

After  discussing  this  subject  in  general  terms,  which  has  been 
fully  dealt  with  in  the  past  by  many  surgeons,  he  goes  on  to 
point  out  some  measures  calculated  to  diminish  or  remove  these 
insanitary  conditions. 
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GoldCojut*  (a.)  Absence  of  an  Embankment.  —  I  need  hardly  repeat 
""""■  Dr.  Grant's  remarks  here ;  they  are  in  spirit  and  effect  exactly 
what  will  be  found  expressea  in  my  Sanitary  Reports  for 
1883-84.  No  one,  however,  can  write  too  strongly  on  the  subject, 
for  the  absence  of  an  embankment  on  the  Marina  is  the  cause  of 
half  the  sickness  amongst  the  Europeans  living  thereon.  As  to 
the  back  of  the  town,  be  says  truly  that  the  amelioration  of  things 
there  would  require  formidable  engineering  works. 

(b.)  The  roads  and  drains  are  in  statu  quo,  or,  as  Dr.  Grant 
says,  in  a  disgraceful  condition* 

(c.)  Overcrowding  of  houses  is  a  prolific  source  of  disease. 
This  remark  would  apply,  however,  to  all  towns  on  this  coast,  and 
is  a  gigantic  evil  difficult  to  grapple  with ;  but  I  quite  agree  with 
Dr.  Grant  in  saying  that  a  stricter  supervision  over  the  building 
of  bouses  should  be  exercised. 

(rf.)  The  Water  Supply. — ^This  subject  has  been  worn  thread- 
bare, and  I  shall  therefore  only  notice  a  suggestion  made  by 
Dr.  Grant,  and  that  is  to  substitute  tank  for  the  well  water  now 
in  use.  Setting  aside  the  question  of  expense,  tliere  are  two 
serious,  though  happily  removable,  dangers  to  such  water  storage 
at  Lagos :  (1)  the  numerous  flocks  of  pigeons  there,  and  which 
to  my  knowledge  foul  to  a  very  great  extent  the  roofi  of  the 
houses ;  as  (2)  do  also  the  masses  of  dead  leaves  which  collect  in 
the  gutters  of  the  roofs.  Such  a  mixture  of  animal,  mineral,  and 
vegetable  matter  carried  into  a  tank  of  drinking  water  would 
render  it  perfectly  useless  for  any  other  purpose  than  ablution. 
Eliminate  these  possible  sources  of  defilement,  however,  and  Dr. 
Ghrant's  suggestions,  if  carried  out,  would  be  a  blessing  to  Lagos. 

{e.)  The  Swamps. — Dr.  Grant  calls  these  swamps  manufactories 
of  malaria^  and,  coupled  with  the  soil,  which  is  at  present  said  to 
be  the  chief  manufacturer  of  that  malign  entity,  he  is  right.  But 
now  that  Lagos  enjoys  an  independent  Gx^vemroent  these  as  well 
as  other  chronic  nuisances  in  her  midst  vidll  doubtless  be  remedied. 

(.)  The  foreshore  latrines  Dr.  Grant  regards  as  a  necessary 
evil  as  they  are  at  present  constructed  He  has  made  some 
suggestions  for  their  improvement,  and  hopes  they  or  some  other 
plans  will  be  adopted. 

{g.)  The  Sanitary  Department^  its  insufficiency. — This  is  bitterly 
complained  of,  and  with  every  reason.  Dr.  Grant  suggests  that 
convict  labour  might  with  advantage  be  employed  in  sanitary 
work,  and  the  police  be  compelled  to  assist  in  the  suppression  of 
offences  against  the  sanitary  clauses  of  the  *'  Towns  Police  and 
Public  Health  Ordinance." 
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Enclosure  6  in  No.  5.  Gold  Coast. 

AxiM. 

The  town  of  Axim  is  situated  on  the  coast  in  a  small  bay,  which 
is  about  3  miles  wide.  This  bay  is  studded  with  rocks  and  has 
several  small  islands.  The  landing  is  good,  being  protected  from 
heavy  swells  by  ridges  of  rocks  and  the  islands.  Fort  St.  Anthony, 
built  on  a  rocky  point,  is  situated  between  the  two  parts  into  which 
the  town  is  divided.  Towards  the  southern  division  of  the  town 
the  sea  has  been  making  extensive  encroachments^  due^  I  believe, 
to  the  subsidence  of  the  lands.  The  town  is  surrounded  by  hills 
covered  with  bush  or  forest;  these  are  drained  by  several  streams, 
yielding  the  natives  a  good  and  plentiful  supply  of  water  at  all 
seasons  of  the  year. 

2.  The  soil  is  mainly  quartz  gravel  embedded  in  a  ferruginous 
day  covering  porphyritic  rocks,  in  which  there  are  extensive  quartz 
veins.  A  few  miles  in  the  interior  and  at  many  places  on  the 
coast  the  geological  structure  is  mainly  shale  with  large  auriferous 
quartz  veins^  the  disintegration  of  which  supplies  in  some  places 
large  alluvial  deposits. 

3.  Owing  to  the  proximity  of  the  hills  and  forests  the  rainfall 
is  much  larger  here  than  at  any  other  part  of  the  coast  line.  In 
the  interior  the  rainfall  increases  in  quantity  and  duration,  scarcely 
a  ^y  passing  without  a  heavy  fall.  I  am  informed  that  one  day 
last  year  at  Akankos  the  rainfall  was  eight  inches.  In  the  rains 
the  Ankobra  River  rises  over  20  feet. 

4.  The  town  is  small,  and  before  the  advent  of  miners  was 
merely  a  fishing  village;  honest  trade  is  blighted  owing  to  the 
extensive  smuggling  carried  on  in  Appolonia.  As  this  is  the 
cleanest  town  in  the  Colony  and  having  a  constant  supply  of  good 
water  it  is  one  of  the  healthiest  for  the  natives.  As  regards 
Europeans  there  seems  to  be  little. difference  in  the  health  of  this 
district  from  that  of  other  parts  of  the  Colony. 

6.  Being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  mines  there  is  much-over- 
crowding. This  is  due  to  the  mania  for  the  acquisition  of  land^ 
which  existed  a  few  years  back ;  then  the  Chiefs  sold  the  land  up 
to  their  huts  to  different  companies,  leaving  no  room  for  the  ex- 
tension of  the  town  nor  for  the  necessary  cultivation  to  supply  its 
increasing  number  of  inhabitants  with  food*  This  which  was 
formerly  the  granary  of  the  coast  does  not  now  produce  sufficient 
for  its  own  consumption. 

6.  Land  which  was  formerly  cultivated  is  now  abandoned^  the 
lessees  making  no  use  of  it  and  the  natives  are  afraid  to  trespass. 
This  has  had  a  very  deleterious  effect  and  is  driving  the  most 
useful  class,  namely,  agriculturalists,  to  seek  for  other  employment 
Land  laws  are  much  needed  in  this  Colony.  It  is  absurd  to  allow 
that  a  native  Chief  whose  dominion  extends  over  a  few  villages,  the 
inhabitants  of  which  can  never  exceed  a  hundred  in  numl^r^  and 
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GoiD  Coast,    who  a  few  years  ago  only  laid  claim  to  the  land  immediately  ad» 

—•         joining  the  villages,  should  at  the  suggestion  of   unscrupulous 

purchasers  of  concessions  saddeiily  become  the  lords  of  vast  tracts, 

many  miles  in  extent,  with  power  to  dispose  of  the  land  wholesale 

for  their  own  sole  benefits. 

7.  At  preseat  all  the  land  surrounding  the  to^n  is  the  property 
of  some  miping  company,  so  that  extension  of  the  town  is  im- 
possible, and,  through  the  negligence  of  District  Commisstoners  in 
not  enforcing  the  provisions  of  Uie  Towns  Poliee  and  Public 
Health  Ordinance,  this  has  resulted  in  the  obstruction  of  many 
streets  by  huts,  no  supervision  having  been  exercised  when  the 
natiyea  were  building. 

8.  Latrines  are  much  required  as  the  natives  at  present  resort 
to  the  beach  and  bush  for  want  of  other  accommodation,  with  a 
result  which  is  so  common  in  all  African  towns.  Dysentery  by  this 
means  is  fostered  and  maintained  as  an  endemic  disease. 

9.  As  there  is  not  any  system  of  registration  of  births  and 
deaths  it  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  increase  of  population  or 
the  mortality.  I  think  that  the  Inspector  of  Nuisance  might  act 
as  registrar 

10.  The  records  of  the  Medical  Department  do  not  supply  any 
reliable  statistics  as  to  the  general  health  of  the  district  as  the 
attendance  of  out-natients  is  so  small,  the  hospital  and  dispensary 
having  only  recently  been  opened.  Without  such  data  a  report 
would  be  valueless ;  I  shall  therefore  confine  myself  to  allusion  to 
sanitary  defects.  Prominent  amongst  these  is  the  absence  of  any 
attempt  to  ameliorate  the  olimiite  by  mitigation  of  malarial 
diseases. 

11.  The  two  necessaries  for  the  eradication  of  malaria  have  been 
found  practically  to  be  cultivation  of  the  soil  and  subsoil  drainage. 
There  is  no  attempt  at  cultivation  properly  so-called.  When  a 
native  wishes  to. make  a  corn  plantation  he  resorts  to  the  forest, 
where  he  commences  operation  by  destroying  all  the  trees  by 
means  of  the  axe  and  fire.  When  suflBcient  land  is  thus  cleared 
he  plants  his  com. 

12.  The  soil  being  poor  is  soon  exhausted,  so  that  after  a  few 
crops  the  land  is  deserted.  In  a  few  years  the  clearing  becomes 
overgrown  with  a  dense  impenetrable  bush.  Where  there  is 
plenty  of  land  this  bush  is  left  untouched,  but  near  towns,  where 
land  IS  valuable,  this  bush  is  cut  down  and  burnt.  A  few  more 
crops  are  then  obtained  which  further  impoverishes  the  soil,  and 
now  instead  of  the  bush  reappearing  a  coarse,  scanty  grass  crop 
takes  its  place.  When  this  stage  is  reached  all'  hopes  of  the  re- 
generation of  the  forest  are  lost,  as  the  grass  is  tho  subject  of 
constant  fires,  which  gradually  destroy  the  surrounding  bush, 
grass  taking  its  place  forming  eventually  extensive  savannahs. 
The  soil  of  these  savannahs  is  too  poor  to  repay  cultivation.  Thus 
the  larger  towns  become  surrounded  with  an  extending  zone  of 
uncultivated,  undrained  land,  undndned  owing  to  the  absence  of 
the  roots  of  actively  growing  treea,  the  dxainage  efleoted  by  tke 
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roots  of  the  grass  being  superficial  and  so  inconsiderable  in  amount  Gold  Coast. 
as  to  be  unworthy  of  note  """" 

13.  It  is  in  the  subsoil  under  favourable  conditions  as  to  tem- 
perature and  moisture  that  the  nialarial  poison  is  generated.  The 
temperature  cannot  be  regulated  to  any  very  great  extent  but  the 
amount  of  moisture  is  capable  of  great  reduction.  This  can  be 
most  eifectivelyand  economically  performed  by  the  means  supplied 
by  nature  in  the  roots  of  trees.  The  roots  of  trees  in  searching 
for  moisture  penetrate  to  considerable  depths  beyond  the  zone  in 
which  it  is  supposed  the  malarial  poison  is  produced.  If  the  tree 
is  of  rapid  growth  the  expiration  of  water  from  its  foliage  is 
enormous  and  the  roots  have  to  furnish  this  water  from  the  soil. 

Such  plants  os  the  bamboo,  which  is  one  of  the  most  rapid  in  its 
growth,  can  be  used  for  this  purpose.  The  trees,  however, 
generally  employed  are  the  various  species  of  the  genus  eucalyptus, 
together  with  arancarias,  acacias,  and  melalencas,  the  latter  being 
employed  where  the  soil  is  impregnated  with  salt.  The  eucalyptus 
in  addition  to  its  rapid  growth  and  desiccating  power  has  the 
further  recommendation  of  producing  a  volatile  antiseptic  oil,  the 
aroma  of  which  would  be  a  pleasant  addition  to  the  odours  of  an 
African  town. 

In  my  opinion  the  eradication  of  malaria  ought  to  be  the  first 
sanitary  work  undertaken,  as  it  is  the  presence  of  this  poison  which 
has  prevented  the  development  of  this?  Colony  and  as  a  means  to 
this  end  I  should  recommend  the  immediate  formation  of  nurseries 
for  the  cultivation  of  such  trees  as  have  elsewhere  been  found  to 
have  a  beneficial  effect. 

(Signed)        J.  W.  Rowland, 

Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 


Eqdosure  7  in  No.  5. 

J.  D.  M'Cabthy  to  Colonial  Sbgretaby. 

The  subject  matter  of  Dr.  Rowland's  Report  is  so  condensed 
in  style,  and  contains  sueh  valuable  information,  that  I  find  it 
almost  impossible  to  make  a  pr6cis  of  it  without  detracting  from 
its  merits ;  I  therefore  submit  it  in  its  entirety  for  publication  in 
the  Blue  Book. 

The  same  remarks  apply  to  his  Gaol  Report. 

(Signed)         J.  D.  M'Carthv. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


122  PAPEBS  BBULTIMO  TO 


Gold  Coast  QQJJ)  COAST  AND  LAGOS. 

AND 


Laoos. 


No.  6. 


Governor  W.  Bbakdfobd  Griffith,  C.M.G.,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.G,,  M.P. 

Government  House,  Christiansborg  Castle, 
Sir,  Accra,  March  30,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  short  report  upon 
the  Blue  Book  of  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  (including  Lagos)  for  the 
year  1886. 

2.  I  have  to  express  my  regret  that  this  report  should  not  have 
been  forwarded  to  you  at  an  earlier  date.  The  Blue  Book  itself 
was  only  out  of  the  printer's  hands  late  in  the  year  1886. 

3.  The  statistics  of  the  Gold  Coast  proper  and  of  Lagos  were 
kept  distinct  until  the  year  1884,  when  the  Blue  Books  for  the  two 
settlements  were  merged  in  one  volume. 

4.  I  trust  at  a  future  time  to  have  suflScient  leisure  to  devote  my 
attention  to  the  compilation  of  a  more  detailed  statement  of  the 
progress  which  the  Colony  has  made  since  its  constitution  as  a 
separate  dependency  of  the  Crown,  in  the  year  1874.  From  a 
fijiancial  point  of  view  alone^  however,  it  may  be  interesting  to 
here  state  briefly  that  the  revenue  of  the  Gold  Coast  and  Lagos 
amounted  in  that  year  to  74,368/.  and  39,335/.  respectively,  or 
113,703/.  in  all,  while  in  1885,  11  years  after,  they  had  increased 
to  130,456/.  and  63,419/.,  or  a  total  of  193,875/. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  Bbandfobd  Griffith, 

Governor. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


Report. 
Tcixatian. 

1.  The  only  changes  made  in  the  taxes,  duties,  and  fees  of  the 
Colony  were  the  reduction  of  the  scale  of  commission  on  money 
orders  to  a  uniform  charge  of  2d.  for  every  sum  of  10*.  or  portion 
of  lOs.  up  to  10/.,  and  the  imposition,  under  Ordinance  No.  6  of 
1885,  of  a  charge  of  9rf.  per  quarter  for  each  barrel  of  gunpowder 
of  100  lbs.  weight  stored  in  the  newly  constructed  Government 
magazines. 
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Revenue  and  Expenditure.  Gold  Coabt 

^  Ain> 

2.  The  revenue  amounted  to  193,875?.,  or  a  sum  of  9,988/.  in       ^^^^ 
excess  of  that  for  the  year  previous,  the  principal  item  of  increase 

being  that  of  a  sum  of  8,866/.  under  the  head  of  Customs,  which 
is  accounted  for  by  an  increased  import  of  spirits.  The  expenditure 
amounted  to  152,923/.,  showing  an  apparent  decrease  of  4,717/.  as 
compared  witli  that  for  1884.  This  decrease  is  to  some  extent 
owing  to  the  adjustment  in  1884  of  arrears  of  account  of  the  year 
1883.  The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  on  the  1st  January 
1885  was  181,906/. 

Local  Revenues. 

3.  There  are  no  local  revenues  not  brought  to  account  in  the 
general  revenue  of  the  Colony. 

Public  Debt 

4.  There  was  no  public  debt  in  1885. 

Public  fVorks. 

5.  The  expenditure  on  public  works,  exclusive  of  establish- 
ments, amounted  to  1 9,994 J.  during  the  year.  Powder  magazines 
were  erected  at  Accra  and  Cape  Coast  An  important  drain  at 
Cape  Coast  was  completed,  and  a  bridge  across  the  Five  Cowrie 
creek  at  Lagos  was  in  course  of  construction^  and  some  repairs  to 
the  Fort  at  Anamaboe  were  also  executed. 

Legislation. 

6.  The  following  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year  :— 

Na  1  of  1885.    The  Travelling  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  2  of  1885.  The  Genddo  de  Lima  Detention  Ordinance, 
18(55. 

No.  3  of  1885.    The  Lunatics  Removal  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  4  of  1885.     The  Treasury  and  Customs  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  5  of  1885.    The  Supply  Ordinance,  1886. 

No.  6  of  1885.  The  Government  Gunpowder  Magazines  Ordi- 
nance, 1885. 

Councils  and  Assemblies. 

7.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  constitution  of  the  executive 
and  legislative  councils  ouring  the  year  beyond  those  involved 
by  the  regular  annual  leave  of  the  official  members. 
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Gold  Cojjn  Civil  JEstabUshmenL 

LAOO0.  8,  The  following  are  the  more  important  changes  which  look 

place  in  the    civil    establishment    during   the  year: — Governor 

William  A.  6.  Young,  C.M.G.,  having  died  from  an  attack  of 
malarious  fever  on  the  24th  April,  the  administration  of  the 
Government  of  the  Colony  devolved  upon  me  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor  until  the  6ili  Octol)er,  when  I  was  appointed  to  be 
Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Gold  Coast.  The 
Colonial  Secretary,  Captain  Barrow,  C.M.G.,  acted  as  deputy  for 
the  Governor  at  Lagos  from  the  1st  January  to  28th  February, 
and  Mr.  F.  Evans,  C.M.G.,  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary,  from  the 
10th  of  May  until  the  end  of  the  year.  Mr.  F.  Evans  acted  aj 
Colonial  Secretary  from  the  15th  January  to  the  7th  May, 
Mr.  C.  D.  Turton  from  the  15th  May  to  the  Slst  July,  and 
Mr.  P.  Hughes  from  the  Ist  January  to  the  14th  January  and 
from  the  1st  August  to  the  10th  October.  Mr.  C.  Pike  was 
appointed  to  be  Treasurer  of  the  Gold  Coast  on  die  Ist  October, 
Mr.  E.  G.  Wool  house  to  be  Assistant  Treasurer,  Mr.  W.  Manford, 
the  Auditor,  provisionally  to  be  Comptroller  of  Customs  on  the 
Gold  Coast  on  the  1st  October,  upon  the  constitution  of  a  depart- 
ment  of  customs  as  distinct  from  that  of  the  Treasury,  with  which 
it  had  theretofore  been  combined  ;  Mr.  Henry  Bartlett,  C.B.,  was 
appointed  to  be  Auditor  for  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  and  Lagos  on 
the  5th  September,  and  Mr.  G.  H.  Boss  to  be  Colonial  Surveyor 
of  Lagos  on  the  21st  November.  The  mortality  among  the 
European  officers  was  unfortunately  large,  no  less  than  three 
besides  the  Governor  having  died  during  the  year. 

PensioM. 

9.  A  pension  of  241/.  per  annum  was  granted  to  Dr.  J.  H.  Jeans, 
late  Colonial  Surgeon,  forming  the  on^  noteworthy  addition  to 
the  pension  list  during  the  year. 

Expenditure  of  the  Establishments. 

10.  llie  amount  paid  during  the  year  on  account  of  establish- 
ments was  65,146/. 

Foreign  Consuls. 

11.  Baron  Von  Soden  was  recognized  as  Consul  General  for 
Germany  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Mosaamedes  on  the  2nd  July,  Mr. 
Falkenthal  as  Consul  for  Geimany  from  Sierra  Leone  to  Lagoa 
on  the  same  date,  and  Mr.  J.  J.  Fischer  as  Consul  for  Germany  at 
Accra  on  the  27th  October. 

Population. 

12.  No  census  has  yet  been  taken  on  the  Gold  Coast ;  the  popo^ 
lation  inclusive  of  the  proteotod  territories  has  been  estiBiaied  at 
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651j000y  and  that  of  Lagos  and  its  protectorate  at  759270,  giving  .Gold  Coast 
a  total  of  726,270  souls,  or  36-31  to  the  square  mile.  ^^^ 


Education. 

13.  A  sum  of  2,1351  was  expended  by  the  Government  in  the 
promotion  of  education,  or  an  increase  of  65/.  over  the  expenditure 
for  the  year  1884.  Much  useful  educational  work  is  done  on  the 
Qold  Coast  by  the  jBasel  Missionary  Society,  the  annual  expendi- 
ture of  which  is  stated  at  iipwards  of  9,000/.  There  were  4,554 
scholars  in  the  schools  on  the  Gold  Coast  during  the  year  and 
2,527  in  those  at  Lagos. 


Exchanges,  Moneys,  Weights  and  Measures. 

14.  The  amount  of  coin  and  paper  currency  in  circulation  has 
not  been  ascertained.  There  are  no  banks  in  the  Colony.  British 
standard  weights  and  measures  are  in  use. 


Imports  and  Exports. 

16.  The  value  of  imports  amounted  to  1,008,988/.,  and  that  of 
the  exports  to  1,110,498/.  The  course  of  the  trade  being  as 
follows : — 


Imports.          1 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom 

Brittth  Colonies 

Foreign  Countries      -           -           - 

637,194 

1,437 

870,356 

637,061 

2,732 

570,705 

Of  the  exports,  995,368/.  represented  the  value  of  the  produce 
and  manufactures  of  the  Colony,  and  115,130/.  (hat  of  British, 
foreign,  and  colonial  manufactures. 


Shipping. 

16.  630  steamers  with  a  tonnage  of  546,744  entered,  600 
steamers  of  483,305  tons  cleared,  and  98  sailing  vessels  with  a 
tonnage  of  29,524,  and  85  sailing  vessels  of  25,469  tons  cleared 
at  ports  in  the  Colony  during  the  year.  Of  the  steamers  entering, 
tonnage  to  the  amount  of  496,012  was  of  British'  and  50,732  was 
of  foreign  ori^n.  Of  the  tonnage  of  the  sailing  vessels  entering 
2,000  was  Bntish  and  27,524  was  foreign. 
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GoldCoabt  Agriculture. 

^Qo^  17.  The  entire  area  of  the  Colony  was  estimated  at  12,800,000 

.acres  in  1885^  but  there  are  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  acreage 
under  cultivation  or  otherwise. 

Manufactures,  Mines,  and  Fisheries. 

18.  No  manufactories  exist ;  simple  stu£&  for  local  use  are 
woven  by  the  natives^  and  large  quantities  of  bricks  of  inferior 
quality  are  produced.  Fish  also  are  salted  and  bartered  with  the 
tribes  of  the  interior.  The  principal  gold  mines  are  situated  in 
Wassawy  in  the  western  region  of  the  protectorate.  Six  principal 
companies  existed  in  1885,  but  the  sphere  of  their  operations  was 
very  h'mited.  The  value  of  the  gold  dust  exported  in  1886 
amounted  to  89,981/.,  but  by  far  the  greater  portion  of  it  was 
remitted  either  by  the  Government  or  by  the  merchants. 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

1 9.  The  daily  average  of  prisoners  was  362,  or  the  same  as  that  of 
the  preceding  year.  The  total  number  of  committals  amounted 
•in  1885  to  1,437,  or  17  more  than  that  for  the  preceding  year. 
In  1884,  however,  no  returns  were  received  from  the  district  gaol 
at  Quittab. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

20.  The  number  of  convictions  in  the  superior  courts  was  168,  or 
23  less  than  that  for  1884.  In  the  inferior  courts  there  were 
2,478  convictions,  or  272  more  than  those  in  1884. 

Hospitals  and  Asylums. 

21.  1,610  patients  were  treated  in  the  hospitals  of  the  Colony 
during  the  year,  exclusive  of  outpatients,  as  against  1,332  in  the 
year  before,  the  principal  diseases  being  malarial  fevers,  syphilis, 
diseases  of  the  skin,  parasitic  diseases,  and  at  Lagos  small -pox. 
There  are  no  lunatic  asylums  yet  in  the  Colony,  but  dangerous 
lunatics  are  sent  to  the  asylum  at  Sierra  Leone  for  treatment  at 
the  expense  of  Gbld  Coast  funda 

W.  B.  G. 
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MATJRITITJ8.  MAUKinrs. 


NaT- 
Administrator  Major-General  W.  H.  Hawley  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Edward  Stanhope,  M.P. 

Government  House^  Mauritius, 
Sir,  January  17,  1887. 

Referring  to  Mr.  Beyta'  Despatch  of  the  2ist  of  October 
last  transmitting  the  Mauritius  Blue  13ook  for  the  year  1885,  I 
have  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  summary  of  the 
Blue  Book  prepared  by  Mr.  Beyts  while  acting  as  Colonial 
Secretary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         W,  H.  Hawley,  Major-General, 
Administering  Government. 
The  Right  Hon,  Edward  Stanhope,  M.P. 
&c.  &c.  &c« 


Summary  of  the  Mauritius  Blue  Book  and  Administration 
Reports  of  1885. 

I. — ^Taxation. 
No  changes  were  made  in  1885  in  the  taxes  of  the  Colony. 

II. — Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

Ra        c 

Therevenueof  1885  was  -  -     7,309,233  14 

Showing  a  decrease  of  -  -     1,300,394  78 

as  compared  with  the  revenue  of  1884, 

which  was    .  -  -  -     8,609,627  92 


Theexpenditureof  1885  was  -  -  8,391,059  09 

showing  a  decrease  of           -  -  771,382  95 

on  the  expenditure  of  1884,  which 

amounted  to              •            -  -  9,162,442  04 
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liAURinuB.        The  ratio  of  the  revenue  to  the  population  was  Bs.  19.73  per 
— •         head. 

The  ratio  of  the  expenditure  to  the  population  wag  Bs.  22.65 
per  head. 

Ill, — Assets  and  Liabilities. 
1.  Commigsioners  of  Currency :— 


Assets      .... 
Liabilities              ^             .            . 

Bs.        c. 
3,808.742  14 
3,323,150  00 

Surplus 

485,502  14 

2.  Government  Savings  Bank : — 

Assets      -            -            -            - 
r  Amount  due  to  de- 
Liabilities     «      positors^  including 
interest  - 

Surplus 

B£>.          c. 
3,416,171  09 

3,144,668  91 
271,502  18 

3.  Curatelle  ru- 
ssets        ... 
Liabilides   -            .            - 

Bs.        0. 

-    400,559  51 
.    400,559  51 

4.  Treasury  proper : — 

Assets      -            -            -  *        . 
Liabilities    (exclusive    of    railway 
.  debts)  .... 

Rs.        c. 
3,942,796  65 

1,121,771  01 

Surplus  on  31at  December  1885 

2,821,024  64 

IV. — ^Bailwat  Debts. 

The  railwav  debts  stood  as  follows  on   the  31st  December 
1885:— 

£ 
Mauritius  Bailway  debentures,  payable  15th 

February  1895  and  15th  January  1896    -      240,000 
Savanne  Railway  4^  per  cent,  payable  by 

annual  drawings  in  and  from  1881  -       95,800 

Moka  Bailway   4^    per  cent,    payable    by 

annual  drawings  in  and  from  1884  -     101,000 

Consolidated  4  per  cent,  payable  by  annual 

drawmgs  from  1882  ...     302,800 

Total  -  -  -      742,600 
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V. — CuBBSNOTs  Maubotts. 

Amount  of  currency  notes  in  circulation  on  Slst  of  December 
1886  :— 

Ia»ueofl849      -  .  -  -     516  19    8 

w    of  1860      ....  3,708    0    0 


Total        -  4,219  19    8 

Issue  of  1876 :—  Rs, 

In  the  banks  of  the  Colony  -  .      671,605 

In  the  bands  of  the  public  -  .  2,651,645 

Total        -  3,323,250 

VI. — Savings  Bank. 

^                ,  Re.  c. 

The  amount  deposited  in  1885  was          -  1,042,061  00 
This  amount,  compared  to  that  of  1884, 

shows  a  decrease  of   -             -             -  240,390  00 

The  amount  deposited  in  1884  being      -  1,282,451  00 

Hie  total  sum  standing  to  the  credit  of 
depositors,  at  the  end  of  1885,  including 
the  interest  due  to  them,  was  -  -  3,144,668  91 

Of  this  sum,  Rs.  1,496,553.26  belonged  to  the  Indian  popula- 
tion. 

The  number  of  depositors  increased  from  16,969  in  1884  to 
18,458  in  1885 ;  of  these  8,632  belonged  to  the  Indian  popula- 
tion. 

VII. — CURATBLLB. 

The  deposits,  indnding  interest,  amounted  to  Rs.  400,559.51. 
The  assets  consisted  of  the  following  sums  :— 

Rs.  c. 

(a.^  Cash  balance  in  local  bank        -     166,975  08 

ib.)  Invested  in  England     -  -    231,981  65 

(c.)  In  hands  of  Crown  Agents         -        1,602  78 

Total  -  -    400,559  61 

O    5013S.  T 
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MAUB1TIU8.  VIII. — Financial  Condition  op  the  Municipal 

—  Coepobation  op  Poet  Louis. 

Rfl.  c. 
Balance    on   hand  on   1st  January 

1885  ....  24,440  37 
Bevenne    and   receipts    on  account. 

during  1885         -  -  -2,800,576  89 


Total 


.2,825,017  26 


Expenditure  and  payments  on  account 

during  1886         -  -  -  2,778,658  34 

Balance  on  hand  on  3l8t  December 

1886         ....      36,468  92 


Debenture  Debt  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  on 
Zlst  December^  1886. 


Princ^. 

Interest. 

TotaL 

1S86        •            .            -            - 

18,080 

8,715 

16,795 

1887        .            -            .            - 

10,760 

2,840 

18,600 

1888       .... 

80,200 

1,870 

81,570 

1889       -            -            -           - 

9,240 

116 

9,856 

63,280 

8,041 

71,821 

rx.  — Military  Expenditure. 

The  military  contribution  paid  by  the  Colony  in  1885  amounted 
to  Rs.  185,208  31. 

The  troops  in  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  the.  year  were  as 
follows : — 

StaflF           .            -            -            .  .  9 

Royal  Artillery        ...  -  105 

Eoyal  Engineers      -                         -  -  11 
Petachment  Ist  battalion  Royal  Inniskilling 

Fusiliers-             -            -            -  -  306 

Ordnance  Store  Corps          -            -  -  2 

Corps  of  Ordnance  Artificers            -  -  1 

Army  Hospital  Corps           -            -  -  11 

Ist  Battalion  Welsh  Regiment         'j-  -  1 

Total  -  .     446 

The  total  military  expenditure  amounted  to  38,589/.  17^.  Id. 
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X.— Imports  and  Expobts. 

Exclusive  of  specie  and  bullion,  the  value  of  imports  in   1885 
amounted  to  Rs.  20,208,263  and  that  of  exports  to  Rs.  34,115,646. 
In   1884  the  imports  were  valued  at  lis,  27,577,908  and  the 
exports  at  IL>.  38,496,431,  exclusive  of  specie  and  bullion. 

The  rate  of  imports  per   head   of  population  was  as  follows 
during  1884  and  1885  :— 

Bs.  c. 

1884 74  3 

1885 54  5 

The  rate  of  exports  per  head  of  population  was  as  follows 
during  1884  and  1885  : — 

Rs.  c. 
1884  -  -  .  -  -  103  8 
1885 92  1 
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The  exports  of  sugar  in  1884  and  1885  were  as  follows : — 

Qnaatity. 

Value. 

1884  -      t      . 

1885  .... 

Kilos. 
185,865,946 

115,656,096 

Bs. 
85,544,981 

81,207,855 

Decrease  - 

9,999,850 

4,887,676 

The  value  of  each  of   the  other  products  exported   was  as 
follows : — 


Rum     - 
Vanilla 
Aloe  fibre 
Molasses 
Cocoanut  oil 
Raw  hides 
Lime 


Rs. 

483,507 

309,301 

165,633 

11,696 

209,641 

11,270 

400 


XI. — Shipping. 

Under  this  head  the  year  1885,  compared  with  1884,  shows  the 
following  differences :  — 


1884. 

1885. 

Decrease. 

Inwards  .           .*           •» 

Tons. 
380,649 

Tons. 
800,271 

Tons. 
80,378 

Oatwards .           .           - 

878,768 

808,841 

69,922 

I  2 
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— 

1884. 

1885. 

Decrease. 

Outwafds 

Tons. 
595 

598 

Tons. 
470 

488 

Tods. 
185 

105 

Xn. — Population  and  Vital  Statistics. 

The  estimated  resident  population  on   the  Slst  December  1885 
was  as  follows: — 


liales. 

Females. 

Totals. 

General  popnlation 
Indian  population          • 

68,837 
148,034 

56,182 
102,861 

119,519 
250,885 

Totals  - 

,        21M61 

159,048 

870,404 

As  compared  with  the  population  of  1884  that  of  1885  shows 
a  decrease  of  362. 

The  births  re^tered  in  1886  stand  thus  : — 


' 

Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

General  population 
Indian  population 

2,189 
4,817 

2,011 
4,590 

4,150 
9,407 

Ttotals. 

6,956 

6,601 

13,557 

The  births  during  1885  show  a  decrease  of  601  as  compared 
to  those  of  1884^  the  births  in  1884  standing  as  follows : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Totals. 

General  popnlation 
Indian  popnlation 

2,292 
4,923 

2,157 
4,786 

4,449 
9,709 

Totals  .          -          • 

7,215 

6,948 

14,158 
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Aai 


Males. 

Females. 

TotlOs. 

Genenl  populatroii 
Indian  population 

8,05fi 
fi,094 

1,808 
8^95 

8,863 
8,489 

l\>Cala  ... 

7,149 

5;208 

13,353 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1885  shows  an  increase  of  1^105 
compared  with  1884. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  total  population  was  36*5  and  the 
death-rate  33*3  per  1,000. 

As  compared  with  1884  the  birth-rate  shows  a  decrease 
of  1*6  per  1^000,  and  the  death-rate  an  increase  of  3*0  per  1,000. 

The  births  throughout  the  Colony  in  1885  exceeded  the 
deaths  by  1,205. 

The  number  of  sUll-births  in  1885  was  934,  showing  a 
decrease  of  73  compared  with  1884,  of  179  compared  with 
1883,  and  of  173  compared  with  1882. 

The  number  of  suicides  in  1885  was  45;  in  1884  they 
amounted  to  42. 

XIIL — Immiqbation  akd  Laboub. 

The  total  number  of  immigrants  introduced  in  1885  was  as 
follows : — 


• 

Men. 

Women. 

ChildrMi. 

Total 

FromMadras      - 

81S 

83 

63 

358 

showing  a  decrease  of  6,031  compared  with  1884. 

The  average  cost  of  introductbn  per  male  statute  adult  was 
Bs.124. 

The  number  of  coolies  who  left  the  Colony  last  year  was 
larger  than  during  the  five  prevbus  years,  as  shown  by  the 
following  statement : — 


Kalfefl. 

Females. 

Totals. 

1880       -         '   - 

1,781 

614 

2^5 

1881        -            -            •            - 

1,180 

874 

1,864 

1881       .            -            -            - 

1,704 

624 

2,828 

1883       -            -            -            - 

1,766 

640 

9,406 

1884       -            -            -           - 

1,362 

491 

1,853 

188S       .            ... 

2,891 

],U0 

4,001 

UBIflUS. 
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or  the  coolies  who  left  in 

1885:— 

1,491 

. 

went  to  Calcntta 

1,691 

• 

• 

99 

Madras 

770 

- 

. 

99 

Bombay 

25 
6 

• 

- 

99 
99 

Tran<|uebar 
R^onion 

1 

- 

. 

99 

Madagascar 

18 

- 

- 

99 

Pondicherry. 

The  proportion  of  females  to  males 

in  the  departures  of  1885 

was  38  '3  per  cent. 

f>.,  2-3 

percent 

more 

than  in  1884. 

XIV.— Education. 

At  the  end  of  1885  there  were  140  schools  in  operation,  which 
are  thns  classified. 


Government  schools,  I.  Grade  - 

99  19  •■•I*  99 

Aided  schools  »  •  . 

Total      . 


46 
19 
75 

140 


In  the  Government  schools  219  teachers  of  various  gractes 
were  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  1885.  In  the  aided  schools 
72  head  teachers  and  65  assistants  derived  their  emoluments  from 
Government  grants. 

The  average  number  of  scholars  on  roll  in  1885  was: — 

In  Government  schools  -  -    7,646 

„  aided  schools         ...    7^001 


Total    . 


14,547 


showing  an  increase  of  1,230  over  1884. 

Of  Uie  totel  number  of  pupils  at  the  end  of  1885,  77  per  cent, 
were  Creoles  of  either  European,  African,  or  Chinese  descent, 
and  23  per  cent,  were  Indians,  or  of  Indian  origin. 

Divided  according  to  their  religious  persuasions,  they  stood  as 
follows : — 


Goyemment 
Schools. 

Aided 
Schools. 

TotaL 

Members  of  Church  of  England 

278 

174 

452 

Roman  Catholics 

5,519 

5,426 

K),945 

Belonging  to  other  Christian  creeds 

142 

122 

264 

Mahometans     "           '           "           ' 

471 

258 

724 

Hindoos  and  others 

1,066 

976 

2,042 
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Their  relative  nnmbers  are  shown  by  the  following  per-cent-    Mumrnvs. 
ages:—  — 

Percent. 

Members  of  the  Church  of  England  -  -  3 

Boman  Catholics      *            -            -  -  76 

Members  of  other  Christian  denominations  -  2 

Mahometans              -            -           -  •  5 

Hindoos  and  others  -            -            -  -  14 


The  average  attendance  of  scholars  was— 
In  Grovemment  schools 
n  aided  schools        -        - 

Total    - 
showing  an  increase  of  1^034  over  1884. 


4,960, 
4,fl 


9,553 


The  cost  to  Government  of  each  pupil   on  the  rolls  was  as 
follows : — 

In  Government  schools,  Bs.  16.90,  i.e.,  Bs.  2.27  less  than  in 
1884. 

In  aided  schools,  Rs.  12.48,  ie.,   Bs*  1,45   more   than  in 

1884. 


The  total  net  expenditure  of  the  Government  schools,  de» 
ducting  the  fees  collected,  which  amounted  to  Bs.  3^80,  was 
Bs.  127,522. 

The  numbers  of  pupils  in  the  Royal  College  and  the  Boyal 
College  schools  at  the  end  of  1884  and  1885  were  as  follow : — 


1884. 

1885. 

Bojtl  College  proper 

„        „     School,  Port  Louis  - 
ff        „          n     Curepipe    - 

141 
886 
168 

143 
180 
178 

Totals      - 

630 

495 
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The  sums  disbuned  for  edaoatkmal  purpoBes  in  1885  were  as 
follows  2 — 

Bs.        c. 
Boysl  GoUege  ...    163,499  80 

Ooverninent  schools  •  •     142,231  38 

Aided  schools  ...      87,37011 

AdminiBtration  of  Gtovernment    and 

aided  schools        -  -  -      21,164  58 

Industrial  education              -  -  2,995  54 

Total    .  -  417,261  41« 

Tke  total  expenditure  in  1884  was  -  419,344  83* 

Decrease  of  ezpenditoie  in  1885  •  2,083  42 

XV.— Judicial  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  or  to  the 
magistrate  was  25,710,  t>.,  23  more  than  in  1884. 

The  total  number  of  convictions  in  the  inferior   courts   was 
14,399, 2>.,  175  more  than  in  1884. 

The  convictions  in  the  Supreme  Court  were  as  follows : — 


I8S4. 

iS85. 

For  ofieneet  againft  the  person 

82 

29 

For  pnBdial  larceny 

— 

— 

For  offences  against  property  other 
than  pmdi^  larceny 

42 

48 

For  other  oflbnces  -           -           - 

8 

2 

Totals 

76 

79 

*  These  fignres  do  not  include  the  sums  spent  at  Bodriffoes,  which  ameonted 
to  Bs.  2,984  in  1884  and  Bs.  8,927  inl886.  ^  ^*^ 
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18S4. 

1885. 

In  the  inferior  ooarts 
In  the  snpreme  coort 

5,918 
16 

4,086 
20 

XVI.— Gaols, 

The  total  number  of  persons  committed  in  1885  was  8,884,  ue., 
,705  more  than  in  1^84,  and  1,9S6  more  than  in  1883. 

26  were  imprisoned  for  debt 

2,551  „  for  nonpayment  of  fines  and  costs. 

1,624  „  for  safe  custody  till  trial,  or  want  of 

security. 

4,683  „  for   offences  against    the   criminal 

laws. 

The  aboye-mentioned  committals  include  2,252  under  the 
Vagrancy  Law,  789  more  than  in  1884;  and  179  removals  to 
the  Juvenile  Reformatory,  101  more  than  in  1884. 

The  penal  imprisonments  stand  as  follows : — 

For  five  years  or  more      -  ^  *         20 

For  one  year  or  more       -  -  -        102 

For  more  than  three  months  and  less  than 

one  year  -  -  -  -       489 

For  three  months  or  less   -  -  -    4,072 


Total    -  -    4,683 

showing  an  increase  of  741  compared  with  1884. 

The  construction  of  a  new  central  prison,  begun  in  1884,  made 
considerable  progress,  and  was  considered  likely  to  be  sufficiently 
advanced  at  the  end  of  1886  to  allow  the  prison  to  be  partly 
occupied. 


were 


cupiea. 

The  eflects  ol  the  mark  system  on  the  discipline  of  the  prisons 
vre  favourably  reported  upon  by  the  prison  authorities. 
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MAXmrnVB,  XVII.— ECCLESIASTICM-  ESTABLISHMENTS, 

In  Mauridus  (exclusive  of  tbe  dependencies),  the  adherents 
of  the  churches  supported  by  the  Govemmeot  were,  according  to 
tlie  oensus  of  1881,  as  follows  :— 

Boroan  Catholics  ...     108,000 

Protestants  ...        8,000 

The  numbers  of  ministers  were  as  follows : — 

Roman  Catholic  Church        -            -  -    48 

"  Church  of  England    -            -            -  -17 

Presbyterian  Church-             -            -  -      3 

The  expenses  incurred  in  1885  for  the  ecclesiastical  establbh- 
ments  were  as  follows : — 


lioman  Oatliolio 
Cbtireh 

Chareh         of 
England 

PvesbTteriao 
dmrch 


IS 


Bs.     0. 
64,088  11 

80,155  88 

S,499  96 


96,748  90 


Bs. 

8,000 

8,509 
8,000 


7,500 


I 


Bs. 

4,910 

4,910 
189 


10,000 


Rs. 
7,850 

2,650 


lOfiOO 


Kb.     0. 
79,848  11 

40,215  88 

4,679  96 


124,248  98 


1^ 


B«.  0. 
0  73 

\ 


XVIII. — FOBESTS  AKD  CfiOWN  LanDS. 

Under  this  head,  the  total  revenue  derived  from  sales  and  leases 
amounted  in  1885  to  Rs.  59,310;  and  the  toul  expenditure, 
exclusive  of  the  disbursements  for  purchases  of  land,  amounted  to 
Rs.  143,020. 

The  sums  disbursed  from  1881  and  for  the  acquisition  of  lands 
for  afforestation  purposes,  were  as  follows : — 


1881  - 

1882  - 

1883  - 

1884  - 

1885  - 


Bs. 
.  72,301 
-  690,433 
•  688,363 
■  912,816 
20,203 

2,284,116 
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XIX.— BAILWATa 
The  railway  revenue  and  expenditure  stood  as  follows : — 


1884. 


Bereniie 
Szpenditnro 


Bs.     0. 

1.740.608  56 

1.159.609  22 


1885. 


Rt.     o. 
1,544,063  11 

1,207,618  71 


showing  a  decrease  of  revenue  and  an  increase  of  expenditure  in 
1885. 


XX.— Post  Office  and  Telegraphs. 

The  gross  revenue  collected  in  1885  was  Rs.  83,059.71  against 
Bs.  85,099.65  in  1884. 

The  letters,  post-cards,  and  newspapers  which  passed  through 
the  office  were  as  follows : — 


Letters. 

Post-cards. 

Newspapers. 

1884  -  *         - 

1885  .            •            .            . 

901,759 
856,686 

16,188 
24,505 

906,470 
885,952 

Increaie  - 
Decrease  - 

45,073 

8,817 

20,518 

The    postal    money-order  business    showed    an    increase    of 
Rs.  5,708.99. 

Rs.       c 

1884  ....    241,925  36 

1885  -  -  -  J47,634  35 


Increase 


5,708  99 


The  following  subsidies  were  pii  d  to  ocean  mail  packets  :— 

Bs. 
To  the  Messageries  Maritimes  Company  -     80,000 
To  the  Castle  Mail  Packets  Company      -     60,000 
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XXI. — Obsebvatoey. 


The  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was  73^*6,  against  an  average 
of  YS'^-O  for  the  11  years  1875-86.  The  highest  temperature 
was  86°-7  on  the  Ist  of  February  and  the  lowest  57o*4on  the  26th 
of  July.  The  highest  temperature  in  the  sun's  rays  was  166o*7 
on  the  8th  of  March,  and  the  lowest  on  grass  46^*2  on  the  24th  of 
June.  The  highest  temperature  of  the  soil  at  a  depth  of  6  feet 
was  81'''6  on  the  22nd  of  March  and  the  lowest  75^  on  the  18th 
of  September. 

The  mean  barometric  pressure,  reduced  to  sea-level,  was  30*069 
inches,  against  an  average  of  30*081.  The  highest  pressure  was 
30*397  on  the  2Srd  of  August,  and  the  lowest  29*663  on  the  12th 
of  December. 

The  mean  vapour-tension  was  0*625  inch,  against  an  average  of 
0*620.  The  highest  was  0*914  on  the  25th  of  January  and  the 
lowest  0*374  on  the  10th  and  26th  of  July. 

The  rainfall  was  44*61  inches,  against  an  average  of  48*10. 
The  greatest  fall  in  24  hours  was  2*71  on  the  2nd  of  May.  The 
usually  dry  months  of  May  to  October  were  the  rainiest  on 
records 

The  mean  hourly  velocity  of  the  wind  was  10*4  miles,  against 
an  average  of  11*6,  and  die  mean  direction  was  S.  74^  34^  E., 
against  an  average  of  S.  74^  66'  E.  The  greatest  velocity  in  one 
hour  was  29*0  miles  on  the  2nd  of  Septem&sr. 

Thunder  or  lightning,  or  both  together,  were  observed  on  44 
days,  against  an  average  of  32. 

Seventeen  storm-warnings  were  issued. 

13,237  days'  observations  at  sea  were  tabulated  and  the  tracks 
of  nine  cyclones  determined  and  laid  down  on  a  chart. 

Eighty-seven  weather  charts  of  the  Indian  Ocean  were  con- 
structed. 

The  magnetographs  were  at  work  throughout  the  year,  and  the 
absolute  values  of  the  magnetic  elements  determined  monthly. 
The  largest  magnetic  disturbances  occurred  on  the  15th  and  16di 
of  March,  13th  and  14th  of  May,  and  25th  and  26th  of  June. 

Four  hundred  and  eighty-four  photographs  of  the  sun  were 
taken. 

On  11  days  there  were  no  sun  spots. 

Observations  for  time  were  taken  daily,  when  the  weather 
permitted,  and  the  time-ball  was  dropped  three  times  a  week. 

On  the  13th  of  April  a  considerable  increase  in  the  intensity 
of  the  fore  and  after  glows  occurred,  and  it  continued  more  or 
less  for  four  months. 

XXII. — Legislation. 

Sixteen  Ordinances  were  passed  in  1885,  the  most  important  of 
which  are : — 

No.  21. — ^To  make  provision  with  regard  to  the  destruction  of 
cuscuta  creeper. 
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No.   23. — To  secure  provisionally  the  status  of  French   mail    Maubithjs. 
steamers  at  the  ports  of  Mauritius  and  its  dependencies.  — 

No.  25.— To  amend  the  provisions  of  Ordinance  No.  10  of  1881 
■with  regard  to  the  acquisition  of  knd  by  the  Government. 

No.  26. — To  give  to  magistrates  the  power  of  awarding  penalties 
less  than  the  minimum  penalties  fixed  by  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1869 
''  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  Laws  on  Games." 

No.  27. — To  abolish  imprisonment  for  costs  in  criminal  matters. 

No.  28. — To  provide  for  the  discipline  of  the  police  force  in  the 
Island  of  Diego  Qarcia. 

No.  30. — ^10  make  further  provision  concerning  explosive 
substances. 

No.  32. — To  authorise  the  removal  of  water  from  Mare  aux 
Vacoas  for  public  purposes. 

No.  33.— To  authorise  the  incorporation  of  the  Mauritius 
Soci^t^  d'Agriculture. 

No.  34. — To  make  provision  for  granting  pensions  to  widows 
and  children  of  deceased  public  officers  of  tnis  Colony. 

No.  36. — ^To  provide  for  the  management  of  the  Civil  Hospital 
of  Port  Louis. 


XXIII. — Dependencies. 

(a.)  Seychelles  and  Rodrigues. 

The  Seychelles  Blue  Book  and  the  Beport  of  the  Chief  Civil 
Commissioner  of  Bodrigues  for  1885  are  herewith  submitted; 

(b.)  Minor  Dependencies. 

The  magistrate  for  the  lesser  dependencies  visited  the  following 
Islands  during  the  year  1886 : — 

(1.)  Agalega. 
(2.)  Coetivy. 

A  police  officer,  vested  with  magisterial  powers,  and  a  staff  of 
six  constables,  were  sent  to  Di^go  Garcia,  where  coal  dep6ts  had 
been  established  by  two  steamships  companies  trading  between 
]£ngland  and  Australia. 

To  recoup  the  cost  of  the  establishment,  a  duty  of  six  cents  of 
a  rupee  per  ton  was  levied  on  the  ships  that  arrived  at  Di^o 
Garcia.  Her  Majesty's  ships  and  foreign  men-of-war  were 
exeinpted  from  the  charge.  The  revenue  so  collected  was 
insufficient  to  cover  the  expenditure. 

H.  N.  D.  Bbtt8, 
Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
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Maubitius. 
rodbiquss. 


Na8. 

Report  on  thb  Island  of  Bodrigues  for  the 
Year  1885. 

dvil  Commiseioner'B  OflSce,  Kodrigues, 
Sir,  May  30,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  herewith  my  report 
on  the  Island  of  Bodrigues  for  the  year  1885. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  Bougherat, 

Acting  Civil  Commissioner 
llie  Hon.  the  and  Police  Magistrate; 

Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Colonial  Secretary,  Mauritius. 


I. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  1885  amounted  to  Bs.  6,580.3,  show* 
ing  a  decrease  of  the  sum  of  Bs.  2,114.71  in  comparison  with  the 
previous  year. 

Receipts  for  past  Two  Years. 


No. 

Heads  of  Receipts. 

1884. 

1885. 

Rs.      c. 

Rs.      c. 

1 

Land  sales  and  forest  produce   -           .           - 

205    48 

183     60 

2 

Miscellaneous  (indnding  Costoms) 

1,947     39 

491     71 

8 

liand  rent          -        '  - 

1,186     75 

1,241     75 

4 

Pasturage          _           .           .           -           . 

1,919     25 

1,695    50 

5 

Registration  dues           .... 

12     50 

12     52 

6 

Licenses  (shop  and  game)         ... 

1,251     50 

1,095     00 

7 

Stamps  .--..- 

112     85 

96     40 

8 

Taxes  (horse  and  dog)  ^            -           •           . 

428     75 

521     25 

9 

Postage 

113     42 

160    77 

10 

Fines,  forfeitures,  and  fees  of  court 

592     82 

363    87 

11 

Fees  of  office     -           -           -           -           - 

9     50 

18     13 

12 

Sale  of  Government  propertj   -           -           - 

755     83 

569     78 

Id 

School  fees        ...           -          - 
Total         .... 

177     25 

143     25 

8,702     74 

6,588    03 

The  decrease  shown  in  the  aliove  table  is  accounted  for  as 
follows :  Mr.  James  Martin^  the  owner  of  a  large  herd  of  bullocks 
and  of  goats^  grazing  on  Crown  lands  here^  has  not  as  yet  paid 
the  taxes  due  for  pasturage^  amounting  to  Es.  492  or  thereabouts. 
As  regards  Item  1  (land  sales  and  forest  produce)  the  decrease  is 
to  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  several  persons  wanted  to  purdiase 
Crown  lands^  but  I  was  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
to  allow  these  matters  to  stand  over  until  his  intended  visit  at 
Bodrigues  this  year.  The  receipts  under  the  heading  licenses 
also  show  a  falling  off.    One  of  the  principal  traders  of  this  place 
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(Mr.  G.  Luochesi)  having  died  last  year^  his  shop  was  closed^  and 
the  license  was  not  renewed^  a  matter  of  Bs.  130.  There  is  also 
a  decrease  nnder  the  following  headings  :  stamps^  fines^  forfeitures, 
and  fees  of  court,  sale  of  Government  property,  and  school  fees. 
There  is  a  great  decrease  under  die  heading  miscellaneous  (includ- 
ing customs^  as  against  1884.  The  reason  is  that  in  1884^  on 
account  of  the  wreck  of  the  French  barque  "  Bretagne,"  a  great 
quantity  of  goods  was  sold  here  on  which  customs  duea  were  paid 
to  the  amount  of  Rs.  865. 

Items  3^  8,  9  and  11  of  the  above  table  show  an  increase  in 
favour  of  the  year  1885  as  against  the  year  1884. 

The  amount  shown  in  the  above  table  is  what  appears  in  my 
books  as  having  been  actually  receiyed  in  Bodrigues.  To  this, 
however,  must  be  added  a  much  larger  sum  (about  Us.  10,000) 
for  customs  dues  collected  in  Mauritius  on  goods  shipped  from 
here  to  this  Dependency.  The  exact  amount  I  cannot  as  yet 
state ;  the  Honourable  the  Auditor-General  will  be  able  to  furnish 
correct  information  about  it. 


MlUHlTlUS. 
BODRIQUBS. 


II. — ^Expenditure. 
There  has  been  a  decrease  of  Rs.  2,837.18  in  the  expenditure 
of  last  year  as  against  1884.* 


Expenditure  for  past  Two  Years. 

Ko. 

Heads  of  Expenditiire. 

1884 

1885. 

Bs. 

c. 

Bs.       c 

1 

O'Halloran)  on  leaTe,  drawing  half  salary      - 

8,816 

47 

.» 

3 

Acting  CiTil  Commissioner  and  police  magistrate. 

188 

31 

1,999     92 

8 

Postmaster        ..... 

120 

00 

120     00 

4 

GoTemment  medical  officer       ... 

1,999 

92 

1,999     92 

5 

1,999 

92 

833     80 

6 

Police  (including  forest  ranger) 

5,109 

89 

4,870     72 

7 

Schools' depar^ent      .... 

3,259 

92 

2,828     22 

8 

Hospital  servant            .... 

192 

00 

192     00 

9 

Scavengers       .            .           .           .           . 

288 

00 

306     85 

10 

Bent  to  Government  medical  officer 

600 

00 

600     00 

11 

„   to  Schools' employes          -           -           - 
„   Chiefofficer  of  police        ... 

860 

00 

873     00 

la 

35 

18 

13 

Meteorological  observer - 

183 

00 

182     50 

14 

School  cleaning .           -           -           -           - 

156 

00 

156     00 

15 

Clerical    assistance    to     Civil     Commissioner 

(including  Peon)        .... 
Taxation  of  Crown  witnesses     -           -           - 

260 

00 

440     00 

16 

7 

76 

179     48 

17 

Works  and  buildings,  including  sanitary 

1,146 

24 

740    03 

18 

Bepairs  to  boato  and  buildings,  and  purchaize  of 

sails,  &c.        .           .            -            -            - 

89 

51 

56     77 

19 

Prisoners' rations,  extra             ... 

2 

46 

17     12 

20 

Bations,  hospital  servant,  and  scavengers 

51 

12 

39    90 

SI 

Fees  to  usher  (Police  Court)     ... 

48 

75 

58    50 

22 

Vaccination  fees,  Government  medical  officer    - 

108 

00 

106     50 

*  A  mistake  crept  into  my  report  for  1884,  which  should  read  as  follows: — Item 
20  (heads  of  expen^ture),  Bs.  1,146.24,  instead  of  Bs.  391.62.  The  total  expenditure 
lor  1884  is  therefore  Bs.  23,826.80  instead  of  Bs.  23,072.18. 
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MjLuaixnis. 

RODRIQUES. 


No. 

Heads  of  Expenditure. 

1884. 

1885. 

Bs. 

c. 

Bs.     c 

23 

Maintenance  and  burial  of  sick  paupers  - 

20 

50 

— 

24 

Pension,    ex- police    constablei,    Morris     and 

Guillaume      -           -           -           •           - 

360 

46 

898    08 

25 

Arrears  of  pension,  ex-police  constable  Morris  - 

— 

244    28 

26 

Maintenance   and   passage,  crew  and   master 

"AnnArmytage"     .            -            -            - 

— 

865     89 

27 

Various  petty  payments  -           ... 

90 

51 

110    81 

28 

Purchases  for  Government  tug  boat "  Stella  "    - 

48 

26 

— 

29 

200 

00 

40    00 

30 

Hire  of  extra  boatmen   -           -            -           • 

22 

25 

88     75 

31 

Travelling  expenses,  Government  medical  offlcer 

204 

00 

214    00 

82 

Various  expenses  account "  Harmonie  " 

289 

50 

18    00 

33 

Wages  Government  farm  employ^,  and  sundry 

expenses        -           -           .           -           - 

1,330 

86 

— 

34 

Post  Office  money  orders          -           .           - 

950 

00 

712    27 

35 

Commission  on  sale  of  postage  labels    - 

6 

76 

— 

86 

Maintenance  allowance  forest  ranger,  special  duty 

15 

00 

— 

87 

Allowance  as  customs  officers     • 

70 

00 

~m^ 

38 

Sale  price  five  bags  beans  sold  by  S.  K.  G.  for 

Government  debtors  -           -           -           - 

54 

13 

— 

39 

Salaries  special  constables         .           .           . 

66 

40 

— . 

40 

Ho^tol    acoount  ord.    and  hospital  dieU  for 

patients,  &c.  -           -           -            -           - 

59 

21 

98    95 

41 

Purchase  of  rice  fbr  prisoners  and  paupers 

72 

00 

180    00 

42 

Hire  of  labourers  for  Mr.  Hobbs  (G.  L.  S.) 

— 

63     25 

48 

Passage  of  Mr.  Wallis  and  transport  of  fimiitare 

— 

50    00 

44 

Passage  and  maintenance  of  master  and  crew. 

"Success"     -           -           -           -           - 

— 

469     61 

45 

Beftmd  of  fine  D.  C.  No.  58  of  1884      - 

— 

50    00 

46 

Salary    acting    Government    medieal    officer, 

Dr.  H.  Portal             -            - 

— 

1,800    00 

47 

House  rent  for  same       .           -           -           - 

— 

60    00 

48 

Passage  Dr.  Mifsud  and  others  in  re  Begina  v. 

Barraut           -           -           .           -           - 

— 

300     00 

49 

Passage  of  Mrs.  Wallis  and  children  to  Mauritius 

.^ 

60     00 

50 

Salary,  Government  form  buildings  guardian     • 
Total          .... 

— 

120    00 

23,826 

78 

20,989     62 

The  above  table  does  not  include  payments  made  In  Mauritius 
or  in  England  on  account  of  this  Dependency. 

Items  26  and  44  show  a  total  sum  of  Rs.  1^335.50  paid  for  the 
maintenance  and  passage  to  Mauritius  of  the  crews  of  two  wrecked 
English  ships,  the  '*Ann  Armytage"  and  the  ''Success." 
The  amount  has  in  all  probability  been  refunded  by  the  Board  of 
Trade. 

Items  46  and  47  show  the  very  large  sum  of  Rs.  1,360  paid  to 
Dr.  Portal,  as  Acting  Government  Medical  Officer.  Dr.  Mifiud 
having  been  summoned  to  appear  as  a  witness  before  the  Court  of 
Assizes  in  re  Begina  v.  Barraut,  was  temporarily  replaced  by 
Dn  Portal,  who  was  paid  at  the  rate  of  Rs.  20  per  darj,  and 
received  besides  Bs.  30  per  mensem  as  house  rent. 
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Item  48  shows  a  sum  of  Rs.  300  paid  for  the  passage.,  to 
Mauritius  of  Dr.  Mi&ud  and  other  witnesses  summoned  in  the 
above  quoted  case. 

These  different  payments,  amounting  in  all  to  Rs.  2,995.50,  are, 
of  course,  very  unusual  occurrences,  and  had  it  not  been  for  them 
the  expenditure  of  this  Island  for  last  year  would  have  shown  a 
much  smaller  amount. 

The  payment  made  under  item  25  is  explained  as  follows  :  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  having  reconsidered  the  amount 
of  pension  to  which  Ex-police  Constable  Thomas  Morris  was 
entitled,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  he  should,  for  the  future, 
receive  a  higher  rate  of  pension  per  annum,  that  is,  Rs.  226.85 
instead,  of  170.47.  The  Civil  Commissioner  was  besides  directed 
to  pay  Morris  the  difference  between  the  two  rates  of  pension,  to 
begin  from  Ist  January  1881. 

Item  5  shows  only  a  sum  of  Rs.  833.30  as  having  been  pdd  to 
the  Roman  Catholic  priest  The  reverend  gentleman  left  Bod- 
rigues  in  June  last  year.  Since  that  time  I  do  not  know  if  he 
formed  part  of  the  Rodrigues  establishment  or  not 

Mr.  O'Halloran,  the  Civil  Commissioner  and  Police  Magistrate, 
has,  last  year,  been  on  leave  of  absence  on  half  pay,  which  he  drew 
in  England. 

III.— ^Administbation  op  Justice. 

Eighty-three  cases  were  tried  before  the  police  court  during 
last  year. 


MAUBirnrs. 
BoDRXomt. 


Before  what  Coart. 


I 

J25 


III 


I 


P<^oe  Court,  crimixial  side  - 
Do.  *       eiTil  side 
Do.         stipendiary  side 

Total 


53 
29 

1 


66 
29 

1 


52 
22 


83 


96 


74 


14 
7 

1 


22 


Que  case  of  attempt  at  murder  was  referred  to  the  Court  of 
Assizes — Begina  v.  O.  Barraut» 

o   60132.  K 
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IV. — Education. 


HAUBimrt.        The  number  of  pupils  attending  the  Port  Mathnrin  and  Ghibriel 
BomouBi.   •c'*^^  ^^^  ^^  *^^  years  is  as  follows : — 


Fart  Mathurin  School 

Year. 

ATenge 
No.  on  fiolL 

ATenge 
AttendftDce. 

Fer-oentage  of 

Attendance 

onBolL 

1384       -           -           -           - 
1333       -           -           -           - 

81 
78 

63 
57 

78  per  cent. 
78        „ 

Oabriel  School 


Tear. 

ATerace 
No.  on  Boll. 

Average 
Attendanoe. 

Per-^sentase  of 

Attendance 

onBolL 

1334       .... 
1333       •           -           •           - 

78 
65 

58 
51 

80  per  cent. 
^8      „ 

Coit  of  Port  Mathurin  School  durinff  past  T\oo  Years. 


Particolara. 

1834. 

1885. 

fialarj  of  teacher  and  sewing  miitress 
Honaerent    -           .           -           -           - 
Allowance  in   Hen   of  aenrant  for   school 
cleaniDg 

Bs.      c. 

1,959    96 

860    00 

96    00 

Bs.      c. 

1,709    92 

873    00 

96    00 

Total  -          -          -          . 

M15    96 
170    95 

3,173    93 
143    85 

Total  coat  of  school    - 

3^5    01 

8,036    67 

Cost  of  Gabriel  School  durinff  p€ut  Two  Years. 


Partionlars. 

1884. 

1885. 

Salary  of  teacher  and  sewing  mistress 
Allowance  for  school  cleaning  in  lien  of 
tant 

ser- 

Bs. 
1,899 

60 

c. 
96 

00 

Bs.*     c 
1,178    30 

60    00 

Total  . 
Lcaa  adiool  Ibes  receiTcd      - 

1,859 
6 

96 
50 

1,838    80 
1     00 

Total  cost  of  school     - 

1,853 

46 

1,837    30 
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Since  the  month  af  June  of  last  year  Mr.  and  Mrs.  A^mbroisine, 
Government  teacher  and  sewing  mistress.  Port  Matharin,  haye 
left  the  Island  and  have  been  replaced  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ternel, 
from  the  Qabriel  School ;  Mr.  Ternel  remaining  on  the  same  scale 
of  salary  at  a  maximum  of  Bs.  1200.  Mr.  Ternel  received  his 
increment  of  Bs.  100,  which  brought  his  pay  up  to  Bs.  1,100 
per  annum  last  year. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ternel  have  been  replaced  at  the  Grabriel  Oovem- 
ment  School  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armand.  The  salary  of  Mr.  Arm- 
and  is  Bs.  720  per  annum^  half  of  which  is  paid  here  and  half  in 
Mauritius.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Armand  are  on  the  Bodrigues  esta- 
blishment since  March  of  last  year.  Mrs.  Armand  receives 
Bs.  360  per  annum.  Mr.  Ambroisine  received  his  increment  of 
Bs.  100  last  year,  bringbg  his  salary  up  to  Bs.  1,700  per 'annum. 


MAOBinus. 
BonaxoCTs* 


v.— Post  OfficB' 


Particulars. 

18S4. 

1886. 

1.  Unpaid  letters      .          .          .           . 

9.  Sale  of  postage  labels 

S.  Commissioii  on  money  orders 

Bs.     c. 
S    96 

90    49 

SO    ly 

Bs.     0. 
7    99 

86    6S 

67    88 

Total       - 

118    62 

160    77 

Showing  an  increase  under  two  of  the  above  headings  ^ nd  a 
slight  decrease  on  the  remaining  one. 


Money  Orden  in  1884  and  1886. 


Ftortioolars. 

1884. 

1886. 

Drawn  on  Haoritias            ... 
n       Bodrigues 

Bs.      c. 
5,452    84 

950    00 

Bs.      c. 
19,176    64 

712     27 

Showing  an  increase  of  Bs.  13,724.20  on  the  amount  of  money 
orders  drawn  on  Mauritius  in  1885,  as  compared  with  the  previous 
yearj  and  a  decrease  of  Bs.  237.73  on  the  amount  of  money  orders 
drawn  on  Bodrigues  in  1886  as  against  1884. 

K  2 
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Letters  and  Newspapers  despatched  and  received^ 


Eeceiyed.      . 

Despatched. 

Letten. 

Newspi^rs. 

Letters. 

1 

Tetr. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

1 

3 

s 

H 

»-• 

s 

& 

s 

H 

$S 

1884    . 

849 

52 

901 

663 

54 

716 

935 

87 

962 

8 

188fi     . 

785 

18 

758 

226 

58 

279 

_ 

927 

22 

949 

ITil 

VI. — Public  Works. 

Sundry  repairs  to  Government  properties  were  executed  last 
year,  the  most  important  being  the  repairing  gf  the  premises  used 
as  Cusroms  House  and  Government  Boat  Shed^  which  were  in  a 
decayed  state. 

Since  last  year  Government  has  decided  upon  building  a  new 
bridge  across  the  Port  Mathuriu  Biver^  at  the  south-west  ex- 
tremity of  the  village^  the  old  one  being  in  a  very  bad  state.  The 
structure  of  tlie  bridge  is  to  be  prepared  at  the  Public  Works 
Department,  Mauritius^  and  will  be  sent  ready  to  be  fitted  up 
here. 

A  sum  of  Rs.  740.03  has  been  expended  last  year  on  vrorks 
and  buildings  and  repairs  (^including  sanitary),  as  against 
Be.  19146.24*  in  the  previous  year,  or  a  decrease  of  Bs.  406.21. 

VII. — Population. 

The  population  of  this  Island  on  the  3l8t  December  1884 
consisted  of  1,636  souls,  and  on  the  Slst  December  1885  of  1,687 
souls^  showing  an  increase  of  61  souls. 

Population  on  3l8t  December  1884    -  -     1,636 

Births  in  the  year  1885  -  -    94 

Arrivals  in  1885        -  •  -     51 


Less  deaths  in  1885 
Departures 


Increase  in  1885 


—  145 
29 

65 

—  94 


51 


1,687 


There  were  7  marriages  in  1885  against  19  in  1884. 
Still-births  nil  in  1885  against  1  m  1884. 

*  InstMd  of  Bf.  891,62.     Vide  footnote,  p.  148, 
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Total  of  Births,  Deaths,  ^c.  during  past  two  Years. 


Births. 

Deaths. 

AniTals. 

Departures* 

Tetf. 

1 

PE| 

1 

1 

Females. 
TotaL 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1884 
1885 

46 
46 

45 
48 

91 
04 

14 
16 

15 
18 

39 
S9 

88 
42 

5 

9 

48 
51 

58 
5S 

19 
18 

70 
65 

Classification  of  Population,  1884  and  188d« 


General  Populatioii. 

Indian  Popnlation. 

Total. 

Year. 

1 

£ 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Grand 
TotaL 

1884 
1885 

898 
994 

715 
746 

1,618 
1,670 

90 
14 

8 

8 

98 
17 

918 
988 

718 
749 

1,686 
1,687 

Mitfsinus* 


Class^ation  of  Nationalities, 


1884. 

1885. 

Natires  of  America   • 

1 

1 

„       Africa       • 

8 

8 

„       Bnrope     - 

20 

4 

„       India        . 

95 

17 

„       Kadsnacar 

45 

41 

„       Maoritias. 

906 

909 

„       lUnmon    - 

9 

9 

1,       Bodrigoes 

1,899 

1,898 

„       Seychelles 

6 

6 

„       Siam        . 

- 

• 

1 

1 

Total 

1,686 

1,687 
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CalUfiff, 

BonmoM.     - 

Employed  in  agriculture 

.     880 

„        in  commeroe 

7 

,,        as  artisans 

*    -      13 

,,        as  Government  servants  - 

.      18 

^        in  fisheries 

.    150 

Other  calHnffs          ... 
Unemployed            -           -           . 

-    130 

.    489 

Total 


1,687 


The  latter  comprising  womeiii  children,  and  persons  of  which 
last  eleven  are  paupers. 

VIII. — Legislatiok. 

The  following  Ordinance  was  passed  in  Council  on  the  24th 
March  1885. 

Ordinance  20  of  1884-1885.— To  provide  for  the  functions  of 
the  Police  Magistrate  of  the  Island  of  Bodrigues  in  case  of  the 
death,  incapacity,  removal,  or  absence  from  £at  Dependency  of 
the  said  officer. 

IX.— Prisons  and  Police. 

IXs  Excellency  the  Governor  has  notified  to  the  Civil  Commis- 
sioner that  he  approved  of  the  views  of  this  latter  on  the  question 
of  the  expediency  of  building  new  and  suitable  prisons  at  Port 
Mathurin  for  the  accommodation  of  male  and  female  prisoners, 
the  present  ones  being  worthless  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  besides 
having  no  female  ward. 

One  prisoner  escaped  last  year,  but  was  subsequently  arrested. 

As  usual,  the  police  did  duty  as  prison  guards. 

Mr.  James  Wallis,  Chief  police  Officer,  Rodrigues,  has  been 
transferred  to  Mauritius. 


X. — ^Establishment. 
Coit  of  Establishment  for  past  two  Ye  rs. 


Tmt. 

Salaries. 

Allowances. 

Total. 

1SS4         •           •           • 
1885         -            -            - 

Bs.       c. 
16,969    48 

12,650    98 

Bs.      c. 
1,594    45 

1,751    50 

Rs.        0. 
18,568    88 

14,409    48 

Showing  a  decrease  of  Re.  4|l^li46  as  agabst  1884. 
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XL— Tbadb. 
Estimated  value  of  Importt  and  Exports  far  the  past  two  Years. 


Tear. 

Imports. 

Expofti. 

1884 

1885           ..           -           - 

• 

Bs.    To. 
58,908    50 

88,808    00 

Bt.     0. 
98,784    00 

106,116    00 

There  is  aa  increase  of  Bs.  23,405.50  in  the  value  of  the  im- 
ports,  and  of  Rs.  12^382  on  that  of  the  exports  of  last  year,  in 
comparison  with  the  previous  year. 


XII. — GOYEBNMBNT  HOSPITAL  AND  DiSPENSABT. 
Table  showing  number  of  Patients  treated  during  1884  and  1885. 


InPktientf. 

•8 

P 

1 

Year. 

i 

1 

1 

PrevailiDff 
Diseases  among  Patients. 

1884  - 

1885  . 

15 
19 

8 
4 

17 

• 

S8 

721 

841 

788 

864 

Pneumonia,  leprosy,  enteritis,  tn- 
bercalosis,  diarrhcsa,  cramps,  d jsen- 

heart,  yenereal,  hernia,  gripe,  ferer, 
wotmd,  orchitis,  old  age  and 
hflspatitis. 

liAinttifiNi* 


Receipts  and  Expenditure  of  Hospital  and  Dispensary  for 
1884  and  1885. 


Year. 

Beoeipts 

on  aoooont  of 

In-Patients. 

Total  of 
Expenditure 
on  account  of 

HospitaL 

Cost  of 
Hospital  and 

6]3nsiTeof 
Medicines. 

1884  -           -           - 

1885  -            .           - 

Bs.      c. 
54    00 

58    50 

Bs.      c. 
8,888    78 

4,488     67 

Bs.      c 
8,878    78 

4,480    17 
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The  above  table  shows  an  increase  of  Bs.  1^151.44  in  the  amount 
of  expenditure  of  hospital  for  the  jear  1885  compared  with  1884. 
Bapamnw*  This  is  due  to  the  fact,  already  explained,  of  another  Government 
"""*'  medical  oflScial  (Dr.  Portal)  having  been  sent  here  to  replace 
Dr.  Mifsud  during  the  absence  of  this  latter,  who  had  been  sum- 
moned as  B  witness  before  the  Court  of  Assizes  in  re  Reg.  v. 
Barrant.  Dr.  Portal  drew  Bs.  20  per  day,  plus  Rs.  30  per  month 
for  house  rent.  The  total  sum  drawn  by  him  amounted  to 
Rs.  1,360. 

A  sum  of  Bs.  360  is  paid  in  Mauritius  for  the  rent  of  a  house 
used  as  hospital. 

Total  cost  to  Qovemment  of  each  patient  both  in  hospital  and 
at  dispensary  for  past  two  years : —  * 

Rs.    c. 

1884 4    44 

1885 5     66 

XH. — Meteorological  Observations. 

At  the  beginning  of  March  1885  the  barometer  went  down 
very  low.  To  all  appearances  a  hurricane  was  approaching  the 
Island.  Very  fortunately  the  cyclone  passed  at  a  safe  distance,  and 
we  escaped  its  unwished  for  visit. 

In  the  beginning  of  May  we  experienced  a  very  strong  raz«de* 
mar^e. 

Mr.  James  Wallis,  Chief  Police  Officer,  who,  for  a  number 
of  years,  had  occupied  the  post  of  Meteorological  Observer,  was 
transferred  to  Mauritius  last  year,  and  temporarily  replaced  by 
Police  Serjeant  Aston.  The  observations  made  by  them  have  been 
duly  transmitted  to  Dr.  Meldrum. 

Xn. — Shipwrecks  and  Distbessed  Seamen. 

On  the  13th  March  last  year,  the  master  and  crew  of  the 
British  barque  *'  Ann  Army tage,"  15  men  in  all,  arrived  here  in 
two  boats.  The  ship  had  been  abandoned  by  them  eight  days 
before,  about  300  miles  to  the  north  of  Bodrigues;  she  was 
then  in  a  sinking  condition  from  the  eifects  of  bad  weather. 
The  master  (Captain  Dunsford),  the  officers  and  crew  were 
furnished  with  board  and  lodging.  After  a  stay  of  40  days  they 
were  despatched  to  Mauritius  on  board  the  British  luggeic 
•'  Martigaou." 

On  the  6th  May  following  the  British  schooner  ''Success," 
while  laying  at  anchor  in  Port  Mathurin  harbour,  was  driven 
ashore  by  the  strength  of  an  unusually  powei-ful  ''  raz-de-mar^e.'^ 
She  waa  totally  lost,  and  accordingly  had  to  be  abandoned.  Her 
distressed  crew  was  furnished  with  board  and  lodging  at  the 
cheapest  rates  to  be  had  here,  and  was  despatched  to  Mauritius 
by  the  first  opportunity  which  presented  iteelE  The  costs  of 
maintenance  and  passage  to  Mauritius  of  the  crew  of  the  two 
above-named  vessels  amounted  to  Bs.  1,335.60. 
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XIV. — Port  Mathurin  Harbour. 

The  Council  of  Government  in  Mauritius  has  voted  the 
necessary  funds  for  providing  Port  Mathurin  harbour  with  anchors 
and  an  anchor  lighter. 


XV. 

H.M.  Ship  ^  Bacchante/'  with  Admiral  Sir  Frederick  Richards 
on  board  visited  this  Island  in  September  of  last  year. 


XVI. — GtoVERNMENT  SOHOONBR  **  HaRMONIE." 

The  **  Harmonic  "  made  only  one  trip  last  year.  She  carried  to 
Mauritius  the  remainder  of  the  teak  wood  bought  here  by  Govern- 
ment. I  understand  that  she  has  since  been  condemned  as  unsea- 
worthy.  This  is  to  be  regretted  in  this  sense,  that  there  was  good 
accommodation  for  passengers  on  board  of  that  vessel.  I  am 
afraid  that  the  same  will  not  be  found  on  board  the  small  luggers 
which  ply  between  Mauritius  and  this  place. 

XVII. — Sundry  Remarks. 

There  were  no  droughts  last  year.  The  crops  were  good,  and 
I  am  happy  to  report  that  there  was  no  scarcity  of  food  among  the 
inhabitants. 

At  the  close  of  my  report  for  the  year  1884,  I  pointed  out  the 
total  lack  of  anything  like  good  roads  here,  as  being  unworthy 
of  a  civilized  country.  I  can  but  repeat  it  again.  Another  great 
misfortune  is  that  regular  communications  between  this  place  and 
Mauritius  do  not  exist.  During  the  bad  season,  that  is,  from  De- 
cember to  April,  Rodrigues  is  literally  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the 
civilisEed  world.  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  Home  Government  will 
do  something  in  the  way  of  changing  this  state  of  aifairs. 

I  am  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  moment  when  his  Excellency 
the  Governor  will  pay  his  intended  visit  to  this  Dependency.  He 
will  then  be  able  to  see  and  to  judge  for  himself.  His  visit,  which 
wiU  be  the  great  event  of  this  year,  will  no  doubt  be  fruitful  in 
improvements  of  all  sorts  regarding  the  welfare  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  Island. 

A.  Boucherat, 

Acting  Civil  Commissioner 
Civil  Commissioner's  Office,  and  Police  Magistrate. 

Bodrigues,  31st  May  1886. 


BOBBZOITES. 
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s»TCHBtLB8.    Rbpobt  of  THE  AcTiNG  Chiep  Civil  Gommissioneb  on  the 
Seychelles  Blue  Book  fob  the  Year  1885. 

The  receipts  for  the  year  1885  amounted  to  Rs.  1435829^89 
against  Rs.  130,047.74  in  1884,  and  the  expenditure  to 
Rs.  126,297.01  against  Rs.  145,774.85  in  1884. 

The  revenue  of  1885  was  estimated  at  Rs.  138,850,  and  the 
expenditure  at  Rs.  124,885. 

Imposts  and  Ex:pobts. 
The  value  of  imports  and  exports  was :— 


1884. 

1885. 

Imports - 
Specie    - 

Total       - 
Total 

• 

Bs. 

401,508 

27,097 

C 

56 
00 

Bs.         c. 
428,428    87 

66,500    00 

428,605 

56 

489,928    87 

Exports* 
Specie    • 

370,593 
21,582 

25 

00 

305,323    67 
9,423     00 

892,175 

25 

314,746     67 

Shipping. 
Sixty-seven  vessels  have  entered  Port  Victoria  in  1885,  includ- 
ing mail  steamers,  with  an  aggregate  of  134,458  tons,  as  follows : — 

Tons. 
8  men  of  war      -  -  -        19,087 

26  mail  steamers   -  -  -       102,506 

33  merchant  vessels  -  -        12,866 


Total  67  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  of    -    134,458 


against  74  vessels  with  an  aggregate  of  125,751  tons  in  1884. 

Of  the  men-of-war,  2  are  English, 
4     „    French, 
1     „   Austrian, 
1    „    Portuguese 

Total   8 
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Population  and  Vital  Statistics.  MjjmmoB. 

The  last  census  taken  was  in  1881,  and  the  population,  as    SBTcratuw. 
shown  by  the  returns  of  that  oensus,  was  14,081 ;  7,179  males 
and  6,902  females. 

Mahi  Ward. 

The  birth-rate  per  thousand  was  3616  against  36*32  in  1884. 
The  per-centage  of  still-births  was  2*25  against  1*55  in  1884. 
The  death-rate  was. 1600  against  18*45  in  1884. 
The  number  of  marriages  was  198  in  1885  against  233  in  1884. 


ProiUn  Ward. 

The  birth-rate  per  thousand  was  36*00  against  34*50  in  1884. 
The  per-oentage  of  still-births  was  2*00  agunst  3*50  in  1884. 
The  death-rate  was  16*50  against  16|00  in  1884 
There  were  55  marriages  against  24  in  1884. 

Education. 

There  were  21  primary  schools,  attended  by  1,742  children, 
supported  by  Goremment  grants-in-aid,  against  20  schools, 
attended  by  1,620  children,  in  1884,  as  follows  : — 


Roman  CathoKe  Mission. 

There  were  in  1885  13  schools  with  1,402  pupils  against  12 
and  1,253  pupils  in  1884. 


Church  of  England. 

There  were  8  schools  with  293  pupils  in  1885,  against  8  schools 
and  367  pupUs  in  1884,  including  those  of  the  Church  Missionary 
Society's  school,  who  are  not  included  in  the  293  pupils  of  1886. 

Church  Missionary  Society. 

There  was  1  school  with  47  pupils  against  1  with  69  pupils  in 
1884. 

The  number  of  children  attending  grant-in-aid  schools  in  1885 
was  1,742,  against  1,628  in  1884,  i.e.,  122  orer  that  of  1884,  or  an 
increase  of  7%  per  cent    The  same  amount  as  in  1884  was  voted 
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for  grants-in-aid  in  1885,  viz.,  Bs.  6,000,  which  was  apportioned  as 
follows,  viz. : — 


Roman  Catholic  Mission 
Church  of  England   - 
Church  Missionary  Society    - 

Total. 


Ks.  c 

4,543  02 

1,225  35 

231  63 

6,000  00 


There  are  a  few  private  schools  attended  by  youngr  children,  and 
none  where  the  advantage  of  higher  education  can  be  obtained. 

Judicial  Statistics. 
Criminal  Jurisdiction. 

The  total  number  of  criminal*  cases  entered  during  1885  was 
425  against  518  in  1884  ;  and  322  persons  were  convicted  against 
493  in  1884. 

There  were  no  appeals  or  writs  of  certiorari  during  the  year 
1885,  and  there  were  none  in  1884. 

Civil  Jurisdiction. 

The  total  number  of  civil  cases  entered  during  1886  was  153 
against  106  in  1884.  There  were  15  remanets  from  1884.  Total 
number  of  cases  on  cause  list  168,  of  which  155  heard  in  1885 
and  13  remained  to  be  heard  in  1886.  One  appeal  was  entered 
aifainst  a  judgment  delivered  in  1885,  and  it  was  dismissed,  against 
nine  appeals  in  1884,  of  which  two  were  compromised,  five  were 
dismissed,  one  successful,  and  one  partly  successful. 

Stipendiary  Jurisdiction, 

There  were  106  cases  entered  before  the  Stipendiary  Court  in 
1885,  as  against  90  in  1884;  there  were  130  persons  charged 
against  103  in  1884;  93  were  sentenced  in  1886,  as  against  82  in 
1884;  and  37  acquitted  as  against  21  in  1884.  The  following  is 
a  comparative  statement  of  persons  prosecuted  and  convicted  in 
1884  and  1885. 

There  were  no  appeals  or  writs  oF  certiorari  in  1885,  as  in  1884« 


Engagements  and 

Discharges* 

• 

18S4. 

18S5. 

•          •          •          - 

70 

90 

As  labourers 

- 

61 

47 

Asflerrants 

. 

9 

14 

Disohsiget    - 

-         -         -          - 

ss 

■ 

90 

Digitized  by 


Google 


BEB  MAJBSTT'S  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  157 

Gaols.  Maurixius. 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-nine  persons  were  committed  to  gaol    Sstohxxxbs. 
in  1886,  against  319  in  1884.  

There  were  12  persons  sentencid  to  one  year  or  more  against 
20  in  1884,  and  121  persons  sentenced  to  less  than  one  year 
against  299  in  1884. 

There  was  one  charge  of  murder  committed  for  trial  at  the 
aseizes  (the  charge  was  reduced  by  the  honourable  the  Frocureur 
General  to  one  of  manslaughter),  against  two  cases  of  murder  in 
1884. 

There  were  21  prisoners  admitted  into  hospital  in  1885  against 
10  in  1884. 

There  was  one  death  among  the  prisoners  in  1885,  and  none  in 
1884. 

Ecclesiastical. 

The  number  of  adherents  of  the  two  churches  supported  by  the 
Government  in  Seychelles^  is  not  shown  separately  from  those  of 
the  other  dependencies  in  the  returns  of  the  census  taken  in 
1881. 

The  following  number  of  ^ministers  were  employed  in  1 885, 
Tiz. : — 

Roman  Catholic  Church. 

Bishop           -             -             -            -  -  1 

Lay  Brothers  Capucins          -             -  -  4 

Lay  Brothers  Marists             -            «  -  5 

Sisters  of  St  Joseph  de  Cluny            -  -  20 

Total        30 

against  45  in  1884. 

Church  of  England. 

Civil  Chaplain  -  -  -  -       i 

Minister  Praslin  Ward  -  -  -       1 

Evangelists  and  Catecbists  -  -     11 

Total         13 
against  12  in  1884*  ^ 

Churches  and  Chapels. 

Roman  Catholic. 

Churches  (permanent)  -  -  .3 

Churches  (temporary)  -  -  -  -    5 

Chapels  -  -  -  -  -    3 

Total        16 
against  16  in  1884.  ~ 
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Church  of  England. 

Churches        .  -  - 

Chapels  (used  also  as  schools)  - 


-  3 

-  7 

Total        IQ 


against  11  in  1884. 

The  expenses  incurred  by  the  Qovemment  in  1886  for  the 
Ecclesiastical  establishments  were  Rs.  8,749.92  against  Bs. 
8,749.92  in  1884,  and  the  amount  voted  in  the  estimates  for  1886 
was  the  same  as  in  1884,  viz. : 


Church  01  jLnglana 
Roman  Catholic  Church 


Rfl. 

-  3,760 

-  6,000 

8,760 


Hospitals. 

The  number  of  persons  treated  in  the  Civil  Hospital  in  1886 
was  107  against  148  in  1884,  as  follows: — 


Frifoners 
Frying  penont 


Total 


Of  these  107  persons — 

63  were  discharged  as  cured. 
19    „  „  „  relived. 

2     „  9,  „unrelieyed. 

12  died. 
11  remained  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Total  107 
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There   were    in  1885   268  persons  vaccinated  at  the   Public    MAURinut. 
Hospital^  and  46  at  the  outlying  stations.  SmrmatMB 

D1SPEN6ABY. 

The  number  of  persona  who  applied  for  medicines^  &c.,  at  the 
Public  Dispensary  is  7,648  in  1885^  against  6^894  in  1884. 


Public  Works  Department. 
The  following  works  have  been  performed  last  year : — 

General  Repairs. 

The  old  Court  House  has  been  raised  10  feet  from  the  ground^ 
and  placed  on  solid  masonry  walls  and  re-shingled.  A  cell  has 
been  re-consiructed  and  made  new  in  the  prison  yard.  It 
measures  15  feet  by  12  feet. 

A  shed  60  feet  by  13  feet  has  been  constructed,  and  is  now  used 
for  the  workshop  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 

Diflerent  repairs  of  more  or  less  importance  have  been  made 
to  the  Public  Hospital  and  other  public  buildings. 

Liffhthause,  Denis  Island, 
The  repairs  completed  this  year  were  begun  in  1885. 

Port  Department. 

The  outer  buoy  has  been  removed  and  a  new  one  has  been 
made  in  teak,  measuring  8  feet  square  and  put  in  place.  The 
light  placed  on  this  buoy  on  the  arrival  of  the  mail  steamers  is 
10  feet  above  sea-level  and  there  is  also  a  bell  on  the  top  of  the 
buoy  as  a  signal  when  the  buoy  is  not  lighted. 

Three  boats  have  been  repaired. 


Roads  and  Bridges, 

Some  important  repairs  have  been  made  to  the  old  roads  and 
2,620  feet  of  new  roads  have  been  made. 

Twenty-two  bridges  have  been  repaired,  19  have  been  pulled 
down  and  re-constructed  and  12  new  ones  have  been  built. 

Nine  '^chauss^"  have  been  constructed  and  two  new  drain- 
ingB  made  in  masonry. 
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Maubitiu8«  Survey  Branch. 

'       A  plot  of  ground  at  "  L'Enforcement  de  la  Grand'  Anse"  has 

been  surveyed  in  1885^  by  Mr.  Land  Surveyor  Butler^  appointed 
for  that  special  purpose. 


Woods  and  Forests  Department. 

The  forests  and  rivers  have  been  well  protected.  Last  year 
Mr.  Button,  the  Contfervator  of  Crown  Lands,  in  his  annual 
report,  states  that  he  has  planted  20,000  seeds  of  **  Takamaka,  '* 
**  Bois  de  table,"  and  **  Capucin,"  in  the  Government  forests. 

The  police  have  continued  throughout  the  year  1886  to  lict  as 
forest  rangers. 


Aoriculture. 

The  same  difficulties  with  regard  to  labour  as  were  reported  by 
me  last  year  have  continued  to  be  experienced  by  the  planters  in 
general  during  the  year  1885,  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  year  after 
year  it  will  become  more  and  more  difficult  to  procure  labourers 
under  written  contracts  of  service  on  estates.  There  were  61 
engagements  of  labourers  in  1884  and  only  47  in  1886.  Under 
the  head  of -*^  habitual  idleness  "  one  conviction  is  shown  in  1884 
against  16  in  1885.  Of  the 'Moafers,"  men  failing  to  produce 
their  papers,  there  were  29  convictions  in  1884  against  39  iu  1886. 

Cocoa  nut  plantations  in  general  have  suffered  as  much  in  1886 
as  during  the  preceding  year  from  the  ravages  of  insects. 

Coffee  plantations  have  been  abandoned  almost  all  over  the 
Island,  as  it  has  not  been  found  possible  to  stamp  out  the  disease 
(leaf  disease). 

The  cultivation  of  nutmegs  has  progressed  but  little ;  the  seeds 
sent  out  from  Mauritius  have  been  planted  with  great  care,  but 
few  indeed  have  germinated. 

The  cultivation  of  vanilla  and  cacao  has  increased 

The  quantity  of  vanilla  exported  was,  however,  less  in  1885  than 
in  1884.  The  ezporu  of  cacao  in  1885  far  exceeded  those  of  1884. 
Most  of  cacao  plantations  are  as  yet  young,  and  only  few  of  them 
are  in  bearing. 

Legislation. 

The  following  regulations  were  passed  by  the  Board  of  GvH 
Commissioners  during  the  past  year. 
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No.  1  of  1886.— «' Estimates  for  1885"  passed  12.2.85. 

Na  2  of  1885. — *^  To  amend  and  consolidate  the  laws  concern- 
ing Quarantine  in  the  Seychelles  Islands "  passed  3rd  Decem- 
ber 1886  (not  yet  confirmed). 

Ordinance  No.  27  of  1884-85.—  «  To  abolish  imprisoiiment  for 
coats  in  Criminal  Matters/'  passedjSth  October  1886. 


BiAUBITZCi. 


Assets  and  I]<iabilities. 

The  following  statements  show  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  this 
Dependency  on  the  Slst  December  1884  and  31st  December  1885 
respectiyely  :— 


Statement  showing  the  Liabilities  and  Assets  of  the  Government 
of  Seychelles  on  Z\st  December  1884. 


LiXBIUTIXS. 

ASSSTS. 

Dae 

to     the     Manritios 
Qofonuiieot 

for  money  orders    • 

to  Dr.  Brooks    for 
arrears  of  poisioD 

Bs. 
73,588 
18,585 

5,114 

C. 
76 
05 

87 

In  the  Tanlt      • 
With  the  collector 
Balance  against  aaaeH 

Bs. 

-   10,500 

•     3,006 

1  -   90,661 

c 

00 
84 
•8 

» 

the    police    reward 
fond 

1,009 

02 

n 

liberated     Africans, 
wages  deposited  - 

2,129 

86 

n 

Caratelle,  amount  of 
deposits  - 

4,281 

70 

» 

mission  schools,  ar- 
rears of  grant     - 

Total  .           - 1 

600 

00 

Total - 

04,158 

26 

.  104,158 

26 

Audited. 


Jmie  10,  1886. 


(Signed) 


James  Bbodie^ 
Audit  Examiner. 


(Signed)        F.  Hodoul, 

Acting  Collector  of  Dues 
and  Taxes. 


0    50182. 
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Statement  shotmng  the  Liabilities  and  Assets  of  the  Government 
of  Seychelles  an  dlst  December  1885. 


LlABIUTIBS. 

Absbts. 

Bi. 

e. 

Bs. 

C. 

Dae 

to     the     MaoritiiiB 
Gk>veniinent 

80,888 

49 

Cash  on  hand  in  the  vault 
With  the  collector  - 

^   87,940 
-     4,085 

00 
00 

M 

for  money  orders 

16,947 

18 

Balance  against  assets 

.   64,108 

00 

n 

toDr^rookSyarrean 
of  penaioii 

2,045 

76 

*9 

to  the  police  reward 
ftmd 

745 

02 

l> 

to  liberated  Africans, 

S,1S9 

86 

$t 

Curatelle  amount  of 

Total-          .1 

8,887 

88 

Total  - 

06,188 

68 

-106,188 

68 

Audited. 

June  10^  1886. 

(Signed) 


(Signed)       James  Bbodie, 

Audit  Examiner. 

(Signed)        F.  Hodoul, 

Acting  Cbllector  of  Dues 
and  Taxes. 


Geo.  Hollieb  Gbiffiths,  ^ 
Acting  Chief  Civil  Commissioner. 

Goyemment  House^  Seychelles, 
11th  June  1886. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HER  MAJESTl^  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  163 


BAHAMAS.  BiHAiui. 


No.  10. 


Grovernor  H.  A.  Blake^  to  the  H^ht  Hoa  Sir 
H,  T.  Holland,  Babt.,  Q.C.M.G.,  M  J. 

Government  House,  Nassau^ 
Sib,  March  15,  1887. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  the  Blue  Book 
for  1886. 

2.  Before  giving  the  statistical  particulars  of  the  various 
subjects  of  which  the  Blue  Book  is  composed,  I  think  it  maj  be 
well  to  give  some  more  definite  idea- of  the  character  of  the  islands 
and  the  composition  of  the  soil  than  has  hitherto  been  attempted. 
For  the  scientific  information  I  am  indebted  to  the  labours  of 
Mr.  John  Gardiner,  B.Sc,  London,  Associate  of  Owens  College, 
Manchester,  a  gentleman  whose  services  I  engaged  for  two  years, 
in  connexion  with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  and  whose  labours 
have  resulted  in  valuable  reports  upon  our  soils  and  products. 

General  Description. 

3.  The  Bahamas  are  a  group  of  low  islands,  formed  of  coral, 
sand,  and  shells,  consolidated  into  rock  by  the  action  of  wind 
and  water.  The  rock  is  in  some  places  soft  and  friable,  in  others 
hard  and  flinty ;  but  its  chemical  composition  is  the  same  through- 
out. It  is  formed  by  the  action  of  rain  water  dissolving  lime  from 
the  upper  layers  of  blown  sand  and  shells,  and  binding  the  lower 
with  infiltrated  carbonate  of  lime. 


SoiU.— White. 

4.  There  are  three  distinctive  soils  of  the  Bahamas,  white, 
black,  and  red.  The  white  soil  is  composed  of  calcareous  sand, 
with  a  certain  proportior  of  organic  matter.  It  is  suitable,  when 
fertilisers  are  used,  for  the  growth  of  potatoes  and  other  vege- 
tables. 

Black  Soil 

'  5.  The  black  soil  is  mainly  vegetable  mould,  and  is  very  fertile. 
It  is  not  usually  deep,  except  in  '^  Banana  holes/'  or  cavities, 
occurring  everywhere  in  the  formation  of  these  islands,  in  which 
there  is  sometimes  considerable  accumulation. 

L  2 
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Bahamas.  Red  Soil, 


6.  The  red  earth  closely  resembles  that  of  the  Bermudas  in  its 
composition.  It  contains  a  large  proportion  of  oxide  of  iron.  It 
is  the  most  important  and  fertile  of  oor  soils,  and  in  it  the  pine- 
apples grow  best  It  occurs  in  patches,  larger  or  smaller,  m  all 
the  islands  of  the  group,  especially  in  Eleuthera  and  Cat  Islandi 
where  thousands  of  acres  of  the  red  soil  are  found.  I  have  seen  a 
layer  of  it  under  a  superincumbent  layer  of  the  solid  rock.  Its 
origin  is  not  known,  but  it  is  unlikely  that  it  has  been  upheaved 
from  the  bed  of  the  ocean,  for  no  red  soil  is  found  either  on  the 
banks  or  in  the  soundings  taken  in  the  surrounding  deep  sea. 
It  is  in  some  places  5  feet  deep,  in  others  a  thin  layer.  Where 
deep  deposits  are  found  there  are  no  stones  mixed  with  the  soil. 
I  have  bad  analyses  made  of  the  different  soils,  which  will  appear 
under  the  head  of  <'  Agriculture,  &c" 

General  description. 

7.  These  tables  give  a  fair  idea  of  the  soils,  but  to  one  seeking 
information  about  the  Colony  they  would  not  afford  sufficient 
guidance.  While  the  general  aspect  of  the  islands  is  the  same, 
there  are,  in  the  600  miles  through  which  the  islands  stretch, 
from  N.W.  to  S.E.,  great  diversity  of  conditions.  The  Great  and 
Little  Bahama  bax^  rise  very  abruptly  from  ocean  depths,  varying 
from  500  fathoms  to  the  westward  to  2,000  fathoms  on  the  eastern 
borders.  They  represent  an  irregular  oval  from  north-west  to 
south-east.  The  flat  banks  are  covered  by  from  2  to  4  fathoms, 
and  are  deeply  indented  by  the  narrow  ** Tongue  of  Ocean" 
piercing  the  bank  from  the  north  for  150  miles,  and  Kxuma 
Sound,  which  runs  parallel  with  the  *'  Tongue  of  Ocean,"  for 
100  miles,  but  with  its  entrance  from  the  south-east.  Each  of 
these  submarine  valleys  is  from  800  to  1,000  fathoms  deep.  The 
edges  of  the  banks,  which  form  about  2,100  miles  of  sea-coast, 
are  fringed  vnth  islands,  or  *'  cays,"  generally  on  the  eastward 
or  windward  edges,  varyincr  in  size  from  Andros,  100  miles  long 
by  20  to  40  miles  vride,  to  mere  rocks.  The  principal  fruit- 
growing islands  of  Abaco,  Cat  Island,  Eleuthera,  and  Long  Island 
are  long  strips  from  60  to  90  miles  in  length,  and  varying  in 
width  from  1^  to  6  miles.  The  banks  cover  an  area  of  about 
43,000  square  miles,  of  which  about  4,400  square  miles  are  over 
water.  Through  the  openings  in  this  fringe  of  cays  and  islands 
the  tide  flows  and  ebbs  with  a  speed  of  three  to  Ave  knota  The 
influence  of  the  ebb  and  flow  is  felt  for  a  considerable  distance, 
and,  added  to  other  local  currents  unexplained,  and  varying  in 
direction  and  velocity  with  changes  of  the  moon  and  seasons, 
makes  the  Bahama  banks  peculiarly  dangerous  to  mariners. 

8.  Separated  from  the  banks,  the  other  islands  of  the  Archi- 
pelago are  Watlings  (the  Guanahani  of  Columbus)  Bum  Cay, 
Conception,  Samana,  the  Crooked  island  group,  Mayaguana,  and 
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Great  and  Little  Inagua.     They  rise  abruptly  from  a  depth  of  over     Bahaius. 
2,600  fathoms^  thus    representing   the  flat  tops  of  precipitous 
mountains  12,000  feet  high. 

Landfall  of  ColumbuB. 

9.  It  may  be  of  interest,  now  that  the  fourth  centenary  of  the 
discovery  of  this  hemisphere  by  Columbus  approaches^  to  state,  in 
connexion  with  the  identity  of  Guanahani  or  San  Salvador^  a 
question  into  which  I  have  made  careful  investigation,  that  in  the 
second  Borgian  map,  published  by  Diego  Ribero  in  1529,  and  lent 
by  the  Pope  to  the  late  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition,  the  Island 
of  **  Guanahani/'  is  placed  in  the  relative  position  of  Watlings^ 
and  the  Long  Island  in  the  map  in  the  position  oi  Cat  Island^ 
which  is  claimed  by  Washington  Irving  as  San  Salvador,  is  named 
Cigato.  Bemembering  that  the  Spanish  "  Gato "  is  *'  Cat,"  I 
think  it  leaves  little  doubt  as  to  the  derivation  of  the  name  Cat 
Island. 

Lucayan  Remains. 

10.  I  have  found  but  few  traces  of  the  original  inhabitants. 
Some  curiously  carved  wooden  stools,  discovered  in  oave%  a 
small  quantity  of  fragments  of  rude  pottery  from  Andros,  a 
small ''  totem,''  or  breast  idol  from  Birnini^  and  specimens  of  stone 
hatchets  and  chisels  from  almost  every  island.  They  are  made  of 
hard  polished  grey  or  green  stone,  and  are  identical  in  material 
and  make  with  the  stone  ^'  celts  '*  found  in  Ireland. 

Difference  of  Flora.    Physique  of  People. 

11.  Although  the  formation,  soil,  and  climate  of  all  the  islands 
are  the  same,  there  is  a  certain  amount  of  difference  in  the  flora. 
In  Abaco,  Bahama,  Andros,  and  New.Providence  there  are  large 
tracts  of  pine  barren.  These  are  the  only  islands  on  which  pine 
forests  are  found.  Formerly  there  was  on  the  other  islands  some 
large  and  valuable  timber.  This  has  now  been  all  cut  away  to 
their  great  detriment,  as  the  rain&U  has  diminished.  The  islands 
originally  settled  by  loyalist  refugees  from  America  after  the 
War  of  Independence  were  Abaco,  Eleuthera,  and  Long  Island, 
and  that  the  cUmate  is  suitable  for  European  working  men  is  evident 
from  the  fine  physique  of  their  descendants,  which  is  equal  to  that 
of  the  working  populations  of  England  and  Ireland. 

Revenue, 

12.  The  net  revenue  collected  was  43,920/.  9*.  7d,  being  less 
by  1,545/.  14*.  7c/.  than  the  revenue  of  1885.  The  expenditure 
was  44,629/.  9^.  4d.,  or  133/.  2s.  2d.  lesff  than  the  expenditure  of 
1885. 
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Bamamaju  Decrease  explained. 

13.  The  decrease  of  the  revenue  is  due  partly  to  a  reduction  in 
tlie  import  of  provisions^  in  consequence  of  plentiful  food  crops  at 
home;  partly  to  a  contraction  of  business  during  the  present 
crisis,  when,  in  addition  to  the  depression  shared  by  other 
countries,  a  considerable  number  of  those  engaged  in  commerce 
are  paying  off  the  debts  contracted  to  the  late  public  bank,  while 
the  foreign  correspondents  are  inclined  to  reduce  the  amount  of 
their  credits  pending  the  final  settlement  of  the  home  difficulties. 
There  is  a  decrease  in  the  Post  Office  revenue  of  2257.  10^.  9d. 


Crown  Land  Revenue. 

14.  The  Crown  Land  revenue  has  for  some  years  been  steadily 
decreasing.  The  amount  realized  from  all  sources  was  but 
636?.  11*.  4rf.,  while  the  expenditure  was  l,025t  I6s,  9d.  There 
is  no  reason  why  this  fund  should  not  increase,  as  many  thousands 
of  acres  of  Crown  land  are  now  in  the  unauthorised  occupation  of 
squatters.  I  have  hopes  that  the  arrangements  made  by  me  for 
the  collection  of  the  money  due  by  these  people  will  effect  an 
appreciable  increase  of  the  Crown  land  revenue  for  the  current 
year.     The  balance  carried  over  to  credit  is  572/.  16*.  5rf. 


Salt  Pond  Revenue. 

16.  The  Salt  Pond  revenue,  including  the  balance  of  364i  19*.  3rf. 
at  the  beginning  of  1886,  was  456/.  8*.  llrf.,  and  the  expenditure 
66/.  8*.  3i    The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  fund  b  390/.  1*.  8rf. 

Widows*  and  Orphans*  Fund. 

16.  TheTVidows*  and  Orphans*  Fund,  which  began  the  year  with 
a  balance  of  7,071/.  8*.  Srf.  to  its  credit,  expended  3,087/.  16*.  5d. 
while  the  income  amounted  to  but  787/.  7*.  Sd  The  balance  to 
the  credit  of  the  fund  is  4,770/.  19*.  6d.  In  two  years  this  fund 
will  have  been  exhausted,  when  the  pensions  to  widows  and 
orphans,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  Colony  is  liable,  will  then 
become  a  charge  on  the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony. 

Post  Office  Savings  Bank. 

17.  The  Post  Office  Savings  Bank,  which  opened  in  February 
received  deposits  to  the  amount  of  3,020/.  Of  this  sum  2,000/ 
was  remitted  to  the  Crown  Agenis  for  investment,  379/.  6*.  6rf 
was  withdrawn,  and  640/.  13*.  6c/.  remains  for  transmission  to 
England  to  be  invested  in  accordance  with  the  regulations  framed 
under  the  Savings  Bank  Act. 
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Public  Debt  Babamjlm. 

18.  The  public  debt  is  SS,126l  Os.  2d.  It  is  in  debentures 
bearing  interest  at  4^  per  cent,  and  5  per  cent.  The  interest  on 
the  debt  is,  by  the  Colonial  Act  13th  Yict.  c.  6^  a  first  chaige 
upon  the  revenues  of  the  Colony. 


Legislature. 

19.  There  were  20  Acts  of  Legislature  passed,  of  which  the  most 
important  was  an  Act  for  Closing  the  Public  Bank,  an  institution 
that  had  been  in  existence  for  over  50  years^  at  an  aggregate  loss 
to  the  Colony  of  over  60,000/.  The  House  of  Assembly  consists 
of  29  members.  The  qualification  of  the  elector  is  that  he  shall 
be  21  years  of  age,  that  he  shall  have  resided  within  the  Colony 
for  12  months  previous  to  the  election,  and  that  he  has  been  for 
six  months  eitner  bon&  fide  owner  of  land  in  fee  simple  to  the 
value  of  51.  or  upwards,  or  has  been  for  that  time  a  housekeeper^ 
occupying  a  house  of  the  annual  value  of  21 8s.  in  New  ProvidenoCj 
or  in  an  out  island  of  11 4s.  The  qualification  of  the  representative 
is  that  he  be  a  bom  or  naturalized  British  subject^  who  has 
resided  in  the  Colony  for  12  months,  and  who  has  an  estate^  real 
or  personal,  to  the  value  of  200/.  The  Legislature  usually  meets 
in  February^  and  the  average  duration  of  the  session  is  six  weeks. 
The  number  of  voters  at  the  last  general  election  was  5,811* 


Legislative  Council. 

20.  The  Legislative  Council  consists  of  nine  members,  appointed 
by  the  Queen  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Governor. 


Population, 

21.  The  population  of  the  Colony  is  47^278.  No  distinction  is 
made  in  registering  the  white  and  coloured  population.  The 
males  and  females  are  almost  equally  divided.  There  is  an  average 
excess  of  750  births  over  deaths  annually. 


Savings  Banks,  ^c. 

22.  There  are  thirteen  (13)  branches  of  the  Post  Office  Savings 
Bank,  in  which  there  are  344  depositors.  There  are  22  firiendly 
societies,  with  a  membership  of  3,144.  These  societies  are  burial 
and  sick  societies,  and  are  of  material  benefit  to  the  people.  The 
number  of  paupers  in  the  Colon^i  ot^tside  the  New  Providence 
As^lum^  is  99, 
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Basavas.  Education 


23.  There  are  33  schools  established  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
The  total  expense  for  1886  being  2^30/.  188.  The  number  of 
flchdars  on  the  books  was  3^813.  Besides  the  Board  schools, 
grants  in  aid  amounting  to  127/.  were  made  to  10  schools  esta- 
blished in  smaller  villages^  the  number  of  whose  scholars  was  866. 
Adding  together  all  the  expenses  borne  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
the  cost  per  child  on  the  roster  was  13  s.  3d.  There  is  much 
difficulty  in  procuring  trained  teachers,  and  those  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  Board  are  much  below  the  average  British  teacher  in 
attainments.  Scattered  as  are  the  settlements  in  the  Colony,  but 
a  small  proportion  of  the  children  can  attend  school,  and  as  7  per 
cent  of  the  revenue  is  spent  on  education,  I  do  not  see  any  hope 
of  an  increased  grant  to  open  new  schools. 

Private  Schools. 

24.  Besides  the  Board  schools,  there  are  25  schools  established 
hy  the  Ohurch  of  England  in  places  where  no  public  school  exists. 
There  is  an  attendance  of  1,627  scholars.  There  are  also  in  the 
Colony  40  private  schools,  with  an  attendance  of  712. 

Newq)cp€rs. 

26.  There  are  two  newspapers  the  '^  Nassau  Guardian,^  with  a 
circulation  of  350,  and  the  '^  Nassau  Times/'  |wiih  a  circulation 
of  150, 

Exchange,  ^c. 

26,  The  rate  of  exchange  is  from  par  to  1  per  cent,  on  New  York, 
from  2  per  cent  to  3  per  cent  on  London.  Tte  currency  is 
British.  The  Bridsh  gold  coins  are,  however,  rapidly  withdrawn 
from  circulation  for  exchange  or  for  export  to  the  United  States, 
where  they  are  at  a  small  premium.  The  American  silver  dollar, 
half  dollar,  and  quarter  dollar  respectively  are  taken  here  at  4^., 
2«.,  and  Is.  sterling,  so  that  they  are  rapidlv  returned  to  the  United 
states,  where  they  fetch  a  premium  of  4  per  cent.  By  Her 
Majes^r's  Proclamation  of  19  February  1853  the  value  of  the 
United  States  gold  coin  was  fixed  as  follows  : — 

£  s.  d. 

The  double  eagle          -            -            -    4  2  0 

„    eacle         -            -            =            -    2  1  0 

„    half  eagle  -            -*            -            -     1  0  6 

„    quarter  eagle         -             -                  0  10  3 

„    gold  dollar             -            -            -    0  4  1 

But  these  coins  are  current  in  the  Colony  at  the  full  nomina. 
value/ 
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There  are  no  data  upon  which  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  the 
amonnt  of  coin  in  circulation.  There  is  no  paper  currency. 
Accoonts  are  kept  in  sterling. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

27.  The  legal  weights  and  measures  are  the  old  Winchester 
weights  and  measures  of  England ;  but  by  the  Act  of  Assembly 
86  Vict.  cap.  8  all  import  duties  are  levied  by  the  Imperial 
standard. 

Imports, 

28.  The  total  amount  of  imports  was  189,410/.,  of  which  the 
yalue  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  was  30,93521 ;  from 
British  Colonies  2^092/. ;  and  from  foreign  countries  156,583/. 
The  amount  shows  a  net  decrease  from  that  of  the  year  1885  of 
21,066/.5  putting  aside  a  large  sum  in  specie  then  imported  for  the 
payment  of  bank  debts.  Of  this  sum  10,926/.  is  the  decrease  in 
value  of  food  stuffs  imported,  and  2,831/.  decrease  in  value  of  ale, 
wine,  and  spirits. 


Exports. 

'.  29.  The  total  value  of  exports  was  160,390/.  The  exports  to 
the  United  Kingdom  Ibeing  15,486/.;  to  British  Colonies  2,202/., 
and  to  foreign  countries  132,702/.  These  amounts  include  exports 
of  produce  other  than  that  of  the  Colony.  The  export  of  Colonial 
produce  was  to  the  value  of  104,275/.,  being  a  decrease  from  that 
of  1885  of  20,655/.  This  sum  is  made  up  almost  entirely  by  the 
decrease  in  value  of  fruits  exported  of  11,793/.,  and  of  sponge  to 
the  amount  of  7,937/.  The  export  of  cotton  produced  in  the 
Colony  was  double  the  amount  of  the  year  1885,  and  although 
the  increase  of  38,967  lbs.  is  not  very  great,  it  is  a  satisfactory 
indication  of  the  resumption  of  the  cultivation  of  cotton. 

Shipping. 
30.  The  following  is  the  result  of  the  shipping  returns : — 


Sailing  Ships  Entered. 

No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

With  cargoes     - 
loballast 

- 

262 
94 

28,68S 
9,530 

1,877 
622 

Total 

356 

33,163 

2,499 
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No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Ciewi. 

With  cargoei      - 
Inballast 

- 

814 
51 

89,605 
8,662 

2,188 
321 

Toua 

865 

88^7 

2,454 

Steam  Ships  Entered. 

No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews. 

With  caigoes      - 
Inbtllatt 

■          - 

64 
3 

67,141 
679 

2,481 
61 

ToUl 

67 

67,820 

2,492 

Steam  Ships  Cleared. 

No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Crews 

With  cargoes     - 
InbAllast 

- 

69 
4 

74,774 
967 

2,722 
76 

Total 

78 

75,741 

2,798 

Affrieulture. 

31.  At  present  it  may  be  stated  broadly  that  the  only  crop 
systematloally  grown  in  the  Colony  is  the  pine-apple.  All  other 
crops,  such  as  Indian  corn  and  guinea  corn,  the  sweet  potato,  J^m, 
ground  nuts,  peas  and  beans,  and  crops  generally  known  as 
*'  ground  crops,**  are  planted  indiscriminately  in  patches  larger  or 
smaller  by  the  owners  or  persons  who  occupy  land  on  the  share 
system,  one-third  to  one-half  the  produce  being  the  owner's  share. 
However,  as  the  cultivators  consider  that  the  corn  crops  only 
ought  to  be  considered  as  shareable  with  the  owner,  all  ground 
provisions  being  the  property  of  the  cultivator^  the  land  so"  held  is 
practically  valueless,  save  where  pine-apples  can  be  raised,  as  they 
are  sometimes,  on  the  share  system. 
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Analysis  of  Sail. 

32.  Yet  the  soil  is  capable  of  producing,  with  proper  cultivation, 
excellent  crops  of  everything  grown  in  Florida.  I  give  here 
analyses  of  the  different  soils,  white,  black,  and  red,  showing  in 
one  column  the  analjrsis  of  the  productive  soil,  in  the  other  the 
analysis  of  soil  from  the  same  locality  that  has  been  exhausted  by 
constant  cropping  without  being  manured,  until  it  has  ceased  to 
be  productive.  The  crops  grown  in  the  red  soils  analysed  have 
been  pine-apple.  I  was  anxious  to  see  what  constituents  were 
exhausted  from  the  soil  in  the  growth  of  that  crop. 


BjLHAlUB. 


Analysis  of  White  Soil  from  Grand  Bahama. 

Chemical  Constituents. 

ProductiTe. 

Exhausted. 

Organic  matter,  salts  of 

unmonia  and  nitrates 

7-464 

1-219 

Iron  and  alomina 

- 

- 

Traces. 

Traces. 

Carbonate  of  lime     - 

- 

- 

84-879 

89*887 

Magnesia      - 

- 

- 

4-230 

2-840 

Potash 

- 

- 

•057 

Traces. 

Soda- 

- 

- 

1-872 

8*165 

Snlphnric  acid 

- 

- 

Traces. 

Traces. 

Phosphoric  add 

- 

- 

•946 

Traces. 

Chlorine      - 

- 

- 

Traces. 

Traces. 

fUlica 

• 

- 

•128 

l-25a 

Loss    - 

•924 

8-186 

100-000 

100-000 

Analysis  of  Black  Soil  from  Watlings. 


Chemical  Constituents. 


Productive. 


Bzhansted. 


Organic  matter,  salts  of  ammonia  and  other 

nitrates. 
Iron  and  alumina      .... 

Carbonate  of  lime  -           -           -           - 

Magnesia      -  -           -           -           - 

Potash          -  ,  - 

Soda-           .  -           - 

Sulphuric  acid  .... 

Phosphoric  add  .           -           -           - 

Chlorine        -  -           -           -           - 

SiUca 

Loss  -           -           .           - 


55^407 

2-314 

27-872 

5-487 

1-698 

•945 

•086 

-762 

Traces. 

2-365 


3-669 


100-000 


88*998 

6-537 
86-850 

7-812 
Traces. 

2-894 
Traces. 
Traces. 
Traces. 

7-319 


5-095 


100*000 
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Analyses  of  Red  Soils, 
a.  productive  ;  h.  exhausted 


Chemical 

Governors 
Harbour. 

Harbour  Island. 

Cat  Island. 

BumCaj. 

Constituents. 

a. 

5. 

a. 

6. 

a. 

b. 

a. 

h. 

Organic      matter, 
salts  of  ammonia* 
and  nitrates 

28*263 

16'732 

802M 

19*861 

29*913 

21^630 

31*831 

20-606 

Iron  and  alumina* 

21'S72 

35*180 

24*217 

37*016 

19*766 

32*106 

16*726 

20-678 

Carbonate  of  lime - 

31*188 

28*278 

27*073 

23*018 

35*136 

26*473 

84*084 

30-4n 

Magnesia   - 

fi*601 

8*281 

4*872 

3*187 

2*369 

2-163 

3*879 

1-61S 

Potash 

*S66 

Trace. 

*373 

Trace. 

311 

Trace. 

*296 

Trace. 

Soda 

•987 

*828 

*866 

*716 

1*394 

*978 

1*176 

*8S6 

Sulphuric  aoid      • 

•062 

Trace. 

•082 

Trace. 

*076 

Trace. 

*046 

Trace. 

Fhosphorio  add   - 

•786 

Trace. 

*666 

Trace. 

•776 

Trace. 

•713 

Tnoe. 

Chlorine     • 

Tract 

jsinooml 

)ination^ 

ith  loda  as  common  lalt. 

SiUca 

3^174 

9*876 

2*068 

8*623 

2*189 

8*138 

3'679 

7*921 

Loss- 

8341 

7*061 

7*720 

7*195 

8-072 

8^617 

8^622 

9*124 

100-000 

100*000 

100*000 

100*000 

100*000 

iwooo 

100-000 

100*000 

34.  The  difficulty  of  which  complaints  are  made  by  persons 
engaged  in  the  cultivation  of  crops  is  that  of  labour.  The  manu- 
mission of  slaves  was  followed  for  a  time  by  a  complete  discon- 
tinuance of  the  cultivation  of  cotton.  The  freed  slaves  either 
settled  on  the  properties  of  their  late  masters  on  the  share  system, 
or  squatted  upon  the  surrounding  Crown  lands.  The  result  in 
each  case  was  the  same.  AH  co-operation  of  labour  ceased,  and 
each  family  devoted  themselves  to  the  continuance  of  the  small 
cultivations  of  provisions  practised  while  slavery  existed.  This 
system  supplies  food  and  sufficient  money  in  favourable  years  for 
their  modest  wants ;  and  the  low  rate  of  wages  that  obtains  in 
the  Colony  is  not  sufficient  to  attract  the  people  to  steady  labour 
for  hire.  The  average  rate  of  wages  is  from  1*.  3rf.  to  2s.  per  day. 
Domestic  servants  receive  from  I0«.  to  21.  per  month,  without 
food ;  tradesmen  from  3^.  to  5a.  per  day. 

36.  I  cannot  say  that  I  perceive  any  actual  improvement  in 
agriculture.  I  have  been  for  some  time  impressing  upon  them  the 
necessity  of  cultivating  products  less  perishable  than  the  precarious 
fruit  crops.  There  are  indications  that  my  advice  will  be  adopted 
to  some  extent,  as  cocoa  nuts  are  being  extensively  planted,  the 
cultivation  of  cotton  is  being  extended,  and  the  Agave  Americana 
is  also  being  planted.  The  supplementing  of  the  fruit  crops  by 
these  products  will  benefit  the  Colony.    Unfortunately  there  is  no 
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capital  available  for  investment  in  agriculture,  and  all  these  things      Bahamas. 
must  be  grown  to  a  large  extent  to  be  really  remunerative.  ^*"~ 

36.  There  are  no  mines  or  manufactories,  nor  is  there  any  fishery 
for  export. 

37.  Grants  were  made  of  998  acres  in  1886.  There  are  now 
panted  421,173  acres  and  1,000,674  remain  ungranted.  Of  this 
land  about  one-half  is  available  for  cultivation. 


Prisons. 

38.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  during  the  year  was 
320,  as  against  351  committed  in  1885.  The  daily  average  number 
of  prisoners  was  44*06,  as  against  63*33  in  1885.  The  prison  is 
admirably  constructed.  Bemission  of  sentence  is  accomplished 
under  the  mark  system. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

39.  There  were  1,798  offences  reported  to  police  and  magis- 
trates, the  number  in  1885  being  2,185.  Of  these  cases  352  were 
discharged  for  want  of  evidence,  423  were  dismissed  on  the  merits, 
995  were  summarily  convicted,  and  28  were  committed  for  trial 
in  the  Superior  Courts.  Of  these  28  cases  17  were  convicted, 
one  was  found  insane,  and  the  remainder  acquitted. 

Hospital  and  Asylum. 

40.  The  New  Providence  Asylum  comprises  an  almshouse, 
hospital,  and  lunatic  asylum.  In  the  hospital  portion  there  are  15 
wards  containing  76  beds.  The  diseases  treated  are  of  the  ordinary 
kind.  There  has  been  no  cases  of  fever  or  small-pox.  The  number 
of  cases  treated  is  292.  Of  deaths  70.  Of  this  number  21  died  of 
phthisis,  a  disease  which  is  peculiarly  fatal  to  the  black  and  coloured 
people,  and  15  of  old  age.  The  very  high  death  rate  is  accounted 
for  oy  the  fact  that  patients  rarely  seek  admission  to  the  hospital 
until  "  bush  "  medicines  and  other  remedies  have  failed.  There 
were  six  lunatics  admitted  to  the  asylum,  two  were  discharged, 
and  four  died.  In  every  case  of  death  in  the  Lunatic  Asylum  an 
inquest  was  held.  The  average  number  of  inmates  was  17.  The 
Lunatic  Asylum  has  none  of  the  requisites  now  considered  neces- 
sary for  such  an  institution.  It  is,  fortunately,  in  a  most  healthy 
situation.  The  New  Providence  Asylum  is  supported  by  annual 
grant  from  the  Legislature. 

Meteoroloffy 

41.  The  rainfall  for  1886  was  46*17  inches,of  this  9-49  fell  in 
August,  while  the  lowest  was  0-23,  in  December.  The  rainfall  for 
January,  February,  and  March  was  3*94  inches ;  April,  May,  and 
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Bahakas*     June,  11*77  inches;  July,  August,  and  September,  21*85  inches; 

and  October,  November,  and  December,  7*6 1  inches. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        Uenbt  A.  Blake, 

Sir  H,  Holland,  Bart.  Governor. 

&c.        &c. 


Bbxtisb 
B.oin>uBiJ. 


BRITISH  HONDURAS. 


No.  11. 

Administrator  Henby  Fowleb  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir 
H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.CM.G.,  M.P. 

Grovemment  House,  Belize, 
Sir,  April  11,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year 
1886,  and  to  report  thereon  as  follows : — 

2.  Taxes,  Duties,  8fc, 

The  ad  valorem  duties  were  raised  2^  per  centum  under  Ordi- 
nance No.  11  of  1886,  and  the  excise  duty  on  rum  was  levied  on 
the  proof  in  lieu  of  the  liquid  gallon,  with  the  result  that  this  duty 
was  also  increased.  The  tarifl  was  altered,  as  the  heavy  fall  in  the 
value  ot  silver  *'  rendered  this  adjustment  of  the  duty  on  ad  valorem 
'*  goods  absolutely  necessary,  as  the  merchants  do  not  pay  on  the 
*'  sterling  value,  computed  at  five  dollars  of  the  depreciated 
**  currency  of  this  Colony  to  the  £  sterling.'* 

The  change  in  the  mode  of  levying  the  excise  duty  from  ;$(1.25 
per  liquid  gallon  to  $1  per  proof  gallon  was  made  to  meet  the 
views  expressed  by  the  Secretary  of  State. 

3.  Fees,  ^c. 

These  are  the  same  as  for  the  year  1886,  except  the  market 
and  slaughter  fees  were  readjusted. 

4.  Revenue. 

The  total  revenue  exceeded  the  estimate  by  seven  thousand 
six  hundred  and  six  dollars  and  ninety-three  cents  ($7,606.93). 
The  items  calling  for  comment  are,  the  customs  receipts,  which 
reached  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars  and 
nine  cents  (^,975.09),  beyond  the  amount  estimated,  this  was 
owing  to  the  increase  in  the  rates  of  duties  at  the  end  of  1886, 
and  the  alteration  made  in  the  tariff  at  the  end  of  188$.  These 
latter  were  made  to  meet  the  recoromendations  of  the  Royal  Corn- 
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mission  appointed  in  1882  to  inquire  into  the  public  revenues  of      Bsitisb 
certain  of  the  West  Indian  Islands.  Hoin>irBAfr. 

The  Commiesioners  suggested  making  the  rates  of  duties  specific  ""•^ 
where  the  circumstances  of  the  trade  allowed  of  it  in  lieu  of  an 
ad  valorem  duty.  This  change  increased  the  rates  of  duty  to  a 
considerable  extent,  otherwise  the  revenue  would  have  shown  a 
falling  off,  caused  by  the  depression  in  trade  that  existed  in  the 
Colony  during  the  year. 

The  land  tax  was  increased  by  the  levying  of  an  additional  rate 
of  2  per  cent,  on  property  in  Belize  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  fire  brigade  in  that  town. 

The  land  revenue  was  augmented  by  extra  receipts  for  licenses 
to  cut  mahogany  trees  on  Crown  lands  from  persons  who  em- 
barked  in  the  timber  trade. 

The  readjustment  of  the  port  and  harbour  dues  affected  this 
source  of  revenue,  the  tonnage  due  of  62^  cents  per  ton,  was 
abolished,  entailing  a  loss  of  some  ten  thousand  dollars.  Light 
dues  were  exacted  from  steamers,  hitherto  free,  the  same  as  &om 
sailing  vessels  (12^  cents  per  ton)  which  increased  these  dues  gome 
three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  ($3,500). 

5.  Expenditure. 

The  expenditure  exceeded  the  estimate  by  forty-nine  thou* 
sand  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eighty-four  cents 
($49,279.84),  and  the  revenue  by  forty  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
sixty-six  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents  ($40,966.34).  This  excess 
is  principally  made  up  of  an  increased  expenditure  on  the  follow- 
ing votes  beyond  the  amounts  provided  for  the  service : — 

Police  and  military  - 
Drawbacks  and  refunds  of  duties 
Lighthouses 
Miscellaneous  services 
Works  and  buildings 


Amounts  were  unexpended  on  the  following  votes  as  follows :— » 


Interests 
Mail* 


deducting  the  one  from  the  other,  the  result  is  some  forty-five 
thousand  dollars,  ;^5,000,  in  round  figures,  and  other  smaller 
differences  make  up  the  total  excess  expenditure  of  forty-nine 
thousand  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  eighty-four 
cents  (,$49,279.84). 


» 

c. 

5,462 

35 

3,389 

21 

10,916 

66 

33,043 

52 

4,672 

25 

67,483 

99 

TOtesas 

folic 

» 

c. 

7,060 

02 

5,825 

43 

12,875 

45 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


176 


PAPEBS  BEIiATINa  TO 


BUTUK 
HONDUBAB, 


New  lights  were  procured  for  places  aloDg  the  coast,  and  the 
overdraft  (,$33,043.52)  on  miscellaneous  services  comprises 
chiefly  the  cost  of — 


Remittances             ■            .            - 

Maintenance  of  fire  department 

Survey  of  boundary 

Recraitbg  constabulary,  Barbados  - 

Forestry  inspection 

Exploration  of  minerals 

13,468 
4,771 
9,148 
3,566 
1,138 
987 

c. 

77 
18 
97 
66 
26 
00 

33,069 

84 

6.  Comparative  Yearly  Statement 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  compared  with  previous  years 
are  as  follows  :^— 


Bevenue. 


Expenditure. 


1885- 
1886- 


g         0. 

261^29  18 

271,806  93 


g        c 

816,175  99 

812,778  27 


The  differences  were  provided  for  by  previous  balances  in  the 
Treasury. 

7.  Local  Revenues. 

An  Ordinance,  No.  12  of  1886  was  passed,  enabling  the  tax  on 
lands  and  houses  in  certidn  towns  in  the  Colony  to  be  raised  from 
the  annual  rate  of  3  per .  cent,  to  one  not  exceeding  6,  and 
appropriating  this  as  well  as  other  certain  local  revenues  for  local 
purposes.  This  constitutes  a  new  departure  in  the  fiscal  arrange- 
ments of  the  Colony^  for  hitherto  all  taxes  have  been  treated  as 
general  revenue  and  appropriated  for  general  purposes.  A  local 
fund  for  the  three  chief  towns  is  established,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
form  a  board  for  the  town  of  Belize,  half  the  members  of  which  are 
to  be  nominated  and  half  elected  to  manage  the  fund.  These 
revenues  and  disbursements  will  be  kept  separate  in  future  years. 


8.  Puldic  Debt. 

A  sum  of  fifty-five  thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars 
(;^55,750)  was  raised  in  the  Colony  under  Ordinance  No.  13 
of  1885,  authorising  a  loan  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars 
(^100,000)  to  provide  for  the  cost  of  car|ying  out  the  improye« 
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ments  in  the  town  and  harbour  of  Belize,  recommended  by  Baron  Bsitish 
Siccama,  C.E.  The  remaining  portion  of  the  loan,  with  an  addi-  HoHDuaAs. 
tional  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  (;j(l  5,000)  will  be  raised  in 
England,  as  provided  by  Ordinance  No.  1  of  1887,  as  the  amount 
was  not  forthcoming  in  the  Colony,  The  ordinary  rate  of  interest 
prevailing  is  10  per  cent.  This  is  preferred  to  the  lower,  though 
perhaps  more  secure,  rale  offered  by  the  Government,  but  the 
extent  of  capital  available  in  the  Colony  is  inconsiderable. 

This  loan  bears  5  per  cent,  interest,  and  will  be  repaid  in  30 
years  by  means  of  a  sinking  fund.  A  sum  equal  to  1  per  cent, 
on  the  total  amount  of  the  loan  is  to  be  appropriated  half-yearly 
out  of  the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony,  and  remitted  to  the 
Crown  Agents  to  be  invested  in  securities  of  the  Imperial  or 
Colonial  Governments. 


^  9.  Military  Expenditure. 

The  Colony  pays  an  annual  contribution  of  twenty -five  thou- 
sand dollars  (,^25,000)  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  second 
company  of  Imperial  troops,  but  this  payment  ceased  at  the  end 
of  the  year  on  the  withdrawal  of  one  company  of  troops  from  the 
Colony.  The  Colony  still  owes  the  War  Office  a  sum  of  eighty-six 
thousand  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  ninety  cents 
(;$86,665.90)  on  which  an  interest  of  4  per  cent,  is  paid,  but  this 
debt  as  promised  will  be  cancelled  on  the  withdrawal  of  all  the 
Imperial  troops  which  is  at  present  arranged  to  take  place  not 
later  than  March  1888.  The  cost  to  the  Imperial  Goverment  for 
maintaining  troops  in  the  Colony  is  returned  for  1886  at  fifty- 
seven  thousand  nve  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  seventy-three 
cents  ($57,502.73),  but  the  average  annual  cost  is  stated  to  be 
sixteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  five  pounds  (16,205/.) 

A  constabulary  force  is  being  organised  to  take  the  place  of  the 
military  and  existing  police. 


10.  Public  Works. 

A  new  iron  light-house  was  erected  on  the  northern  cays 
with  a  flashing  light,  and  port  lights  for  some  of  the  settlements 
on  the  coast  were  procured  but  were  not  erected,  as  part  of  the 
fittings  were  jettisoned  in  transport. 

A  new  iron  market  was  provided  for  the  town  of  Corosal. 

A  portion  of  the  sanitary  improvements  to  the  town  and  harbour 
of  Belize  were  carried  out  during  the  year  ;  the  two  canals  were 
dug  out  and  concrete  walls  erected  along  their  sides. 

A  new  branch  road  was  begun  to  be  made  in  the  Toledo  settle- 
ment,  but  general  repairs  and  maintenance  absorbed  most  of  the 
funds  voted  for  the  purpose. 

o    60132.  M 
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11.  Legislation. 

There  were  13  Ordinances  passed  during  1886>  but  the  only 
ones  that  it  seems  necessary  to  comment  upon  here^  are — 

The  Land  Surveyors  Ordinance,  No.  3. 

The  Crown  Lwids  Ordinance,  No.  4. 

The  Belize  Improvement  Ordinance,  No.  10. 

No.  3  provides  for  land  surveyors  being  duly  Qualified  to  act 
as  such.  Hitherto  the  mode  of  the  surveying,  and  the  qualifica- 
tions required  of  surveyors,  and  the  provisions  for  enabling  them 
to  qualify  were  considered  unsatisfactory. 

The  Ordinance,  it  is  held,  does  not  contain  sufficient  authority 
for  defining  a  mode  of  survey,  but  only  for  plans  of  a  survey,  hence 
an  amendment  seems  necessary. 

No.  4.  The  principal  difference  between  the  new  Ordinance  for 
the  management  of  the  Crown  lands  and  the  previous  law  on 
the  subject  (1879)  is,  (1)  that  a  system  of  registration  of  titles  is 
provided  in  lien  of  formal  grants  and  (2)  improvements  i  re 
required  before  a  title  to  the  land  is  given. 

The  price  of  Crown  lands  has  been  doubled  in  the  first  instance, 
but  a  moiety  is  returned  to  the  purchaser  on  completion  of  the 
requisite  improvements. 

The  policy  of  the  former  law  was  to  encourage  settlers  to  buy 
lands  instead  of  squatting  on  them  without  licence ;  the  'present 
Ordinance  places  restrictions  on  the  indiscriminate  sale  of  Crown 
lands  and  iatid  is  only  sold  on  condition  of  actual  occupation 
(three  years)  or  improvement  to  the  extent  of  ;^4.00  an  acre,  so 
that  land  jobbing  should  be  reduced  to  a  minimum^  and  settlement 
or  cultivation  secured. 

The  sales  of  Crown  land  since  the  passing  of  the  Ordinance  in 
1879  have  realised  as  follows,  representing  a  sale  during  a  period 
of  seven  years  of  about  17,000  acres  at  ;?1.00  per  acre.  In  one 
instance  $2.50  was  charged  for  a  tract  (960  acres),  as  mahogany 
trees  were  supposed  to  be  growing  on  it,  and  some  improved  land 
was  sold  at  lugher  rates. 

1880  .  .     •     . 

1881  .... 

1882  .... 

1883  -  -     .     . 

1884  .... 

1885  -  .     .     , 

1886  .... 

20,178 

Those  restrictions  are  considered  conducive  to  the  opening  up 
of  the  Colony  and  extension  of  the  agricultural  interests,  but 
where  land  is  of  so  little  value  as  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and 
surrounding  states  supply  land  for  the  mere  occupation  of  it,  some 
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do  not  anticipate  these  results,  but  they  -mil  ensure  the  land,  if      British 
sold,  being  occupied,  and  will  enhance  the  value  of  private  lands    Ho!n>uBA8. 

in  the  Colony.  

No.  10  makes  provision  for  carrying  out  a  scheme  of  improve- 
ment for  the  town  and  harbour  of  Belize,  recommended  by  Baron 
Siccama,  C.E.^  in  1880,  viz.,  to  fill  up  low-lying  places  with 
dredgings  from  the  bar  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  which  is  to 
be  deepened  from  3  to  10  feet 

12.  Political  Franchise. 
There  is  none. 

13.  Council  and  Assembly. 

The  legislature  consists  of  a  Council  only,  the  members  of  wliich 
are  nominated  by  the  Crown.  An  additional  unofficial  member 
was  added  to  the  Council  raising  the  number  to  five. 

Mr.  Brodie  was  appointed  as  such  and  Mr.  B.  Fairweather  was 
appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Darby  who  resigned. 

14.  Civil  EstablishmenU 

Chief  Justice  Sheriff  was  offered  and  accepted  a  puisne  judge- 
ship in  the  Straits  Settlements  and  Mr.  Goodman,  Attorney 
G-eneral,  was  promoted  to  be  Chief  Justice,  and  Mr.  Hoffraeister 
was  appointed  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  Miller  was  appointed  assistant  Surveyor  General  in  place 
of  Mr.  Gordon  Allan,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Griffiths  as  Surveyor 
General  on  the  lattei^s  retirement  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year. 

Several  officers  were  absent  on  leave  during  portions  of  the 
year.  The  Governor,  the  private  secretary.  Colonial  engineer. 
Colonial  surgeon,  clerk  of  courts,  district  magistrates  of  Belize  and 
Toledo,  and  temporary  appointments  were  made  to  fill  the 
vacancies  caused  thereby. 

15.  Pensions. 

The  following  pensioners  died  during  the  year  : — 

$        c. 
Mr.   W.   A.  Parker,  formerly  Chief 

Justice      -  -  •  -        760    00 

Mr.  Downer,  formerly  District  Magis- 
trate -  -  -  -       526     88 
Mrs.  Hume,  formerly  hospital  cook     -         48    00 

1,324     88 
The  Surveyor  (General,  Mr.  Griffiths, 
was  added  to  the  list  on  his  retire- 
ment, from  Ist  January  1886  -       583     34 


The  pension  list  is  thus  reduced  some*      741     54 

M  2 
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Are  the  same. 


16.  Foreign  CoiisuU 


17.  Popuhxtbnu 
It  is  doubtful  if  the  population  increases  in  a  decade ;  the  returns 
show  some  increment,  but  they  are  not  considered  very  reliable, 
as  the  census  has  generally  been  taken  in  rather  a  perfunctory 
manner  in  the  absence  of  any  machinery  or  means  for  taking  a 
more  accurate  one.    The  population  was  returned  in — 


1861  at 
1871  „ 
1881  „ 


26,636 
24,710 
27,452 


The  population  is  4*22  to  the  square  mile,  and  a  system  of 
registration  of  births  and  deaths  was  commenced  at  the  end  of 
1886.  There  are  no  figures  previously,  except  church  records, 
to  compare  with  the  information  now  given.  The  returns  are 
consequently  not  so  interesting  as  they  will  be  in  future  years. 
The  number  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in — 


Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

1861        .            -            -            - 

445 

92 

154 

1871        -            -            -            - 

9S8 

254 

177 

1881        -            - 

740 

215 

800 

1886       -            -            -            - 

826 

256 

208 

188C       -           .            -           - 

1,076 

264 

987 

The  figures  for  the  years  previous  to  1886  are  from  church 
records  of  baptisms  and  burials; 

Those  for  1886,  the  births  and  deaths  are  for  three  months 
only,  as  the  Registration  Ordinance,  No.  16  of  1884,  did  not  come 
into  operation  until  1st  of  October  1885. 

From  the  returns  for  1886  it  appears  the  birth  exceeds  the 
death  rate,  but  if  the  increment  is  only  to  be  89  a  year  it  will 
be  a  long  time  before  the  Colony  becomes  populated  to  any  great 
extent.  This  Colony  has  a  larger  area  than  any  of  the  West 
Indian  Islands,  but  has  at  the  same  time  a  smaller  population 
than  any  excepting  such  diminutive  places  as  Turks  Island, 
Tobago,  Virgin  Islands,  Nevis,  and  Montserrat. 

The  white  population  is  374  out  of  the  27,462.  The  number 
of  persons  employed  in — 

Agriculture  is  returned  at  ...    2,586 

Wood-cutting       »,  -  -  -     1,063 

Commerce  v,  -  -  -    6,323 
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According  to  the  census  1881  there  were :—  BRxnsn 

Mechanics  .  .  .  .        7I6  Hondtoas 

Planters,  labourers,  &c.     -             -             -  2,586 

Labourers,  not  agricultura],wood-cu(ters,  &c.  3,438 

Traders    -            -            -            -            -  693 

Military,  civil  servants,  &c.             -             -  498 

Domestic  servants               -            .            -  1,068 

Making  -  -  •   8,999 

out  of  the  male  population  of  9,094  stated  to  be  over  16  years  in 
the  census  for  1881. 

18.  Miscellaneous  Numerical  Returns. 

There  is  a  Government  Savings  Bank  with  three  branches. 
The  number  of  depositors  is  393,  the  amount  deposited  on  31st 
December  1886  was  ,^36,404. 15. 

There  is  only  one  friendly  society,  an  Odd  Fellows'  lodge,  with 
24  members. 

Freeholders  are  returned  at  1,363  in  Belize.  Those  in  dis- 
tricfcs  are  chiefly  Caribs,  Negroes,  or  Indians.  Persons  paying 
direct  taxes  number  2,086,  which  include  licensees  of  sorts.* 

There  are  only  27  paupers  known  as  such,  13  of  whom  reside 
in  a  poor-house  and  14  receive  out-door  relief  at  the  rate  of  50 
cents  a  week. 

19.  Ecclesiastical. 

The  church  was  disestablished  in  1872,  since  which  date  the 
religion  of  the  population  has  not  been  enumerated.  In  the  census 
for  1871— 

Protestants  were  returned  at  -  -    9,320 

Roman  Catholics         „  -  -  15,157 

Heathens                      „  -  -         68 

Not  stated            -           -  -  -       166 


24,710 


There  were  3  clergymen  of  the  Ohurch  of  England. 

Roman  Catholic. 
Free  Church  of  Scotland 
Wesleyan  Methodists. 
Bapdsts. 

*  AvctioDeen,  liquor,  aaimals,  camages. 
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20.  Education. 

The  system  is  denominational  with  grants  from  Government 
to  teachers  according  to  attendances  of  scholars  and  examination 
passes ;  five  more  scnools  received  Government  aid  than  in  1886, 
and  the  nnmber  of  scholars  on  the  rolls  was  2^527  as  com- 
pared with  2,377  in  the  previous  year. 

The  only  publications  printed  in  the  Colony  are  an  almanack, 
the  Government  Gttzette  and  two  weekly  newspapers. 


[21.  Coins,  Exchanffes,  ^. 

The  coinage  of  the  Colony  consists  of  the  385  gr.  silver  dollar 
and  fractional  parts  thereof.  By  local  enactment  the  dollar 
is  computed  at  4^. ;  according  to  the  Imperial  treasury  rating  for 
the  year  its  value  is  3^.  Id.  The  currency  question  has  formed 
the  subject  of  discussion  for  some  years,  the  result  of  it  being  a 
promised  Order  in  Council  fixing  the  current  dollar  as  a 
standard. 

The  course  of  exchange  is  regulated  according  to  the  diiFerence 
in  value  between  currency  and  the  money's  exchange  therefor  ;  it 
fluctuates  at  the  end  of  the  year  when  there  is  an  extra  demand 
for  specie,  but  supplies  of  coins  are  imported  to  provide  against 
an  undue  advantage  being  taken  of  the  lack  of  coins. 

It  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  coins  (dollars)  in  circu- 
lation, but  the  amount  may  be  roughly  estimated  at  J^250,000. 

There  is  no  paper  currency. 

The  amount  of  coins  imported  was  ;^82,1 73,  exported  ;^83,526. 
A  bank  would  cure  this  unnecessary  movement  to  and  fro  of 
specie,  and  would  also  cure  the  inconvenience  of  handling  silver 
in  adjusting  all  the  ordinary  transactions  of  the  Colony. 

Accounts  are  kept  in  dollars  and  cents,  and  the  weights  and 
measures  in  use  are  English  and  Spanish. 


22.  Imports  and  Exports. 
They  compare  as  follows: — 


Importf. 

Produce  of  the 
Colony. 

Otherwise. 

Total  Exports. 

issa       -     - 

1886         •        - 

1,274.277 
1,17»,813 

816,422 
1,040,591 

404,279 
859,648 

1,225,401 
1,400,234 
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The  principal  differences  are  shown  on  the  following  articles  :^       BionsH 

HOHDOBAS . 


1885. 

1886. 

Bananas     - 

•          • 

41,270 

g 

81,444 

Logwood    - 

- 

811,178 

457,071 

Mahogany  - 

. 

258,709 

869,999 

Plantains    - 

. 

4,606 

7,008 

Bobber      • 

. 

51,790 

56,955 

Bom 

. 

18,678 

89,152 

Sngar 

' 

129,148 

61,644 

It  18  fortunate  that  the  cultivation  of  fruit  (bananas  and 
plantains)  progresses  as  that  of  the  sugar  cane  is  abandoned  ;  the 
product  of  the  former  has  doubled,  whereas  the  latter  has  fallen 
off  one  half.  The  difference  in  value  as  yet  is  far  from  compensat- 
ing the  Colony  for  the  change^  although  the  cultivation  of  fruit 
benefits  a  larger  number  of  persons  than  that  of  cane. 

A  stock  of  rum  had  accumulated,  which  was  shipped  without 
profit,  as  there  was  no  chance  of  the  quantity  being  consumed  in 
the  Colony. 

The  increased  export  of  logwood  and  mahogany  was  owing  to 
the  drought  in  1885,  which  prevented  large  quantities  of  wood 
cut  in  that  season  being  got  out  from  insufficiency  of  water  in  the 
rivers.  The  heavy  floods  during  1886  brought  out  all  the  wood, 
that  had  been  cut,  hence  larger  shipments.  The  quantities  were 
as  follows : — 


1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Logwood    •          -  tons 
liabogany  •          -  feet 

18,864 
6,928,168 

15,802 
7,527,879 

14,020 
4,086,688 

20,184 
6,107,094 

The  averages  for  the  years 
mentioned  are — 

previous. 

and  for 

those  above 

LogVTOod. 

Mahogany. 

1879-1882  .... 
1888-1886  - 

Tons. 
16,380 

15,705 

Feet. 
2,990,652 

6,149,957 
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The  price  of  mahogany  began  to  rise  in  1881,  consequently 
cuttings  increased  in  the  following  years  and  the  export  was 
doubled  ;  the  price  began  to  fall  in  ]  885,  and  is  now  low,  so  that 
it  may  be  expected^  as  has  usually  proved  to  be  the  case,  less 
wood  will  be  cut  for  the  next  year  or  so. 

The  number  of  wood-cutters  being  limited,  if  more  mahogany 
is  cut  there  is  less  logwood  and  vice  verad.  The  price  of  logwood 
is  steadier  than  that  of  mahogany,  but  the  latter  pays  best  when 
the  price  is  high. 

The  rubber  from  the  Colony  is  very  limited,  but  rubber  trees 
are  found  scattered  throughout  the  forests  of  the  Colony  and, 
as  this  article  promises  to  be  in  demand  in  future,  some  parties 
are  paying  attention  to  this  product  and  planting  out  young  trees, 
but  to  have  to  wait  10  years  for  a  crop  prevents,  many  from 
contemplating  such  an  undertaking. 


23.  Shipping, 

Less  sailing  vessels  entered  than  the  previous  year,  but  about 
the  same  number  cleared. 


1885. 

1886. 

SailiDg  vessels. 

Steamers. 

Sailing  vessels. 

Steamers. 

Entered 
Cleared 

680 
825 

140 
142 

540 
835 

182 
182 

The  difference  between  clearances  and  entrances  is  accounted 
for  by  small  coasters,  doreys,  &a,  eventually  leaving  places  in  the 
Colony  where  no  clearances  are  granted. 

24.  Agriculture. 

The  progress  of  fruit  culture  (bananas  and  plantains)  for  the 
United  States'  markets  is  shown  by  the  value  exported,  which  is 
double  that  for  1885,  and  greater  progress  would  be  effected  if 
there  was  available  labour  in  the  Colony  to  extend  the  area  of 
cultivation.  If  it  is  considered  an  advantage  to  the  Colony  to 
clear  its  forest  lands  and  cultivate  them  it  follows  that  it  will  be 
an  advantage  to  obtain  more  labour  for  the  Colony  to  enable  this 
to  be  done.  It  is  a  well-known  fact,  and  now  realised  by  all, 
that  there  is  not  sufficient  labour  in  the  Colony  to  enable  the 
limited  capital  to  be  employed  that  would  be  devoted  to  fruit 
growing. 

As  all  the  available  labour  is  employed  to  its  fullest  capacity  it 
is  clear  no  further  development  of  the  Colony  can  take  place 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HER  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  185 

beyond    its  present    state   unless    arrangements  are   made    for      Bbitish 

introducing  labourers.     A  loan  for  this  purpose  will  not  be  sane-    Hondubas. 

tioned.     The  planting  interest  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  combine 

for  the  purpose  of  importing  labour,  and  the  wood-cutting  interests 

do  not  care  to  encourage  planting  or  the  absorption  of  the  labour 

of  the  Colony  in  such   a   capacity.     They  naturally  prefer  the 

primeval  forest,  which,  if  left  undisturbed,  yields  of  its  own  accord 

recurring  crops  of  the  timber  required,  and  the  larger  the  extent 

of  forest  the  more  certainty  of  a  regular  annual  supply  of  woods 

being  obtained  from  it,  and  in  case  of  the  price  to  be  obtained  for 

wood  rising   there  is  room  to  increase  cutting  operations.     The 

cultivation   of  fruit   ia  proving  remunerative  to   all   those   who 

undertake  it  on  ordinary  business  principles,  and  there  is  a  large 

margin  for  contingencies.     Squatters  and  the  smaller  settlers,  who 

used  to  be  satisfied  with  such  ground  provisions  as  they  required 

for  their  own  consumption,  have  extended  their  operations  so  zd 

to  include  a  small  fruit  plantation.     A  few  settlers  have  come  to 

the  Colony,  and  many  labourers  have  become  settlers. 

This  state  of  affairs  is  best  realised  from!the  number  of  persons 
taking  off  small  quantities  of  fruit  in  doreys  to  the  contract  mail 
steamers  when  they  call  periodically  at  the  various  settlements 
along  the  coast  to  buy  fruit  for  Mew  Orleans. 

If  agriculturists  at  home  could  only  find  their  way  to  the 
Colony  and  embark  in  tropical  farming  or  cattle  raising  they 
would  gain  a  comfortable  living,  and  an  estate  of  their  own  in  a 
few  years  with  only  a  tropical  life  to  contend  against.  This 
could  be  readily  realised  on  a  capital  of  2,000/.  or  less  if 
judiciously  invested,  and  provided  more  labour  is  introduced  into 
the  Colony. 

With  reference  to  the  average  rate  of  wages  for  labour  it  may 
be  useful  to  point  out,  that  whilst  the  rate  remains  much  the  same 
as  last  year  the  amount  of  labour  obtained  therefore  is  gradually 
becoming  less,  for  competition  amongst  employers  for  the  available 
labour  in  the  Colony  is  so  great,  that  the  most  worthless  charac- 
tera  are  hired,  who  do  aa  little  as  is  possible,  to  the  bad  example 
of  the  honest  workman.  If  an  employer  exacts  an  honest  day's 
work  for  a  fair  day's  wage  he  gets  a  bad  name,  and  no  labourer 
will  hire  to  him.  Planters  have  therefore  to  adjust  their  working 
according  to  their  labourer's  will ;  some  can  coax  more  labour  out 
of  the  workman  than  others,  driving  is  useless,  and  it  is  evident 
from  the  general  complaints  on  the  subject  that  planting  fruit, 
with  the  large  margin  that  it  leaves  for  contingencies,  cannot  be 
extended  or  even  profitably  pursued  without  some  change  taking 
place. 

The  only  satisfactory  solution  to  cure  the  ineflSciency  of  labour, 
the  frequent  offences  committed  under  the  Labour  Ordinance, 
which  amoutit  to  238  out  of  a  total  of  732,  and  in  1885  to  353 
out  of  747  offences  committed  in  the  Colony,  and  the  evils  of  the 
advance  system,  is  the  importation  of  labourers  into  the  Colony. 
The  warte  and  deficiency  of  labour  used  to  be  made  up  from 
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British  Jamaica,  but  that  source  of  supply  is  cut  off  by  the  demand  there 
UoNDUKAs,  fQj.  ^jjQ  Panama  Canal,  and  the  want  of  direct  commumcation  with 
that  Colony.  The  importation  of  labour  cannot  be  carried  out  by 
private  enterprise,  for  it  would  be  too  great  a  task  for  one  firm, 
although  private  efforts  have  not  been  wanting  to  import  labourers, 
nor  is  there  much  chance  of  combination  amongst  employers  being 
effected.  Their  interests  are  divergent,  wood-cutters  cannot  be 
conveniently  imported,  for  they  are  a  race  sui  generii^  and  are 
only  to  be  obtained  from  the  Colony,  hence  the  employers  of  this 
class  of  labour  do  not  see  why  they  should  contribute  towards  the 
importation  of  labourers  for  the  planters,  although  it  should  be 
clear,  that  if  not  directly  they  would  be  indirectly  benefited,  by 
being  freed  from  competition  with  planters  for  labourers.  The 
planters  are  not  strong  enough  yet  to  undertake  the  task  alone, 
and  are  not  able  yet  to  combine  together. 

If,  therefore,  it  is  considered  desirable  to  push  on  the  Colony 
the  Government  will  have  to  deal  with  the  question. 

25.  Manufactures^  Mines^  and  Fisheries. 

No  vessels  were  built  beyond  boats  or  launches.  There  are  no 
mines  in  the  Colony,  but  a  mining  engineer  explored  several  rivers 
in  the  Colony  during  the  year,  and  indications  of  silver,  coal,  and 
lead  were  found.  It  is  proposed  to  continue  the  prospecting  for 
minerals  when  the  sanction  of  the  Secretary  of  State  can  be  obtained 
to  appropriate  funds  for  the  purpose.  Silver,  gold,  and  opal  mines 
are  worked  in  neighbouring  states,  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
believe  that  minerals  will  be  discovered  inside  the  Colony  if  the 
country  is  properlv  explored. 

The  fisheries  along  the  coasts  of  the  Colony  are  merely  used 
for  purposes  of  a  daily  food  supply,  with  the  exception  of  killing 
turtle  for  the  sake  of  tortoiseshell,  and  gathering  sponges  for  ship- 
ment to  Europe.  A  close  time  exists  for  turtle  within  the  Colony 
but  no  restrictions  are  imposed  along  neighbouring  coasts,  and 
the  supply  of  tortoiseshell  is  gradually  decreasing.  The  quantity 
brought  to  the  Colony  has,  however,  increased  as  a  higher  price 
is  given  for  it  in  the  Colony  than  formerly,  so  that  it  can  be 
used  in  lieu  of  a  remittance  of  specie. 

To  the  Spanish  Consul,  Mr.  Fronski,  the  Colony  is  indebted 
for  inaugurating  the  sponge  industry;  he  desired  an  exclusive 
concession  for  the  coasts  of  the  Colony,  but  this  could  not  be 
granted.  The  quality  of  the  sponge  is  spoken  of  highly,  but  the 
curing  is  defective.  When  experienced  hands  are  engaged  in  the 
business  better  results  will  doubtless  be  obtained. 

26.  Grants  of  Lands. 

Twenty-one  grants  for  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  ail  of  Crown  lands  were  made  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  sold  in 
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1886 ;  but  many  of  these  resulted  from  application  of  previons    j,^^"* 

years^  the  grants  not  being  made  until  the  lots  had  been  surveyed.         

It  is  not  considered  desirable  (bearing  in  mind  that  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Colony  in  the  future  will  depend  greatly  on  the 
ability  of  the  Colony  to  have  a  railway  connecting  Belize  with 
Guatemala)  to  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  rid  of  Crown  lands.  These 
lands  may  be  looked  upon  as  capital,  by  means  of  which  it  is  hoped 
at  no  distant  date  to  procure  the  construction  of  that  railway. 

27.  Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

The  gaols  remain  the  same. 

The  returns  show  a  general  decrease  in  the  number  of  prisoners. 

28.  Criminal  Statistics. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
of  indictments  in  the  superior  courts,  appear  in  the  returns 
showing  an  increase  of  the  more  serious  crimes,  but  the  difference 
is  chiefly  made  up  of  offences  against  property  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year,  but  offences  against  the  person  in  the  smnmary 
court  show  a  considerable  increase. 


29.  Hospitals. 

It  appears  that  fewer  patients  were  treated  in  the  hospital,  but 
the  fatality  was  greater  than  in  1885.  An  outbreak  of  yellow 
fever  occurred  in  September,  and  out  or  17  cases  in  the  Colony, 
14  terminated  &tally,  and  three  recovered.  Medical  opinion  is 
divided  on  the  subject,  as  to  whether  the  outbreak  originated 
from  the  cleaning  out  and  improving  a  canal  that  ran  through 
the  town  or  from  other  causes. 

30.  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Six  patients  were  admitted  during  the  year.  Out  of  the 
total  number  in  the  asylum  one  was  discharged  as  cured  and 
four  died. 

31.  Charitable  and  lAterary  Institutions. 

They  consist  of  a  Government  Hospital,  lunatic  asylum,  and 
poor  house. 

32.  General  Remarks. 

The  price  of  logwood,  mahogany,  and  sugar  fell  lower  than  the 
previous  year,  and  the  two  last  mentioned  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  could  not  be  produced  without  loss.  A  general  state  of 
depression  consequently  prevdled.  Trade  with  neighbouring 
states  is  gradually  disappearing,  so  that  the  transactions  of  the 
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BsiTiBu      Colony  will  soon  be  confined  within  its  own  borders.     Competition 
owDURAg.    1^^^  become   keener    in   consequence,    amongst  the    mercantile 
portion  of  the  community  for  the  home  trade     The  planting 
interests  seem  the  most  promising  and  thriving. 

The  question  remains  for  solution  whether  to  let  the  Colony  go 
drifting  on  working  out  its  own  destiny,  or  whether  an  effort 
should  be  made  by  means  of  an  immigration  scheme,  or  importa- 
tion of  labour,  or  the  construction  of  a  railway  to  help  the 
Colony  develop  its  resources  and  so  assist  its  progress. 

The  geographical  position  and  capabilities  for  supplying  tropical 
products  to  the  extensive  and  expanding  markets  of  the  United 
States  should  ensure  it  a  fair  share  of  the  fruit  trade,  and  it  will 
be  a  reproach  if  a  British  colony  cannot  compete  with  the  neigh- 
bouring states  of  Honduras,  Guatemala,  and  Nicaragua,  who 
threaten  to  wrest  all  trade  from  the  Colony  and  keep  it  in  their 
own  hands.  With  this  object  they  have  started  free  ports,  and 
give  liberal  concessions  of  land  to  settlers,  and  of  mining  rights  to 
foreign  capitalists.  However,  as  they  advance  so  it  is  hoped  the 
Colony  will,  but  I  should  prefer  seeing  the  Colony  leading  the 
way  instead  of  following,  and  benefiting  by  the  exertions  of 
others. 

The  drought  in  1885  was  succeeded  by  heavy  floods  during 
1886,  and  a  cyclone  was  apparently  developed  in  the  Colony  on 
the  15th  August,  for  the  wind  began  to  blow  from  a  northerly 
direction ;  towards  daylight  it  circded  from  Northern  Biver  as  far 
as  Big  Falls  on  the  Belize  River,  skirted  the  lower  portion  of  the 
Sibun  Biver,  and  struck  the  harbour  of  Belize,  when  the  wind 
was  blowing  from  a  southerly  direction,  driving  all  vessels  from 
their  moorings,  and  passing  northward  again  into  the  Caribbean 
Sea  by  way  of  Ambergris  Cay.  Houses  and  plantations  were 
wrecked  along  its  path,  which  was  about  30  miles  wide,  and  the 
forest  in  places  was  blocked  by  fallen  trees. 

The  heat  was  unusual,  and  the  highest  record  of  temperature 
was  reached  during  the  year,  and  slight  shocks  of  earthquake  have 
recently  been  experienced. 

I  have»  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        Henry  Fowler, 

the  Secretary  of  State  Administrator, 

for  the  Colonies. 
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ST.  LTJOIA. 


St.  LroiA. 


No.  12. 

Governor  W.  J.  Sendall  to  the  Bight  Hon.  Sib  H.  T. 
Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 


Forwarded. 


The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Henry  Holland,  Bart,  M.P. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


St.  Vincent,  March  26,  1887. 
(Signed)        Walter  J.  Sendall. 


Sib,  Government  House,  March  7,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  my  report  on  the  Blue  Book 
of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1886. 

Taxes,  Duties,  Fees. 

2.  No  charges  were  made  in  these  until  quite  at  the  close  of 
the  year,  when  the  docket  of  fees  in  criminal  cases  in  the  district 
courts  was  slightly  varied  by  order  of  the  Governor  in  Council. 

JRevenue  and  Expenditure. 

3.  The  revenue  of  the  year  was  39,823/.,  that  of  1885  having 
been  38,493il  The  comparative  receipts  in  these  years  under  the 
several  heads  are  shown  in  the  table  annexed.  There  Vas  a 
considerable  increase  in  customs  and  excise,  and  a  slight  advance 
in  licenses  and  interest  in  the  last  year.  The  large  decrease  in 
reimbursements-in-aid  was  owing  to  fewer  indentured  immi- 
grants having  been  in  hospital  and  to  the  consequent  diminished 
contribution  from  the  immigration  fund  for  the  treatment  of  sick 
immigrants. 


1885. 

1886. 

:6       f.     d. 

£       «.    d. 

Caitoms 

. 

• 

- 

17,255  19     2 

19,207  11  10 

Excise 

- 

- 

" 

10,114  10     8 

1M22     1     0 

Licenses 

• 

. 

. 

1,881   18     9 

2,112     6     8 

Tkxes 

- 

. 

- 

1,661  11     6 

1,624     5     0 

Fees  of  office 

- 

- 

- 

829  18  U 

988     7     4 

Fines  and  fees 

- 

- 

- 

1,292     7  11 

1,038  14  11 

Post  office     - 

•  . 

- 

- 

548  14     6 

509  18  11 

- 

- 

- 

4,257  12     5 

2,327     8     7 

Repajment  of  loans  - 

- 

- 

- 

— 

50     0     0 

Litereet 

- 

- 

- 

636  16     9 

788     0     0 

MisceUaneons 

- 

- 

- 

13  15  11 

104  15     3 

Total 

38,498     1     6 

89,823     4     1 
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St.  Luou. 


4.  The  expenditure  of  the  year  was  44,114/.;  in  ihe  year 
previous  it  was  43,7337.  but,  as  I  explained  in  my  report  for  1885, 
this  sum  was  more  than  6,000Z.  in  excess  of  the  expenditure 
proper  to  that  year,  the  excess  being  partly  for  arrears  of  1884 
and  partly  a  transfer  of  2,800/.  under  **  Miscellaneous  "  to  a  local 
account,  namely,  to  the  Town  of  Castries  Fund.  Below  is  given  a 
comparative  statement  of  the  expenditure  of  the  two  years: — 


18S5. 

1886. 

Fixed  EitablishmenU. 

£ 

f. 

d. 

£      f.    d. 

Civil 

. 

5,105  U 

1 

4,846    4    7 

Judicial 

- 

4,005 

8 

1 

8,717  16    7 

Police 

2,871 

7 

10 

2,829  18    8 

Gaols 

- 

279 

10 

0 

293     0    0 

Ecclesiastical 

- 

1,612 

4 

8 

1,444  17    9 

Medical 

- 

2,299 

8 

8 

2,186  18     5 

Exclusive  qf  EetablUhments, 

Civil  - 

1,719 

9 

0 

2,866  16    8 

Judicial 

807 

9 

6 

426  10    8 

Police 

415 

8 

9 

881     1     9 

QaolB 

752 

6 

6 

611  18     9 

Medical  and  charitable 

6,907 

10 

8 

5,847    7    4 

Education      - 

1,855 

16 

8 

1,250    0    0 

Immigratioii  - 

1,942 

19 

2 

— 

Pensions 

1,251 

13 

4 

1,209     7     7 

Drawbacks    - 

189 

10 

4 

320  12  10 

Works  and  buildings 

4,931 

6 

4 

11,617     9     2 

Bent- 

576 

10 

4 

528     7     0 

Loans  and  interest     - 

2,100 

0 

0 

2,841     9  11 

Subsidies 

Ull 

3 

11 

1,450     0    0 

Insurance 

78  18 

0 

115  18     0 

Stationery     • 

- 

169  16    5 

Castries  Cemetery    - 

— 

50     6     0 

Forestry  conservation 

— 

85  15    4 

Ifiscellaneous 

8,579  19 

4 

672  12  10 

Total 

48,788 

8 

9 

44,118  15    0 

6.  The  increased  expenditure  in  1886  under  "  Civil,  exclusive 
of  Establishment/'  is  mainly  caused  by  the  payment  in  that  year 
of  two  years'  contribution  to  the  Imperial  Government  for  the  loss 
sustained  by  the  Colony  joining  the  Postal  Union.  A  sum  of 
5,190il  Qs.  W.  was  spent  in  the  erection  of  the  new  hospital 
buildings  fand  1,785/.  7^.  6d  in  the  acquisition  of  a  block  of 
buildings  in  Castries  for  Police  Barracks,  Police  Court  and  offices, 
for  offices  for  the  Colonial  Engineer  and  Protector  of  Immigrants, 
and  for  warehouses.  These  last  two  sums  account  for  the  increased 
expenditure  under  the  head  of  **  Works  and  Buildings."  Deduct- 
ing  these  extraordinary  payments  the  expenditure  for  the  ordinary 
services  of  the  year  was  about  37,000/. 
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6.  The  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  hereunder  shows  the    St.  Lucia. 
financial  position  of  the  Colony  at  31st  December  1886. 


A88BT8. 

Liabilities. 

£    9, 

d. 

£     8, 

d. 

274    8 

0 

Balance   due    to  personal   ac- 

BaUuioe of  defloienoy  in  aooonnts 

counts:— 

of  the  late  acting  treasurers 
Imprests  outstanding 

60011 

8 

St  Luda  Savings  Bank 
Imperial  Post  Office  Fund  - 

6.638    7 

8 

614    1 

2 

1,177    9  11 

Amount  at  interest  in  Colonial 

Castries  Town  Fund  - 

160    1 

8 

Bank          .... 

10,000    0 

0 

Towns  and  Villages  Fund    - 

1,616  16 

2 

Amount     invested    in    Govern- 

Police and  B«venue  Officers' 

ment   loans,  Barbados,  on  ac 

Reward  Fund 

1,862    0 

7 

count  of  Savings  Bank    • 
Amount  invested  in  New  South 

1,000    0 

0 

Suspense  account      - 

90  11 

1 

Amount  in  hands  of  agents. 

Wales   bonds,    on  account  of 

Calcutta,   on  account   of 

Barings  Bank 
Amount    in    hands    of   agents, 
Oalcuttiuon  account  of  Immi- 

Balance  due  by  Military  Property 
Fund         -          -          .          - 

2,000    0 

0 

Immigration  Fund 

659    4 

1 

Amount  of  Crown  Agents* 

accounts    for    December, 

659    4 

1 

1886  - 

2.061  15  10 

968  14 

5 

14,466    7 

0 

Debentures    issued  under   the 

of  the  Crown 

836    5 

6 

authority  of  the  Central  Sugar 

Balance  due  by  Central  Sugar 

Factory  Ordinance,  1874,  and 

Balance  due  by  Immigration  Fund 
Balance  due  by  Castries  Harbour 

152  19  10 

undrawn*          ... 

25,100    0 

0 

219  11  10 

Debentures   issued  under    the 

authority  of  the  Immigration 

Improrement  Fund 
Due  by  tlie  Imperial  Government 
for  advances  for  surveys.  &o.     - 

2,762  16 

6 

Loan   Ordinance,   1878,    and 

undrawn-          ... 

8,500    0 

0 

46  12 

6 

Surplus  of  assets  .          -         - 

8,378  18 

0 

20,144    5 

"o 

Amount  of  loan  to  Castries  Town 

Fund,  repayable  in  annual  in- 

stalments of  8381.  6«.  8d,  with 

interest  at  4  pw  cent.     • 

6*000    0 

0 

Shares  in  the  St.  Lucia  Central 

Sugar      Factoiy      Company, 

81,800    0 

0 

Total 

Total       - 

66,444    6 

0 

66^444    5 

"o 

Public  Debt 

7.  At  the  close  of  1886  the  debt  of  the  Colony  was  33,600/. 
The  debt  of  30,000/.  incurred  in  1875  for  shares  in  the  «  St.  Lucia 
Central  Sugar  Factory  Company  "  has  been  reduced  by  4^900/. 
and  now  stands  at  25,100/.  The  debt  of  6,100/.  incurred  in  1878 
for  immigration  purposes  has  been  reduced  to  5,500/.  No 
reduction  has  as  yet  been  made  in  the  debt  of  3,000/.  incurred 
in  1885  for  the  purposes  of  immigration.  These  loans  bear 
interest  at  6  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  are  secured  on  the  general 
revenues  of  the  Colony. 

Military  Expenditure. 

8.  The  officers  of  the  corps  of  Royal  Engineers,  who  arrived  in 
the  Colony  in  1885,  were  engaged  during  the  past  year  in  making 
surveys  and  finishing  plans  and  reports  of  Morne  Fortun6  and  of 
the  country  around  the  port  of  Castries,  in  view  of  the  erection  of 
fortifications  for  the  protection  of  the  port  as  a  coaling  station, 
and  of  the  occupation  of  the  Morne  by  Iraperal  troops.  The 
expenditure  incurred  on  these  surveys,  as  far  us  it  is  known  in  the 
Colony,  was  726/. 
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Ss.Lnou.        9.  Laws  were  passed  in    1854  and    1856  for  establishing  a 
""~~        militia ;  but  these  have  not  been  put  in  force,  and  the  militia 
has  not  been  enrolled.     No    expenditure  was  incurred  by  the 
Colony  for  military  defence. 

Public  Works. 

10.  The  building  of  the  new  hospital,  which  was  commenced 
in  December  1885,  was  proceeded  with,  but  was  not  completed  in 
the  year.  5,190/.  were  spent  upon  it  during  the  year.  It  will  be 
a  very  large,  substantial,  and  well  ventilated  hospital.  It  is  now 
near  completion,  and  will  be  ready  in  a  month  or  two  for  the 
reception  of  patients. 

11.  A  snm  of  583/.  was  expended  un  the  repairs  and  fittings 
of  the  premises  which  were  purchased  for  police  barracks, 
warehouse,  police  court,  and  public  offices.  These  premises  were 
occupied  some  time  before  the  close  of  the  year,  and  have  been 
found  well  suited  for  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  bought. 

12.  On  the  general  repair  and  upkeep  of  the  public  buildings 
the  sum  of  696/.  was  spent,  nnd  on  roads  and  bridges  the  sum  of 
3,765/.  The  cost  of  re-building  the  Roseau  bridge  is  included  in 
the  last-mentioned  sum.  The  bridge  was  opened  for  use  before 
the  close  of  the  year,  but  was  not  thoroughly  Bnished. 

13.  A  portion  of  the  Castries  River  embankment  wallf^ve  way 
during  the  heavy  floods  in  the  month  of  November.  This  was 
rebuilt  very  promptly  of  concrete  at  a  cost  of  70/.,  charged  on  the 
Castries  Town  Fund. 

14.  Considerable  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  the 
important  and  extensive  improvements  to  the  harbour  of  Castries 
which  were  begun  in  November  1885.  These  works  are  con- 
ducted under  the  direction  of  Sir  John  Coode,  and  locally  under 
Mr.  John  H.  Bostock,  the  resident  engineer,  who  was  selected  for 
the  purpose  by  Sir  John  Coode. 

15.  The  machinery  which  has  been  furnished  is  of  the  best 
description.  The  dredger,  built  by  Messrs.  Simons  &  Co.,  of 
Renfrew,  specially  for  these  harbour  works,  is  very  powerful  and 
does  the  dredging  in  the  most  rapid  and  effective  manner. 

16.  Concrete  cylinders  are  being  laid  to  a  depth  of  40  feet 
below  low  water  to  form  the  new  wharf,  which  is  to  be  650  feet 
in  length.  The  first  of  these  cylinders  was  laid  on  the  15ih  of 
September,  and  by  the  end  of  December  28  were  laid.  Since 
then  they  have  been  laid  more  rapidly,  and  at  this  date  58  are 
laid. 

17.  Besides  the  staff  of  foremen,  divers,  and  artizans  who  have 
come  from  England  to  serve  for  a  term  of  years  on  these  work«, 
upwards  of  223  tradesmen  and  labourers  find  daily  employment 
on  them  in  various  ways.  The  occupation  thus  provided  for  so 
many  people,  and  the  wages  which  they  earn,  most  of  which  goes 
immediately  into  circulation,  are  as  great  a  present  benefit  to  the 
Colony,  when  there  is  so  much  agricultural  depression,  as  the  works 
will  be  of  commercial  importance  and  advantage  in  the  future. 
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18.  The  port  of  Castries  is  daily  becoming  better  known  as  a  St.  Lucia. 
convenient  and  cheap  station  for  coaling.  Besides  the  steamers  — — 
of  the  Boyal  Mail  Steam  Packet  Company,  of  Scrutton's  direct 
line  and  of  the  Quebec  line  which  regularly  call  here  for  coals,  a 
trade  in  this  respect  is  rapidly  growing  with  vessels  from  Rio 
Janeiro  and  other  ports  on  the  southern  continent  of  America. 
The  fitness  of  this  port  for  very  large  vessels,  and  for  coaling 
them,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  Admiral  Lyons  brought  into  the 
harbour  in  the  last  month  without  any  difficulty  his  flagship,  the 
"Bellerophon/*  and  his  fleet  of  six  ships,  three  of  them  being 
corvettes  of  the  class  of  the  "Comus,**  and  the  *«  Bellerophon  " 
and  several  of  the  ships  were  coaled  within  the  harbour.  The 
remark  was  made  to  me  at  the  time  by  the  captain  of  one  of  the 
ships  that  there  was  ample  room  in  the  harbour  for  at  least  three 
more  corvettes.  Only  one  shoal,  known  as  the  Rendezvous  shoal, 
had  at  that  time  been  dredged  out ;  when  the  other  shoals,  which 
it  is  contemplated  by  the  works  now  in  progress  to  dredge  out, 
are  removed^  many  more  ships  than  Admiral  Lyons  brought  in 
will  find  roomy  and  safe  anchorage  in  the  harbour. 


Legislation, 

19.  Nine  Ordinances  were  passed  and  came  into  force  in  the 
year.  One  repealed  the  Ordinances  which  united  the  offices  of 
Sheriff  and  Inspector  of  Police,  and  provided  that  the  Prothonotary 
of  the  Royal  Court  should  also  be  Sheriff,  and  should  perform  the 
Sheriff's  duties  as  well  as  those  of  Prothonotary.  Another 
Ordinance  provided  for  the  appointment  of  Auditor  of  Accounts 
defining  his  duties,  and  his  powers  with  respect  to  matters  of 
accotmt,  and  to  persons  having  the  receipt,  disbursement,  or  custody 
of  public  moneys  who  are  to  account  to  him. 

20.  Two  Ordinances,  one  to  consolidate  and  amend  the 
Ordinances  relating  to  the  distillation  and  disposal  of  spirits,  and 
the  other  to  amend  the  law  reladng  to  the  granting  of  licenses 
for  the  sale  of  spirits,  wine,  and  malt  liquor,  repealed  the  former 
laws  on  these  subjects,  and,  without  altering  the  principles  on 
which  they  were  framed,  provided  in  lieu  of  them  more  full  and 
simple  enactments. 

21.  An  Ordinance  similar  to  the  Imperial  Statute,  16  &  17  Vict, 
c.  69,  was  passed  to  prevent  spirituous  or  fermented  liquors  from 
being  taken  on  board  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  without  the  consent 
of  the  commanders. 

22.  An  Ordinance  which  was  passed  in  1883,  the  short  title  of 
which  was  ^'The  Boundaries  Settlement  Ordinance,  1883,"  having 
been  found  defective  in  many  points  was  repeated  by  the  Ordinance 
shortly  entitled,  *'  The  Surveyors  and  Boundaries  Settlement 
Ordinance,  1886.'''  This  latter  Ordinance  repeals  also  the  laws 
which  were  in  force  for  the  appointment  of  a  Colonial  Surveyor, 
and  of  land  surveyors,  and  for  regulating  their  duties,  and  contains 
amended  provisions  on  these  subjects. 

o    5018S.  N 
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St.  LvcLk.        23.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  <^  The  Harbour  of  Castries  Loan 

— ^        Ordinance,  1885,"  was  enacted,  granting  powers  to  raise  a  loan 

of  70,000i  for  the  improvement  of  Castries  harbour,  in  lieu  of 

the  60,000/.  which  was  authorised  to  be  raised  by  the  Ordinance 

of  1885. 

24.  The  other  Ordinances  were  **  The  Supplementary  Appro- 
priation Ordinance,  1885,"  and  **  The  appropriation  Ordinance, 
1887.'* 

Councils* 

25.  Mr.  Emmanuel  *Du  Boulay  and  Mr.  Chastanet,  unofficial 
members  of  the  Legislative  Council,  obtained  leave  of  absence  in 
the  year,  the  former  for  six  months  and  the  latter  for  four  months. 
They  both  returned  within  the  year.  Mr.  Duchateau  Roger  was 
appointed  to  act  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Du  Boulay,  but  no  appoint- 
ment was  made  in  Mr.  Chastanet's  place. 

26.  On  the  31st  of  October  Mr.  John  Shanks  MoiFat,  the  senior 
unofficial  member,  died.     This  vacancy  was  not  filled  in  the  year. 

Civil  Establishment. 

27.  There  were  but  few  changes  in  the  establishment  during 
the  year.  Mr.  C.  Falconer  Anton,  who  had  been  acting  as  Magis- 
trate of  the  Third  District,  was  appointed,  provisionally.  Auditor 
of  Accounts,  and  Mr.  John  W.  Elliot,  from  Tobago,  was  appointed 
Magistrate  of  the  Third  District.  Mr.  GalJ,  late  Sheriff  and 
Inspector  of  Police,  having  been  pensioned,  the  duties  of  Sheriff 
were  transferred  to  the  Prothonolary  of  the  Royal  Court,  and 
Captain  Roche  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Police,  with  charge 
over  the  Royal  Gaol. 

Mr.  Thomas  F.  Meagher  was  confirmed  as  second  clerk  in 
Government  office,  in  which  place  he  had  been  acting  for  some 
time.  Mr.  Hart  was  appointed  keeper  of  the  petroleum  warehouse 
vice  Mr.  M.  Leod,  resigned. 

Pensions, 

28.  Mr.  Gall,  late  Sheriff  and  Inspector  of  Police,  was  granted 
an  annual  pension  of  80?.,  dating  from  the  first  of  January 
1886.  There  are  10  retired  officers  drawing  pensions,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  the  sum  of  l,216i  11^.  3rf. 

Population. 

29.  The  population  of  the  Colony  is  placed  by  the  Begistrar 
General  at  the  close  of  the  year  1886  at  41,971.  But  there  being 
no  record  of  immigration  or  emigration  (except  of  East  Indians) 
it  is  not  possible  to  say  with  any  accuracy  what  is  really  the  pre* 
sent  population.  Many  of  the  able-bodied  natives  have  left  for 
the  Isthmus  of  Panama  during  the  last  and  several  previous  years, 
many  have  returned,  and  many  persons  have  come  from  the 
neighbouring  colonies  to  seek  employment  on  the  public  works 
here.  It  is  pretty  certain,  however,  that  the  emigration  has 
exceeded  the  immigration. 
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30.  The  births  in  the  year  numbered  1,496,  excluding  the  still-    St,  Luolv. 
born,  of  which  there  were  115.     The  birth-rate  of  living  births        "^^ 
was  3  •  61  per  cent.     The  average  birth-rate  between  1869,  when 
registration  was  introduced,  and  1883,  was  4*  12  per  cent. ;  since 

1883  the  average  has  dropped  to  3  *  84,  which  the  Begistrdr 
Greneral  attributes  to  the  migration  of  males  to  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama. 

31.  The  illegitimate  births  were  71*32  of  the  total  births, 
showing  a  considerable  increase  in  immorality  in  the  past  year. 
It  is  much  ^o  be  regretted  that  illegitimacy  has  been  steadily  on 
the  increase ;  in  1879  it  stood  at  62  *  32  per  cent,  of  the  total  birtha 
and  year  by  year  the  per-centage  has  been  added  to  until  it  hos 
reached  the  high  proportion  of  Tl '  32. 

32.  The  death-rate  in  the  past  year  was  2  *  62  per  cent,  of  the 
population.  The  Registrar  General  sav8:"This  rate  was  about 
*'  one  half  per  cent,  in  excess  of  that  of  the  previous  year,  and  a 

'^  trifle  higher  than  the  mean  rate  of  2  '  48  struck  at  the  end  of  ' 

^*  1882.     The  published  returns  of  Jamaica  for  1885  give  the 

**  rate  at  2  *  27 ;  those  of  Grenada  for  the  same  period  show  2  *  60. 

'*  The  increase  of  the  year's  rate  over  that  of  1885  is  in  a  measure 

"  due  to  the  mortality  amongst  the  immigrants  from  the  nei^- 

"  bouring  Colonies,  who,  drawn  here  by  the  desire  of  earnmg 

'^  money  to  cany  back  home,  have  huddled  themselTes  in  largd 

^'  numbers    in   unsuitable  houses  in   Castries,    feeding  on  the 

*'  cheapest  and  least  nutritive  food.     The  large  increase  in  the 

'<  Savings  Bank  deposits  would  tend  to  show  that  personal  expen-^ 

<*  diture  has  been  reduced  by  them  to  the  lowest  possible  figure 

^*  compatible  with  bare  existence." 

33.  The  mortality  among  children  of  five  years  and  under  was 
44  *  96  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths,  26  *  97  per  cent,  being  of 
infants  under  one  year,  and  17  *98  ^r  cent,  of  children  of  one 
and  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Samngs  Bank. 

84.  The  business  transacted  in  the  Savings  Bank  during  the 
year  1886  was  considerable.  The  deposits  amounted  to 
4,910/.  6*.  8rf.  and  the  withdrawals  were  2,8fe3i  11^.  4^.  At  the 
close  of  1885  there  were  267  depositoi*s,  having  deposits  to  the 
amount  of  4,416/.  165.  8rf. ;  at  the  close  of  1886  there  were  296 
depositors,  having  deposits  to  the  amount  of  6,538u  **i.  8r/.  This 
sura  was  held  in  the  following  manner : — 

£      8.   d. 
In    New    South   Wales    inscribed 

stock  at  3J  per  cent.    -  -    2,000    0    0 

In    Barbados   Government  deben- 
tures at  4  per  cent.         -  -     1,000     0     0 
In  Colonial  Bank  at  3  per  cent.      -     2,000     0     0 
In  Colonial  Bank,  current  account-     1,538     7     8 

6,538     7     8 
N  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


196 


PAPEB8    RBLATINa  TO 


0T.  LUOZA. 


Education, 

35.  There  were  20  schools  receiying  Government  aid  in 
tlie  past  year;  10  of  these  were  under  the  management  of  Lady 
Mico's  trustees,  nine  under  the  mamigement  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
clergy,  and  one  was  established  during  the  year  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  Crown  lands  estate  for  the  children  of  Indian  emigmnts. 

36.  Lady  Mico's  trustees  provide  schoolhouses  and  residences 
for  the  teachers,  and  give  2202^  a  year  towards  the  maintenance 
of  theur  schools,  the  Government  granting  aid  to  theu  extent  of 
675/.  The  trustees  also  give  201  for  an  annual  inspection  of  their 
schook  The  Roman  Catholic  clergy  find  their  scboolhouses,  but 
contribute  nothing,  or  a  mere  trifle,  tov^ards  the  maintenance  of 
their  schools,  which  are  supported  by  the  Government  grant  of 
575il  The  manager  of  the  Crown  lands  estate  finds  a  residence 
for  the  teacher  and  a  schoolhouse,  and  the  Government  pays  a 
■alary  of  50/.  to  the  teacher.  The  Canadian  mission  to  Indian 
immigrants  through  their  minister  the  Rev.  Mr.  Morton,  of 
Trinidad,  has  helped  this  school  with  books,  and  to  this  gentle- 
man the  Colony  is  indebted  for  the  selection  of  the  teacher,  who 
has  given  satis&ction  in  his  conduct  of  the  school. 

37.  The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  schools  receiving 
State  aid,  and  the  number  of  scholars  attending  them  in  the  last 
three  years :— 


1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1 

•8 

? 

•s 

1 

•s 

si 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

liieo  tehools 

10 

1,808 

10 

1,481 

10 

1,442 

Boman  Cstholio  schools 

8 

1,589 

9 

1,480 

9 

1,417 

Govemmont  school  for  In- 
dian inunuET  Ants  -           • 

— 

• 

— 

— 

1 

48 

Totals  - 

18 

2^97 

19 

S,911 

20 

2,907 

Imports  and  Exports, 

38.  The  value  of  imported  goods  was  122,283/1,  and  of  exported 
goods  105,2077.  Of  the  latter  84,63821  was  the  value  of  goods 
the  produce  and  manufacture  of  the  Colony,    fielow  are  com- 

Crative  tables  of  the  values  of  the  imports  and  exports  in  the 
;t  three  years,  and  of  the  exports  which  were  the  produce  of 
the  Colony. 
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Countries. 


1884. 


1885. 


United  Kingdom 
Britiih  Wect  Indies      - 
United  States  - 
France  •  .  • 

Foreign  West  Indies     - 
Other  foreign  countries  - 

Totals  - 


£ 
64,985 

11,850 

41,189 

16,440 

11,862 

684 


146,460 


£ 
41,857 

12,892 

25,548 

2,815 

4,296 

886 


98,789 


Exports. 


Exports,  the  Produce  of  the  Colony. 
{Included  in  above  gross  eaports.) 


St.  lAscLk* 


1886. 


£ 
68,642 

14,671 

26,256 

1M79 

5,940 

295 


122,288 


Conntries. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

United  Kingdom 

£ 
32,449 

£ 
64,560 

£ 
28,980 

British  West  Indies      - 

1,976 

1,984 

17,662 

United  States    .... 

94,182 

87,962 

47,214 

France  -                      ... 

7,021 

8,821 

7,198 

Fordgn  West  Indies     - 

10,285 

7,852 

4,070 

Other  foreign  places      .           .          - 

8 

88 

88 

Totals  . 

145,866 

121,262 

105,207 

Countries* 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

United  Kingdom           .           .          . 
British  West  Indies      - 

France  ...          -          - 
Foreign  West  Indies    .          .          . 
Other  foreign  countries 

£ 
82,440 

545 

98^1 

7,021 

10,074 

8 

£ 
64,551 

1,591 

86,655 

8,815 

6,847 

77 

£ 
28,980 

2,188 

42,266 

7,198 

8»928 

88 

Totals  - 

148,564 

118,586 

84,688 
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Bx.J^ou.        39.  The  great  difference  in  1886  between  the  value  of  the 
"  exports  the  produce  of  the  Colony  and   the  gross  value  of  the 

exports  is  dueto  the  ^rge  sbipment  of  specie.  American  gold  to 
the  amount  .of  4^948/.  was  shipped  to  the  United  States.  To 
Trinidad  139481/.  were  shipped,  3,000i  being  British  gold  and 
the  remainder  foreign  gold ;  and  1,478/.  of  foreign  gold  was  sent 
to  Barbados.  Of  the  10,451/.  of  foreign  gold  sent  to  Trinidad  it 
has  been  ascertained  that  two-thirds  of  it,  say  6,967/.,  was  collected 
in  1886,  and  it  is  also  ascertained  that  the  foreign  gold  shipped  to 
the  United  States  and  Barbados  was  collected  in  the  same  year, 
so  that  upwards  of  13,39321  of  the  foreign  gold  that  was  shipped 
from  the  Colony  was  received  in  1 886.  All  this  gold  must  have 
been  brought  into  the  Colony  by  the  native  people  who  returned 
from  the  Isthmus  of  Pananin,  and  must  have  been  put  into  circu- 
lation \)y  them  in  the  purchase  of  houses,  lands,  and  other 
property  and  of  merchandise.  A  merchant  has  stated  that  from 
the  sales  in  his  store  in  a  village  on  the  coast,  he  receives  from 
751  to  10021  in  foreign  gold  every  fortnight.  This  village  is  in  a 
part  of  the  island  from  which  a  large  number  of  able-bodied 
labourers  emitted  to  the  Isthmus. 

40.  The  quantities  and  values  of  the  principal  products  of 
the  Colony  exported  in  the  last  three  years,  and  the  places  to 
which  they  were  shipped,  are  shown  in  the  table  hereonckr : — 


Articles. 

Ck>untrie8. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

United  Kingdom 

Lbs. 
S15>780 

Lbs. 
143,376 

Lbs. 
812,778 

United  States 

680 

— 

.. 

Cocoa 

-' 

France 
Barbados     - 

S80,670 
1,580 

805,818 
MIS 

228,580 
4,960 

French)  West  Indies - 

— 

S,S00 

— 

Colon 

f 

— 

— 

450 

498,610 

468,107 

546,768 

r 
•1 

I 

Total            U 
United  Kingdom 

£      «.    d. 
12,465    6    0 

£       8.     d. 
12,109    5    0 

£       5.     d. 
17,086  10    0 

No. 

No. 
200 

No. 
388 

Hides 

United  States 
Barbados     - 

98     • 
40 

"28$ 

1,681 

French  West  Indies  - 

1,695 

1,838 

604 

1,883 

1,826 

2,673 

Total             "I 

X      f.     d. 
381  17    6 

£     8,    d, 
273  14    0 

£       8.     </. 
424  19    0 
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St.  XiUoza. 


fArtides. 

Countries. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

Tons. 

1  Unked  Kingdom 

186 

70 

31 

1  Franc* 

— 

10 

Logwood  -' 

United  States 

43 

..^ 

French  West  Indies- 

88 

— . 

46 

^ 

.  BritiBh  West  Indies- 

r 

— 

— 

21 

217 

80 

98 

Total            -J 

£ 

A 

£ 

L 

414 

160 

196 

Galls. 

G«n8. 

Galls. 

France 

60 

10|115 

796 

United  States 

1,860 

.i.. 

..^ 

Barbados     - 

90 



492 

RttID 

French  West  Indies  - 

11,790 

508 

United  Kingdom      * 

— 

10,041 

.^ 

Spanish  West  Indies 

— 

884 

.. 

Colon 

r 

— 

1,U8 

1,138 

13,800 

22,166 

2,426 

Total             'I 

a      9.    d. 

£       5.    d. 

£      «.    H, 

I 

920    0     0 

1,293     0     4 

121     6     0 

Lbs. 

IJ)8. 

Lbs. 

^ 

United  Kingdom      - 

1,937,600 

4,346,200 

2,644,600 

United  States 

1,187,200 

405,200 

8,093,900 

Grenada 

— 

24,200 

14,000 

St  Vmcent  - 

— 

2,000 

600 

':&).■ 

Antiffua 

— 

1,000 

— 

Dommica     - 

— 

400 

— 

Barbados      - 

— 

— 

114,600 

Montserrat  - 

— 

— 

1,2X3 

French  West  Indies  - 

— 

— 

200 

- 

Colon 

— 

— 

200 

8,124,800 

4,779,000 

5,869,318 

Total 

£      8,    d. 

£      8.    d. 

£        8.     d. 

27,900    0    0 

40,228     5     0 

41,923  14     0 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

Lbs. 

' 

United  Kingdom 

1,624,112 

8,710,400 

200 

Umted  States 

14,223,552 

5,307,700 

8,685,900 

Sugar  (mus*^ 
corado) 

Afartinique  - 
Grenada 

2,128 

500 

2,000 

St.  Vincent  - 

-.^ 

_ 

400 

Daiiish  West  Indies- 

»- 

— 

200 

. 

Colon 

r 

— 

— 

2,000 

15,849,792 

9,018,600 

3,690,700 

Total  .         -I 

£        8.     d. 

£        5.      (f. 

£      «.    d. 

i               I 

91.984  15     0 

56,866     5     0 

18,94?  15  10 
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St.  JjVCLks 


ArtidM. 

Countries. 

188i. 

1885. 

1886. 

MolasieB    -{ 

n^Kingdom      - 
Total 

Galls. 
885,900 

Galls. 
879>A9 
2,158 

Galls. 
215,804 

885,900 

A       8.     d. 
8,397  10     0 

881,407 

£      «.    d, 
6,856  15     8 

215,804 

A      $.    d. 
8,596  14    8 

41.  The  port  of  Castries  has  been  used  as  a  coaling  station  for 
some  time  past,  and  a  large  stock  of  coal  was  on  hand,  but  in  the 
last  year  an  additional  supply  of  12454  tons  was  imported  to 
meet  the  increased  demand  which  it  was  expected  would  arise  in 
the  present  year. 

Shipping. 

42.  The  number  of  sailing  vessels  which  entered  the  port  of  the 
Colony  in  1886  was  242,  and  of  steamers  203;  the  tonnage 
of  the  former  was  12,177  and  of  the  latter  205,775  ;  the  crews 
of  the  sailing  vessels  numbered  1,215  and  of  the  steamers 
7,730. 

43.  The  number  of  sailing  vessels  which  cleared  was  240, 
tonnage  11,789,  crews  1,200;  and  the  number  of  steamers  which 
cleared  was  202,  tonnage  205,687,  crews  7,715. 

44.  The  shipping  inwards  and  outwards  in  1884  and  1885 
was: — 

Inwards. 


1884. 

1885. 

"No. 

S19 

224 

Sailing  TMsels 

- 

^    Tons 

20,050 

14,077 

^Oews 

1,415 

1,245 

"No. 

189 

199 

Steamen     - 

- 

-    Tons 

191,150 

201,056 

^Oews 
-  No. 

7,438 

7,559 

408 

438 

Total 

- 

..    Tons 

211,200 

216,183 

^  Crews 

8,848 

8,804 
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Outwards. 


St.  LuaA. 


1884. 

1885. 

-No. 

218 

225 

Sailing  yetsels         .           -           -. 

Tom 

19,651 

14,245 

jCrem 

M89 

1,272 

-  No. 

189 

200 

Stoiuiun 

Tons 

191»150 

201,695 

.Crews 
^No. 

7,483 

7,569 

403 

425 

Total 

Tons 

310,801 

215,940 

^Crews 

8,822 

8,841 

45.  No  record  is  obtainable  of  the  number  of  vessels  that  coaled 
in  the  years  1884  and  1885,  but  in  1886  86  vessels  took  coal, 
namely,  six  ships  of  Her  Majesty's  navy,  four  foreign  ships 
of  war,  two  yachts,  and  74  other  vessels. 

Jhisons. 

46.  The  returns  on  this  subject  are  favourable,  and  exhibit 
a  diminution  in  the  number  of  commitments. 

47.  The  report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prison  by  the 
Colonial  Surceon  is  also  satisfactory.      There  was  one  death, 

a  case  of  suicide. 

48.  The  following  table  gives  a  comparative  statement  of  the 
commitments  in  the  three  years  last  past)  the  daily  averages, 
the  sick  averages,  and  the  deaths : — 


1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Nnmber  of  eonumtmentt 

381 

524 

365 

Nomber  for  safe  costodj,  &c.   - 

102 

160 

102 

Nomber  for  penal  imprisonnient 

279 

364 

263 

Daily  average  in  prison 

58 

65 

58 

Number  admitted  to  infirmarj  • 

88 

44 

44 

Daily  average  on  sick  list        -          - 

2' 58 

2*55 

4-11 

Deaths 

1 

4 

I 
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St-  I'Uci^-  Criminal  Statistics. 

49.  Crime  in  the  past  year  was  less.  The  offences  reported  to 
the  police  and  the  number  of  pei*sons  apprehended  or  summoned 
by  them  were  fewer  in  1886  than  in  the  four  years  preceding. 
The  summary  convictions  in  the  magistrates'  courts^  and  the  con* 
victions  in  the  superior  court,  were  also  fewer  in  number. 

60.  In  tiie  superior  court  there  T^ere  only  31  cases  against  49 
in  the  previous  year.  Of  the  31  cases  judgment  was  for  the 
prisoner  in  14  cases^  one  prisoner  was  found  insane^  and  one  case 
fell  through,  leaving  15  judgments  for  the  Crown ;  of  these  judg- 
ments six  were  for  offences  against  the  person^  one  of  them  being 
for  manslaughter  and  one  for  concealment  of  birth^  and  nine  were 
for  offences  against  property^  one  only  being  for  malicious  injury  to 
property. 

51.  Annexed  is  a  comparative  table  showing  the  number  of 
offences^  apprehensions^  convictions,  and  acquittals  in  the  last  four 
years. 


1883. 


1884. 


1885.         1886. 


Korober  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  - 

Namber  of  persons  i^prehended  by  the 
police  or  summoned  before  the  magis- 
strates       -  -  -  -  • 

Number  of  summary  conyictions:-* 
For  offences  against  the  person    - 

For  pnedial  larceny         -  -  - 

For  offences  against  property  other  than 
prsedial  larceny  -  -  - 

Kumber   of    convictions   in    the   superior 
court: — 
For  offences  against  the  person 

For  offences  against  property  other  than 
prsedial  larceny         ... 

For  other  offences       -  -  - 

Number  of  persons  acquitted:^ 
In  the  inferior  courts  •      - 

In  the  superior  courts      -  -  - 


1,760 

1,684 

1,452 

3,S45 

2,097 

2,064 

•  275 

837 

280 

28 

26 

49 

62 

86 

79 

8 

15 

17 

Id 
1 

8 

14 

1,104 

991 

1,021 

10 

5 

18 

1,884 

1,800 

285 
10 

84 

6 
9 

972 
12 


Hospitals  and  Asylums. 

52.  In  the  temporary  hospital  at  Morne  Fortuu^  there  were  2,168 
admissions  in  1886  and  there  were  164  patients  remaining  from 
the  year  previous,  making  2^332  patients  under  treatment  in  the 
year.  The  daily  average  was  ljl4.  In  1886  there  were  165 
patients  from  the  year  previous  ai|d  3,317  persons  were  admitted 
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making  a  total  of  3^472  patients  under  treatment,  with  a  daily     St.  Luou. 

average  of  169.     By  far  the  larger  number  of  these  patients  were         

Indian  immigrants  who  arrived  in  the  Colony  at  the  end  of  1884 
and  beginning  of  1885.  These  immigrants  crowded  the  hospitals 
in  the  first  year  of  their  arrival,  but  becoming  acclimatized  did  not 
frequent  them  much  in  the  past  year.  The  death-rate  in  the  tem- 
porary hospital,  calculated  on  the  number  under  treatment^  was 
2*6  per  cent,  and  on  the  bed  rale  or  daily  average  53  per  cent. 

53.  The  hospital  at  Soqfriere  had  19  patients  from  the  previous 
year  and  204  were  admitted,  making  a  total  of  223  under  treat- 
ment in  1886.  The  daily  average  number  in  hospital  was  14, 
and  the  deaths  were  18.  The  death-rate  of  those  under  treatment 
was  8  per  cent 

54.  The  hospital  at  Dennery  had  375  admissions  in  the  year, 
which,  with  17  patients  from  the  previous  year,  made  a  total  of  392 
patients  under  treatment.  The  daily  average  was  19.  There 
were  10  deaths,  giving  a  death-rate  of  2*55  on  the  number 
treated. 

55.  In  the  Vieuxfort  Hospital  there  were  20  patients  at  tlie  begin- 
ning of  the  year  and  there  were  395  admissions,  making  415  under 
treatment  The  daily  average  was  14.  Eight  patients  died,  giving 
a  death-rate  of  1*92  per  cent  on  the  cases  treated; 

56.  The  yaws  hospital  had  73  patients  from  1885,  and  162 
persons  were  admitted,  making  235  under  treatment  in  the  year. 
Five  patients  died  and  132  were  discharged  cured.  The  daily 
average  in  hospital  was  83,  and  the  death-rate  was  2*1  per  cent,  on 
the  cases  treated. 

57.  The  poor  and  incurable  hospital  (in  Castries)  had  in  it  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  73  patients  and  there  were  310  admis- 
sions, making  383  patients  under  treatment.  The  daily  average 
was  63.  The  deaths  were  76  ;  and  the  death-rate  on  the  cases 
treated  was  19*84  per  cent 

58.  During  the  year  1886  the  patients  treated  in  these  institutions 
numbered  3,980,  the  daily  average  being  307.  3,251  patienu 
were  discharged  "  cured/'  and  154  "  relieved."  The  deaths  were 
178,  giving  a  death-rate  on  the  cases  under  treatment  of  4'47  per 
cent. 

59.  At  the  dispensary  iu  Castries  11,890  patients  received 
medical  advice  and  treatment,  and  6,017  in  the  eight  dispensaries 
in  the  other  districts,  making  a  total  of  17,907  out-patients  who 
received  medical  aid.  In  the  Castries  dispensary  the  number  of 
"  dressings  "  o£  ulcers  was  6,398  and  of  wounds  741.  The  number 
of  fever  cases  entered  on  the  register  was  872. 

60.  The  Colonial  Surgeon  reports,  **  the  very  large  number  of 
"  dispensary  patients  bears  testimony  to  the  general  appreciation 
**  of  the  medical  services  rendered,  and  the  number  of  .ulcers  and 
'^  injuries  dressed  at  these  institutions  gives  evidence  of  the  anxious 
**  desire  of  the  medical  staff  to  reduce,  as  far  as  possible,  the 
'^  numbers  of  those  who  would  otherwise  seek  admission  for  hospital 
"  treatment" 
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S»  Lucia.  LwuUic  Asylum. 

61.  In  the  past  year  eight  males  and  five  females  were  admitted 
into  this  asylum.  The  daily  average  in  it  was  20.  Six  patients 
were  discharged  cured  ;  there  were  two  deaths.  One  male  patient 
escaped,  and  four  were  transferred  to  the  asylum  at  Grenada. 
These  four  were  all  that  the  asylum  could  receive. 

62.  It  would  be  a  great  boon  to  the  unfortunate  lunatics  were 
it  possible  to  provide  for  them  in  the  general  asylum  at  Grenada, 
where  the  patients  are  commonly  allowed  to  be  in  association  in 
commodious  rooms^  and  have  large  airing  yards  for  exercise  and 
recreation.  In  this  island  the  building  in  which  they  are  placed 
is  small;  each  patient  has  to  be  kept  in  a  separate  room^  ana  there 
is  no  properly  enclosed  space  where  they  can  be  allowed,  with 
safety,  to  take  exercise.  This  building  is  in  Fort  Charlotte  and 
will  be  required  when  the  troops  are  again  stationed  in  the  island. 
It  will  then  be  necessary  to  provide  other  accommodation  for  the 
lunatics^  and  opportunity  should  be  taken  to  provide  this  in  the 
Central  Asylum,  having  locally  only  a  Bmall  building  for  the 
temporary  confinement  of  those  waiting  to  be  transferred  to  the 
central  asylum  and  of  cases  of  temporary  insanity. 

General  Remarks. 

63.  The  health  of  the  Island  was  not  so  good  in  the  past  year ; 
fevers  and  rheumatic  complaints  having  been  more  prevalent  owing 
to  the  continuous  and  excessive  rainfall.  From  this  cause  there 
was  an  unusual  amount  of  illness  in  Castries  in  the  months  of  July, 
August^  and  September. 

64.  It  was  feared  by  many  that  using  the  dredgings  of  the 
harbour  for  the  reclamation  of  land  at  its  eastern  shore  would  have 
been  found  prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  town  and  its  neigh- 
bourhood, but  this  has  not  been  the  case.  The  dredgings  have 
been  of  coral  and  hard  clay  and  have  been  perfectly  free  from 
noxious  or  disagreeable  odours. 

66.  Owing  to  the  existence  of  yellow  fever  at  Colon  at  one 
season  of  the  year,  quarantine  regulations  had  to  be  enforced 
against  that  port,  and  also  for  a  limited  time  against  the  island  of 
Martinique,  through  which  it  was  found  persons  from  Colon  were 
in  the  habit  of  returning  to  the  Colony.  Happily  the  precautions 
taken  proved  effective,  and  no  case  of  the  disease  occurred  in  St 
Lucia. 

66.  When  the  works  at  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  first  attracted 
notice  here  and  people  were  induced  to  emigrate  for  the  purpose 
of  taking  employment  at  those  works,  it  was  considered  that  St. 
Lucia  would  suffer  greatly  by  the  exodus.  This  probably  would 
have  resulted  had  not  the  cultivation  of  muscovado  sugar  been 
checked,  and  since  become  almost  abandoned^  by  reason  of  the 
depressed  condition  of  the  markets.  But  under  existing  circum- 
sunces  the  emigration  has,  in  fact,  proved  most  beneficial,  ff  umbera 
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of  able-bodied  men,  who  would  have  been  without  employment  in 
the  Colony,  have  sought  and  obtained  lucrative  occupation  at  the 
Isthmus,  some  oK  these  have  comeback  with  money  in  their  pockets, 
while  others,  without  returning,  have  remitted  lar^e  sums  to  their 
families  or  friends.  These  moneys  are  being  invested  in  the 
purchase  of  land,  and  the  peasant  proprietary  body  is  consequently 
on  the  increase.  Many  of  those  who  have  come  back  and  invested 
their  ^ains  in  property  have  again  returned  to  the  Isthmus  in 
search  of  more  gold,  leaving  their  wives  and  families  meanwhile 
to  look  after  their  lands  and  crops.  It  is  seen,  as  noticed  before, 
that  by  this  intercoui-se  upwards  of  13,393/.  ol  foreign  gold  found 
iis  way  into  circulation  in  the  Colony  in  the  past  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Edwabd  Libordb. 
His  Elxcellency 
Walter  J.  Sendall,  Esquire, 
Govemor-in-Chief. 


St.  Lucia* 


DOMINICA. 


No.  13. 


Governor  the  Right  Hon.  Viscount  Gobmanston  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

Government  House,  Antigua, 
Sir,  April  27, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  Blue  Book  of 
Dominica  for  the  year  1886,  with  the  Acting  President's  report 

thereon. 

I  have,  &C. 

(Signed)      Gobmanston, 

The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland  Bart.,  G.C.M.G. 

&c  &c.  &c. 


Repobt  on  the  Blue  Book  of  Dominica  for  the  year  1886. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

£  8.     d. 

Revenue  in  1886         -  -       15,238     2     2^ 

Expenditure  in  1886  -       15,642     7     7^ 

In  the  total  revenue  are  included  arrears  of  revenue  for  1885  to 
the  amount  of  239/.  8*.  10^^.,  and  a  sum  of  395i.  11^.  l^rf. 
derived  from  an  additional  6  per  cent  duty  imposed  under  the 
provisions  of  Act  No.  2  of  1886  for  three  fourths  of  the  year  only, 
viz.,  from  the  let  April  to  3l8t  December. 


DoimncuL. 
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DoMTNicA.        These  two  items,  amounting  together  to  635/.,  were  not  included 

in  the  annual  estimates  as  probable  sources  of  revenue  and  may, 

therefore,  for  tlie  purpose  of  comparing  the  estimated  and  actual 
revenue,  be  deducted. 

After  making  this  deduction  the  receipts  from  all  ordinary  and 
fixed  sources  of  revenue  are  seen  to  have  amounted  to 
14,603Z.  28.  2^d. 

As  compared  with  the  estimate  of  the  revenue  for  1886,  which 
had  been  set  down  at  15,475i.,  there  was,  accordingly,  a  deficiency 
in  the  actual  receipts  (omitting  fractions)  of  872?. 

The  deficiency  was  general,  being  spread  through  all  branches 
of  the  revenue,  for  of  the  27  heads  under  which  the  revenue  is 
classified,  in  seven  only  were  the  receipts  above  the  estimated 
standard. 

The  only  considerable  increase  was  in  "Post  Office  receipts," 
which  exceeded  the  estimate  by  100/. 

Under  the  head  of  **  Customs  "  the  receipts  from  export  duties 
and  excise  were  slightly  above  the  estimate,  but  the  receipt  from 
import  duties  showed  a  deci^ease  of  319/.  and  those  from  tonnage 
duties  of  92/. 

Under  the  head  of  "  Fees  of  OflSce  "  there  was  a  decrease  of 
96/.,  and  under  that  of  "  Road  Fund  "  of  185/.,  the  decrease  in  each 
case  being  nearly  one  third  of  the  estimated  receipts. 

The  amount  paid  for  liquor  and  trade  licenses  was  106/.  less 
than  the  estimate,  and  under  13  heads,  which  need  not  beparticu* 
larly  specified,  the  aggregate  deficiency  in  the  actual  as  compared 
with  the  estimated  receipts  was  147t 

The  cause  of  the  deficiency,  particularly  of  the  large  decrease 
in  Customs  receipts,  "and  in  the  number  of  licenses  taken  out, 
must  be  looked  for  in  the  continued  decline  of  the  trade  of  the 
island. 

Expenditure. 

In  the  total  expenditure  are  included  certain  expenses  for  inte- 
rest on  loans  and  other  services,  amounting  together  to  480/,  Is.  4^^., 
which  were  defrayed  by  the  Crown  Agents,  the  requisite  funds 
having  been  advanced  by  them  and  the  Colonial  Government 
having  found  itself  unable  to  make  the  due  remittances  before  the 
close  of  the  year. 

Their  advances  will  be  repaid  out  of  the  revenue  of  the  present 
year  1887. 

In  addition  to  the  above  there  remained  at  the  close  of  the  year 
the  following  liabilities,  which  have  since  been  paid  off  out  of  the 
revenue  of  1887,  viz. : — 

£ 
Due  to  W.  I.  and  P.  Telegraph  Company    -     300 
Due  to  Postmaster  General  -  -     362 

If  these  two  sums  be  considered  as  a  portion  of  the  expenditure 
proper  to  the  year  1886  the  total  expenditure  would  be  16,304/.^ 
being  1,066/.  in  excess  of  the  total  revenue. 
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In  the  annual  estimates  the  expendiiure  for  1886  had  been  sBt     Doimncu. 
down  at  17,078/. ;  but  the  usual  deductions  were  to  be  made  on         ""^ 
account  of  the  salaries  attached  to  certain  acting  appointments 
being  paid  at  lower  rates  than  those  fixed  by  law,  effecting  a  • 
saving  in  the  cost  of  the  establishments  of  560/. 

Besides  the  reduction  of  cost  in  the  establishments,  there  was  a 
saving  of  383/.  effected  in  the  cost  of  the  hospitals  and  poor  house, 
and  a  saving  of  271/.  by  a  temporary  reduction  of  the  police  force. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  the  Registrar,  Mr.  Fadelle,  from  the 
service  on  the  Ist  of  May  the  salary  of  the  office  of  Registrar  and 
Provost  Marshal  was  reduced  to  2501.,  and  a  reduction  of  106/. 
under  that  head  appears  in  the  expenditure  returns;  but  that  was 
counterbalanced  by  a  more  than  corresponding  increase  in  the 
pension  list. 

Mr.  Blanc  having  been  employed  as  a  civil  engineer  in  other 
Presidencies  a  portion  of  his  salary,  amounting  to  73/.  1 1^.  2(/.,  was 
repaid  to  the  Dominica  Treasury. 

There  was  a  reduction  in  the  cost  of  the  maintenance  of 
prisoners  in  the  gaol  of  62/.  lis.  Id.,  and  in  the  cost  of  the  Boseau 
Waterworks  of  43/.  10^.  6</.,  and  in  addition  to  the  above  there 
were  minor  savings  to  the  extent  of  114/.  under  15  heads  of 
expenditure,  making  a  total  decrease  (omitting  fractions)  of  1,603/. 

On  the  other  iiand,  the  expenditure  was  increased  by  some 
items  not  foreseen  at  the  time  of  framing  the  estimates,  but  which 
became  a  necessary  part  of  the  expenditure  of  the  year,  and  were 
provided  for  in  supplementary  estimates,  viz. : — 

£      s.    d. 

Increase  to  pension  Hst  -  -     178     8     5 

Completion  of  waterworks  at  Point 

Michelle   -  -  •  -     100  14    0 

Cost  of  new  assessment  made  by  Com- 
missioners of  house  tax       -  -       60     0     0 

Cost  of  registration  of  voters  under 
the  Franchise  Act,  1886    -  -     103     0     0 

The  estimate  of  ordinary  expenditure  was  exceeded  under  the 
following  heads,  viz. : — 


£    s. 

d 

Arrears  of  1885 

- 

. 

63     7 

6 

Works  and  buildings  - 

- 

- 

19  18 

0 

Road  repairs  - 

- 

- 

87     1 

oi 

Printing 

- 

- 

36  16 

10 

Stationery  and  books  - 

- 

- 

11     4 

n 

Inland  post     - 

• 

- 

16     5 

74 

Quarantine 

- 

- 

21  12 

Oi 

Small  sums  under  nine 

heads,  not 

spe- 

cified  above 

- 

- 

38     5 

4 

making  a  total  increase  of  736/. 

The  balance  beine  struck  between  the  increase  and  decrease  of 
expenditure  under  we  seyeral  beads  above  detailed,  there  remains 
a  decrease  of  867/.  in  the  actual  as  compared  with  the  estimated 
expenditure  of  the  year. 
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DoHonoA*  Public  Works. 


The  works  for  supplyiDg  water  to  the  village  of  Point  Michelle 
were  commenced  in  April  and  finished  in  three  months  at  a  cost 
of  100/.  145.,  which  was  provided  for  in  the  supplementary  esti- 
mates. 

A  sum  of  300/.  had  been  granted  for  this  service  in  1 880  by 
Act  No.  23  of  1880,  but  in  tiie  first  instance  pipes  of  insufficient 
size  were  procured  from  England,  and  subsequently  when  the 
mistake  was  rectified,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  2-inch  pipes  and 
other  material  had  been  procured  and  conveyed  to  the  locality, 
the  original  vote  was  expended,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
balance  of  5Z.,  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Presidency  did 
not  permit  of  an  additional  vote  for  this  service  being  inserted  in 
the  annual  estimates. 

But  a  work  of  so  much  sanitary  importance,  for  which  three 
fourths  of  the  expenditure  had  been  already  incurred,  could  not 
be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  it  was  therefore  determined  to 
proceed  with  it 

The  reservoir  is  constructed  in  the  valley  through  which  the 
River  Loubiere  runs  by  the  side  of  the  public  road,  at  an  elevation 
of  250  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and  fed  by  spring  waters  which 
are  always  in  abundance  even  in  the  driest  weather. 

The  pipes  are  conducted  for  the  whole  distance,  10,400  feet, 
by  the  side  of  the  public  road  into  the  street  of  the  village,  which 
is'on  the  sea-beach,  and  along  which  four  hydrants  are  erected. 

The  water  is  of  excellent  quality,  much  superior  to  the  river 
water  which  is  supplied  to  the  town  of  Roseau,  and  the  supply  so 
abundant  as  to  be  practically  inexhaustible. 

Legislation  ;  Political  Franchise  ;  Assembly. 

A  session  of  the  Assembly  took  place  in  the  months  of  March 
and  April,  during  which  four  Acts  were  passed,  the  last  of  which 
(No.  4  of  1886)  was  an  Act  for  the  extension  of  the  franchise. 

Upon  the  passing  of  this  Act,  the  principle  of  which  had  been 
approved  previously  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Assembly  was 
dissolved  to  enable  new  elections  to  be  held  under  the  extended 
franchise,  by  which  the  qualifications  for  voting  were  reduced  to 
the  possession  of  freehold  property  to  the  yearly  value  of  AL  or  an 
occupancy  of  the  yearly  value  of  8/. 

The  possession  of  an  income  of  25/.  or  the  payment  of  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  at  least  16s.  were  also  made  sufficient  qualifications 
for  voters. 

New  elections  were  held  in  the  month  of  August,  and  the  same 
members  who  had  belonged  to  the  last  Assembly  were  again 
returned,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  John  Bellot,  who  had  retired 
from  the  representation  of  his  electoral  dbtrict,  and  was  replaced 
in  the  Assembly  by  Mr.  A  D.  Riviere. 

The  new  Assembly  was  convened  on  the  6th  September,  and 
six  Acta  were  introduced,  Nos.  6,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  of  1886,  of 
which  the  five  first  named  had  for  object  the  amendment  of  the 
taxation  laws. 
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These  Acts  were  passed  on  the  30th   September^   and  the     DoiinnGA. 
Assembly  was  prorogued.  

Act  No.  5  of  1886  provides  for  the  valuation  of  all  lands,  houses, 
&c.  in  the  island  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  by  means  of  a  board 
of  commissioners,  with  the  right  of  appeal  to  a  judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court 

Act  No.  6  of  1886  repeals  the  House  Tax  Act  of  1855^  under 
which  a  tax  of  4  per  cent,  has  been  collected  upon  the  rental  value 
of  all  houses  and  lots  in  the  town  of  Boseau^  the  outlying  towns^ 
and  over  the  strip  of  sea-coast  called  the  ''three  chains,"  and 
substitutes  for  it  a  tax  of  10«.  per  100/.  on  the  substantive  value  of 
all  property  in  lands  or  houses,  wherever  situated,  throughout  the 
island. 

Act  No.  7  of  1886  amends  Act  No.  2  of  1879,  bv  extending  the 
incidence  of  the  income  tax  to  all  classes,  with  the  proviso  that 
the  amount  of  any  land  tax  or  trading  license  may  be  deducted 
from  the  income  tax  payable  upon  any  income  derived  from  land 
or  trade  in  the  island. 

Act  No.  8  of  1886  repeals  the  Koad  Act  of  1882,  and  provides 
for  a  more  extended  collection  of  the  road  tax  by  substituting  an 
assessment  to  the  tax  according  to  the  value  of  landed  property 
owned  or  the  income  of  the  taxpayer,  in  place  of  the  arbitrary 
division  into  three  classes  as  formerly,  but  the  number  of  days' 
labour  upon  the  roads  to  be  exacted  from  men  of  the  labouring 
class  is  reduced  from  12  days  to  nine. 

Act  No.  9  of  1886  repeals  the  Act  of  1863,  by  which  steam 
vessels  were  exempted  from  the  payment  of  tonnage  and  harbour 
duties,  to  which  sailing  vessels  still  remained  subject,  and  renders 
steam  vessels  liable  to  the  same  duties  henceforth  as  sailing  vessels. 

Act  No.  10  of  1886  is  an  Act  to  amend  in  some  particulars  the 
•*  Franchise  and  Registration  of  Voters  Act,  1886.' 

Four  of  the  above-mentioned  Acts,  Nos.  6,  7,  8  and  9,  contained 
the  usual  reservation  clause,  and  did  not  come  into  operation 
until  Her  Majesty's  allowance  of  the  same  had  been  notified  by 
Proclamations  under  date  of  7th  December  1886. 

The  Assembly  was  again  summoned  to  meet  in  December,  when 
the  Annual  Estimates  for  1887  and  the  Supplementary  Estimates 
of  1886  were  introduced  and  passed. 

Three  Acts,  viz.,  the  Appropriation  Act,  1887,  the  Supplement- 
ary Appropriation  Act,  1886,  and  an  *'  Act  to  amend  the  Jobbers 
and  Boatmen's  Act,  1880,''  by  reducing  the  license  fee  from  four 
shillings,  to  two  shillings  were  also  passed  in  this  session  but  did 
not  receive  the  Governor's  assent  until  the  month  of  January 
1887. 

Ciml  Establishment 

Mr.  Joseph  Fadelle,  Registrar  and  Provost  Marshal,  retired  from 
the  service  on  the  Ist  Maj,  receiving  a  pension  of  300£  per 
annum. 

This  officer  held  the  separate  appointments  of  Provost  Marshal 
and  Registrar  at  the  time  when  the  offices  were  amalgamated  by 
o    5018S.  0 
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DomnoA.  the  Act  of  the  Leeward  Islands  No.  of  1881  and  on  his  acceptance 
of  the  dual  appointment  his  salary  was  fixed  at  400/.  per  annum, 
but  for  any  future  holder  of  the  office  the  salary  appropriated 
was  300i 

Mr.  Fadelle  also  held  the  appointment  of  Interpreter  to  the 
Crourts^  at  a  salary  of  50/.  and  was  in  receipt  of  a  pension  of  26/. 

Gr  annum  granted  to  him  on  the  abolition  of  his  office  of 
essenger  to  the  Legislative  Council. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Latouche  succeeded  to  the  appointment  of  Registrar 
and  Provost  Marshal  at  a  salary  of  250/.  per  annum^  and 
Mr.  J.  A.  Pinard  was  appointed  Interpreter  at  a  salary  of  25/. 

There  is  accordingly  a  saving  of  175/.  in  the  cost  of  the 
Establishment  to  compensate  partially  for  the  addition  of  274/. 
to  the  Pension  List. 

Mr.  A.  P.  Viret  was  appointed  Clerk  in  the  President's  Office^ 
at  a  salary  o(60l  in  place  of  Mr.  James  Woodcock. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

£        s,     d. 
Total  value  of  Imporu  in  1886     -    49,734    8     3 
„        „         Exports      „  *     51,530    5  114 

The  proportion  of  imports  and  exports  as  between  the  United 
Kingdom^  British  Colonies  and  Foreign  Countries  was  as 
follows : — 


— 

Imports  from. 

Exports  thereto. 

United  Kingdom    -           -          - 
Britiah  Colonies      - 
Foreign  Countries  - 

A 
20,869 

11,516 

17,848 

15,798 

2,528 

83,203 

There  was  a  further  decline  in  the  total  value  of  the  imports 
and  exports  as   compared  with  those  of  the   previous  year  as 
exhibited  in  the  following  statement : — 

1885. 

1886. 

Imports           .... 
Exports            .          -          -          . 

50,S04 
52,486 

49,784 
51,530 

A  proportion  equal  to  3^605/.  in  value  of  the  total  exports,  is  to 
be  accounted  for  by  the  exportation  of  foreign  bonded  goods. 

Colonial  produce  to  the  value  of  47,925/.  formed  the  bulk  of  the 
exports,  of  which  sugar  is  still  the  staple,  but  in  1886  the  export 
of  sugar  scarcely  exceeded  in  value  one  half  of  the  total  produce 
ezportedt 
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The  value  of  the  sugar  crop  for  exportation  was  24,5761  6s.  6rf., 
of  whicli  the  most  part  was  exported  to  the  United  States^  viz., 
1,663  hogsheads  of  different  sizes,  754  tierces  and  casks,  and 
2,599  baiTels,  the  whole  valued  at  23,160/.  Us. 

The  value  of  the  export  of  sugar  to  the  United  Kingdom  was 
l,3S4il  is.,  and  a  few  barrels  to  the  value  of  31/.  14^.  6d.  were 
shipped  to  the  neighbouring  islands. 

The  principal  articles  of  food  consumption  were  imported — 
chiefly  from  the  United  States — ^in  about  the  same  quantities  as 
in  the  previous  year,  viz, : — 


Dontvncx. 


Salted  meat  and  dried  fish 
Flour    - 
Butter  and  lard 


£ 
6,795 
6,238 
2,059 


and  clothing  and  boots — chiefly  from  the  United  Kingdom — to  the 
value  of  13,391/.,  a  very  small  increase  over  the  quantity  imported 
in  1885,  which  was  valued  at  13,345il 

With  the  exception  of  sugar,  there  is  an  increase  in  the  returns 
of  agricultural  produce  exported,  as  the  following  comparison  of 
the  figures  for  1886  and  the  previous  year  will  show  : — 


1SS5. 

1SS6. 

Lime  juioe    - 

. 

. 

, 

. 

£ 
8^2 

5,004 

Coffee 

- 

- 

- 

- 

61 

118 

Fresh  fruit    - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

951 

M14 

Cocoa 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7,796 

18,480 

It  should  be  mentioned,  however,  that,  in  regard  to  certain 
kinds  of  produce,  the  returns  of  the  quantities  exported  are  by  no 
means  equivalent  to  the  quantity  grown  in  the  island. 

The  export  returns  of  coffee  and  cocoa,  for  instance,  depend 
very  much  upon  the  relative  prices  obtainable  in  Roseau  or  in 
Martinique  and  Guadeloupe. 

If  the  French  islands  oficr  the  best  market,  about  half  the 
crop,  more  or  less,  will  find  its  way  to  those  islands  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  Customs  Departments,  the  boats  which  are 
employed  in  the  smuggling  trade  neither  clearing  from  the  ports 
of  Portsmouth  and  Roseau,  in  Dominica,  nor  entering  at  the 
French  ports. 

Thus  in  1881  the  returns  of  the  export  of  cocoa  are  12,623/., 
but  in  the  four  intermediate  years  between  1881  and  1886  the 
average  export  was  only  7,136/. 

The  principal  reason  is  that  good  prices  were  offered  in  Roseau, 
to  the  growers  of  cocoa  in  1881  and  again  in  1886,  by  the  shippers 
of  that  produce. 
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TkMsma^  The  small  (rait  trade  is  in  course  of  slow  development,  and 
"■""        reached  a  total  export  of  1,4l14L  in  value. 

The  principal  fruits  exported  arc  bananas^  oocoanuts^  oranges, 
and  tamarinds,  and  small  quantities  of  limes,  mangoes,  shad- 
docks, &c 

Bananas  are  shipped  chiefly  to  Antiqua  and  the  two  Danish 
islands  of  St.  Thomas  and  St.  Croix,  and  are  valued  for.  export  at 
Qd.  per  bunch. 

Cocoanuts  are  shipped  to  Antiqua  and  other  islands,  and  are 
valued  for  export  at  8*.  4rf.  per  100. 

Oranges  are  valued  at  Is.  per  100,  and  are  shipped  chiefly  to 
the  United  States ;  and  tamarinds  are  valued  at  1 5s.  per  cwt.,  and 
are  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom. 

The  quantities  and  values  at  the  shipping  port  of  the  principal 
varieties  of  fruit  exported  in  1886  are  given  below : — 


Qnantitj. 

Value. 

B«««.     . 

« 

• 

. 

9^91  bimohes 

232     5    6 

Cooosnatt  • 

- 

• 

- 

72,916 

803  16    4 

Oranges     - 

- 

- 

- 

1,036,710 

51S    7     1 

I^ttsiinds. 

- 

- 

- 

SSSUrrals 

193  10    0 

Criminal  Statistics. 

There  was  a  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  offences  compared 
with  the  number  of  offences  reported  in  1886,  as  the  following 
statement  shows : — 


Total  number  of  offences  repeated    - 

Sommaiy  cenYiotiona 

OottTiotiona  in  the  inperior  ooorta     - 


18S6. 

1,917 

901 

17 


Of  the  total  number  of  offences  427  were  prosecutions  under 
the  Road  Act,  which  were  disposed  of  by  the  magistrates  as 
follows : — 

Discharged  for  want  of  prosecution  -  245 

Fined  -            -            -            -  -  121 

Imprisonment  in  default           -  -  37 

Dismissed         -            -            -  -  24 

Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  brought  before  the  magistrates' 
courts  by  arrest,  warranty  or  summons^  617  w^re  discharged  for 
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want  of  proseoation  by  the  party  complaining  or  for  want  of    DoxnnoA. 

evidence^  381  were  acquitted,  901  persons  summarily  convicted,        

and  18  persons  committed  for  trial  in  the  superior  courts. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  persons  summarily  convicted  696  were 
punished  by  fine,  145  by  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment  of 
fine,  61  by  peremptory  imprisonment,  and  109  were  bound  over 
with  or  without  sureties. 

In  the  superior  courts  there  were  17  persons  convicted  and 
one  acquitted,  seven  convictions  being  for  offences  against  the 
person  and  10  for  offences  against  property. 

Of  the  seven  persons  convicted  of  crimes  of  violence,  two,  a 
father  and  son,  were  convicted  of  the  crime  of  murder  and  sentenced 
to  capital  punishment  The  sentence  was  carried  out  only  in  the 
case  of  the  elder  man,  the  capitid  sentence  being  commuted  in  the 
other  man's  case  to  penal  imprisonment  for  life. 


•  General  Remarks. 

I  pointed  out  in  my  report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1885  that  the 
revenue  derived  from  those  fixed  and  ordinary  sources,  which 
had  remained  for  many  years  without  alteration  of  any  kind,  had 
diminished  to  the  extent  of  5,097/.,  and  that  the  diminution  had 
taken  place  principally  during  the  two  consecutive  years  1884 
and  1886,  so  that,  whereas,  in  1881,  the  receipts  were  19,066/., 
the  receipts  in  1884  from  precisely  the  same  taxes,  duties,  &c. 
were  only  16,0922:,  and  in  1886  they  had  sunk  to  13,968/. 

At  the  same  time  that  a  fourth  of  the  annual  revenue  was  thus 
disappearing,  the  hurricane  of  4th  September  1883  had  left  its 
legacy  of  increased  expenditure  in  public  roads,  8ca  to  be  repaired, 
and  public  buildings  to  be  roofed  or  rebuilt,  some  of  which  are 
unfinished  at  this  day. 

The  expedients  adopted  to  meet  the  inevitable  defidenoies  of 
the  years  1884  and  1885  (besides  the  reductions  of  expenditure, 
which  have  been  consistently  carried  out  wherever  practiiGaUe) 
may  be  briefly  mentioned  in  this  place,  viz. : 

(1.)  A  sum  of  1,200/.,  part  of  the  "  Boseau  Embankment  Fund," 
was  appropriated  under  Act  Na  9  of  1883  as  a  provision  for 
repairs  of  public  buildings. 

(2.)  To  meet  the  deficiency  at  the  close  of  the  year  1884  a  sum 
of  1,500/.  was  raised  by  loan  under  Act  No.  7  of  1884,  to  be  paid 
off  at  the  expiration  of  five  years,  with  interest  at  6  per  cent, 
per  annum,  firom  the  produce  of  a  5  per  cent,  tax  imposed  for  that 
purpose  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

(3.)  In  1886  the  balance  remaining  to  the  credit  of  the  '^  Roseau 
Biver  Embankment  Fund/'  which  after  an  expenditure  of 
179/1  I2s.  upon  necessary  work  connected  with  that  scheme  was 
reduced  to  697/.  15^.  9(/.,  was  appropriated  in  aid  of  general 
revenue  by  Act  No.  13  of  1885. 

The  condition  of  the  Presidency,  financial  and  otherwise,  was 
not  improved  during  the  year  1886,  since  it  has  been  shown  in  the 
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DomNicA.     preceding  paragraphs  that  a  5  per  cent   additional  duty   was 

imposed  by  the  Act  No.  2  of  1886  from   the  1st   April  to  the 

31st  December  to  meet  the  anticipated  deficiency  of  the  year,  and 
that  notwithstanding  this  provision  there  was  an  actual  deficiency 
of  1,066Z.  for  which  no  provision  was  madf,  and  which,  therefore, 
becomes  chargeable  to  the  revenue  of  1887. 

As  it  became  evident  that  temporary  expedients  would  not 
avail  to  meet  deficiencies  of  revenue  which  thifeatened  to  recur 
annually  a  scheme  for  raising  additional  revenue  by  taxation  was 
proposed  to  the  Legislature. 

The  main  feature  in  the  proposals  of  the  Government,  and  the 
only  real  innovation  in  the  system  of  taxation  in  the  Presidency, 
was  the  imposition  of  a  tax  upon  all  property  in  land  or  houses. 

A  house  tax  of  4  per  cent,  on  the  rental  value  existed  since 
1856,  and  pressed  with  unusual  severity  on  the  poorest  classes, 
being  levied  only  in  the  towns  and  on  the  narrow  strip  of  land 
formerly  known  as  the  Eang's  Three  Chains,  and  comprising  the 
shore  all  round  the  island  as  &r  as  three  chains  measurement 
from  high-water  mark. 

It  is  on  this  strip  of  land  that  most  of  the  villages  are  built, 
and  by  the  inclusion  of  this  area  in  the  scheme  of  the  first  house 
tax  it  was  no  doubt  originally  intended  to  check  the  tendency 
which  the  labouring  population  were  displaying  to  leave  the 
estates  and  build  their  huts  on  the  sea  shore, — whether  to  enjoy 
greater  freedom  from  interference,  or  to  obtain  the  abundant  food 
supplies  which  these  seas  afibrd,  or  whatever  the  inducement  may 
have  been. 

But  the  intention  having  failed  of  its  purpose,  the  tax  remained, 
an  example  of  unfair  taxation,  and,  consequently,  a  cause  of 
discontent  amongst  the  labouring  classes. 

The  system  adopted  for  the  new  tax  is  that  of  a  general  valu- 
ation of  all  property  in  land  or  houses  throughout  the  island  by 
five  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor  as  commissioners. 

The  tax,  which  is  only  one  half  per  cent.,  is  levied  on  the 
capitalized  value  of  all  such  property. 

It  is  proposed,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  when  it  may  be  hoped 
that  the  revenue  will  have  recovered  something  of  its  former 
elasticity,  to  abolish  the  export  tax. 

One  of  the  most  important  fiscal  reforms  recommended  in  the 
Beport  of  the  Royal  Commissioners,  and  now  strongly  advocated 
in  Trinidad,  will  then  have  been  accomplish  ^1  in  Dominica. 

The  other  changes  in  the  taxation  laws  have  been  briefly 
described  in  the  foregoing  paragraphs  under  the  head  of  Legisla- 
tion, and  I  need  not  further  allude  to  them. 

Unfortunately,  these  measures  could  not  be  passed  without 
encountering  a  bitter  opposition,  but  it  may  be  confidently  antici- 
pated that,  as  their  eflfects  are  better  known,  they  mil  become 
acceptable  to  the  good  sense  of  the  community  at  large,  not  only 
as  being  necessary  under  the  stress  of  present  circumstances,  but 
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as  containing  in  their  provisions  the  elements  of  a  more  equitable     DoimnaA 
and  a  sounder  system  of  taxation. 

With  regard  to  the  condition  of  the  labouring  classes  there  is 
neither  cause  for  present  congratulation  nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
for  any  feeling  of  alarm  as  to.  the  future  which  awaits  them. 

They  have  suffered  the  pinch  of  increasing  poverty  for  the  past 
three  or  four  years  as  employment  for  labour  becomes  yearly  more 
difficult  to  obtain,  but  they  have  never  been  dependent  on  wages  to 
the  same  extent  as  the  population  of  St.  Kitts  and  Antigua,  and 
will  probably  become  more  independent  in  the  course  of  time  as 
they  learn  to  avail  themselves  more  freely  of  the  opportunities 
offered  them  of  becoming  proprietors  on  a  small  scale. 

The  price  of  Crown  land  which  was  fixed  for  many  years  at  12. 
per  acre  was  reduced  last  year  to  10^.,  with  special  facilities  for 
payment  by  instalments,  and  a  block  of  500  acres  in  a  good 
situation  in  the  north  of  the  island  has  been  surveyed  and  laid  out 
in  10  acre  lots  to  be  sold  at  10^.  an  acre,  including  all  fees  for 
survey,  grants,  registration,  &c. 

This  was  a  much  needed  reformation,  and  accompanied,  as  it  has 
been,  by  a  better  system  of  administration  in  that  department  will 
probably  lead  hereafter  to  an  increased  demand  for  the  Crown 
lands. 

At  present  the  best  of  the  labouring  men  are  attracted  by  the 
high  wages  given  at  the  mines  of  Cayenne  or  Venezuela,  and  they 
are  leaving  Dominica  yearly  in  considerable  numbers ;  40  pass- 
ports for  Cayenne  were  issued  last  year  and  46  during  the  present 
year  to  date  (20th  April) ;  but  these  men  often  return  to  Dominica 
with  the  money  they  have  made,  and  some  of  them,  no  doubt, 
weary  of  the  exhausting  work  of  the  mines,  will  recruit  the  class  of 
small  freeholders. 

Education  has  made  satisfactory  progress  amongst  them. 

The  inspector  of  schools  in  his  report  for  the  year  1886  says: 

^  No  presidency  of  the  Leeward  Islands  has  made  greater  pro- 
gress in  elementary  education  than  Dominica  has  since  the 
introduction  of  the  Education  Act  of  1874." 

"  The  daily  average  attendance  has  increased  from  600  in  1876 
to  1,192  in  1886,  or  over  98  per  cent.;  and  whereas  in  1875  out 
of  23  schools  only  8  passed,  in  1886  out  of  23  schoob  20  obtained 
a  class/' 

The  total  cost  to  the  Presidency  is  about  1,0002.  annually. 

Under  the  management  of  the  present  board  of  guardians  the 
charitable  institutions  are  maintained  in  a  high  state  of  efficiency, 
and  the  out-patients  department  recently  opened  at  the  Boseau 
Infirmary  has  been  a  great  boon  to  the  large  class  of  persons  for 
whose  necessities  it  was  intended  to  provide. 

The  total  cost  of  these  institutions,  including  the  salary  of  the 
medical  officer  in  charge,  is  about  2,550/.  per  annum. 

In  the  country  districts  the  enforced  reduction  of  the  medical 
staff  has  left  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  population  without 
medical  assistance. 
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DoioNiGA.         There  are  only  two  district  medical  oflScers,  one  resident  at 
""""        Roseau  in  the  extreme  south,  the  other  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  north 
of  the  island. 

Their  services  are  thus  utilized  where  the  population  is  collected 
in  the  largest  numbers,  but  the  desirability  of  affording  medical 
aid  to  the  population  on  the  Windward  coast,  either  by  increasing 
the  medical  staff  or  establishing  public  dispensaries,  should  be 
steadily  kept  in  view. 

A  moderate  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  finances  would 
permit  the  project  to  be  carried  out. 

It  is  not  improbable  that  such  an  improvement  will  take  place 
during  the  next  two  or  three  years,  not  only  as  a  consequence  of 
the  new  taxation  but  through  the  return  of  activity  in  the  small 
commercial  business  of  the  island. 

The  fact  that  the  revenue  from  fixed  and  ordinary  sources 
reached  its  lowest  point  in  the  year  1886,  and  that  the  receipts  from 
the  same  sources  in  1886  showed  a  decided  though  small  increase, 
affords  encouragement  to  the  idea  that  the  downward  tendencv  is 
finally  arrested  and  that  a  turn  in  the  tide  of  affairs  may  be  looked 
for. 

(Signed       John  S.  Ohxtbohill, 

19th  April  1887.  Acting  President. 
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No.  14. 


Governor  Sir  H.  W.  Norman,  K.C.B.,  CLE.,  to  the  Right  Hon. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  aC.M.G.,  M.P. 
Sib,  King's  House,  March  29,  1887. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  of  the 
Turks  and  Caicos  Islajids  for  the  year  1886,  together  with  the 
Commissioner's  report  thereon. 

T  nnyA    oBC 

(Signed)     '  H.  W.  Norman, 

Governor. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Henry  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.O.,  M.P. 
&C.  &c  &c. 


Bbport  on  the  Blxte  Book  of  the  Turks  and  Caioos  Islands 

for  1886. 

1.  Taxes^  Duties,  Fees,  8fc. 

The  only  change  during  the  year  has  been  in  the  fees  payable 
upon  proceedings  in  the  Supreme  Court,  those  now  charged  bebff 
regulated  by  the  Supreme  Court  Ordinance  of  1885,  under  which 
the  fees  are  merely  nominal,  and  the  practice  of  the  court  greatly 
simplified. 
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2.  Finance.  Caicos 

At  the  comraenoement  of  the  year  there  was  a  balance  from  Ist^^wpfl- 
1885  of  2,680/.  125.,  and  the  receipts  from  all  sources  amounted 
to  7,730i  15^.  9d,  The  expenditure  from  ordinary  revenue 
amounted  to  6,85921  14^.  11^.,  or  871/.  05.  l(k£  less  than  the 
receipts  for  the  same  period,  but  expenditure  on  special  public 
works,  amounting  to  1,40421  16^.  6^/.,  was  sanctioned  from  the 
surplus  revenue  of  the  previous  year.  The  total  expenditure  was 
therefore  8,264i  11^.  5d.,  against  a  gross  revenue  of  10,41  li  7^.  9rf., 
leaving  a  surplus  of  2,146/.  16^.  4d.  The  assets  on  the  31st 
December  1886  were : — 

£       s.    d 
Balance  in  Treasury  -  -     2,146  16     4 

Invested  in  4  per  cent.  Australian 

debentures  -  -  -     1,000    0     0 


3,146  16     4 


The  only  liability  was  an  amount  of  11/.  65.  due  to  the 
Government  of  Jamaica  for  certain  advances.  There  is  no  public 
debt. 

3.  Ptiblic  Works. 

The  public  offices  at  Cockburn  Harbour  were  finished  during 
the  year,  and  a  new  police  court  and  station,  with  a  fireproof  room 
attached,  for  the  custody  of  records,  was  commenced  at  Grand  Turk. 
A  residence  for  the  recently  appointed  magistrate  of  the  Caicos 
Islands  was  erected  at  Wades  Green,  on  the  North  Caicos. 
Extensive  repairs  were  carried  out  on  the  roads  at  Grand  Turk, 
including  the  re-making  of  some  that  had  long  been  impassable  in 
wet  weather,  and  a  solid  stone  groin  was  run  out  to  the  south  of 
the  beach  to  check  the  ravages  of  the  sea^  which  was  rapidly 
encroaching  on  that  end  of  the  town,  and  the  Salt  abutment,  which 
had  been  undermined  by  the  heavy  gales  of  December  1885,  was 
partly  rebuilt  at  considerable  cost  At  Salt  Cay,  in  addition  to 
the  annual  repairs,  a  new  sea  wall,  250  yards  long,  was  commenced 
at  Cooks  Hole,  and  is  now  nearly  completed.  At  Cockburn 
Harbour  the  work  of  filling  in  the  swamp  at  the  back  of  the  salt 
beach  was  commenced,  and  will  be  continued  this  year.  The  total 
expenditure  under  this  head  amounted  to  1,570/. 

4.  Legislation. 

Besides  the  Supply  Ordinances,  and  two  minor  Ordinances 
affecting  the  pensions  and  seciurities  of  certain  officers,  only  two 
other  laws  were  passed.  Ordinance  No.  5  enforces  the  observance 
on  masters  of  vessels  of  the  rules  issued  by  the  Pilot  Board  for 
the  regulation  of  the  harbours  and  roadsteads  of  the  Settlement ; 
and  Ordinance  No.  6  permits  the  use  of  a  still  in  certain  manufac- 
tures without  a  license  being  taken  out,  as  required  by  Ordinance  4 
of  1881. 
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5.   Civil  Establishment. 

AND^oos  '"  October  fifr.  W.  J.  Anderson,  the  Jud^e  of  the  Supreme 
Islands.  Court^  who  had  been  holding  an  acting  appointment  in  Jamaica 
— -^  since  1884,  was  transferred  to  the  civil  list  of  that  Colony,  and  the 
vacancy  was  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Charles  Henry 
Robarts,  who  arrived  in  the  Settlement  on  October  11th.  The 
Government  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  Bascome,  retired  on  pension  on 
the  Ist  May  after  a  service  of  36  years^  but  has  continued  to  act 
as  Medical  Officer  pending  the  arrival  of  his  successor.  Dr. 
Gerald  Blanc  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  in  October,  but  having 
been  shipwrecked  on  his  voyage  to  Turks  Island^  he  resigned 
before  assuming  his  duties^  and  the  post  is  still  vacant.  The  only 
other  appointment  made  was  that  of  a  turnkey  to  the  jail  to  fill  a 
death  vacancy. 

6.  Pensions, 

Two  new  pensions  were  added  to  the  list,  those  of  Dr.  Bascorae, 
who  retired  on  account  of  age  and  infirmity^  and  of  Mr.  J.  C. 
Crisson^  late  clerk  to  the  judge^  on  abolition  of  office.  The 
pension  list  has  now  reached  a  total  of  983/.  8^.  5(f.,  out  of  a  total 
(estimated)  expenditure  of  ^fiQQl 

7.  Ecclesiastical. 

Though  the  church  no  longer  receives  aid  from  Government 
funds,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  after  being  closed  for  upwards  of 
a  year  for  want  of  a  minister,  the  Church  of  England  was  re- 
opened in  December  on  the  arrival  of  the  newly  appointed  rector, 
the  Rev.  H.  F.  Crofton.  There  are  therefore  now  three  ministers 
of  religion  in  these  Settlements^  belonging  respectively  to  the 
Anglican,  Wesley  an,  and  Baptist  Churches.  The  large  majority 
of  the  people  belong  to  the  two  latter  denominations,  which  have 
chapels  at  all  the  Settlements,  conducted  by  lay  readers  or 
deacons^  whereas  the  Anglican  body  has  churches  in  only  the 
three  principal  Settlements  of  Grand  Turk,  Salt  Cay,  and  Cock- 
bum  Harbour. 

8.  Education. 

There  are  seven  primary  schools  maintained  in  these  Settle- 
ments at  the  expense  of  the  Government,  and  in  addition  to  these 
there  is  a  large  Wesleyan  day  school  at  Grand  Turk,  and  also 
several  small  private  schools  for  higher  education.  The  attend- 
ance at  the  public  schools  has  fallen  off  in  the  past  year,  the  return 
only  showing  782  on  the  books,  against  810  in  1885.  The 
exceptionally  wet  weather,  added  to  an  unusual  prevalence  of 
infantile  disease,  of  which  the  damp  was  partially  the  cause,  is 
sufficient  to  account  for  this.  Cockbum  Harbour  is  the  only 
station  which  shows  increased  attendance,  owing  to  the  division  of 
the  school  there,  a  separate  girls  school  iiaving  been  established, 
which  is  already  over  full.  Arrangements  had  been  made  for  a 
thorough  inspection  by  an  inspector  from  Jamaica,  but  the  with- 
drawal of  the  Cunard  Line  in  July  put  a  stop  to  his  coming. 
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Considerable  inconyenienoe  has  been  caused  from  time  to  time  Islakdp, 
irom  the  amount  of  debased  Mexican  coin  in  circulation  at  far  — 
above  its  market  value,  a  fact  which  was  the  cause  of  some 
quantity  being  bought  up  in  New  York  at  the  current  value,  and 
being  introduced  here  as  a  speculation*  It  is  not  a  legal  tender 
and  is  never  accepted  by  the  Government,  and  as  the  quantity  of 
British  silver  in  circulation  is  small,  every  shilling  that  comes  into 
the  hands  of  the  merchants  and  tradesmen  is  put  by  for  the 
payment  of  duties,  and  the  Mexican  is  practically  the  only  coin  in 
circulation.  An  inquiry  was  instituted  by  the  Government  as  to 
the  best  means  of  putting  a  stop  to  the  importation^  and  generally 
of  remedying  the  inconvenience^  but  before  the  Committee 
appointed  had  concluded  their  labours^  the  merchants  took  the 
law  into  their  own  hands  and  demonetized  the  Mexican  coins, 
lowering  the  value  at  which  they  would  accept  the  dollar  from 
3«.  ^d,  to  Zs.y  and  the  half  and  quarter  dollar  m>m  2$.  and  1^.  (at 
which  they  had  been  previously  taken)  to  l^.  6d.  and  9d  respec* 
tively,  at  which  rates  they  are  now  current,  and  which  are  near 
enough  to  the  market  value  to  make  the  importation  a  loss.  As 
these  coins  pass  at  their  face  values  in  St.  Domingo  and  Hayti, 
with  which  places  there  is  constant  communication,  it  is  believed 
that  the  Mexican  money  will  gradually  find  its  way  there,  now 
that  the  importation  is  stopped 

10.  Imports  and  Exports. 

The  salt  crop  of  1886  was  much  below  the  average,  as  little 
over  a  million  Dushels  were  raked.  This  was  owing  to  what  is 
termed  here  "  a  dripping  year,**  constant  heavy  showers  occurring 
at  seasons  when  the  salt  raker  looks  for  dry  weather,  with  high 
winds  and  bright  sun.  The  heavy  rains  in  January  and  February 
prevented  the  gathering  of  the  spring  crop,  which  the  salt  raker 
counts  upon  getting  in  before  the  April  rains.  As  a  good  stock 
was  on  hand  in  January  for  immediate  export,  the  loss  of  the 
spring  crop  would  not  have  mattered  much  had  there  been  a  late 
season,  as  is  frequently  the  case  when  the  early  season  is  spoilt ; 
but  instead  of  the  raking  being  carried  on  into  November,  as  has 
sometimes  been  done,  September  proved  so  wet  as  to  finish  the 
season.  In  Grand  Turk  31  inches  of  rain  fell  as  against  20  in 
the  previous  year,  while  Salt  Cay  and  Cockburn  Harbour  sufiered 
even  more  severely,  the  rainfall  at  the  former  being  31*97  against 
13-84  in  1885, and  at  the  latter 34*20  against  1607.  The  demand 
for  salt  was  free,  and  the  whole  stock  was  exported,  the  total 
shipped  being  1,591,374  busheb.  The  prices  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season  were  low,  averaging  6  to  7  cents  a  bushel  f.o.b.,  but  at 
the  close  of  the  season  some  cargoes  went  for  large  prices,  as  much 
as  13  cents  a  bushel  being  obtained  and  even  more  for  small  lots. 
There  is  every  disposition  here  on  the  part  of  the  salt  exporters  to 
deal  liberally  with  purchasers,  and  if  a  fair  price  could  only  be 
agreed  upon  with  the  usual  shippers,  they  could  always  count  on 
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getting  cargoes  at  that  rate.  The  high  prices  at  the  end  of  the 
season  were  chiefljr  obtained  by  men  in  a  small  way  of  buuness, 
who  took  advantage  of  the  scarcity  to  get  rid  of  stock  which  they 
had  long  been  saving  to  sell  at  forced  prices^  and  the  large  ex- 
porters in  some  cases  shipped  cargoes  to  their  correspondents  at  a 
lower  price  than  they  themselves  had  to  pay  for  the  salt  shipped, 
sooner  than  disappoint  their  regular  customers.  It  is  hoped  that 
some  arrangement  may  be  made  to  settle  the  price  more  firmly  at 
a  figure  that  may  be  remunerative  to  the  importer,  and  not  abso- 
lutely ruinous  to  the  salt  raker,  as  6  cents  per  bushel  is.  The 
preparation  of  the  salt  here  has  been  greatly  improved  of  late  years, 
and  it  is  now  admitted  that  the  Turks  Islands'  salt  is  the  purest  in 
any  market  Fish  cured  with  it  will  keep  sound  in  tropical 
countries  far  longer  than  if  cured  with  any  other,  a  fact  which  has 
caused  large  salt  fish  importers  in  the  Southern  West  Indies  to  ask 
that  no  other  may  be  sent  them.  The  total  imports  were  valued 
at  30,165^  against  21,SQ1L  in  1885.  The  difference  is  solely 
owing  to  the  number  of  wrecks^  the  value  of  the  lumber  bought  at 
wreck  sales  being  nearly  600/.  in  excess  of  last  year,  while  the 
logwood  thus  imported  and  re-exported  was  nearly  l,400i^,  and 
the  sale  of  wreck  materials  makes  up  the  balance.  I  attach  com- 
parative tables  of  various  trade  and  financial  returns. 


Value   of  Exports   of  Domestic  PRODncs   and   MAyuFAoruBss 
in  the  years  1884, 1885,  and  1886. 


Articles. 

1SS4. 

1885. 

1886. 

Salt        .           .           -           - 

A       9.     d. 
27,Sd6  10    8 

A      M.     d. 
24,197    1  11 

A      ».    d. 
27,000  3      7 

OftTe  earth 

4,08S    9    0 

1,818  18    4 

— 

Sponge  - 

489  13  11 

856  18    0 

282    5  10 

Stair,  shells,  &c 

182    8    0 

180    0    0 

142    0    0 

Totals 

32,587     1     7 

26,552  13    a 

27,424    8    5 

Value  of  Imports  for  the  years  1884, 1885,  and  1886. 


^.^ 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Imports 

A         8.     d. 
26,623     1     5 

A       M.    d. 

27,857  16    2 

£        9.     d. 

30,165    5    2 
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Turks 
Atsbaox  Quantity  of  Salt  exported  from  each  Port  for  the  &iz  years    j^td  Caioos 
1880  to  1885 ;  and  Export  for  the  years  1885  and  1886.  Islakds. 


PortB. 

1880  to  1885. 

1885. 

1886. 

QrandTork 
SattC^y  . 
Oookbun  Harbour 

602,680 
448,542 
487,021 

604,449 
868,517 
655,254 

589,088 
524,562 

477,774 

Total  BoBbelB     - 

1,528,268 

1,628,220 

1,591,874 

Salt  in  the  Colony  on  3l8t  December  1884      -    150,000  bushels. 

1885  -  450,000   ^ 

1886  -  50,000   „ 


99 


99 


ff 


BADorALL  at  Gband  Tube,  Salt  Cat,  Cockbitbv  Habbour,  and  Esw 
for  each  month  of  the  year  1886,  compared  with  the  average  of  five 
years. 


Months. 

Grand  Turk. 

Salt  Cay. 

Cockbum 
Harbour. 

Kew. 

January  -           -           - 

2*28 

1-94 

1-45 

1*20 

February 

2-75 

1-68 

2-63 

•58 

March    - 

•81 

1-08 

•79 

•24 

April      -           -           - 

2*52 

4-69 

5-65 

6*82 

May        .           -           . 

1-92 

1-22 

2-66 

2-69 

June       -          -          - 

1-78 

2-09 

1*84 

5-24 

July       -          -          - 

•87 

•59 

1-04 

•97 

August  . 

I  78 

2^59 

1-80 

8-72 

September 

6^85 

8-09 

7-10 

12*98 

October  -           -           - 

4*81 

8-92 

8-96 

7*16 

Norember 

3'16 

2-89 

4*68 

8*91 

December 

8*20 

1-84 

•96 

6*97 

Total    - 

81*68 

81*97 

84-20 

55*98 

ATorage  for  fite  years, 
1882  to  1886   . 

27-02 

28-11 

24-58 

43*16 
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Ibulitds. 


Betttbn  for  the  Tear  ending  3l8t  December  1886. 


Vessels  sighted  from  the  light- 
house, passing  through 
Turks  Island  passage  bj 
dajlight      -  -  - 


89 


42 


16 


70 


79 


88 


S89 


NoTB. — ^This  return  only  gives  vessels  coming  from  the  north. 


Schedule  of  Receipts  and  Exfbnditube  of  the  Pubuo  Revenue 
for  the  year  1886,  in  comparison  with  the  preceding  year  1886. 


Imports. 

1885. 

1886. 

A     s.   d. 

£      «.    d. 

Alcohol   - 

• 

• 

- 

- 

1  IS    0 

10    0 

Ale,  porter,  cider,  &c. 

- 

- 

- 

• 

12  16    6 

7  16    8 

Bay  water 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15    8    0 

13    0    0 

Bread      - 

• 

- 

- 

. 

14    2    9 

15  13     7 

Butter      - 

. 

. 

. 

. 

55     1     4 

57  14  11 

Cheese     - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22  12  10 

21  13    0 

Cigars     - 

• 

- 

- 

. 

18  17    8 

6  11    0 

Cordials  - 

- 

- 

- 

• 

1     2    6 

_ 

Flour,  wheat 

- 

- 

- 

- 

499  10    0 

548  14  11 

Lard 

- 

- 

- 

- 

81  12    0 

76  10  11 

Lumber  and  shingles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35  18    2 

95    6    2 

Meat,  salted  and  cured 

- 

- 

- 

140    8     1 

178  18    8 

Oils 

- 

- 

- 

■  - 

28    8  11 

27    4    0 

Faint  in  oil 

- 

- 

- 

- 

10     7     5 

14  14    7 

Rice 

• 

- 

- 

- 

65  17     7 

61  16     8 

Bum,  brandy,  gin,  cordials,  &c. 

- 

- 

- 

616    2    0 

545  13     9 

Soap 

- 

- 

- 

- 

42     9     1 

50  12     7 

Sugar      - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

175  11     6 

271  15  10 

Tea         -           - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

82     6     6 

86  10    6 

Tobaceo  - 

- 

- 

. 

- 

61     7  10 

44    2    0 

Wine 

- 

- 

- 

- 

21     9    4 

22  11     4 

Ad  valorem  duties 

?esofJR 

evemie. 

789    2     2 

802    4    0 

2,726  19     2 

2,889  19    3 

Other  Soun 

Royalty  of  10  per  cent. 

ad  valorem  on  salt 

ex- 

ported:  in  1885— 1,628,220  bushels ; 

in  1886—  1 

1,591,874  busheU 

- 

- 

- 

. 

2,874  11     7 

2,320  16     2 

Light  duties 

- 

- 

- 

- 

779    8    0 

788     0    0 

Auction  duties     - 

- 

- 

- 

. 

26     6  10 

65  16    4 

Fines  from  Supreme  and  Police  Courts 

- 

- 

128    5     7 

71     1     2 

Fees  of  office 

- 

- 

- 

76     6  10 

80  18     7 

Postage   - 

- 

- 

146     8    8 

162  15    8 
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Imports. 

1884. 

1885. 

TUBKS 

AND  CaIOOS 

ISLAKDS. 

Fort  Office  Money  Order  commissions 

£iqaor  licenses    .           -           - 

Wine        „          .           .           - 

Dog  Tax 

SfUes,  Crown  land 

Xiease     ,>        »               *           -* 

Beoeipt  from  Imperial   Post  Office 

MaU  Service    - 
Wharfiige  and  Storage    - 
Miscell^eons      -            -           - 
Boyaltj  on  ca^e  earth  exported  - 
Special    -           -           -           - 

in' aid 

of 

A     s. 
8  13 
75    0 
58     0 
14  18 
20     0 
58  12 

300     0 
38  11 
194  19 
110     8 
130     8 

d. 
9 
0 
0 
G 
0 
6 

0 
6 
8 
0 
10 

£        8, 

13  18 
75     0 
58     0 

14  14 
484  15 

98     9 

285     0 

68  10 

135     5 

227  19 

rf. 
5 
0 
0 
0 
0 
8 

0 
6 
8 

11 

4,534  15 

8 

4,840  16 

6 

Heetj^iulation, 

Imports   -           -           -           - 
Other  somces      .           -           - 

2,726  19 
4,584  15 

2 
3 

2,889  19 
4,840  16 

3 
.6 

Balance  from  1884  and  1885 

7,261  14 
2,495     3 

5 

4 

7,780  15 
2,680  12 

9 
0 

. 

Bxpenditore  for  1885  and  1886    - 

9,756  17 
7,076     5 

9 
9  , 

10,411     7 
8,264  11 

9 
5 

Balanoe  for  1886  and  188  7 

2,680  12 

0 

2,146  16 

4 

AffricuUure. 

The  unnsual  rains^  which  spoilt  the  salt  crop,  were  of  course 
favourahle  to  planters,  though  nothing  worthy  of  the  name  of 
agriculture  can  be  said  to  be  carried  on  in  these  Islands.  The 
salt  producing  Islands  will  grow  nothings  except  an  extremely 
small  quantity  of  guinea  corn.  The  Oaicos  Islands^  with  the 
exception  of  North  Caicos,  are  little  better.  In  years  of  drought 
they  will  not  support  the  very  scanty  population  scattered  among 
them,  which  even  in  good  years  exists  chiefly,  and  in  some  settle- 
ments entirely,  by  wrecking.  The  erection  ot  a  lighthouse  on  West 
Caicos  would  depopulate  these  Islands.  The  North  Caicos  Island 
diifers  from  the  rest  of  the  group,  and  what  soil  is  there  is  rich, 
but  there  is  very  little  of  it.  It  consists  entirely  of  vegetable 
mould  collected  in  the  hollows  of  the  rock^  which  crops  up  to  the 
surface  every  few  feet.  The  soil  is  at  best  about  two  feet  deep, 
and  when  the  trees  are  cleared  to  prepare  for  cultivation,  and 
the  surface  exposed  to  the  sun,  it  becomes  rapidly  impoverished, 
especially  when  the  cleaning  has  been  effected  by  fire,  as  is  the 
universal  practice  there.  Some  kind  of  fertilizer  would  have  to 
be  used  to  keep  up  the  production.  An  attempt  was  made  about 
four  years  ago  to  start  an  agricultural  settlement  on  the  North 
Caicos,  in  a  district  which  bears  the  auspicious  name  of  Kew,  and 
leases  were  grants  for  lots  of  25  acres,  under  the  terms  of  which 
the  tenants  were  strictly  bound  to  cultivate  certain  prescribed 
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TuBKB  vegetables  and  fruits.  The  idea  was  to  supply  the  New  York 
AND  CUioos  market  with  tomatoes  and  other  vegetables,  and  pine-apples, 
laLAMBg,  oranges,  and  the  different  tropical  fruits.  The  scheme  was  cer- 
tainlj  sanguine  and  philanthropic,  but  it  lacked  all  the  practical 
elements  of  success.  It  required  industry  and  knowled^  on  the 
part  of  the  cultivators,  and  above  all  the  means  of  communication 
with  any  market.  With  the  grand  fruit  producing  islands  of 
Jamaica  and  San  Domingo  almost  equidistant  from  New  York 
with  these,  and  with  the  Bahamas  and  Bermuda  far  nearer  and 
with  the  frequent  and  regular  communication  between  all  these 
places  and  the  United  States,  there  was  no  chance  for  a  small 
cay,  lying  three  days  journey  from  Grand  Turk,  to  which  port 
the  produce  must  be  brought,  and  where  it  must  lie  for  an  un- 
certain period,  varying  from  days  to  weeks,  until  one  of  the 
merchant  steamers  running  between  New  York  and  San  Domingo, 
having  leisurely  filled  up  her  cargo,  called  here  on  her  way  home. 
By  confining  their  efforts,  or  rather,  for  the  people  of  that  settle- 
ment are  incapable  of  effort,  by  allowing  corn  and  root  crops, 
bananas  and  plaintains  to  grow,  the  inhabitants  of  North  Caicos 
could  not  only  live,  but  be  fairly  prosperous,  as  the  yams,  sweet 
potatoes,  and  fruit  consumed  in  Ghrand  Turk  now  come  principally 
from  San  Donjingo,  while  the  import  of  com  from  the  United 
States  last  year  was  over  a  thousand  bushels.  To  aid  the  people 
in  selling  their  crops,  regular  subsidized  communication  between 
Kew  and  Grand  Turk  has  been  established,  but  it  is  too  early  yet 
to  judge  of  the  effect 

12.  General  remarks. 

The  prospects  for  1887  are  decidedly  encouraging,  as,  so  far  as 
it  is  possible  to  judge  at  this  early  season,  there  is  every  chance 
of  an  exceptionally  good  salt  crop,  the  pans  being  in  excellent 
order,  and  the  weather  up  to  now  very  favourable. 

The  general  health  of  the  Islands  is  excellent,  the  death  rate 
for  1886  being  17  per  thousand.  Even  in  the  height  of  summer 
there  is  never  wanting  a  fresh  sea  breeze,  and  residence  on  these 
Islands  has  all  the  advantages  of  a  sea  voyage,  with  a  minimum  of 
the  discomforts.  The  effect  of  the  climate  upon  diseases  of  the 
chest  and  heart  is  something  marvellous,  and  I  believe,  if  its  curative 
properties  were  more  widely  known,  many  persons  would  seek 
these  Islands  as  a  health  resort. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  leased  a  small  cay  close  to  Grand 
Turk  as  a  sheep  farm,  and  Ihe  lessee  tells  me  he  has  every  reason 
to  be  satisfied  with  his  prospects  of  success,  as  the  sheep  are 
thriving  and  multiplying.  The  want  of  fresh  meat,  which  has 
hitherto  been  felt  as  a  drawback  in  these  Islands,  could  therefore 
be  easily  overcome,  if  only  there  were  a  regular  demand. 

Communication,  since  the  withdrawal  m  July  of  the  Cunard 
Line,  has  been  limited  to  the  steamers  from  the  United  States  to 
San  Domingo  and  Hayti,  of  which  there  are  three  lines  calling 


Google 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


HER  MAJESTT^S  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  225 

here,  the  Clyde  and  Dominican  lines  from  New  York,  and  the       Trots 
Diamond  Line  from  Boston.     These  steamers  are  all   very  ir-   ^^^JJ^ 
regular,  having  no  time  table,  but  they  call  on  an  average  about        _  ' 
once  a  fortnight. 

The  stoppage  of  the  Cunard  Line  has  been  attended  with 
exceeding  inconvenience  in  the  administration  of  Government,  as 
all  correspondence  with  the  Governor-in-Ohief  at  Jamaica  has  to 
be  sent  via  New  York,  the  communication  with  which,  though 
fairly  frequent,  is  to  the  last  degree  irregular,  and  it  takes  nine  or 
ten  weeks  on  an  average  to  obtain  an  answer.  It  is  reported  that 
an  attempt  is  about  to  be  made  by  the  Halifax  Steam  Navigation 
Company  to  run  a  steamer,  on  the  same  route  as  that  followed  by 
the  Cunard  Company,  viz.,  from  Halifax  to  Bermuda,  Turks 
Islands  and  Kingston,  but  nothing  definite  is  yet  known  of  this 
scheme. 

The  small  salt  crop  of  the  past  year,  giving  less  work,  led  to  an 
increase  of  pauperism,  and  at  any  time  the  condition  of  the  labour- 
ing class  here  is  very  wretched,  for  though  the  wages  in  the  salt 
season  are  good,  the  work  is  never  continuous,  and  the  people 
have  to  face  long  periods  of  enforced  idleness. 

The  rate  of  expenditure  per  head  of  population  on  imported 
goods  has  been  taken  ns  a  basis  from  which  to  draw  favourable 
conclusions  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  community  here,  but  that 
is  no  guide  where  these  Settlements  are  concerned.  Our  popula- 
tion is  now  as  nearly  as  possible  5,000,  and  of  these  three  fourths 
are  settled  in  the  salt  Islands  of  Grand  Turk,  Salt  Cay  and  South 
Caicos  (Cockburn  Harbour).  These  islands  produce  absolutely 
nothing  whatever  for  the  consumption  of  the  people  living  on  them, 
and  to  apply  to  them  the  same  rule  as  to  other  West  Indian 
islands  must  give  false  results.  In  Jamaica,  for  instance,  with  its 
fertile  soil,  on  which  will  grow  everything  the  native  inhabitant 
requires  for  food  and  drink,  where  his  tobacco  may  be  gathered 
wild,  and  which  will  supply  him  with  the  material  to  build  and  roof 
his  house,  and  the  grass  or  fibre  from  which  to  weave  his  hammock 
or  to  plait  his  bed  and  chair,  and  with  the  gourd  to  form  his  plate 
and  cup,  it  is  quiet  conceivable  that  a  man  may  be  far  removed 
from  poverty,  and  yet  that  his  expenditure  on  imported  goods  may 
be  absolutely  '*nil."  His  money  is  given  for  native  produce, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  show  whnt  he  really  spends.  On  these 
baiTen  sand  banks  the  imports  represent  every  penny  of  expendi- 
ture  in  every  class  of  life.  Save  for  a  very  small  quantity  offish, 
caught  with  difficulty  owing  to  the  rough  seas  which  invest  these 
reefs,  every  single  article  of  consumption  must  come  from  without. 
Food,  drink,  clothing,  the  lumber  to  build  even  the  poorest  hut, 
and  the  refuse  "  Boston  chips  '*  with  which  to  roof  it,  even  the 
very  fodder  for  the  animals  working  in  the  salt  ponds,  all  must 
swell  the  total  import.  I  have  prepared  a  table  which  is  given 
below  showing  what  the  expenditure  per  head  of  population 
actually'  is,  and  that  table  represents  the  whole  expenditure. 
Nothing  goes  in  buying  native  produce,  for  there  is  none  to  buy 
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The  total  imports  for  1886  Were  valued  at  30,165/^  but  from  this 
total  must  be  taken  goods  in  transit,  4,960/.  and  specie  1,800^, 
that  is^  6,760/.  together,  leaving  total  imports  for  use  in  these 
islands  23,406/.,  or  about  51.  per  head  of  population,  if  we  take 
the  census  of  1881,  which  gave  4,700,  as  still  correct,  and  do  not 
allow  for  increase. 


Description  o!  Article. 

Valne  of  import 

Batio  per  head  of 
Population. 

Neeeuaries, 

All  food  BtnfBi,  live  stock,  and  tea,  coffee,  and 

cocoa        -           -           -           -           - 

CloUiing  and  materials          ... 

Household   necessaries   of  all   kinds,    and 

^Lumber   and   all    boildine    material    for 
houses  or  vessels  and  all  imips'  stores 

and  material         .           .           .           - 
Oats,  hay,  and  other  fodder  .           -           - 

A 

11,013 
5,291 

1,695 

2,180 

756 
874 

A 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 
0 

8.     d. 

7    0 

2  6 

7  0 
9    3 

8  2 

3  9 

21,709 

4 

12     8 

Wine,  ale,  spirits,  and  aerated  waters 
Tobacco       -           -          -           -          - 
tLnxnries  (carriages,  toys,  mnsical  instm- 
ments,  jewellery,  perfomery,  &c.) 

777 
469 

450 

0 

0 

0 

3    3 
2    0 

1  11 

1,696 

0 

7     2 

Total  imports  -           -           - 

28,405 

4 

19  10 

*  This  item,  which  includes  wreck  materials,  is  nearly  double  the  usual  amount, 
owing  to  tiie  number  of  wrecks,  of  which  there  were  eight ;  and  also  to  two  of  them 
baying  been  partly  laden  with  lumber,  of  which  over  130,000  feet  was  saved  and 
brou^t  to  Grand  Turit. 

t  Of  this  amount  68/.  is  for  Bay  Water,  less  than  a  tenth  of  which  is  used  here, 
the  remainder  beiug  retailed  on  board  the  steamers  calling  here. 

Even  though  the  foregoing  figures  may  compare  favourably  with 
the  expenditure  per  heiid  of  population  on  imported  goods  in  other 
colonies^  yet,  if  the  fact  be  borne  in  mind  that,  as  I  have  before 
explained,  they  represent  the  entire  expenditure  per  head  for  food, 
clothing,  and  shelter,  and  that  nearly  4  per  cent,  of  the  imports 
consists  of  fodder  for  the  animals  employed  in  the  salt  ponds,  I 
think  the  most  sceptical  will  confess  tliat  the  mass  of  the  people 
are  of  the  poorest.  I  know  from  experience  that  those  whose 
duty  it  is  to  endeavour  to  minimize  the  expenditure  on  poor 
relief  have  no  easy  or  pleasant  task. 

In  spite  of  all  their  hardships  the  people  are  tall  and  well  grown^ 
cheerful  and  orderly,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  they  1^  the 
vessels  with  salt  is  only  equalled,  and  not  surpassed,  by  the  work 
done  on  the  coal  barges  at  Malta  or  Madeira.     The  absence  of 
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any  serious  crime,  although  the  pinch  of  hunger  must  sometimes 
be  sharp^  speaks  volumes  for  the  people,  and  in  manly  hearing 
and  frank  self-respect,  entirely  free  from  affectation  or  conceit, 
easy  towards  his  superiors  and  yet  perfectly  respectful,  the 
coloured  native  of  these  small  cays  compares  most  favourably  with 
his  brethren  in  any  part  of  the  West  Indies. 

H.  M.  Jaokson, 
Grand  Turk,  Commisdioner. 

9th  February  1887. 
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GRENADA. 


No.  16. 
Governor  W.  J.  Sendall  to  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  H*  T. 
Holland,  Bart,  G.aM,G.,  M.P. 

Sib,  St.  Vincent,  April  16,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  Grenada 
for  the  year  1886,  together  with  the  Colonial  Secretary's  report 
thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.        (Signed)         Walter  J.  Sendall. 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P. 
&c.      &c.      &c. 


Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  Colony  of  Grenada  tor 
THE  Year  1886. 

Taxes,  Duties,  and  Fees. 

The  only  changes  to  be  noted  under  this  head  is  the  fixing  of 
a  license  fee  on  legal  practitioners  on  their  commendng  business 
in  the  Colony,  and  the  abolition  of  the  license  fee  on  midwives. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  collected  during  the  year  1886 
amounted  to  43,142Z.  10^.  4</.,  and  the  expenditure  was 
44,900i.  0^.  9d. 

Of  these  amounts,  however,  736/.  10^.  6d.  may  be  set  down  as 
fictitious  revenue,  and  1,506/.  lOs.  6d.  as  fictitious  expenditure, 
being,  on  the  revenue  side,  amounts  received  as  refunds  of  expen- 
diture made  during  the  year  or  portions  of  revenue  refunded,  and, 
on  the  expenditure  side,  amounts  expended  and  directly  refunded 
within  the  year,  or  amounts  merely  transferred  from  one  fund  to 
another,  but  still  continuing  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer, 
leaving  a  net  revenue  of  42,405/.  19^.  lOd.,  and  an  actual  expen- 
diture of  43^93/.  19s.  6d. 

P  2 
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GovjLOA.  The  revenue,  as  will  be  seen,  falls  somewhat  short  of  the  amount 

;.    estimated  for  the  year,  whilst  the  expenditure  is  slightly  in  excess, 

yet  the  finances  of  the  Colony  are  so  far  in  a  good  position  that  a 
surplus  of  3,470/.  6s.  2d,  has  been  carried  forward  to  the 
Ist  January  1887.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  surpluses  to  the 
credit  of  the  special  funds  and  savings  bank. 

The  falling  off  in  the  revenue  is  principally  due  to  the  diminu- 
tion under  the  head  of  excise  duty  on  locally  manufactured  rum. 
A  proportion  of  ihe  rum  now  consumed  in  the  Colony  is  imported, 
the  duty  on  which  though  collected  at  the  same  rate  as  excise 
duty  is  classed  under  the  head  of  Customs.  The  receipts  under 
the  head  of  licenses  is  also  below  the  estimate,  as  is  also  that 
received  under  the  head  of  rates  and  taxes.  Of  the^e  latter  the 
water  rate  at  Carriacou  was  left  uncollected,  owing  to  the  distress 
prevalent  there  caused  by  the  long  continued  drought. 

The  principal  items  on  which  the  expenditure  was  in  excess  of 
the  estimates  are :  police,  exclusive  of  the  establishment,  repairs 
to  public  buildings,  finishing  Grenville  Court  House,  the  erection 
of  a  hospital  at  Carriacou,  the  establishment  of  meteorological 
observatories,  the  maintenance  of  public  highways,  including 
832/.  spent  on  public  byeways.  The  postal  service  has  also 
required  an  expenditure  of  260i  in  excess  of  the  estimate,  partly 
due  to  the  increase  of  inland  post  business  and  partly  for  provid- 
ing dies  for  new  stamps  ana  stamps,  &c.  Under  the  head  of 
Crown  Agents  there  is  an  excess  over  the  estimted  expenditure 
of  224/.,  owing  to  the  fact  that  when  the  estimates  were  drawn  it 
was  intended  that  the  Crown  Agents  should  draw  upon  the 
Colony.  This  plan  was  not  carried  out,  and  the  former  system  of 
remitting  to  the  Crown  Agents  has  been  continued.  It  may  be 
observed  that,  although  not  in  excess  of  the  estimate,  yet  the  out- 
door relief  afforded  to  the  poor  of  Carriacou  during  the  first  half 
of  the  year  was  large. 

The  following  comparative  statement  gives  particulars  of  the 
principal  items  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  1885  and 
1886 :— 


Revenne. 

1885. 

1SS6. 

Expenditure. 

1885. 

1886. 

CnstODM     - 
Excise       [- 
Licenses     - 
Stamps  revenne 
Bates  and  taxes      - 

20,037 
Md8 
2,489 
2,419 
4,988 

£ 
21,574 

7,171* 

2,832 

2,505 

4,906 

Establishment 
Pensions 
Education    - 
PoUce 

Hospitals  and  Asy- 
lums. 
Works  and  buildings 
Boads  and  bridges  - 
Postal  service 

£ 

18,435 

1,197 

2,728 

648 

3,683 

8,757 

5,864 

796 

19,075 
827 

2,932 
948 

3,189 

3,044t 
5,259' 
1,045 

*  {ths  only  of  excise  included  here ;  the  other  ^th,  amounting  to  895/.  14^.  9d., 
was  carried  direct  tp  inmiigration. 

f  In  the  above  figures  for  1886  no  notice  is  talcen  of  the  Public  Works  Loan, 
either  in  leyenue  or  expenditure. 
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The  financial  position  of  the  Colony  on  the  Ist  January  1887     (ivwxix>x. 
was  as  follows  : —  — 


A88ETB. 

LlABIUMBS. 

£    $.  d. 

£   $. 

d. 

Doe  to  Immigration  Fund 

6,948    2 

0 

luuids        .          .          •          « 

10,894    1    3 

M 

St  George's  Town  Fund 

48    4  10 

Cash  and  bills  in  bands  of  Crown 

»> 

Grenville  Harbour  Fund 

887  19 

8 

Agents       -          -          -          . 

8,719  17    6 

Streets  Fund 

172  15 

6 

Amount  in  bands  of  inunigration 

W 

GoTemor's  Office  Fund  - 

75  17 

4 

agent  at  Calcutta- 

98  10    4 

If 

Savings  Bank 

8,66116 

4 

Loan  to  Tobago       -          .          - 

1,000    0    0 

,• 

Government  of  St.  Lucia, 

Charges  on  ditto     .          -          . 

6  10    2 

expenses  of  Judge  Car- 

Due   from    St.    George's    Town 
Fund,  portion  of  Publio  Works 

rington    -          -          - 

48  15 

6 

M 

Orders  on  Crown  Agents 

Loan         .          -          -         - 

800    0    0 

unexecuted 

1,193  19 

0 

Amounts  due  fh>m  out  islands. 

%t 

Crown  Agents   in    con- 

for proportion  of   Governor's 

nexion     with     Public 

salary  and  ofiQoe  expenses 

2S8    811 

Works  Loan 

10,000    0 

0 

DOn  for  telegrams    -          -          - 

7    9    4 

*$ 

debenture  holders  under 

Do.,  for  maintenance  of  lunatics  • 

776    6    6 

the  Public  Works  Loan 

Do.,  firom  Tobago  for  prisoner     - 

7    6    3 

Ordinance         -    '     - 

276    0 

0 

Do.,  from   St.   Lucia,  salary  of 

Dbreotor  of  Public  Works 

9  17  11 

Excess  of  liabilities 

S,840    6    6 

Total 

Total       - 

22,800    8    8 

22300   8 

8 

PubUc 

Deb 

t. 

The  publio  debt  has  been  decreased  during  the  year  by  l^OOO/. 

Eaid  to  Mr.  F.  Marrast  as  a  yearly  instalment  in  repayment  of 
is  loan  to  immigration,  but  increased  under  the  Public  Works 
Loan  Ordinance  by  10,275/.,  of  which  2,504/.  has  been  spent  on 
special  works  and  buildings  and  6,744/.  in  construction  and  re- 
construction of  special  roads. 


PubUc  Works. 

The  total  expenditure  amounted  to  17,533/.  5^.  7i,  of  which 
8,304/.  16*.  was  from  the  general  revenue  of  the  Colony,  i.e^ 
3,044/.  185.  \\d.  for  "works  and  buildings,"  5,259/.  175.  Id.  for 
the  mainienance  of  roads  and  bridges,  including  the  mules  and 
carts,  and  9,248/.  9*.  7rf.  expended  under  the  Public  Works 
Loan,  I.e.,  2,503/.  195.  %d.  for  special  works  and  buildings,  and 
6,744/.  95.  lid,  for  construction  of  roads,  &c.  In  addition  to 
thb  800/.  was  spent  from  the  loan  money  in  the  erection  of 
market  sheds  in  St.  George's. 

Under  the  head  of  works  and  buildings  paid  out  of  the  general 
revenue  of  the  Colony,  the  principal  are  the  repairs,  almost  re- 
construction, of  No.  2  warehouse,  the  finishing  of  the  Grenville 
Court  House,  the  removal  of  the  hospital  from  St.  Patrick  to 
Carriacou,  the  conversion  of  an  escheated  building  in  the  town  of 
Victoria  into  a  police  station  and  court  house,  the  repairs  and 
additions  to  the  gaoler's  quarters  at  Richmond  Hill,  the  repairs 
to  the  sergeant-major  of  police  quarters,  and  the  establishment  of 
two  meteorological  stations, 
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Under  the  head  of  maintenance  of  roads  from  general  revenue 
it  may  be  noted  a  sum  of  332/.  was  spent  during  the  year  upon 
repairs  of  pul)lic  byeways,  an  expenditure  formerly  provided  by 
special  local  assessments. 

Under  the  Public  Works  Loan  the  principal  works  undertaken 
were,  the  new  offices  at  Government  House,  the  repairs  to  Govern- 
ment House  itself^  the  infirmary  at  the  Richmond  Hill  prison^ 
new  school  houses  at  Biver  Sallee  and  Grand  Boy,  the  re-con- 
struction of  the  public  road  from  St.  George  to  Grand  Etang, 
of  a  portion  of  the  road  from  Gonyave  eastward  to  Grenville,  of 
which  If  miles  were  finished,  including  the  building  of  two 
causeways  and  two  large  culverts  ;  also  the  Mount  St.  Ervan  and 
Tivoli  roads,  both  in  the  parish  of  St.  Andrew. 


Leffislation. 

The  following  Ordinances  have  been  passed  during  the  year  by 
the  Legislative  Uouncil : — 

No.  1.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Coroner's  Ordinance 
1884.  ' 

No.  2.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  in  respect  of  defama- 
tory words  and  libels. 

ITo.  3.  An  Ordinance  to  legalise  the  expenditure  of  certain 
sums  of  money  paid  from  the  general  revenue  for  the  service  of 
the  year  1885,  m  addition  to  the  sums  already  sanctioned  under 
the  Appropriation  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  4.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Police  Ordinance,  1886. 

No.  5.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  Ordinance,  1882. 

No.  6.  An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  practice  of  midwifery. 

No.  7.  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  termination  of  the 
occupancy  of  lands  held  incidental  to  service,  and  for  the  ap- 

Eraisement  and  payment  of  the  value  of  growing  crops  on  such 
mds. 

No.  8.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  an  Ordinance  to  authorise  the 
Governor  in  Executive  Council  to  raise  a  loan  for  the  purpose  of 
various  permanent  public  works,  and  for  the  construction  of  roads 
in  this  Colony. 

No.  9.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature  Amendment  Ordinance,  1886. 

No.  10.  An  Ordinance  to  make  provision  for  the  preservation 
of  the  public  byeways  of  Grenada  and  Carriacou. 

No.  11.  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of 
parochial  boards,  and  for  the  management  and  regulation  of 
towns. 

No.  12.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Education  Ordinance 
1885. 

No.  3.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Import  Duties  Ordi- 
nance, 1881,  and  to  increase  the  import  duty  payable  on  goods 
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not  speclficallj  mentioned  in  Schedale  A.  or  not  contained  in     Gabkada. 
Schedule  B,  to  the  said  Ordinance.  ""^ 

No.  14.  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Excise  Amendment 
Ordinance^  1882. 

No.  15.  An  Ordinance  to  suspend  the  levying  of  all  export 
duties  during  the  year  1887. 

No.  16.  Ajq  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Amending  Police  Ordinance, 
1886. 

Councils 

The  Legislative  Council  was  strengthened  by  the  addition  of 
two  oflBcial  members,  the  Hon.  C.  Messervy,  Director  of  Public 
Works,  and  J.  Semper,  Auditor,  and  by  two  unofficial  members, 
the  Hon.  W.  S.  Comissiong  and  D.  Alexander ;  these  gentlemen 
were  appointed  by  virtue  of  additional  instructions  passed  under 
the  Royal  Signet  and  Si^n  Manual,  dated  26th  August  1886. 
This  instrument  limits  the  duration  of  the  appointment  of  unofficial 
members  of  the  Council  to  six  years. 

The  Hon.  James  Mill  having  resicrned,  his  place  was  filled  by 
the  appointment  of  the  Hon.  James  Paterson. 

The  Hon.  H.  R.  Pipon  Schooles,  Attorney  General,  F.  Batt, 
C.  Macaulay  Browne,  G.  W.  Williamson,  and  P.  Harford  were 
absent  on  leave  for  short  periods  during  the  year,  and  their  places 
were  temporarily  filled  by  tiie  Hons.  W.  S.  Comissiong,  J.  R  Bert- 
rand,  W.  J.  Smith,  T.  E.  Passee,  and  J.  Fleming  respectively. 


Civil  EstabUshmenU 

The  following  changes  have  occurred  in  the  fixed  establishment. 

During  the  temporary  absences  of  his  Excellency  the  Qt}vernor- 
in-Chief  at  other  islands  in  this  Government,  Captain  Maling,  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  administered  the  Government;  these  occasions 
were  from  8th  to  20th  March,  from  14th  June  to  16th  July,  and 
again  from  4th  September  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

On  the  Ist  July  1886  the  offices  of  Colonial  Elegistrar  and 
Provost  Marshal  were  abolished,  and  the  office  of  Begistrar  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  combines  the  duties  of  those  officials,  was 
created.  The  Colonial  Registrar,  Mr.  Dillon,  was  retired  with  a 
compensation  allowance,  and  Mr.  Drayton,  the  Provost  Marshal, 
was  appointed  to  the  new  office.  Mr.  George  A.  Jackson,  who 
had  held  the  appointment  of  clerk  to  the  Provost  Marshal,  was 
transferred  to  the  office  of  the  Registrar  as  second  clerk ;  Mr.  A. 
E.  Roche,  who  had  previously  held  the  appointment  of  second  clerk 
to  the  Colonial  Registrar,  being  promoted  to  the  clerkship  in  the 
office  of  the  Director  of  Public  Works.  The  staff  of  the  Registrar's 
Office  was  strengthened  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  W.  J.  McKenzie 
to  be  third  clerk. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Lash,  who  had  been  selected  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  fill  the  appointment  of  gaoler,  arrived  in  the  Colony  and 
assumed  the  duties  of  his  appointment  on  the  13th  February. 
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GBUABAt  Mr.  J.  H.  A.  Berkeley,  a  revenue  officer,  resigned  his  appoint- 
'^^■^^  ment  during  the  month  of  October  ;  his  place  has  been  filled  by 
tbe  appointment  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Moore. 

On  account  of  the  increase  of  work  in  the  Audit  Office  it  was 
found  necessary  to  grant  the  auditor  the  assistance  of  a  second 
clerk ;  Mr.  H.  A.  Martin  was  appointed  to  the  newly  created 
office. 

Mr.  R.  J.  Graves  was  appointed  a  road  surveyor. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Elliott  who  had  been  previously  employed  in  Jamaica 
as  one  of  the  staff  of  the  Department  of  Public  Gardens  and  Plan- 
tations, was  appointed  curator  of  the  newly  established  Botanic 
Gurden  in  this  island. 

Mr.  H.  R.  Pipon  Schooles,  the  Attorney  General,  was  absent 
on  leave  from  16th  May  to  16th  December ;  during  this  period  the 
duties  of  Attorney  General  were  discharged  by  Mr.  W,  S.  Comis- 
siong. 

The  Chief  Justice,  Mr.  John  Foster  Gresham,  was  absent  on 
leave  from  the  8th  August  to  the  8th  November ;  Mr.  John  W. 
Carrington,  D.C.L.,  performed  the  duties  of  the  Chief  Justice  during 
this  period. 

Dr.  Bennett,  the  Medical  Officer  of  District  No.  4,  was  absent 
on  leave  from  the  18th  April  to  the  5th  November,  his  duties  were 
discharged  by  Dr.  Boyd,  a  medical  officer  from  St.  Vincent. 

Securities  of  Public  Officers. 

The  bonds  given  by  the  several  public  officers  required  to  do 
so  by  law  are  in  due  form  and  the  names  of  the  several  securities 
on  behalf  of  these  public  officers  are  those  of  men  good  and  suffi- 
cient for  the  amounts  for  which  they  are  respectively  bound. 

Pensions  and  Gratuities. 

The  pension  list  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  a  pension 
to  Mr.  G.  A.  Dillon,  on  the  abolition  of  hia  office  as  "  Colonial 
Registrar/'  of  581,  6s,  8rf.,  and  by  the  proportion  of  pension  payable 
by  Grenada  to  Mr.  Arthur  Gall,  sometime  since  treasurer  of  this 
Colony,  by  33/.  15*.  lOcL 

Population. 

At  the  end  of  1885  the  estimated  population  of  the  Colony  was 
as  follows : — 

Males  -  -  .  -  22,125 

Females       ...  -  24,299 


Total     -  -  -  46,424 

The  estimated  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  report 
wns  47,364,  consisting  of  22,629  males  and  24,735  females.     Tbe 
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increase  of  population  was  940^  namely,  504  males  and  436  females ; 
the  proportions  of  the  sexes  were  109*34  females  to  100  males, 
or  91*48  males  to  100  females. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  increase  of  population  in  each 
parish  as  compared  with  1885  : — 


CtRRKADA. 


1885. 

1886. 

St.  Geoige  - 

.           , 

176 

182 

St.  John     - 

- 

106 

123 

St.  Mark    - 

- 

■• 

35 

81 

St.  Patrick 

- 

117 

161 

St.  Andrew 

- 

128 

263 

StDaTid    . 

- 

64 

77 

Carriacou    - 

- 

136 

53 

From  this  year's  return  it  will  be  seen  that  the  first  quarter 
exhibits  a  larger  increase  than  any  other,  the  minimum  increase 
being  in  the  second  quarter,  when  only  207  were  added  to  the 
population. 

Marriages. 

The  number  of  marriages  solemnized  during  the  year  was  255 
or  34  more  than  in  1885.    Of  these  82  were  solemnized  by  clergy- 
men of  the  Church  of  England  ;  155  by  Roman  Catholics;  14  by 
the  Wesleyans,  and  4  by  the  Presbyterians.,    The  largest  number 
occurred  in  the  quarter  ended  30th  June,  viz.,  74. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  recorded  was  1,973  ;  of  these  1,019  were 
males  and  954  females,  being  eight  more  than  those  registered  in 
1885. 

The  birth  rate  was  4*25  per  cent,  as  against  4'32  in  1885. 

Illegitimacy. 

The  births  set  down  as  illegitimate  numbered  1,051,  or  1  in 
88.  In  1885  tliey  numbered  1,078,  or  1  in  82.  The  per- 
centage of  illegitimate  biithson  the  total  births  registered  in  1886 
was  53-27  as  against  54*91  in  1886. 

Baptisms. 

Of  these  2,039  were  solemnized  during  the  year  ;  786  by  the 
Church  of  England,  1,104  by  the  Roman  Catholics,  105  by  the 
Wesleyans,  and  44  by  the  Presbyterians. 
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Orx!iadi.  Deaths, 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  1^033,  yiz.,  516  males  and 
518  females,  being  175  less  than  in  1885. 

The  death  rate  for  the  year  was  2*23  per  centi  and  is  made  up 
as  follows : — 


Children  under  1  year 
From  1  to  15  years 
Adults      - 


•73  per  cent 

-  -49       „ 

-  lOl        « 


The  following  table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates,  including 
still  births,  from  1882  to  1886. 


Year. 

Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Birthrate. 

Death  rate. 

issa 

48,788 

1^14 

945 

4-47 

8-81 

1S88 

48,757 

1,918 

941 

4-87 

215 

1884 

44,789 

1,869 

1,108 

4-17 

8-46 

1885 

45,495 

1,965 

1,208 

4-32 

8*60 

1886 

46,424 

1,978 

1,038 

4-25 

8-88 

The  two  following  tables  give  the  quarters  of  the  year  since 
1880  in  which  births  and  deaths  are  most  frequent  in  this  Colony, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  largest  average  is  in  the  last  quarter 
of  the  year.  This  has  been  ascertained  on  reference  to  the  register 
book  of  births  and  deaths  since  the  above  date. 


Births  in  each  quarter,  1880  to  1886. 


Quarter  ended 

l^omber  of  Births. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

81  March  .           .           -           - 
80  June      -           -           -           - 

80  September         -           -           - 

81  December 

8,496 
8,086 
8,100 
8,646 

86-88 
28  15 
88*86 
87-86 

Total 

18,888 

10000 
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Quarter  ended 

Number  of  Deaths. 

Proportion  per  cent. 

81  March    .                       -           . 
80  June      - 

80  September 

81  December 

1,825 
1,5S7 
1,822 
2,197 

24-76 
20'72 
24*72 
29*80 

Total 

7,871 

100-00 

Savings  Bank. 

The  business  of  the  sayings  bank  still  continues  to  increase. 
The  balance  in  hand  on  the  Slst  December  being  3,661/.  155.  4J. 
as  against  2,570/.  4«.  8d  in  the  previous  year.  This  increase  is 
partly  formed  by  making  the  Police  Reward  Fund  a  deposit  in  the 
savings  bank.  The  amount  of  this  is,  however,  small,  being  not 
much  more  than  130/. 

Education. 

The  Inspector  of  schools  in  his  report  states  that  the  number 
of  scholars  on  roll,  the  annual  average,  the  number  of  ezaminates, 
and  the  school  fees  show  a  falling  off  in  1 886  as  compared  with 
1885.  The  first  has  decreased  by  653,  the  second  2:35,  the  third 
354,  and  the  fourth  45/.  9*.  3rf.,  all  in  a  great  measure  due  to 
the  extremely  wet  weather  which  prevailed  from  the  middle  of 
May  to  almost  the  close  of  the  year,  preventing  most  of  the 
children  living  in  mountainous  districts  from  attending  the  schools. 
Durinff  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  drought,  a  continuation  of 
several  years  of  dry  weather  in  Carriacou,  had  reduced  most  of 
the  people  of  that  island  to  such  a  state  of  poverty  that  they  were 
unable  to  provide  clothes  or  school  fees  to  send  their  children  to 
the  schools,  which  were  sparsely  attended  in  consequence,  but 
when  the  wet  season  set  in,  in  May,  all  available  labour,  even  that 
of  the  smallest  children  was  taken  advantage  of  in  the  cultivation 
of  their  plots  of  ground,  so  that  the  attendance  which  was  bad  at 
the  beginning  was  still  worse  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

The  assisted  schools  appear  to  have  been  very  indifferently 
supplied  with  books  and  other  school  requisites  by  the  parents 
and  teachers,  not  one  manager  having  sent  in  an  order  for  school 
materials  during  the  whole  year.  The  ill  effects  of  this  parsi- 
mony were  very  noticeable  in  the  annual  examinations.  The 
Qovernment  Schools  at  Birch  Grove  and  Concord  are  working 
very  satisfactorily,  and  though  so  recently  established  stand  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  primary  schools. 
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Gbbhada.  Two  other  Goyernment  school  houses  arc  in  course  of  erection, 
—  one  at  Grand  Roy  the  other  at  River  Sall^ ;  at  both  of  these 
places  there  is  a  large  population.  They  are  expected  to  be  in 
active  operation  in  the  course  of  the  next  two  or  three  months. 
The  Inspector  of  schools  also  points  out  the  pressing  want  of  a 
good  model  school  in  St.  George's,  where  a  number  of  pupil- 
teachers  might  be  trained  under  an  efficient  master  so  as  to  supply 
the  vacancies  in  the  primary  schools  when  the  need  for  fresh 
teachers  arises.  Without  this  the  Colony  will  be  dependent  upon 
the  sister  colonies  for  a  supply  of  schoolmasters  as  it  is  at  present. 
The  Education  Ordinance  Amendment  Ordinance,  1886,  came 
into  operation  in  December,  and  under  one  of  its  provisions  a  new 
board  has  been  appointed. 

Comparative  Statement. 


Year. 

No.  on  Books 
December 

3l8t. 

Average. 

"Rxfupinat^i 

School  Fees. 

\ 

1885 
1886 

8,821 
2,668 

1,805 
1,570 

1,677 
1,223 

£    *.     d, 
478    2  10} 

432  13     1\ 

Decrease 

658 

235 

354 

45     9     8 

Imports  and  Exports, 

The  value  of  imports  shows  a  total  of  120,337^  as  against 
138,1052.  in  1885.  xhis  diminution  in  the  value  of  imports  is  not, 
however,  to  be  taken  as  an  indication  of  decreasing  prosperity  of 
the  island  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view,  as  the  following  comparison 
of  the  exports  of  the  island  for  the  two  years  will  show.  The 
value  of  those  for  1885  being  178,7217.  and  those  of  1886  180,69U 
The  same  causes  which  contributed  to  the  decrease  of  the  value  of 
imports  last  year  continue,  the  principal  of  which  is  the  almost 
extinction  of  the  sugar  industry  in  tiie  island  and  its  results. 

The  amount  of  sugar  exported  in  1885  was  16,983  cwt, 
and  that  of  the  same  shipped  in  1886  1,541^  cwt.  The  increase 
in  the  value  of  exports  is  due  to  the  extension  of  the  cocoa  and 
spice  industries.  Of  cocoa  there  was  exported  51,979^  cwt.  as 
against  49,131  cwt.  in  1885,  whilst  the  spices  in  1886  was 
179,984  lbs.  a«  against  110,768  lbs.  in  1885. 

Shipping. 

Four  hundred  and  fifty  sailing  and  106  steam  vessels  entered 
at  the  several  ports  of  this  Colony  during  the  year  with  an  aggregate 
tonnage  of  181,801  tons.  And  471  sailing  and  62  steam  vessels 
cleared  from  the  several  ports. 
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As  compared  with  ,1885  the  number  of  vessels  which  entered     Q»«^a-« 
was  less  in  1886  by  35,  but  the  carrying  capacity  was  greater  by 
38,553  tons.     This  latter  is  accounted  for  by  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  steam  vessels  entering,  the  increase  being  17  ships. 

Prisons. 

The  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  was  206,  being  15 
less  than  in  1885,  and  of  this  number  only  149,  or  19  less  than  in 
1885,  were  for  purposes  of  penal  imprisonment.  The  daily  average 
of  males  in  prison  was  53"10,  of  females  6*25,  the  highest  number 
on  any  one  day  was  males  66,  females  12 ;  the  lowest,  males  41, 
females  1. 

The  recommittals  were  nearly  33  per  cent,  on  the  committals ; 
but  this  includes  re-convictions  for  minor  offences,  as  well  as  those 
cognizable  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  prisons  during  the  year  was  1,298/.  15*.  2rf., 
and  the  value  of  the  prisoners'  work  is  estimated  at  1,1 10/.  9^.  8rf., 
the  net  cost  was,  therefore,  188/.  5^.  Qd.  All  the  bread  and  cocoa 
consumed  at  public  institutions  is  now  supplied  by  prison  labour, 
at  a  saving  to  the  Treasury  of  630/.  5^.  6s,  ;  over  13,000  bushels  of 
broken  stone  were  supplied  for  public  works  and  various  other 
work  performed,  involving  a  saving.  Taking,  however,  the  gross 
expenditure  the  cost  of  a  prisoner  in  1886  was  22/.  05.  3c?.,  being 
1/.  Is.  less  than  in  1885  and  1/.  19^.  4^/.  less  than  the  average  of 
the  last  four  years.  The  cost  of  the  dietary  has  been  reduced  from 
4j£/.  a  head  per  day  in  1885  to  Z%d,  in  1886,  and  a  progressive 
scale  suggested  by  the  registrar  is  now  under  consideration 
which  should  further  reduce  this  item. 

While  the  punishments   are  of  a  mild  nature,  more  than  half 
being   the   simplest  form  of  dietary  punishment,  deprivation  of 
morning  bread  and  tea,  discipline  is  strictly  enforced.     Corporal 
punishment  was  only  resorted  to  in  cases  of  escapes,  which  are  so 
frequent  as  to  require  stern  and  exceptional  treatment. 

An  East  Indian  immigrant  was  hanged  in  August  for  wife 
murder. 

The  abnormal  prevalence  of  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  in  1885 
ceased  early  in  1886  upon  the  removal  from  the  cells  of  galvanized 
iron  water  buckets,  and  the  substitution  of  large  tin  pannikins  for 
them,  which  goes  to  show  that  the  diseases  were  due  to  some  form 
of  metallic  poisoning. 

On  the  whole  the  progress  made  by  this  department  under  the 
eflScient  management  of  Mr.  E.  Drayton,  the  registrar,  in  the  last 
two  years  is  very  satisfactory,  and  radical  changes  in  the  present 
system  of  discipline  which  are  contemplated  will,  without  doubt, 
further  improve  it. 

The  oflSccr  selected  by  the  Secretary  of  State  as  keeper  of  the 
Richmond  Hill  Prison  gives  satisfaction  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties. 
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Qn»Ax>A.  Criminal  STATiSTioa. 

Police  Report. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  or  to  the  magis- 
trates during  the  year  was  1>451,  a  decrease  of  133  on  the  namber 
reported  in  1885, 

Apprehensions  and  Summonses. 

The  number  of  persons  brought  before  the  magistrates'  oourts 
was  1,451,  as  compared  with  1,664  in  the  previous  year.  The 
cases  were  disposed  of  as  follows  : — 

Convicted          -            -            -  -  662 

Discharged        -             -            -  -  510 

Acquitted          -            •            -  -  242 

Sent  on  for  trial  to  superior  oourts  -  37 

Summary  Convictions. 

The  number  of  summary  convictions  in  the  magistrates'  oourts 
was  662. 

Indictments  and  Informations  in  the  Superior  Courts. 

The  total  number  of  cases  tried  in  the  sujjerior  courts  was-  48, 
an  increase  of  two  upon  the  number  of  cases  in  1885.  Among  the 
convictions  was  one  case  of  murder.  The  murderer  was  a  coolie, 
who  murdered  a  coolie  woman  with  whom  he  cohabited.  The 
murderer  was  executed. 

The  cases  tried  in  the  superior  courts  were  disposed  of  as 
follows : — 

Judgment  for  the  Crown  -            -            -  24 
Judgment  for  the  prisoner            -            -  11 
Cases  fell  through  for  want  of  prosecu- 
tion, &c         -            -            -            -  18 

HOSFITALS. 
Colony  Hospital. 

Three  Imndred  males  and  109  females  were  admitted  into  this 
hospiul  during  the  year,  making,  wiih  31  males  and  17  females  who 
were  inmates  of  the  hospital  on  the  Ist  January  1886,  a  total  of  467. 
Of  these  292  were  discharged  cured,  87  were  relieved,  and  24  died  ; 
there  remained  on  ihe  3l8t  December  1886,  54  patients,  namely, 
32  males  and  22  females.  The  number  of  cases  treated  exceeded 
those  of  last  year  by  63,  and  the  deaths  were  24—16  males  and  8 
females.  The  per-centage  on  the  number  of  cases  treated  (467) 
was  6 '  25.  The  daily  average  in  the  hospital  was  34  males  and 
56  females. 

The  average  daily  cost  of  each  patient  W9»  Is.  I  id. 
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Yaws  Hospital.  Gbbnada. 

There  were  at  the  beginning  ofthe  year  54  patients,  30  males  and 
24  females;  and  178  males  and  82  females  were  admitted  during 
the  year.  The  daily  average  was  140.  The  total  number  cured 
was  241,  and  1  died. 

St  Andrew^s  Hospital. 

Fifteen  males  and  two  females  remained  in  this  hospital  on  the 
Ist  January  1886.  During  the  year  there  were  admitted  88  males 
and  23  females,  making  the  total  number  of  patients  under  treat- 
ment 128.  The  daily  average  in  hospital  was  9  males  and  2 
females.  The  number  discharged  cured  was  83  males  and  20 
femalesi  and  4  males  died 

St  Johv!s  Hospital. 

The  total  number  of  patients  under  treatment  during  the  year 
was  87  males  and  28  females,  the  daily  average  being  6  males 
and  3  females.  64  males  and  20  females  were  cured,  and  3  males 
and  1  female  died. 

Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  number  of  patients  remaining  in  this  institution  on  the  1st 
January  1886  amounted  to  68,  29  males  and  39  females.  During 
the  year  there  were  15  admitted,  14  males  and  1  female.  The 
daily  average  number  of  lunatics  in  the  asylum  was  76. 

Seven  inmates  (8  males  and  4  females)  were  discharged,  and  5 
died  (4  males  and  1  female).  The  cost  of  maintenance  per  head 
was  16L  135.  Id.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  asylum 
throughout  the  year  was  satisfactory. 

Poorhouse. 

There  were  47  inmates,  25  males  and  22  females,  in  this  institu- 
tion  in  the  beginning  ofthe  year.  The  admissions  numbered  17, 
8  ni^es  and  9  females,  making  a  total  of  64  patients  for  the  year, 
and  a  daily  average  of  48.  5  innmtes  left  during  the  year;  1  was 
discharged  for  misconduct,  2  left  of  their  own  free  will,  1  was 
transferred  to  the  Colony  H'  spital  for  treatment,  and  I  was  dis- 
charged as  not  being  a  fit  case  for  admiesion.  The  deaths 
numbered  11,  5  males  and  6  females,  being  5  less  than  in  the 
former  year.      The  cost  of  maintenance  per  head  was  10/.  13^.  3d. 

General  Remarks. 

The  year  1886  will  be  marked  in  the  history  of  the  island  for 
the  establishment  of  a  Botanical  Garden,  the  continuance  of  the 
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Gbenada.     drought   in    Carriacou,   the  contraction   of   a   public   debt    for 
— ■"        carrying   out   works   of  general   utility,   and    the   formation   of 
parochial  boards  in  the  several  towns  and  parishes  of  the  island. 

Botanic  Garden. 

The  garden,  consisting  of  about  15  acres,  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  W.  R.  LlHotr,  the  curator,  was  commenced  about 
the  middle  of  the  year,  and  it  may  be  considered  as  fairly  estab- 
lished, and  full  attention  can  now  be  given  to  the  main  objects  for 
which  it  was  formed,  namely,  the  introduction  and  distribution  of 
'  plants   of  great    economic  value,  the    supply  of   practical  hints 

respecting  new  and  promising  industries,  and  the  developing  and 
improving  of  existing  minor  products.     To  assist  the  curator  in 
•   furthering  these  objects  a  committee,  consisting  of  nine  members, 
has  been  appointed. 

The  grounds  have  been  fenced  in,  laid  out,  and  a  large  number 
of  plants  have  been  planted  out,  all  of  which  are  doing  remarkably 
well.  A  good  supply  of  water  is  being  brought  into  the  garden 
from  certain  springs,  situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
garden,  for  a  very  small  outlay. 

Drought  in  Carriacou, 

The  drought  continued  until  about  the  month  of  August,  when 
it  gave  place  to  copious  and  continued  rains,  which  have  rewarded 
the  exertions  of  the  agriculturalists  with  large  crops  of  cotton  and 
provisions,  the  principal  products  of  the  island.  During  the 
prevalence  of  the  drought  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  able- 
bodied  labouring  population  emigrated  to  the  neighbouring 
islands,  but  returned  as  soon  as  the  change  of  weather  gave  an 
opening  for  their  labour  in  their  native  island. 

Contraction  of  Public  Debt 

In  view  of  the  general  dilapidated  state  of  the  public  roads  and 
buildings  in  the  island  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  raise  money  by 
way  of  a  loan  to  put  these  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition.  The 
sum  of  10,275/.  was  obtained  principally  as  an  advance  from  the 
Crown  Agents.  Of  this  9,248/.  9^.  *Jd,  was  spent  on  the  works 
above  indicated,  and  800/.  lent  to  the  St.  George's  Town  Fund  for 
the  erection  of  new  market  shtds  in  that  town,  leaving  a  small 
balance  of  the  loan  money  in  hand  to  continue  operations  in 
1887. 

Formation  of  Parochial  Boards. 

In  each  parish  of  the  island,  six  in  number,  and  in  the  district 
formed  by  the  island  of  Carriacou,  parochial  boards  have  been 
established,  to  which  have  been  transferred  various  powers  formerly 
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vested  in  the  general  Government;  amongst  these  are  the  levying  GasKijoA. 
of  taxes  in  the  several  townships,  of  rates,  taxes,  tolls,  &c.,  the  — ' 
levying  of  assessments,  for  the  up-keep  of  byeways  in  the  parishes, 
and  the  expenditure  of  these  taxes,  tolls,  &c.,  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  are  levied.  The  members  of  these  boards  are  partly 
nominated  by  the  Governor  and  partly  elected  by  the  duly 
qualified  male  parishioners.  Considerable  interest  was  generally 
shown  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  Colony  at  the  election  of 
members  of  these  boards,  which  took  place  in  the  *  month  of 
November  last 

Ibwin  C.  Maling, 
Administrator. 


GK)LD  COAST.  qoldCoak 


No.  16. 


Governor  W.  Bbandfobd  Griffith,  C.M.G.,  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Edward  Stanhope,  M.P. 

Government  House,  Christiansborg  Castle, 
Sm,  Accra,  November  9,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit,  for  yoar  information,  the 
accompanying  sanitary  reports  on  the  stations  of  Cape  Coast, 
Elmina  and  Quittah,  for  the  quarter  ending  on  the  30th  of 
September  1886,  and  for  Accra  for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the 
year. 

2.  Dealing  firstly  with  the  Accra  Report,  the  Chief  Medical 
Officer  remarks:  "Being,  as  I  am,  penetrated  with  a  strong 
<'  desire  to  see  the  towns  on  the  coast  improved  in  a  sanitary 
'*  point  of  view,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  at  last  sanitary 
**  projects  are  being  put  in  force  quickly  and  effectively." 

3.  With  regard  to  what  Dr.  McCarthy  remarks  about  latrines 
at  Accra,  I  transmit  copies  of  a  printed  notice  which  I  directed 
the  officer  acting  at  the  time  as  District  Commissioner  to  have 
circulated  among  the  Kings  and  Chiefs  of  James  and  Ussher 
Towns  for  the  information  of  the  people  dwelling  in  them.  I  am 
informed  that  the  latter  have  gladly  availed  themselves  of  these 
conveniences  and  are  thankful  for  them.  The  Surveyor  General 
has  been  directed  to  build  a  latrine  for  women  at  the  locality  on 
the  beach  which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  frequent  Shortly 
after  the  road  to  the  place  had  been  commenced,  several  women 
and  some  men  protested  against  its  being  proceeded  with  on  the 
plea  that  the  particular  ground  selected  and  the  position  for  the 
intended  latrine  were  under  the  guardianship  of  some  fetish,  and 
the  workmen  and  labourers  were  threatened  with  personal  violence 
if  they  did  not  desist  Matters  at  last  looked  so  serious  that  the 
Surveyor  General  came  to  me  to  report  and  to  ask  for  instructions, 
whereupon  I  immediately  telegraphed  to  Mr.  Cleland,  who  is  the 
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GozjdCoait.  King  of  James  Town  in  which  the  work  was  to  be  carried  ont,  to 
see  me ;  and  on  his  arrival  I  explained  the  matter  to  him  and 
requested  that  he  would  remonstrate  with  his  people  on  the  folly 
of  their  conduct^  because  the  work  was  being  undertaken  for  their 
advantage.  Mr.  Cleland  very  kindly  promised  to  do  all  he  could 
to  put  matters  right,  and  owing  to  his  intervention  in  two  days 
afterwards  the  work  was  continued.  The  earth  excavated  was 
removed  by  women  labourers,  some  of  the  same  who  had  just 
before  been  violently  opposed  to  the  undertaking.  This  occurrence 
points  to  the  necessity  for  prudence,  tact,  and  fimmess  in  dealing 
with  the  natives,  who  frequently  in  their  conduct  remind  one  of 
overgrown  and  spoiled  children. 

4.  The  water  supply  of  Accra  and  of  many  of  the  coast  towns 
is  a  serious  matter,  wluch  I  am  endeavouring  to  grapple  with.  At 
Gape  Coast  a  large  tank  will  shortly  be  completed  which  will  be 
of  great  service  to  the  town.  The  military  are  not  likely  to  avail 
themselves  of  it,  as  since  they  ceased  to  get  condensed  water  tliey 
have  preferred  to  draw  their  supplies  from  the  tanks  in  the  Castle. 
For  Salt  Pond  1,500/.  has  been  placed  on  the  estimates  for  1887 
for  a  tank  and  collecting  ground  for  100,000  gallons  of  water  for 
the  people  of  the  town.  Storage  for  15,000  gallons  of  water  is 
being  provided  at  Winnebah  ;  and  now  the  people  of  Prampram 
are  threatened  with  a  water  famine,  and,  through  the  Commissioner, 
are  begging  that  a  tank  may  be  built  in  their  town.  I  am  having 
inquiry  made  into  this  matter.  At  Accra  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
reservoir,  to  which  the  Chief  Medical  OflBcer  refers,  is  going  to 
cost  more  than  double  the  estimate  furnished  by  Mr.  Jones,  the 
Assistant  Surveyor,  when  acting  for  Mr.  Pagan.  A  report  upon 
the  matter  has  been  furnished  to  me  by  the  latter,  from  which  it 
appears  that  the  estimate  of  1,087/.  12*.  will  be  exceeded  by 
1,325/.  if  the  work  is  carried  on.  It  would  simply  be  throwing 
avray  the  money  already  spent  if  the  reservoir  was  abandoned. 
The  Surveyor  Greneral's  report  upon  the  matter  has  just  reached 
me,  but  I  am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  it.  I  catechised  him  some 
.  time  ago  as  to  the  public  works  on  hand,  and  when  I  referred  to 
the  reservoir,  which  had  then  been  some  time  in  progress,  he  shook 
hb  head  and  remarked  that  the  money  would  not  be  enough.  I 
told  him  that  there  was  the  estimate  of  its  cost  To  this  he  replied 
that  it  was  not  his  estimate.  **  But,"  I  rejoined,  *'  it  was  made  by 
"  Mr.  Jones,  who  at  the  time  was  acting  as  Surveyor  General." 
He  did  not  reply,  but  told  me  subsequently  the  reservoir  would 
cost  double  the  money.  I  will  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice 
again  in  a  separate  Despatch.  Meanwhile,  I  intend  to  circulate 
the  report  among  members  of  Council  in  order  to  get  their  assent 
to  the  continuance  of  the  reservoir  to  completion. 

6.  Dr.  McCarthy  makes  an  interesting  and  useful  statement 
respecting  the  rainfall  at  New  Site.  From  the  Ist  of  January  to 
the  30th  of  October  only  21^^  inches  of  rain  had  fallen.  On 
the  6th  instant  I  measured  -f^  from  a  fine  shower,  which  spread 
over  a  large  area  and  brought  upthe  total  rainfall  for  the  year  to 
6th  November  to  22^  inches.  With  so  small  a  supply  of  water, 
and  very  little  if  any  more  can  be  looked  for  a^in  this  year^ 
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unless  it  should  come  in  a  few  days  with  the  full  moon,  the  Qold  Coast 
question  of  water  must  be  one  of  anxiety  to  the  Government.  — ^ 
With  the  object  of  providing  a  steady  and  contiguous  supply  I 
have  directed  Mr.  Pagan,  as  soon  as  he  can  spare  the  time,  to 
inspect  localities  between  the  Seccoom  River,  Aburi,  and  Akropong, 
so  as  to  ascertain  whether  water  can  be  obtained  in  unfailing  and 
sufficient  quantity,  which  could  be  collected  in  a  large  volume  in 
some  convenient  position  and  brought  down  by  ptpeage  to  Accra. 
If  the  water  can  be  discovered  it  will  be  well  worth  the  outlay 
necessary  to  convey  it  to  the  town. 

6.  The  Chief  Medical  Officer's  suggestion  as  to  trying  for  water 
by  the  use  of  Norton's  boring  tubes  will  be  referred  to  the 
Surveyor  General  for  him  to  consider  and  report  on. 

7.  The  cactus  forest,  a  nest  of  filth  and  dirt,  a  hotbed  for 
disease,  and  a  refuge  for  dangerous  snakes,  is,  I  am  glad  to  be  in 
a  position  to  state,  fast  disappearing  and  will  soon  be  a  thing  of 
the  past.  With  regard  to  the  pig  nuisance,  I  shall  not  be  able  to 
get  that  removed  until  the  Public  Works  Department  has  com- 
pleted some  of  the  numerous  undertakings  it  has  on  hand.  But 
m  saying  this,  I  beff  you  to  believe  that  I  will  keep  the  matter 
steadily  m  view  until  it  has  l)een  dealt  with,  for  any  visitor  to 
Accra,  even  if  his  nose  and  eyes  are  not  diligent,  cannot  help 
being  aware  of  the  dreadful  nuisance  the  pigs  are  in  every  part  of 
the  town. 

8.  Under  the  title  of  General  Health  the  Ohief  Medical  Officer 
has  written  an  interesting  essay,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to 
point  out  the  benefits  he  considers  would  be,  derived  by  taking 
advantage  of  the  erection  of  a  new  prison  in  such  a  position  as  to 
utilise  the  services  of  the  long-sentenced  prisoners  by  employing 
them  on  a  model  farm,  and  gradually  extending  their  occupation 
to  the  cultivation  of  umbrageous  trees  in  the  vicinity  of  Accra,  by 
which  '*  two  health  factors  would  be  gained :  cultivation,  which 
''  destroys  the  malarial  organism ;  and  arboriculture,  which 
**  promotes  a  regular  rainfall." 

9.  With  regard  to  the  Doctor's  observation  about  the  decline 
in  the  value  of  palm  oil,  it  has  not  been  greater  than  that 
experienced  in  regard  to  sugar ;  nevertheless,  Dr.  McCarthy 
advocates  the  culture  of  the  sugar  cane.  Palm  oil  is  one  of  the 
staple  products  of  the  Colony  and  must  always,  from  a  variety  of 
circumstances,  remain  so.  With  regard  to  coffee  and  cocoa,  the 
former  grows  luxuriantly  in  the  hills  of  Aquapim,  and  when  I 
visited  "King  Quamin  Cori  at  Akropong  in  March  last,  1  urged 
upon  him  the  advantages  which  would  accrue  to  his  country  by 
extending  the  cultivation  of  coffee  so  as  to  have  a  product  that 
would  pay  when  palm  oil  did  not.  I  also  advised  him  to  plant 
cocoa,  and  through  the  kindness  of  a  friend  I  obtained  about  100 
pods  of  it  from  the  Portuguese  island  of  San  Thome  and  sent  them 
to  him.  I  have  also  written  to  the  Government  of  Trinidad  for  a 
supply  of  seeds  for  distribution  in  the  hill  country  of  Aburi  and 
the  neighbourhood.  Cotton  would  pay  if  any  trouble  was  taken 
with  its  cultivation,  but  do  what  one  may  it  is  difficult  to  move 
the  average  native  out  of  his  groove.    Cognate  to  this  point,  as 

4  2 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


244  PAPEBS  RELATING   TO 

Gold  Coast,  indicative  of  the  native  idea  of  the  superiority  of  the  methods  of 
""""  his  country  to  those  of  Europeans,  I  quote  the  following  from  Dr. 
Heron's  report  upon  the  Quittah  district :  ''  The  repulsion  of  the 
''  natives  to  civilised  treatment,  and  their  want  of  confidence  in 
^'  the  methods  employed,  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  effect 
''  muoh  good.  In  a  larse  majority  of  instances  perfect  faith  exists 
^*  in  native  customs  while  the  most  profound  contempt  is  shown 
'<  for  '  white  man's  medicine/  ^  If  it  was  possible  to  infuse 
European  energy  and  enterprise  into  the  average  native,  with  the 
vast  and  fertile  country  in  which  he  lives,  and  with  his  inde- 
pendence of  the  unhealthiness  of  his  climate  which  rarely  affects 
nim,  he  might  produce  enormous  quantities  of  valuable  merchan- 
dize and  become  rich  by  its  exchange  for  the  commodities  of  other 
countries,  but,  in  homely  English,  **  it  is  not  in  him  "  to  give 
himself  trouble.  He  is  happy  and  contented  after  his  fashion,  and 
being  so  is  unlikely  to  take  advantage  of  the  improvements 
exhibited  by  model  farms.  However,  I  quite  agree  with  Dr. 
McCarthy  that  the  prisoners  should  engage  in  industrial  labour  of 
the  descriptions  suited  to  them,  and,  when  a  prison  has  been  built, 
arrangements  can  be  made  for  the  cultivation  by  them  of  a  model 
farm,  but  I  fear  that  even  if  established  and  thriving  it  would  be  a 
long  while,  if  at  all,  before  the  ua  ives  would  sacrifice  their  old 
system  for  those  of  '*  the  white  man." 

10.  Kegarding  his  scheme  from  its  economic  aspect,  he  states 
that  "  at  present  the  profit  made  by  the  contractors  for  prison 
"  rations  may  be  fairly  estimated  at  100  per  cent."  Per  contra  he 
asserts  that  **  the  saving  to  be  effected  by  prisoners,  by  preparing 
''  their  own  food  would  amount  to  nothing  less  than  1,000/.  per 
*'  annum." 

11.  I  quite  grant  that  if  the  prisoners  grew  and  prepared  their 
food  that  the  expenditure  which  would  otherwise  be  incurred 
would  be  saved,  but  as  regards  the  profit  he  credite  the  contractors 
with  making  he  has  not  given  any  data  in  support  of  his  figures 
of  100  per  cent.  The  matter,  however,  has  not  escaped  attention. 
Some  time  ago,  on  the  advice  of  Mr.  Bartlett,  the  Auditor,  I 
directed  that  contracts  should  be  called  for  at  the  end  of  this 
month  for  1887,  so  that    the   arrangements    for  supplying  the 

S)risoner8'  food  should  be  placed  on  a  sounder  and  more  reliable 
boting  than  they  have  been  on  hitherto. 

12.  The  remarks  I  have  made  on  Dr.  McCarthy's  report  will 
partly  supply  the  information  desired  in  Lord  Granville's  Despatch 
of  the,  12th  of  February  1886,  paragraph  2. 

13.  With  respect  to  the  discipline  and  general  arrangements  of 
the  various  prisons  in  the  Colony,  undoubtedly  there  is  a  want  of 
system  and  a  need  of  check,  I  would  have  taken  steps  already 
towards  effecting  some  improvement  if  I  had  had  a  suitable  officer 
for  the  purpose;  and,  should  one  be  available,  1  will  havean 
inspection  made  of  every  prison,  so  as  to  have  before  me  informa- 
tion which  will  enable  me  to  decide  as  to  what  may  be  practicable 
in  the  way  of  revising  existing  arrangements  and  instituting 
advisable  reforms. 
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14.  The  Report  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Cape  Coast  was  Gold  CoAtr. 
written  by  Dr.  Henderson  of  the  Army  Medical  Department,  who        — * 

is  temporarily  employed  by  this  Government  as  Assistant  Colonial 
Surgeon  there.  1  have  been  surprised  at  his  statement  that  nearly 
all  of  the  provisions  of  the  Towns,  Police,  and  Public  Health 
Ordinance  have  been  suspended  at  Cape  Coast,  and  I  have 
directed  that  the  District  Commissioner  should  be  communicated 
with  upon  the  subject 

15.  Dr.  Henderson  mentions  that  six  new  latrines  are  in  course 
of  erection  and  will  undoubtedly  prove  of  much  benefit,  and  he 
recommends  the  adoption  of  measures  to  compel  the  natives  to 
resort  to  them.  1  have  very  little  doubt  that  the  people  will  use 
the  latrines,  when  they  are  ready,  without  any  compulsion  being 
required.  I  will  direct  the  District  Commissioner  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  the  nuisances,  referred  to  by  the  Doctor,  being 
committed  on  the  beach. 

16.  The  question  of  a  general  water  supply  for  the  town  of 
Cape  Coast  from  the  neighbouring  hills  will  have  my  attention 
when  I  visit  the  place  next  month.  1  will  also  see  what  can  be 
done  in  the  way  of  planting  trees  in  the  streets  at  Cape  Coast, 
which  are  very  bare  of  them,  and  the  shelter  they  would  afibrd 
would  be  a  grateful  relief  to  the  glare  aqd  heat  of  the  sun,  which 
has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  more  trying  and  oppressive  at 
Cape  Coast  than  elsewhere. 

17.  I  have  issued  directions  that  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  and 
his  labourers  shall  be  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge  of  the  district  of  Cape  Coast  as  suggested  by 
Dr.  Henderson.  They  are  so  placed  here  and  at  Elmma,  and  I 
was  under  the  impression  that  this  was  also  the  case  at  Cape 
Coast 

18.  The  sanitary  report  on  the  station  of  Elmina  is  by 
Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon  Sullivan.  In  alluding  to  the  plains 
surrounding  Elmina  he  states  that  many  of  them  are  swamps  during 
the  rainy  season  and  produce  '^  almost  nothing  in  the  way  of 
"  vegetation  except  coarse  grass  and  mangrove,  and  are  therefore 
^'  a  great  source  for  the  production  of  malaria,  since  nature's 
'^  subsoil  drainage,  the  roots  of  trees,  are  almost  completely 
^^  absent"  He  adds :  "  These  plains,  especially  those  in  the 
"  vicinity  of  the  town,  afford  a  fine  opportunity  to  try  the  good 
*'  effect  of  a  eucalypus  plantation.  As  an  anti-malarial  and 
**  antiseptic  its  good  effects  in  producing  this  happy  result  have 
'^  been  highly  spoken  of  where  it  has  been  tried  in  the  malarial 
'*  districts  of  Italy  and  elsewhere,  and  I  think  that  the  climate  of 
"  West  Africa  would  permit  of  its  culture  with  ordinary  care." 
When  I  went  to  Lagos  in  1880  I  found  five  varieties  of  eucalypti 
seedlings  in  a  box  and  planted  them  out,  checking  their  tendency 
to  grow  tall  and  thin  by  cutting  off  the  main  shoots  when  they  got 
beyond  20  feet  in  height.  This  process  caused  the  trees  to  throw 
out  lateral  branches  which  thickened  and  strengthened  them,  and 
they  were  fairly  stout^  in  good  health,  and  under  robust  growth 
when  I  saw  them  a  year  ago.  They  were  planted  in  a  place  which 
was  swampy  in  rainy  weather.    The  eucalypti  rapidly  absorbed 
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Gold  Coast,  the  moisture  and  finally  starved  out  all  other  small  trees  near  them. 
I  will  write  to  Kew  for  seeds  of  eucalypti,  and,  on  receipt 
distribute  them  to  the  various  stations. 

19.  With  regard  to  Dr.  Sullivan's  remark  about  latrines  at 
Elmina^  I  decided  some  time  ago,  in  consultation  with  the  Surveyo 
General,  that  these  should  be  undertaken  as  soon  as  he  had  a 
foreman  to  spare.  One  is  to  be  placed  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
town  over  the  waterway,  and  is  to  be  connected  with  the  bank  by 
a  bridge.  This  will  be  cleansed  by  the  tide.  Another  is  to  be 
run  into  the  sea  at  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  whilst  others  will 
be  placed  in  convenient  positions  inland  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
Later  on,  as  the  matter  is  not  pressing,  when  more  urgent  work 
has  been  completed,  the  question  of  conveying  water  firom  the 
Sweet  River  into  Elmina  can  be  considered,  as  that  place  is  better 
off  for  water,  owing  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river,  than  any 
other  of  the  towns  of  the  Colony  on  the  coast. 

20.  In  the  Beport  from  Quittah,  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon 
Heron  urges  the  necessity  for  a  Government  Hospital.  200/.  was 
placed  on  the  estimates  of  1886  for  this  building,  but  with  the 
numerous  demands  on  his  attention  and  time  the  Surveyor  General 
has  been  unable  to  deal  with  the  work  yet.  But  I  will  see  that  it 
is  taken  in  hand  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity.. 

21.  In  connexion  with  this  Despatch,  I  request  your  reference 
to  my  Despatch  of  the  9th  of  August  last*  dealing  with  the 
Sanitary  Reports  to  3l8t  December  1885. 

22.  These  quarterly  reports  of  the  Medical  Department  are  not 
^nly  interesdng,  but  they  are  useful  in  bringing  under  the  notice 
of  the  Governor  matters  which  he  might  not  otherwise  be  made 
aware  of,  and  of  enabling  him  to  remove  obstructions  and  to  under- 
take remedial  measures  when  shown  to  be  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  Bb^ndfobd  Gbiffith, 
The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Edward  Stanhope,  M«P. 
&C.  &c. 


Enclosure  1  in  No.  16. 


Sanitaby  Report  on   Acoba  Station   for  the    first  Three 
Quarters  ending  30th  September  1886. 

As  I  am  going  on  leave  of  absence  at  the  end  of  this  month, 
I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  for  his  Excellency's  information,  my 
sanitary  report  for  Accra  for  the  first  three-quarters  of  the 
year,  which  will  therefore  include  any  remarks  I  should  make 
were  I  to  send  in  a  separate  report  for  the  quarter  ending  Sep- 
tember 30th  as  desired  by  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies. 


♦  No.  5. 
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At  the  end  of  the  year  my  successor  will  supply  the  report  CJold  Coast. 
for  the  fourth  quarter  of  the  year  together  with  toe  vital  and 
general  statistics  of  the  hospital. 

Being,  as  I  am,  penetrated  with  a  strong  desire  to  see  the 
towns  on  the  coast  improved  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  I  am 
glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  at  last  sanitary  projects  are  being  put 
in  force  quickly  and  efiectively. 

I  am  glad  to  say  that  every  practical  and  reasonable  suggestion 
I  have  made  to  Governor  Griffith  he  has  adopted  and  has  had 
carried  out  promptly. 

The  people  are  now  supplied  with  a  liberal  number  of  latrines 
at  the  back  of  the  town,  and,  to  that  now  in  use  on  the  beach, 
two  more  will  be  added  as  quickly  as  possible.  As  soon,  therefore, 
as  the  pigs,  which  are  still  at  large,  are  stied,  the  insuperable 
difficulty  which  has  hitherto  existed  of  keeping  the  town  clean 
will  have  disappeared. 

(a;)   The  Water  Supply. 

This  is  another  department  of  sanitation  which  Governor 
Griffith  has  given  his  atlention  to,  and  already  five  large  extra 
tanks  with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  265,000  gallons,  are  con- 
structed. But  beyond  and  above  all  in  importance  is  the 
enormous  reservoir  which  is  being  constructed  for  public  use. 
This  storage  will  hold  2,500,000  gallons,  and  if  our  next  year's 
rain  should  fall  in  its  normal  abundance  it  will  be  filled ;  an  end 
will  then,  I  hope,  be  put  to  what  the  poorer  classes  have  always 
suffered  from — ^a  want  of  a  fair  supply  of  good  drinking  water. 

Unfortunately,  however,  the  rainfall  this  and  last  year  has  been 
extremely  small,  which  has  naturally  caused  a  good  deal  of  un- 
easiness, and  if  such  droughts  continue  to  occur  our  tanks,  ample 
though  they  are,  will  not  be  filled,  and,  as  is  the  case  now,  the 
evil  effects  of  scarcity  will  be  felt. 

The  rainfall  last  year  was  not  estimated,  but  up  to  the  20th  of 
October  of  this  year  21*30  inches  only  have  fallen.  To  obviate, 
however,  the  danger  which  might  accrue  from  the  occurrence  of 
further  droughts,  Governor  Griffith  has  been  for  some  time 
considering  the  practicability  of  bringing  water  by  pipe  from  some 
of  the  head  waters  of  the  River  Secoom.  But  no  matter  what 
point  of  that  river  is  selected  to  collect  water  at  it  will  entail  the 
erection  of  expensive  waterworks  to  raise  the  water  in  order  to 
bring  it  to  Accra,  for  a  glance  at  the  map  of  the  district  will 
show  that  a  range  of  hills  intervenes  between  the  river  and  the 

town. 

An  alternative  method  might  be  considered,  and  that  is  to 
construct  by  local  native  labour  a  large  reservoir  at  the  foot  of 
the  hill  in  the  vicinity  of  Aburi  and  which  would  be  well  fed  by 
rivulets  which  exist  in  the  neighbourhood.  From  this  position 
a  point  might  be  selected  for  such  a  reserijyir  which  would  afford  a 
natural  fall  into  Accra  or  Christiansborg, 
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Gold  Coast.       I  leave  this  suggestion  where  it  stands  for  the  consideration 

^■^        of  the  official  whose  special  duty  it  is  to  report  on  such  subjects^ 

and  I  trust  the  Surveyor  General  will  pardon  my  giving  an  opinion 

on  a  matter  which  is^  of  course,  altogether  his  province  to  deal  with 

and  decide  on. 

Last  July,  owine  to  the  drought  in  1886,  water  had  to  be 
brought  in  buckets  oy  a  gang  of  women  from  the  Secoom.  This 
water  was  principally  used  by  prisoners,  houssas,  police,  and  by 
a  few  Europeans  for  ablution  only. 

Fearing  it  might  not  be  fit  to  drink,  the  Governor  requested 
me  to  analyse  it,  and  I  found  it  of  much  better  quality  tban  I 
anticipated,  that  is, ''  usable  "  after  filtration. 

Here  is  the  Analyris : — 


Analysis  of  Water  supplied  to  Officials  at  Accra  for  Drinking 
and  Coohing  Purposes. 


Date  of  collection,   Feb.    20,    Source,  River  Secoom. 

1886. 
Analysis,  Feb.  21,  1886 
Reason  for  analysis 


Temperature  when  drawn 
Appearance  in  a  2  foot  glass  tube 
Smell  when    heated    to    100^ 

Fahr.  agitated. 
Chlorine  in  chlorides  - 
Phosphoric  acid   in  phosphates 
Nitrogen  in  nitrates    - 
Ammonia,  free 
Ammonia,  albuminoid 
Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes 

at  80**  Fahr. 
Qj^gen  absorbed  in  four  hours 

at  80°  Fahr. 
Hardness        -  -  . 

Total  solids  dried  at  212''  Fahr. 
Microscopical    examination   of 

deposit. 


Soil,  alluvial. 

To  ascertain  its  fitness  for 

the  above  purposes. 
78°  60  Fahr. 
Pale  yellow. 
Perceptible. 

1*54  grs.  per  gallon. 

None. 

•080  per  gallon. 

OOtfi  per  gallon. 

0026  per  gallon. 

*028  per  gdlon, 

*126  per  gallon. 

Not  estimated. 
Not  estimated. 
Vegetable  debris,  yellowish 

fungus     vorticella,     and 

monadina,  &c. 


(Signed)        J.  D.  MoCabthy,  F.C.S. 


Owing  to  sickness,  I  was  unable  to  estimate  the  ^'  hardness  '' 
and  *'  total  solids,"  but  so  far  as  the  analysis  was  carried  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  water  was  safe  to  drink  after  filtration. 

Before  leaving  the  important  subject  of  the  water  supply,  I 
may  state  that  it  has  often  struck  me  that  if  some  deep  borings 
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by  a  Norton's  tube  were  made  in  the  yalley  behind  Christiansborg  Oold  Coast. 

water  might  be  found ;  and,  if  ascertained  to  be  of  good  quality,        

the  necessity  for  bringing  it  from  Aburi  or  the  Secoom  would  be 
obyiated. 

Should  borings  be  made,  however,  they  ought  to  be  at  least 
200  feet  deep,  for  conclusions  drawn  from  shallow  borings  would 
be  worthless,  and,  besides,  it  would  be  necessary  to  descend  beyond 
the  region  of  the  sandstone  as  the  water  sheet  resting  on  that  is 
found  to  be  brackish.  Also,  striking  rock  at  one  point  should 
not  deter  from  trying  at  other  spots  in  the  valley  where  previous 
formations  may  possibly  be  found. 


(b.)   The  Cactus  Forest. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  the  cactus  forest  behind  the 
Treasury,  which  has  hitherto  been  used  as  a  latrine  by  the  public,  is 
now  being  rapidly  eradicated ;  over  7,000  square  yards  are  already 
cleared,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  months  the  growth  which  once 
covered  so  large  an  area  will  no  longer  exist,  thus  doing  away 
with  one  of  the  most  insanitary  nuisances  in  the  district. 

Owing  to  the  erection  of  latrines  the  air  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
town  is  already  perceptibly  freer  from  its  wonted  odour,  and  I  am 
convinced  that  if  the  people  can  be  induced  to  keep  their  pigs, 
about  3,000  in  number,  in  the  sties  which  are  about  to  be  built 
for  them,  two  decided  factors  will  be  eliminated  from  the  etiology 
of  disease  in  this  neighbourhood. 


The  General  Health. 

As  I  have  often  before  remarked,  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
obtain  any  reliable  information  respecting  the  death  rate  and  still 
more  so  of  the  amount  and  nature  of  sickness  which  prevails 
amongst  the  people  on  this  coast.  Hence,  with  the  exception  of 
those  treated  in  hospital  (the  statistics  relating  to  these  will  be 
given  in  the  last  quarter's  Report),  I  leave  them  completely  out  of 
consideration,  and  simply  because  incorrect  statistics,  like  those 
of  the  Registrar  of  Births  and  Deaths  of  Lagos,  are  worse  than 
useless — they  are  misleading. 

In  April,  May,  and  June  a  good  deal  of  sickness  prevailed 
amongst  the  Europeans  here,  resulting  in  seven  deaths,  three  of 
blackwater  fever,  two  of  remittent  fever  of  another  type,  one  of 
phthisis  and  one  of  insolation. 

Seventy  Europeans  have  resided  at  Accra  since  January,  so 
that  the  death  rate  up  to  date  is  100  per  1,000.  Many  of  these 
Europeans,  however,  resided  here  for  short  periods,  some  for  a 
fortnight  only,  others  for  a  month  or  thereabouts,  so  that  to 
include  them  in  this  number  obviously  makes  the  death  rate 
appear  much  lower  than  it  would  be  if  the  permanent  residents 
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QoLD  Coast,  alone  were  considered.     Six  were  inyalided^  four  temporarily,  two 
—        to  Europe. 

Strangers  on  first  visiting  this  neighbourhood  cannot  under- 
stand why  it  should  be  so  unhealthy.  "  You  live,"  snid  one  to  me, 
'^  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  sea  beach,  the  general  direction 
'^  of  the  wind  is,  in  18  hours  out  of  the  24,  direct  from  the  sea 
"  and  you  have  no  swamps  within  miles  of  you.  I  cannot  under- 
'^  stand,  therefore,  where  the  caiise  of  so  much  insalubrity  can 
"  lie.-^' 

This  person  counted  without  his  host,  the  land  breeze,  which 
prevails  during  the  other  quarter  of  the  day,  and  brings  us  most, 
if  not  all  the  disease  from  which  we  suffer  here.  But  to  account 
for  the  manifestations  of  malaria  in  a  community  a  layman  must 
have  a  swamp,  whereas  in  reality  the  paludal  origin  of  this  miasm 
is  comparatively  ignored  in  countries  where  its  source  and  nature 
have  been  most  investigated  by  scientists.  The  fact  is,  that  it  is 
in  the  uncultivated  soil  of  valleys  and  low-lying  grounds  of 
tropical  countries,  suoh  as  the  valleys  behind  Accra  and  Christians- 
borg  that  this  special  poison  is  mostly  generated. 

The  nature  and  variety  of  the  points  dealt  with  in  this  report 
will,  I  trust,  clearly  demonstrate  the  immense  responsibilities  of 
an  officer  occupying  the  position  which  I  hold  in  this  Colony. 
This  wide  field  of  duties  would  in  any  comparatively  civilised 
country,  be  split  up  into  a  number  of  separate  and  specific 
appointments,  and  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  municipal  autho- 
rities, and  not  by  the  local  Government.  If,  in  my  anxiety  to 
leave  no  experiment  untried,  no  possible  factor  towards  the  general 
well-being  of  the  community  unsuggested,  I  have  transgressed 
the  limits  of  mv  functions  as  Chief  Medical  Officer,  I  regret  the 
error.  I  would  infinitely  rather  lay  myself  open  to  the  charge 
of  "  trop  de  zhle  '*  than  be  haunted  by  the  conviction  that  some- 
thing had  been  left  unsuggested  and  consequently  untried  which 
might  have  tended  to  modify  the  deadliness  of  this  climate.  It 
has  been  this  ever  present  sense  of  the  possible  alleviation  of  our 
ills  (I  speak  here  of  the  native  as  well  as  the  European  community) 
which  has  led  me  to  devote  a  large  amount  of  time  and  thought  to 
the  development  of  the  industrial  scheme  which  forms  the  second 
portion  of  this  report.  I  allude  to  the  transformation  of  our 
central  prison  into  a  model  farm  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
headquarters.  The  humanitarianism  of  the  present  age  has 
expressed  itself  in  terms  of  severest  censure  on  a  prison  system 
which,  judging  by  restilts,  seems  to  have  for  iu  sole  object  the 
brutalizing  of  the  unhappy  convict.  It  has  demonstrated  in  a 
manner  convincing  to  all  thinking  men,  the  manifest  advantages 
which  must  accrue  to  any  community  in  which  the  prisoner  is 
encouraged  and  educated  with  the  view  of  subf^tituting  for  a 
dangerous  criminal  an  orderly  citizen. 

Industrial  schools  and  model  farms  have,  as  factors  in  the 
education  of  the  criminal  classes,  produced  the  most  remarkable 
results  both  in  England,  and  on  the  continent. 
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The  foundation  of  a  new  prison  at  headquarters  does  not  pre-  Ck>LD  Coast, 

sent  itself  to  my  mind  as  an  isolated  fact,  as  a  mere  matter  of  bricks         

and  mortar.  Nay,  it  appears  to  me  rather  as  a  nucleus  around 
which  are  gathered  a  number  of  vital  questions ;  and  it  is  this 
consciousness  of  the  infinite  possibilities  arising  out  of  an  other- 
wise inconsiderable  undertaking,  which  prompt  me  to  take  up 
in  extenso  the  various  points  of  importance  which  to  my  mind  may 
naturally  be  considered  in  connexion  with  the  establishment  of 
this  prison. 

As  the  gaol  system  which  obtains  in  this  Colony  at  the  present 
time  is  admittedly  imperfect,  defective,  and  generally  unsatisfoctory 
it  is  manifestly  the  duty  of  the  Government  before  forwarding  its 
central  prisoti  to  weigh  and  to  determine  the  end  which  it  cx)n- 
templates  thereby  to  attain.  The  mere  establ  ishment  of  a  building 
in  which  prison  discipline  will  run  on  the  same  old  lines  as  hereto- 
fore is  in  itself  not  merely  an  absurdity,  but  a  sheer  waste  of 
public  money. 

On  the  other  hand,  place  your  prison  in  such  a  position  and 
construct  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  make  it  available  as  a  model 
farm,  and  the  advantagjes  consequent  therein  appear  to  me  as  invalu- 
able as  they  are  certain.  The  convict  model  farm  opens  up  four 
vistas  of  advancement,  viz.,  (1)  moral,  (2)  physical,  (3)  educa- 
tional, and  (4)  economic. 

(I).  The  conversion  of  the  convict  into  an  agricultural  labourer 
will  benefit  him  morally,  because  not  only  is  he  regularly  employed, 
but  that  employment  being  in  the  field  he  does  not  suffer  from 
that  restlessness  and  depression  which  in  our  present  gaol  system 
is  such  a  fruitful  source  of  ill-health.  He  will  have  a  regular 
daily  task  to  accomplish  and  the  mere  fact  of  seeing,  in  the  growth 
and  harvesting  of  the  crops,  that  he  is  still  a  useful  member  of  the 
communityy  will  tend  io  raise  him,  however  brutalized  he  may 
have  become. 

(2.)  Having  established  your  model  farm  on  the  height  behind 
Christiansborg,  you  command  a  large  area  of  highly  productive 
country,  stretching  to  the  southward  as  far  as  the  Labady  Road, 
whilst  to  the  northward  the  expanse  of  untilled  soil  is  practically 
unlimited  ;  maize,  cassava,  and  yam  require  little  or  no  trouble  to 
cultivate  successfully,  and  when  not  occupied  in  sowing  or  plant- 
ing the  above  the  mass  of  convict  labour  could  be  appHed  to  tree 
planting  in  the  district  immediately  north  of  Accra,  which  is  now 
practically  denuded  of  anything  larger  than  a  shrub. 

To  this  wholesale  destruction  of  the  trees,  I  attribute  the 
irregularity  and  scantiness  of  the  rainfall  during  the  last  few  years. 
Years  of  irregular  or  scanty  rainfall  on  this  coast  have  been 
invariably  marked  in  my  experience  by  an  increased  death-rate 
from  most  diseases  and  the  significant  presence  of  the  more 
malignant  types  of  fever  and  dysentery.  If  by  planting  umbra- 
geous trees  in  the  vicinity  of  Accra  we  can  restore  the  regularity 
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Gold  Coast,   ^f  t^®  rains,  we  at  one  and  the  same  lime  improve  the  public  health 

and  settle  that  vexed  question,  the  water  supply  of  Accra. 

With  regard  to  the  cultivation  of  the  land  as  a  means  of  freeing 
it  from  its  morbific  elements,  I  would  quote  an  author  whose  fame 
as  an  hygienist  is  world-wide.  His  dictum  is  as  follows: — 
"  Malaria  invariably  disappears  before  the  plough."  From  your 
model  farm  you  therefore  derive  two  health  factors :  Cultivation, 
which  destroys  the  malarial  organism,  and  arboriculture,  which 
gives  you  a  regular  rainfall. 

(3.)  The  model  farm  as  a  centre  of  experimental  agriculture 
would  be  the  first  step  towards  the  foundation  of  Oovemment 
plantations.  It  would  be  the  initiation  of  an  industrial  scheme  of 
education  for  the  whole  Colony.  The  native  of  the  Gold  Coast  is 
still  content  with  a  very  low  scale  of  living.  His  ambition  is  as 
borne  as  are  his  ideas.  The  tremendous  fall  in  palm  oil,  our  one 
staple,  has  shaken  the  commerce  of  the  Colony  to  its  very  found- 
ations, and  what  Sierra  Leone  is  to-day  the  Gold  Coast  may  be 
to-morrow,  that  is,  on  the  verge  of  national  bankruptcy. 

Here  is  the  whole  commerce  of  the  coast  dependent  on  one 
item  of  produce,  and  that  item  one  which  has  fallen  in  the  space 
of  two  years  from  35/.  to  36/.  per  ton  to  18/.  and  19/. 

In  the  contest  against  South  America  and  Australian  tallow,  the 
valuable  vegetable  oils  of  the  East  and  West  Indies,  and  the 
mineral  oils  of  the  United  States,  Galacia,  and  Baku,  palm  oil 
can  only  have  one  tendency,  aud  that  a  downward  one.  It  there- 
fore behoves  the  Government  of  this  Colony  to  foster  by  every  means 
in  its  power  any  enterprise  which  may  have  for  its  object  the 
discovery  or  development  in  our  commerce  of  '^  fresh  fields  and 
pastures  new.*' 

I  will  enumerate  a  few  of  the  more  important  staples,  all  of 
which  grow  luxuriantly  in  various  parts  of  the  coast:  cofiee 
cocoa,  maize,  indigo,  rice,  cotton,  ginger,  sugar  cane,  rubber  (both 
tree  and  vine),  cocoa  palm,  and  tobacco.  By  small  plantations  of 
these  products  on  the  farm,  you  would,  if  successful,  teach  the 
intelligent  native  this  valuable  lesson,  that  the  wealth  of  the 
Gold  Coast  is  to  be  sought  and  found  not  in  its  gold  or  its  palm 
oil,  but  in  the  hitherto  untested  richness  of  its  countless  acres  of 
ferru^nous  clay  and  alluvial  deposit. 

(4.)  Now  as  regards  the  economic  aspects  of  the  scheme.  At 
present  the  profit  made  by  the  contractors  for  prison  rations  may 
be  fairly  estimated  at  100  per  cent,  and  as  the  new  building  will 
hold  all  the  long-sentence  convicts  in  the  Colony,  the  saving  to  be 
effected  by  growing  and  preparing  their  own  food  would  amount 
to  notliing  less  than  1,000/.  per  annum. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  venture  to  point  out  that  I  am  not 
suflBciently  sanguine  as  to  expect,  nay,  even  to  hope  that  each  and 
every  point  in  this  scheme  will  succeed,  but  I  believe  that  where  so 
many  benefits  may  accrue  from  the  undertaking  some  at  least 
are  sure  to  be  realised ;  and  that  at  the  very  worst  the  scheme 
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would   be  an  undoubted  improvement  from  every  point  of  view   Gold  Coast. 
upon  the  system  now  in  vogue.  

(Signed)        J.  D.  McCarthy, 

Chief  Medical  Officer. 
Colonial  Hospital,  New  Site,  Accra, 
21st  October,  1886. 


Enclosure  2  in  No.  16. 


Sanitary  Beport  on  Cape  Coast  for  the  Quarter  ended 
30th  September  1886. 

The  town  has  been  fairly  healthy  during  the  quarter ;  no  disease 
has  been  epidemic.  There  was  one  case  of  small-pox  treated  in 
the  small-pox  hospital. 

The  town  is  kept  as  clean  as  possible  with  the  very  limited  and 
imperfect  means  available,  but  until  much  more  energetic  and 
stringent  measures  than  those  in  force  at  present  are  adopted  to 
compel  the  native  population  to  be  more  cleanly  in  their  habits  the 
sanitation  of  the  town  will  never  be  in  a  satisfactory  state.  There 
was  an  Ordinance  issued  some  years  ago  (Towns,  Pol  ice,  and  Public 
Health  Ordinance  1878)  which,  if  put  in  force,  would  very  much 
improve  the  state  of  Cape  Coast,  but  as  nearly  all  its  provisions  are 
suspended  it  is  now  nothing  better  than  a  farce. 

At  present  pigs,  sheep,  goats,  fowls,  &c.  wander  about  the  streets 
at  all  times.  When  District  Commissioner  Barnett  was  here  he 
tried  to  put  a  stop  to  this,  but  the  nuisance  is  now  as  bad  as  ever. 

Ths  public  latrines  are  fairly  well  patronised ;  the  number  in 
use  was  far  short  of  the  requirements  of  the  town  but  six  new 
ones  are  now  being  erected  and  will  undoubtedly  prove  of  much 
benefit,  more  especially  if  measures  were  adopted  which  would 
compel  the  natives  to  use  them  ;  if  this  is  not  done  they  will  at 
best  only  mitigate  the  evil.  The  bush  round  the  town  and  the 
sea  shore  are  now  little  better  than  a  latrine,  and  however  many 
latrines  may  be  erected  numbers  of  natives  will  still  use  those 
places  if  permitted. 

The  water  used  by  the  natives  is  of  very  bad  quality  and  is  the 
cause  of  much  disease.  There  is  no  source  of  water  supply  but 
wells  and  tanks,  and  it  would  be  a  great  boon  if  a  plentiful 
and  constant  supply  of  good  water  could  be  brought  into  the 
town  ;  this  would  easily  be  done  from  the  Sweet  Eiver ;  a  large 
reservoir  could,  at  a  small  cost,  be  constructed  at  Abroabanka, 
about  six  miles  from  Cape  Coast,  and  the  water  brought  into  the 
town  by  pipes,  passing  through  filter  beds  on  the  way.  The  cost 
of  the  whole  work  would  not  be  much  and  would  well  repay  the 
Government ;  a  constant  supply  of  good  water  would  be  obtained 
and  in  addition  to  its  other  advantages  would  be  of  incalculable 
benefit  by  providing  a  means  of  flushing  the  drains  in  the  town. 
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Gold  Coibt.  The  new  main  drain  is  a  step  in 'the  right  direction,  bnt  if  it  coutd 
—  be  flushed  during  the  dry  season  its  value  would  be  more  than 
trebled. 

It  would  add  greatly  to  the  appearance  of  the  town  if  trees 
were  planted  along  the  sides  of  the  principal  streets;  they  would 
give  a  pleasant  shade  and  help  to  abate  the  intolerable  glare  which 
is  no  doubt  the  cause  of  much  eye  disease.  To  carry  out  this 
suggestion  would  be  no  expense^  as  the  whole  work  could  be  done 
by  prisoners. 

Some  months  ago  the  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon  at  Cape 
Coast  was  appointed  to  act  in  future  as  Health  Officer  of  the 
district ;  to  enable  him  to  properly  carry  out  the  duties  I  would 
suggest  that  the  Conservancy  Establishment  should  be  placed 
entirely  under  his  orders  ;  at  present  he  has  no  control  or  authority 
of  any  kind  over  the  men  and  has  to  send  his  instructions  and 
suggestions  through  the  District  Commissioner.  This  must  always 
be  a  source  of  delay  and  altogether  unsatisfactory  to  everyone. 

(Signed)        W.  R.  HeKdeeson,  M.D., 
Surgeon^  M.S., 
Cape  Coast,  Acting  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 

25th  October  1886. 


Enclosure  3  in  No.  16. 

Sanitary  Report  on  the  Station  of  Elmina  for  the  Quarter 
ending  30th  of  September  1886. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  district  surrounding  Elmina 
appears  to  consist  of  sandstone  hills,  which  are  metamorphic  in 
origin,  rising  abruptly  from  alluvial  plains,  many  of  which  are 
swamps  during  the  rainy  season. 

These  swamps  are  productive  of  almost  nothing  in  the  way  of 
vegetation  except  coarse  grass  and  mangrove,  and  are  therefore  a 
great  source  for  the  production  of  malaria,  since  nature's  subsoil 
drainage,  the  roots  of  trees,  are  almost  completely  absent. 

These  plains,  especially  those  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town,  afford 
a  fine  opportunity  to  try  the  good  effect  of  a  eucalyptus  planta- 
tion. As  an  anti-malarial  and  antiseptic  its  good  effects  in 
producing  this  happy  result  have  been  highly  spoken  of  where  it 
has  been  tried  in  the  malarial  districts  of  Italy  and  elsewhere ; 
and  I  think  that  the  climate  of  West  Africa  would  permit  of  its 
culture  with  ordinary  care. 

Many  of  the  diseases  from  which  the  native  population  suffer 
are  complicated  by  malaria.  On  this  point  I  have  had  ample 
opportunity  of  satisfying  myself  and  observing  the  satbfactory 
result  of  combining  quinio  or  arsenic  with  the  ordinary  treatment, 
and  the  majority  of  these  cases  I  believe  came  from  what  may  be 
called  the  most  malarial  parts  of  the  town. 

The  principal  vegetable  food  supply  which  I  have  observed  are 
Okro  (Abelmoschum  Esculintis),  garden  eggs  {Solamum  ovigerurn) 
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tomatoes  (Lyeopersicum  esculenium),  yams  (Dioscoma,  t>yo  species),   q^u^  coabt. 

maize  {2!ea  Mays),     The  natives  depend  solely  on  these^  with  fish,         

pigs  or  fowl  for  their  diet. 

During  this  quarter  dysentery  was  very  prevalent  amongst  the 
nativeS}  and  was  in  my  opinion  kept  up  by  the  fact  that  the 
dysenteric  stools  are  seldom  buried  by  the  natives,  but  left  exposed 
to  the  action  of  the  air  and  sun,  and  thus  become  reduced  to  a 
state  of  pulverization,  and  the  germs  are  then  blown  about  by  the 
wind  and  transmitted  to  fresh  subjects,  either  through  the  medium 
of  the  water,  or  food,  on  which  they  may  rest,  or  perhaps  inhaled 
by  the  lung& 

With  regard  to  the  public  water  supply  and  latrines  I  can 
only  recommend  that  the  schemes  I  proposed  in  my  sanitary 
report  of  3l8t  December  1885  be  carried  out. 

There  has  been  a  marked  increase  in  the  attendance  of  both  the 
in  and  outpatients  at  the  Colonial  Hospital  during  the  quarter. 

Although  it  was  publicly  announced  through  Chief  Andoh  that 
vaccination  would  take  place  each  day  at  the  Colonial  Hospital, 
but  few  availed  themselves ;  this  may  be  attributed  in  a  great 
measure  to  the  fiict  of  its  being  announced  through  the  Chief,  owing 
to  some  political  ill  feeling  towards  him. 

The  health  of  European  officers  was  satisfactory  through  the 
quarter. 

A  virulent  type  of  ophthalmia  was  rife  for  some  time,  and  may 
be  accounted  for  by  the  irritant  nature  of  the  dust  which  is  con- 
stantly being  blown  about. 

The  falaria  medinensis  is  a  cause  of  much  sufifering  to  the 
native,  and  in  many  instances  is  the  starting  point  of  permanent 
destruction  to  the  muscles  and  deformity  to  the  limbs ;  this  is 
invariably  the  case  when  the  patient  is  left  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  the  native  doctors. 

(Signed)        F.  W.  Sullivan, 

Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 


Enclosure  4  in  No.  16. 
Dr.  Heron  to  Chief  Medical  Oppioer. 

Sib,  Quitiah  Fort,  October  6,  1886. 

I  HAVE  I  he  honour  herewith  to  submit  the  following  general 
Sanitary  Report  of  this  district  for  the  quarter  ended  30ih 
September  1886. 

During  this  period  a  total  of  four  hundred  and  sixty-one  (461) 
patients,  new  cases,  have  been  treated,  the  total  number  of 
attendances  being  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-five 
(1,446). 

Of  these  six  hundred  and  three  were  native  Government 
employes;  which  gives,  roughly,  an  average  of  4  per  cent,  of 
illness  among  this  class  for  the  quarter,  or  approximately  a  sick 
rate  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  (160)  per  thousand  (1,000)  for  the 
year.     Although  an  increase  on  previous  returns  is  thus  shown. 
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Gold  Coasi.  ^e  per-centage  of  attendance  is  exceedingly  low  considering  the 

population  of  the  neighbourhood  and  the  known  unhealthiness  of 

the  district.  The  repulsion  of  the  natives  to  civilised  treatment, 
and  their  want  of  confidence  in  the  methods  employed,  makes  it 
almost  impossible  to  effect  much  good,  or  to  take  any  interest  in 
professional  work. 

In  a  large  majority  of  cases  perfect  faith  exists  in  native  customs 
while  the  most  profound  contempt  is  shown  for  **  white  man's 
medicine."  About  four  months  ago  a  native  practitioner  sued  a 
leper  before  the  District  Commissioner  here  for  five  pounds  (5/.) 
due  for  medical  attendance,  the  defendant  being  subsequently 
treated  as  a  pauper  at  the  dispensary. 

In  toy  opinion  the  only  conceivable  method  by  which  the 
surgeon's  work  here  may  be  made  more  profitable  to  the  patients 
and  less  irksome  to  himself  is  by  the  establishment  of  an  hospital 
in  or  near  the  town. 

There,  with  padents  under  immediate  supervision  and  control, 
it  is  possible  to  remedy  diseases  otherwise  incurable. 

Uncivilised  out-door  patients  complicate  matters  by  bringing 
medicine  into  disrepute  and  disheartening  honest  professional  men. 

By  this  class  (of  patient),  partly  from  ignorance,  partly  from 
disbelief  in  their  efficacy,  drugs  dispensed  are  seldom  taken,  and 
if  taken  rarely  according  to  directions  as  regards  time  and  dose. 

Bandages  carefully  applied  at  the  surgery  will  be  loosened  at 
home  or  completely  removed  until  the  next  visit 

Lciiions,  liniments  and  ointments  are  mis-used  in  every  manner, 
and  such  important  modes  of  treatment  as  those  by  enemata, 
suppositories,  &c.  are  out  of  the  question  with  the  class  of  dis- 
pensary patients  here. 

Under  these  circumstances  satisfactory  results  are  almost 
precluded,  and  surgical  operations  become  quite  impracticable. 

The  so-called  dispensary  here  is  well  known  as  a  miniature 
closet  partitioned  off^  of  corner  of  the  Court  House. 

The  average  occupation  of  this  cavity  is  three  persons,  surgeon, 
dispenser,  and  patient,  both  the  dresser  and  the  Houssa 
interpreter  having  to  remain  in  the  open  door-way. 

By  careful  measurement  and  computation  I  am  enabled  to  state 
that  the  actual  available  space  of  this  dispensing  cupboard  is 
almost  exactly  five-sixths  of  that  of  the  latrine. 

Patients  collect  and  wait  for  two  or  three  hours  in  the  body  of 
the  Court  House,  where  the  washing  and  dressing  has  to  be  more 
or  less  publicly  performed,  as  there  is  no  room  elsewhere. 

This  practice  is  not  conducive  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  ; 
and  considering  the  majority  of  these  cases  are  gangrenous  ulcers 
and  other  offensive  sores,  it  militates  somewhat  against  the  comfort 
of  the  Government  clerks. 

Four  weeks  ago  the  necessity  arose  of  treating  a  case  of 
fractured  thigh-bone  in  an  old  mim,  of  course  at  his  own  home, 
where  he  lay  on  a  bare  mat  upon  the  ground. 

The  difficulties  of  setting  and  putting  up  the  limb  in  such  a 
position  may  be  more  easily  imagined  than  described.     It  was 
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found,  boweyer,  that  his  friends  were  in  the  habit  of  altering  the  Gold  Coast. 
bandages;  and  three  weeks  after  the  accident  an  unexpected  visit         — • 
revealed  the  splints  and  padding  completely  removed. 

On  the  16th  of  September  Mr.  A.  D.  Muffle  aetatis  19  years, 
a  volunteer  out  door  officer,  had  both  bones  of  his  leg  badly  shat- 
tered by  the  Government  surf  boat,  the  limb  being  almost  torn 
off. 

I  amputated  above  the  injury,  everything  resulted  satisfieu^rily 
and  the  patient  was  placed  in  a  ground  room  below  the  fort  as  the 
only  place  available. 

Kapid  progress  was  bebg  made  towards  recovery,  when  on  the 
ninth  morning  between  3  and  5  ajn.  a  heavy  shower  of  rain  fell, 
sendbly  lowering  the  thermometer. 

Tetanus,  brought  on  by  the  suddenly  reduced  atmon^heric  tem- 

Srature,  set  in  within  six  hours,  and  death  ensuea  early  the 
lowing  day. 

This  man's  decease  is  to  be  attributed  solely  to  exposure  in  the 
damp,  unventilated  cell  during  and  after  the  nun. 

Certified  copies  of  the  verdict  at  the  inquest,  and  of  my  cross- 
examinadon  by  the  foreman  of  the  jury  (F.  W.  Daacke,  Esq.)  are 
enclosed. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  as  good  as  can  be 
expected,  all  things  considered. 

Though  there  is  no  water  which  can  be  called  pure  available 
for  native  use,  the  supply  from  small  wells  sunk  in  the  sand  is 
ample. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        A.  Woodburn  Hbbon, 

Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon. 
The  Chief  Medical  Officer,  Accra. 


EVIDBNCE. 

Evidence  at  Inquest  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  D.  Miiffle. 

Qmttah,  September  26,  1886. 

Albxandbb  Woodburn  Heron  re-called. 

(Foreman.)  Do  you  consider  the  place  the  patient  was  kept  in 
a  fit  one  ? 

Certainly  not,  but  it  was  the  only  place  available. 

{Foreman.)  l3o  you  think  the  patient  would  have  had  a  better 
chance  of  recovering  in  a  proper  hospital  ? 

(Witnesa)     Certainly ;  there  would  have  been,  in  that  case, 
every  hope  of  his  recovery. 

(Signed)        A.  Woodburn  Hbbon. 

Certified  true  copy. 
(Signed)        J.  Jackson, 
Deputy  Registrar. 
0    5018S,  B 
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Gold  Ck)AiT.  Verdict  at  Inquest  of  the  late  Mr.  A.  D.  Muffle. 

~"  Quittah,  September  26,  1886. 

The  said  jurors  find  that  the  death  of  the  said  A.  D.  Muffle 
was  caused  on  or  about  the  26th  day  of  September  1886  by 
tetanus,  the  result  of  injuries  accidently  received  by  the  upsetting 
of  the  surf  boat  on  the  11th  instant. 

The  jury  regret  that  there  is  no  hospital  at  this  place  for  the 
reception  of  patients^  and  think  that  had  there  been  one  deceased 
might  have  recovered. 

And  so  say  the  jurors  upon  their  oath  aforesaid. 

Witness  our  hands, 

(Signed)        F.  W.  Daaoke,  Foreman. 

GOTT.  ZURLINDBN,   "| 

THoa  p.  Williams, 

ROlYMPIA,  LTiimM 

Wm.S.  Johnson,       H^'s. 

Chb.  JaoObson, 

j.  c,  lokko,  j 

Ghables  a.  Fkaseb,  Coroner. 

Certified  true  copy. 
(Signed)       John  Jackson, 

Deputy  Registrair. 


Enclosure  5  in  No.  16. 

Gk>yEBNMENT  NOTIOE. 


(No.  1.) 

Ussher  Fort,  Accra,  October  1,  1886. 
NonOE  is  hereby  given,  that  12  commodious  latrines  with 
screens  have  been  erected  in  convenient  positions,  and  an  additional 
latrine  on  the  beach  at  James  Town,  all  within  tbe  town  of  Accra. 
They  have  been  built  by  the  Oovemment  with  a  view  to  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  town,  and  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  inhabitants  in  general.  Six  latrines  are  painted  black  for  the 
use  of  males,  and  six  white  for  females ;  but  the  one  on  James 
Town  beach,  although  white,  is  for  males ;  an  additional  latrine 
for  females  will  shortly  be  erected  on  the  beach  to  the  eastward  of 
James  Fort.  It  is  expected  that  the  inhabitants  of  Accra  will 
use  these  latrines,  instead  of  committing  nuisances  in  the  bush  and 
on  the  beach  as  was  formerly  the  custom. 

By  command, 
Bouse  Douglas  Douglas,  Captain, 

District  Commissioner. 
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GOLD  COAST.  gold  Com. 


No.  17. 


Governor  W.  Bbandfobd  Gbippith,  C.M.G.,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  a  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

Government  House,  Christiansborg  Castle, 
Sib,  Accra,  March  23, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, the  following  reports  from  the  Commissioners  of  the  districts 
mentioned  below. 


Quittah  District. 

1.  For  November  and  December  1886,  and  for  January  and 
February  1887.  In  the  report  for  November,  objection  is  taken 
to  the  arrangements  intended  by  the  Surveyor  General  in  regard 
to  the  cleaning  of  the  latrines.  The  objection  has  been  admitted 
and  remedied,  and  the  necessary  utensils  have  been  taken  in  hand 
for  manufacture  and  supply  by  the  Public  Works  Department. 
In  the  report  for  December  it  is  stated  that  the  market  in  the  town 
of  Quittah  could  be  improved  by  an  expenditure  of  four  pounds, 
which  was  authorised.  And  as  regards  the  allowance  of  150/.  to 
the  Awoonah  Chiefs,  which  they  desired  to  receive,  the  Commis- 
sioner has  been  authorised  to  pay  it  to  them.  The  report  for  January 
states  that  six  latrines  had  been  completed  and  would  be  in 
working  order  when  the  pans  arrived.  The  February  report  does 
not  call  for  any  remark. 

Volta  River  District 

2.  The  report  for  November  is  satisfactory  but  does  not  call  for 
any  particular  notice,  and  this  remark  will  apply  also  to  that  for 
December. 

Addah  District 

3.  The  reports  for  November,  December,  January,  and  February, 
although  meagre  as  usual,  are  satisfactory.  The  application  of 
the  "  Towns  Police  and  Health  Ordinance  *'  appears  to  have  done 
good  in  the  district. 

Pram  Pram  District. 

4.  The  report  for  November  speaks  well  of  the  condition  of  the 
roads.     The  unwillingness  of  the  people  to  do  anything  in  the 

R2 
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Gold  CoAff.  shape  of  public  labour  for  their  own  advantage  seems  to  have 

provoked  the  Native  Commissioner,  who,  however,  allowed  his 

judgment  to  control  his  feelings  in  the  matter  to  which  he  refers. 
With  regard  to  his  desire  to  receive  authority  to  compel  the  people 
to  accept  vaccination,  I  have  not  taken  any  action,  as  the  question 
is  one  which  will  need  consideration  and  legislation,  which  I  have 
not  the  time  to  give,  and  to  enter  upon,  before  my  departure. 
The  report  for  January  is  satisfactory.  In  that  for  February 
allusion  is  made  to  a  case  of  suicide,  which  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Volta.  As  regards  the  want  felt  for  water, 
I  intend  asking  the  Legislative  Council  to  vote  a  sum,  say  1,000Z., 
for  the  erection  of  a  tank  at  Pram  Pram  to  hold  100,000  gallons. 
The  report  for  February  is  satisfactory. 


Wirmehah  District. 

5.  The  report  for  November  is  characteristic  of  the  late 
Commissioner.  The  ''  Towns  Police  and  Health  Ordinance''  lias 
since  the  report  was  written  been  applied  to  the  towns  of 
Mumford  and  Appam.  Owing  to  the  changes  of  Commissioners 
at  Winnebah  in  December  and  January  no  reports  have  been  sent 
in  for  December  1886,  nor  for  January  and  February  1887. 


Salt  Pond  District. 

6.  I  transmit  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Commissioner,  in  which 
he  gives  an  interesting  report  of  a  journey  he  made  to  pbrtions  of 
his  district  in  connexion  with  some  of  its  roads.  I  have  given 
instructions  upon  his  recommendation  to  supply  tools  to  those 
Chiefs  who  are  willing  to  clean  their  roads  on  the  terms  allowed 
by  the  Grovemment.  The  report  for  November  contains  a  copy 
of  a  letter  with  an  account  of  a  riot  which  occurred  at  Abowinim 
on  the  16th  of  that  month.  The  reports  for  December  1886  and 
for  January  1887  do  not  present  any  points  of  interest. 


Cape  Coast  District 

7.  In  the  report  for  November  the  Commissioner  makes  a 
recommendation,  with  regard  to  the  flags  used  by  companies,  that 
all  flags  at  present  in  their  possession  should  be  abolished,  and  a 
single  red  ensign,  given  by  the  Government,  substituted.  The 
question  is  a  vexed  one,  and  is  of  extensive  character.  I  have  had 
it  under  consideration,  but  I  am  not  prepared  to  deal  with  it  at 
present.  In  the  report  for  December  the  Commissioner  suggests 
that  the  services  of  some  of  the  prisoners  in  the  gaol  at  Cape 
Coast  who  have  been  brought  up  to  various  trades  might  be  utilized 
to  better  advantage,  than  with  the  labour  they  are  engaged  upon, 
if  they  were  employed  in  working  at  their  trades.  But  with  the 
few  tradesmen  in  gaol,  aqd  looking  to  their  occupations,  I  do  not 
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see  on  a  balance  of  considerations  that  there  wonld  be  a  gain  by  X3k>u>  CojLtr. 
adopting  the  recommendation  of  the  Commissioner  for  Gape  Coast.        -^-' 
His  suggestion  as  to  buckets  being  on  hand  in  case  of  fire  is  a 
practic^one^  which  will  be  attended  to. 

Ehnina  District. 

8.  The  report  for  November  does  not  call  for  observation. 

Secondee  District 

9.  The  reports  for  November  and  December  1886^  and  for 
January  and  February  1887,  are  drawn  up  with  the  care  and 
attention  which  always  \nark  Mr.  Vrooms  work.  They  arc 
generally  interesting,  but  do  not  require  any  special  remarb. 

Dixcove  District 

10.  The  report  for  November  is  satisfactory.  In  that  for 
December  the  Commissioner  refers  to  the  insamtary  condition  of 
the  ^^  Piah,"  a  large  area  in  the  town  where  water  stagnates,  and 
states  that  he  will  be  glad  to  see  something  done  towards  its 
improvement.  But  as  I  understand  the  filling  up  or  purification 
of  the  locality  would  be  an  extensive  undertaidng,  and  would 
require  to  be  looked  after  by  a  foreman  of  works,  I  have  written 
for  further  information  upon  the  subject.  The  reports  for  January 
and  February  1887  do  not  call  for  any  observations. 

Axim  District 

1 1.  The  reports  for  November  and  December  1886  and  January 
1887  do  not  possess  any  features  of  interest. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W,  Bbandfobd  Gbiffith, 

Governor. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.a,  M.P. 
&a  &c.  &c. 


The  DiSTBiGt  CoMMissiONBBi  Quittah,  to  Colonial 
Sbcbetabt. 

Sib,  Quittah  Fort,  December  1,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you  on  this  district  for 
the  month  of  November  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-in-Chief. 

2.  The  lagoon  still  keeps  its  high  level,  and  if  there  is  any 
diminution  in  the  water  it  is  not  appreciable.  This  is  in  spite  of 
8  very  dry  month. 
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Gold  Ck>An«       3.  With  regard  to  the  latrines  to  be  constructed  here,  I  and  the 

*— ■"         Medical  Officer  here  are  both  of  opinion  that  the  system  on  which 

they  are  to  be  worked  is  wrong.     It  is  proposed  to  dig  large  holes 

and  cover  them  over  with  the  sheds.     There  are  a  number  of 

objections  to  this. 

Ist.  That  this  town  stands  on  a  mere  spit  of  sand,  and  the  holes 
would  require  shoring  up  with  timber ;  this  would  be  expensive. 

2nd.  I  do  not  believe  a  hole  of  sufficient  depth  can  be  dug 
without  coming  to  water ;  8  feet  is  the  extreme  limit  of  water. 

3rd.  This  would  necessitate  the  sheds  being  constantly  moved, 
and  that  would  cost  a  good  deal  of  money,  in  addition  to  the  cost 
of  shoring  up  the  new  holes. 

4th.  The  Medical  Officer  considers  that  under  any  conditions 
the  system  is  not  good.  * 

5tb.  I  would  recommend  that  the  sheds  be  provided  with  pans, 
which  could  be  emptied  in  the  sea,  there  being  a  strong  current 
leading  away  from  the  town.  It  would  require  at  least  60  pans 
to  do  this,  and  in  case  there  were  not  sufficient  prisoners  it  would 
require  hired  labour  to  work  the  system. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Ohables  A.  Fbassb, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c 


The  DiSTBiOT  Commissioner  of  Quittah  to  the  Colonal 

Segbetabt. 

Sib,  Quittah  Fort,  January  2,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  of  reporting  to  you  on  the  state  of  this 
district  for  the  month  of  December  1886  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Govemor-in-Chief. 

2.  The  lagoon  does  not  seem  to  have  lost  water  or  guned  any 
during  the  month. 

sTSix  latrines  having  been  ordered  to  be  built  at  this  place, 
four  have  been  completed  during  the  month  and  two  are  yet 
incomplete. 

4.  One  part  of  the  market  place  here  is  considerably  lower  than 
the  other  half,  and  in  the  event  of  a  higher  lagoon  would  be 
subject  to  inundation.  I  find  that  the  Chiefs  would  be  willing  to 
raise  the  ground  there  for  a  sum  of  41  to  give  the  people  rum 
with.     This  I  would  recommend. 

5.  I  have  received  messages  from  the  King  of  Awoonah  and 
the  Chiefs  asking  that  they  may  be  allowed  to  draw  their  annual 
stipend,  which  they  state  is  now  due.  I  informed  them  that  I 
would  forward  their  application  for  ihe  consideration  of  his 
Excellency  the  Gt)vernor-in-Chief. 

6.  The  state  of  the  district  is  undisturbed,  but  some  days  ago  at 
Tegbey,  where  the  people  have  a  land  palaver,  I  was  informed 
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that  the  people  were  going  to  fight,    I  at  once  went  out  there  ^"^  Ooisr. 

with  some  Houssas.     1  did  not  find  any  signs  of  disorder,  but 

ordered  the  headmen  of  both  parties  into  Quittah.    When  they 

arrived  I  explained  that  they  would  be  prevented  from  fighting 

each  other,  even  by  force,  if  necessary.     I  do  not  consider  that 

there  is  now  any  danger  of  a  serious  breach  of  the  peace  at 

Tegbey. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        Chablbs  A.  Fbaseb^ 

District  Clommistioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary^ 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


District  Commissioner,  Quittah,  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

Sir,  Quittah  Fort,  January  31,  1887. 

1.  I  HAVE  the  honour  of  reporting  on  this  district  for  the 
month  of  January  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the 
Governor-in-C  hief. 

2.  The  district  has  been  quiet  and  undisturbed  during  the 
month,  but  I  regret  to  say  thai  the  Chiefs  of  Agbo8om6  do  not 
seem  to  agree  amongst  themselves  any  better.  I  wrote  to  the 
King  and  offered  to  meet  him  and  the  Chiefs,  but  he  seems  rather 
to  evade  the  subject.  This,  I  think,  arises  from  his  knowing  how 
hostile  some  of  the  Chiefs  are  to  him. 

3.  The  lagoon  still  keeps  its  level. 

4.  Six  latrines  have  been  completed  in  the  town,  and  when  pans 
arrive  will  be  in  working  order.  - 

5.  A  new  road  or  lane  leading  from  the  beach  side  of  the  town 
towards  the  lagoon  side,  through  the  premises  of  Chief  Amarffashie, 
is  nearly  complete,  the  houses  having  been  removed,  and  there  is 
now  only  some  levelling  and  clearing  away  of  debris  to  be  done. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        Chables  A.  Fraseb, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


District  Commissioner,  Quittah,  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary. 

Sir,  Quittah  Fort,  March  2,  1887. 

I  have  the  honour  of  reporting  on  this  district  for  the 
month  of  February  1887  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 
the  Govemor-in-Chief. 

2.  The  month  has  been  exceedingly  dry,  but  the  sinking  in  the 
level  of  the  lagoon  is  almost  imperceptible. 
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Gold  Coast.       3.  The  new  road  through  Chief  Amargashie's    premises  wa 
*—         completed  early  in  the  month. 

4.  The  district  has  been  quiet  and  undisturbed. 
I  bave^  &C. 
(Signed)        Cuarlbs  A.  Fbaseb^ 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary^ 
&a  &c.  &C. 


DiSTBlOT  CoMMlssiONEB^  Volta  Eiver  District,  to  the 
Colonial  Seobetabt. 

Report  an  the  Volta  River  District  for  the  Month  ofNovembet 

1886. 

Sib,  Akuse,  River  Volta,  February  19, 1887. 

I  hatb  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report  on  this 
district  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

2.  During  the  first  part  of  the  month  I  was  absent  on  special 
duty,  arriving  at  Akuse  on  the  afternoon  of  the  12th  November^ 
and  leaving  again  for  Accra  on  the  morning  of  the  25th. 

Rivers. 

3.  The  Volta,  the  principal  river  in  this  district,  which  during 
the  early  part  of  October  had  overflowed  its  banks,  has  fallen  very 
considerably,  and  in  consequence  the  smaller  tributary  streams, 
such  as  the  Okwaye,  are  beginning  to  dry  up  in  the  shallower 
parts. 

Roads. 

4.  The  roads  in  this  district,  with  the  exception  of  those  from 
the  top  of  the  Assisesso  hill  to  Aburi  and  the  mountain  road 
cleaned  by  the  Qovem'ment,  were  in  very  fair  condition.  Even 
the  road  leading  to  Aouamoo  was  clean.  There  was  very  little 
water  on  them,  and  tne  only  fault  I  had  to  find  with  those  in 
Croboe  was  that  in  a  few  places  the  branches  of  trees  overhead 
had  not  been  cut  quite  high  enough  to  permit  the  hammock  to 
pass  without  danger  of  beinff  torn.  This,  however,  was  remedied 
on  my  mentioning  it  to  the  kings  in  charge  of  the  road. 

Towns. 

6.  On  my  return  to  Akuse  I  found  the  town  not  quite  as  clean 
as  osual,  most  likely  owing  to  my  absence.  Kpong  was  especially 
dirty,  Odumase  having  natural  advantages  in  the  nature  of  its 
soil,  as  also  Srah  and  Assisesso,  were  clean.  Now  that  the 
Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordinance  has  been  implied  to 
Kpong  and  Akuse  they  will  no  doubt  be  kept  cleaner  than 
formerly. 
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Lakes  and  Lagoons.  ^^  ^^^^ 

6.  The  lagoon   between  Akuse  and  Amedica  was  very  full^        ""^ 
owing  to  the  overflow  of  the  river  Yolta  last  month.     The  same 
applies  to  the  other  lagoons  all  along  the  banks  of  the  Yolta. 


Native  Courts. 

7.  Owing  to  the  short  time  at  my  disposal  I  did  not  sit  in  any 
of  the  native  courts.  From  inquiries  I  have  made,  though,  there 
do  not  seem  to  have  been  many  cases  settled^  and  these  only  of  a 
minor  order^  referring  chiefly  to  native  law  and  the  breaking  of 
oaths. 

Sanitationt 

8.  The  sanitary  condition  of  Epong  and  Akuse  is  far  from  satis- 
factory. At  the  former  place,  owing  to  the  exceptionally  high 
state  of  the  river  last  month,  a  lagoon  was  formed  in  the  centre 
of  the  town  where  the  ground  is  low.  This  as  it  dries  up  leaves 
a  most  unhealthy  mixture  of  slime,  decayed  vegetable  matter,  and 
refuse  of  all  kinds,  which  throws  off  a  large  quantity  of  miasmal 
vapour.  The  same  remark  applies  to  Akuse,  though  in  a  lesser 
degree.  The  large  lagoon  between  Akuse  and  Amedica,  on  the 
banks  of  which  most  of  the  merchants  have  their  factories,  does 
not  dry  up  so  rapidly,  and  consequently  does  not  affect  the 
atmosphere  much  more  than  usual. 


Crime. 

9.  During  this  month  there  were  no  serious  cases  of  crime,  the 
criminal  cases  being  mostly  composed  of  breaches  of  the  Spirit 
License  Amendment  Ordinance,  No.  4  of  1880,  and  the  Arms 
and  Ammunition  Ordinance,  No.  4  of  1878,  with  one  or  two 
cases  of  common  assaults. 

10.  On  the  whole  the  district  has  been  quiet,  and  taking  the 
depression  in  the  price  of  native  products  into  consideration  trade 
has  been  fairly  good. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)       C.  Riby  Williams, 

District  Commissioner,  Volta  District. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  ,      &c.  &c. 
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Gold  Coast.  DISTRICT  COMMISSIONER^  Volta  River  District,  to  the 

—  Colonial  Secretary. 

Report  on  the  Volia  River  District  for  the  Month  of  December 

1886. 

Sir,  Akuse,  River  Volta,  February  19,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  make  the  following  report  for  the 
month  of  December  1886  on  the  Volta  River  District  for  the 
inrormation  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor. 

Rivers. 

1.  The  river  Volta  has  now  dropped  to  its  usual  condition  at  the 
end  of  December,  and  the  shallows  about  Assuchari,  Doffoh,  Vlo, 
Battor,  &c.  are  beginning  to  interfere  with  the  navigation  of  the 
river,  and  only  the  lighter  draught  launches  can  now  come  right 
up  to  the  bank  at  Amedica.     The  Okwaye,  except  in  its  deepest 

Sarts,  which  are  practically  holes  in  the  bed  of  this  stream,  is 
ried   up,   and   the  water    generally  is  being  affected  by  the 
Harmattan. 

Roads, 

2.  The  roads  along  the  Aquapim  range  are  still  in  an  unsatisfac- 
tory condition,  but  I  have  seen  the  Chiefs  at  the  different  villages 
and  they  have  promised  to  have  them  cleaned.  In  Croboe  they 
are  in  their  usual  good  condition. 

Towns  and  Villages. 

3.  There  is  great  improvement  to  be  noticed  this  month  in  the 
condition  of  the  towns  and  villages,  especially  in  Kpong  and 
Akuse.  They  are  better  swept,  and  the  bush  has  in  most  places 
been  cleared  from  the  open  spaces. 

Lakes  and  Lagoons. 

4.  The  permanent  lagoons  have  now  dried  up  to  their  normal 
state.  Those  which  were  only  caused  by  the  high  state  of  the 
Volta  in  October  last  are  practically  dry.  A  large  quantity  of 
fish  from  the  Volta  were  left  in  the  ^use  lagoon  when  the  river 
went  down,  and  the  people  are  consequently  engaged  in  catching 
and  drying  them  for  sale  to  the  people  from  the  bush. 

Native  Courts. 

6.  No  cases  of  any  note  have  been  heard  in  the  native  courts, 
and  the  Kings  empowered  to  hold  courts  complain  that  the 
nadves  prefer  going  to  the  District  Commissioner's  court.  I 
informed  these  Chiefe,  &c  that  if  they  did  not  charge  such  high 
fees  people  would  come  to  their  courts. 
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Sanitation.  Gold  Coait. 

6.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  larger  towns  has  been  greatly 
improveti  this  months  owing  partly  to  natural  causes  (the  drying 
of  the  lagoons^  &c.^  for  instance^  and  partly  to  the  greater  clean- 
liness to  be  observed^  owing  to  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions 
of  the  Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordinance. 

There  has  been  very  little  sickness  this  month  either  among 
the  natives  or  the  few  Europeans. 


Crime  and  Matters  of  General  Interest. 

7.  During  the  month  information  was  given  of  a  case  of  human 
sacrifice  having  taken  place  some  six  or  eight  months  since^  and 
steps  were  immediately  taken  to  arrest  the  culprits.  A  large 
force  of  Houssas  was  sent  by  his  Excellency's  instructions  to 
Lartey^  the  scene  of  the  alleged  sacrifice.  One  of  the  Chiefs^ 
Ababio  of  Adukroom,  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Accra  to  answer 
a  charge  brought  against  him  by  myself  of  treating  me  in  a  dis- 
respectful way  when  in  his  village.  Some  police  sent  there  to 
serve  a  warrant  were  also  assaulted  by  some  of  the  natives  of  that 
village.  An  inquest  was  held  at  Kpong  on  the  19th  December 
on  a  man  named  Easamayeden,  who  shot  himself.  Dr.  Cole,  the 
newly  appointed  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon^  visited  the  district  for 
the  first  time  and  expressed  himself  pleased  at  the  general  sanitary 
condition  of  the  district.  While  taking  Dr.  Cole  back  to  Addah 
the  Goyemment  launch  lost  a  propeller  and  part  of  the  shaft. 
I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        C.  Riby  Williams, 

District  Commissioner,  Volta  District 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c,  &a  &c. 


DisTBiCT  CoHinssiONEB  of  Addah  to  the  Colonial 
Seoretaby. 

District  Report,  November  1886. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Addah, 
Sir,  December  1,  1886. 

As  usual  I  have  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief,  that  the  state  of  the  dbtrict  is 
peace  and  quietness. 
Trade  is  dull. 
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Gold  Coast.        The  river  Volta  is  now  very  low,  and  the  steam  launches  could 
not  go  as  &r  as  usual. 

The  sanitary  condition  is  much  improved. 
The  roads  and  streets  are  in  the  same  condition  as  I  reported 
last 

I  have^  &C. 
(Signed)        J.  S.  Fabkeb, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &C.  &c. 


DisTBiOT  C0MMI8810HEB  of  Addah  to  the  Colonial 
Seobetabt. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Addah, 
Sib,  January  5, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor-in-Chief,  that  the  total  amount  of  revenue 
collected  within  the  district  during  the  year  ended  31st  December 
1886  come  to  10,153^  9^.  Icf.,  and  disbursement  out  of  the  revenue 
during  the  year  1,8622.  4*. 

The  total  imports  and  total  exports  during  the  year  were  as 
follows : — 

£       s.    d. 
Imports   ...  -    46,380    2     7 

Exports  ...  -     66,012    6    0 

Trade. 

2.  The  trade  has  been  very  bad  during  the  past  months  on 
account  of  the  low  price  offered  for  produce. 

Beads. 
3  The  roads  of  the  district  are  in  the  same  condition. 

Sanitary  Condition. 
4.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  much  improved. 

State  of  the  District. 

6.  The  state  of  the  district  is  peace  and  quietness. 
I  have,  &c 
(Signed)        Jas.  Swanzt  Pabkeb, 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,        District  Commissioner. 
&c.  &c  &c. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HEB  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  269 


DiSTKicT  Commissioner^  Addah,  to  the  Colonial  gold  a)A8T. 

Secbetary.  — - 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Addah, 
SiB,  January  31,  1887. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  inFormatiou  of  his 
Excellency  the Govemor-in-Chief,  that  the  revenue  collected  during 
this  month  come  to  5571.  38.  6d.,  and  disbursement  119/.  I8s.  9d. 
The  total  imports  2,098/.  5;.  2(2.,  and  total  exporU  4,964/.  148.  lOd. 

Trade. 
The  trade  has  been  very  bad  during  the  month. 

Moods. 
The  roads  of  the  district  are  in  a  better  condition. 

Sanitary  Condition. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  very  much  improved. 

State  of  the  District. 
The  state  of  the  district  is  peace  and  quietness. 

Biver  VoUa. 

The  river  Volta  is  still  very  low. 

The  Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordinance  have  been  done 

Ct  deal  good  within  the  district ;  and  satisfaction  to  both  the 
Dpeans  and  the  natives. 
The  Harmattan  season  has  been  very  strong  during  this  month. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J,  S.  Pabkeb, 

District  Conunissioner. 
The  Hon.  The  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &C. 


DisTRioT  Commissioner,  Addah,  to  Colonial  Seosetaby. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Addah 
Sir,  March  2, 1887 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Gk)vemor-in-Chief,  that  the  revenue  collected  for 
the  past  month  come  to  534/.  6s.  4d.,  and  disbursement  130/.  13f. 
Tho  total  imports  3,051/,  3^.  4d.,  and  total  exports  4,5212.  3«.  9rf. 
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Gold  Coast.  TVo^fe. 

The  trade  has  been  very  duU,  no  progresdve. 

Beads, 
The  roads  of  the  district  are  in  better  condition. 

Sanitary  Condition, 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  is  very  much  improved. 

State  of  the  District 
The  state  of  the  district  is  peace  and  quietness. 

Biver  Votta^ 

The  river  Volta  is  still  very  low. 

The  Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordinance  has  been  done 
great  deal  good  within  the  district. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  S.  Parkeb, 


The  Hon.  The  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


District  Commissioner. 


The  DisTBiGT  CoMMissiOKEB,  Pram  Pram,  to  the  Colonial 

Seobetabt. 

Monthly  Beport,  Pram  Pram  District,  November  1886. 

Sib,  Pram  Pram,  December  4,  1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  peace  and  quietness  prevail  in  my 
district  during  the  past  month. 

The  roads  on  the  sea  coast  line  are  in  splendid  condition ;  clean 
and  repaired. 

Mr.  Jones,  the  Assistant  Colonial  Surveyor,  was  here  on  8th 
November,  and  I  consulted  him  as  to  the  best  mode  of  effecting 
the  repairs  of  the  gully-hole  in  the  centre  of  the  upper  town  of 
Pram  rram,  and  for  remedying  the  defects  of  the  main  road  of 
the  place.  As  I  believe  that  officer  has  embodied  it  in  his  report 
of  his  inspection  of  this  town  it  would  not  be  of  much  use  my 
dwelling  upon  that  subject 

Water  supply,  which  have  formed  part  of  my  communication 
in  October,  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  during  the  month 
we  have  been  blessed  with  four  good  showers  of  nun,  and  I 
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collected  and  saved  a  little  water  for  drinking  purposes.  Although  Gold  Coast. 
the  town  people  have  promised  the  cleaning  of  the  pond  or  — ■" 
reservoir  between  this  and  Poni  on  the  Accra  Boad^  and  have 
actually  taken  the  surface  mud  on  the  2nd  and  5th  November, 
but  when  they  were  urged  by  me  upon  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Jones 
to  dig  it  to  a  depth  of  5  feet;>  to  collect  sufficient  water  for  their 
use,  they  refused  compliance.  The  Chief  has  no  influence  what- 
ever over  his  people^  consequently  he  is  unable  to  assist  me  in 
this  matter ;  I  would  have  used  force  on  them  to  complete  the 
digging,  but  I  may  not  be  justified  in  so  doing,  especially  as  the 
water  are  solely  for  the  good  and  benefit  of  the  people  and  the 
town. 

Dr.  Cole,  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon,  on  the  17th  November 
visited  this  place  and  give  much  relief  to  the  sick,  whom  he  gave 
medicines  and  help  in  the  matter  of  sanitation. 

The  people  detest  inoculation,  and  yet  they  are  very  filthy  in 
their  dwellings ;  should  the  doctor  call  to  vaccinate  I  must  ask 
his  Excellency's  permission  to  enforce  them. 

Trade  is  dull,  thiB  cause  a  great  decrease  in  the  revenue ;  but 
the  general  belief  is  that  the  oil  season  is  getting  over;  the  traders 
do  more  in  palm  kernels  now  than  it  was  in  previous  months. 

The  exports  are  comparatively  small ;  this  is  caused  by  the  firm 
of  Messrs.  F.  and  A.  Swanzy  reserving  all  their  produce  for  their 
chartered  steamer. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        D.  B.  Yobke, 

District  Commissioner. 

The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
frc.  &c.  &c. 


The  District  Commissioneb  of  Pram  Pram  to  the  Acting 
Colonial  Secretary. 

Monthly  Report^  Pram  Pram  District,  December  1886. 

Sir,  Pram  Pram,  January  3,  1 887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  my  district  has  been  quiet  during 
the  past  month. 

Christmas  Day  was  unusually  quiet  here  ;  on  the  night  of  24th 
December  (Christmas  Eve)  the  school  boys  paraded  the  town 
rejoicing,  and  singing  around,  and  at  midnight  a  band  of  the 
Christian  community  of  this  place  sang  praises  around  and  visited 
each  other ;  and  at  Christmas  they  were  so  exhausted  that  nothing 
core  was  heard  after  12  o'clock  noon,  there  being  but  few  civilized 
people  in  the  whole  town.  No  quarrel  or  fight  reported  ;  nor  any 
serious  offence  having  been  brought  to  my  notice. 

Trade  remain  dull  during  the  month,  the  merchants  have  to 
raise  the  buying  price  of  produce. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


272  PAPEBS   BELATING  TO 

Gold  Coigr  ^he  revenue  for  the  month  being  253/.  Os.  6d,  the  expen- 
diture for  Blime  period  60L  Is, ;  for  the  same  time  in  the  year  1885 
the  revenue  was,  all  told,  224/.  17^.  id.,  showing  an  increase  of 
28/.  3«.  5d.y  and  the  expenditure  71/.  1 5s.,  decrease  in  expenditure 
beinfi;  11/.  I4ts. 

The  export  was  large^  and  show  an  heavy  increase^  as  the 
S.S.  *'  Spider  ^  was  here  and  take  all  produce  reserved  for  her  by 
the  firm  of  F.  and  A.  Swanzy. 

The  town  of  Pram  Pram  is  clean  just  now. 

I  have,  &C; 
(Signed)        D.  B.  Yobxe, 

District  Comsiissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c  &c.  &C. 


DisTBicT  Commissioner  of  Pram  Pram  to  the  Actikg 
Colonial  Srgretart. 

Monthly  Report,  Pram  Pram  District,  January  1887. 

Sib,  Pram  Pram,  February  4,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  peace  and  tranquillity  prevailed  in 
this  district  during  the  past  month. 


Trade. 

2.  Trade  is  bad.  The  spirit  dealers  throw  the  blame  upon 
the  firm  of  F.  and  A  Swanzy  for  selling  their  rum  cheaper  than 
they  could  afford  to  do  without  serious  loss,  consequently  trade 
spoiled.  My  opinion  is  that  the  people  do  not  strive  to  encourage 
trade  into  the  town ;  no  efforts  are  put  forth  by  any  of  the  native 
traders  to  stimulate  the  import  or  export ;  this  being  left  solely  to 
the  hands  of  the  three  factories  of  Swanzy,  B.  M.  Factory,  and 
Ocansey. 

Palm  oil  And  palm  kernels  are  coming  to  the  country,  but  not 
abundantly  as  heretofore ;  it  is  believed  here  that  the  trade  will 
revive  as  soon  as  the  fishermen  began  to  catch  fish  in  good 
quantity.  This  always  invites  oilers  and  other  produce  vendors 
to  this  town,  when  the  consumption  of  spirits  also  increases. 


Politicah 

3.  On  the  22nd  January  I  received  a  verbal  message  from 
King  Awah,  of  Shai,  reporting  a  suicide  committed  by  an  Akim 
man  in  the  town  of  Shai,  some  three  or  four  days  before  his 
cane  bearer  got  here.  I  despatched  the  messengers  back  to  say 
that  the  body  should  be  buried.     The  town  of  Shai  though  much 
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nearer  lo  Pram  Pram  yet  is  in  the  Volta  River  District,  and  as  6oid  Coast. 
such  I  despatched  two  constables  to  the  place  to  collect  infor-  """* 
mations  touching  the  committal  of  the  alleged  suicide.  These 
constables  met  Mr.  C.  R.  Williams,  Commissioner  of  Volta  River 
District,  holding  inquest  on  the  view  of  the  body  there;  the 
constables  returned  on  the  25th  January  with  a  letter  from 
District  Commissioner  Williams,  dated  same  day,  pointing  out 
that  Shai  is  in  his  district  I  venture  to  suppose  that  ere  this 
all  particulars  leading  to  the  death  of  the  Akim  man  at  Shai 
must  have  been  in  your  possession. 

Customs  Shed 

4.  The  repairs  of  this  shed,  approved  by  his  Excellency,  has 
thoroughly  been  effected.  I  employed  two  masons  and  two 
labourers  for  the  purpose,  who  worked  four  days  (t.^.,  from 
24th  to  27th  January  inclusive),  and  the  expenditure  did  not* 
exceed  the  amount  approved ;  the  shed  at  present  ^ves  better 
appearance  than  ever  it  was ;  clean  and  neat ;  the  only  defects 
existing  is  the  thatched  roof,  which  I  may  deal  with  at  some 
future  report    It  would  have  been  completed  if  roofed  with  iron. 

5.  Dr.  Cole,  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon,  Addah,  visited  this 
district,  and  arrived  here  on  the  night  of  2Sth  January,  and  has 
given  medicines  to  the  poor  sick  people  who  waited  upon  him, 
and  attended  the  sick  constables  and  officials. 

The  doctor  left  for  Addah  on  the  morning  of  the  29th  January. 

Water. 

6.  The  supply  of  this  beverage  is  getting  scarce  and  strikingly 
alarming  in  this  town  and  its  vicinity.  At  Poni  the  town  is 
deserted  by  nearly  one  half  of  its  population  to  their  villages  in 
the  interior,  where  water  can  be  had  for  all  purposes  just  now.  I 
trust  that  some  steps  will  soon  be  taken  by  the  Government  to 
rescue  this  district  from  being  deserted  for  want  of  water. 

7.  The  revenue  for  the  month  of  January,  all  told,  is  1 97i  0*.  Si, 
of  this  amount  the  customs  yield  146/.  ISs.  4ef. 

£  s.    d.       £    s.    d. 

Specific  duty  on  spirits       -     106  7     6 

„  „  tobacco     -      40  5     0 

„  „        ad  valorem --        0  0  10 


146  13  4 

Duty  on  spirit  licenses        -  47  0  0 

Fines  and  fees  of  court        -  0  15  6 

Postage  stamps  sold             -  2  4  2 

Miscellaneous  receipts         -  0  7  3 

Total  receipt,  January  1887 
o   50ias. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


274  PAPERS  B£LAT1NG  TO 

GowCoAar.  £    $.  d. 

""^  The  expenditure  for  same  period  being     65  13  0 

Remittance  to  the  Treasury,  Accra    -   123     0  0 

Balance  in  my  custody  at  end  of  month    18     7  3 

£197     0  3 

I  may  add  that  the  rent  for  the  District  Commissioner's  quarter 
is  not  drawn  for  the  month  of  January. 

8.  For  the  same  time  in  the  year  1886  the  revenue  was,  all 
told,  382/.  11#.  Id.,  which  was  made  up  as  follows : — 

£    i.  d. 

Customs  duty,  specific      -        -        .     289  11  6 

•,  ,,   ad  valorem    -        -        -       10    6  7 


£299  17     1 


£  8.  d. 
Decrease  in  customs  revenue  •  -  163  3  9 
Decrease  on  duty  on  spirit  licenses      -    42     0    0 

This  is  accounted  for  in  the  second  paragraph  of  this  report 
under  the  head  of  Trade. 

imports, 

9.  Nothing  imported  during  the  past  month  1887,  except  a 
paltry  ad  vcuorem  value  11,  whereas  in  1886  the  importation  were 
specific  2642.  19f.  \d.  and  ad  valorem  266/.  \5s.  9d.  It  is  hoped 
tnat  this  will  be  made  up  in  the  month  of  February. 

Export 

10.  The  export  was  pretty  fair  on  the  whole ;  during  the  month 
13,382  gallons  palm  oil,  and  22^  tons  palm  kernels,  were 
exported,  whilst  in  1886  the  only  export  was  15,606  gallons  palm 
oil,  the  difi^erence  being  2,224  gallons  in  palm  oil,  but  the 
value  of  the  export  in  1886  apparently  is  put  down  in  large 
figure,  which  make  the  decreases  as  shown  in  my  Financial 
Report. 

11.  The  town  is  in  the  whole  clean  and  the  sanitary  condition 
pretty  fair. 

12.  The  main  road  leading  to  the  wharf  from  Upper  Town 
and  the  guUy-hole  in  the  town  need  repairs;  and  this  work 
require  to  be  looked  after  by  scientific  men  of  the  Public  Works 
Department,  when  one  can  be  spared  for  the  purpose. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        D.  B.  YoRXB, 
District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
-^  &c.  &C. 
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DiSTBiCT  CoMHissiONEB,  Pram  Pram,  to  the  AoTlKO           gou>  Coast» 
Colonial  Segbetabt.  

Monthly  Report^  Pram  Pram  District,  February  1887. 

Sib,  Pram  Pram,  March  4,  1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Grovernory  that  peace  and  quietness  prevailed  in 
this  district  during  the  past  month. 


Trade. 

2.  Trade  continues  dull.  Palm  oil  and  palm  kernels  are 
stagnantly  coming  to  the  country. 

3.  The  reyenue  for  the  month  of  February  show  comoaratively 
slight  improvement,  whilst  in  January  the  receipt  from  all  sources 
was  197/.  Os.  3d.;'xhAt  for  the  month  of  February  amount  to 
231/.  3s.  lOd.  (an  iacrease  of  34/.  3s.  7d.).  The  Customs  yielded 
196/.  6f.  4d. 

The  District  Record  show  :«— 

£     i.   d. 
Balance,  end  of  January  1887  -      18     7    3 


Specific  duty  on  spirits, 

&c.  - 
Ad  valorem  duty 

Duty  on  spirit  licenses  - 
Fines  and  fees  of  court 
Postage  stamps  sold 
Miscellaneous  receipt    - 


s. 


195  10 

0 

0  16 

4 

30  10 

0 

1     3 

6 

1  16 

0 

1     9 

0 

196     6    4 


34  17     6 
249  11     1 


£     s.   d. 


4.  The  expenditure  for  same  period  being       51  12  2 

Bemittance  to  the  Treasury,  Accra  -     196     1  0 
Balance  in   my  custody  at    end    of 

month       -            -             -             -         1  17  11 

249  11  1 


6.  Bent  for  District  Commissioner's  quarter  is  not  drawn  for 
January  and  February. 

8  2 
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Gold  Coast.       6.  For  the  same  time  in  the  year  1886  the  revenue,  all  told, 
was  227/.  7*.  6A,  which  waa  made  up  as  follows : — 

£     s,    d.      £      s»    d» 
Customs,  specific  duty  -    205  17     6 


Ad  valorem  duty            -  0  3  10 

Duty  on  spirit  licenses  -  18  0    0 

Fines  and  fees  of  court-  2  7     0 

Postage  stamps  sold      -  0  3     1 

Miscdlaneoos  receipt    -  0  16    0 


Imports 


206     1     4 


21     6     1 
227    7    5 


7.  The  total  importation  in  Febmary  1887, 417/.  14*.  Id.  For 
same  period  in  1886  it  was  only  4L  I5s.  6d.  The  consumption 
▼alue  150/.  6s.     For  same  period  in  1886,  183/.  13*.  3d. 

Exports, 

8.  The  exports  during  the  month,  consisting  of  9,948  gallons 
palm  oil,  and  20  tons  pfdm  kernels,  valued  at  617il  8*.  For  the 
same  period  last  year  palm  oil  10,998  gallons,  valued  at  815/.  8*.  44,, 
thus  the  decrease  as  fehown  in  my  financial  report 

9.  The  town  is,  on  the  whole,  clean,  and  its  sanitary  condition 
good. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        D.  B.  Yorke, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


District  Commissioner,  Winnebah,  to  Colonial  Secretary. 

Report  on  the  District  of  Winnebah  for  the  Month  of  November 

1886. 

Sir,  Winnebah,  November  30, 1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  send,  as  under,  my  report  for  the 
above  district  for  the  month  of  November. 

Roads. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  on  this  subject  to  that  which  I  reported 
for  the  month  of  October  last ;  the  roads,  so  far  as  I  am  aware, 
remain  in  about  the  sam^  condition. 


Google 
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Rivers,  Gold  Coast. 

I  can  only  repeat  that  which  I  reported  in  my  report  for  the 
month  of  October  last  on  ihis  subject.  I  know  of  no  new  rivers, 
and  I  am  unaware  of  any  change  in  the  two  reported  on  in  October 
last 

Toums. 

Not  having  travelled  to  any  new  part  of  my  district  I  am 
unable  to  give  any  further  report  under  this  heading  beyond  that 
given  in  my  report  for  October  last. 

Villages. 

On  this  subject  I  am  unable  to  give  any  further  information  to 
that  which  I  gave  in  my  report  for  October  1886. 

Lakes. 

As  stated  in  my  report  for  October  last,  I  am  not  acquainted 
with  any. 

Lagoons. 

This  subject  was  fully  dealt  with  in  my  report  for  October  last, 
and  to  that  information  I  have  nothing  to  add. 

Native  Courts. 

I  am  unable  to  ^ve  any  further  information  on  this  subject  to 
that  which  I  gave  m  my  report  for  last  month,  October. 

Sanitation. 

With  regard  to  the  town  of  Winnebah,  I  have  nothing  further 
to  add ;  but  as  regards  Appam  and  Mumford,  there  is  considerable 
room  for  improvement,  and  this,  I  trust,  will  be  eflPected  when  the 
Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordinance  is  made  applicable  to 
these  two  places,  for  at  present  my  hands  are  tied,  the  inhabitants 
knowing  tnat  the  above  mentioned  Ordinance  does  not  apply  to 
these  two  places,  hence  their  little  regard  for  my  orders. 

Crime. 

It  would  appear  to  be  on  the  decrease  as  compared  with 
November  1885,  as  in  that  month  29  cases  were  brought  before 
the  District  Commissioner  for  that  year,  mostly  for  larceny,  few, 
very  few,  cases  under  the  Towns  Police  and  Public  Health  Ordi^ 
nance,  while  in  this  month  just  ended,  46  cases  have  been  brought 
before  me»  seven  only  being  for  larceny,  &c.,  the  remainder,  chaises 
under  the  Towns  Police  aud  Public  Health  Ordinance^  Spirit 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


278  PAPEBS  RELATING  TO 

aoLD  CoAiT.  license  Ordinance^  and  Arms  and  Ammunition  License  Ordinance. 
— ■"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  strict  application  of  the  tliree  Ordinances 
last  named,  and  when  a  charge  is  brmight,  fully  explaining  to  the 
defendant  the  contents  of  the  paragraph  under  which  he  is  charged, 
has  had  a  wholesome  effect,  as  I  found  when  I  first  took  my  seat 
in  this  court  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  appeared  to  be 
ignorant  of  the  offence  they  committed,  their  usual  answer  being, 
when  charged ''Oh !  we  have  not  been  ordered  to  do  this  before 
(ordering  them  to  keep  their  premises  clean,  &c.)." 

Customs. 

I  allow  no  ''customs''  to  be  indulged  in  without  a  written 
authority  signed  by  me,  limiting  them  to  certain  hours,  and  only 
under  certain  conditions  (that  is,  thobc  customs  in  which  a  drum 
is  used,  few,  none  I  may  say,  being  held  without),  and  I  have  found 
that  not  only  do  those  keeping  the  **  custom  "  feel  securer  from 
being  interfered  with,  but  I  consider  that  many  a  disturbance  is 
preyeiited  from  occurring  by  exercising  the  above  mode  of  leave 
for  holding ''  custom."  I  may  here  state  that,  so  far  as  I  can 
ascertain, ''  Fetish  customs  "  would  appear  to  be  on  the  decrease, 
as  I  have,  since  my  appointment  as  District  Commissioner  to  this 
district,  only  received  one  application  for  such  custom.  *^  Fetish 
custom''  is  usually  accompanied  with  drum  beating,  and  before 
granting  a  pass  for  '^  custom  "  I  always  acquaint  myself  with  the 
quarter  of  the  town  in  which  it  is  to  be  held,  the  nature  of  the 
'<  custom,"  and  if  limited  to  the  family  of  the  applicant,  &c.  All 
this,  I  consider,  keeps  a  check  on  those  who  are  mischief  makers, 
and  they  think  twice  before  indulging  in  anything  that  may  bring 
them  to  court 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    Abthub  A.  H.  Inglbfield, 

District  Commissioner. 
llie  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&a  &C.  Ac 


DiSTBiCT  CoHMissiONEB  of  Salt  Pond  to  the  Colonial 
Seobetabt. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Salt  Pond,, 
SlB»  December  24,  1886. 

In   submitting  the  usual   report  on  my  district  for  the 
month  of  November  last,  I  have  but  few  observations  to  offer. 

2.  The  imports  yielded  an  increased  revenue  of  850/.  135.  \d, 

3.  llie  exports  show  an   increase  of  472/.  2s.  9d,  over  the 
preceding  month. 

4.  The  fluctuations  are  so  trifling  as  to  call  for  no  observations. 

5.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  continues  good. 
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6.  A  riot  occurred  at  Abowinim  on  the  16ih  of  November  Oold  Coast. 
duiing  the  celebration  of  a  funeral  custom^  vide  my  letter  dated  th^        — — 
2nd  instant,  reporting  the  same. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 


The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


District  Commissioner, 


The  DiSTBiOT  Commissioner  of  Salt  Pond  to  the  CoLONtAL 
Secbetabt. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Salt  Pond, 
Sib,       ^  December  2,  188B. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  respectfully  to  report  that  a  riot  occurred 
at  Abowinim  on  the  16tli  ultimo  during  the  celebration  of  a 
funeral  custom. 

2.  Abowinim  is  a  small  village  about  23  miles  from  Salt  Pond, 
and  is  situated  on  the  main  road  to  Edjumakon. 

3.  1  may  mention,  Sir,  that  on  my  arrival  at  Abbarsah  on  the 
17th  ultimo,  I  heard  casually  that  there  had  been  a  disturbance  in 
the  neighbourhood  the  day  before.  I  questioned  the  Chief  Quah 
Yamfull,  and  he  told  me  there  had  been  no  disturbance,  but  that  a 
few  small  boys  had  been  throwing:  stones  at  each  other,  and  that  he 
had  inquired  into  the  same  and  had  settled  it.  I  was  consequently 
much  surprised  a  few  days  later  at  Salt  Pond  in  learning  that 
there  had  actually  been  a  riot  of  a  serious  nature  between  the 
Abbarsahs  and  the  Inkogoes,  and  that  several  people  had  been 
wounded  with  cutlasses  on  both  sides,  and  one  man  was  brought 
to  Salt  Pond  in  a  critical  condition  from  the  effects  of  the  wounds 
he  had  received  in  the  head. 

4.  I  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  return  up  country  and  inquire  into 
the  matter,  as  I  coula  not  gather  the  necessary  information  here. 
In  the  meantime,  however,  seven  njen  had  been  placed  umler 
arrest  charged  with  cutting  and  wounding  with  intent  to  inflict 
grievous  bodily  harm.  Some  of  these  men  were  arrested  on  sworn 
informations,  and  others  were  handed  over  to  the  police^  by  the 
people  complaining. 

6.  I  left  Salt  rond  on  the  evening  of  the  26th  ultimo  and 
arrived  at  Abbarsah  in  the  afternoon  of  the  following  day,  and  I 
at  once  sent  for  the  Chiefs  and  headmen  of  the  villages  concerned. 
Owing  to  the  illness  of  Cuffee  Awah,  Chief  of  Inkogoe,  the 
inquiry  did  not  lake  place  till  the  30ih  ultimo,  Sunday  interven- 
ing. Abbarsah  was  the  most  convenient  place  for  holding  the 
inquiry. 

6.  I  took  the  evidence  in  writing,  in  the  presence  of  the  prisoners 
whom  I  brought  from  Salt  Pond,  of  those  persons  in  a  position 
to  give  information.    And  T  bound  over  the  Chiefs  and  headmen 
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GoioCoAflT.  of  Abbarsah  and  Inkogoe  in  the  sum  of  100/.  each  to  keep  tlie 
"—  peace  for  the  space  of  six  months.  From  this  inquiry  I  arrived 
at  the  conclusion  that  there  had  been  a  riot  at  Abowinim  on  the 
16th  ultimo  between  certain  people  from  Abbarsah  and  Inkogoe, 
and  that  some  of  the  people  belonging  to  Abowinim  had  partici- 
pated in  the  same,  their  protestations  of  innocence  to  the  contmrj 
notwithstanding.  -*  I  bound  over  those  persons  who  gave  material 
evidence  to  appear  and  prosecute  and  give  evidence  at  Salt  Pond 
when  the  case  comes  on  for  regular  magisterial  investigation.  I 
shall  in  due  course  report  the  result  thereof.  I  do  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  trouble  you  with  a  copy  of  the  notes  of  inquiry  taken 
by  me  at  Abbarsah. 

7.  I  returned  to  Salt  Pond  on  the  Ist  instant. 

I  have,  &e. 
(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 

District  Commisdoner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &o.  &c» 


District  Commissioner,  Salt  Pond,  to  the  Colonial 
Seobetart. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Salt  Pond, 
Sir,  February  19,  1887. 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  a  report  on  my  district  for 
the  month  of  December  last,  and  to  apologize  for  not  having  done 
80  at  an  earlier  date. 

2.  The  revenue  collected  during  December  amounted  to 
1,501/.  Ss.  9d.    The  expenditure  under  all  headings  was  214/.  0^.  I  Id. 

3.  The  value  of  the  imports  was  4,77821  13^.  Sd.,  while  the 
exports  amounted  to  3,002/.  ISs.  Sd, 

4.  Only  five  criminal  cases  came  before  me  for  adjudication 
during  the  period  under  review,  including  one  of  a  quasi  criminal 
character,  in  which  a  man  was  charged  with  selling  rum  by  whole- 
sale with  a  retail  license ;  of  these  there  were  four  convictions, 
In  the  remaining  case  the  prisoner 'was  discharged. 

6.  There  were  no  disturbances  in  the  district. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


DiSTBiCT  CoMMissiONEB,  Salt  Pond,  lo  the  Colonial 
Seoretaby. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Salt  Pond, 
Sib,  February  21,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  that  there  were  no  disturbances 
in  this  district  during  the  past  month. 
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2.  The  revenue  amounted  to  1,966/.  12*.,  and  the  expenditure  GoldCJoast. 
was  159/.  bs.  Sd. 

3.  The  imports  amounted   in  value  to  3,508/.   16*.  Sd.,  and 
produce  to  the  value  of  6,252/.  6*.  Sd.  was  exported. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


DiSTBicT  CoMMissiONEB,  Salt  Pond,  to  Colonial  Secbetabt. 

District  Commissioner's  Office,  Salt  Pond, 
Sib,  November  19, 1886, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  respectfully  to  report  that,  agreeably 
with  the  instructions  conveyed  to  me  in  your  letter  dated  the 
27th  ultimo,  I  left  Salt  Pond  on  the  13th  instant  and  proceeded 
to  Mankessim. 

2.  The  road  from  Salt  Pond  to  Mankessim  runs  in  a  north- 
easterly direction,  is  fairly  direct,  and  nearlv  quite  level.  I  found 
this  road  in  excellent  condition.  The  bush  bordering  the  road  is 
scanty  and  of  slight  growth. 

3.  The  only  obstacle  on  this  road  is  a  swamp  immediately  in 
front  of  Mankessim.  It  is  about  100  yards  in  extent.  This  is 
merely  a  depression  in  the  road ;  at  present  there  is  3  feet  of 
water  at  this  point,  caused  by  the  rains  a  few  days  before.  During 
the  rainy  seasons  the  depth  of  the  water  is  said  to  reach  5 
feet ;  travellers  are  then  ferried  across  in  a  canoe,  whereas  in  the 
dry  seasons  the  water  disappears  altogether.  The  road  should  be 
raised,  or  a  pile  bridge  might  be  thrown  across. 

4.  Quacoe  Immill,  the  King  of  the  Fantee  tribe,  lives  at 
Mankessim. 

6.  From  Mankessim  to  Ay  an  Maim  the  road  is  directly  north, 
and  good.  About  one  and  a  half  miles  from  Mankessim  the  river 
Amissah  (known  there  as  the  Oni)  is  reached.  There  is  a  fall 
here  of  about  12  feet  The  river  itself  is  not  more  than  30  yards 
wide,  but  it  is  surrounded  by  a  formidable  swamp  about  one  mile 
in  extent.  This  swamp  is  caused  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river. 
I  had  the  greatest  difficulty  in  crossing.  After  travelling  100 
vards  in  a  large  canoe  the  river  was  crossed  ;  but  the  water  soon 
became  so  shallow  that  I  had  to  leave  the  canoe  and  take  to  my 
hammock  for  a  considerable  distance  till  deep  water  was  reachea, 
then  I  embarked  in  a  smaller  canoe,  with  my  hammock,  four 
hammockmen  and  all,  which  finally  conveyed  me  to  terra  firma. 
I  was  exactly  one  hour  and  ten  minutes  in  crossing.  I  had  then 
to  wait  for  my  interpreter,  the  remaining  hammockmen,  escort, 
and  carriers,  some  of  whom  swam  the  river  *^  where  ford  there 
was  none."    When   the  entire  party  arrived  at  Ayan  Maim, 
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Gou>  Coast,  j  found  that  four  hours  had  elapsed  since  leaving  Mankessim^ 
distant  only  three  miles.  That  portion  of  the  swamp  through  which 
I  had  per  force  to  travel  in  the  hammock  is  difficult  and  even 
dangerous  on  account  of  the  treacherous  nature  of  the  bottom, 
which  is  full  of  holes  and  so  slippery  that  the  men  were  con- 
tinually stumbling  and  threatening  every  moment  to  fall^  and 
bring  the  heavy  pole  of  the  hammock  down  on  my  head.  I  have 
the  honour  to  remark.  Sir,  that  this  is  the  dry  season ;  only  a  few 
passing  showers  of  rain  have  recently  fallen. 

6.  I  am  of  opinion  that  another  road  should  be  made  between 
Mankessim  and  Ayan  Maim  without  delay,  and  I  have  therefore 
the  honour  to  renew  the  recommendations  made  in  my  letter 
dated  the  2nd  of  July  last,  because  in  the  rainy  seasons  this  swamp 
is  impassable  by  Europeans  ;  and  tiie  natives,  who  are  complaining 
loudly  about  it  even  in  its  pi*esent  condition,  having  to  pay  double 
fare  and  incur  the  risks  of  breaking  their  legs  in  the  numerous 
holes,  and  of  losing  their  head-loads  of  palm  oil,  &c.  by  falling  or/ 
perhaps,  sticking  suddenly  in  the  ooze. 

7.  From  the  village  of  Ayan  Maim  the  road  turns  abruptly  to 
the  west  The  village  of  Ayan  Maim  is  only  half  a  mile  distant 
from  the  swamp.  Quasie  Aicondoor  is  the  Chief  of  Ayan  Maim* 
The  road  between  Ayan  Maim  and  Baidoo  Crome  is  bordered 
with  numerous  palms  and  large  forest  trees.  From  Baidoo 
Crome  to  Edjumnkon  the  palms  disappear  and  an  impenetrable 
jungle  obtains.  The  town  of  Denkera  is  situated  between  Baidoo 
Crome  and  Edjumakon.  Quasie  ArkorfuU  is  the  acting  Chief. 
The  road  makes  an  abrupt  turn  nearly  due  east  from  Denkera 
to  Edjumakon. 

8.  From  Edjumakon  the  road  turns  to  the  north-west,  and 
there  is  a  gradual  fall  of  about  1,000  feet  Immediately  before 
reaching  Bessardie  there  is  a  rise  of  about  200  feet.  The  sanitary 
arrangements  of  Bessardie  are  excellent.  The  town  is  situated  on 
sloping  ground,  the  streets  are  wide,  and  very  clean^  and  trenched 
throughout.  The  valley  to  the  north  and  east  is  tliickly  planted 
with  palms. 

9.  The  road  between  Edjumakon  and  Bessardie  is  also  fringed 
with  beautiful  palms,  plantations  of  corn,  plantains,  sweet  potato, 
and  other  root  crops  occur  at  short  intervals  throughout  the 
entire  road  from  Salt  Pond.  Good  accommodation  is  available 
for  European  travellers  at  the  towns  of  Mankessim^  Edjumakon, 
and  Bessardie. 

10.  I  have  the  honour  respectfully  to  recommend  that  a  good 
road  be  made  and  kept  up  between  Salt  Pond  and  Bessardie 
along  the  present  path,  which  is  well  adapted  for  it.  A  grant  of 
21.  per  n)ile  per  annum^  payable  quarterly  to  the  respec- 
tive Kings  and  Chiefs,  should  be  made  therefor,  and  they  should 
be  assihted  with  felling  axes  and  otiier  tools,  as  large  forest  trees 
frequently  fall  across  the  road,  and  cannot  be  removed  without 
proper  tools.  When  a  tree  falls  across  the  road,  as  the  natives 
have  not  the  means  of  removing  it,  they  simply  cut  the  bush  away 
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and  carry  the  road  round  the  tree.  In  course  of  time  the  tree  Gold  Coast. 
decays  and  disappears;  in  the  meanwhile,  however,  tliick  bush  has  """^ 
grown  where  the  tree  fell,  and  the  old  road  is  never  resumed. 
This  is  the  cause  of  the  roads  beinj?  so  tortuous.  The  palm  oil 
district  to  the  west  terminates  at  Bessardie.  There  are  numerous 
villages  in  the  surrounding  forests,  at  all  of  which  palm  oil  is 
manufactured,  and  palm  kernels  are  collected  and  carried  on  the 
heads  of  natives  to  Mankessim,  where  the  palm  oil  is  put  up  in 
puncheons  and  rolled  down  to  bait  Fond  ready  for  exportation. 
The  palm  kernels  are  carried  in  small  quantities  at  a  time  direct 
to  Salt  Pond  and  bagged  there  for  exportation.  There  is  also  a 
considerable  trade  in  palm  wine,  yams,  plantains,  corn,  &c. 
between  these  inland  towns  and  villages  and  the  thriving  coast 
town  of  Salt  Pond. 

11.  Immediately  to  the  north  of  Edjumakon  is  said  to  be  situated 
the  towns  of  Esscecoomah  and  Akim  Swaidroo,  where  rubber  and 
gum  coprah  is  said  to  abound.  There  is  no  need  of  extending 
the  new  road  to  those  places. 

12.  I  next  proceeded  from  Edjumakon  to  survey  the  road 
passing  through  the  oil  region  to  the  east.  I  found  the  road 
nearly  due  east  to  the  town  of  Assassan.  Quamin  AfFull  is  the 
Chief  of  Assassan.  After  leaving  Assassan  the  road  proceeds 
mainly  to  the  north,  but  is  very  tortuous  and  hilly,  the  bottoms 
were  in  nearly  every  instance  muddy,  if  not  full  of  water.  This 
is  owing  to  the  fact  Uiat  the  surrounding  bush  is  so  thick  and  high 
that  very  little  of  the  sun  reaches  the  ground.  This  could  be 
easily  remedied  by  clearing  the  bush  and  widening  the  road. 

13.  Assaman  is  the  next  town  :  Cudjoe  Abban,  King  of  the 
Edjumakon  district,  lives  at  Aasaman. 

14.  From  Assaman  to  Ayansah  the  road  takes  a  southerly 
course,  and  is  hilly,  but  fairly  direct.  The  river  Amissah  crosses 
the  road  a  little  to  the  south  of  the  village  of  Appam.  The 
ground  contiguous  to  the  river  is  not  high,  but  the  river  has  cut 
a  deep  channel  for  iiseJf.  The  water  glides  along  very  peacefully, 
and  is  not  more  .than  50  yards  wide.  There  is  no  swamp  or 
over-flow  from  the  river  at  this  point,  and  the  crossing  is  all  that 
can  be  desired.  From  the  river  to  Mankessim  the  road  turns  to 
the  west. 

]  5.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  traffic  over  this  road,  and  I  have 
the  honour  respectfully  to  recommend  that  it  be  widened  and  kept 
in  continuous  repair.  The  Chiefs  should  be  supplied  with  tools 
by  the  Government,  and.  a  grant  oi  2/.  per  mile  per  annum 
should  be  made  for  the  up-keep  thereof. 

16.  The  pro'lncts  of  the  country  through  which  this  road  passes 
consist  of  palm  od,  palm  kernels,  palm  wine,  yams,  plantains,  and 
minor  articles  for  all  of  which  ready  sale  is  obtained  at  Suit  I'ond. 
I  had  interviews  with  the  Chiefs  t)t  most  of  the  towns  and  villages. 

17.  Good  accommodation  is  available  for  European  travellers 
at  Assaman  and  at  Ayansah,  and  throughout  the  entire  journey  I 
observed  a  growing  inclination  among  the  natives  toward  habits 
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Gold  Coast,  of  cleanliness  and  comfort  in  the  arrangements  of  their  houses; 

and,  to  judge  from  appearances,  I  believe  that  the  Kings  and 

Chiefs  up  country  are  extremely  well  affected  towards  the  Govern- 
ment. I  may  mention,  Sir,  in  conclusion,  that  formerly  the  trade 
of  the  district  was  almost  entirely  in  the  hands  of  three  or  four 
English  firms  of  merchants,  whose  principal  agents  lived  at  Salt 
Pond,  whereas  it  is  now  largely  shared  by  natives  from  the  interior 
of  this  district,  many  of  whom  have  settled  at  Salt  Pond.  There 
is  consequently  more  money  in  circulation  in  the  district,  and  the 
natives,  other  than  the  bushmen  and  labourers,  are  no  longer 
satisfied  with  the  bare  necessaries  of  life. 

18.  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  a  return  showing  the 
distances  travelled  bv  me  and  the  names  of  the  Elings  and  Chiefs  . 
in  charge  of  the  roads. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 

District  Commisidoner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &C.  &c. 


A  Return  shounng  the  several  Kings  and  Chiefs  who  have  Charge 
of  the  various  Portions  of  the  Roads  within  the  District  of  Salt 
Pond,  with  their  offshoots,  and  the  Number  of  Miles  in  charge 
of  each. 

Principal  Trade  Routes. 


Names  of  Towns  and  VUlages 

between  which  the  soTera] 

Chiefs  hare  the  charge  of  the 

Road. 


Names  of  Kings  and  Chieft. 


No.  of 
Miles. 


Total 
No.  of 
MOes. 


From  Salt  Pond  to  Abonkoo   - 

From  Abonkoo  to  Riyer  Amisaah 

From  Riyer  Amissah  to  Baidoo 
Crome. 

From  Baidoo  Crome  to  Arka- 
kooambonquantah. 

From    Arkakooambonquantah 
to  Edjomakon. 

From  Edjomakon  to  Bessardie- 


Chief  Qnow  Argim  - 
King  Qoacoe  Immill- 
Chief  Qoafie  Arcoondor 

Chief  Qoasie  Arkofiil  (Acting) 

King  Cadjoe  Abban  - 

Chief  Cudjoe  Bahu   - 


4 
9 
4 

10 

2 

3 
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Names  of  Towns  and  Villages 

between  which  the  sever^ 

Chiefii  hare  the  chaige  of  the 

Road. 

Names  of  Kings  and  Chiefs. 

No.  of 
MUes. 

Total 
No.  of 

Miles. 

From  Bdjomakon  to  Aseaman  - 
From  Assaman  to  Mandoo 
From  Mandoo  to  Appam 

King  Cudjoe  Abban  - 

Do. 
Chief  Quow  Yanf  nil  - 
King  Qoacoe  Immill  - 

Do. 

6 
5 

13 
3 

11 

88 

70 

Gold  Coast. 


(Signed)        S.  M.  Bennett, 
Salt  Pond,  19th  November  1886.         District  Commissioner, 


The  District  Commibsioner,  Cape  Coast,  to  the  Acting 
Colonial  Secretary. 

Commissioner's  Office,  Cape  Coast, 
Sir,  December  7, 1886. 

I  hate  the  honour  to  forward  this  my  monthly  report  on 
the  district  of  Cape  Coast  for  the  information  of  his  Excellency 
the  Gtevernor. 

Some  Adansis^about  middle  of  last  month  waylaid  and  robbed 
a  number  of  peaceful  Ashantee  traders  returning  from  the  coast, 
killing  and  wounding  about  seven  of  them ;  this  may  account  for 
the  small  number  of  persons  crossing  the  Prah  and  the  consequent 
falling  off  in  trade,  which  must  sooner  or  later  seriously  affect  the 
prosperity  of  this  place. 

To  prevent  this  again  occurring  I  would  respectfully  suggest 
that  an  officer  be  stationed  at  Prahsue  and  patrol  the  road  with 
the  Houssas  stationed  there,  between  the  river  and  the  place  where 
this  outrage  took  place;  this  would  insure  the  safety  of  those 
trading  to  the  coast 

An  officer  of  constabulary  has  been  recently  on  a  tour  of  inspec- 
tion on  the  Great  North  Bead  and  its  branches,  upon  whose 
report,  doubtless,  the  12  months'  road  money  due  to  me  several 
Chiefs  for  keeping  it  clear  will  now  be  paid. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  month  a  rupture  between  two  of  the 
town  companies  nearly  led  to  a  serious  riot,  but  was  effectually 
checked,  and  the  town  has  since  been  quiet ;  the  lesson  taught  by 
the  imprisonment  and  fining  the  captains  will,  I  think,  have  a 
most  beneficial  effect  on  would  be  disturbers  of  the  public  peace  in 
future. 
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Gold  Coast.  I  would  here  respectfully  suggest  that  all  flags  at  present  in 
~  possession  of  companies  should  b>e  abolished,  and  the  Qovernment 

grant  to  each  instead  a  single  red  ensign  of  limited  dimensions, 
with  the  number  of  the  company  in  the  fly. 

I  am  certain  if  such  were  adopted  that  many  serious  outbreaks 
would  be  averted. 

This  might  be  adopted  throughout  the  Colony ;  the  distinguish- 
ing mark  for  each  district  being  the  colour  in  which  the  company 
numbers  are  imprinted,  thus  for  Elmina  <^  bhick,"  Cape  Coast 
Salt  Pond  "  white,"  &a,  which  would  prevent  confusion  in  "  blue," 
the  event  of  a  native  contingent  being  at  any  time  required. 

It  will  be  seen  below  that  there  is  a  very  serious  falling  off  in 
trade  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  month  last  year. 


Revenue. 


During  month 
Same  month  last  year 


Decrease 

Expenditure. 


During  month 
Same  month  last  year 


Decrease 

Imports. 


During  month 
Same  month  last  year 


Decrease 

Exports. 


During  month 
Same  month  last  year 


Decrease 


£        s. 
1,794    2 
3,030  10 

d. 

8 
4 

1,236    7 

8 

£        «. 
1,131  18 
1,500    7 

d. 
9 
6 

368     8 

9 

£        $. 

9,319  13 

13,110  17 

d. 
0 
8 

3,791     4 

8 

£        «. 

7,706    0 

10,715  19 

d. 
6 
3 

3,009  18 

9 

These  figures  show  a  heavy  fall  in  the  revenue  consequent  on 
a  large  decrease  in  the  imports  and  the  exports ;  this  no  doubt  is 
due  to  the  disturbed  state  of  the  interior,  and  the  perils  incurred 
by  traders  on  the  roads  leading  to  the  ProtectoratCt 
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The  expenditure  has,  however,  decreased,  which  is,  I  think,  due  Gold  Coast. 

to  the  works  in  hand  last  year  being  of  more  consequence,  such         

as  the  main  drain,  for  instance,  then  in  course  of  construction. 

In  conclusion,  1  may  state  that  the  sanitary  state  of  the  town  is 
satisfactory,  and  consequently  the  health  of  the  conmiunity  is 
good, 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        A.  Wentwobth  Fobbes, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &c.  &o. 


DiSTBiOT  CoMMissioNBB  of  Cape  Coast  to  the  Aoting 
Colonial  Segbetabt. 

Commissioner's  Office,  Cape  Coast} 
Sib,  January  17, 1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  this  my  report  on  the  Cape 
Coast  District  for  the  month  of  December  last,  and  in  doing  so 
beg  to  express  my  regret  to  his  Excellency  that  an  overflow  of 
work,  consequent  on  the  ending  of  the  year,  has  prevented  me  fix>m 
having  done  so  previously. 

Christmas  with  its  usual  festivities  passed  quietly,  especially  so 
among  the  lower  class  of  native,  who  look  forward  to  this  season 
as  a  fitting  time,  after  copious  quantities  of  drink,  to  settle  old 
grievances,  which  end  sometimes  in  serious  faction  fights,  were  this 
year  distinguished  by  their  orderly  behaviour,  in  fact,  there  was 
not  a  single  person  brought  before  me  in  court  charged  with 
drunkenness  or  misbehaviour. 

2.  The  number  of  prisoners  in  the  gaol  averages  about  41,  and 
it  has  struck  me  that  some  of  them  might  be  employed  to  greater 
advantage  if,  for  instance,  those  possessed  of  a  trade  were  to  work 
at  their  handicraft  in  the  gaol  yard  instead  of  going  out  on  the 
public  works,  &c.  This  only,  of  course,  to  be  when  there  is  a  need 
of  their  services.  At  present  I  have  in  this  gaol  the  following 
trades:  blacksmith,  one;  coopers,  three;  carpenter,  one;  brick- 
layer, one  ;  tailor,  one ;  clerk,  one.  These  might  be  utilized  as 
they  were  required ;  for  instance,  the  tailor  could  mend  the  prison 
clothing,  make  the  officers  their  uniforms,  &c.     . 

3.  I  would  also  bring  to  your  notice  the  utter  absence  there  is 
of  precautionary  measure  against  fire  in  any  of  the  Government 
establishments  here;  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  a  number 
of  wooden  fire  buckets  be  made  at  once  with  rope  handles  and 
suspended  at  convenient  and  handy  places  about  the  public  build- 
ings, in  the  yards  of  which  are  capacious  tanks  which  would  give 
the  water  supply  for  arresting  a  conflagration,  such  as  the  breaking 
out  of  fire  in  the  Commissioner's  house  built  over  the  Queen's 
Warehouse,  which  is  usually  filled  with  spirits. 
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Gold  Coast*  4.  Having  occasion  to  visit  the  store  under  the  Colonial 
Hospital  some  short  time  ago,  and  used  by  the  Public  Works 
Department,  I  found  a  number  of  kegs  of  powder  stowed  on  a 
shelf  next  to  paraffin  oil  and  surrounded  by  inflammable  material 
of  all  sorts.  I  pointed  out  the  danger  of  this  to  Mr.  Wheeller, 
foreman  of  works,  and  as  this  officer  informed  me  there  was  no 
where  else  to  put  it,  I  requested  him  to  stow  it  in  the  magazine. 

6.  The  troubles  across  the  Prah  have  prevented  traders  from 
coming  down  to  this  town,  the  numbers  having  crossed  from 
Ashantee  in  the  last  week  of  the  old  year  being  reduced  to  three. 
This  may  be  accounted  for  in  a  large  measure  by  the  marauding 
parties  on  the  road,  who  will,  however,  disappear  now  that  an  officer 
with  Houssa  escort  conducts  traders  through  the  Adansi  country. 

6.  Trade  is  in  a  wretched  condition,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
accompanying  statistics. 

Revenue, 

£  s.  d. 

During  month        ...     1,740  6  7 

Same  month  last  year         -  -    3,824  0  6 


Decrease        -    2,083  14  11 

Expenditure. 

£    s,  d. 

During  month         ...     1,371     3  10 

Same  mouth  last  year         -  -        966  13  10 

Increase        -    404  10  0 


The  above  figures  show  a  very  serious  falling  off  in  the  revenue 
with  an  increase  of  expenditure  as  compared  with  the  same  month 
in  1885  ;  this  increase,  however,  I  think  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
work  on  the  new  drain  had  ceased  and  the  works  department  are 
still  on  the  new  tank,  and  also  the  expenditure  on  the  Prah  Road 
has  to  be  considered.  The  imports  and  exports  show,  however,  a 
corresponding  increase. 

Imports. 

£      s.  d. 

During  month        ...     9,730  13  7 

Same  month  last  year         -  -    7,680  10  3 

Increase         -     2,150     3     4 

Exports. 

£      s.  d. 

During  month        -            -            .     8,266  13  11 

Previous  month      -             -            -     7,706     0  6 


Increase 
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During  month 
Same  month  last  year 


£  s.  d. 

8,266  13  11 

6,007  4  4 

2,259  9  7 


Gold  Coa8t. 


7.  In  conclusion,  1  would  add  that  rain  has  fallen  heavily  at 
frequent  intervals  during  the  past  month,  which  is  most  unusual 
for  this  season  of  the  year,  and  in  consequence  I  regret  to  say  that 
the  roads  in  and  about  the  town  have  suffered  considerably ;  these 
will  be  repaired  when  the  rains  have  ceased. 
I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  Wentwobth  Fobbes, 

District  Commissioner. 
To  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &c« 


DisTBiCT  CoMHissiONEB,  Elmina,  to  the  Aoting  Colonial 

Secbetaby. 

District  Conmiissioner's  Office,  Elmina, 
Sib,  December  16, 1886. 

I  hate  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency,  that  during  the  month  of  November  the  revenue  was 
less  than  during  the  previous  month,  and  less  than  during  the 
corresponding  month  of  last  year ;  but  that  the  expenditure  was 
also  less. 


November  1885 
October  1886 
November  1886 


November  1885 
October  1886 
November  1886 


November  1886 
October  1886 
November  1886 


November  1886 
October  1886 
November  1886 

50189. 


Revenue. 


Expenditure. 


Imports^  Value. 


Exports,  Value. 


£  s.    d. 

-  1,878  8  11 

720  2     1 

554  8     0 

£  s.    d. 

.     1,733  19     0 

.     1,262  7     2 

-  1,251  17     2 

£  s.    d. 

'     1,421  4     2 

.     1,634  4  10 

.       713  1     0 

£  s.    d. 

.     1,236  16  10 

42  1     6 

-  246  16     9 
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Goij>  Coast.       Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  imports  and  exports  have  also  declined^ 
•"—         except  in  exports  November  )886  as  compared  with  October  1886. 
This  general  decline  I  attribute  to  tbe  obstruction  offered  to 
Ashanti  traders  by  the  Adansis. 

The  roads  have  been  cleared  and  paid  for. 
Seventy-two  men  were  engaged  for  the  service  of  the  Niger 
Company,  but  as  labourers  not  soldiers.  They  were  raised  from 
CJommendah.  In  November  there  were  23  criminal  convictions 
as  compared  with  14  in  the  previous  month,  and  three  committals 
to  ^ison  as  compared  with  fouc  committals  in  previous  month. 

The  slight  increase  in  number  of  convictions  is  due  to  a  petty 
street  fight,  in  which  a  number  of  women  were  engaged. 
There  were  no  commitments  for  trial. 

The  district  is  peaceable,  but  trade  b  most  alarmingly  depressed. 
I  have,  &c 
(Signed)        Chas.  M.  D.  Si'EWabt, 

District  Commissioner. 
To  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
&0.  &c.  &c. 


DiSTBicT  CoBfMissiOKEB,  Secondec,  to  Colonial  Sbcretaby. 
Monthly  Report,  Secondee  District,  November  1886. 

Sib,  Secondee,  December  1, 1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  district  has  remained  quiet  and 
peaceful 

I  have  heard  of  no  more  quarrels  between  the  companies,  and 
to  all  appearance  their  Chie&  and  headmen  seem  now  friendly  to 
each  other. 

Journeys. 

On  the  10th  instant  I  visited  Mansue  in  accordance  with 
instructions  received  from  yotu 

'^  Rivers. 

I  may,  perhaps,  here  mention  that  at  Mansue,  about  150  yards 
from  the  town,  I  found  the  Quin  (Amanful  River)  flowing  in  a 
direction  south-east  towards  the  sen.  It  is  here  about  30  feet  wide, 
and  knee-deep.  Its  bed  covered  with  gravels  and  sand.  When  full 
the  river  is  about  18  feet  high  here,  and  its  current  must  be 
excessively  rapid.     The  banks  are  high,  covered  by  a  dense  forest 

GxKxl  drinking  water  is  obtained  here  from  the  river ;  but  1 
regret  to  remark  that  at  a  short  distance  from  the  place  where  tbe 
water  is  drawn  I  found  men  and  women  washing  themselves;  the 
men  standing  at  a  distance  of  about  10  yards  from  the  womeO' 
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On  my  return  journey  I  also  crossed   the  Amanquan  River,    G01.D  Coast. 
near  the  village  Ahiame.     It  flows  at  a  very  short  distance  from        -^"~ 
this  village  in  a  south-easterly  direction,  opening  itself  into  the  sea 
near  Chama. 

When  I  crossed  it  was  about  20  to  26  feet  wide,  knee-deep,  and 
its  current  very  sluggish.     The  bottom  is  also  of  sand  and  gravels. 

To  all  appearance  the  Bontry  River  and  the  Quin  seem  to 
have  one  and  the  same  source  ;  I  am,  however,  not  quite  sure  of 
this. 

Naiureofthe  Country^ 

As  I  receded  from  the  coast  the  country  became  gradually  a 
thick  forest,  until  it  is  quite  dense  before  I  reach  Mansue.  It  is 
well  watered  by  the  streams  running  through  it  Its  soil  is  rich. 
There  are  numerous  cultivations,  and  these  are  mostly  in  the 
valleys. 

Totons  and  Villages. 

Mansue  is  situated  on  a  little  eminence,  it  is  surrounded  by  a 
dense  forest ;  it  counts  about  140  houses  and  830  inhabitants,  who 
live  mostly  in  plantation  villages.  The  town  looks  neat,  it  boasts 
of  one  regular  main  street.  Industry  is  farming,  the  men  clear 
the  ibrest,  leaving  the  planting  and  culture  generally  to  their 
women. 

Supplies  for  sheep,  stock,  &c.  are  veir  scanty  at  Mansue,  perhaps 
owing  to  supplies  sent  to  Tarquah  in  former  times. 

Roads. 

I  r^et  to  state  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  progress 
with  the  proposed  road  mentioned  in  my  last  report  I  have  had 
no  time  to  be  with  the  people,  whom  I  know  could  not  do  the 
work  properly  unless  I  am  present  with  them. 

I  hope  I  shall  be  able  to  do  this  shortly. 

With  the  exception  of  this  portion  of  the  road  (sea-coast)  all 
have  been  kept  in  good  condition. 

Sanitcaifm. 

I  am  glad  to  observe  that  my  efforts  to  improve  the  sanitation 
of  this  district  have  not  been  fruitless  during  the  month  past.  I 
do  not  find  so  much  offensive  matters  accumulated  in  the  towns  as 
it  used  to  be.  The  clearing  of  the  grass  around  the  town  is  going 
on  gradually. 

Crimes. 

I  have  had  no  crimes  of  serious  nature  reported  to  me  during 
the  month  past 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&c.  &c.  &a 
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GoldCoabt.         Distbiot  Commissioner  of  Secondee  to  the  Acting 
— -  Colonial  Secretary. 

Monthly  Report,  Secondee  District^  December  1886. 

Sib,  Secondee,  January  6,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Grovenior,  that  the  Secondee  District  remained 
quiet  and  peaceful  during  the  past  month. 

2.  In  consequence  of  the  death  of  King  Andries,  of  the  New 
British  Secondee,  there  has  been  a  great  bustle  here ;  several 
Kings  and  Chiefs  from  the  other  places  came  in  to  *'  make  custom  " 
for  the  deceased,  and  went  out  peacefully. 

8.  The  sanitary  state  of  the  district  is  improving  by  degrees. 
The  towns  and  yUlages  received  all  the  attention  I  could  possibly 
give  them.  * 

4.  Between  the  25th  and  27 ih  ultimo  the  mouth  of  the  Amanful 
Biver  closed  suddenly,  and  on  the  28  ih  it  opened  again  at  another 
spot,  about  15  yards  from  the  former,  the  mouth  becoming  so  wide 
and  distorted,  and  with  a  current  so  strong,  a?  to  make  the 
crossing  rather  somewhat  diflScuk  for  a  few  days. 

6.  The  recent  action  of  this  river  damaged  a  portion  of  the 
sea-coast  road  running  near  it,  which  I  have  asked  the  Chi^s  to 
repair. 

With  this  exception  the  roads  on  the  sea-coast  are  in  good 
condition,  and  I  am  now  directing  my  attention  to  the  *^  bush 
roads.*' 

6.  I  have  heard  of  no  serious  crimes  during  the  month 
past. 

7.  At  Adjuah  several  persons  were  charged  with,  and  tried  for, 
possessing  "  bad  Fetish  "  by  the  ratire  court.  The  persons  accused 
refusing  to  give  up  the  Fetish  were  tied  up  to  a  tree  for  some 
hours;  the  constables  heard  of  it,  and  released  the  prisoners. 

8.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  the  month : — 

Revenue. 


£     s.   d. 

Customs       ... 

-    425  14  10 

Court  fees  and  fines  - 

9     5     0 

Extra  services'  fees   - 

1     5     0 

Stamps  sold  - 

0    3     6 

436     8     4 

Expenditure. 

£    ».    d. 

Establishments 

•     54  15     I 

Sendees         ... 

-     27     2     6 

81  17     7 
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I  remitted  on  the  3 let  ultimo  to  the  District  Commissioner  at  Gk>LD  Cojlst. 

Cape  Coast  the  sum  of  349/.  10s.  

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


DiSTBioT  Commissioner^  Secondee,  to  the  Acting  Colonial 

Secretary. 

Monthly  Report,  January  1887. 

S1R5  Secondee,  February  4,  1887. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  the  quiet  and  peaceful  state  of  the 
Secondee  District  for  the  month  of  January  last. 

2.  The  offences  reported  to  the  Commissioner  are  few  and  of 
no  serious  nature. 

3.  Matters  concerning  the  sanitation  of  the  towns  and  villages 
received  due  attention  and  supervision  during  the  month  past 

4.  Revenue  collected  from  all  sources  during  the  month  past  is 
as  follows : — 

£    8.  d. 

Customs  duties          ...     331  15  8 

Duty  on  spirit  license            •            -     141     0  0 

Court  fees  and  fines               -            -        5  13  6 

Miscellaneous  receipts            -            -        0  12  1 

5.  Expenditure  for  the  same  period  amounted  to : — 

£    s.    d. 
Estal)^shment  -  -  -       55    9     1 

Services       -  -  -  -      10  16    9 

6.  I  remitted  to  the  District  Commissioner  at  Cape  Coast  the 
sum  of  419/.  during  the  month  past. 

7.  I  am  steadily  nrogressing  with  the  new  road,  which  I  propose 
to  join  the  Chama  Tacquah  road  from  this  place. 

I  havcy  &c. 
(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
&c.  &C.  &c 
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GoldCoabt.    Distbict  C0MMIS81ONEB,  Secondee^  to  the  Acting  Colonial 

Secbetabt. 

Monthly  Report^  Secondee  District^  February  1887. 

SiE.  Secondee,  March  3,  1887.  ^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  hiB 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  dbtrict  remiuned  quiet  and 
peaceful  during  the  past  month. 

PoUtioal. 

2.  I  observed  during  the  past  month  that  the  feelinfc  between 
the  Chiefe  of  the  old  and  new  British  Secondee  has  not  been  very 
friendly ;  this  is  perhaps  en^ndered  by  a  claim  made  by  late  King 
Andries'  party  to  a  certain  boundary  in  this  town. 

I  must,  however,  add  that  this  feeling  is  not  likely  to  disturb  the 
peaceful  state  of  the  town. 

Crimes. 

3.  Two  cases  of  serious  nature  came  to  my  knowledge  during 
the  past  month.  The  first  was  one  of  shooting  near  Esseaman,  a 
small  village  near  Chama.  The  wounded  man  died  about  eight 
days  afterwards. 

I  have  committed  the  man  charged  with  the  offence  for  trial  at 
the  next  assizes. 

The  second  case  was  one  of  assault  and  wounding ;  the  accused 
is  here  awaiting  trial 

4.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  the  month  past : — 

Receipts. 

£^s.    d. 
Customs  duties  ...    334    2     1 

Du^  on  spirit  licenses  -  -      13    6    0 

Court  fees  and  fines  -  -  •        6  18    6 

Miscellaneous  receipts  •  •        1     7  11 


Expenditure. 


Establishments 
Services 


365  13 

6 

* 

£    s. 
'    52  17 

-    10  17 

d. 
4 

2 

63  14 

6 
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Remittonees,  Gold  Ooist. 

6.  I  remitted  for  the  month  the  sum  of  290/.  \0s.  9d.  to  the 
District  Commissioner  at  Cape  Coast 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
&o.  &c  &a 


DisTBiOT  Commissioner,  Dixcove^  to  Colonial  Secretabt. 

Monthly  Report,  Dixcove  District^  November  1886. 

Sib,  Dixcove,  December  6, 1886. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  a  dispute  as  to  the  ownership  of 
certain  lands  in  Bontry  River  pending  between  Chiefs  Abado  and 
Korkro  nearly  caused  a  great  disturbance  in  that  river  during  the 
past  month,  but  as  these  Chiefs  are  under  recognizances  to  keep  the 
peace,  1  sent  and  reminded  them  of  their  obligations  as  soon  as  I 
heard  of  the  quarrel. 

The  other  places  remained  quiet  and  peaceful  during  the  month 
past 

Roads. 

2.  The  clearing  of  the  road  to  Acquida  is  now  completed.  I 
have  directed  the  sandy  portions  of  it  to  be  swished  over,  and  the 
people  have  commenced  doing  so. 

The  Bontry  Pompondee  Road  requires  repairing,  and  I  have 
given  the  necessary  instructions  to  the  Chiefs. 

Sanitation. 

3.  My  efforts  in  this  direction  has  not  been  of  no  avail  during 
the  past  month,  since  I  observe  the  Chiefs  themselves  are  taking 
some  interest  in  the  matter.  The  clearing  of  the  grass  around  and 
removal  of  the  filthy  matters  are  going  wdl  gradually. 

Crimes. 

4.  I  have  heard  of  no  offences  of  serious  nature  during  the  month 

past 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

&C.  &c.  &C. 
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GoldCoabt.  District  Commissioneb  ofDixcoveto  the  Acting  Colonial 
Secrbtaby. 

Monthly  Beport,  December  1886. 

Sib,  Dixcove,  January  3, 1887.  ^ 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  during  the  month  past  a  riot  took 
place  at  Kanfu  Kroom  in  Acquidah  bush ;  it  was  not  of  a  very 
serious  nature. 

The  Chief  of  Acquidah  prosecuted  18  of  the  ringleaders  to  con- 
viction. These  were  ordered  to  pay  a  fine  of  5^  each,  or  three 
months'  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment 

2.  I  have  heard  of  no  really  serious  quarrels  between  the  Chie& 
in  the  Bontry  River  since  my  last  report. 

3.  The  roads  along  the  sea  coast  are  in  good  condition.  I  have 
now  directed  my  attention  to  those  which  communicate  with  the 
interior. 

4  During  the  past  month  I  received  many  complaints  with 
regard  to  the  insanitary  state  of  the  stagnant  water  ^*  Piah '' 
existing  in  this  town,  and  I  shall  be  gkd  to  see  something  done 
towards  its  improvements. 

5.  The  towns  and  villages  in  this  district  have  been  kept  as  clean 
as  I  possibly  can. 

6.  The  following  are  crimes  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Com- 
missioner during  the  month  past,  namely : — 

Riot  -  -  -18  convicted 

Larceny   -  -  -       1      do. 

Assault  iand  wounding       -      2  committed  for  trial. 
Escape      -  -  -      1  do. 

Attempts  to  commit  suidde       1  convicted. 

Native  Courts, 

7.  The  Kings  and  Chiefs  here  held  several  courts  last  month, 
inquiring  into  charges  made  against  several  persons  for  possessing 
poisonous  things  to  endanger  human  life ;  or  to  hurt  or  annoy 
others. 

Some  of  the  persons  accused  have  given  up  the  things  to  be 
destroyed,  and  ihey  were  burnt  by  the  Chiefs  in  the  public  streets, 
whilst  others  have  refused  even  to  attend  to  the  call  of  the  Chiefs. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)         H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
^.  &C.  &c. 
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District  Commissioner  of  Dixcove  lo  the  Acting          Gold  Coast. 
Colonial  Sbcrbtahy.  

Monthly  Report^  January  1887. 

Sir,  Dixcove,  February  1,  1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  district  of  Dixcove  remained 
quiet  and  peaceful  during  the  month  past 

Crimes, 

2.  No  offences  of  serious  nature  were  brought  to  the  notice  of 
the  Commissioner. 

Roads, 

3.  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  much  towards  the  cleaning  of 
the  Bushuu-Agona  road;  but  I  hope  it  shall  be  completed  before 
the  end  of  this  month.  Along  the  sea  coast  the  roads  nre  in  good 
condition. 

Sanitation. 

4.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the  town  of  Dixcove  is  not  very 
satisfactory  ;  I  am,  however,  doing  my  best  to  keep  the  town  and 
its  villages  as  clean  as  it  possibly  could  be  done. 

5.  The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  revenue  and  expenditure 
during  the  month  past,  namely : — 

Customs  receipts 
Licenses  (spirits) 
Court  fees  and  fines  • 
Miscellaneous  receipts 


Expended  on  establishments 
Services 


Remittance  for  the  month,  forwarded  to  the  District  Commis- 
sioner, Cape  Coast,  amounted  to  80/.  10s. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        H,  Vroom,  . 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary, 
&C.  &C.  &c. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

104 

16 

8 

46 

16 

0 

7 

3 

0 

4 

3 

5 

162 

18 

1 

£ 

s. 

d. 

63 

6 

0 

20 

8 

1 

83 

14 

1 
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Gold  Coast.  DisTBIOT  CommISSIONEB^  Dixcove,  to  the  AOTINO 

Colonial  Seobbtabt. 

DixtoV€  Diitrict,  Monthly  Report ^  February  1887. 

Sib,  Dixcove^  March  1,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  the  district  has  been  quiet  during 
the  past  month. 

There  is  nothing  political  to  report;  I  hear  of  no  quarrels 
amongst  the  Cbiefi. 

Ro€id$. 

I  inspected  the  principal  roads  during  the  month  past  and  found 
them  in  good  conoition. 

I  superintended  myself  at  many  places  the  cleaning  of  the  roads, 
and  found  the  people  always  willing  to  add  to  the  work  such 
improvements  as  I  could  suggest. 

Sanitation. 

The  sanitation  of  the  towns  and  villages  received  its  share  of 
my  attention. 

Crimes. 

During  the  month  past  two  crimes  of  serious*  nature  were 
brought  to  my  notice ;  the  first  was  for  assault  and  the  second 
for  embezzlement 

I  have  nothing  of  interest  to  report  of  the  native  courts  in  this 
district. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  receipts  and  expenditure 
during  the  monUi  past : — 

Receipts. 

£  8.  d. 

Customs  duties            -            -            -     83  5  3 

Duty  on  spirit  license              -            -      2  10  0 

Court  fees  and  fines    -            -            -     15  0  0 

Miscellaneous  receipts         *    -            -       1  14  6 


Expenditure. 


Establishment 
Services 


102 

9 

9 

£ 
66 
38 

t. 

1 
10 

d. 
7 
9 

103 

12 

4 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        H.  Vboom, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 
&a  &c.  &C4 
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DiSTBIGT  OOHMISSIONEK  of  Axiin  tO  the  CoLONIA  Gold  C0A8T. 

Secretabt.  

Sib,  Axim^  December  2,  1886. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  I  have  been  unable  to  make  my 
monthly  inspection  of  the  road  to  Princes  through  having  met 
with  the  accident  to  my  leg  which  has  prevented  me  from  taking 
out-door  exercise  for  about  three  weeks.  I  am  glad  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  my  leg  is  now  all  right,  but  it  is  only  within  the  last 
few  days  that  I  have  been  able  to  resume  my  out-door  duties. 

I  made  an  inspection  of  the  road  to  Ancobra  River  two  or  three 
days  ago,  and  found  it  to  be  in  a  very  good  condition. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  Musgrovb, 
The  Hon,  the  Colonial  Secretary.       District  Commissioner. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


DiSTBiOT  CoMHissiONEB,  Axim,  to  the  Colonial  Secbetaby. 

Sib,  The  Fort,  Axim,  January  7,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  state,  for  the  information  of  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  that  last  month  I  made  an  inspection 
of  the  road  from  Axim  to  the  Ankobra  River,  which  I  found  to  be 
in  very  good  order.  On  the  28th  December  1886  I  inspected 
the  road  from  Axim  to  Princes  River ;  this  road  was  also  in  good 
order,  with  the  exception  of  a  certain  part  of  the  road  where  a 
large  tree  had  fallen  across  it ;  this  I  had  cleared  away  before  my 
return  journey. 

I  have  also  had  the  bridges  repaired  on  both  of  these  roads 
wherever  they  required  it. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  MuBGBoyB, 

District  Commissioner. 
The  Hon;  The  Acdng  Colonial  Secretary. 
Sbc.  &a  &a 


DiBTBIOT  COMHISBIONBB,  Axim,  to  the  COLONIAL  SeOBBTABT. 

Sib,  Axim,  February,  4,  1887- 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  state  that  I  inspected  the  road 
between  Axim  and  the  Ankobra  Biver  during  last  month.  I  found 
it  to  be  in  good  order ;  the  bridges  were  also  in  good  condition. 
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,  Gold  Coast 


It  was  my  intention  to  have  started  last  Saturday  to  Princes 
to  make  my  monthly  inspection  of  the  road^  but  owing  to  a  man 
having  been  stabbed  on  the  Thursday  previous^  Doctor  Eyles 
asked  me  not  to  go^  as  the  case  may  prove  fatal,  so  that  my  presence 
here  is  necessary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  H.  Musgrovb, 

District  Coomiissioner. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


GiBBlIAAB. 


GIBRAI/TAR. 


No.  18. 

Governor  Sir  A.  E.  Hardinge,  G.C.B.,  O.I.E.,  to  the  Right 
Hon.  Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

Sir,  Gibraltar,  March  12,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  the  Blue  Book  of 
Gibraltar  for  the  year  1886,  with  a  report  by  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary thereon* 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        A.  E.  Hardingk, 
The  Bight  Hon.  Greneral  and  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  HoUand, 
&C.        &c. 


Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Gibraltar, 
Your  Excellency,  March  1, 1887. 

I  DESIRE  to  submit  the  Blue  Book  for  1886,  together  with 
my  report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         Gifford, 
His  Excellency  the  Hon.  Colonial  Secretary. 

Sir  A.  E.  Hardinge,  G.C.B.,  CLE.,  Governor. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Finance. 

The  revenue  amounted  to  1,314,546  pesetas  (52,123/.),  die 
expenditure  being  1,270,834  pesetas  (50,389L).  The  balance  of 
assets  over  liabilities  reached  60,077  pesetas  (2,403/.)  on  the  3lBt 
December  last.  The  financial  condition  of  the  Colony  may  there- 
fore be  considered  in  a  sound  state  and  to  be  completely  restored. 
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Comparing  the  revenue  with  that  of  the  previous  year,  a  con-    Gibraltab. 
siderable  increase  is  disclosed,  attributable  to  the  revival  of  trade, 
which  was  in  a  yery  depressed  condition  in  1885,  owing  to  the 
appearance  of  cholera  hen;  and  on  the  Mediterranean  Seaboard. 

The  transfer  of  the  Post  Office  from  the  Imperial  to  tl)e  Colonial 
Government  benefited  the  revenue  to  a  very  great  and  appreciable 
extent,  the  transactions  of  the  Office  being  considerable. 

On  the  expenditure  side  tliere  is  a  slight  increase  over  that  of 
the  previous  year,  mainly  due  to  the  Post  Office  Establishment. 
The  strictest  regard  to  economy,  consistent  with  efficiency  of  admi- 
nistration, has  been  exercised  in  all  departments,  in  order  that 
this  Colony  might  again  be  placed  on  a  financially  sound  basis. 

Public  Debt 
There  is  no  public  debt  in  this  Colony. 

Legislation. 

The  following  laws  were  passed  during  the  year  : — 

l._«*  Medical  Ordinance,  Gibraltar,  1885." 

2.— "Merchant Shipping  Ordinance,  Gibraltar,  1886." 

3. — '*  Quarantine  Order  in  Council,  1885." 

4.—**  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Revenue  Order  in  Council, 
Gibraltar,  1884.'' 

6. — "  Order  in  Council  for  revising  and  consolidation  of  the 
laws  of  Gibraltar." 

6. — '^  Ordinance  for  providing  subsistence  for  persons  imprisoned 
for  debt." 

7.— "Port  Order  in  Council,  Gibraltar,  1886.'* 

The  Merchant  Shipping  Ordinance  is  one  of  the  most  important 
laws  that  Ims  ever  been  passed  at  Gibraltar.  Its  provisions  provide 
for  the  regulation  of  all  vessels  navigating  the  waters  of  Gibraltar, 
and  prevent  unseaworthy  ships  proceeding  to  sea,  and  ensure  the 
seaworthiness  of  vessels  employed  between  Gibraltar  and  the  ports 
on  the  Spanish  and  African  coasts.  The  Ordinance  is  adapted 
from  the  English  Acts  and  from  the  law  in  force  in  Hong  Kong. 
The  want  of  such  a  law  had  long  been  felt,  as  ships  trading  here 
were  practically  never  surveyed,  and  became  in  a  most  dangerous 
condition  in  some  instances. 

The  **  Port  Order  in  Council "  is  a  consolidation  and  amend- 
ment of  the  laws  relating  to  the  police  and  the  navigation  and  use 
of  the  port.  One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  this  law 
enacts  that  any  owner,  agent,  or  master  who  permits  a  vessel  or 
boat  to  sail  or  pull  about  between  first  evening  gun-fire  and  the 
time  of  morning  gun-fire,  except  with  permission,  may  be  fined 
a  sum  not  exceeding  2,500  pesetas.  The  object  of  this  is  to  pre- 
vent, as  far  as  possible,  any  contraband  traffic  with  Spain,  the 
Government  of  that  country  having  alleged  that  smuggling  was 
largely  carried  on  after  dark  bv  boats  from  this  bay.  The  inser- 
tion of  the  clause  may  be  considered  as  a  friendly  courtesy  extended 
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GiBSALTAB.  to  aneiglibouringPower,  the  interestd  of  which  It  is  most  desirable 
to  assist  in  every  possible  way  compatible  with  the  good  govern- 
ment of  Gibraltar.  The  law,  to  a  large  extent,  has  met  the  objects 
for  which  it  was  passed,  and  an  improvement  in  the  shipping  is 
noticeable^  notwithstanding  that  difficulties  and  obstacles  nave  to 
some  extent  been  placed  wherever  possible  to  the  effective  working 
of  some  of  the  provisions. 

The  Order  in  Council  relating  to  quarantine  abolished  the  old 
law^  which  in  many  respects  had  become  obsolete,  having  been 
passed  in  the  year  1830.  More  extended  powers  are  given  to  the 
Board  of  Health  under  the  new  Order,  the  provisions  of  which 
were  decided  upon  after  reference  to  the  Spanish  Grovemment. 

Establishments. 

The  year  1886  will  ever  be  memorable  for  the  acquisition  by 
the  Colony  of  the  local  post  office,  which  had  been  under  the 
management  of  the  Imperial  Government,  the  Imperial  Treasury 
retaining  the  profits^  which  must  have  been  considerable,  as  from 
the  returns  it  will  be  observed  that  the  revenue  was  146>636  pesetas 
(5,814/.),  and  the  expenditure  84,596  (3,354/.),  notwithstanding 
that  expense  of  a  considerable  amount  had  to  be  incurred  in  dies, 
stationery,  &c.  The  post  office  has  been  worked  in  a  very  advan- 
tageous manner,  and  the  new  administration  has  given  the 
greatest  satisfaction  to  the  public,  and  the  advantages  of  postal 
communication  have  been  extended  to  the  principal  towns  of 
Morocco  in  connection  with  the  chief  office. 

Savings  Bank. 

The  number  of  depositors  in  the  bank  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  1,213,  and  the  sums  deposited  during  the  year  amounted  to 
552,780  pesetas.  The  total  sum  invested  for  the  beneBt  of  the 
bank  amounted  at  the  close  of  the  year  to  31,482/.  10^  2d,  (exclu- 
sive of  interest  accruing  to  the  amount  of  961/.  10«.  3</.)  which 
shows  an  increase  of  9,230/.  as  compared  with  1885. 

The  bank  is  still  largely  availed  of,  especially  by  the  poorer 
classes,  as  a  means  for  investing  small  savings. 

PvbUc  Works. 

Waterport  Wharf. — The  work  that  v^as  commenced  at  the 
close  of  last  year  of  extending  thi^  wharf  may  be  said  to  have  been 
terminated.  The  extension  will  be  of  the  greatest  convenience 
to  the  trading  community.  The  works  have  been  well  carried 
out,  and  the  cranes  that  are  now  placed  on  the  wharf  will  be  of 
the  greatest  utility  in  the  shipping  and  landing  of  cargo. 

Ciml  Hospital. — The  small  olock  estimated  lor  was  undertaken 
and  brought  to  completion,  leaving  only  one  division,  the  women's 
ward,  to  be  completed.  The  hospital  is  one  that  any  Colony  might 
be  proud  of,  and  is  reckoned  one  of  the  finest  institutions  of  the 
kind  out  of  the  United  Kingdom. 
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In  the  Alameda  Gardens  great  improvements  were  carried  out,    Gibraltab. 
reflecting  credit  on  the  Government  gardener.  

Buildinffs, 

It  is  encouraging  to  notice  buildings  of  a  better  class  in  progress. 
These  houses  will  give  increased  accommodation  to  a  number  of 
the  inhabitants,  and,  as  they  have  been  erected  in  conformity  with 
the  building  regulations  on  improved  sanitary  principles,  they  will 
be  of  decided  benefit  to  the  health  of  the  community.  The  mili- 
tary regulations  do,  however,  somewhat  restrict  the  erection  of  fine 
buildings,  which  are  much  required. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

The  number  of  summary  convictions  before  the  magistrate  was 
952,  rather  more  than  in  1885,  and  before  the  captain  of  the  port 
45,  or  16  less  than  in  1886.  The  majority  of  these  offences  were 
of  a  very  minor  character.  There  were  nine  cases  brought  for 
trial  before  the  Supreme  Court,  including  two  of  murder.  V  erdicts 
for  the  Crown  were  returned  in  eight  cases.  The  extreme  sentence 
of  the  law  was  carried  out  in  the  case  of  a  Spaniard,  who  stabbed 
to  death  a  sapper  of  the  Royal  Engineers  In  the  other  case  of 
murder  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  only  was  returned,  and  the 
prisoner  was  sentenced  to  penal  servitude  for  life. 

Shippinff. 

The  number  of  vessels  which  entered  this  port  was  5,581, 
representing  4,309,583  tons,  showing  a  very  considerable  increase 
over  the  arrivals  of  the  previous  year  of  no  less  than  171  vessels, 
representing  290,049  tons. 

The  coaling  business  from  hulks  is  a  very  large  one,  but,  to 
secure  this  trade  permanently,  most  undoubtedly  a  dock  is  much 
required.  This  important  project  is  now  receiving  the  closest 
attention  and  consideration  of  the  Governmenc 

Education. 

This  subject  is  about  to  be  considered  by  a  mixed  Commission, 
and  it  is  trusted  that  the  deliberations  of  this  Commission  will  be 
the  means  of  placing  education  on  a  sound  and  firm  basis. 

Th^  Colonial  Inspector  of  Schools  reports  an  improvement  in 
the  schools.  The  total  average  attendance  during  the  year  was 
1,206.  The  inadequacy  of  the  voluntary  effort  to  provide  for  the 
education  of  the  children  of  the  place  is  most  apparent  No  less 
than  2,000  children  are  without  any  means  of  education,  the  school 
accommodation  being  insufficient,  but  as  the  Commission  is  about 
to  assemble  and  report  upon  all  these  matters  it  is  unnecessarv  to 
allude  further  to  the  subject. 
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GiBBALTAB.  p^iiiQ  Health. 


The  public  health  of  Gibraltar  during  the  past  year  has  been 
satisfactory^  and  compared  with  the  previous  year  it  has  been  quite 
uneTentful,  all  **  epidemic  influence  "  being  absent,  the  death  rate 
not  being  very  different  from  the  mortality  of  some  large  towns 
in  England.  Chest  diseases  were  the  most  prevalent  and  fatal 
diseases  that  occurred.  There  were  no  cases  of  small-pox  in  the 
town,  but  six  persons  suffering  from  this  disease  were  landed  from 
the  shipping,  and  it  is  happily  gratifying  to  find  that  the  arrange- 
ments  for  providing  for  their  treatment  in  the  small-pox  hospital 
have  been  effected  vnthout  one  single  case  occurring  in  the  town. 
This  state  of  things  reflects  great  credit  upon  all  concerned,  and 
especially  upon  the  Port  surgeon,  who  is  most  assiduous  in  his 
duties. 

General  Remarks. 

The  prospects  of  the  Colony  have  greatly  improved  during  the 
year  1886  when  compared  with  those  of  the  previous  year,  and 
the  finances  of  the  Colony  were  never  in  a  more  prosperous  condi- 
tion than  they  are  nt  present,  though  undoubtedly  the  greatest 
care  is  necessary,  as  the  trade  of  the  port  and  town  is  of  a  most 
fluctuating  character.  It  will  alwnys  be  necessary,  in  my  opinion, 
to  husband  most  carefully  the  revenues,  and  never  to  incur,  unless 
absolutely  necessary,  any  large  outlay  of  funds. 

The  monetary  market  is  not  in  a  satisfactory  condition,  and 
heavy  loss  is  incurred  by  the  uncertainty  of  the  current  or  market 
rate  of  exchange.  Spain  may  be  said  to  have  virtually  a  silver 
coinage  at  the  present  time  in  lieu  of  a  gold  one,  which  acts  most 
prejudicially  on  the  Government  rate  here.  It  is  anticipated  that 
the  currency  of  Spain  will  still  further  be  depreciated  by  the  action 
of  the  Spanish  Government  in  proposing  to  demonetize  the  Isabel 
issue  of  dollars,  which  will  have  a  most  depressing  effect  on  the 
money  market.  Gibraltar  is  flooded  with  coins  of  debased  and 
obsolete  character,  and  the  absorption  of  these  coins  in  some 
manner  is  a  question  that  should  receive  immediate  attention. 

The  transfer  of  the  Post  OflSce  to  the  Colony  is  a  matter  tov 
great  congratulation,  and  the  first  year's  working  has  been  most 
satisfactory. 

I  append  an  asset  and  liability  sheet  shovring  the  financial  posi- 
tion of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  Decepiber  1886. 

(Signed)        Giffokd, 

Colonial  Secretary. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Oflice, 
Gibraltar,  1st  March  1887 
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APPENDIX. 


QmsAisTAu 


Financial  Position  of  the  Colony  of  Gibraltar  on 
Slst  December  1886. 


A89BT8. 

cts. 
92 
68 
49 

16 

00 
72 

LlABIUTIBS. 

Cask  balaoee  in  Tre«urer*fi 
hands      - 

Outatandnig  ground  rents  - 

Oatstanding  honse  vents     - 

Outstanding  rent  of  Gover- 
nor's cottage 

Passage  money  of  Sir  John 
Adye,    due  by   Imperial 
Government 

Advance  on  loan  to  Savings 
Bank       - 

Pts. 
19,152 
45,788 

1,650 

210 

5,044 
14,886 

.\nMmBtdaetaCrown  Agents 
on    the   81st    December 
1886  (492/.  2s.  %d.) 

OntstasKling  drafts  on   the 
Crown  i^^enta  (826/.  lOs.) 

Salaries 

Pensions     • 

Other  liabilities  except  those 
for  current  services 

Balance  credit  (2,403/.)      - 
Pesetas 

Pts. 

12,411 

8,284 
1,471 
4,687 

Nil. 
60,077 

cts. 

60 

88 
16 
97 

86 

Pesetas 

86,732 

92 

86,782 

92 

BEElk 

[UDA. 

Bkrmuda. 


No.  19. 

Governor  T.  L.  Oallwey  to  the  E^ht  Hon.  Sir 
H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

Sir,  Bermuda,  March  22,  1887. 

I  HAYB  the  honotir  herewith  to  transmit  in  duplicate,  for 
your  information  and  consideration,  the  annual  Blue  Book  of  this 
Colony  for  the  year  1886,  together  with  the  report  thereon  which 
has  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Cavendish  Boyle,  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        T.  L.  Gallwey, 

Governor  and  Commander-in-Chief. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland  Bart.,  M.P.,  G.C.M.G. 
Downing  Street. 
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Bermuda.  Colonial  SecreUiry's  Office,  Hamilton^  Bermuda, 

— ^        Sib,  March  15,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  joiiv  Excellency    the 
following  report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year  1886  : — 

Finance, 

Thirty  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  is  returned 
as  the  gross  amount  of  public  revenue  raised  during  the  year, 
against  28,6932.  in  1885.  The  expenditure  of  1886  was  28,432/., 
comparing  with  29,396/  in  the  previous  year.  So  that  an  increase 
of  1,825/.  in  the  revenue  is  observable,  against  a  decrease  in  the 
expenditure  of  964/.  These  figures  are  very  satisfactory,  and  show 
that  tiie  revenue  receipts  have  in  no  way  fallen  off  in  spite  of 
considerable  agricultural  depression,  and  of  a  marked  decrease  in 
the  jralue  of  exports. 

*d.  The  revenue  and  expenditure  statements  give  the  following 
results: — 

Receipts* 

£ 

1885  -----     28,693 

1886  -  '  -  -  -     30,518 

Expenditure. 

£ 

1885  -  -  -  -  -     29,396 

1886  -  .  -  -  -     28,432 

3.  The  amount  of  the  public  debt  at  the  end  of  1886  was  7,214/., 
made  up  as  follows: — 

£ 
C'aiiseway  debentures         -  -  -     3,320 

Savings  bank  depositors    -  -  -     1,894 

New  Government  House  debentures  -     2,000 

The  average  rate  of  interest  on  the  first  and  last  amounts  may 
l)e  taken  at  4^  per  bent, ;  that  paid  on  the  savings  bank  debt  being 
2i  per  cent.  During  the  year  70i  was  repaid  on  Causeway 
debentures  due,  and  2,000/.  was  contracted  for  the  new  Govern- 
ment House  works. 

In  its  finances  this  Colony  has  alwnys  shown  very  satisfactorily 
with  regard  to  its  public  indebtedness,  and  there  does  not  seem 
any:  immediate  likelihood  of  the  permanent  debt  being  increased, 
for  under  the  Act  of  the  Legislature,  providing  for  the  building  of 
a  residence  for  the  Governor,  it  is  enacted  that  whilst  the 
Treasury  has  borrowing  powers  up  to  8,000/.,  at  least  500/.  of  the 
amount  raised  must  be  paid  out  of  public  revenue  yearly;  and, 
ntoreover,  if  the  balances  in  the  public  chest  admit  it,  the  work  is 
to  be  paid  for  from  that  source,  and  recourse  is  only  to  be  had  to 
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money  raised  if  and  when  the  Receiver  General  shall  advise  the 
executive  that  the  amounts  in  hand  will  not  prove  sufficient  to 
meet  the  ordinary  expenditure  and  to  provide  for  the  service  of 
the  new  building ;  and  as  far  as  at  present  can  be  foreseen  the 
revenue  raised  or  to  be  raised  will  prove  sufficient  for  all  ordinary 
purposes  of  the  Government. 

4.  The  estimated  civilian  population  pay  an  average  rate  of 
1/.  12^.  lid,  per  head  in  taction  ;  but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  floating  population^  consisting  of  the  army  and  navy  and 
dockyard  hands^  and  idso  of  the  visitors  to  these  islands  during 
the  winter  season^  contribute  in  a  very  large  degree  to  the  genercd 
revenue  raised.  For  there  is  no  direct  taxation  whateveri  and  the 
principal  portion  of  the  revenue  is  raised  by  an  ad  valorem  duty 
on  importations  of  5  per  cent.^  and  by  specific  duties  on  winCf 
beer,  spirits,  and  cigars ;  the  balance,  amounting  tq  about  one 
tenth  of  the  whole  revenue,  being  accounted  for  oj  auction  and 
light  dues,  miscellaneous  receipts,  postal  revenue,  and  reimburse- 
ments to  Government.  Of  this  balance  8,44021  is  tabulated  under 
the  head  of  postal  revenue,  150/.  is  returned  for  auction  duty, 
933/.  for  light  tolls  paid  by  incoming  vessels,  273/.  for  fines  of 
courts,  79/.  for  fees  of  office,  the  remainder  being  accounted  for 
by  reinbursements  to  Government,  miscellaneous  receipts,  and 
rents.  And  if  allowance  is  made  for  some  1,600  persons  estimated 
in  the  military  establishment,  a  mean  of  1,200  in  that  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  and  some  900  visitors,  all  of  whom  contribute  as 
above  stated  to  the  general  revenue  raised  by  the  import  duties, 
it  will  be  seen  how  very  lightly  taxed  are  the  actual  people  of 
the  Colony. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

5.  The  tables  of  the  above  headings  give  the  following  returns 
for  1886  :— 


BamicuDA. 


Bevenue. 

Ciutoms. 

Other  leoeipts. 

TotaL 

Beveniie            .           -           - 

24,782 

£ 
5,786 

£ 
80,518 

Expenditure. 

Salaries. 

Miscellaneoas. 

Total 

Expenditure      -            -           - 

9,881 . 

18,551 

£ 
28,432 

• 
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BnMUDA.        Compared  with  1886  the  above  tables  show  the  following 
results : — 

Recewtt* 

£ 
In  customs  an  increase  for  1886  of-  -  1>546 

Other  receipts  an  increase  of  -  -     279 

Expenditure. 

£ 

In  salaries  an  increase  for  1886  of  -  -  118 

Administration  of  justice    -            -  -  149 

Postal  department  -            -            -  -  210 

Police  department  -            -            -  -  117 

Roads        -            .            -            -  -  111 

Works  and  buildings           -            -  -  209 

Drawbacks,  a  decrease*  of   -            -  -  135 

Education  -             -             -             -  -  133 

Legislative              -             -             -  -  222 

Miscellaneous         -            •            -  -  645 

Steam  communication         ...  687 

The  totals  being,  net  increase  in  receipts  -  1,825 

And  net  decrease  in  expenditure     -  -  964 

The  comparative  tables  prepared  in  the  Treasury  show  as 
follows: — 

Ad  valorem  duty  an  increase  for  1 886  of  684/. ;  cigars,  108/. ; 
rum,  271L;  spirits,  215/.;  wine,  223/. ;  and  tobacco,  33iL  The 
only  decrease  observable  in  the  customs  column  being  in  the 
landing  tax  on  bonded  spirits,  which  shows  70/«  less  than  in  1885. 

6.  In  the  Imperial  expenditure  returns  will  be  found : 

£ 
Governor's  salary  -  -  .      2,199 

Military  establishments   -  -  .     98,780 

the  former  amount  being  a. fixed  parliamentary  grant,  and  the 
latter  showing  a  decrease  on  the  return  of  1885  of  660L 

Legislation, 

7.  The  Colonial  Legislature  met  on  the  26th  of  May,  and  sat 
until  the  29th  of  September,  when  it  was  prorogued,  and  called 
together  again  for  a  special  session  on  the  Ist  of  December,  the 
latter  extending  into  the  present  year.  The  results  of  the  ordinary 
session  were  9  Acts  and  11  Besolves. 

Of  the  former  the  most  noteworthy  were  the  Act  relating  to 
alimony,  and  that  for  the  amendment  of  the  Criminal  Law  of  the 
Colony.  The  first-named  conferred  certain  necessary  powers  on 
the  Court  of  Chancery  in  specific  terms  and  under  specific 
conditions,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  highly  useful  to  a  class  of 
women  deserving  of  better  treatment  than  the  common  law 
providest 
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The  Criminal  Law  Amendment  Act  of  1886  deals  in  its  first  Buicdbi. 
eight  sections  with  the  mode  of  taking  depositions  on  preliminary  — 
examinations  before  magistrates,  and  in  tnis  respect  was  modelled 
on  the  lines  of  the  Imperial  Statutes  11  &  12  Yict  c  42  and 
30  &  31  Yict  c.  35.  The  rest  of  the  Act  is  intended  to  provide 
for  the  protection  of  women  and  girls^  and  for  the  punishment  of 
indecent  and  immoral  ofiences^  and  is  taken  almost  verbatim  from 
the  Imperial  Act  of  1885.  And  it  is  satisfactory  that  so  useful^ 
and^  it  is  to  be  hoped^  deterrent  a  measure  has  been  added  to  the 
Colonial  Statute  Book. 

Of  the  appropriations  voted  by  resolve  the  only  one  calling  for 
any  remark  is  that  j^roviding  the  Board  of  Agriculture  with  the 
means  of  inquiring  into  the  causes  of  the  disease  amongst  the 
onions  grown  in  these  islands. 

Civil  Service  of  the  Colony. 

8.  In  the  civil  establishments  a  few  changes  are  to  be  recorded. 
Colonel  Sandford,  Commanding  Boyal  Engineer^  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  Executive  and  Legislative  Councils  m  April* 
Mr.  Gregory  V.  Lee  succeeded  Mrs.  Anne  Haynes  Lee  as 
Queen's  Printer  in  June.  Consequent  on  the  suspension  of 
Mr.  R.  F.  Hunt,  Mr.  Allan  Smith  was  appointed  Clerk  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  and  Mr.  Seymour  Heney  took  Mr* 
Smith's  place  in  the  Hamilton  Post  Office.  And  in  September 
Mr.  Joseph  T.  Gilbert  succeeded  Mr.  J.  F.  Tatem  as  Revenue 
Officer  at  Ireland  Island. 

Population  and  Public  Health 

9.  The  estimated  civilian  population  at  the  end  of  1886  was^ 
according  to  the  Registrar  General's  report,  li^Vn^  composed  of 
7,392  males  and  7^785  females^  and  divided  into  6^034  white  and 
9J43  coloured  persons.  The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  was 
140 ;  the  general  health  of  the  Colony  was  very  good,  the  death 
rate  avera^ng  19  *  3  per  thousand  of  the  resident  civilian  popula- 
tion. 

10.  No  returns  of  health  have  been  received  from  the  Military 
Medical  Department. 

11.  In  the  Naval  Department  Deputy  Surgeon-Q^neral 
M.  W.  Cowan  reported  as  follows  :— 

During  the  year  the  mean  strength  of  the  naval  forces  at 
Bermuda  has  numbered  1^19,  being  an  increase  of  382  over  what 
was  returned  in  1885,  mainly  attributable  to  one  of  the  large 
corvettes  remaining  here,  refitting,  paying  off,  and  being  re- 
commissioned  by  a  new  crew.  The  number  of  dockyard  men  has 
averaged  20  more  than  during  the  previous  year,  whilst  there  has 
also  been  an  increase  of  the  •*  Terror's  "  men  by  32. 

The  health  of  Ireland  Island  has  been  very  good,  and  though 
21  additions  appear  under  Group  A.,  sub-groups  Land  EL, several 
of  these  came  from  ships  on  arrival.  One  case  of  death  from 
typhoid  is  recorded ;  the  disease  was  well  marked,  typical  during 
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Bmvtnu.     '^^®'  ^'^^  ^^  ^^^  morbid  intestinal  post  mortem  revelations.     The 
...^        man  bad  been  on  leave  at  Somerset,  and  had  slept  in  the  open  air 
all  night. 

One  man  di^d  from  compression  of  the  brain  a  few  hours  after 
sustaining  a  fracture  of  the  skull.  An  oflBcer  belonging  to  H.M.S. 
<<  Emerald  ^  likewise  died  from  the  same  cause,  the  fatal  injury 
haying  been  received  on  the  race-course.  Of  the  four  deaths 
fix>m  pneumonia,  two  occurred  in  coloured  men,  one  of  these  was 
in  Somerset,  where  the  case  was  under  treatpient  by  a  civil 
practitioner.  The  third  case  belonged  to  the  Training  Squadron, 
the  fonrth  to  H.M.S.  ''  Bellerophon."  The  eighth  death  recorded 
in  the  table  ^uras  from  drowning.  A  private  sail  boat  was  capsized, 
in  whioh  were  four  men,  one  of  whom  was  a  dockyard  labourer. 

Dockyard. 

The  average  number  of  women  and  children  remains  as  in  1885, 
viz.,  260.  The  health  of  these  has  been  satisfactory,  no  zymotic 
disease  ha^nng  made  its  appearance  amon^  them.  The  deaths 
were  three  in  number,  viz.,  one  Irom  pelvic  abscess  and  peritonitis ; 
one  fix>m  rupture  of  the  uterus  during  labour ;  one  from  meningitis 
in  a  girl  aged  three  years. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

12.  The  value  of  the  imports  in  1886  was  279,190/.  against 
237,0892.  in  1885.     This  total  embraces  the  following:— 

Imports  from^^ 

£ 
United  Kingdom  -  -  .      79,037 

British  Colonies  ...      20,294 

Foreign  countries  ...     179,859 

The  total  valpi^  of  export*  from  the  Colony  amounted  to 
75,822/.  against  84,596  in  the  previous  year.  The  subdivisions 
being : — 


Szports  to — 

£ 

dnited  Kingdom 
British  Colonies 

-      2,861 
839 

Foieign  countries 

-    72,122 

13.  The  falling  off  in  the  total  exports  is  due  to  the  parual 
failure  of  the  crop  of  onions  and  potatoes,  and  to  considerable  and 
prolonged  agricultural  depression,  which  has  now  prevailed  for 
some  wree  or  four  years. 

14.  A  new  industry,  however,  is  springing  up,  and  is  to  be 
hoped  that  a  revival  in  the  producing  powers  of  the  islands  will 
follow  thereon.     Large  quantities  of  the  Bermuda  Easter  Lily 
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{Lilittm  Langiflorum)  are  yearly  raised  for  the  New  York  and  Bbrmuda. 
other  American  markets;  the  bulbs  after  three  years*  nursing 
finding  a  ready  and  remunerative  sale  in  the  cities  of  the 
neighbouring  Continent.  The  buds  are  also  shipped  in  consider- 
able quantities  for  New  York,  and  even  for  Canada.  Carefully 
packed^  they  travel  for  a  week  or  longer,  and  then  blossom  in  the 
cold  climates  to  which  they  may  be  sent. 

16.  Moreover,  the  increasing  influx  of  winter  vitttors  to  these 
islands  adds  considerably  to  their  local  trade,  and  the  merchant 
and  shopkeeper  benefit  in  a  very  marked  degree  by  the  presence 
of  strangers  from  December  to  May,  who  are  ever  ready  to 
purchase  goods  in  what  must  of  necessity  appear  to  them  a  very 
cheap  marlet  And  what  is  lost  in  agriculture  properly  so  called 
it  is  hoped  may  be  made  up  by  the  new  branch  of  trade  referred 
to  above,  and  by  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  the  islands 
during  what  has  now  become  the  regular  winter  tourist  season 
for  Americans  and  Canadians. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

16.  Four  hundred  and  fourteen  offences  were  reported  to  the 
police,  against  the  previous  year's  return  of  384 ;  392  persons  were 
apprehended  by  the  police  or  summoned  before  magistrates,  showing 
an  increase  of  38  on  the  total  of  1885.  245  were  summarily  con- 
victed ;  56  were  discharged,  and  75  cases  were  dismissed  on  their 
merits,  whilst  16  were  committed  for  trial  in  superior  oouru.  Of 
the  summary  convictions,  100  were  for  offences  against  the  person ; 
7  for  pnedial  larceny  ;  10  for  offences  against  property ;  and  128 
for  "  other  offences." 

17.  In  the  superior  courts,  four  convictions  were  obtained  on 
indictments  for  offences  against  the  person,  and  seven  on  those 
for  offences  against  property,  whilst  there  were  five  acquittals  in 
the  higher  tribunals.  One  case  of  manslaughter  was  proved  and 
a  conviction  obtained,  and  one  fell  through. 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

18.  One  hundred  and  ninety  seven  persons  were  committed  to 
gaol,  of  which  number  122  were  sent  to  the  Hamilton  and  75  to 
the  St.  George's  Prison.  144  men,  32  women,  and  51  juveniles 
were  included  in  the  above  totals.  112  were  sent  for  penal 
punishment,  of  whom  32  had  been  previously  convicted  once, 
19  twice,  and  47  three  times  or  over.  29  were  sentenced  to 
over  one,  and  under  five,  years'  imprisonment,  seven  for  more 
than  three  months  and  less  than  one  year,  and  56  for  less  than 
three  months.  The  number  of  admissions  to  hospital  was  34; 
the  daily  average  sick  in  Hamilton  gaol  was  one  third  and  in 
St  Gkorge  one  and  two  thirds. 

19.  Although  there  is  an  increase  in  the  number  of  criminal 
offences  reported  and  dealt  with,  the  Colony  still  keeps  up  its 
reputation  for  a  marked  absence  of  regular  and  systematic  law 
breaking.    The   people  are  peaceable,  well  disposed,  and  Uw-^ 
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BiBXuiu.  abiding,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  satisfaction  that  such  is  the  case, 
for  the  machinery  of  the  police  establishment,  the  magisterial 
courts,  and  the  prisons  is  far  from  adequate,  and  in  case  of  any 
serious  disturbance  much  difficulty  would  be  experienced  in  taking 
preventive  measures  against  breaches  of  the  peace  by  the  populace. 

Public  Institutions. 

20.  The  report  on  the  lunatic  asylum  shows  that  there  were 
six  admissions  during  the  year :  three  males  and  three  females. 

The  daily  average  was  33;  of  which  15  were  men  and  18 
women;  three  patients  were  discharged,  and  two  died.  The  cost 
of  the  establishment  showed  no  increase  on  last  year's  figures ; 
and  the  approximate  cost  of  maintenance  of  each  patient  may  be 
talcen,  including  the  amount  expended  by  the  Treasury  on  salaries 
of  officers,  at  44/.  per  annum. 

Education. 

21.  The  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  not  being  completed 

I  am  unable  to  give  any  particulars  on  this  head. 

MeteorobfficaL 

22.  Towards  the  end  of  1886  fresh  instruments  for  taking 
weather  observations  were  imported  by  order  of  the  Qovemor  in 
Council,  and  have  been  distributed  amongst  those  who  are  most 
interested  in  this  important  subject  Although  a  proper  system 
of  tables  of  reports  and  returns  has  not  as  yet  been  thoroughly 
set  in  working  order,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  present  year  will 
show  as  complete  observations  on  the  weather  as  are  possible  in 
these  islands. 

23.  I  have  added  to  this  report  a  table  which  has  been  kindly 
furnished  me  by  the  librarian  of  readings  taken  by  him  in  the 
public  building  in  this  town.  This  report  shows  that  the  mean 
temperature  for  the  year  was  73*2^,  the  mean  height  of  the 
barometer  30*056%  and  the  rain  fall  59*73  inches.  In  June  1*20 
inches  only  of  rain  fell,  whilst  in  July  the  unprecedented  total  of 
17*05  inches  is  recorded. 

24.  Deputv  Surgeon-Greneral  M.  Waistell  Cowan,  R.N.,  has 
also  fumished  me  with  a  meteorological  table  of  readings  taken 
at  the  Royal  Naval  Hospital^  Ireland  Island,  which  gives  as  a 
mean  of  temperature  for  the  year  the  figures  72*28°  taken  in  the 
verandah;  69*87^  in  the  hall;  and  69*85^  in  water. 

The  mean  height  of  the  barometer  was  30*18^;  and  the  obser- 
vations of  the  wind  direction  were  as  follows :  from  south,  130 
days  (July  and  August  each  21  days);  north,  70  (March  16, 
October  12,  and  January  10) ;  east,  52  (September  17  and  April 

II  days) ;  calm,  52  (November  13) ;  and  westward,  38  days. 

General 

25.  The  building  of  the  new  Government  House  was  com- 
menced dtiring  the  year  under  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
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Public  Works,  and  the  supervision  of  a  derk  of  works  sent  from     Bsbhuda. 
Edinburgh  for  the  purpose  by  the  architects  of  the  work.  

26.  Considerable  progress  was  also  made  in  the  rebuilding  of 
Trinity  Church,  Hamilton,  which  was  burnt  down  in  1884,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  sufficient  funds  will  be  forthcoming  to  com- 
plete a  building  which,  given  the  means,  promises  to  be  worthy 
of  the  object  to  which  it  has  been  dedicated. 

27.  To  Mr.  William  Cox,  one  of  the  leading  merchants  of  the 
Colony,  I  am  indebted  for  some  general  remarks  on  trade  and 
agriculture. 

28.  Mr.  Cox  observes  that ''  Bermuda  has  five  different  sources 
"  from  whence  to  derive  employment  for  the  people : — 

"  (1.)  Work  offered  by  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

*'(2.S  Agriculture. 

''  (3.)  Labour  about  wrecked  and  distressed  vessels. 

"(4.)  Fishing. 

*'  (5.)  Trade  with  the  American  tourists. 

**  29.  The  employment  in  labour  for  the  Imperial  Government 
''  is  a  steady  source  of  income  for  civilians,  and  is  of  great  value. 

'^  30.  Agriculture  does  not  seem  to  slacken  either  in  its  demand 
^  for  labour  or  its  promise  of  yield.  Florida  and  California  are 
*'  often  quoted  by  pessimists  as  threatening  to  destroy  the  trade 
"  in  the  few  staples  of  Bermudian  exports,  but  there  will  always 
''  be  people  in  the  United  States  who  will  consume  the  70,000il 
"  or  80,000/.  of  our  Island's  exports  just  because  they  happen  to 
'*  arrive  in  the  right  season. 

**31.  Distressed  vessel  work  is  on  the  wane.  There  is  less 
''  distress  in  steam  vessels  than  amongst  sailing  ships,  and  sailing 
**  vessels  are  largely  giving  way  before  steamships.  The  more 
''  rapid  means  of  transport,  and  the  more  stringent  efforts  to 
*^  prevent  needless  sacrinces  in  vessels,  have  rendered  the  Colony 
''  less  desirable  as  a  resort  for  masters  of  vessels  who  may  be 
**  careless  of  the  interests  of  their  employers,  and  willing  to 
''  incur  expenses  which  might  perhaps  be  avoided. 

'^  32.  Fishing  helps  to  maintain  many  families,  but  whilst  the 
**  supply  of  groupers,  rock,  and  other  coarse  fish  is  apparently 
^  inexhaustible,  measures  might  with  advantage  be  taken  to 
'^  prevent  hauling  by  nets  the  young  of  porgies,  jack  fish,  amber 
''  fishy  and  snappers. 

"33.  At  least  1,000  strangers  from  the  United  States  and 
^  Canada  visited  Bermuda  during  1886,  and  by  them  a  consider- 
''  able  sum  of  money  was  expended  in  the  Colony. 

"  34.  Agriculture,  although  comparatively  speaking  depressed, 
^  may  be  reported  on  as  not  entirely  unsuccessful.  The  year 
^'  began  with  alarm  about  the  young  onion  plants,  which  had 
**  developed  blight,  and  of  too  little  water  from  absence  of  rain, 
'<  but  in  the  long  run  the  season  furnished  fair  prices ;  prices 
^^  which  for  tomatos  were  so  much  better  than  those  of  previous 
'^  years  as  to  stimulate  a  larger  attention  towards  this  class  of 
'*  product.  There  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  the  dwindling  in 
"  the  demand  for  tomatos  from  year  to  year  has  been  due  to  th^ 
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BsucuDi.     '^  inferior  quality  packed,  a  remedy  for  which  would  have  been 
—        *'  the  appointment  of  an  inspector  armed  with  power  to  open 
'^  and  to  condemn,  if  necessary,  unsuitable  shipments  whenever 
*'  found" 

Recapitulation  of  Returns, 

35.  The  table  which  is  prepared  for  the  Board  of  Trade  Statis- 
tical Abstract,  and  which  nas  been  accepted  by  that  department, 
has  been  appended  to  this  report 

Population. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

18S5        - 

1SS6        ... 

7,825 
7,892 

7,712 

7,785 

15,037 
15,177 

1885. 

1886. 

GiOM  amount  of  public  revenue  -           .          . 

28,693 

30,518 

GroM  amount  of  public  expenditure 

29,096 

28,432 

Cuftoms  revenue  -          .... 

23,286 

24,782 

Publiodebt 

5,284 

7,214 

Tons. 
215,981 

Tons. 
281,528 

183,442 

233,883 

Tonnage  offordgnvesselB  entered  and  cleared    - 

32,539 

38,944 

Tonnage  of  sailing  vessels  entered  and  cleared    . 

57,450 

62,004 

158,531 

219,524 

Value  of  total  imports     .... 

237,839 

A 
279,190 

Value  of  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom 

67,915 

79,087 

Value  of  total  exports       .           .           .           - 

84,596 

75,822 

Value  of  total  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom 

2,905 

2,861 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)        Cavendish  Botle, 
His  Excellency  Colonial  Secretary. 

Lieut.-Genefal  T.  L.  Gallwey,  R.B., 
Governor  and  Conimander- 
in-Chief>  Bermuda. 
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Temperature,  Height  of  Barometer,  and  Rainfall,  with  Direction     Bbrmupa. 
of  Wind  at  the  Public  BuildingSy  Hamilton,  for  the  Year  1886. 


Observations  at  10  a.m.   12  m,   3pjn. 

— 

Mean 
Tem- 

l^e. 

Mean 
Height 
of  Bar- 
ometer. 

Bain&U. 

Direction  of  Wind. 

H. 

ir.B. 

B. 

SJi. 

8. 

8.W. 

w. 

ir.w. 

Janiuury  - 

66*5 

29*974 

4*85 

3 

4 

12 

3 

21 

9 

20 

PebroAry 

66* 

SO'060 

6*68 

3 

6 

14 

8 

18 

8 

17 

MaKh     .      . 

6S'4 

99*978 

6*09 

8 

0 

12 

0 

17 

11 

28 

April       .      . 

68*8 

80*029 

1*26 

0 

0 

28 

15 

4 

10 

9 

8 

May.      .      . 

70-8 

90*000 

2*27 

15 

10 

6 

U 

7 

14 

6 

June 

76-8 

80*061 

1*20 

9 

13 

8 

6 

23 

8 

Jnly       .      . 

80' 

80*098 

17*06 

4 

7 

11 

7 

39 

2 

Aoguit    .      . 

82-S 

80*100 

4*86 

0 

8 

23 

10 

30 

3 

September     • 

82- 

80*085 

8*69 

3 

19 

8 

38 

13 

7 

3 

Ootob«r  •      . 

78- 

80*084 

4*09 

11 

21 

12 

5 

8 

17 

3 

NoTember      • 

78- 

80*003 

6*91 

18 

6 

12 

10  • 

7 

4 

6 

21 

December 

71* 

80*172 

3*88 

4 

13 

5 

10 

8 

14 

3 

15 

Tew.      . 

78-9 

80*066 

69*73 

78 

91 

103 

163 

81 

209 

70 

196 

HELIGOLAND. 


HlUOOLAllD. 


No.  20. 


GoYomor  J.  T.  N.  CVBrien,  C.M.G.,to  the  Right  Hon. 
Sib  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.  aO.M.G.,  M.P. 

Sib,  Heligoland,  March  9,  1887. 

In  forwarding  the  accompanying  Blue  Book  i^eturns  of 
this  Colony  for  the  past  year,  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  report  that 
the  prosperity  of  the  island  has  increased ;  for  the  bathing  season, 
on  which  the  existence  of  the  inhabitants  almost  entirely  depends, 
was  an  exceptionally  good  one,  the  number  (26)  of  regular 
steamers  pljring  weekly  between  this  and  the  continent  in  the 
height  of  the  season  having  raised  the  total  of  our  visitors  to  8,334, 
an  excess  of  994  over  the  previous  year,  exclusive  of  some  4,000 
to  5,000  excursionists,  whose  stay  did  not  exceed  24  hours,  the 
consequence  being  that  Heligoland  which  in  1881  was  crushed  by, 
for  it,  a  heavy  and  steadily  augmenting  debt,  now  for  the  first 
time,  I  believe,  since  it  has  been  imder  the  British  flag,  has  been 
enable  to  free  itself  from  its  liabilities. 
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Political 

The  only  event  of  importance  in  1886  under  this  head  was  a 
visit  paid  to  the  island  by  their  Boyal  Highnesses  the  Duke  and 
Duchess  of  Connaught,  who  landed  for  a  couple  of  hours  in  the 
early  springs  when  unfortunately  the  season  had  not  commenced, 
and  Government  House  was  under  repair  and  uninhabited^  so  the 
island  I  fear  did  not  appear  to  advantage^  though  the  islanders 
much  appreciated  the  honour  of  the  visit 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

The  gross  revenue  for  1886  amounted  to  11,715/.  lOs.  2d. ; 
deducting  from  this  the  imperial  grant  in  aid  of  2,500/.,  plus  profit 
on  exchange  35/.  2$.,  and  an  extraordinary  receipt  for  salvage  of 
505/.,  the  nett  revenue  came  to  8,675/.  85.  2rf,,  while  the  gross 
expenditure  of  11,786/.  19^.  9rf.  after  making  a  deduction  of  the 
above  sums,  which  were  devoted  to  clearing  off  part  of  the  island 
debt,  gives  a  total  of  8,746/.  175.  9rf.  as  the  expenditure  of  the 
Golony  from  normal  local  sources  during  the  past  twelve  months. 

Comparison  of  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

From  the  gradual  introduction  of  a  proper  system  of  audit  and 
accounts,  from  the  suppression  of  abuses,  the  licensing  of  trades, 
stricter  collection  of  revenue,  and  the  establishment  of  salutary 
checks,  both  in  details  of  receipts  and  expenditure,  but  above  all 
from  the  increasing  popularity  of  the  island  as  a  bathing  and 
health  resort,  together  with  the  greater  facilities  of  access  now 
existing,  our  revenue  under  all  heads,  especially  those  affected  by 
the  bathing  season,  again  shows  an  increase,  an  increase,  however, 
which  at  first  sight  would  appear  not  to  be  in  proportion  with  tfiat 
of  the  number  oT  visitors,  which  discrepancy  is  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  since  branch  steamers  run  between  this  and  the  other 
North  Sea  bathing  places  Heligoland  becomes  included  in  circular 
tours  and  similar  excursions,  so  that  the  average  stay  of  our  guests  is 
much  less  than  formerly,  besides  which  with  such  constant  com- 
munication business  men  can  now  run  over  from  Hamburg  or 
Bremen,  leave  their  families  and  return  two  or  three  times  during 
their  stay  with  little  or  no  inconvenience,  which  was  impossible 
formerly,  thus  adding  to  the  number  of  our  bathing  guests. 

If  in  the  past  year  the  expenditure  is  also  higher  than  in  the 
previous  one,  it  is  consequent  on  the  greater  requirements  of  our 
visitors,  on  a  larger  sum  being  devoted  to  clear  off  our  debt,  and 
that  on  my  seeing  that  our  increased  resources  enabled  me  to 
spend  more  money,  I  carried  out  several  urgently  needed  works 
of  utility* 

Public  Works. 

The  principal  flight  of  wooden  steps  leading  from  the  lower  to 
the  upper  town  have  been  replaced  by  others  of  solid  material. 
The  bulwark  which  protects  the  lower  town  from  the  sea  has 
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been  almost  entirely  renewed^  the  pier  was  patched  up  so  as  to  Heugolahd. 

last  for  the  year,  an  expensive  repair.     Works  for  the  protection 

of  Sandy  Island  were  constructed  with  satisfactory  results,  and  a 

wire  fence  was  put  along  the  greater  part  of  the  upper  cliff  to 

prevent  accidents,  which  services  represent  the  chief  works  of 

importance  executed  in  1886,  irrespective  of  repairs  to  streets  and 

public  buildings. 

Leffislatian. 

Three  ordinances  were  enacted  by  me  during  the  past  twelve 
months,  two  at  the  instigation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  viz  :— 

No.  1  of  1886.  To  prohibit  the  sale  of  spirits  on  board  of  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  and  No.  2  of  1886  (which  in  its  then  shape  has 
not  been  confirmed),  to  protect  the  Post  Office  and  render  punish* 
able  the  sale,  manufacture,  &c.  of  spurious  stamps,  whether  local  or 
belonging  to  other  countries.  The  third  law.  No.  3  of  1886,  was 
a  much  needed  ordinance,  and  is  the  first  sanitary  law  enacted  in 
this  Colony. 

Civil  Service,  Pensions,  Sfc. 

There  have  been  no  mutations  in  the  service  or  pensions  granted 
during  the  year. 

Government  House  has  been  repaired;  the  furniture,  24  or 
more  years  old,  is,  by  being  re-covered  when  required  and  being 
properly  attended  to,  serviceable;  the  Governor  has,  however, 
hitherto  been  obliged  to  supply  glass,  crockery,  plate,  cutlery,  &c., 
which  are  needed  to  place  the  Colony  on  a  par  with  other  Govern- 
ments (vide  Chapter  IX.,  Sec.  II.,  Coin.  Regl.). 

Population, 

There  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  the  inhabitants,  the 
total  of  which  emigration  keeps  almost  stationary.  The  number 
of  deaths,  viz.,  33,  or  31  when  reduced  by  one  suicide  and  by  the 
death  of  a  visitor  during  the  season,  continues  to  prove  by  the 
longevity  of  the  inhabitants  the  healthiness  of  Heligoland,  as  the 
average  length  of  life  is  61  years,  for  out  of  the  above  31,  22  died 
at  advanced  ages  between  60  and  90. 

Post  Office. 

As  the  progress  of  the  Colony,  especially  in  the  absence  of  banks, 
which  throws  so  much  more  money  order  business  on  this  Depart- 
ment, can  be  better  Judged  by  postal  statistics  than  by  any  other 
data  at  my  disposal,  I  would  beg  to  draw  attention  to  the  following 
figures,  those  for  1881  representing  the  work  of  that  office  prior  to 
my  assuming  charge  (for  though  sworn  in  in  October  1881  I  did 
not  virtually  begin  my  administration  till  January  1882),  while 
those  for  the  sub^quent  years  show  the  gradual  rise  that  has  since 
taken  place  in  what  I  hope  may  be  considered  the  prosperity  of 
Heligoland,  due  greatly  to  the  opening  of  the  railway  to  our  nearest 
port,  Cuzhaven. 
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HBLiaOLAKD. 


Received  in  Heligoland. 


Namber  of 

Nmnber 
of  Letters 
of  Value 
declared. 

Amount 
in  Letters 
of  Value 
declared. 

Number 
of  Port 
Money 
Orders. 

Amount 
of  Port 
Money 
Orders. 

Tear. 

Letters. 

Cards. 

Book 
Post. 

Piroels. 

1881  •      • 

1882  -      - 

1883  -       • 

1884  •       . 
1886  .       . 
1886  .       . 

26^1 
82,288 
85,628 
88,013 
3M00 
48,066 

3,888 
6,664 
6,734 
8,006 
8,267 
8,280 

8,976 
16,463 
16,324 
16,079 
17,099 
17,983 

2.263 
2323 
2,963 
3,713 
3310 
3363 

244 
261 
321 
287 
288 
314 

6,761 
7360 
7311 
7A62 
8366 
8386 

647 
603 
668 
694 
688 
704 

2,681 
2331 
2306 
2388 
2^783 
2336 

Despatched  frmn  Heligoland, 


Number  of 

Number 
of  Letters 
of  Value 
declared. 

Amount 
of  Letters 
of  Value 
declared. 

Number 
of  Port 
Money 
Orders. 

Amount 
of  Port 
Money 
Orden. 

Tew. 

Letters. 

Port 
Cards. 

Book 
Post. 

Parcel*. 

1881  •       • 

23,069 

12322 

363 

1379 

138 

£ 
6370 

1.664 

£ 
9306 

1882  .       - 

29349 

18,887 

781 

1.495 

178 

8,466 

1.647 

9.128 

1883  -       . 

32366 

21«40S 

894 

1.666 

224 

9,917 

1379 

9,731 

1884  •       . 

86303 

28,410 

806 

2343 

294 

12316 

^246 

10337 

1886  .       - 

38341 

28,686 

1.474 

2330 

270 

12377 

2307 

10,780 

1886  -       - 

37360 

39,074 

1.421 

^414 

248 

13389 

2314 

10388 

Postal  Savings  Bank 

When,  under  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1883,  I,  on  the  Ist  of  July  of 
that  year,  started  this  institution  it  was  looked  upon  by  these  sus- 
picious and  peculiar  people  as  a  trap  set  to  find  out  their  means,  so 
as  to  increase  taxation ;  hence  the  sum  first  shown  in  the  annexed 
return  represents  the  deposits  of  certain  local  funds  and  charities, 
together  with  those  of  not  more  than  two  or  three  adults,  the 
remainder  of  the  304  depositors  being  children  to  whom  a  card  with 
a  stamp  on  it  was  given,  which  on  being  filled  up  to  the  value  of  a 
mark  was  received  as  a  first  deposit  so  as  to  open  an  account;  this  I 
am  happy  to  say  has  succeeded  beyond  my  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, for  while  the  several  fund  monies  have  remained  somewhat 
stationary,  the  number  of  depositors  has  doubled  (including  several 
children  who  have  in  the  meanwhile  reached  to  man's  estate),  and 
in  addition  a  considerable  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  number 
of  adults  placing  money  in  the  bank.  Thus  the  amount  in  deposit 
has  more  than  quadrupled,  showing,  1  am  happy  to  say,  that  habits 
of  thrift  and  economy  are  gaining  such  ground  as  to  lead  me  to 
hope  that  in  a  few  years  ready  money  transactions  may  take  the 
place  of  the  hand  to  mouth  and  universal  system  of  credit  which 
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has  always  existed  and  which  ip  ope  of  the  banes  of  the  Colony  ;  .  Hibliooland. 
it  is,  however,  very  diiBcult  to  expect  to  get  anything  like  progress 
oat  of  a  Heligolander. 


Progr 

ess  of  the  Postal  Savings  Bank  from  July  \st  1883  to 

December  Z\st  1886. 

i 

1"^ 

'1 

§5 

^1 
^1 

II 

^1 
"sis 

III 

Total    Amount 
standing     to 
Credit,  inchi- 
sive  of  Inter- 
ests. 

fi 

^ 

t^ 

H* 

^ 

^ 

J5 

Ms.  pf. 

Ms.pf. 

^SJ- 

Ms.  pf. 

1888     -       - 

804 

8,817    0 

8 

18    0 

112 

3 

loe 

8,83130 

1884     -       - 

26S 

6,418    0 

24 

979  20 

140  80 

88 

14 

183 

9,419  90 

1885     -       - 

196 

6,827  75 

45 

5,787  90 

220  96 

81 

18 

146 

9,680  70 

1886     -       - 

188 

7,278  36 

47 

9325  20 

268  65 

23 

16 

153 

18,398  40 

Education. 

English,  which  up  to  January  1884  was  greatly  neglected,  is  now 
making  good  progress  under  a  competent  master,  so  that, 
encouragra  by  prizes  which  I  offer  yearly  from  my  private  purse, 
now  no  child  leaves  school  who  cannot  read,  write,  and  speak  our 
language  intelligibly,  while  some  have  acquired  it  in  a  remarkable 
degree.  Our  school  buildings,  originally  built  by  England,  though 
good  in  themselves  are  objectionable ;  the  classes,  as  will  be  seen, 
are  very  large,  too  much  so  for  the  class  rooms,  so  that  with  in- 
sufficient cubic  space  they  are  seriously  defective  on  hygienic 
grounds,  while  the  number  of  children  is  too  great  for  proper 
supervision  and  tuition ;  moreover  instruction  proper  for  females, 
and  the  separation  of  the  boys  from  the  girls,  especially  in  the 
higher  classes,  is  from  a  moral  point  of  view  essential ;  all  steps 
however  towards  remedying  these  grave  defects  have  till  this  year, 
from  the  ever  present  want  of  fimds,  been  impossible ;  in  1886 
however  a  small  beginning  has  been  made,  as  a  site  adjacent  to 
our  school  house  has  been  purchased  in  the  hope  that  with  better 
days  the  Colony  will  be  in  a  position,  as  soon  as  its  more  needed 
wants  have  been  supplied,  to  incur  the  necessary  outlay  both  for 
a  new  building  and  a  proper  female  teacher. 

Fisheries. 

The  spring  fishing  of  1886  was  good,  but  that  of  the  winter 
was  a  complete  failure,  for  instead  of  as  usual  going  out  from  20 
to  25  days,  from  October  to  31st  December,  our  fleet  could  only 
fish  once  up  to  that  latter  date,  though  they  might  have  done  so 
perhaps  two  or  three  times  oftener  were  it  not  that  the  ease  with 
which  money  is  made  during  the  season  has  its  enervating  effect 
on  a  population  singularly  wanting  in  energy,  probably  through 
the  results  of  isolation  and  the  want  of  competition. 
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Hbuoolamd.  Crimen 


There  has  been  no  serious  local  crime  necessitating  a  trial  by 
the  Court  of  Sessions  during  the  year,  the  work  of  that  court  being 
confined  to  trials  of  civil  cases^  attempts  at  smugglings  &C.9  &c., 
while  in  the  Magistrate's  or  lower  Court  nothing  has  occured  that 
could  not  be  met  by  the  infliction  of  a  small  fine  or  a  few  days 
confinement  in  our  prison  cells. 

Hospital  and  Lunatic  Asylum. 

The  hospital  is  only  used  in  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  of 
which  there  have  been  none,  and  for  sailors  or  others  having  no  fixed 
domicile,  the  Heligolanders  being  treated  at  home.  I  am  sorry  to 
say  as  regards  lunatics  that  as  we  have  two  absolutely  mad  people 
(who  are  looked  after  by  their  relatives,  one  being  partly  main- 
tained nt  the  public  expense)  a  proper  asylum  would  appear  to 
be  very  desirable,  or  better  still  the  affiliation  of  this  island  to 
some  such  iudtitution  elsewhere,  as,  doubtless  owing  to  the  efiect 
of  intermarriage  for  generations  in  so  small  a  community,  we  have 
some  40  unfortunates  who  are  more  or  less  mentally  afflicted, 
some  of  whom  might  at  any  moment  require  to  be  placed  under 
restraint. 

Charitable  and  Literary  Institutions, 

No  such  public  institutions  exist,  and  till  last  year  no  private 
attempt  had  been  made  in  thb  direction,  till  last  winter,  when 
seeing  the  want  of  some  means  of  affording  rational  amusement 
for  our  fishermen  and  working  classes,  I,  aided  by  subscriptions 
and  donations  from  friends  and  visitors,  started  a  public  reading 
room  and  library,  so  that  now  with  600  volumes  and  several 
papers,  illustrated  and  others,  both  in  English  and  German,  in  a 
well  lighted  and  heated  room,  some  40  to  60  of  our  people  assemble 
nightly,  and  thus  obtain  in  entertainment  instruction  with  an 
insight  into  the  doings  of  the  outer  world,  which  is  sadly  needed 
here.  I  am  therefore  in  hopes  that  with  time  this  institution  may 
wean  many  from  the  attractions  of  the  drink  shops  and  pave  the 
way  to  more  enlightened  and  enlarged  ideas,  by  removing  the 
many  prejudices  peculiar  to  such  an  old  &shioned  race,  and  perhaps 
even  it  may  eventually  be  the  means  of  evoking  a  feeling  of 
patriotism  and  progress  in  place  of  the  spirit  of  dogged  opposi- 
tion to  every  modern  improvement  or  reform  now  so  characteristic 
of  the  Heligolanders. 

I  have,  &a 
(Signed)        T.  O'Brien,  Lt-CoU 

Governor. 
To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  M.P. 
&c  &c  &c. 
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GOLD  COAST. 


No.  21.  Gold  Coast. 

The  Right  Hon.  Edward  Stanhope,  M.P.,  to  Governor 
W.  Brandford  Gritpith,  O.M.G.' 

Sir,  Downing  Street,  October  20,  1886. 

I  hate  had  under  consideration  your  Despatch  of  the  9th 
of  August  last,*  transmitting  the  sanitary  reports  of  the  Gold 
Coast  Colony  for  the  Year  1885. 

These  reports  contain  matter  of  much  interest  and  reflect  credit 
upon  Dr.  McCarthy  and  the  medical  staff  of  the  Colony.  It  is, 
however,  somewhat  disadvantageous  to  receive  them  so  long  after 
the  period  to  which  they  relate,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
regularly  the  shorter  quarterly  reports  referred  to  in  my  prede- 
cessor's Despatch  of  the  2l8t  of  July  last.  I  have  read  with  great 
concern  the  description  of  the  extremely  unsatisfactory  sanitary 
condition  of  the  diflerent  stations.  Almost  without  exception 
they  appear  still  to  be  deficient  in  the  most  ordinary  sanitary 
requirements.  Except  at  Axim  and  Danoe  there  is  a  lamentable 
insufficiency  of  water  reservoirs.  Additional  latrines  appear  to 
be  required  at  every  station.  Quittah  is  without  a  decent  hospital 
and  I  understand  that  more  dispensaries  are  much  needed.  Even 
at  the  capital,  Accra,  there  seems  to  be  great  scarcity  of  water,  and 
quite  inadequate  sanitary  arrangements,  while  such  urgent  wants 
as  a  cemetery  and  the  aestruction  of  the  cactus  have  still  to  be 
postponed. 

I  am  aware  that  you  are  fully  conscious  of  the  need  for  attention 
to  these  matters,  and  I  notice  that  you  have  already  taken  action 
wherever  possible,  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of 
your  medical  advisers.  I  fully  appreciate  also  the  difficulties 
under  which  the  Government  labours  at  the  Gk>ld  Coast,  and  I 
feel  sure  that  you  have  already  done  all  you  can  in  the  matter. 

Nevertheless,  I  cannot  refrain  from  observing  that  it  is  not 
woiihy  of  a  civilised  Goyernment  to  leave  such  evils  unredressed 
while  receiving  a  large  annual  surplus  revenue.  The  Public 
Works  Department  should  make  a  special  effort  to  carry  out  such 
of  these  recommendations  as  are  endorsed  by  you  during  the 
coming  year.  In  order  to  assist  them  in  this  work  I  have 
authorised  the  Crown  Agents  to  send  out  another  foreman  of 
works  at  once,  and  I  shall  be  prepared  to  approve  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  second  if  you  think  the  sanitary  works  in  question 
cannot  otherwise  be  completed  within  the  year. 

It  appears,  indeed,  as  if  there  could  be  found  continuous 
employment  for  one  foreman  of  works  at  each  station.    At  present 

♦  No.  5. 
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Gold  Coast,  there  are  nsnally  only  four  or  five  in  the  Colony  at  one  dme.     I 

.  request  that  you  will  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  well  to 

place  one  foreman  permanently  at  each  station  where  works  are 

required,  and  let  him  carry  out,  one  after  another,  the  whole  of 

the  works  there  called  for. 

Tou  will  gather  that  I  am  specially  anxious  that  the 
present  unsatisractory  state  of  affairs  should  be  put  a  stop  to  at 
once.  The  Colony  has  a  considerable  sum  of  money  available  for 
such  services,  and  I  trust  that  the  nert  (quarterly)  reports  will 
show  that  good  progress  has  been  made,  and  that  those  for  1 887 
will  describe  a  different  state  of  things^  proving  that  well  directed 
and  continuous  efforts  have  been  kept  up  to  cope  with  the 
grave  evils  which  have  often  formed  the  subject  of  reports  and 
despatches^  and  are  now  still  more  fully  exposed. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)        Edwabd  Stanhope. 
Governor  Griffith. 


GOLD  COAST. 


No.  22. 


ITie  Right  Hon.  Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.  M.P., 
to  Governor  W.  Bbandpobd  Griffith,  C.M.G. 

Downing  Street, 
Sib,  February  11,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Despatch  of  7ih  ultimo*,  forwarding  the  Colonial  Secretary's  report 
on  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  for  1884,  with  an 
explanation  of  the  delay  which  has  occurred  in  its  transmission. 

I  cannot  but  regret  this  delay,  as  it,  of  course,  considerably 
affects  the  value  of  the  report. 

This  office  has  taken  frequent  opportunities  of  impressing  upon 
the  Gt>vernors  of  Colonies  the  importance  of  early  transmission  of 
the  Blue  Books,  and  the  reports  which  should  accompany  them, 
and  the  publication  of  periodical  returns  of  old  date  reflects  dis- 
credit on  the  Colonial  Governments  which  fail  to  send  them  home 
with  punctuality. 

I  have,  &c. 

Governor  Griffith.  (Signed)        H.  T.  Holland. 

♦  No.  1. 
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LAGOS.  i^Aoos. 

No  1 

Govornor  Alfred  Moloney  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Lagos, 
Sib,  August  16, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  report  x>n  the  Blue  Book 
for  1886  of  this  Colony  by  the  Colonial  S^retary,  Mr,  V.  Evans^ 
C.M.G. 

Lagos  was  only  erected  into  a  separate  colony  on  the 
Ist  January  1886,  and  for  the  previous  year  its  Blue  Book  was 
supplied  on  the  2nd  April  1886  to  the  Gold  Coast  Colony,  of 
which  up  to  the  end  of  1886  it  formed  part. 

The  fiulure  on  the  part  of  the  Gt>ld  Coast  to  render 
separately  the  Blue  Book  for  1885  of  Lagoe  has  necessitated 
present  rendition. 

I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)        Alfbed  Moloney, 
The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Sir  Henry  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.O.M.G.,  M.P., 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


Beport  on  the  Blue  Book  of  Laoos  for  the  Yeab  1885. 
Taxes  and  Duties. 
There  was  no  alteration  during  the  year* 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

The  revenue  was  the  largest  ever  collect^  by  the  Government 
in  Lagos.  It  amounted  to  63,504/.  18«.  \\d.  and  was  4,115/. 
more  than  the  next  largest  on  record,  that  of  the  year  1877,  which 
was  69,390/.  The  expenditure  is  given  as  40v313Zi  13«.  2d,,  but 
this  represents  the  local  disbursements  only  and  does  not  include 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies,  the 
account  of  which  was  kept  at  Accra  on  the  Gold  Coast. 

Of  the  revenue,  56,108/.  55.  9d,  was  received  from  customs, 
3,337/.  5«.  id.  from  wharfage,  and  1,205/.  from  liquor  licenses. 
o    51507.       D.85.  ^  2 
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Lagos,  Of  the  expenditure  recorded  23,528/.  8*.  7cL  was  for  the  civil 

establishment,  5,928/.  2s.   for  feeding,   clothing,  &c.  prisoners, 
1,267/.  19s.  Sd  for  transport,  and  1,757/.  7*.  5d.  for  aborigines. 

Tables  showing  the  revenue  and  expenditure  under  the  several 
beads  of  receipt  and  disbursement  in  1884  and  1885  are  given 
below. 

Revenue. 


Increase  or  Deoreaae. 
1885. 

Heads  of  Booeipt. 

18M. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Customs        .         -         .         .         - 

50.755 

£ 
56^106 

£ 
5.858 

£ 

Sale  of  Govenunent  property       • 

51 

86 

— 

15 

Land  sales     .         •         •         •         • 

80 

62 

88 

— 

Land  Beyenne        •         .         .         . 

8 

8 

- 

- 

B)tta»e 

871 

873 

a 

- 

Eent»  exclusive  of  lands     -         •         . 

884 

818 

- 

81 

Lfasmei       •        • 

1.469 

MM 

88 

- 

Feesofofflce 

840 

886 

— 

14 

Tinea,  fbrfeitures,  and  fees  of  Court 

Tie 

681 

- 

85 

MiaoelUtneous         .... 

9.864 

4,040 

186 

- 

190 

860 

68 

- 

Interest  on  inyestmenta     •         •         • 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

Lighthouse  dues      .         .         -         . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ovwpajments  refunded    •         •         . 

11 

4 

- 

7 

Special  receipts       .         •        •         . 

— 

— 

.    — 

— 

57.982 

63.505 

5,665 

92 

Net  increase         • 

- 

- 

6.678 

- 

Expenditure. 


EatablSsluttents  •  •  • 

Sftlaries,  fixed     '  • 

Do.  proiisionalandtempocaiy 

Allowances  -  .  •  • 

Contingencies  .  •  • 

Gcvemor      -  .  •  • 

ExeouUre  council  -  •  • 


SliS87 

U48 

1.819 

50 


75 


20^888 

684 

1.960 

186 

80 


808 

711 
86 


618 
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Increaso  or  Decrease. 
1886. 

Heads  of  Disbursement, 

1884. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Customs  tnd  TreMory 

^447 

2,544 

^^ 

1.908 

Post  Office     - 

m 

67 

— 

140 

Public  works  and  smrey 

im 

5,928 

8.508 

— 

Marine         •         • 

m 

802 

- 

35 

Judicial 

82 

40 

8 

— 

Eoolesiistical 

69 

- 

— 

— 

Charitable  allowances 

20 

S 

— 

17 

Educational  • 

788 

624 

— 

114 

Constabulary 

515 

856 

— 

158 

Gaols  •         •         •         • 

i;wi 

1,800 

— 

281 

Medical 

1.029 

848 

— 

181 

Sanitary 

191 

194 

8 

- 

Bent   -        -         -         . 

264 

841 

77 

— 

Transport 

1.334 

1.868 

- 

«6 

Aborigines     • 

i;»7 

i;r67 

290 

- 

Misoellaneous 

8.298 

405 

— 

1,W 

Pensions  and  gratuities     - 

1,849 

148 

— 

261 

Special 

2,179 

— 

- 

- 

. 

44,684 

40,814 

5,086 

5.411 

Net  ncreasd 

■ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

825 

Lagos. 


Public  Debt 
There  was  no  public  debt 

Military/  Expenditure, 

The  Imperial  troops  were  removed  from  Lagos  in  1 870.  The 
Settlement  was  protected  during  the  year  by  an  armed  consta- 
bulary force  of  41 1  officers  and  men^  maintained  at  a  cost  of 
10,126/.  lis.  2d. 

Public  Works. 

The  repain  to  public  building  cost  2fiTAl.  155.  4d.,  but  tliis 
included  many  desirable  alterations  and  improvements  in  the 
Prison  and  Court  House;  1,732/.  9^.  2d.  was  expended  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  Five  Cowrie  Creek.  There  were  no 
other  works  of  much  importance  undertaken. 
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Lefftslation. 

Six  Ordinances  were  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  on  the 
Gold  Coast;  of  these  only  the  four  folTowing  affected  Lagos, 
namely : — 

No.  1. — For  the  payment  of  travelling  expenses. 

No.  3. — For  the  removal  of  insane  persons  to  Sierra  Leone. 

No.  5. — To  provide  for  the  service  of  the  Qo\d  Coast  Colony 
(of  which  Lagos  then  formed  a  part). 

No.  6. — To  regulate  payment  of  rent  for  gunpowder  stored  in 
Government  magasines. 


Civil  EstablUhmenU 

The  administration  of  the  Settlement  was  conducted  by  the 
under-mentioned  officers  as  ''  deputies  for  the  Governor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Colony,  namely.  Captain  Knapp 
Barrow,  C.M.G.,  to  28th  February;  Lieutenant-Governor  W. 
Brandford  Griffith,  C.M.G.,  Ist  March  to  5th  May ;  Mr.  F.  Evans„ 
CM.G.,  from  11th  May  to  end  of  the  year. 


SecretariQt 

Tliere  was  no  secretary  in  1886,  but  the  clerks  in  the  Depart* 
ment  were  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  the  following 
constabulary  officers,  namely,  Assistant  Inspector  Cockeram  to 
30th  August,  Assistant  Inspector  Griseell  to  December  3l8t. 

In  the  Customs  and  Treasury  Mr.  E.  G.  Woolhouse  wi» 
appointed  to  be  Assistant  Collector  and  Treasurer  vice  Mr.  Pike 
transferred  to  the  Gold  Coast ;  in  the  Public  Works  Department 
a  European  Colonial  Surveyor  fMr.  G.  H.  Ross)  was  appointed ; 
in  the  Post  Office,  Mr.  G.  J.  Cole  was  appointed  Postmaster. 
There  were  no  other  changes  of  importance. 


Education. 

There  were  in  1886,  it  is  estimated,  about  17,000  children  in 
and  around  Lagos,  that  is  to  say,  13,000  in  and  around  the  town 
and  4,000  in  the  three  districts ;  of  these  5,000  are  said  to  have 
been  Christians,  3,000  Mahommedans,  and  9,000  pa^ns.  Hie 
schools  of  the  Christian  denominations  were  attended  by  about 
2,600  children  (2,562). 
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The  following  statistics  were  f  ornished  bjr  the  principals  of  the       ^oob, 
several  schools : — 


Naof 
Sehools. 

No.  of  Scholars. 

Denomination. 

Females. 

Males. 

Total. 

Church  of  England            -           -        .  - 

W««leyan 

Boman  Catholic     .... 
Baptist       ..... 

19 

8 

,  4 

1 

480 

195 

868 

88 

884 
882 
239 
128 

1,314, 
647 
496 
206 

Total           .... 

— 

— 

2,662 

Therer  were  48  Mahommedan  schools,  at  each  of  which  there  wag 
an  average  attendance  of  about  20  scholars.  These  schools  were 
conducted  by  aluphas  or  priests,  who  taught  little,  if  anything, 
beyond  the  Koran  and  tenets  of  the  Mahommedan  religion. 

Imparts. 

There  gross  value  of  the  imports  was  542,564/.5  or  an  increase  of 
4,343/.  over  1884  (538,221/.);  292,533/.  came  from  the  United 
Kingdom,  4,057/.  from  the  British  Colonies  (Bierra  Leone  1,064/.^ 
Gold  Coast  2,992/.),  and  245,974/.  from  foreign  countries,  among 
which  Germany  takes  the  lead  with  187,6691,  the  Bra^dls  come 
next  with  19,238/.,  while  fYance  is  credited  with  9,134/.  only, 
The  BiverNiger,whence  imports  valued  at  18,808/.  were  obtained,, 
is  classed  as  a  foreign  country. 

The  imports  from  the  United  Kingdom  show  a  decrease  iu 
value  as  compared  with  1884  of  45,785/.,  those  from  Crerroany 
show  an  increase  of  36,418/. 

In  1871  the  United  Eincdom  gave  us  299,670/.  and  Germany 
only  37,597/*  Since  that  date,  wnile  the  imports  firom  the  former 
country  rose  in  1877  as  high  as  397,457/.  and  fell  in  (1881)  as 
low  as  160,487/.,  to  rise  again  to  their  present  value,  those  of  the 
latter  have  gradually  risen  vear  by  year. 

Of  the  specific  customs  duty  collected  (44,929il)  Germany  save 
us  35,590/.  and  of  this  no  less  than  33,629/.  was  obtained  from 
spirits  (27,446/.  from  geneva,  6,183/.  from  rum).  To  the 
ad  valorem  duty  (11,180/.)  the  United  Kingdom  was  the  principal 
contributor.  From  it  9,808/1  was  collected,  7yl62/.  of  this  being 
the  duty  paid  upon  cotton  goods.  Haberdashery  gave  S19L, 
hardware  324/.,  earthenware  203/.,  provisions  484/.,  silk  goods 
116/^  and  other  articles  900/.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that 
Germany  contributed  about  five  sixths  of  the  specific  duty  and 
the  United  Kingdom  about  seven  eighths  of  the  ad  valorem  duty. 
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8  PAl^BBS  BBLATINO  TO 

LA008.  TaUee  showing  the  quantities  and  value  of  the  prindpal  articles 

of  import  and  whence  they  came  in  1884  and  1886  ate  given 

below  :— 


Statements  shoioing  Quantities  and  Value  of  Principal  Articles  of 
Import,  1884  and  1885. 


1884. 

1885. 

1885. 

Articles. 

Increase. 

Deciease. 

Cotton  goods     -          -        ^ 

.                            r  CwtS. 
Cownes            -           "i      * 

r   Galls. 
Geneva-          -          "1      £ 

r     No. 
Guns     .           .           -|      ^ 

r  Barrels 
Gunpowder       -          'La 

Haberdasheiy   -          -        £ 

Hardware         -          -        £ 

r  Galls. 
B«     .           .           .{      -^    - 

f  CwtS. 
Salt      .          -           .{      ^ 

r  Bundles 
Shooks-           -             I      ^ 

Spirits  (oAer  than  gin  f  Galls, 
and  nun)       -          -I      £ 

f    Lhs. 
Tobacco           -          "I      £ 

Provisions,  inclnding  ale! 
and  porter,  &c,aerated  *      ^ 
waters^  Ac       -        -  J 

Other  articles   .           -         * 

225,112 

18,598 

7,189 

1,105,698 

102,281 

5,947 

2,864 

8,422 

5,965 

7,654 

11,198 

881,122 

22,375,, 

77,100 

6,615 

9,088 

8,848' 

1,661 

906 

1,261,628 

28,189 

15,278 

54,486 

198,782 

184M)9 

6,745 

1,369,912 

122,873 

12,040 

5,988 

1,805 

2,940 

9,262 

15,501 

407,884 

24,661 

87,140 

7,753 

12,126 

11,826 

8,488 

M78 

1,122,291 

28,229 

21,268 

71,501 

264,214 
2,059 
6,098 
8,624 

1,608 
4,809 

76,762 
2,286 

10,040 
1,188 
8,088 
2,978 
1.777 
467 

90 

5,985 

17/>K» 

31,880 
389 
444 

1,617 
3,025 

189,382 

Total       -        £ 
Specie    •          -        * 

498,404 
39317 

523,697 
18>867 

60,092 

34,799 
20,950 

Tptal       -        * 

538,221 

542,564 

60^2 

55^749 

1 

^et  increase 

• 

4^43 
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Total  Value  of  Imports  {including  Bullion  and  Specie)  into  Lagos, 
distinguishing  Principal  Countries^  1884  and  1885. 


Laqos. 


Countries. 

1884. 

1885. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

United  Kingdom 

£ 
388^18 

£ 
292,533 

£ 

£ 
45,785 

British  Possesfions— 

Gambia       O       ^i„dward 
Sierra  Leone  S       Coast  of 

L         495 

1 
1,064 

1 
569 

— 

Gold  Coast  -J          ^"^* 

J       3,951 

2,992 

— 

959 

Benin          - 1  Leeward  Coast 
Biver  Niger-/       of  Africa 

J       2,800 

— 

— 

— 

18,808 

16,508 

— 

Germany           •           -           - 

151^50 

187,669 

36,419 

— 

France  -           .           -           - 

6,188 

9,134 

3,006 

— 

Mosambiqne      -           .           - 

1,839 

27 

— 

1,812 

Zanzibar 

4,807 

3,907 

— 

810 

Porto  Novo        .           .           - 

988 

1,813 

825 

— 

Windward  Coast  of  Africa 

650 

999 

349 

— 

Leeward              do. 

4,655 

1,453 

— 

3,202 

United  States     • 

5,862 

1,994 

— 

3,868 

Brazils  .          .           .          - 

16,978 

19,288 

2,260 

— 

Other  Countries 

— 

842 

842 

— 

Total        . 

588,221 
et  increase 

542,564 

60,779 

56,486 

N 

4,343 

£xports. 

The  exports  were  valued  at  614^181/.  Is.  4fd.  and  were  less 
than  the  previous  year  by  58,23321  The  falling  off  was  chiefly  in 
palm  kernels  (45,054/.).  The  export  of  palm  oil  decreased  also 
by  7,148/.,  and  raw  cotton  by  5,657/. 

Germany  took  the  largest  share  of  the  exports,  210,850/.,  the 
United  Kingdom  came  next  with  194,607/.,  but  both  exhibited  a 
considerable  falling  off  as  compared  with  1884,  the  former  showing 
a  decease  of  72,877/.,  and  the  latter  of  55,187. 

Germany  received  less  palm  kernels  (62,792/.)  and  palm  oil 
(10,948/.)  and  the  United  Kingdom,  which  appears  to  appropriate 
nearly  dl  the  raw  cotton,  received  less  of  this  article  (5,660/.),  as 
also  less  palm  kernels  (30,976/.)  and  palm  oil  (18,684/.). 

There  was  a  very  large  and  marked  increase  in  the  exports  to 
France,  87,617/.,  in  1885  as  against  18,020/.  in  1884  and  52,946/. 
in  1883. 

They  consisted  almost  entirely  of  palm  oil  (37,922/.)  and  palm 
kernels  (49,496/.). 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO 


Lagos.  llie  following  tables  show  the  quantities  and  valae  of  the 

principal  articles  of  export  and  the  countries  to  which  they  were 

sent  in  1884  and  1885: — 

Statement  showing  Quantities  and  Value  of  Principal  Articles 
of  Export  in  1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

Articles. 

1884. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Produce  of  the 

Colony. 

Beniseed 

r     Tons 

166 
1,807 

85 
229 

— 

141 
1,141 

Cotton  (Raw)    - 

r  Lbs. 

'1   ^ 

580,414 
11,454 

278,850 
5,797 

z 

251,564 
5,657 

Country  cloths 

£ 

6,822 

10,748 

8,921 

— . 

Ivory    • 

r    Lbs. 

4,000 
1,090 

5,915 
1,806 

1,915 
7J6 

— 

Kola  nats 

£ 

1,891 

1,550 

159 

_ 

Palm  kernels     - 

f    Tons 
'I      « 

29,778 
827,847 

80305 
282,298 

1,089 

45,054 

Fkdmoil 

■{"?• 

2,882,656 

2.657,775 

275,119 

— . 

£25,558 

218,410 

— 

7,148 

Other  articles    - 

£ 
£ 

1,466 

8,246 

1,780 

— 

576,498 

524,074 

6,576 

59,000 

British  and  fore^ 

prodqee     - 
£ 

95,916 

90,107 

— 

5,809 

Total 

672,414 

N 

614,181 
Bt  decrease 

6,576 

64,809 

58,233 

Total  Value  of  Exports  {including  Bullion  and  Specie)  from 
Lagos,  distinguishing  Principal  Countries,  1884  and  1885. 


1885. 

Countries. 

1884. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

United  Kingdom 

249,794 

194,607 

— 

55,187 

British  Possessions- 

Gambia        -1      Windward 

1              5 

35 

80 

.  __ 

Sierra  Leone  \       Coast  of 

•      1,615 

2,486 

871 

... 

Gold  Coast  -.          Africa 

5,021 

7,289 

2,268 

— 

Benin           -  \  Leeward  Coast 
River  Niger-  '       of  Africa 

■      li786 

9 

9 

«. 

4,578 

2,837 

«. 

Germany            -           .           - 

288,727 

210.850 

— 

72,877 

France  -           -           -           - 

18,020 

87,6ir 

69,597 

.» 

Porto  Novo        -           -           - 

81,410 

82,689 

1,279 

... 

Windward  Coast  of  Africa 

958 

2,874 

1,416 

— 

Leeward              do. 

12,886 

281 

— 

12,605 

United  States     - 

8,824 

8,788 

459 

— 

Brazils   -            -            -            - 

18,967 

10,764 

— 

8,203 

Other  countries  -            -           - 

1 

6,874 

6,873 

— 

Total 

672,414 

614,181 
t  decrease 

85,689 

148,372 

Net 

58,283 
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The  British  and  foreign  produce  consisted  mainly  of  cotton 
goods  (18^10/.),  gin  (3d,089/.)>  rnm  (9,802/.),  tobacco  (124632.)' 

Of  the  90,10721  under  this  head  no  less  than  81,816/.  went  to 
Porto  Novo,  drawbacks  amounting  to  2,5161  having  been  paid 
by  Lagos  on  this  sum* 

A  list  o£  the  articles  sent  to  Porto  Novo  and  of  their  value  is 
given  hereunder : — 


LA0O8. 


Cotton  goods 
Cowries  - 
Geneva  - 
Guns 
Rum 
Salt 

Tobacco - 
Other  Articles 


£ 

16,543 

55Q 

33,069 

1,856 

9,802 

1,680 

12,423 

6,39ff 

8U816 


Shipping. 

The  following  tables  give  the  nationality  of  vessels  entered  and 
cleared  at  Lagos  in  1885  as  compared  with  1884 : — 


Vessels  Entered, 


1884. 

1886. 

Nationality  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

BaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

SaiUng. 

Steam. 

Total. 

British       • 
German     • 
Trench 
F^rtugueie 
Belgian.    • 
Brasilian  • 
Danish      - 
Italian       - 
Amerioan  - 
Grecian     - 
Norwegian 
Russian     • 

686 

6^6 

1,710 

486 

282 

400 

998 

2.268 

869 

226 

818 

1   1     1      1      1      1      1      1      1      1      1      1 

169.640 
21,700 

1,710 
486 
282 
400 
998 

2,268 
869 
226 
616 

1.283 

6,298 

1.817 

218 

1360 
184 

6,866 
989 

460 
279 

176,568 
19ai8 

887 

176^1 

26.411 

1.817 

218 

2.687 
184 

6.866 
989 

460 
279 
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l^ABERS  RELATING  TO 
Vessels  chared. 


18M. 

1885. 

KationaUtyofVe8»el8. 

Tonnage. 

- 

Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Total. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

TotaL 

BritUh      • 

2D8 

157.496 

157.788 

1.526 

181.885 

183361 

German     • 

5,739 

17.225 

22.964 

6.548 

18^462 

2^005 

French      - 

1^ 

- 

1.408 

1.515 

- 

1315 

Portuguese 

486 

- 

486 

218 

- 

218 

Belgian      • 

2S2 

- 

232 

- 

- 

- 

«53 

- 

563 

1350 

810 

2300 

Danish      • 

846 

- 

846 

184 

- 

184 

Italian       . 

1398 

- 

1.898 

6366 

- 

636B 

American  • 

S69 

- 

869  ' 

989 

- 

989 

Grecian     •         • 

225 

- 

225 

- 

- 

- 

876 

- 

876 

450 

- 

400 

Turkish     - 

887 

- 

827 

- 

- 

'  - 

Bussian     • 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 

The  total  number  of  prisoners  admitted  was  228  (including 
4  women  and  2  juveniles).  Of  these  67  had  been  previoudy 
convicted. 

The  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  was  good,  the  daily  average 
sick  being  six  as  agdinst  nine  in  the  previous  year.  There  were 
within  the  prison  walls  two  deaths  from  natural  causes  and  five 
executions. 

The  escape  of  prisoners  wbile  employed  beyond  the  gaol  was 
reduced  from  10  in  1883  and  8  in  1884  to  5  in  1885. 

The  total  cost  of  the  prison,  including  626/.  78.  9rf.  for  improve* 
mente^  was  2,842/.  6s.  9d. 

During  the  year  many  long  and  much  needed  improvements 
were  effected.  The  cells  were  lighted  and  better  ventilated.  A 
workshed,  used  on  Sundays  for  the  performance  of  Divine  Service, 
was  erected,  an  industrial  system  ^as  introduced  and  earnings 
accounted  for.  A  brick  wall  around  the  "Female  Prison"  was 
built  by  prison  labour  to  more  effectually  separate  its  inmates 
from  the  males.  Each  prisoner  became  known  by  a  number  only 
instead  of  by  name,  men  sentenced  to  more  than  five  years' 
imprisonment  were  not  permitted  to  take  part  in  out-door  labour, 
and  altogether  there  wa^  stricter  discipline  and  a  more  rigid 
adherence  to  the  prison  rules  than  formerly. 
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From  the  Ist  August,  wheu  an  account  was  first  kept,  the 
earnings  of  the  prisoners  were  as  follows : — 


Laqov 


Bricklaying 
Carpentering 
Tailoring 
Mat  maSng 
Basket  making' 
Screen  making 
Miscellaneous 


Indoor  Labour. 

£    s.    d. 


174  6 

49  6 
40  13 

32  8 

27  6 

28  1 
89  7 


6 

4 
4 
7 
0 
0 
0 


Outdoor  Labour. 

Public  works 

• 

22 

17 

10 

Roads^  streets, 

and  bridges 

16 

12 

5 

Sanitary 

- 

20 

15 

0 

Transport 
Miscellaneous 

. 

45 

17 

1 

- 

•29 

11 

2 

441     6     9 


125  13     6 
577     0     3 


Criminal  Statistics, 

From  the  following  comparative  table^  showing  the  number  of 
offences^  apprehensions,  convictions,  and  acquittals^  it  will  be 
observed  that  although  there  was  a  marked  decrease  in  the  number 
of  convictions  for  offences  against  the  person,  there  was  a  large 
increase  in  offences  against  property. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the  police  seems  unusually 
large,  but  its  increase  is  due  to  the  fact  that  a  more  accurate  record 
was  kept  in  1885  than  in  previous  years. 

Comparative    Table  showing  the  number  of  Offences,  Apprehen- 
sions,  Convictions  y  and  Acquittals  for  the  last  Four  Years. 


1885. 

1884. 

1883. 

1882. 

The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the 

poKce     -           .           -           -           - 

648 

195 

223 

233 

Hie  number  crfpefioiit  apprehended  by  the 
poliee  or  sommoned  before  the  magis- 

trates       

933 

794 

576 

804 

The  number  of  lommary  convictions: 

1.  For  offences  affainit  the  person 

2.  For  .cattle  stjeflOing^  and  arson 

8.  For  offences  agamst  property  other 

142 
5 

230 
7 

167 
10 

240 
10 

than  prtDdial  larceny 

107 

47 

28 

30 

4.  For  other  offences  -          -           - 

91 

72 

IS 

27 
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XiAQOS. 


— 

^886. 

1884. 

1888. 

1882. 

The  nnmber  of  ooimeCions  in  the  superior 

courts: 

1.  For  offionces  against  the  penon      - 

2.  For  cattle  steauog  and  arson 

28 

15 

2 

7 

*.. 

1 

4 

4 

8.  For  offences  against  property  other 
than  pcBdial  laroeny 

24 

18 

19 

25 

4.  For  other  offences  ... 

i( 

29 

26 

11 

The  nomher  of  persons  acquitted  : 

1.  In  the  inferior  courts 

848 

342 

278 

145 

a.  In  the  superior  courts 

80 

21 

SO 

29 

HospitdL 

In  1885  there  were  548  persons^  of  whom  94  were  Europeansj 
admitted  into  hospital  as  against  364,  of  whom  20  were  Europeans, 
in  1884. 

There  were  also  5,570  persons  treated  as  out-patients  in  1885 
as  against  7,394  in  1884. 

An  increase  of  in-patiente  and  a  decrease  of  out-patients  in 
1885. 

The  increase  in  the  numbers  of  European  in-patients  in  1885 
is  remarkable.  Among  them  there  were  six  deaths — ^malarious 
fever  three,  dysentery  one,  tetanus  one,  cerabral  meningitis  one,  as 
against  two  (diarrhoea  one,  pneumonia  one)  in  1884. 

Of  the  native  in-patients  37  died  in  1885  as  again»t22  in  1884. 

Among  the  Europeans  the  principal  diseases  treated  in  the  year 
1885  were  malarious  fever  (69),  sunstroke,  catarrh  of  stomach  or 
bowels,  hepatitis,  dysentery,  &c.,  &c ;  and  among  the  natives  there 
were  syphilis  (81),  pulmonary  (32),  diarrhoea  (36),  dysentery  (14), 
malarious  fevers  (22),  skin  and  cellular  tissue  (51),  and  parasitic 
(57).    There  were  79  cases  of  injuries. 

The  quality  of  the  water  supplied  to  the  patients  is  said  to  be 
very  bad,  but  two  large  tanks,  each  to  contam  42,000  gallons  of 
rain-water,  have  recently  been  erected  within  the  grounds  of  the 
hospital. 

SmalUpox  Hospital 

There  was  a  very  marked  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
small-pox  in  1885,  the  number  being  100,  of  whom  20  (or  20  per 
cent.)  died  as  against  172,  of  whom  41  (or  23*83  per  cent)  died  in 
1884. 

This  decrease  is  attributable  to  the  improved  system  of  vacci- 
nation inaugurated  during  the  year  by  the  Colonial  Surgeon  (Dr. 
Grant),  to  whom  much  credit  is  due. 

I  may  mention  there  were  only  two  cases  of  small-pox  in  1886, 
and  that  so  far  there  have  been  none  this  year. 

In  1885  there  were  5^262  persons  vaccinated,  1,315  successfully, 
649  unsuccessfiilly;  the  remainder  did  not  return  for  examination 
after  the  operation. 
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It  ia  stated  there  were  12,127  sucoessfol  cases  of  vaccination  in       Laoos. 

1884,  but  these  figures  are,  I  regret  to  sa^  utterly  unreliable.  

(Signed)        W&rd.  Evans, 

Colonial  Secretary. 
Lagos,  June  1, 1887. 


WESTERN  AUSTRALIA. 


No.  2. 

Governor  Sir  F.  Napier  Broome  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Perth, 
Sib,  June  2, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith,  for  your  informa- 
tion, six  copies  of  the  Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  past  year, 
together  with  copy  of  the  usual  report  thereon  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  the  Hon.  M.  Fraser,  C.M.G. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        F.  Napier  Broome. 
llie  Right  Hon. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Report  on  Blue  Book  for  1886. 

From  the  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  His  Excellency 
the  Governor. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office  Perth, 
Sir,  May  28, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith,  for  your 
Excellency's  information,  a  report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  Western 
AustraUa  for  the  year  1886. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Malcolm  Fraser, 
His  Excellency  Colonial  Secretary. 

Sir  F.  Napier  Broome,  KC.M.G. 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


Report, 

l.'^  Taxes,  Duties,  and  other  Sources  of  Revenue. 

The  statute  laws  under  which  the  public  revenue  is  obtained 
remained  unaltered,  and  other  sources  of  supply  continued  on 
same  conditions  as  in  previous  year. 


Wbstsrk 

AuffTRALU. 
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WuaTBKN  2.^Revetiue. 

Atotralu.  ^j^^  revenue  for  1886  amounted  to  388,564/.  Is.  4rf. ;  the 
principal  increases  were  in  customs  ami  railway  receipts^  and  the 
total  increase  for  the  year  was  65,350/.  ISs,  5rf.  over  1885. 


JSxpenditure^ 

394,675/.  3^.  6d.  was  expended;  of  this  sum  85^528/.  17^.  5d. 
went  for  works,  buildings^  roads,  bridges^  and  miscellaneous 
services,  and  59,780/.  for  interest  on  loans  for  public  works.  The 
opening  up  of  the  Kimberley  district  and  goldfields  caused  very 
considerable  special  expenditure. 

The  credit  balance  at  the  end  of  1886  was  83,418/.  14^.  Id. ; 
thus,  after  meeting  all  extraordinary  charges,  6,111/.  2«.  2c/.  was 
expended  over  actual  receipts  for  the  year,  which  consequently 
reduced  the  balance  by  that  amount 


Sr^Military  Expenditure. 

Total  expenditure  on  account  of  volunteer  department  was 
3,373/.  9^.  4c/.  The  actual  strength  was  24  officers  and  564  men  ; 
this  total  shows  two  officers  less,  but  a  real  increase  in  the  force 
of  10  of  all  ranks  over  1885 


A,— Public  Debt. 

The  total  indebtedness  of  the  Colony  was  1,286,000/.,  being  a 
reduction  of  4,000/.  from  sinking  fund  on  original  debt  of 
1,290,000/.  59,780/.  was  paid  out  of  general  revenue  to  meet 
interest  and  sinking  fund  for  the  year. 

5.— /\iWic  Worksy  Railways^  and  Roads. 

Extensive  works  were  pushed  on  with  energy  throughout  the 
year,  in  almost  every  settlement  throughout  the  Colony.  The 
expenditure  on  account  of  these  amounted  to  about  134,000/. 
from  loans ;  and  55,73321  from  revenue  for  works,  buildings,  roads, 
and  bridges.  Of  this  latter  sum  15,410/.  was  expended  by 
District  Beads,  Boards,  and  Municipal  Councils  from  grants. 

Bailways  constructed  by  Government  and  opened  for  traffic,  \ 

about  151^  miles.  X 

Railways  in  course  of  construction  by  Government,  nearly 
55  miles. 

Railways  under  contracts  to  be  paid  for  by  latul  grants,  about 
534  miles. 

Bailways  Timber  Company's  lines,  about  51  miles» 
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e.—Population.  Wkstern 

AUBXRAUA 

The  estimated  population  on  3l8t  December  1886,  allowing  """^ 
for  deaths,  was  39,684 ;  but  no  returns  were  received  from  the 
Gascoyne  and  Wyndham,  in  which  districts  it  is  calculated  there 
was  an  increase  of  500,  ^hich  makes  the  total  population  of  the 
whole  Colony  over  40,000,  an  addition  of  about  5,000  for  the  year. 
Through  the  agency  of  the  Board  of  Immigration,  1,556  immi* 
grants  from  Crreat  Britain  were  landed  in  1886. 

7. — Imports  and  Exports. 

Both  show  a  vigorous  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom,  British 
Colonies,  and  foreign  countries,  very  considerably  in  advance  of 
previous  year,  as  these  figures  indicate  : — 

£ 
Exports  in  1885  -  -  -    446,691 

Do.      1886  -  -  -    630,393 


Increase  -  -     183,702 

£ 
Imports  in  1885  ...    650,391 

Do.     1886  -  -  -    758,012 


Increase  -  -     107,621 

Taking  the  above  figures,  the  fact  is  disclosed  that  the  total 
trade  was  about  34/.  a  head  for  an  European  population  of 
40,000,  being  for  exports  nearly  16/.,  and  for  imports  over  18/. 
However,  some  considerable  allowance  must  be  made  for  the 
native  aboriginal  population  now  largely  employed,  and  contribut- 
ing  to  swell  both  exports  and  imports,  as  well  as  other  nationalities, 
including  Malays,  engaged  in  pearling  and  other  industries  in  the 
northern  division  of  me  Colony. 

8. — Shipping. 

Toonage. 

289  steam  and  sailing  vessels  entered 
inwards  in  1886         -  -  -    262,158 

261  steam  and  sailing  vessels  cleared 
outwards  in  1886       ...    239,461 

An  increase  of  about  30,000  tons  on  shipping  inwards,  and 
of  about  3,000  tons  on  vessels  cleared  at  all  ports  in  the  Colony 
during  the  year  1885. 

o    S1507.  B 
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Westbbh 


9. — Education. 

Tlie  total  number  of  scholars  m  both  Gh)Temment  and  Assisted 
schools  was,  in  1885,  4,479  ;  in  1886,  456O8,  an  increase  in  latter 
year  of  29 ;  but  taking  the  average  attendance,  there  was  a 
decrease  of  11  in  the  Gk>Tenunent  schools  and  an  increase  of 
eight  in  he  Assisted  schools.  The  cost  per  head  was  slighdy  more 
in  both  classes. 

10. — Criminal  Statistics 

Beyond  the  fact  that  the  charge  of  the  remaining  probation  and 
re-convicted  convicts  was  handed  over  to  the  Colonial  Government 
authorities  on  the  31st  March,  there  is  nothing  particular  to 
remark  under  the  above  head. 

11. — Agriculture. 

The  area  of  cultivated  land  throughout  the  Colony  is  estimated 
at  86,248  acres^  as  against  77,728  acres  in  1885,  an  increase  of 
8,520  acres  for  1886. 

The  increase  of  number  of  stock  is  satis&ctory. 


1885. 

1886. 

Hones 

. 

. 

« 

34,392 

88,360 

Cftttle 

- 

- 

- 

70,408 

88,254 

Sheep 

- 

- 

- 

1,702,719 

1,809,071 

Pigs 

- 

- 

• 

24,280 

24,655 

Goats 

- 

- 

- 

4,529 

5,301 

12. — Legislation. 

The  following  Statutes   were  passed  by  the  Legislature  and 
became  law : — 

No.  1, — An  Act  to  confirm  the  expenditure  for  the  services 

of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-five 

beyond  the  grants  for  that  year. 
No.  2. — An  Act  to  authorise  the  construction  of  a  railway 

from  Greraldton  to  Greenoagh. 
No.  3. — An  Act  to  authorise  the  construction  of  the  Spencer's 

Brook-Northam  branch  of  the  Eastern  B4ulway. 
No.  4. — An  Act  to  authorise  the  construction  of  the  Cossack- 

Boebourne  Tramway. 
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No.  5. — An  Act  to  alter  the  law  relstiug  to  tlie  procedure     Wbsterv 

under  '^  The  Designs  and  Trade  Marks  Act,  188^j"  and    AusTsixu. 

'*  An  Act  to  r^ulate  grants  of  Patents  for  Inventions  in         

the  Colony  of  Western  Australia." 
No.  6. — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  licensing  of  land  sur- 
veyors. 
No.  7. — ^An  Act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  law  rdating  to 

the  pearl  shell  fishery  special  revenue. 
No.  8. — An  Act  to  confirm  the  expenditure  for  the  services 

of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-oue 

beyond  the  grants  for  that  year. 
No.  9.— An  Act  to  amend  '*  The  Hawkers  Act,  1882." 
No.  10.«^-An  Act  to  increase  the  number  of  members  to  serve 

in  the  L^pslative  Council. 
No.  11. — An  Act  to  amend  *' The  Boat  Licensing  Act,  1878." 
No.  12. — An  Act  to  impose  a  duty  upon  the  importation  of 

opium. 
No.  13. — An  Act  to  regulate  and  restrict  Chinese  immigra* 

tion. 
No.  14. — ^An  Act  to  authorise  the  granting    of  exclusive 

licenses,  within  defined  areas  in  the  waters  of  Shariks  Bay, 

for  pearl  shell  fishinjr. 
No.  15. — ^An  Act  to  amend  the  Criminal  Law  Procedure. 
No.  16. — An   Act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain 

additional  and  unforeseen  expenses  in  the  year  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  eighty-six,  over  and  above  the  estimates 

for  that  year. 
No.  17. — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  constitution  of  magisterial 

districts. 
No.  18. — An  Act  for  the  management  of  goldfields. 
No.  19. — An  Act  to  amend  the  law  reladng  to  public  health. 
No.  20. — An  Act  to  amend  an  Act  passed  in  the  6th  year  of 

the  reign  of  Her  Majesty  Queen  victoria.  No.  5,  intituled 

'^  An  Act  to  provide  a  summary  remedy  in  certain  cases  of 

breach  of  contract." 
No.  21. — An  Act  to  impose  a  duty  upon  gold. 
No.  22. — An  Act  to  legalise  the  closure  of  Drummond  Street 

in  the  town  of  Guildford. 
No.  23. — An  Act  for  the  re-appropriation  of  portion  of  certwi 

moneys  appropriated  for  harbour  works  at  Fremantle,  by 

"  The  Loan  Act,  1884.'' 
No.  24. — An  Act  to  confirm  a  certain  contract  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railway  from  Guildford  to  the  Qreenougk 

Plats,  and  to  amend  **  The  Eastern  Railway  Extension 

Act,  188L'' 
No.  26. — ^An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better  protection  and 

management  of  the  aboriginal  natives  of  Western  Australia, 

and  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  certain  contracts  with 

such  aboriginal  natives. 
>}o.  26. — An  Act  to  regulate  the  granting  of  licenses  under 

*'The  Wines,  Beer,  and  Spirit  Sale  Act,  1880,"  in  certain 

districts,  and  further  to  amend  the  said  Act. 

h  2 
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WE8TXKN  jj^^  27. — An  Act  to  provide  for  the  constitution  of  Courts  of 

AusTBALiA.  General  Sessions  of  the  Peace  in  the  districts  of  East 

Eimberley  and  West  Kimberley)  and  to  amend  the  law 

rating  to  the  qualifications  of  jurors  and  the  constitution 

of  juries  in  such  Courts. 

No.  28. — An  Act  to  amend  *'The  Supreme  Court  ActJ' 
1880." 

No.  29. — An  Act  to  refer  certain  matters  to  the  Federal 
Council  of  Australasia. 

No  30. — An  Act  to  enable  the  trustees  of  the  Swan  River 
Mechanics'  Institute  to  raise  money  on  mortgage  of  certain 
lands  vested  in  them,  and  also  to  lease  the  same  lands. 

No.  31. — An  Act  to  amend  the  law  r^ulating  the  admission 
of  barristers^  solicitors,  attorneys,  and  proctors  to  the 
Supreme  Court. 

No.  32. — An  Act  to  appropriate  the  sum  of  three  hundred 
and  sixty  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety-four  pounds 
nine  shillings  and  one  penny  out  of  the  ii^eneral  revenue 
of  the  Colony  for  such  services  as  shall  come  in  course  of 
payment  during  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-seven. 

No.  33. — An  Act  to  extend  the  powers  and  provisions  of 
'^  The  Perth  Gas  Company,  Limited,"  and  to  give  to  the 
said  Company  other  powers  and  privileges. 

No.  34. — An  Act  to  extend  the  powers  of  **  The  Fremantle 
Gas  and  Coke  Company,  Limited,"  and  to  make  provision 
for  the  better  carrying  on  of  the  business  and  worb  of  the 
jaid  Company. 

X^.'^ Concluding  Remarks, 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  principal  statistics  contained  in 
the  Blue  Book  for  1886  may,  I  tiiink,  give  great  encouragement, 
for  it  certainly  may  be  read  as  indicating  a  sure  and  material 
progress  throughout  the  Colony  in  many  curections,  despite  the 
depressed  state  of  trade  which  has  been  general  in  the  British 
dominions  for  a  considerable  period,  but  more  especially  durinc 
the  past  year  or  so.  With  its  now  rapidly  expanding  trade  and 
better  markets  the  returns  at  the  end  of  this  year,  the  fiftieth  of 
^Her  Majest/s  rei^,  and  the  fifty-eighth  since  the  foundation  of 
the  Colony,  shoula  mark  the  commencement  of  an  epoch  which  a 
future  hUtorian  may  regard  as  the  beginning  of  the  more  real  and 
^extended  development  of  Western  Australia. 

(Signed)        Maloolm  Fraser, 
Perth,  28th  May  1887.  Colonial  Secretary. 
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.     '  JAMAICA.  Jahaioa. 

No.  3. 

Governor  Sir  H.  W.  Norman  to  Sir  H.  T..Holland. 

Sib,  King's  House,  June  8, 1887. 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  my  report  upon  the  Blue 
Book  of  Jamaica  for  the  year  1885-86. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)        H.  W.  Nobman, 
The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.,  M.P. 

&C.  &C.  &C. 


Report  on  the  Jamaica  Blue  Book,  1885-86, 
Ltegiilation, 

Twenty-seveB  Laws  were  passed  by  the  LegisUuive  Conncil 
during  the  year,  of  which  the  following  were  Uie  most  important : — 

Law  ?4  of  1886.—^  The  Customs  Consolidation  Law,  1877,. 
Amendment  Law,  1885." 

This  Law  follows  in  the  main  the  lines  laid  down  in  Law  18  of 
1877,  but  at  the  same  time  it  does  away  with  the  parts  of  that 
Jaw  that  had  been  found  to  be  8elf-eontradict<»y,  and  generally 
simplifies  the  procedure. 

Law  26  of  1886. — **The  Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks 
Additional  Powers  Law,  ISSS." 

The  quantity  of  water  which  the  Elingston  and  Liffuanea  Water- 
works Commissioners  are  entitled  to  take  out  of  the  Hope  river 
has  been  found  insufficient  to  provide  a  proper  supply  for  the 
parishes  of  Eangston  and  St  Andrew,  and  the  purpose  of  this  Law 
is  to  afford  such  additional  supply  by  arrangement  with  the  pro- 
prietors for  certain  rights  belonging  to  them  of  taking  water  fiom 
the  Wag  Water  River.  The  increased  water  supjuy  will  also 
^ord  wditional  protection  to  the  city  of  Kingston  in  cases  of 
fire. 

Law  27  of  1885.—"  The  Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks 
Loan  Law,  1885.'' 

This  is  a  necessary  corollary  enactment  to  the  previous  one,  and 
empowers  the  Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks  Commissioners 
to  raise  20,000/.  for  the  purposes  of  an  increased  water  supply. 
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jAUjaoA.  Law   28  of  1885.—''  The  Medical  Laws  of  1872  and  1879 

■"■^        Amendment  Law,  1885." 

The  Bill  was  introduced  at  the  instance  of  the  Jamaica  branch 
of  the  British  Medical  Association.  The  chief  provision  is  an 
amendment  of  a  section  of.  Law  47  of  1872,  which  it  was  felt 
opened  die  door  too  wide  for  the  admission  of  unqualified  praod- 
tionersj  as  it  entitled  any  person  to  be  put  on  the  Jamaica  Biegister 
who  was  registered  in  any  British  Colony,  however  small,  and 
however  lax  its  rules  might  be  as  to  registration. 

It  was  also  found  under  the  Law  of  1872  that  it  was  almost 
impossible  to  determine  the  relative  value  of  some  foreign  medical 
degrees.  In  this  Law  the  possession  of  a  degree  of  some  kind  is 
a  sine  qud  non^  but  the  person  desirous  of  registration  if  not  already 
I'egistered  or  entitled  to  be  registered  in  England,  Scotland,  or 
Ireland,  must  pass  an  examination  before  examiners  to  be  appointed 
for  that  purpose  in  Jamaica. 

Law  32  of  1885.— «'  The  Birds  and  Fish  Protection  Law,  1886.*' 
The  indiscriminate  destructicm  of  fish  in  the  rivers  and  streams 
of  the  Island  by  the  use  of  explosives,  and  of  pcosonous  and  intoxi- 
cating herbs^  of  which  latter  there  is  great  variety,  and  which  are 
easily  accessible  to  anyone  who  wbhes  to  make  use  of  them ;  and 
the  wholesale  destruction  of  wild  birds  of  all  kinds  in  and  out  of 
season  which  prevailed,  rendered  a  law  (^  this  kind  v^  necessary 
here.  As  an  example  of  the  wholesale  destruction  of  birds  likely 
to  occur  before  the  law  was  passed  it  may  be  mentioned  that  an 
advertisement  appeared  in  a  local  paper  for  10,000  humming-bird 
skins,  evidently  intended  to  be  sold  for  ornamental  purposes.  In 
this  Law  certain  birds  which  were  being  rapidly  exterminated  on 
account  of  the  value  of  their  plumage  as  well  as  others  that  are 
specially  useful  to  agriculture  as  insect  destroyers  are  now 
absolutely  protected;  while  certain  edible  birds,  fishes,  and 
creatures  have  now  a  close  season  provided  during  which  it  is 
unlawful  to  kill  them. 

Law  34  of  1885.— **  The  Pensions  Law,  1886." 

Previously  to  the  enactment  of  this  Law  public  officers  had 
received  pensions  under  the  Colonial  regulations  subject  to 
approval  by  the  annual  vote  of  the  Legislative  Council.  The 
present  Law  is  restricted  in  its  operation  to  officers  in  the  service 
at  the  time  of  its  passing  and  the  object  of  the  Law  all  through  is 
to  preserve  to  such  officers  all  the  rights  which  they  have  been 
supposed  heretofore  to  enjoy  and  to  avoid  annual  discussions  as  to 
particular  pensions  previously  granted.  It  is  provided  that  pen- 
sions shall  be  calcuhtted  at  the  usual  rate  of  one  sixdeth  of  the 
salary  for  each  year  of  service,  with  an  inter-tropical  allowance  of 
five  years.  The  age  of  retirement  is  fixed  at  60  years,  but  an 
officer  may  retire  at  the  age  of  55  years,  on  foregoing  his  right  to 
the  inter-tropical  or  other  additional  allowances ;  and  on  produc- 
tion of  satis&ctory  medical  certificates  of  unfitness,  a  pennon  can 
be  given  at  an  earlier  period. 
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Law  1  of  1886. — ^^'A  Law  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Par-     Jaioica. 
tition.'V  

This  k  merel;  a  copy  of  the  Imperial  Act  on  the  same  subject 
(39  &  40  Vict  0.  17)  mtended  to  supersede  the  Partition  Act  of 
1868^  which  had  previously  been  adopted  here.. 

Law  3  of  1886. — '^  The  Probate  of  Deeds  Amendment  Law, 
1886." 

This  Law  affords  further  facilities  for  the  probate  of  deeds 
executed  outside  the  limits  of  this  island  by  enabling  such  probate 
to  be  before  any  notary  public^  provided  that  in  foreign  countries 
his  signature  is  attested. 

Law  4  of  1886.— '^^The  Birds  and  Rsh  Protection  Law,  1886, 
Amendment  Law,  1886.'* 

This  amending  Act  empowers  the  Governor  to  vary  the  close 
season  fixed  in  the  scheaule  as  to  any  of  the  birds,  &c.  there 
named. 

"  Law  6  of  1886-— The  Law  for  the  Relief  of  the  Poor,  1886.'* 

This  measure  is  one  of  considerable  importance  to  the  Island^ 
and  evoked  much  opposition  in  some  quarters  in  the  Colony. 
The  original  draft  of  the  Bill  whs  preparea  by  a  private  member  of 
the  Legislatire  Oouneil,  who  had  obtained  considerable  experience 
in  matters  of  poor  relief  both  in  Scotland  and  Jamaica. 

By  a  Law  passed  in  1881  (16)  certain  powers  were  vested  in 
the  Gbvemor  in  questions  of  poor  relief,  but  it  had  not  been  found 
practicable  to  carry  out  any  real  supervision  under  that  Law  even 
when  the  parochial  boards  were  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and 
this  difficulty  was  increased  when  boards  came  to  be  elected, 
while  various  circumstances  led  to  the  conviction  that  it  was 
essential  to  have  some  central  authority  to  lay  down  and  enforce 
general  principles  of  poor  relief,  and  to  interpose  when  there  was 
n^lect 

The  control  by  this  Law  is  vested  in  a  board  of  supervision  to 
consist  of  nine  members  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor.  The 
board  may  appoint  committees  and  furth^  may  appoint  one  or 
more  of  its  members  to  hold  any  special  inquiry. 

Power  is  given  to  the  boord  to  summon  witnesses  and  examine 
upon  oath. 

In  each  parish  one  <nr  more  inspectors  of  the  poor  are  to  be 
appointed  at  a  remuneration  to  be  fixed  by  the  parochial  board. 
As  regards  medical  attendance  a  parochial  board  is  required  to 
appoint  a  medical  officer  to  a  district  only  when  there  is  no 
^'  district  medical  o&cet "  appointed  by  Government,  whose  du^ 
it  is  to  look  after  the  poor  of  the  district.  The  cases  in  whicn 
poor  relief  can  be  given  are  defined  in  the  law,  and  aj^peals  are 
provided  for.  These  are  the  outlines  of  the  main  provisions  of 
this  law  which  in  ita  detail  is  clearly  worked  out,  and  reflects 
credit  on  the  draftsman  to  whom  I  have  already  referred. 

Law  9  of  1886.—"  The  R^tration  of  Voters  Law,  1886." 

The  Registration  of  Voters  Law  (Law  20  of  1884)  related  onlv 
to  voters  at  the  election  of  memberB  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
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JjMAioA.  Wbra^  eubsequentlyi  provi«oa  was  made  for  the  election  by  tfae 
— *-*  same  dectors  of  Paroooiol  Boards  provision  was  made,  by  Law  16 
of  1885^  for  making  np  the  register  for  the  several  diTisiona  of 
each  parish  from  the  register  of  the  district.  This  was  founds 
however,  in  practice,  to  give  rise  to  a  good  deal  of  needless  trouble 
and  to  at  once  duplicate  the  printing.  The  object  of  the  present 
Bill  is  to  reverse  the  process  so  as  first  to  make  up  the  roisters 
^  for  the  several  divisions  of  a  parish  for  the  purpose  of  board  elec  • 

tions^  and  then  to  let  the  general  register  for  the  divisions  of  a 
parish  stand  as  the  register  for  the  parish  when  the  parish  forms 
an  electoral  district,  and  in  cases  where  a  district  is  made  up  of 
two  parishes  to  ccmsolidate  the  two  parish  regbters  together  so  as 
to  make  up  a  register  for  die  district. 

Law  10  of  188&— ''The  Parochial  General  Purposes  Fund 
Law.'' 

The  object  of  this  Law  is,  as  stated  in  the  preamble,  to  enable 
the  parochial  boards  to  provide  themselves  when  neoessaiy  with 
funds  to  meet  expenditure  for  general  purposes  of  their  parishes. 
Law  12  of  1886.— "The  Post  Office  Law  Amendment  Law." 
The  introduction  of  the  parcels  post  from  England  to  this 
Island  rendered  it  necessary  to  adapt  our  law  to  the  circumatanoes 
as  was  done  in  Ensland.    The  provisions  of  the  law  are  nudnly 
taken  from  the  ruTes  made  by  the  English  Postmaster-General 
and  the  Commissioners  of  Customs,  and  regulate  the  examination^ 
payment  of  duty,  and  the  delivery  of  the  parcels  received. 
Law  14  of  1886.— >^  The  Railways  Further  Loan  Law,  1886." 
This  Law  gives  authority  for  the  rabing  of  a  further  loan  of 
52^00021  to  complete  the  capital  expenditure  on  the  extension  of 
the  lines  to  Poms  and  to  Ewarton^  as  well  as  to  include  the 
amount  of  an  award  of  the  arbitrator  in  the  case  between  the 
contractors  and  the  Government. 

Finance. 

The  year  under  report  commenced  with  a  surplus  of  38,009/., 
wluch,  added  to  the  revenue  of  the  year  473,349/.,  made  a  total 
sum  available  to  meet  expenditure  of  511,358iL  The  expenditure, 
on  the  other  hand,  including  14,00021  for  sinking  funds  and 
2,400/.  for  redemption  of  debt,  amounted  to  503,111/.,  thus  leaving 
the  small  surplus  of  8,247/.  on  the  dose  of  the  year  available 
towards  the  ways  and  means  of  the  succeeding  year. 

ITie  appropriated  revenues,  which  arc  aevoted  to  parochial 
roads,  pauper  relief,  sanitary  and  other  similar  local  services,  and 
are  administered  by  the  several  parochial  boards,  produced,  in 
1885-86,  91,026/.  being  slightly  in  excess  of  the  recdpu  in  the 
year  before. 

The  revenue  appropriated  to  immigration  services,  and  including 
proceeds  of  employers'  promissory  notes  for  cost  of  introduction 
of  immigrants  amounted  to  13,948i  and  the  expenditure  to 
10,563i,  there  being  no  expenditure  on -account  of  introduction 
of  immigrants  during  the  year. 
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The  usual  comparative  table  of  the  whole  of  the  Treasury      jmuica. 
receipts  in  the  year  under  report,  with  those  of  the  previous  year, 
is  given  below : — 


1885-8S. 


1SS4-S5. 


Import  dnties 
Export  daftiM 
Ligittdnes 

Harbour  master's  ftes 
Rom  duties 
Licenses    • 
Stamps 
Stock 

Tsxrerenue 


Postal  reyeniie      .  .  . 

Telegraph  revenue 

Court  fees  .  .  • 

fines  and  forfeitares 

Interest   on    securities   held   for 
sinking  ftmds     .  -  - 

Interest  on  Savings  Bank  invest- 
ments after  paying  depositors    - 

Interest  other  than  as  above 

Jamidca  railway  revenue  - 

Reimbursements    •  -  - 

Miscellaneous        .  .  - 

Non-tax  revenue     - 

Total 
Revenues  ipeeially  appropriated. 
Parochial  road  revenues    - 
Kingston  street  tax  -  - 

Paiodiial  municipal  ol>]ects 
Poor  rates-  .  .  • 

Sanitaiy  rates       .  .  * 

Fire  rates  .  •  -  - 

Qasrates  -  .  .  - 

Miscellaneous       .  -  - 

Parochial  general  purposes 


245,781 

5,601 

1,964 

1,790 

80,455 

15,848 

14,524 

4,654 


370,691 


16,531 
4,05S 
6,071 
3,249 

7,066 

8,697 

8,580 

84,824 

18,718 

4,989 


102,728 


478,349 


38,246 
2,786 
8,442 

30,877 
4,480 
1^41 
8,418 
1,600 
191 


91,026 


263,564 

6,337 

2,068 

1,886 

84,581 

16,987 

16,906 

4,866 


896,645 


16,628 
4,244 
7,018 
2,565 

6,700 

3,852 

2,627 

82,019 

19,948 

12,978 


108,074 


504,719 


40,496 
2,817 
8,057 

29,678 
4,040 
M20 
8,421 
1,008 


90,437 


Increase. 


468 


468 


684 

366 

845 

958 

2,805 


5,158 


469 
885 
699 
890 
121 

592 
191 


2,847 


689 


Decrease. 


17,788 
786 
104 

4,126 

1,144 

2,882 

212 


26,487 


97 

191 
947 


1,228 
8,089 


10,499 


81,370 


2,250 


2,258 
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1884-85. 

1883-84. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Immigratian  Revenues, 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Export  duties        .           -           - 

8,127 

12,075 

— 

8,948 

Interest  (general) 

847 

809 

88 

— 

Prooeeds  of  promissory  notes 

5^76 

4,70r 

669 

— 

^nsedlaneons       ... 

28 

151 

— 

58 

18,948 

17,242 

707 

4,001 

— 

— 

— 

3,294 

Rfceipts  on  Debt  Account. 

Law  27  of  1872     - 

— 

82,500 

— 

82,500 

Law  17  of  1884     - 

— 

183,000 

— . 

183,000 

Law  1  of  1872       - 

830 

— 

830 

— 

Law  14  of  1886     - 

42,000 

"^ 

42,000 

— 

The  yield  of  the  general  revenue  showa  the  large  faHing  off  of 
31,370i  when  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  falling  off 
appears  in  every  item  of  the  tax  revenue  (the  increase  in  harbour 
fees  bring  due  to  some  harbour  masters  being  placed  on  salaries) 
and  can  only  be  attributed  to  the  misfortunes  of  drought  and 
storm  and  to  the  general  depression  of  trade  and  business^  from 
which  Jamaica,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  world,  suffered 
during  the  year,  llie  net  decrease  of  5,346/.  on  non-tax  receipts 
is,  perhaps,  rather  more  apparent  than  real,  because  the  nulway 
extensions  had  not  been  opened  in  the  former  year,  and  were 
temporarily  closed  in  the  latter  year  from  accidents  of  weather, 
elsewhere  explained,  and  because  there  was  in  1884-85  an  abnormal 
receipt  of  over  7,000Zi  for  recovered  lands,  sales  in  respect  of  which 
for  some  past  years  having  been  brought  to  account. 

The  receipts  on  account  of  appropriated  revenues  show  nothing 
unusual  or  calling  for  special  remark  with  the  exception  of  the 
large  decrease  of  2,250/.  under  the  parochial  road  revenues,  which 
is  attributed  to  the  decrease  of  wheel  traflSc  in  consequence  of  the 
extension  of  the  railway,  and  to  the  forbearance  exercised  in 
collection  in  consequence  of  losses  from  the  cyclone^  The  avera^te 
receipts  of  the  four  previous  years  had,  however,  been  only 
26,818/. 

Under  immi^ation  revenues  there  is  a  considerable  decrease  in 
the  export  duties,  owing  to  the  smaller  crops  of  sugar  and  rum 
produced  during  the  year  under  review. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's  OOLONIAL  POSSESSIONS. 


2T 


The  following  is  a  similar  comparatiye  statement  of  the  Treasury      Jamaica. 
disbarsements  compared  with  those  in  the  preceding  year : —  


1885-86. 

1884-85. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Oeneral  Expenditure, 

Interest  on  debt    -           -           . 

Pentioiif  -           -           -           - 

AdminifltratiTe  departments 

Beyenne  departments 

Postal  serrices      -           -           ' 

Telegraphs 

Judicial    .           •'          -           . 

Eodesiastical 

Medical    .... 

Penitentiaiy  and  prisons  - 
Befonnatones       ... 
Education             ... 
liGlitary    .... 
Pilotage  and  barbonrs 
Steam  communica^n  with  America 
Steam  commimication  round  the 

Island   .... 
Subsidy  West  India  and  Panama 

Telegraph  Company 
Cokmixation  of  inmugrants 
Begistntr-OoAeral's  department     - 
Island  Record  Office 
Qaremment  printing  establishment 
Institute  of  Jamaica 
Public  plantations  and  gardens 
Jamaica  railway    ... 
Miscellaneous        ... 
Public  works 
lighthouses 
Maintenance  of  forfeited  knds 

£ 

72,428 
12,788 
32,806 
81,849 
18,608 

3,828 
85,248 

6,885 
49,785 
48,650 
18,467 

5,095 
80,883 

6,709 

1,822 
158 

2,000 

2,000 
4,488 
3,026 

960 
6,600 

850 

4,258 

27,424 

6,835 

51,187 

1,098 

189 

65,823 
12,629 
33,797 
32,234 
18,600 

3,937 
34,715 

7,409 
49,031 
48,324 
18,567 

3,986 
28,945 

3^8 

1,446 
283 

1,833 

2,000 

9,660 

2,924 

985 

6,750 

917 

5,000 

18,017 

12,005 

45,491. 

2,123 

55 

6,600 
104 

8 

"533 

754 
326 

1,109 

1,888 

2,841 

376 

167 

102 
850 

9,407 

5,696 

184 

£ 

1,191 
885 

109 

424 

100 

180 

5,178 

25 

67 
742 

5,170 

1,025 

Total 

486,709 

470,854 

16,355 

— 

Expenditure  from  appropriated 
Bevenues, 

Parochial  roads    ... 
Kingston  streets    ... 
Parochial  municipal  objects 
Rdiefofthepoor  . 
Sanitaiy  appropriation 
Gas  appropriation,  Kuigston 
Fire  appropriation,  Kingston 

41,844 

919 

7,924 

82,599 

8,151 

2,494 

1,188 

969 

41,167 

231 

10,507 

31,257 

4,783 

2,828 

1,577 

677 
688 

1,342 
3,868 

969 

£ 

2,583 

884 
389 

Total   - 

96,088 

92,850 

7,044 

8,306 

— 

— 

8,738 

^^ 

Immigration  expenditure  - 

10,563 

14,715 

— 

4,152 

Grand  total     • 

598,360 

577,419 

15,941 

— 
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Jamaica. 


1885-86. 

1884-85. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Expenditure  out  of  Loans  raised 
for  the  purpose 

jHxnaica  BailwET  ... 
Rio  Cobre  Cknal   .           - 
Portland  Bridges   - 

29,088 
217 

77,741 
126,500 

817 

48,703 
126,500 

622,615 

781,660 

— 

159,045 

Disbursements  other  than  Ex- 
pendtture. 

Sinking  i^ds        .           -            . 
Bedemptionofdebt 
BxcMS  of  withdrawalfl  over  de- 
poBiU     .           .            -           - 

14,008 
2,400 

11,117 

12,557 
1,600 

89,099 

1,446 
800 

27,982 

The  general  expenditure  of  the  Colony  thus  shows  an  increase 
of  16,36521  oyer  that  g£  the  preceding  years,  the  largest  iteme  of 
which  are  under  interest  on  debt  6,600/.,  due  to  the  increase  in 
consequence  of  the  further  railway  loan  raised  this  year,  and  to  the 
interest  on  the  loan  for  the  construction  of  the  Rio  Cobre  Canal, 
now  appearing  as  a  direct  charge  of  debt  on  general  revenue,  instead 
of  in  the  charge  under  works  of  loss  in  working  the  undertaking ; 
under  reformatories  1,109/.,  due  to  an  increased  number  of 
inmates ;  under  education  1,888/.,  due  to  the  extension  of  the 
tnuning  college  branch  of  the  elementary  system  ;  under  military 
2,841/.,  due  to  some  extent  to  an  increase  in  the  strength  of  the 
troops,  but  chiefly  to  expenses  connected  with  the  volunteer  militia 
recently  enrolled  ;  under  Jamaica  Railway  9,408/.,  due  partly  to 
a  corre^nding  increase  of  working  expenses  in  connexion  with 
the  extensions,  and  partly  to  unumial  expenditure  for  repairing 
flood  damages ;  and  under  public  works  6,696il,  due  to  the  same 
damages.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  decreases  under  adroinis- 
tratiye  (1,191/1)  and  revenue  departments  (385/.),  due  to  the 
expenses  of  election  of  the  newly  constituted  Legislative  Council 
appearing  in  1884-85,  and  to  an  extraordinary  charge  to  the 
savings  bank  on  account  of  the  cost  of  transfer  of  investments  from 
the  Colony  to  England;  under  ecclesiastical  424/.,  due  to  the 
retirement  on  a  pension  chargeable  under  another  head  of  a  State- 
paid  incumbent;  under  colonization  of  immigrants  5,171/1,  as 
all  those  entitled  to  bounty  in  lieu  of  back  passage  did  not  come 
up  for  settlement  within  the  year ;  under  public  plantations  and 
gardens  742/.,  due  to  the  reduction  of  expenditure ;  under  miscel- 
laneous 5,17U,  the  expenditure  in  the  year  before  havii^  been 
unusually  high  in  consequence  of  expenses  of  Royal  Jnnance 
Commission,  commission  to  Canada,  New  Orleans  Exhibition 
parochial  elections,  &c,  and  under  lighthouses  1,025/.,  the  expen- 
diture of  1884-86  having  induded  the  cost  of  providing  improved 
and  more  economically  worked  lighting  apparatus  at  Plumb  Point. 
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The  expenditure  under  appropriated  revenues^  which  is  limited  Jamaica. 
to  the  amounts  received  with  any  balances  brought  forward  firom  *^ 
the  preceding  years,  does  not  cali  for  any  specif  remark,  except 
that  the  total  expenditure  has  exceedea  tne  year's  receipts  by 
5,062/^  and  that  the  unusually  large  expenditure  under  pauper 
and  sanitary  appropriation  was  due  to  the  unfortunate  outbreak 
of  small-pox  during  the  year,  which  in  its  continuance  has  involved 
even  heavier  expenditure  in  1886-87.  The  new  item  of  parochial 
general  purposes  is  for  the  expenses  of  parochial  elections  and 
other  expenses  of  the  newlv  elected  parocnial  boards  specified  in 
the  Law  10  of  1886. 

The  expenditure  on  account  of  inmiigration  services  shows  a 
decrease  of  4,162/.,  principally  due  to  no  expenditure  having  taken 
place  during  the  year  on  account  of  the  introduction  of  immigrants, 
while  the  cost  of  a  return  vessel  fell  on  this  year's  accounts  and 
not  on  those  of  1884-85. 

Pensions. 

During  the  year  eight  pensions,  amounting  in  all  to  270il  5s.  6d. 
were  granted  under  the  provisions  of  the  Jamaica  Pensions  Law  S4 
of  1886,  while  relief  to  the  pension  list  was  afforded  to  the  extent 
of  1,4221  &s.  6d.  by  the  death  during  the  year  of  13  pensioners. 

Debt 

The  sum  of  42,000/.  was  raised  during  the  year  on  account  of 
the  loan  of  MflOOL  authorised  under  Law  14  of  1886  to  comjdete 
the  payments  for  railway  extensions  to  Poms  and  Ewarton,  and  to 
indude  the  amount  of  the  award  of  the  arbitrators  on  the  particular 
points  which  had  then  been  referred  to  them  for  decbion.  This 
amount  was  riused  locally  at  an  average  rate  slightly  above  par. 
A  sum  of  2,400  of  debt  under  the  old  immigration  loan  was  paid 
off  from  general  revenue,  as  well  as  2,700/.  of  the  railway  loan 
imder  Law  12  of  1879  from  the  redemption  fund  provided  for  the 
purpose,  and  600/.  under  Law  47  of  1869  from  the  provision  made 
therefore  under  Law  19  of  1880. 

The  public  debt  directly  secured  on  the  general  revenue  has 
stood  as  follows  on  the>30th  September  in  each  of  the  last  10 
years,  after  making  allowance  in  each  year  for  the  sinking  fund 
acttuilly  invested  m:  the  eventual  redemption  of  debt:-— 

1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1682 
1883 
1884 
1886 
1886 
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£        *. 

d. 

485,107  11 

5 

641,644  10 

9 

718,608  11 

11 

721,481     6 

8 

920,924  19 

4 

1,238,760     0 

0 

1,257,916     2 

1 

1,243,899  18 

9 

1,427,458  14 

2 

1,478,790     3 

8 
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Jamaica.  Of  the  above  amount  of  debt  on  dOth  September  last  702^400/. 
*~*  was  on  account  of  railway  purchase,  reconstruction,  and  extension, 
and  126,500{.  on  account  of  the  Rio  Gobre  Canal. 

The  amount  of  the  increase  in  the  debt  ia  the  year  under  rqxnrt 
was  entirely  for  railway  extension  purposes. 

It  will  be  observed  that  whereas  the  public  debt  in  1886  was 
only  234,89U  more  than  in  1884,  the  annual  provision  on  the 
estimates  for  charges  of  debt  has  risen  from  57,841/.  to  91,1461, 
an  increase  of  33,3042.  This  lipparent  difference  is  accounted  for 
by  the  interest  on  the  400,000/1  loan  being  paid  out  of  capital  and 
not  out  of  current  revenue  until  the  works  were  completed  after 
the  dose  of  the  former  year,  and  by  the  first  instalment  of  the 
Redemption  Fund  of  the  1879  loan  of  140,000/.  not  falling  due 
until  1885,  as  well  as  by  a  sum  of  3,000/.,  by  which  the  annual 
accretions  of  sinkings  bad  increased  without  any  immediate 
diminution  of  the  capital  debt 

The  amount  of  debenture  debt  due  by  the  several  undertakings 
^ecified  below  was  not  affected  during  the  year  except  that  the 
Kingston  and  Liguanea  Waterworks  Commissioners  raised  a  further 
sum  of  19,000/.,  for  the  extension  of  their  works  by  taking  in  the 
Wag  water  supply.  The  estimated  revenue  of  some  2,000/.  from 
this  extension  amply  justified  the  borrowing  of  the  amount,  and 
great  public  convenience  is  expected  to  result  from  the  increased 
quantity  and  the  superior  source  of  supply. 

The  amounts  were  as  under  on  the  30th  September  1886  : — 

£ 
Kingston  and  Liguanea  waterworks  -  -     128,200 

Kingston  markets     -  -  -  -       20,000 

Kingston  gasworks   -  -  -  -       30,000 

Kingston  slaughter-house     *  .  -      10,000 

Legislative  Council. 

The  Legislative  Council  met  for  business  during  the  year  on  the 
16th  September  1885,  and  sat  until  the  29th  of  the  following 
month,  and  i^in  on  the  3rd  and  4th  December  1885,  when  the 
Council  was  prorogued.  A  new  session  commenced  upon  the 
31  st  March  1886,  and  the  Council  sat  until  the  2nd  April,  and 
again  met  on  the  22nd  September,  and  was  sitting  when  the  year 
closed  on  the  80th  of  the  same  month. 

The  Hon.  George  Henderson,  member  for  the  electoral  district 
of  Portland  and  St.  Thomas,  resigned  his  seat  in  Augttst  1886, 
and  Mr.  William  Bancroft  f^pent  was  returned  as  his  successor 
on  the  27th  of  the  same  month. 

The  Hon.  Emanuel  George  Levy,  member  of  the  Council  for 
the  district  of  St  Catherine,  died  on  the  19th  September  1886, 
and  the  Hon.  Thomas  Lloyd  Harvey  was  elected  in  his  stead  on 
the  11th  October  following,  but  did  not  take  his  seat  owing  to  his 
absence  from  the  Island. 
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Civil  Establishment.  Jamaica. 


There  were  numerous  changes  botiv  temporary  and  permanent 
during  the  year. 

His  Excellency  the  Qovernor  left  the  Island  on  leave  of  absence 
on  the  10th  December  1886  and  Major  General  S.  M  Wiseman- 
Clark^  the  senior  officer  in  command  of  the  troops,  assumed  the 
administration  of  the  Gbvemment  as  senior  member  of  the  Privy 
Council  His  Excellency  returned  from  leave  on  the  29th  of  March 
following. 

On  the  3rd  March  1886  Mr.  Daniel  Morris,  M.A.,  Director  of 
Public  Qardens  and  Plantations,  severed  his  official  connexion 
with  the  Colony,  after  performing  useful  and  important  service, 
to  take  up  the  post  of  Assistant  Director  of  the  Boyal  Gardens  at 
Kew. 

The  Hon.  H.  H.  Hocking,  Attorney-General,  left  on  leave  of 
absence  in  April  1886,  and  did  not  return  until  after  the  end  of 
Uie  financial  year,  dmring  which  period  Mr.  Constantine  Burke, 
assistant  to  the  Attorney-General  and  Crown  Solicitor,  acted  as 
Attorney-General  conjointly  with  bis  other  offices. 

Mr.  William  John  Anderson,  Acting  Judge  of  the  Southern 
t)istrict  Court,  proceeded  on  leave  of  absence  on  the  ground  of  ill- 
health  on  the  25th  May  1886»  and  Mr«  Thomas  Ou^hton,  Advocate 
and  Clerk  of  the  Legislative  Council,  was  appointed  his  hcum 
tenent. 

Captain  Hartwell,  B.K,  Inspector-General  of  Police,  relin- 
quished hisappointment  at  theend  of  March,  1886,  on  hisnomination 
to  Her  Majesty's  Consular  Service,  and  Inspector  McLeod  was 
appointed  to  act  temporarily  pending  the  appointment  of  his 
successor.  Major  Louis  Frederick  Ki^ys,  C«M.G.>  who  arrived 
in  the  month  of  August,  1886. 

C^>tain  Mainwaring,  B.N.,  Harbour  Master  for  Kingston  and 
Assistant  Stipendiary  Magistrate,  obtained  six  months'  leave  of 
absence  from  the  7th  April,  1886,  and  Mr.  A  M.  Mould  was 
appointed  to  act  as  Harbour  Master,  and  Captain  W.  P.  Forwood, 
J.r.,  as  Assistant  Stipendiary  Magistrate. 

Mr.  Gillard,  Collector-General,  left  on  leave  of  absence  in 
January,  1886,  and  Mr.  Batten,  Supervisor  of  Bevenue  Offices, 
was  appointed  to  act  in  his  stead. 

Chief  Justice  Sir  Adam  Gib  Ellis  was  granted  leave  of  absence 
and  Charles  Ribton  Curran,  Esq.,  senior  puisne  judge,  acted  as 
Chief  Justice  from  the  7th  July  1886,  and  Mr.  Ernest  Augustus 
Northcote  was  appointed  a  puisne  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  in 
the  previous  May  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  lamented  death 
of  the  late  Mr.  Alan  Ker. 

Minor  General  Mann,  B.E.,  C.M.G.,  Director  of  public  works, 
took  his  departure  from  the  Island  on  vacation  leave  of  absence  in 
July,  1886,  preparatory  to  retirement  from  the  service  of  the 
Colony  after  a  long  term  of  useful  employment  in  Jamaica^ 
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Mr.  y.  G.  Bell,  MJ.C.E.,  was  appointed  to  act  as  Director 
of  Public  Works  conjointly  with  his  office  of  Engineer  to  the  rail- 
way. 

A  new  appointment  was  created  of  Adjatant  to  the  Jamaica 
Volunteer  Miutia,  a  force  then  recently  raised,  and  Captain  Gray, 
of  the  1st  West  India  Regiment,  received  the  appointment  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1886. 

Under  the  powers  vested  in  the  Gbvernor  by  Law  6  of  1886, 
the  Law  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  a  Board  of  Supervision  was 
appointed  in  September,  1886,  consisting  of  the  following  gentle* 
men : — The  Hons.  S.  C.  Burke,  Acting  Attorney-Genertd,  C.  B. 
Mosse,  C.B.,  Superintending  Medical  Officer,  B.  Craig,  MX.C^ 
and  Chairman  of  the  Parochial  Board  of  Clarendon,  Wl  Bourice, 
M.L.C.,  and  Ma^or  of  Kingstoii,  J.  P.  Clark,  Custos  of  Man- 
chester and  Chairman  of  the  Parochial  Board  of  Manchester, 
W.  Ewen,  Custos  of  Westmoreland,  J,  Macglashan,  Esq.,  Auditor- 
General,  and  S.  Soutar,  Esq.,  Member  of  me  Council  of  the  City 
of  Kingston  and  of  the  Parochial  Board  of  St  Andrew. 

Public  Works. 

The  total  expenditure  under  all  heads  (excepting  railways) 
has  been  70,059^  16s.  7d.;  of  this  sum  30,711/.  9s.  lOd.  was 
required  for  maintenance,  repair,  and  new  works  on  main  roads 
and  bridges,  and  39,348{.  6s.  9d.  was  expended  on  maintenance 
and  repair  of  public  buildings,  lighthouses.  Bio  Cobre  Canal, 
parochial  services,  waterworks,  &c.  The  average  cost  of  main- 
tenance of  main  roads  and  brickes  was  36£  I6s.  9</.,  which  is  the 
highest  amount  in  any  of  the  last  six  years,  the  average  of  that 
period  having  been  312.  I2s.  8d.  The  total  expenditure  under 
the  above  head  exceeded  the  estimated  expenditure  by  4,790/.  lis., 
and  this  excess  is  due  to  two  causes  :  first,  the  recUiotion  of  the 
estimates  by  the  disallowance  by  the  Legislative  Council  of  the 
amount  asked  for  contingendes  ;  and  secondly,  to  the  exceptional 
weather  which  prevailed  during  the  year.  The  rainfall  during 
the  year  was  44  *  1  per  cent,  larger  than  the  average.  This  state- 
ment of  per-centage  does  not,  however,  ffive  an  altc^ther  adequate 
idea  of  the  effects  of  the  rains,  which  were  in  many  cases  very 
heavy  downpours  lasting  for  days,  and  during  that  time  doing 

Seat  damage.     The  north-east  end  of  the  Island  suffered  most, 
e  west  end  and  west  central  portions  of  it  least,  from  the  effects 
of  the  rain. 

The  first  floods  of  any  extent  took  place  between  the  Ist  and 
5th  December.  In  the  eastern  district  a  fall  of  eight  inches  of 
run  occurred  in  two  days,  while  in  the  western  district  within  a 
limited  area  the  fall  was  as  great  as  nine  inches  within  seven 
hours.  More  than  50  landslips  were  brought  down  by  these  rains 
on  the  Annotto  Bay  Junction  Road,  and  several  retaining  walls 
were  carried  away. 
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After  this  the  heavy  weather  continued  on  tho  north  side,  and  J^majcx. 
from  the  22nd  to  24th  December  violent  floods  took  place.  In  ""^ 
the  eastern  district  there  were  fails  of  26  inches  in  three  days ; 
£ei118  of  15^  21,  and  19  inches  were  r^stered  in  36  hours  at  three 
stations  near  St.  Anne's  Bay,  and  at  one  station  there  was  noted 
a  fall  of  sis  and  one  half  inches  in  one  and  a  half  hours.  Similar 
weather  prevailed  in  other  parts  of  the  Island^  the  effect  of  which 
was  increased  by  a  heavy  norther.  In  the  first  week  in  June^ 
1886,  there  occurred  floods  which  appear  to  be  almost  unprece- 
dented in  Jamaica.  In  one  parish,  that  of  Manchester,  43^  inches 
of  rain  fell  in  six  days,  and  an  immense  amount  of  damage  was 
-done  to  roads  and  works  by  these  floods. 

Following  this  occurred  the  cyclone  of  the  27  th  June,  accom- 
panied by  heavy  rains,  which  again  did  extensive  damage  to  the 
roads  and  telegraphs,  and  much  of  the  work  recently  done  was 
again  entirely  destroyed. 

Last  of  all  occurred  the  cyclone  of  the  20th  of  August,  the 
efiects  of  which  were  felt  in  all  parts  of  the  Island,  except  the 
south-western  end,  and  the  damage  done  was  again  very  severe. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  a  large  amount  of  repairs  to  the 
bridges  and  culverts  on  the  main  roads.  Two  new  roads,  one 
from  Brown's  Town  to  Cave  Valley,  forming  a  connecting  link 
between  the  north  and  south  side  system,  and  the  other  from  Port 
Antonio  to  Sandy  river,  have  been  added  to  the  schedule  of 
main  roads.  These  two  roads  aggregate  a  length  of  over  20  miles. 
The  following  are  some  of  the  new  works  on  main  roads  carried 
out  during  the  year : — 

A  footbridge  of  very  substantial  construction  has  been  erected 
over  the  Muirton  river  near  Mauchioneal. 

A  considerable  amount  of  retaining  wall  has  been  built  on  the 
Gordon  Town  and  Constant  Spring  roads.  The  road  near  Port 
Antonio  through  the  bog  swamp  has  been  raised  and  a  large 
number  of  concrete  culverts  have  been  laid  down  to  the  improve- 
ment of  other  roads. 

Of  the  39,348/.  6^.  9d.  expended  on  other  works,  the  main 
items  are : — 

£      s.    d. 

Bepairs  and  maintenance  of  public  build- 
ings .....     6,743  17     6 

New  works  on  public  buildings  -  -  6,244     3     5 

Salaries  ....  8,522     3  10 

Parochial  services  ...  3,163  19  11 

Parochial  waterworks    ...  7,121   14     4 

The  expenditure  for  repairs  to  public  buildings  is  for  usual 
maintenance. 
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Jamaica.  New  works  on  public  buildings  ipdude  the  following : — 

""  The  purchase  of  the  post  and  telegraph  oflBces  at  May  Pau, 

The  commencement  of  a  substantial  building  at  Port  Antonio 
for  the  revenue  offices  and  rum  bonded  warehouse. 

The  completion  of  a  tank  at  the  Boys'  Reformatory. 

The  conversion  of  the  former  district  prison  at  Mandeville  into 
a  constabulary  station^  and  of  the  station  itself  into  post  and 
telegraph  offices. 

The  completion  of  a  large  word  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

There  have  also  been  numerous  additions  and  alterations  at 
court  houses^  district  prisons^  and  hospitals. 

Under  the  head  of  parochial  services  are  included  the  con- 
struction and  restoring  of  roads  and  bridges^  reporting  and  advising 
on  proposed  parochial  works,  and  superintending  and  inspecting 
them.  It  is  reported  that  in  no  less  than  104  cases  has  this  advice 
and  assistance  been  rendered  to  the  parochial  boards. 

The  services  in  connexion  with  parochial  waterworks  consisted 
of  preparing  surveys  and  plans,  and  in  some  cases  undertaking 
the  actual  construction  of  the  works. 


Spanish  Town  Waterworks. 

The  works  in  connexion  with  the  Spanish  Town  water  supply 
were  continued  under  the  management  of  >he  Director  of  Public 
Works ;  the  total  cost  of  their  maintenance  and  management  was 
323/.  \Zs,  8d.  The  total  revenue  for  the  year  was  1,019/.  6s.  lA, 
as  against  1)084/.  9s.  4d.  received  last  year. 

The  works  aie  in  fair  order,  and  the  supply  of  water  was 
continuous  during  the  year. 

,Lands. 

During  the  year  four  properties  were  recovered  from  squatters 
under  the  184th  section  of  the  District  Courts  Law. 

The  amount  realised  by  the  sale  of  Government  lands  amounted 
during  the  year  to  1,908/.  58.,  and  the  amount  from  lands  leased 
to  47/. 

A  cadastral  plan  of  the  parish  of  St  Elizabeth  on  a  scale  of  four 
inches  to  the  mile  was  completed. 

Bio  Cobre  Canal, 

These  works  were  maintained  throughout  the  year  at  a  cost  of 
1,630/.  105.  6rf.  ^         ^ 

The  works  were  considerably  damaged  by  the  heavy  rain  which 
fell  in  June  last. 

The  earnings  amounted  to  2,408i  175.  llrf.  during  the  year, 
and  the  actual  amount  collected  to  2,197/.  85.  Id.,  as  agsdnst 
2,709/.  8^.  9rf.  and  2,358/.  155.  8rf.  of  last  year  respectively. 
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The  falling  off  is  due  to  the  heavy  rainfall  during  the  year       JAMiLioA4 
whichy  of  course,  made  proprietora  independent  for  a  time,  of  the        *""" 
supply  from  the  canal. 

Inland  Telegraphs. 

The  gross  receipts  during  the  year  aYnottnted  to  4,055/:  9j.  3rf. 
showiilg  a  decrease  of  189/.  18*.  3rf.  on  the  collections  of'  the 
previous  year.  Mr.  Sullivan  attributes  this  decrease  to  the 
continued  depression  of  the  fruit  trade,  and  the  continuous  heavy 
rains  and  storms  which  prevailed  during  the  year.  The  expendi- 
ture on  account  of  telegraphs  during  the  year  amounted  to 
3,828/.  &s.  5«£/showing  a  decrease  of  11  li  Is,  9\d.  on  the 
expenditure  of  the  previous  year.  This  amount  includes  salaries, 
wages,  and  services,  but  does  not  take  into  account  the  expenses 
of  maintenance  of  the  Kne,  amounting  to  1,984/.  35.  4rf.  in  1885-86, 
or  the  interest  and  redemption  of  the  capital  cost  of  construction, 
amounting  to  790/.  (5  per  cent,  on  15,802/.).  The  number  of 
messages  sent  and  received  during  the  year  is  73,622  as  against 
76,886  during  the  previous  year,  or  a  decrease  of  3,264.  This 
decrease,  both  in  revenne  and  number  of  messages,  is  attributed  to 
the  general  depression  in  trade,  and  also  to  the  severe  storms,  both 
of  wind  and  rain,  which  on  several  occasions  destroyed  the  lines 
and  interrupted  communication  for  some  time. 

Under  the  arrangement  entered  into  during  the  previous  year 
with  the  West  India  and  Panama  Telegraph  Company  for  the 
reception  and  transmission  of  foreign  telegrams  at  inland  tel^raph 
stations  the  sum  of  1,291/.  1^.  Sd.  was  collected  at  the  several 
telegraph  stations  for  telegrams  to  places  beyond  sea  and  was  paid 
througn  the  Island  treasury  to  the  clerk  in  warge  of  that  company. 

Te&graph  stations  were  opened  during  the  year  at  Ewarton 
and  Yallahs. 

There  were  623^  miles  of  telegraph  lines  in  operation  during 
the  year,  which  were  maintained  at  a  cost  of  8/.  16^.  a  mile. 


Railways. 

The  severe  floods  that  occurred  in  December,  January,  and  June 
of  this  year  caused  considerable  damage  both  to  the  old  line  of 
railway  and  to  the  Porus  and  Ewarton  extensions,  and  it  was 
necessary  to  suspend  traffic  on  the  extensions  for  one  day  on  the 
first  occasion,  for  13  days  on  the  Porus  line  on  the  second  occasion 
and  for  92  days  on  the  Ewarton  line  and  69  days  on  the  Porus 
line  in  consequence  of  the  floods  in  June.  The  repairs  of  those 
damages  cost  over  5,000/.,  and  2,963/.  is  still  required  to  complete 
the  repairs  on  the  Porus  line  as  well  as  9,350/.  on  the  Ewarton 
line,  tvbere  the  large  retaining  wall  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Gibraltar  tunnel  was  undermined  and  fell. 
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jAiuroA*         These  sospensions  of  traffic  and  the  prevalence  of  small-pox 

""^        in  Kingston  and  the  neighbourhood,  which  much  deterred  people 

from  travelling,  of  course  affected  the  earnings  of  the  railway,  the 

total  gross  receipts  being  34,772/.  75.  9dL  against  an  estimate  of 

47,300/. 

Although  a  good  deal  remained  to  be  done  to  restore  the  line, 
yet,  owing  to  a  temporary  deviation  at  the  north  end  of  the 
Gibraltar  tunnel  and  other  temporary  works,  traffic  was  folly  open 
at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  rolling  stock  was  maintained  in 
good  order  and  condition  throughout  the  year. 


The  gross  receipts    for  the  year 
amounted  to     -  -  ^ 


The  expenditure  to 
Leaving  a  net  revenue  of 


34,772     7     9 
•    27,903  10  10 

-      6,868  16  11 


The  result  leaves  a  charge  of  23,632/1  for  the  year  on  the 
general  revenue  after  the  pavment  of  interest  on  railway  loans. 

The  following  statement  snows  the  receipts  of  the  year  under 
review  as  compared  with  the  five  years  preceding :«- 


1885-86. 

18S4r66. 

1888-84. 

1882-88. 

1881-82. 

Goods  and  cattlo 
pMsengorf      •         • 
UiBoellaneom- 
Wharf  • 

e   9.  d. 

l<^909  10    8 

1^017    9   8 

728  IS    8 

2.07115    2 

£     «.  d. 

18,884  16   7 

14^77  18   8 
l«ei0  14    0 
1.886    4    6 

£     «.  d. 

12498  12  11 

11.678   4    8 
1.205  12  10 
1.988    7    0 

£    9.  d, 
18^207  10    8 

1M14  12    2 

817    4    9 

1305  15    0 

£    «.   d. 
15fiSn    0    9 

9^680  1610 

94    1    6 

698    4    2 

Total     - 

84^772    7    9 

814»812    8 

27.018  17    0 

25.646    2    7 

26»015    2  11 

Expenditure,  ezdnd- 
ing  wharf  as  usual  • 

Pw-oeiita«e  of  working 
expenses  of  line  to 
revenue  of  line 

27.908  10  10 
80-24 

irjmii  8 

68*24 

U.969    8    7 
47-2 

11.088  18    2 
«-09 

12304  11    0 
60*56 

The  unusaally  large  per*centa^e  of  expenditure  to  receipts  as 
compared  with  previous  years  is  due  to  the  heavy  expenditure  in 
repairing  the  damages  referred  to,  and  to  the  suspensions  of  traffic 
during  such  repairs  reducing  the  receipts. 

The  total  number  of  passengers  carried  was  186,938,  and 
although  this  number  is  14,909  less  than  that  carried  last  year 
the  receipts  for  passengers  was  Z9l.  11 5,  6</.  more  than  was  then 
received,  owing  to  the  greater  number  of  miles  of  line  being  open 
and  the  average  length  of  journeys  of  passengers  being  longer. 
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District  Courts 

The  following  summary  shows  the  business  of  the  district  courts 
during  the  past  10  years : — 


Jamaioju 


1877.     1878.     1879.     1880.     1881.     1882.     1888.     1884.     1885.     1886. 


Oriminsl  trials 
Small  causes 
Judgment 


Equity 

Oases  under  Land 
Law 

Bankrupt^  oases 

Probate 


Amount  obtained 
Judgment  obtained 
Costs- 
Court  fees    - 


S,7W 
9^12 

1,670 


17 
SB 

£ 

80,894 

80,978 

5,631 

5,436 


4^054 
9,616 

1,579 
21 

163 
5 
94 

£ 

68,300 

88,348 

5,688 

5,491 


3,310 
7,704 

1,503 
SO 

104 

1 

108 

£ 

51,610 

88,479 

4,962 

4^767 


8,197 
7,668 

;«692 
15 

126 

8 

109 

£ 

47,406 

34^066 

4,967 

4^484 


4k872 
7,779 

1,614 
19 

169 

1 
147 

£ 

54,786 

30,747 

5,361 

4,588 


8,279 
6,907 

i;W4 
14 

78 

6 

131 

£ 

45,736 

26,916 

4^406 

4^y73 


8370 
4,688 


886 
20 


4 
188 

£ 
38,236 


19,718 
8.786 
3,708 


8,610 
3,696 

666 

21 

108 

4 
126 

£ 
28,012 
16,4U 
8,381 
3,525 


8,412 
8,503 

628 
14 


2 

£ 
26,923 
15358 


3,279 
3.422 


3342 
3,616 

470 


97 

116 

£ 
27,087 
16,415 
3370 
9340 


There  is  not  much  change  when  compared  with  the  three  years 
immediately  preceding.  After  the  close  of  the  year  under  review 
a  considerable  reduction  was  made  in  the  fees  of  court  under 
Law  28  of  1886>  which  soon  resulted  in  a  large  increase  of  business 
with  some  loss  of  total  receipts. 

There  were  14  appeals  from  the  judgments  of  these  courts 
during  the  year^  eight  being  in  civil  and  six  in  criminal  cases. 
In  six  cases  the  judgments  of  the  lower  courts  were  set  aside  or 
reversed. 

No  progress  was  made  in  the  proposed  re-organization  of  these 
courts,  as  the  Legislative  Council,  before  whom  the  measure  was  to 
comcj  did  not  meet  until  the  end  of  the  year. 


Botanical  Department. 

During  the  year  the  Botanical  Department  was  deprived  of  the 
services  of  Mr.  Morris,  who  for  more  than  six  years  held  the 
appointment  of  director,  and  who  was  promoted  to  be  assistant 
director  of  the  Royal  (jardens  at  Kew.  The  energetic  and  able 
services  rendered  by  Mr.  Morris  had  been  of  great  value  to  the 
department. 

On  the  departure  of  Mr.  Morris,  Major  O'Brien,  R.E.,  Assistant 
Director  of  Public  Works,  was  appointed  to  act  as  Director  of  the 
Botanical  Department.  Major  O'Brien  left  the  Island  in  July, 
and  Mr.  Hart,  Superintendent  of  the  cinchona  plantation,  assumed 
charge  of  the  department 

Pending  the  settlement  of  the  question  of  the  condition  in  which 
this  department  should  be  maintained  in  the  future  no  new  or 
expensive  works  were  undertaken  during  the  year,  but  the  several 
plantations  were  kept  in  a  state  of  efficiency.     The  cyclone  of 
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Jamaica.  August  and  the  excessive  rainfall  daring  the  year  did  considerable 
*'^**  damage^  but  in  both  cases  by  prompt  measures  on  the  part  of  the 
superintendents  in  charge  many  valuable  trees  and  plants  were 
saved^  and  at  the  cinchona  plantation  the  bark  of  many  thousand 
trees  which  had  been  blown  down  was  harvested  and  prepared  for 
shipment. 

The  work  of  the  herbarium  has  been  pioceeded  with  on  the 
lines  laid  down  by  Mr.  Morris^  and  the  exchanges  initiated  by  him 
with  other  botanical  establishments  have  been  carried  on,  and  a  fine 
consignment  of  well  determined  North  American  plants  has  been 
received  from  the  botanists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  ai 
Washington.  The  whole  collection  of  dried  flowering  plants  which 
had  been  accumulating  for  the  previous  six  years^  was  sent  to  Kew 
for  determination. 

Castleton  Gardens. 

The  Sowari  nut  or  butter-nut  tree  bore  fruit  at  Castleton  for  the 
first  time  this  year.  The  mangosleen  also  bore  fruit  for  the  first 
time  at  this  garden^  and  it  is  believed  for  the  first  time  in  Jamaica. 
A  very  considerable  distribution  of  plants  and  seeds  was  effected 
from  this  garden  during  the  year,  over  12,000  being  sold  and 
many  thousands  gratuitously  distributed. 

Several  new  plants  have  been  received,  including  the  valuable 
rubber  plant  from  British  Guiana,  citrons  from  Trinidad,  and 
several  new  varieties  of  orange  and  lemon  plants  from  England  : 
a  considerable  number  of  plants  not  in  the  collection  were  also  re- 
ceived from  the  Royal  Gardens  at  Kew,  including  35  plants  of  the 
gynocardia  odorata,  which  produces  the  medicinal  preparation 
known  as  chaulmangra  oil,  said  to  be  useful  in  skin  diseases. 

Hope  Plantation  and  Nurseries. 

The  Hope  establishment  which  was  primarily  acquired  for  the 
tiial  and  propagation  of  the  best  varieties  of  sugar  cane  has  lately 
become  an  important  depot  for  the  propagation  and  distribution 
of  economic  and  ornamental  plants  and  seeds,  and  has  been 
successfully  carried  on  during  the  year.  Its  nurseries  now  contiun 
a  full  supply  of  plants  for  distribution.  The  teak  plantation  at 
this  garden  suffered  considerably  from  the  cyclone.  The  experi- 
mental pine  and  cane  cultivation  has  done  well,  and  the  olives  and 
nutmegs  are  thriving. 

King*s  House  Gardens. 

No  new  works  of  importance  were  undertaken  at  the  King's 
House  Gkirdens  or  grounds  during  the  year,  but  the  fences  and 
roads  have  been  maintained  in  proper  order  and  the  beds  and 
walks  carefully  attended  to.  A  small  distribution  of  plants  ^nd 
seeds  is  carried  on  by  the  Superintendent  in  charge. 
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Parade  Garden^  Kingston. 

The  Kingston  Parade  Garden  has  been  well  kept  up  with  shade 
and  ornamental  trees,  and  is  much  appreciated  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town.  A  small  rockery  has  been  formed  at  the  north 
entrance  of  the  garden,  which  has  greatly  improved  its  appearance, 
while  the  fine  rains  which  fell  during  the  year  have  greatly 
assisted  the  development  of  all  classes  of  shrubs  and  tre««  under 
cultivation. 


Jamaica 


Palisadoes  Plantation. 

The  cocoanut  plantation  on  the  Palisadoes  has  been  maintained 
in  a  satisfactory  condition  during  the  year,  and  tho  vacancies 
caused  by  the  deaths  of  plants  during  tho  preceding  years  of  severe 
drought  hfive  been  supplied. 

A  select  committee  of  the  Legislative  Council  who  reported  on 
the  whole  Botanical  Department  after  the  close  of  the  financial 
year  made  several  recommendations,  o£  which  the  principal  were 
the  maintenance  of  the  department  at  a  sum  not  exceeding  its 
present  cost,  and  the  transfer  of  nursery  operations  from  CastTeton 
to  the  more  accessible  garden  at  the  Hope. 


Education. 

The  year  under  review  is  the  19th  year  since  the  introduction  of 
the  present  system  of  education  in  1867,  which  filled  the  almost 
complete  void  existing  in  this  direction  at  that  time  so  far  as 
Government  aid  and  control  were  concerned. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  summary  of  the  work  of  the 
department  for  the  last  three  years : — 


Year 

*  8 

1 
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i 

1 

H 

OS  2 

ClaasofSchooL 

1 

1 

.sgg| 

I. 

XL 

in. 

• 

E. 
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1885-86 

720 

1 

687  60^4 

34^668 

66-70 

70 

264 

367 

- 

0 

36 

£       8, 

6,964  11 

^1,866   7 

1884-86 

728 

663  62,106 

36,070 

68-1 

65 

261 

510 

34 

8 

65 

7.903    0 

81,707    0 

188^-84 

703 

668  67,280 

1 

32,216 

68- 

60 

£15 

288 

61 

4 

40 

7,143    0 

20,868    0 

♦  One  third  of  cUwgrant  deducted  for  failure  in  writhmetic.   E.  Exceptional.   F.  Failures. 

There  has  been  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  scholars  on  the 
books,  and  also  in  average  attendance  during  the  period  embraced 
in  the  returns.     Unpropitious  weather  is  said  to  have  been  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


40  PAPKBS  EELATQ^O  TO 

Jamaica*  caiuie  of  this  decrease,  and  it  is  noted  that  the  numbers  have  not 
"-^  fallen  off  as  much  this  year  as  they  had  advanced  the  year  before. 
There  has,  moreover,  been  a  steady  advance  in  the  class  of  schools, 
and  therefore  the  total  amount  of  grants  earned  has  not  fallen  off. 
It  is  regretfully  mentioned  by  the  Inspector  of  Schools  that,  all 
things  considered,  the  payment  of  fees  continues  very  irregular 
and  unsatisfactory.  In  connexion  with  this  matter  the  Inspector 
of  Schools  makes  the  following  observations : — 

**  I  have  received  with  regret  reports  from  the  country  that 
many  parents  having  heard  of  the  report  of  the  Education  Commis- 
sion have  refused  to  pay  fees,  saying  that  they  are  abolished.  I 
trust  that  all  managers,  and  persons  having  influence  among  the 
people  will  do  their  utmost  to  combat  this  mischievous  delusion. 
The  report  of  the  Education  Commissioners  may  never  be  acted 
upon  in  all  its  details,  and  it  is  almost  certain  that  no  recommen- 
dations involving  expenditure  or  sacrifice  of  revenue  will  be 
immediately  earned  into  effect.  In  any  case,  school  fees  form  an 
essential  part  of  the  present  system ;  diey  are  not  yet,  and  it  is 
not  certain  thai  they  will  ever  be,  abolished,  and  the  obligation 
upon  parents  to  pay  them  b  just  as  binding  as  the  obligation  to  pay 
any  other  debt." 

The  training  college  students  showed  evidence  of  good  steady 
work  and  process  in  the  annual  examination  held  in  December 
1885.  Provision  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
ad  interim  report  of  the  Education  Commission  adopted  by  the 
Legislative  Council  for  an  additional  number  of  students,  and  an 
entrance  examination  was  held  in  January,  1886,  when  35  candi- 
dates were  admitted  to  maintenance  scholarships  of  20/.  a  year  in 
the  Calabar  (Baptist,  Fairfield  Bethabara,^  both  Moravian)  and 
St.  Mary's  (Church  of  England)  colleges  respectively.  An 
increased  desire  to  qualify  as  teachers  has  been  stimulated  by  the 
creation  of  these  scholarships,  as  the  Inspector  reports  that  the 
number  of  candidates  entered  for  the  December,  1886,  examination 
is  gi*eater  by  50  per  cent,  than  on  any  previous  examination, 
including  the  Moravian  Colleges,  which  bad  never  previously 
been  examined  by  Government,  the  20  additional  students  at  the 
Lady  Mico  Institution,  the  17  candidates  from  the  Qovemment 
Female  Training  College  at  Camperdown,  and  the  5  from  St. 
Mary's.  The  Inspector  further  points  out  that  as  the  ^^  natural 
waste  "  in  the  teaching  staff  of  Great  Britain  is  placed  at  6  per 
cent  in  the  last  English  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  this  would  amount  in  Jamaica  to  45  out  of  the  total 
number  of  teachers  in  the  Colony,  and  that  the  50  teachers  who 
annually  leave  our  training  colleges  for  the  schools  are  certainly  not 
at  all  in  excess  of  our  wants,  es])ecially  when  it  is  considered  that 
for  many  years  to  come  in  addition  to  supplying  this  natural  waste 
our  aim  will  be  to  replace  incompetent  by  trained  teachers  as  well. 

The  female    training    college  at  Camperdown.  has  been  in 
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<x)ntiDU0U8  operation  throughout  the  year;   there  are  now  23      Jamaica. 
students  in  residence  at  the  college.  In  connexion  with  this  Govern-        — 
ment  college  for  female  teachers  it  is  satisfactory  to  remark  that  the 
foundation  stone  for  the  erection  of  a  substantial  building  solely 
for  the  education  of  ^Is  has  recently  been  laid  near  Porus  under 
the  auspices  of  the  London  Missionary  Society.    • 

The  report  of  the  Education  Commission  which  waspresented 
on  the  9th  July  1885  has  not  yet  been  acted  upon.  Very  large 
questions,  both  of  policy  and  of  finance,  are  raised  by  this  report, 
and  on  some  of  the  points  dealt  with  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  exists  outside  the  Commission.  The  most  important  of  he 
recommendations  of  the  Commission  are  (1)  that  "the  provision  of 
''  suitable  residences  should  be  deemed,  at  least  in  countr}  districts, 
''  a  necessary  complement  to  the  emoluments  of  teachers,  and  that 
*^  to  this  end  building  grants  for  the  purpose  should  be  made  by 
<<  Government  on  the  same  principles  as  are  now  applied  in  the  case 
^  of  school  building  grants ;  (2)  that  a  system  of  superannuation 
''  allowances  and  gratuities  for  teachers  to  a  strictly  limited  extent 
*'  should  be  adopted ;  (3)  that  attendance  at  school  should  be  made 
**  compulsory;  (4)  that  fees  should  be  abolished  )  (5)  that  a  central 
'^  Board  of  Education,  to  be  deliberative,  consultative,  and  advisory, 
"  as  well  as  a  ^ Board  of  Review'  should  be  constituted;  (6)  that 
'<  local  boards  should  also  be  established,  including  all  the  school 
''  managers  of  the  respective  districts,  and  possessing  powers  strictly 
^^  limited  and  defined.'' 

Any  extension  of  the  operations  of  the  education  system  cannot 
be  effected  without  additional  expenditure  and,  as  our  present 
fiscal  means  are  insufficient  to  meet  existing  liabilities  of  the 
public  purse,  the  question  remains  vvhether  tlie  demands  of 
education  should  have  a  place  among,  or  precedence  of,  the 
numerous  claims  that  are  now  being  urged  and  to  meet  which 
further  taxation  seems  inevitable. 


ImmigratioTK 

The  protector  in  submitting  his  last  periodical  report  points 
out  that  the  returns  he  submits  embrace  a  period  of  15  months  to 
Uie  31st  December  1886,  so  as  to  meet  the  desire  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  that  all  returns  should  be  made  in  future  for  the 
calendar  year;  instead  of  as  hitherto  for  the  financial  year  of  the 
Colony,  which  ends  on  the  30th  September, 

No  new  immigrants  were  introduced  during  the  15  months, 
and  the  Governor's  proclamation  issued  under  the  authority  of  Law 
18  of  1886  has  suspended  immigration*  This  Law  was  passed 
and  the  subsequent  action  was  taken  in  consequence  of  the  report 
of  a  select  committee  of  the  Legislative  Council,  adopted  by  the 
Council,  that  a  Law  be  passed  abolishing  the  importation  of  Indian 
immigrants.  As  there  had  been  no  demand  for  these  cooh'es 
preferred  through  the  Protector  of  Immigrants  since  February  1886, 
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Jamxjoa.     except  a  small  one  for  55^  the  proposal  was  agi^eed  to  in  the  vieur 
'  it  would  lead  to  economies  in  the  immigration  department  and 

consequent  redaction  of  the  export  duties  which  are  raised  to  meet 
those  charges. 

There  is  nothing  to  prevent  recourse  to  immigration  in  the 
future^  should  it  be  conclusively  proved  that  such  a  measure  is 
necessary.  At  present  there  is  no  indication  of  any  such 
necessity. 

A  return  ship^  the  ^'St.  Kilda/'  embarked  138  statute  adults 
(besides  some  who  pud  for  their  own  passages)  for  Calcutta  on 
the  14th  of  November  1886.  145  of  these  people  deposited  for 
Treasury  bills  the  sum  of  2^75/.^  in  sums  varying  from  432/. 
downwards,  and  took  with  them  tiie  usual  quantity  of  jewellery. 

The  mortality  returns  of  the  15  months  are  very  satisfactory, 
averaging  2*69  per  centum  per  annum  for  Chinese  and  East 
Indians     the  birth-rate  is,  however,  very  small. 

It  is  interesting  to  notice  that  no  oases  of  small-pox  have 
occurred  amongst  the  indentured  coolies^  all  of  whom  have  been 
vacciiiated,  though  the  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  the  Island 
for  several  months. 

The  Chinese  who  remain  are  still  reported  as  performing  satis- 
fectory  work,  but  their  desertions  have  been  large,  indeed  to  such 
an  extent  as  to  call  for  a  remission  at  the  expense  of  the  Immigra- 
tion Fund  of  one  half  of  the  promissory  notes  given  in  respect  of 
the  permanent  deserters.  The  crafty  habits  of  these  people  and 
the  facilities  for  concealment  and  escape  to  near  neighbouring 
places  make  their  capture  by  the  police  very  diflScult. 

The  East  Indians,  as  they  have  hitherto  proved  themselves 
here,  remain  a  prosperous  and  peaceful  portion  of  the  population, 
and  their  industry  and  thrift  may  be  measured  by  the  fact  that 
the  deposits  by  888  of  them  in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  on 
the  1st  October  1886  aggregated  a  total  of  23,363/.  11*.  llrf. 

The  Immigration  Fund  had  18/614/.,  made  up  of  3,264/.  in  cash 
and  of  15,350/.  held  in  employers'  promissory  notes,  at  credit  at 
the  close  of  the  last  financial  year  on  the  30th  September  1886, 
and  there  was  also  11,909/.  accrued  to  the  Eeturn  Passage  Fund 
applicable  to  immigrants  introduced  since  1878.  As  soon  as  the 
claims  on  the  fund,  which  is  fed  by  the  export  duties  on  sugar  and 
riim,  and  by  the  maturity  of  the  notes  held,  will  permit,  the 
promised  reduction  or  abolition  of  those  duties  will  be  effected. 
At  present  those  claims  are  (1)  the  protective  and  inspectionary 
staff  for  the  immigrants  who  are  scattered  over  the  Island,  and 
the  last  of  whose  indentures  do  not  expire  until  1890 ;  (2)  of  the 
agency  in  tndia  for  the  return  immigrants  and  for  the  concerns 
of  those  still  under  indenture,  as  well  as  for  communication  with 
the  Indian  Government ;  (3)  the  repatriation  of  the  few  still  remain- 
ing  immigrants  who  were  introduced  prior  to  1878  and  who  are 
estimated  now  to  number  about  250 ;  and  (4)  lastly,  the  liabilities 
on  account  of  Chinese  deserters  which  have  been  assumed  in  the 
part  remission  of  the  promissory  notes  in  respect  of  them  and 
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which^  the  Protector  reports,  may  aggregate  4,000?.  to    6,000/.  if 
desertion  should  continae  at  its  past  rate. 

Emigration. 

There  was  again  in  this  year  a  considerable  falling  off  in  the 
number  both  of  departures  for  and  returns  from  Colon,  owing  no 
doubt  as  respects  departures  from  hence  ta  the  partia*  suspension 
of  works  on  the  Canal  The  numbers  in  each  of  the  last  three 
years  have  been  : — 


Jamaica, 


Departares. 

1883-84      -            -            -            - 
1884-85      ...            - 
1885^6      ...            - 

24,801 

15,094 

8,803 

11,600 

15,076 

6,700 

It  has  also  been  remarked  in  some  of  the  quarterly  reports 
which  I  require  from  the  Inspectors  of  Police  here  that  Colon  no 
longer  appears  to  exercise  so  great  an  attraction  for  the  negroes 
as  formerly,  many  ^recognising  that  if  they  can  obtain  regular  work 
In  Jamaica  the  cheaper  living,  the  better  climate,  home  associations, 
and  other  local  advantages  are  more  than  equal  to  the  higher  and 
somewhat  nominal  rate  of  wages  earned  at  the  Isthmus. 

Another  inducement  has  recently  been  offered 'to  emigration 
from  Jamaica  by  the  construction  of  a  railway  from  Port  Limon 
in  Costa  Bica,  but  while  this  country  may  lUFord  a  better  field 
than  the  Isthmus  of  Panama  in  point  of  climate,  the  other  dis- 
advantages do  not  appear  to  differ.  Warnings  as  far  as  is  consistent 
with  a  desire  not  to  interfere  with  the  labourer's  freedom  to 
dispose  of  his  labour  wherever  seems  best  to  himself  have  been 
repeatedly  given,  but  I  fear  without  much  practical  effect 

Government  Savings  Bank. 
The  number  of  depositors  and  the  amount  of  deposits  in  the 
bank  have  been  as  follows  for  the  last  10  years  : — 


Year. 

Number  of  Depositore. 

Amount  of  Deposits. 

1877 

5,756 

253,983 

1878 

6,002 

273,620 

1879 

6,341 

294,589 

1880 

7,297 

833,970 

1881 

7,970 

342,339 

1882 

9,543 

324,847 

1883 

11,925 

325,705 

1884 

13,602 

850,546 

1885 

15,511 

360,190 

1886 

16,320 

363,292 
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Jamaica.'     thus  showing  some  check  in  the  increase  of  numbers  and  of 

"^        amounts.     This  arrest  is  attributed  by  the  manager  to  the  great 

and  general  depression  in  trade^  and  also  to  the  prevalence  of 

small-pox  during  the  year^  which  necessarily  limited  the  means  of 

the  people. 

In  the  above  amount  of  deposits  are   included  five  deposit 
accounts  for  the  following  public  funds : — 


£   -  *. 

d. 

Immigrants  Beturn  Passage  Fund 

-    11,909  10 

3 

Constabulary  Beward  Fund 

315  17 

10 

Sinking  funds    -           .            - 

-      2,087    2 

4 

Constabulary  Pension  Fund 

28  13 

2 

Smith  and  Beckford's  Charity    - 

-      1,222  19 

9 

There  were  also  179  accounts  for  trusts,  charities,  Chancery 
suits,  administrator  general,  and  bankrupt  estates  amounting  to 
a  total  deposit  of  30,623/.  2^.  5d.  The  remaining  16,136  accounts 
representing  311,443/.,  are  all  ordinary  and  legitimate  savings 
bank  deposits. 

Of  the  total  number  of  accounts  open  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
10,501  were  for  6/.  and  under  and  only  869  were  for  over  100/. 
This  continued  increase  in  the  number  of  small  accounts  is  very 
gratifying,  as  showing  that  the  bank  meets  the  wants  and  enjoys 
the  confidence  of  the  classes  it  was  intended  for. 

The  assets  of  the  bank  at  30th  September  last  were  distributed 
as  follows : —   • 


£ 

In  3  per  cent,  conttols    - 

-      20,061 

In  Canada  debentures   -            -  . 

-       53,991 

In  Colonial  debentures  - 

-    277,789 

Iti  Jamaica  debentures  - 

830 

Planters'  notes  (immigration)     - 
Cash  in  Colonial  Bank  - 

4 

-       10,617 

Total  - 

-    368,292 

During  the  year  4,031  accounts  were  opened  and  3,043  closed, 
showing  in  both  cases  a  decrease  in  the  figures  of  last  year,  while 
the  number  of  deposits  was  30,893  and  of  withdrawals  31,044, 
representing  respectively  189,826/.  and  196,833/. 

Two  new  sub-branches,  one  at  Porus  in  Manchester  and  the 
other  at  Brown's  Town  in  St.  Ann,  were  opened  during  the  year, 
the  business  hein^  transacted  by  the  telegraph  clerks  at  those 
places.  The  district  branches  in  Kingston  and  the  Saturday 
night  opening  at  the  Treasuiy  also  showed  satisfactory  working 
during  the  year. 

The  expenses  of  management  and  the  interest  credited  to 
depositors  amounted  to  12,282/1,  while  the  revenue  amounted  to 
13,842/.,  thus  showing  a  net  profit  of  1,562/.  on  the  year's  transac- 
tions.   During  the  year  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury  , 
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in  England  relieved  the  investments  of  the  bank  in  that  country      Jamaica. 

of  the  oblation  to  pay  income  tax,  which  had  hitherto  been         

chafed.    This  concession  will  .materially  increase   the  working 
pronts  of  the  institution. 

Trade. 

The  value  of  the  Imports  in  each  of  the  last  10  years  has  been 
as  follows : — 

£ 

1876-77  -  .  .  .  1,552,339 

1877-78  ....  1,492,722 

1878-79  -  -  -  .  1,347,342 

1879-80  ...  -  1,475,197 

1880-81  .  .  -  -  1,392,699 

1881-82  ....  1,321,962 

1882-83  ....  1,626,411 

1883-84  ....  1,568,639 

1884-85  ....  1,487,833 

1885-86  ....  1,325,603 

From  which  it  appears  that  the  value  in  the  year  under  report 
has  been  the  smallest  in  the  series  except  1881-82,  when,  owing 
to  unusually  large  crops  of  native  food  stuffs  there  was  a  consider- 
able falling  off  in  the  importations  of  bread,  biscuit,  flour,  and 
meal.  The  falling  off"  in  the  year  1885-86  as  compared  with  the 
year  before  under  articles  of  food  is  chiefly  under  ale,  8,491/.; 
cheese,  l,002t;  salt  fish  of  different  kinds,  25,2507.;  flour, 
19,216/.;  rice,  10,117i;  and  spirits,  21,634i  These  decreases 
are,  however,  not  entirely  attnbutable  to  lessened  importations, 
but  in  a  great  measure  to  lower  prices  than  in  the  preceding  year. 
The  large  decrease  of  5,221/.  under  kerosine  oil  is  also  to  a 
considerable  extent  due  to  the  same  cause,  the  number  of  gallons 
imported  having  been  478,474  in  1885-86  agfunst  483,295  in 
the  previous  year.  Under  articles  used  or  intended  for  clothing 
the  decreases  are  in  clothing,  ready-made,  2,363/. ;  cottons, 
31,674/.;  haberdashery  and  millinery,  26,425/.;  hats,  bonnets, 
&c.,  2,678/.;  boots  and  shoes,  3,749/.;  and  woollens,  7,538il; 
while  there  have  been  Increases  amounting  to  about  5,000il  in 
all  under  building  materials,  as  well  as  under  coals,  9,505/.; 
guano  and  other  manures,  1,048/. ;  pipes  for  fluids  5,840/. ; 
specie,  22,04421  The  great  and  universal  depression  in  trade  and 
in  our  special  local  circumstances,  doubtless  caused  the  large 
falling  off  in  many  of  the  articles  of  dress  and  luxury,  while  the 
more  abundant  food  crops  of  the  peasantry  permitted  a  large 
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Jamaica,     decrease  in  the  importation   of  foreign  food&     The' Collector 

General,  however,  remarks  when  commenting  on  these  decreases 

that ''although  business  generally  has  experienced  a  n^ost  un- 
*'  usual  period  of  depression  during  the  past  year,  and  importa- 
'*  tions  have  been  much  less  than  in  previous  years  yet  the 
'<  influence  of  the  ever-increasing  competition  in  manufacturing 
<'  countries  has  a  most  material  CTOct  on  the  value  of  importations 
''  of  manufactured  goods  causing  a  better  article  to  be  sold  at  a 
**  cheaper  fate ;  this  has  been  especially  the  case  in  all  descriptions 
*'  of  cotton  goods."  The  increase  in  the  value  of  coal  imported 
is  doubtless  due  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  steamers  now 
calling  here,  and  in  the  gradual  and  continued  transfer  of  the 
carrying  trade  from  sailing  vessels  to  steamers,  and  in  piping  to 
the  various  works  in  progress  for  supplying  townships  with  water, 
while  the  large  increase  in  specie  is  only  apparent,  being  due  to  a 
more  careful  check  and  surveillance  being  now  kept  on  this  item, 
which  is  largely  introduced  in  small  amounts  by  labourers  return- 
ing from  the  Isthmus.  The  total  imports  for  consumption  were 
drawn  from  the  following  countries  in  the  per-centages  stated: — 
United  Kingdom  51*3,  United  States  of  America  34*1,  Canada 
ll'l,  other  countries  3*5. 

The  following  table,  showing  the  values  of  imported  articles 
which  were  freed  from  duty  in  1867,  is  given  in  continuation  of 
similar  tables  in  previous  reports  ;-=- 


— 

1870-    1877- 
77.         78. 

1878- 
1     79. 

1879-   1 1880-    1881- 

80.     1     81.  I     82 

1882- 
83. 

1883- 
84. 

1884-     1885- 
86.         86. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

Stoam  engines 

14,736 

8367 

7,800 

2302 

20,700 

10380 

14.199 

12.004 

9368 

10.704 

MUla 

1,6« 

2016 

5.724 

2.661 

U02 

2308 

1363 

2.»6 

862 

257 

Other  mackinerj'   - 

11^43 

3.113 

3.402 

8323 

6,076 

3.260 

6.324 

6,618 

2309 

3353. 

Pftos    for    boiling 
sugar. 

2,184 

8.488 

^024 

6432 

1.190 

809 

2.026 

1,067 

— 

201 

Pipes  for  fluids      - 

3.765 

2,095 

1.198 

1.435 

1334 

2.600 

3312 

4368 

2,365 

8305 

Stills 

1.619 

1380 

433 

690 

6317 

1.777 

1.489 

812 

72 

U02 

Shooks  of  all  sorts 

li545 

U»701 

7.4fO 

8.498 

4370 

12.424 

18.724 

18320 

11388 

7,100 

SUires 

19/tOS 

6,040 

4^24 

KUro 

3399 

10.016 

6A48 

10,690 

9,052 

3376 

Wood  hoops 

1,447 

2.066 

1.648 

1319 

766 

1.932 

1^ 

1.047 

U07 

856 

Iron,  galraniied    - 

S»S59 

2,229 

2,007 

074 

6,166 

3,695 

9r469 

8.049 

4.758 

3.133 

„     other    manu- 
factures. 

— 

881 

— 

1,844 

4304 

14 

483 

1.100 

— ■ 

— 

Misoeltaiieous 

8,661 

8,780 

4,689 

4392 

7^443 
61,415 

6.016 

7018 

6342 

4364 

4330 

1 

79.734 

4C7B0 

40,798 

Ci,885 

M.654 

60,927 

67,032 

46,435 

42372 

These  figures  do  not  call  for  any  special  remarks,  except  that 
the  diminution  in  shooks  and  staves  is  probably  due   to  a  large 
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extent  to   the    commendable    increased  substitution   o£    native      'J^amXici. 
material,  '""^ 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  each  of  the  last  10  years  is  shown 
below : — 


Year. 

Of  Produce  and 

Manufactures  of  the 

Colony. 

Of  British,  Foreign, 

.  and  other  Colonial 

Produce  and 

Manufactures. 

Total. 

& 

£ 

-& 

1875-76    - 

1,440,131 

76,884 

1,517,015 

1876-77    - 

1,419,625 

39,004 

1,458,669 

1877-78    - 

1,165,145 

35,560 

1,210,705 

1878-79    - 

1,262,869 

94,702 

1,357^71 

1879-80    - 

1,427,144 

85^34 

1,612,978 

1880-81    - 

1,104,407 

74,187 

1,178,594 

1881-82   - 

1,471,917 

77.141 

1,549,053 

1882-83    - 

1,365,868 

108,578 

1,469,446 

1883-84    - 

1,350,900 

133,089 

1,483,989 

1884-85    - 

1,181,203 

227,645 

1,408,348 

1885-86    - 

1,078,315 

201,803 

1,280,118 

showing  a  decrease  of  128,730/,  on  the  year  immediately 
preceding,  and  being,  in  fact^  less  than  any  year  in  the  decade, 
except  1877-78,  in  which  year  the  exports  of  rum,  sugar,  and 
loffwood  fell  off  considerably,  and  in  1880-81,  in  which  the 
Island  was  also  visited  by  a  hurricane.  In  the  year  under  report 
the  very  large  increase  in  the  export  of  the  four  chief  Island 
products  as  shown  in  a  later  comparative  table  may  be  accounted 
for  by  the  drought  of  1885,  and  the  cyclone  of  August  last,  and 
the  very  low  prices  ruKng  for  most  articles,  while  the  reexports 
and  exports  to  neighbouring  foreign  ports  have  been  affected  to 
the  extent  of  25,8427.  by  a  temporary  cessation  of  work  on  the 
Panama  Canal,  and  by  the  epidemic  of  small-pox  which  unfortu- 
nately prevailed  here,  and  which  resulted  in  the  observance  of  a 
stringent  quarantine  against  Jamaica  by  the  neighbouring  islands, 
and  particularly  in  regard  to  H&yti,  and  led  to  much  incon- 
venience and  loss  of  trade.  The  articles  in  which  the  principal 
decreases  appear  are  sugar,  105,035/. ;  rum,  49,509£ ;  coffee 
37,337/. ;  and  pimento,  12,038/. ;  while  fruit  has  increased  by 
51,316/.  and  dyewoods  by  39,325/. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


48 


PAI'EBa  BELATING  TO 


Jaiuiga. 


The  valtie  of  the  several  articles  of  Island  produce  exported 
bear  the  following  per-centage  proportion  to  the  total  export 
Yftloe: — 


1880-81. 

1881-82. 

1882-88. 

1888-84. 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

8ag«r     - 

SO-5 

41-7 

40 

82 

26 

16 

Bxaa 

15-7 

20-1 

16 

16 

20 

14 

Coffee     - 

20-9 

9-1 

12 

7 

18 

9 

Logwood 

11-9 

6-2 

8 

10 

18 

15 

Frdt      • 

4* 

8-4 

11 

20 

15 

18 

Pimento- 

8* 

7-7 

7 

6 

4 

4 

Other     - 

9* 

6*8 

6 

9 

9 

24 

And  thus,  as  the  Collector  General  remarks^  for  the  first  time 
probably  in  the  history  of  the  Colony^  has  sugar  ceased  to  hold 
the  first  place  in  our  exports,  such  place  being  taken  by  the 
comparatively  new  industry  of  fruit. 

The  export  of  the  principal  staples  in  the  last  10  years  is  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — ' 


— 

1876-77. 

1877-78. 

1878-79. 

1879-80. 

1880-81. 

Siiffar        . 

-hhds. 

8(W69 

2^.066 

29,161 

82,117 

21.066 

Bum 

•  phns. 

20,646 

18A15 

18,798 

18^686 

19^2 

OofTee       • 

-     lbs. 

9^6SS,887 

«.411,6« 

10388.127 

10.188.897 

9,846,096 

Pimento   - 

.   n». 

6,670^608 

6»196a09 

6,881,176 

10,216,470 

6^0581264 

Dyewoodfl— faiti< 
andloKWOod 

3 

-  tons 

47,697 

86;i070 

68,658 

48,024 

46,450 

Ginger  - 

.     lbs. 

1/»7.86S 

906,903 

769,686 

889.847 

761.404 

.     llw. 

8,874 

4,699 

7,982 

4v480 

1.888 

Fruit*  value 

£ 

89.401 

40A78 

61,806 

61.296 

44^6 

(p&ntinned)* 


1881-82. 

188»^ 

1888-84 

1884-86. 

1886-86L 

Sugar 

hhds. 

88.892 

80,788 

29,427 

24986 

16,460 

Bum 

phns. 

82.742 

20/)86 

20364 

20306 

14763 

Ooffee 

Ibt. 

7,418,088 

9,4461,100 

4206*994 

9368,600 

4160380 

Pimento  - 

Um. 

8,614^517 

9.661,680 

12^872368 

9J94078 

4814087 

and  logwood    - 

tons 

83,409 

83.108 

46,724 

67383 

65362 

Ginger     •         • 

lbs. 

606;»4 

886389 

1369381 

1379,066 

U98A68 

lbs. 

M16 

2^616 

8366 

1308 

IMt 

Fruilt  value       • 

M 

124,209 

1821962 

268*021 

181300 

mjM 

The  falling  off  in  sugar  has  already  been  commented  on ;  the 
decrease  in  rum  was  an  almost  natural  consequence  of  that  in 
sugar.  That  in  coffee  was  due  to  the  drought  and  to  the  very 
low  price  to  wbich  this  article  fell  during  the  year^  leading  to  the 
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Abandonment  of  its  cultivation  by  the  peasants,  who  contribute  a 
very  large  proportion  of  this  product.  The  fluctuations  in  its 
price  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  the  description^  which 
was  selling  at  36s.  only  14  months  ago,  is  now  (May,  1887) 
quoted  at  92^.  to  9Ss,  Pimento  does  not  show  much  change, 
ilie  increase  in  logwood  is  due  to  the  continued  demand  lor 
roots.  The  continued  and  very  large  increase  in  fruit  is  a  most 
satisfactory  feature^  and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  ex- 
port would  have  been  considerably  larger  had  it  not  been  for  the 
cyclone  of  August,  which  destroyed  many  thousands  of  trees 
bearing  fioiit.  The  extension  of  the  fruit  trade  is  largely  due 
to  the  facilities  now  afibrded  by  railway  communication  with 
Manchester,  Upper  Clarendon,  and  the  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 
district  of  St.  Catherine  with  the  railway  sei*vice  or  the  United 
States  and  their  proximity  to  this  Island,  there  would  seem 
to  be  almost  an  unlimited  market  for  our  fruit 

The  exports  from  the  Colony  during  the  past  seven  years  were 
dbtributed  among  different  countries  in  the  following  pro- 
portions : — 


Jamaioa. 


1879- 
80. 

1880- 
81. 

1881- 
82. 

1882- 
88. 

1888- 
84. 

1884- 
85. 

1885- 
86. 

UDited  Kingdom 

67-3 

66*5 

62-5 

54*46 

48-4 

87-2 

39-7 

Dominion  of  Ouiada  - 

5-2 

6-2 

12-9 

16-66 

13*4 

5-4 

8-5 

United  States 

201 

18-9 

17-8 

19-07 

81-1 

42-2 

44- 

Other  Countries 

7-4 

8-4 

6-8 

6-81 

12-1 

15-2 

12*8 

The  trade  with  the  United  Kingdom  and  United  States,  to 
which  latter  all  the  fruit  goes,  has  thus  somewhat  increased  in 
comparison  with  the  year  before,  and  at  the  expense  of  that  to 
Canada,  which  had  grown  during  the  three  years  of  direct  steam 
communication  with  Halifax. 

Affriculture. 

There  has  been  unfortunately  a  depression  in  agricultural 
operations,  caused  in  one  direction  by  tiie  low  price  ruling  for 
sugar.  A  long  continued  drought  followed  by  unusually  heavy 
and  continuous  rain  also  affected  crops  in  parts  of  the  Isluid  from 
June  to  the  end  of  the  year,  and  the  cyclone  of  the  19th  August 
was  seriously  felt  in  the  north-eastern  parts  of  the  Island,  much 
damage  being  done  to  banana  fields  and  ooooanut  groves.  The 
customs  returns  show  a  falling  off  of  2,894/.  in  the  duty  on  sugar, 
l,098il  on  rum,  and  a  similar  amount  on  coffee  exported,  wmcb 
must  of  course  be  taken  as  indicating  in  the  main  a  fall,  however 
temporary,  in  the  production. 

This  is  boi  ne  out  b^  a  decrease  of  2,842  acres  in  the  returns 
of  land  under  cane  cultivation,  and  of  1,835  acres  under  coffee ; 
0    61507.  D 
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Jamaioa,      i)ut  as  these  and  the  following  figures  are  taken  from  the  amounts 
*~        of  property  tax  paid,  the  decrease  may  be  somewhat  attributable 
to  the  forbearance  which  collectors  observe  when  the  taxpayers 
have  been  yisited  with  misfortunes  of  weather. 

Other  products  which  show  a  diminution  in  the  acreage  under 
cultivation  are  the  following : — 


1    •    1    > 
1   1   1   1 
I   i   1   1 

- 

62  acres. 

3    „ 

177     „ 

36    „ 

There  was  an  increase,  however,  in^- 

Cotton           ... 
Cacao            ".           *            " 
^  Ground  provisions 

- 

34  acres 
327    „ 
940    „ 

Cacao,  it  is  observed,  is  yearly  finding  more  favour  with 
cultivators  after  an  extended  period  of  n^lect 

Ground  provisions,  in  other  words  yams,  plaintains,  and  cocoes, 
are  (or  were  even  more  so  when  the  camd  works  were  in  active 
operation)  ^rown  extensively  to  supply  the  labourers  on  the 
Isthmus  of  f  anama  in  addition  to  the  supply  required  for  home 
consumption.  There  is  with  the  negro  no  efficient  substitute  for 
his  esteemed  yam. 

Of  the  fruit  industry  it  may  be  observed  that  there  was  an 
increase  of  244,422  bunches  of  bananas  exported  during  this 
year  over  last,  notwithstanding  the  severe  gale  of  the  19th  of 
August  1886,  and  as  the  weather  to  some  extent  also  retarded  this 
industry  in  the  latter  part  of  1885  the  increasing  exportation  must 
be  put  down  to  extended  cultivation,  and  a  greater  demand. 
Thcnre  was  also  an  increase  of  16,247,984  in  the  number  of 
oranffes  exported,  caused  by  the  feiilnre  of  the  orange  crop  in 
Flonda,  but  whether  fresh  orange  fields  are  now  ooming  into 
bearing  to  further  increase  the  supply  cann<^  be  confidentiy 
stated.  It  is  apparently  to  be  ascribed  more  to  the  facilities  given 
by  the  railway  Imes  for  the  transport  of  fruit  by  recent  extensions 
that  an  increased  supply  can  be  obtained. 


Police. 

The  police  force  on  the  30th  September  1886  consisted  of  1 
inspector  general,  14  inspectors,  4  sub-inspectors,  120  non«oom- 
missioned  officers  and  567  men,  showing  a  total  of  706  of  all 
ranks,  as  well  as  a  rural  police  force  of  202  headmen. 

The  regular  police  were  distributed  as  follows  during  the 
year: — 

188  in  Kingston,  444  in  the  13  other  parishes  of  the  Island,  and 
55  at  the  dep6t  at  Spanish  Town.  There  are  in  all  96  stations 
scattered  over  the  towns  and  country  districts. 
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The  services  rendered  by  the  constabulary  daring  the  year  as      Jamaica. 
oompared  with  previous  years  are  as  noted  below : —  


1881-82. 

1882-^8. 

1883-84. 

1884-85. 

1885-86. 

Number  of  persons  ar- 
retted on  view  and  on 

infonnation    - 

6,058 

4,8491 

f  5,106 

5,148 

Nomber  of  persons  ap- 

• 

5,994 

* 

prdiended  on  warrants 

S,lll 

1,788  J 

I  l>d94 

1,758 

Nomber  of  searoli  war- 

rants executed 

108 

-      104 

102 

64 

85 

Number  of  persons  som- 

moned 

10,648 

11,2681 

r  11,459 

Number  of  persons  sub- 

» 

27,545 

< 

•11,707 

ponaed 

16,775 

16,522  J 

115,112 

Number  of  sebures  under 

revenue  laws  - 

904 

745 

063 

587 

388 

Number  of  post-mortems 

ordered 

464 

457 

287 

270 

887 

Number     of    prisoners 

escorted 

11,680 

9,912 

7,324 

7,068 

9,798 

The  criminal  returns  for  the  year  show  eight  cases  of  murder^ 
including  one  remand  from  the  previous  year.  Of  this  number 
one  was  acquitted,  two  were  convicted^  two  were  reduced  to 
manslaughter^  one  was  discharged  for  want  of  evidence  or  prosecu- 
tiou}  and  two  remained  undisposed  of  at  the  end  of  the  vear.  The 
cases  of  manslaughter  were  19,  with  1  remand  from  tne  previous 
year^  of  which  3  were  abandoned  for  want  of  evidence  or  prose- 
cution,  4  were  acquitted,  10  were  convicted,  and  2  remayied 
undisposed  of  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

Of  other  ofFencee  against  the  person  there  were  99  cases  of 
concealing  birth,  6  of  which  were  convicted,  and  under  ^*  cutting 
and  wounding "  266  oases  appear  in  the  returns,  of  which  142 
were  convicted.  It  is  pleasing  to  observe  that  there  is  a  decrease 
in  this  crime  when  compared  with  the  figures  of  preoedinff  years. 
Of  '^shooting  with  intent"  there  were  four  cases,  which  is  an 
increase  of  two  on  last  year. 

Offences  committed  against  property  vnth  violence  show  an 
increase  on  last  year,  and  consisted  chiefly  in  breaking  into 
dwelling-houses  and  stealing,  and  breaking  into  shops  and  stealing, 
the  figures  being  94  and  69  against  62  and  43  respectively. 

Of  maUciouB  offences  against  property,  the  crimes  of  arson  and 
feloniously  wounding  horses,  cattle,  &c.  show  an  appreciable  decrease 
in  comparison  with  such  crimes  in  1884-85,  the  figures  being  23 
and  33  against  32  and  44  respectively. 

Offences  against  property  committed  without  violence  have 
increased,  larceny  of  small  stock,  simple  larceny  and  priedial 
larceny  taking  precedence,  being  268,  1,511  and  1,114  against 
189, 1,388,  and  579  respectively  in  1884-85. 

The  constabulary  rendered  good  service  in  assisting  to  carry 
out  the  vaccination  and  sanitary  laws,  and  seem  to  have  ftdly 
realised  the  importance  of  these  two  matters  at  the  present  time, 
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Jamaica,  ^nd  to  have  been  active  in  warning  parents  to  take  their  children 
to  be  yaccinated  and  in  taking  proceedings  against  them  if  thej 
neglected  to  do  so.  Heavy  idcutional  work  was  thrown  on  the 
police  in  carrying  out  the  orders  of  the  local  boards  of  heatth  in 
the  isolation  of  smalUpox  cases,  'lliey  also  acted  in  bringing  to. 
justice  persons  guilty  of  cruelQr  to  animals.  **  The  Birds  and  Fish 
Protection  Law,  1885/'  also  received  the  attention  of  the  police. 
Ten  persons  were  summoned  during  the  year  for  breach  of  this 
Law,  resulting  in  eight  convictions,  but  it  is  satisfactory  to  note 
that  the  law  lias  been  as  a  rule  wdl  observed  and  has  had  marked 
results. 

Prisons. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  custody  in  all  the  prisons  and  gaols  of 
the  Island  on  the  30th  September  1886  was  803,  an  increase  of  21 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  numbers  in  each  of  the 
last  five  years  have  l)een  as  follows : — 

1882  -  -  -  -  -938 

1883  •  -  -  •  -     811 

1884 750 

1885 782 

1886  -  -  •  •  -     803 

There  were  3^832  commitments  to  all  the  nrisons  during  the 
year  under  review,  and  of  these  the  large  numW  of  1,073  were 
reconvictions. 

The  gross  expenditure  of  all  the  prisons  amounted  to 
16,777/.  6^.  5|dl,  and  the  gross  cash  earnings  to  3,480/.  I2s.  4^. 
'  The  estimated  value  of  labour  which  yields  no  return  in  money 
was  2,505/.  165.  6</.  and  the  amount  of  cash  sales  has  been 
3,1 10/.  195.  Zd.  The  net  costof  each  prisoner  has  been  16/.  Vis.  1  Id., 
being  a  small  decrease  Za.  \0d,,  on  tne  cost  in  the  previous  year. 

The  prisoners  were  employed  in  brickmaking,  lime-burning, 
quarrying  stone  and  in  washing  clothing  for  the  prisons  and  for 
public  institutions.  The  value  of  the  washing  done  being 
639/.  Zs.  2d. 

School  was  held  regularly  in  the  General  Penitentiary  for  two 
hours  each  evening  after  work,  and  reli^ous  services  were  as 
usual  conducted  by  clergymen  of  the  Church  of  England,  Roman 
Catholic,  Wesleyan,  and  Baptist  denominations. 

During  the  year  there  were  32  deaths  in  all  the  prisons^  one 
being  an  execution. 

The  death  rate  in  the  General  Penitentiary  was  36-87  per  1,000. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  total  population  of  the  Island  at  the  end  of  the  year  under 
report  is  estimated  at  605,881. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  by  excess  of  bfarths  over 
deaths  during  the  year  has  been  7,771  against  9,058  in  1884-85, 
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and  is  considerably  below  the  average  natural  increase  for  the  past     Javjlioa. 
six  years^  as  appears  from  the  figures  furnished  by  the  Registrar         """"* 
General.    Against  this  increase  must  be  placed  the  loss  of  popula- 
tion by  emigration  to  the  Isthmus  of  Panama,  viz.,  2^547,  leaving 
5^224  as  the  actual  addition  to  the  population. 

The  rate  of  increase  of  population  for  the  whole  Island  was 
13*3  per  1^000  of  the  population.  The  rates  in  the  several  parishes 
show  considerable  variation,  ranging  from  1*5  in  Trelawny  to 
27*1  in  Manchester.  The  births  reg^ered  in  the  year  numlfered 
21,831  a  decrease  of  727  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  Of 
this  number  II5OO5  were  males  and  10,826  females,  an  excess  of 
179  males.    The  per-centage  of  illegitimate  births  was  59*6. 

14^060  deaths  were  registered  during  the  year,  a  rate  of  23*3 
per  1,000  of  tho  peculation.  This  is  an  increase  of  560  deaths 
as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  On  this  point  the  Beffistrar 
General  again  draws  attention  to  the  large  number  of  deaths, 
80  per  cent.,  which  were  not  medically  cerUiELed.  In  the  circum* 
stances  of  the  location  of  our  scatteredpopulation,  many  of  them 
at  considerable  distances  from  medical  men,  as  well  as  in  the  dis- 
inclination or  inability  to  resort  to  qualified  medical  men,  and  in 
the  apparent  widely  prevailing  preference  for  quacks,  it  seems 
inevitable  that  this  proportion  must  for  some  tmie  at  any  rate 
continue  to  be  large. 

2,390  marriages  were  performed,  or  605  less  than  in  1884*85. 
This  fallinff  oiF  is  attributed  to  the  large  withdrawal  to  the  Isthmus 
of  male  admts.  Of  tlie  4,780  persons  married,  2,649,  or  56*4,  signed 
the  register  by  making  a  mark,  thus  continuing  to  show  a  sDght 
improvement  over  the  year  before,  when  the  rate  was  58*5. 

GeneraU 

The  year  under  review  has  been  one  of  commercial  depression, 
due  materially  to  the  low  prices  ruling  for  the  chief  products  of 
the  Island,  but  it  cannot  be  overlookeathat  in  this  matter  we  are 
suffering  in  common  with  the  other  West  India  Islands,  and  are 
more  fortunate  than  they  are  in  possessing  a  greater  variety  of 
exportable  commodities,  especially  as  respects  dyewoods  and  fruit, 
which  materially  add  to  the  export  returns  of  Jamaica. 

Destructive  storms  and  floods  were  experienced,  and  did  much 
damage  to  the  railway  and  to  roads.  The  oales  espedially  affected 
banana  cultivation  in  the  north-east  of  the  Island,  and  conse- 
quently for  a  time  checked  the  fruit  trade  while  the  latter 
destroyed  large  quantities  of  the  ground  provisions  planted  by  the 
peasantry. 

It  is  also  with  regret  to  be  recorded  that  a  severe  epidemic  of 
small-pox  has  added  to  the  troubles  of  the  year.    This  disease 
broke  out  in  Kingston  in  February  1886.    Tip  to  the  29th  Sep- 
tember 1886  the  returns  show  that  there  had  been  712  cases  m 
Kingston  and  119  deaths.    It  had  not  at  that  date  spread  to  any 
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Jamaica,     considerable  extent  in  the  country  distdcts.     Vaccination  and  re- 

""**        vaccination  have  been  carried  out  with  activi^,  and  on  this  and 

on  the  speedy  separation  of  small-pox  patients  from  die  rest  of 

the  community  we  have  relied  for  the  stamping  out  of  the  disease, 

but  unfortunately  to  some  extent  it  still  exists. 

In  my  last  Report  I  annoanced  the  formation  of  a  body  of 
volunteer  militia;  this  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  a 
battery  of  garrison  artillery,  a  company  of  mounted  infantry,  and 
two  companies  of  infimtry  in  Kingston^  of  a  company  of  mounted 
in&ntry  in  Trelawny,  and  of  companies  of  in&ntry  in  St.  James 
and  Portland.  The  strength  of  tne  force  is  increasing,  and  it  is 
animated  bv  an  excellent  spirit,  but  In  the  country  districts  it  is 
very  diflkult  to  procure  competent  drill  instructors.  The  Kingston 
volunteer  militia  have  made  much  progress  and  were  inspects  by 
the  Major  General  commanding  in  the  West  Indies  in  the  spring, 
when  he  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  their  appearanec,  and  at  the 
progress  they  had  made  in  their  drUK 

An  increaised  postal  faciUty  has  been  given  by  the  extension  of 
the  penny  rate  to  places  on  the  lines  of  raQway  recently  extended, 
and  the  parcel  post  system  which  has  been  extended  to  this  Island 
is  another  step  in  the  march  of  improvement  Old  residents 
contrasting  the  ease  with  which  a  parcel  can  now  be  got  from 
England  with  the  experiences  of  even  10  years  ago  must  greatly 
appreciate  its  advantages. 

The  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition  held  during  the  year  need 
only  be  referred  to  here  incidentally,  as  an  event  bearing  upon 
the  fortunes  of  this  Colony  in  common  with  other  portions  of  the 
Enomire. 

The  recent  arrangements  for  water  supply,  made  at  the  instance 
of  the  local  boards,  to  the  several  houses  in  the  towns  of  Morant 
Bay,  Fort  Antonio,  Fort  Maria,  St.  Ann's  Bay,  and  Savanna-Iar 
Mar,  wherebv  a  plentiful  supply  of  pure  and  wholesome  water  is 
readily  available  instead  of  the  restricted  quantity  formerly  obtain- 
able from  tanks  or  wells,  or  by  carriage  from  a  distance,  has 
conferred  a  benefit  upon  a  larffe  number  of  people,  and  will  no 
doubt  be  conducive  to  their  health. 

The  Island  was  visited  during  the  year  by  an  officer  of  the 
Indian  Forest  Department,  who  had  been  specially  deputed  to 
examine  into  and  report  on  the  same  question  in  the  West  Indies. 
Mr.  Hooper,  the  officer  in  question,  has  made  a  careful  and  able 
report  on  the  subject,  which  has  been  widely  circulated  with  the 
view  of  eliciting  public  opinion  and  remarks  on  the  several 
recommendations  he  has  made  before^any  action  by  the  Government 
is  proposed 

(Signed)         H.  W.  Nobman. 

King's  House, 
1st  June  1887. 
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TRINIDAD.  tmudad 

Na4. 

Governor  Sir  W.  Robinson  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

St.  Anne's^  Trinidad^ 
Sib,  June  30,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1886,  and  to  accompany  it  with  the 
following  remarks  on  the  returns  it  comprises. 

Tcu^es  and  Duties* 

No  change  was  made  in  the  taxation  of  the  Colony  in  1886. 
^The  export  duty  on  produce,  the  proceeds  of  which  are  carried 
to  the  credit  of  the  Immigration  Fupd,  was  by  the  Ordinance  19 
of  1886  fixed  at  the  same  rates  as  were  charged  during  1885. 

The  amounts  realised  from  this  source  were,  in  1885,  19,984/., 
and  in  1886,  17,477/.|  the  decrease  being  attributable  to  the 
shortness  of  the  sugar  crop,  which  in  consequence  of  the  early 
setting  in  of  the  rainy  season  could  not  be  entirely  taken  off. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

The  revenue  of  1886  was  453,4077.  lOs.  O^d.    That  of  1885 
was  429,307/1  98.  Id. 
The  principal  sources  of  revenue  during  the  past  year  were : — 


£ 

Customs 

- 

- 

169,892 

Bum  duty 

- 

- 

93,656 

Immigration 

- 

- 

27,512 

Land  sales 

- 

- 

18,477 

Licenses 

- 

- 

24,136 

Taxes     - 

- 

m 

30,031 

Postage 

- 

- 

5,833 

Fines,  forfeitures,  and  fees  of  Court 

- 

7,321 

Fees  of  office 

- 

- 

- 

4,069 

Beimbursemenujn  aid 

- 

- 

10,947 

Railway  traffic 

receipts 

49,813 
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Taucioad.         Under  the  followiug  heads  the  receipts  in  1886  exceeded  those 
*"~        in  1886  by  the  amounts  shown : — 

Customs                .            •            -            .  15,009 

Rum  duty            ....  7,596 

Land  sales            ....  2,894 

Licenses                ....  2,383 

Taxes 474 

Postage    -----  104 

Fees  of  office        -            -            -            -  532 

Bail  way  traffic  receipts      ...  1,802 

and  under  the  following  the  decreases  shown  occurred : — 
Immigmtion  ....     3,g95 

FineSy  forfeitures  and  fees  of  Court  -       364 

Belmbursements  in  aid      -  -  -    4,373 

With  regard  to  the  item  "  Customs/'  the  import  duty  received 
in  1886  exceeded  the  amount  received  in  the  previous  year  by 
16,8132.  and  the  enactment  of  the  Ordinance  14  of  1885,  which 
came  into  operation  on  the  1st  January  1886,  increased  the 
receipts  from  export  duty  on  asphalt  from  1,573/.,  the  amount 
realised  in  1885,  to  4,109/.  m  1886. 

During  the  past  year  arran^ments  were  made  for  the  efficient 
collection  of  legacy  duty  with  the  result  that  that  source  of 
revenue  yielded  2,285^  as  aguuEt  XL  Vis.  6d,  in  1885. 

The  expenditure  of  1886  was  443,503/.  Os.  lO^d.  as  compared 
with  443,920/.  19^.  l^d.  in  1885. 

The  principal  reductions  occurred  under  the  following  heads : — 

£ 
Establishments    -  -  .  -      4,354 

Miscellaneous  services     -  .  .     10,199 

Bail  way  working  expenses  -  -    12,396 

Tlie  decrease  in  the  cost  of  the  '^  Establishments  ^  shown  above 
and  that  in  the  revenue  under  tlie  head  of  "  Reimbursements  in 
Aid "  is  more  apparent  than  real,  and  is  due,  as  is  an  increase 
under  the  head  ot  *^  Immigration,''  to  a  change  in  the  system  of 
treating  the  amount  (5,100/.)  charged  against  the  Immigration 
Fund  as  a  contribution  towards  the  cost  of  the  Medical  Servic^. 

With  regard  to  "  Miscellaneous  services  " — ^  Survey  of  Lauds,'' 
which  prior  to  1886  was  charged  to  that  vote,  and  which  during 
the  past  year  cost  4,139/.,  was  made  a  separate  head  of  service. 

The  expenditure  in  1885  under  the  head  of  "  Railway  Working 
Expenses "  was^  abnormally  high  in  consequence  of  the  heavy 
charges  on  the  accident  account  and  the  purclmse  of  new  rolling 
stock.  Hence  the  marked  decrease  of  expenditure  in  1886  for 
that  service. 
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Under  ihe  following  heads  the  expenditure  of  1886  exceeded    Tsinidad. 
that  of  1885  by  the  sums  shown  : —  — 

£ 
Pensions  -----     5,488 
Hospitals  -  -  -  -    4,810 

Conveyance  6f  mails  ...     1,248 

Postage     .  -  -  .  -     3,567 

Immigration  -  -  -  -1,715 

Public  works        .  .  •  .     7,408 

The  excess  under  the  first  item  includes  the  payment  of  3,000/. 
to  the  late  Mr.  G.  W.  Warner^  C.B.,  in  commutation  of  his  claim 
to  pension  from  the  date  of  his  retirement  from  the  post  of 
Attorney-General  in  1870  to  the  end  of  1885. 

The  renewal  from  the  11th  January  of  the  steam  service 
between  San  Fernando  and  Cedros  and  between  Fort-of-Spain, 
the  Five  Islands  and  \fono8  accounts  for  the  excess  under  the 
heading  ''Conveyance  of  Mails,**  and  the  expenditure  for 
**  Postage  '*  is  unduly  large  in  consequence  of  the  payment  during 
1886  of  arrears  in  respect  of  the  preceding  year  for  contribution 
to  the  Postal  Union  and  towards  the  cost  of  tlic  mail  packet 
service. 

In  my  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  1885  I  estimated  that  the 
taxation  of  the  Colony  per  head  of  population  for  that  year  was 
li  13s.  Sid. 

Taking  the  same  sources  of  revenue  as  representing  taxation 
proper,  viz. : — 


* 

£ 

Custon)s  (less  drawbacks) 

- 

-     158,769 

Rum  duty 

• 

-       93,656 

Licenses 

- 

-       24,136 

Taxes   -            -            - 

. 

.      30,081 

Fees  of  office    - 

- 

-         4,069 

Legacy  duty 

- 

2,285 

Total        •  .    312,946 

and  assuming  the  population  of  the  Island  at  the  close  of  1886  to 
have  been  178,270,  as  computed  by  the  Registrar-Genend,  the 
taxation  of  the  past  year  was  at  the  rate  of  XL  15i.  l^i.  per  head 
or  an  increase  of  1^.  lOd.  over  that  of  1885,  which  is  accounted  for 
as  well  by  the  increase  of  the  customs  and  rum  duties  at  the  end 
of  that  year  as  by  lar^r  importations. 

It  may  be  interestmg  here  to  note  that  the  increase  in  the 
receipts  for  rum  duty  is  attributable  not  to  increased  consumption 
but  to  the  additional  duty  imposed  by  the  Ordinance  22  of  1885. 
The  duty  on  imported  rum  fell  from  5,530/1  in  1885,  to  2,447/.  in 
1886,  and  the  quantity  of  spirit  of  local  distillation  taken  out  of 
bond  in  the  past  year  was  less  by  11,909  gallons  than  that  con- 
sumed in  the  year  previous. 
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Truosad.  Local  Revenues. 


Deducting  from  both  sides  of  the  account  the  amount  of  some 
transactions  by  way  of  temporary  loans  from  the  Colonial  Bank^ 
the  revenue  of  the  borough  of  Port-of-Spain  was  in  1886 
16^550/L  14#.  ^.,  and  the  expenditure  16,501/.  Oi.  10(f. 

Its  revenue  m  1885  was  17,0402.  is.  8d.,  and  its  expenditure 
16,636i:  6s.  Id. 

The  principal  diminutions  of  income  occurred  under — 

£ 
Licenses-  .-.•--  189 
Markets       -  -  -  -  -     118 

House  rate  and  arrears         ...     277 

On  the  otlier  hand  the  expenses  of  1886  were  less  than  chose  of 
1885  under  the  following  heads : — 

£ 
Lighting  streets       -  -  -  "119 

Scavenging  streets  .  -  -  -    292 

The  revenue  of  the  borough  of  San  Fernando  ia  1886  was 
4,701/.  Os.  2{d.,  and  its  expenditure  4,80SL  I9s.  lOd. 

For  1885  the*  receipts  and  expenditure  were  respectively 
5,721/.  7s.  6<  and  5,6502L  14#.  2d: 

The  principal  falling  off  of  revenue  occurred  under — 

£ 
House  rate  -----     187 
Wharf  dues-  -  -  -  -     348 

In  the  expenditure  of  1886  as  compared  with  that  of  1885  the 
most  substantial  reductions  were  affecting  in  the  following 
services : — 

£ 
Schools        -  -  -  -  -    427 

Streets         -  -  .  .     iso 

Waterworks  ....    274 

Wharf         -  -  -  .  329 

The  bouse  rate^  which  constitutes  the  principal  source  of  the 
revenue  of  the  boroughs^  was  levied  during  1886  at  the  rate  of  5 
per  cent,  on  the  annual  rent  or  value  of  property  within  the 
borough  of  Fort-of-Spain,  and  in  San  Fernando  at  the  rate  of  7 
per  cent 

In  the  former  town  this  tax  yielded  8^136/.  2s.  2id.  and  in  the 
latter  2,102/.  Is.  2d. 

Public  Debt. 

No  new  debt  was  contracted  in  1886,  and  existing  loans  were 
redeemed  to  the  amount  of  9,040/. 

With  the  exception  of  that  for  the  construction  of  the  San 
Fernando  tramroad,  all  of  the  Colony^s  loans  have  been  raised 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


ABB  KAJBSTT'&  OOLOKIAX  POSSESSIONS. 


59 


since  the  year  18749  and  the  amount  rei>aid  on  account  of  these  to     Tbdosad. 

the  dose  of  1886  has  been  43,620i:  

The  Colony's  present  debt,  67 1,880/.,  bears  mterest  as  fioUows : — 

337,900/.  at  the  rate  of  4  per  cent. 
230,480/:         V      „      6       „ 
8,600/.         „      „       6        „ 

Public  Works. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  in  [1886  was  66^8921  13#  9d. 
as  against  48,981t  175.  5d.  in  1885.  /       ^ 

In  those  years  the  amounts  were  aj^ropriated  as  follows : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Bonds  and  bridges     - 

• 

. 

37,448 

42,088 

Works  and  repairs    - 

- 

- 

- 

10,110 

18,514 

MSsoellaneons 

• 

- 

- 

1,488 

807 

Under  the  Ordinance  22  of  1879  the  provision  authorised  to  be 
made  in  the  annual  estimates  for  the  maintenance  of  the  roads  of 
the  Island  is  34,000/. 

The  existing  road  mileage  of  the  Colony  is  estimated  at  992 
miles,  and  were  these  well  formed  and  macadamized  or  gravelled 
roads  the  amount  of  tlie  present  annual  expenditure  would  probai>ly 
suffice  for  their  upkeep,  but  of  this  mileage  only  204  can  answer 
to  the  above  description,  the  remainder  comprising  natural  soil 
roads  and  bridle  paths,  of  which  the  cost  of  maintenance  is 
extremely  heavy. 

That  very  fertility  of  soil  for  which  this  Island  is  distinguished 
renders  road-making  and  upkeep  excessively  costly,  and  during 
the  latter  half  or  ramy  season  of  the  year  a  consideraUe  number 
of  the  local  roads  in  the  outlying  and  richest  districts  become 
impassable,  entailing  on  the  settlers  the  loss  of  crops  which  for 
want  of  means  of  communication  they  are  unable  to  take  to  market, 
and  in  many  cases  are  compelled  to  see  rot  on  the  ground. 

The  metalling  of  these  roads  is  beinff  pushed  forward  as  far  as 
is  possible  with  the  limited  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Gh>vern- 
ment  for  so  doing,  but  stone  quarries  are,  comparatively  speaking, 
few  and  far  between,  and  the  transport  of  macadam  being  thus 
necessarily  expensive,  as  well  as  difficult,  the  progress  made  with 
such  expenditure  is  not  in  keeping  with  the  large  and  steady 
increasing  alienation  of  Crown  Lands  in  every  direction. 

Of  the  necessity  for  serious  and  early  attention  being  given  to 
the  question  of  improving  and  extending  the  roads  of  the  Island  I 
submit  there  can  be  no  doubt,  and  I  know  of  no  purpose  for  which 
the  general  revenues  of  the  Colony  could  more  profitably  be 
encumbered  than  for  making  the  requisite  provision  for  interest 
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TftnfXDAD.  on  and  redemption  of  a  loan  of  lOO^OOOA,  or  thereabouts^  to  be 
""^        expended  on  such  work. 

Assuming  that  it  be  ureed  that  the  required  annual  appropria- 
tions for  interest  and  sinking  fund  would  press  heavily  on  the 
Treasury  at  the  {Nresent  time  I  am  conyincra  that  the  improved 
and  extended  fiioilities  which  would  be  afforded  by  the  judicious 
expenditure  of  such  a  stun  as  I  have  named,  would  give  a  powerful 
impetus  to  the  already  large  demand  for  Crown  LAnds  and  that 
the  proceeds  of  their  sale  and  the  increase  of  the  land  tax,  which 
would  necessarily  follow,  would  more  than  provide  die  fimd 
required  If  you  should  concur  in  this  veiw,  I  believe  the  Finance 
Committee  and  the  Council  would  readily  take  the  matter  in  hand. 

No  new  buildings  of  any  importance  were  erected  in  1886, 
although  the  necesnty  for  some,  such  as  a  lunatic  asylum  and  a 
female  prison,  have  long  been  recognized. 

The  railway,  though  under  the  management  of  the  Director  of 
Public  Works,  constitutes  a  separate  department.  The  cost  of  its 
establishment  was  in  1886  17,5432.  13«.  10 ^£,  and  its  working 
expenses  amounted  to  25,116/.  Is.  Sd. 

If  to  these  be  added  the  sum  32,611/.  10^.  10^.,  appropriated 
for  debenture,  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  the  loans,  the 
Colony's  expenditure  in  connexion  with  the  concern  was 
75,271/;  6*.  Aid. 

Setting  against  this  the  traffic  receipts,  which  anuninted  to 
49,818/.  5^.  O^d,  the  account  for  1886  shows  a  debit  balance  of 
25^16811  Is.  4d,  whicli  cannot  be  deemed  matter  for  congratulation. 

The  existing  tariff  is,  however,  generally  admitted  to  be  much 
too  moderate,  and  that  by  which  I  hope  to  be  able  to  replace  it 
will,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  tend  to  more  satis^tory  results 
without  pressmg  unduly  on  any  particular  class. 

Leffislation. 

The  twenty-four  Ocdinances,  of  which  I  subjoin  a  list,  were 
passed  in  1886 : — 

Na  1. — To  repeal  certain  enactments  relative  to  the  office  of 
the  Receiver  General. 

No.  2. — To  amend  the  Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1885* 

No.  3. — To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  savings  banks. 

No.  4. — To  amend  the  Customs  Duties  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  5. — ^To  amend  the  Ordinance  No.  10  of  1853,  intituled 
'^  An  Ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  Municipal  Corporations  in 
this  Island.'' 

No.  6. — Supplemental  Appropriation  Ordinance,  1885.  « 

No.  7. — To  define  and  enlarge  the  meaning  of  the  word 
«  University  "  as  used  in  the  Ordinanco  Na  6  of  1870,  intituled 
^'an  Ordinance  with  regard  to  Education,'*  and  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  29th  section  of  that  Ordinance. 

>}q,  g. — ^To  alter  the  time  for  payment  of  water  rates  assessed 
under  the  several  Ordinances  relating  to  the  Port-of  Spain  water- 
works. 
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No.  8. — ^To  amend  the  law  concerning  the  remission  of  penalties.     Tbikidad. 

No,  10. — To  add  to  and  amend  the  tariff  of  wharf  duea  lo  be         — 
levied  and  taken  on  packages  shipped  from  aod  landed  on  the  San 
Fernando  wharf. 

No.  11. — To  enable  the  Governor  to  lease  certain  lands 
reclaimed  from  the  sea  by  the  Commissioners  for  the  improvement 
of  the  harbour  of  Port-of-Spain  and  to  confirm  the  titles  of  the 
occupiers  of  such  lands. 

No.  12. — To  assist  in  the  maintenance  of  discipline  in  Her  ' 
Miyesty's  ships. 

m.  13. — For  the  further  protection  of  certain  wild  birds. 

No.  14. — For  regulating  the  licensing  of  hucksters,  porter^  and 
carters  plying  within  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Portrof-Spain. 

No.  15. — ^To  amend  the  Licensing  Ordinance,  1881. 

No.  16. — To  alter  the  time  for  payment  of  water  rates  assessed 
under  <«the  San  Fernando  Waterworks  (Repayment)  Ordinance, 
1885." 

No.  17. — Appropriation  Ordinance,  1887. 

No.  18. — To  repeal  an  Ordinance  intituled  *'  an  Ordinance  with 
respect  to  the  Petty  Civil  Court  in  Fort-of-Spain "  and  to  make 
provision  in  lieu  thereof. 

No.  19. — To  enable  Raymond  John  Bicbard  Warner,  herein- 
after called  Baymond  Warner,  to  lisht  the  town  of  Port-of-Spain 
and  the  suburm  thereof  by  means  t>T  electricity. 

No.  20. — To  amend  '<  the  Quarantine  Ordinance,  1871." 

No.  21. — To  provide  for  the  establishment  of  an  inland  parcel 
post. 

No.  22.— To  am^id  the  Ordinance  No.  11  of  1842,  intituled 
''  An  Ordinance  for  assimilatittg  the  laws  of  the  colony  relative  to 
''  larceny  and  other  oflences  connected  therewith  to  the  laws  of 
«  England  in  like  cases." 

No.  23. — To  regulate  the  sale  of  stamps  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Stamp  (Fees)  Ordinance,  1885. 

No.  24. — For  raising  funds  in  aid  of  immigration  for  the  year 
1887. 


Ordinance  No.  2  was  enacted  to  define  the  term  ^'  Vegetable 
products,  unrated,"  in  the  list  of  exemptions  from  customs  duties 
in  the  Ordinance  21  of  1885. 

No.  3  enables  the  Ooyernor  to  deal  with  unclaimed  deposits  in 
the  savings  banks. 

No.  4  was  passed  on  the  application  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  and  authorises  the  allowance  of  drawback  on  the 
exportation  of  certain  articles  not  included  in  section  4  of  the 
Ordinance  21  of  1885. 

No.  5  revises  the  tariff  of  wharf  dues  authorised  under  the 
Ordinance  10  of  1853  to  be  paid  to  the  mayor  and  burgesses  of 
San  Fernando,  and  No.  10  fixes  the  rates  chargeable  on  certain 
articles  inadvertently  omitted  in  the  preparation  of  No.  5. 
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TuKiDAD.  No.  7  authorises  the  holders  o(  exhibitions  under  the  Ordinance 
— —  6  of  1870  to  prosecute  their  studies  at  such  places  other  than  the 
Universities  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  as  may  be  approved  by 
the  Council  for  the  management  of  the  Queen's  Bo^al  College. 

Nos.  8  and  16  extend  Uie  time  hitlierto  allowed  tor  the  payment 
of  water  rates  in  the  towns  of  Port-of-Spain  and  San  Fernando. 

No,  9  enables  Her  Majesty  to  remit  penalties  imposed  on 
convicted  offenders  notwithstanding  that  the  whole  or  a  portion 
of  such  penalties  may,  by  the  law  under  which  they  are  infficted, 
be  made  payable  to  the  informer  or  some  party  other  than  the 
Crown. 

No.  11  was  passed  to  legalise  the  action  of  the  executive  in 
granting  leasee  of  certain  lands  reclaimed  from  the  sea  in  Port-of- 
Spain,  whereas  the  law  authorising  their  reclamation  and  vesting 
them  in  the  Crown  directed  that  they  should  be  sold  by  auction 
or  appropriated  by  Ordinance. 

No.  12  was  enacted  at  the  I'equest  of  the  Admiralty,  and  places 
on  the  statute  book  of  the  Colony  section  12  of  the  Imperial  Act 
16  &  17  Vict  c.  69.,  which  prohibits  the  introduction  of  spirits 
into  Her  Majesty's  ships  without  the  Commanders'  consent,  and 
imposes  penalties  on  persons  aiding  deserters. 

I^o.  13  is  intended  as  a  further  measure  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Colony's  birds  of  plumage,  to  which  end  the  Ordinance 
10  of  1881  has  proved  ineffectual. 

It  is  believed  that  the  birds  are  killed,  sent  secretly  out  of  the 
Island  to  the  neighbouring  continent,  and  re-imported  as  having 
been  shot  there.  The  Ordinance  authorises  the  Governor  to 
prohibit  the  exportation  and  importation  of  birds  except  to  be 
warehoused  as  goods  in  transit. 

No.  14  was  introduced  at  the  instance  of  the  borough  council, 
by  whom  the  tariff  of  fares  and  schedule  of  loads  was  prepared. 
Its  chief  object  is  more  clearly  to  define  the  difference  between 
public  and  private  carts. 

Na  15  makes  the  duties  on  spirit  licenses  in  Port-of-Smiin  and 
San  Fernando  payable  to  the  Receiver  Greneral  and  Sub-Receiver 
respectively,  direct  instead  of  as  hitherto  to  the  stipendiary 
justices,  to  be  by  them  deposited  in  the  Treasury. 

No.  18  was  passed  on  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Justice  FitzG^rald 
and  vests  in  the  Stipendiary  Magistrate  of  Port-of-Spain  for  the 
time  being  the  duties  of  Commissioner  of  the  Petty  Civil  Court, 
of  which  ms  honour  was  judge. 

No.  19  granted  to  Mr.  Raymond  Warner  the  monopoly  of 
lighting  the  town  of  Port-of-Spain  for  21  years  with  electric  fight 
distributed  by  means  of  wires. 

The  object  of  No.  20  was  to  increase  the  precautious  against 
the  possibility  of  the  introduction  of  contagious  diseases  and  in 
other  respects  to  allow  the  Quarantine  Board  larger  discretionary 
powers  than  they  formerly  possessed. 

No.  21  provides  for  the  establishment  of  an  inland  parcel  post 
and  fixes  tne  rates  of  postage.  The  details  of  the  system  are  not 
embodied   in   the   Ordinance,  but  power    is  granted  for  their 
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arrangement  under  regulations  to  be  made  by  the  Postmaster     Trxnioad 
General  with  the  sanction  of  the  Gbvemor^  and  to  be  submitted  to         ""^ 
the  Legislative  CcunciL 

The  prevalence  of  ^raedial  larceny,  from  which  the  penalties 
prescribed  by  the  Ordinance  11  of  1842  seemed  no  deterrent^ 
called  for  more  repressive  legislation  on  the  subject^  and  Ordinance 
No.  22  was  passed  imposinff  much  severer  punishments. 

Na  23  provides  for  tlie  issue  of  licenses  for  the  sale  of  the  fee 
stamps  referred  to  in  the  Ordmance  11  of  1885. 

with  the  exception  of  Nos.  19  and  22  all  of  the  Ordinances 
passed  in  1886  have  received  the  Boyal  assent.  The  former  has 
been  re-enacted  with  amendments  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  stands  on  the  Statute  Book  as  No.  4  of  1887. 

The  maximum  penalty  prescribed  by  the  latter  for  a  first 
offence  was  considered  excessive,  and  its  repeal  and  re-enactment 
will  shortly  be  effected. 

Political  Franchise. 

The  number  of  registered  elections  at  the  last  general  election 
in  Port-of-Spain  was  703  and  the  number  of  votes  polled  62.. 

In  &ai  Fernando  the  number  of  registered  electors  was  118  and 
the  number  of  voters  62. 

If  these  figures  may  be  taken  as  anv  criterion^  representative 
institutions^  of  which  the  two  Borough  Councils  are  at  present 
the  only  specimens  in  the  Island^  would  not  appear  to  be  much 
appreciated. 

Councils  and  Assemblies. 

Mr.  J.  Scott  Bushe,  C.M.G.,  the  Olonial  Secretary^  was  in 
consequence  of  ill-health  compelled  to  go  on  leave  on  the  22nd 
November^  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Chantrell,  the  Auditor  General^  who 
was  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  Secretariat,  took  the  oath  of 
an  Executive  Councillor  on  the  20th  December. 

Mr.  H.  Ludlow,  the  Attorney  General,  was  early  in  the  year 
promoted  to  the  post  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  and 
his  successor,  Mr.  S.  H.  Gatty,  was  sworn  in  the  Legislative 
Council  on  the  10th  May  and  in  the  Executive  Council  on  the 
20th. 

The  North  Staffordshire  was  in  December  relieved  by  the  Isi 
Detachment  East  Yorkshire  Regiment,  and  Major  W.  H.  Daniel 
was  on  the  13th  of  that  month  sworn  in  the  Executive  Council  in 
the  place  of  Major  Newman. 

In  lie  Legislative  Council  Mr.  H.  W.  Chantrell,  as  above 
mentioned,  took  the  Colonial  Secretary's  seat  on  the  1st  December, 
and  Mr.  C.  B.  Hamilton,  the  Receiver  General,  who  was  appointed 
to  act  as  Auditor  General,  was  sworn  as  such  on  the  same  date. 

Mr.  Leon  Agostini  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Council  on  the  8th 
July,  and  Mr.  Geo.  Fitt,  who  was  appointed  in  his  place,  was 
sworn  on  the  2nd  August. 
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T&iKisAD.  Civil  Establishment. 

As  noted  in  my  remarks  on  the  preceding  return,  it  became 
imperative  on  Mr.  Bushe,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  had  for 
some  time  previous  been  suffering  from  a  fatal  affectton^.to 
relinqnish  on  the  22nd  November  the  duties  of  the  office  which 
for  nearly  29  years  he  had  filled.  Ue  died  on  the  24th  Jannary 
of  the  present  year.  By  his  death  the  Execntive  has  been 
deprived  of  a  willing  and  able  adviser,  and  the  Colony  has  lost  a 
servant,  the  oldest  in  her  ranks,  who  for  more  than  37  years  had 
laboured  faithfully  and  efficiently  fbr  her  good  government  and 
advancement. 

Mr.  C.  B.  Hamilton,  late  Colonial  bookkeeper  in  British 
Guiana,  who  was  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Pyne  in  the  Beceiver 
Generalship,  arrived  in  the  Colony  and  assnmed  the  duties  of  his 
office  on  the  6th  February.  On  Mr.  ChantrelPs  transfer  to  the 
Colonial  Secretaryship  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  to  act  as 
Auditor  General,  and  Mr.  A.  C.  Boss,  the  chief  clerk  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  office  and  Clerk  of  Councik,  again  took 
charge  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  H.  Prestoe,  the  Governnient  Botanist,  retired  on  a  pension 
in  October,  and  Mr.  J.'H.  Hart,  Superintendent  of  the  Govern  • 
ment  Cinchona  Plantations^  Jamaica,  was  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  succeed  him  with  the  title  of  Superintendent 
of  the  Botanic  Gardens.  Mr.  Hart  did  not  arrive  in  the  Colony 
until  the  2nd  March  1887,  the  department  being  sadsfaecorily 
administered  in  the  interim  by  Mr.  J.  F.  A.  Bedhead,  third 
clerk  in  the  Audit  office. 

Sir  John  Gorrie,  Chief  Justice  of  the  Leeward  Islands,  who 
was  transferred  to  this  Colony  on  Sir  Joseph  Needham's  retire- 
ment, took  up  his  appointment  on  the  29th  January. 

The  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Judge  caused  bj  Mr.  Justice 
FitzGerald  s  retirement  on  pension  in  October  has  not  been  filled, 
but  many  and  earnest  appeals  Have  been  made  against  the  reduction 
of  the  Bench. 

Mr.  Ludlow,  the  Attorney  General,  who  was  promoted  to  tlie 
post  of  Chief  Justice  of  the  Leeward  Islands  in  the  place  of  Sir 
John  Gorrie,  left  fbr  Antigua  on  the  1st  January  and  was  succeeded 
on  the  7th  May  by  Mr.  S.  H.  Gatty,  formerly  Attorney  General 
of  the  Leeward  Islands. 

During  the  vacancy  in  the  office  Mr.  M.  M.  Philip,  the  Solicitor 
General,  acted  as  Attorney  General,  and  Mr.  G.  L.  Garcia  as 
Solicitor  General 

A  few  changes  of  minor  importance  occurred  in  thesubor^nate 
grades  of  the  service. 

Pensions. 

The  total  <^rge  fbr  pensions,  retired  allowances  and  gratuities 
amounted  in  1886  to  12,083/.  8«.  2d.  as  against  6,595/.  8«.  9d.  in 
1885. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


H£B  majesty's  GOLOKIAL  POSSESSIONS.  65 

The  former  amoant  includes^  however^  as  I  have  already  stated,     Tbikidad. 
a  sum  of  ZfiOOL  paid  to  Mr.  0.  W.  Warner,  late  Attorney  •General, 
in  coommtation  of  his  pension  from  1870  to  the  end  of  1885^  and 
another  of  1^288/.  9i.  5\d.  for  police  pensions. 

These  latter  used  formerly  to  be  paid  from  the  Police  Superannu- 
ation Fund,  to  the  credit  of  whicn  the  monthly  deductions  from 
the  pay  of  the  force  were  carried,  but  the  fund  not  proving  equal 
to  the  charge  upon  it,  it  was  decided  that  the  superannuation 
of  the  men  should  be  undertaken  from  general  revenue,  their 
contributions  being  paid  in  thereto  under  the  head  of  '^Beimburse- 
ments  in  aid." 

Deducting  these  extraordinary  payments  for  purposes  of  com- 
parison, the  expenditure  under  this  headmg  was  7,794Z.  18«.  8^d 
as  j^nst  6,5952, 8s.  9d.  in  1885  or  an  increase  of  1,19921  9#.  11^« 

jRie  new  pensions  granted  in  1886  were : — 

£    s.  d. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Warner,  late  Attorney- 
General        -            -            -            -  446  13  4 

Mr.  H.  Fiti^rald,  late  Puisne  Judge    -  780    0  0 

Mr*     H.     Prestoe^    late    Government 

Botanist       -            -            -            -  220  10  0 

Mr.  A.  Telfer^  late  Excise  Locker         -  50    0  0 

Mr.  G.  A  Harragb^  late  master  of  the 

** Pelican'*    -            -            -            -  69     0  0 

Mr.  R.    J.  Daniell,   late    Government 

Teacher       -            -            -           -  36    0  0 

J,  P.  Baptiste^  baker  at  Leper  Asylum  -  14    5  0 

Total  -     1,616     8    4 

In  1886  there  were  no  deaths  amongst  the  pensioners. 


Foreign  Con$uU. 

On  the  8th  September  Senor  F«  Fortique  succeeded  Senor  J. 
Machado  in  the  YeneKuelafti  Consulate.  His  exequatur,  however, 
has  not  yet  received  Her  Majesty^s  ngnature. 

On  Mr.  Leon  AgosdnPs  returement  on  the  10th  July^  Mr.  J.  P. 
Pollonais  vras  provisionally  recognised  as  Acting  Consular  Agent 
for  Fkanoe  in  his  place. 

Mr.  Moses  H.  Sawyer,  whose  exequatur  was  signed  on  the  80th 
August,  succeeded  Mr.  J.  Towler  as  Consul  for  the  United  States 
of  America,  and  on  the  19th  October  Mr.  T.  W.  Fidd  was 
provisionally  recognised  as  Vice-Consul. 

The  exequatur  empowering  Mr.  C.  Schcener^  who  had  been 
proviaionallv  recognised  in  I]^ember  1885  to  act  as  Consul  for 
Sweden  and  Norway^  received  Her  Mqesty's  signature  on  the  15th 
June^  and  that  empowering  Mr.  C.  O*  Bock  to  act  as  Consul  for 
Denmark  on  the  19th  August. 

o    61507.  S 
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TBDimAD*  Papulation. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  births,  deaths,  and  marriages 
in  the  years  1685  and  1886 : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Firths      . 

6,093 

6,406 

814 

_^ 

Deaths    ... 

4,850 

4,898 

48 

— : 

Marriages 

580 

574 

— 

6 

These  figures  show  an  excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  1886  of 
1,613. 

With  the  large  increase  in  the  birth  fate,  it  is  again  my  dnty  to 
point  widi  r^;ret  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  marriages,  the 
result  of  which  is  but  too  obvious. 

From  the  Hegistrar  General's  report  for  the  year  it  appears 
that  the  illegitimate  births  bore  the  per-centage  of  74*9  to  the 
total  number  of  births  in  the  Colony. 

Estimating  the  population  of  the  island  at  178,270,  the  birth> 
death,  and  marriage  rates  per  1,000  were  35*93,  27*44,  and  3*22 
remctively. 

In  1885  the  same  ratios  were  35-43,  28*21,  and  3*37. 

Miscellaneotis  Numerical  Returns. 

^  The  number  of  depositors  in  the  Savings  Bank  in  Port-of-Spain 
in  1886  was  2,508,  and  in  that  at  San  Fernando  1,249. 

Hie  deposits  during  the  year  amounted  to  84,484/.  6«.  6\d.  and 
the  withdrawals  to  74,537/.  9$.  2\d. 

The  balance  in  the  Bank  at  the  close  of  the  year  was 
97,458/.  11#.,  of  which  82,936/.  2$.  9d.  was  invested  in  sound 
Ciolonial  Qoyemment  and  other  securities,  the  face  value  of  wUch 
was  84,956/1  Ss.  Bd. 

The  number  of  immigrants  introduced  in  1886  was  2,185,  as 
agamst  1,706  in  1885,  and  the  number  sent  back  to  India  on  the 
completion  of  their  term  of  industrial  residence  was  544. 

These  latter  took  back  with  them  as  the  result  of  their  savings 
the  sum  of  12,109/.  7*5.  Id.  in  bills  and  gold,  and  gold  and  nlver 
ornaments  of  the  value  of  about  2,000/1  more. 


Education, 

The  attendance  at  the  Queen's  Royal  College  in  1886  was  65, 
and  at  the  GoUc^  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  220,  these  %ttre8 
showing  increases  of  5  and  27  respectively  on  the  numbers  for 
1885. 
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At  the  Training  and  Model  School  for  hojB  the  attendance  was     Tbiripad. 
223  and  at  that  for  girls  134     In  1885  the  same  figures  were  198         *"'~ 
and  142. 

In  the  PorU)f^Spain  Eastern  School  there  were  in  die  boys' 
department  145  scholaiSy  in  the  girk'  126^  and  the  infants'.  94, 
makmff  a  total  of  365. 

In  the  Western  School  the  number  of  pupils  was  228. 

The  cost  of  these  two  schools,  deducting  the  amount  of  the 
Borouffh  Gounoirs  contribution  (600/.)  towards  their  maintenance^ 
and  oi  the  fees  collected  from  the  scholars  (2362.  9s.  4if.)  was 
205/.  08.  lid. 

At  the  San  Fernando  Boys'  School  the  attendance  was  7a  and 
at  the  girls'  111.  As  in  Port-of>Spain,  an  annual  contribution  of 
5002.  is  made  by  the  Borough  Council  for  their  maintenance^  and 
the  fees  amounted  to  47/.  19«.  3d 

The  cost  of  their  upkeep  in  1886  was  519/.  18«.  lid 

The  Ooyemment  primary  schools  in  the  country  districts  num- 
bered 63  with  4,212  scholars,  of  whom  %683  were  boys  and  1,629 
girls. 

The  cost  of  these  schools  was  6,787/«  lis.  9i/.,  and  the  fees 
collected  amounted  to  814/.  6i.  4(/. 

The  number  of  assisted  schools  in  1886  was  64  and  the 
attendance  thereat  6,315,  the  boys  numbering  3,213  and  the 
girls  3,102. 

Of  diese  schools  25  were  Boman  Catholic  with  3,336  scholars 
on  their  rolls,  16  Church  of  England  with  1,457,  19  Coolie  Mission 
with  1,186,  3  Wesleyan  with  298,  and  1  mixed  with  38. 

The  amount  of  the  Government's  contribution  to  the  upkeep  of 
these  schools  was  3,894/.  10^.  2d.,  apportioned  as  follows : — 


Boman  Catholic  Church 

Church  of  England  - 

Coolie  Mission 

Wesleyan 

Mixed     -        -        - 


£ 

s. 

<f. 

2,297 

9 

4 

892 

14 

8 

639 

14 

4 

55 

5 

4 

9 

7 

6 

In  the  Boman  Catholic  Orphanage  and  Industrial  School  at 
Belmont  the  inmates  numbered  127,  62  being  boys  and  65  girls. 

In  the  Church  of  England  Orphan  Home  and  Industrial  l^ool 
at  Tacarigua  there  were  68 — ^the  number  of  boys  and  girls  being 
equal. 

Towards  the  maintenance  of  the  first-mentioned  institution  the 
sum  of  1,1412.  5^.  lOd.  was  contributed  by  the  Goyemment  during 
the  past  year,  and  to  the  latter  606L  8s.  Td. 

In  addition  to  the  assisted  schools  above  mentioned  there  were 
13  coolie  and  estate  schools  established  by  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  aided  by  the  Government  to  the  extent  of  260L 

The  number  of  scholars  on  their  rolls  was  453—361  boys  aid 
102  girls. 

E  2 
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Tboodao.  I  regret  to  observe  that  not  odIy  has  there  been  a  steady 
"*"*  decrease  in  the  attendance  at  these  schools  but  that  there  has  also 
been  a  reduction  in  their  number. 

In  1884  thej  numbered  20  with  an  attendance  of  638  scholars, 
in  1885  they  foil  to  17  with  541  pupils  and,  as  will  be  seen  above, 
in  1886  they  were  further  reduced  to  IS  with  an  attendance  of 
453. 

The  mission  by  whom  these  schools  were  established  have  done 
good  work  among  the  Indiui  population  of  the  Colony,  and  I 
trust  that  this  apparent  contraction  of  their  q)efation8  is  not  due 
to  failure  of  well-deserved  support 

The  return  shows  the  number  of  diildren  attending  the  schools 
enumerated  therein  as  12,594. 

Of  the  attendance  at  private  schools  no  estimate  can  be  formed. 
Exclusive  of  the  salaries  of  the  Inspector  of  Schools  and  his  oflice 
stafl^  the  masters  of  the  Coil^^e  and  the  Superintendents  of  the 
Model  Schools,  who  are  borne  on  the  fixed  establishment  c^  the 
Colony,  the  expenditure  on  account  of  education  amounted  in 
1886  to  16,499/.  2s.  ^d. 


Tmportt  and  Exports. 

The  trade  <tf  the  Island  in  1886  amounted  to  6,012,654/1,  the 
imports  being  valued  at  2,503,61421  and  the  exjports  at  2,509,140/. 
ISiese  fiffures,  however,  include  the  value  of  the  gold  from  the 
Veneiuwui  mines  which  passes  through  the  Colony.  Deducting 
this  the  imports  represented  1,543,507/.  and  exports  1,660,336/. 

In  1885  the  fi^pores  were  1,512,314/.  and  1,539,243/. 

The  subjoined  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  imports  in  1885 
and  1886 :— 


18SS. 

Increase. 

From  the  United  Kingdom 
„       Bdtish  Colonies 
„       Foreign  countries 

S54,704 

S40^Sa 

3,S46,S$1 

666,499 
971,004 

11,795 

S0,4S1 

919,760 

Total       - 

2,941,47s 

9,60S»S14 

S69,0S6 

Though  in  excess  of  that  for  1885  the  import  trade  of  1886  was 
less  than  that  of  1884  by  580,356/. 

The  import  duty  received  in  1886  was  165,031/.,  as  against 
151,800/.  in  1885  and  169,828/.  in  1884.  Towards  the  end  of 
1885  the  customs  duties  were  slightly  increased  and  some  new 
ones  added,  and  this  will  account  for  the  comparatively  small 
difference  between  the  receipts  in  1884  and  1886,  although  the 
imports  of  the  former  so  much  exceeded  those  of  the  latter  year. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  changes  in  the  import  trade  of    Tbdodad. 
1885  and  1886  with  the  countries^  other  than  the  United  Kingdom^         '""^ 
with  which.  Trinidad  most  largely  deals  : — 


188d. 

1886. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

A 

From  Britiah  EMt  Indies  - 

58,968 

58,282 

4,814 

„         ,,      North  America 

56,284 

58,459 

2,225 

... 

„         „      Gmana 

87,848 

29,199 

— 

8,647 

»        „     Wertlndki- 

98,489 

125,064 

82,605 

... 

Fnmee      -          -          -          . 

85^388 

105,871 

20,088 

-» 

Germany  -           •           -           - 

19,978 

25,982 

5,960 

— 

Spain  and  her  Cdonies,  not  W^t 

9,898 

9,481 

— 

112 

Indian    .... 

Portogal  and  her  Colonief  • 
United  States  of  America  • 

4,907 

8,622 

_ 

1,285 

894,496 

851,951 

-» 

42,545 

Danish  West  Indies 

10,496 

802 

.» 

10,194 

French    »       ,»             -          • 

9,548 

1,858 

.« 

8,190 

Spanish    „       «              .          . 

10,792 

6,897 

— 

8,895 

Sonth  America,  except  Venesaela- 

9,885 

5,080 

-.. 

4,805 

Vcneznela*           •           -           - 

788.454 

1,058,827 

264,878 

""" 

From  the  sums^  however,  appearing  as  the  value  of  the  imports 
from  Venezuela  most  be  deducted  the  value  of  the  gold  from  the 
mines  in  that  country,  amounting  in  1885  to  651,398/.  and  in 
1886  to  852,824il  Exdusive  of  that  article  the  imports  from 
Venezuela  in  1885  represented  a  value  of  137,05621  and  in  the 
past  year  201,0037.  or  an  increase  in  favour  of  1886  of  63,9472L 

Of  Uie  imports  in  1886  goods  valued  at  1,113,020/L  were  liable 
to  and  paid  doty,  others  of  the  Talne  of  96,89821,  which  were 
liable  to  duty,  were  warehoused  for  exportation  and  re-shipped, 
and  the  remainder  representing  the  sum  of  1,293,601/.  were  free 
of  duty. 

The  subjoined  table,  distinguishing  between  articles  the  produce 
and  manufacture  of  the  Island  and  other  produce,  shows  the 
exports  in  1886  as  compared  with  those  in  the  previous  year,  and 
the  countries  to  which  the  prindpal  shipments  were  made : — 


Colonial  Frodoce. 

Otfier  Produce. 

1888. 

1886. 

1885. 

1886. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 

TTnited  Kiogdom    -           -            • 

550,810 

482,757 

686,110 

516,865 

British  Korth  America      - 

14,009 

14,089 

190 

10 

France      -           -           .           - 

181,813 

190,829 

58,260 

415,672 

Qennany   -           -           -           - 
Portug&l    -           -           *.           • 
United  States  of  America  - 

17,6»1 

18,748 

9311 

8,059 

786 

4,088 

— 

— 

544,171 

576,608 

20,287 

57,760 

French  West  Indies 

88,086 

47,888 

1,865 

9,699 

British  West  Indies 

2,167 

8,965 

82,431 

29,809 

South  America,  except  VenesneU- 

490 

8/>86 

1,245 

VenemeU- 

141 

454 

175,671 

168,181 
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I'BiMjDAS.  The  falling  off  in  the  export  trade  with  Venezuela  due  to  the 
«—  operation  of  the  differential  duty  imposed  by  the  Government  of 
that  country  on  imports  from  this  Island  still  continues.  In  1881 
the  year  l)efore  its  imposition — the  exports  to  Venezuela  were 
valued  at  434^566.  Last  year  as  appears  from  the  foregoing  table 
they  were  returned  at  168,131/1 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  quantities  and  value  of  the  Colony's 
staples  exported  in  1886  and  1886  : — 


Article. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

18S5- 

18S6. 

1885. 

1886. 

Sugar 

-Tods 

68,679 

48,448 

684,675 

546,196 

Molasses    • 

-Qalls. 

2,416,761 

2,220,288 

45,885 

47,285 

Bum 

» 

72,SS5 

16,181 

7,257 

M15 

Ck>ooa 

-  Lbs. 

13,729,565 

17,918,087 

885,901 

521,278 

Coifes        - 

n 

20,270 

20,052 

480 

500 

Cocoanuts 

.      No. 

9,645,700 

9,018,200 

28,624 

80,896 

Asphalt  epuH 

-  Tons 

6,781 

5,416 

13,456 

10,888 

»     raw 

9$ 

28,505 

80,255 

28,505 

80,255 

Bitters      - 

-Galls. 

82,240 

35,855 

82^40 

86,855 

The  falling  off  in  the  export  of  sugar  was,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  due  to  the  early  commencement  of  the  rainy  season  which 
necessitated  a  large  portion  of  the  crop  being  left  upon  the  ground. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  calling^  attention  to  the  expNort  of 
cocoa^  the  largest  in  the  Colony's  history^  and  in  the  rapid  and 
steady  increase,  of  which  there  is  much  cause  for  satisfaction. 

Shipping^ 

The  total  tonnage  entered  and  cleared  in  the  three  years  1884 
1885,  and  1886  is  shown  in  the  subjoined  table  : — 


Description  of 

No.  entered  and  cleared. 

Tonnage. 

Vessel. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1884.           1885. 

1886. 

SaiHn^   .       - 
Steam    - 

4,385 
626 

3,907 
677 

3,625 
807 

808,500 
740,459 

294,914 
774,207 

280,415 
915,661 

Total 

4,961 

4,584 

4,482 

1,048,959 

1,069,121 

1,196,076 
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In  mddition  to  the  Urge  increase  in  the  tonnage  of  1886  as  com- 
mred  with  that  of  the  two  previous  years  there  will  also  be  noticed 
from  the  above  statement  the  steady  decrease  of  sailing  tonnage 
in  the  CToIony's  shipping  trade. 

Of  the  sailing  veasels  entered  and  deared  in  1886^  1,439  were 
British  with  a  tonnage  of  120,705. 

Foreign  sailing  vessels  numbered  2,186  and  their  tonnage 
159,710. 

The  anmber  of  British  steamers  entered  and  cleared  during 
1886  was  476,  their  tonnage  being  654,211,  while  331  were  foreign 
with  a  tonnage  of  261^450. 

Of  the  total  tonnage  for  the  year  the  following  entered  and 
cleared  at  each  port  in  the  Colony : — 


TaiiriDAv. 


Port-of-Spain 
San  Fernando 
Cedros 
Toco  - 


Tonnage. 

1,183,115 

12,754 

52 

155 


Grants  of  Land, 

661  grants  were  issued  in  1886,  representing  an  alienation  of 
11,123  a.  3  r.  39  p.  and  36  lots  of  Crown  land. 

Of  the  above  656  were  for  parcels  oi  land  less  than  100  acres» 
and  5  for  parcels  exceeding  100  but  under  506  acres. 

The  districts  in  which  the  most  extensive  sales  were  made 
were:— 


Arima 
Montserrat 
Chaguanas 
Savana  Ghrande 


4,315  acres. 
1,229      „ 
1,166      „ 
1,058       „ 


I  subjoin  a  table  showing  the  acreage  of  Crown  land  sold  and 
the  amounts  realised  therefor  during  the  past  five  years : — 


AontseSold. 

Amount  BetUwd. 

188S. 

1888. 

1884. 

1880. 

1886. 

1881. 

1888. 

188*. 

1886. 

1888. 

8096 

6090 

6/>10 

8,171 

11.128 

9m 

£ 
W68 

£ 
14^10 

£ 
16»688 

£ 

18.477 

This  large  and  increasing  sale  of  Crown  lands,  while  furnish- 
ing  the  Government  with  an  immediate  income,  is  at  the  same 
time  creatinj^  a  heavy  liability  for  road  making  in  the  future. 
During  the  first  three  or  four  years  of  his  possession  the  settler 
has  little  need  of  well*formed  roads  and  is  content  to  convey  his 
ground  provisions  and  other  light  crops  to  the  nearest  market  over 
such  bridle  paths  or  tracks  as  may  exist ;  but  when  his  principal 
cultivation  commences  to  yield  a  return,  transport  of  such  produce 
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Teiiodax).  as  cocoa  is  impracticable  or  difficult  over  those  means  of  commiinU 
~—  cation,  and  a  pressing  demand  for  proper  roads  is  generally  accom- 
panied with  a  complaint  of  ill-treatment  and  neglect.  To  diese 
applications  the  (Jovemment,  for  want  of  fnndfi*  are  in  the  majority 
of  cases  unable  to  accede.  I  have  recently  received  a  report  from 
the  Director  of  Public  Works  with  reference  to  the  roads  of  the 
Island,  and  1  have  appointed  a  Committee  to  condder  not  only 
the  present  road  svstem,  but  the  question  of  the  possibility  of 
preparing  and  wormng  some  scheme  having  fat  its  object  the 
concentration  of  the  sdes  of  Crown  land%  for  the  present  at  all 
events^  in  jrach  districts  as  are  either  already  fairly  provided  with 
roads  or  as  can  be  so  prodded  with  them  out  of  fumis  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Government 

At  the  end  of  1886  the  number  of  acres  remaining  ungranted 
was  estimated  at  751,264,  or  somewhat  more  than  two  thirds  of 
the  entire  acreage  of  the  Colony. 

Gaols  Mnd  Prisoners. 

The  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1886  was  4,363 
as  against  4^411  in  1886,  and  the  daily  average  number  in  custody 
was  586  as  compared  with  621. 

Of  the  prisoners  committed  last  year  3,632  were  men,  678  were 
women,  and  53  juveniles.  Ten  deaths  occurred  diuring  the  year, 
9  being  from  natural  causes  and  1  by  judidal  execution. 

During  the  past  year  the  prisoners  stationed  at  the  Chagoanas 
dep6t  performed  a  considerable  amount  of  good  woric  in  the  repair 
of  the  roads  in  the  vicinity  and  in  opening  up  others  into  the 
forest  in  directions  in  which  there  was  it  large  demand  for  Crown 
land.  Besides  growing  the  greater  portion  of  the  provisions  and 
forage  required  by  the  department,  a  fair  start  has  also  been  made 
at  the  dep6t  with  several  minor  industries,  and  their  extenrion  is 
beinff  carried  on. 

The  total  cost  of  the  department,  indudinff  the  pay  of  the  stafl^ 
was,  in  1886,  10,106/.  2#.  3<il,  and  the  vfuue  of  the  prisoners' 
labour  was  6,6342.  lOs.  2d. 

Charitable  and  Literary  ImtitiUions. 
The  statistics  of  the  hoq>itBls  and  asylums  for  1886  were : — 


Cohnial  Hospital. 

Admissions 

... 

-    6,020 

Deaths     • 

.            ■            . 

-       510 

Discharges 

«            .            . 

-    4,423 

Inmates  on 

31st  December  1886 

-       597 

Per-centage 

1  of  deaths  to  cases  treated 

-     922 
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San  Fernando  Hospitals  Tbixidad. 

Admiesions            ....  2^838 

Deaths     .....  247 

Difloharges            ....  2,623 

Inmates  on  Slst  December  1886   -            -  210 

Per-centage  of  deaths  to  cases  treated        -  8  *  00 

Lunatic  Asylum 

Admissions           -            -            -            -  97 

Deaths     .....  48 

Discharges            -            -            -            -  44 

Inmates,  &c.         *            -            •            -  321 

Per-centage  of  deaths  to  cases  treated        -  15*18 

Leper  Asylum. 

Admissions            -            -            -  *  73 

Deaths      .            ...  -  21 

Discharges            -            -            •  •  18 

Inmates    .            -            -            -  .  178 

Per-centage  of  deaths  to  cases  treated  -  14*  58 

Mouse  ofBefuye. 

Admissions            ....  102 

Deaths     -            .            ...  52 

Discharges            -            -            -            -  37 

Inmates   -            -            -             -             -  192 

Per-«entage  of  deaths  to  cases  treated        -  18 '  15 

The  majority  of  these  institutions,  and  notably  the  first  two, 
were  excessively  overcrowded  daring  the  year  1886,  and  still 
remain  so. 

The  gradual  establishment  of  district  hospitals  will,  it  is  Hoped, 
tend  to  reduce  the  pressure  on  these  two,  but  as  I  had  occasion  to 
remark  in  my  last  report,  and  frequently  since  to  urge  on  the 
municipal  authorities,  the  provision  made  by  the  Corporation  for 
the  care  of  its  indigent  sick  is  quite  out  of  proportion  to  llie  nze 
of  the  dtv.  Seeing  that  no  steps  are  being  taken  bv  them  to 
increase  the  accommodation  at  their  asylum,  which  is  limited  to 
56  beds,  I  think  that  it  is  a  question  whether  a  larger  contribution 
should  not  be  required  of  them  towards  the  maintenance  of  the 
bospitak  in  which  so  many  of  their  population  are  housed. 

Under  its  new  committee  of  manM^ement  and  the  general  re- 
organisation of  its  administration  the  Public  Library  and  Reading 
Room  has  considerably  advanced  in  favour,  the  number  of  its 
subscribers  in  1886  bavmg  been  200  as  against  134  in  the  previous 
year. 
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Criminal  Statistics. 


The  number  of  ofifencea  reported  was  16^690,  3^911  bang  for 
offences  against  the  person,  194  for  prsedial  larceny^  2^268  for 
ofiences  against  property  other  than  prsodial  Ii^t^eny^  and  10^317 
for  other  offences. 

Of  these  9^941  were  summarily  convicted,  136  committed  for 
trial  in  the  Superior  Courts^  3^08  discharged  for  want  of  prose- 
cution or  evidence  and  2^805  diamiased  on  the  merits. 

In  the  Supreme  Court  107  were  convicted,  38  acquitted,  1 
found  insane,  and  33  cases  fell  through  for  want  of  prosecution. 

Meteorological  Return. 

The  return  for  1886  is  the  first  that  has  been  incorporated  in 
the  Colony's  Blue  Book. 

From  it  it  appears  that  the  mean  daily  height  of  the  barometer 
at  St  Ann's  was  29*833  inches,  the  mean  temperature  77*1  and 
the  total  rainfali  86*82  inches. 

This  last  record  was  the  highest  in  the  past  25  years  and  it  is 
curious  to  note  that  that  of  we  previous  year,  43*22,  was  the 
lowest.  The  average  annual  rain&ll  during  that  period  was  65  *  49 
inches. 

General  Remarks. 

The  year  1886  was  an  uneventful  one. 

That  tranquillity  which  has  ever  been  the  characteristic  of  the 
Colony  was  unbroken,  and  the  public  health  was  good. 

In  spite  of  the  continued  depression  of  sugar,  the  trade  of  the 
Island  showed  a  substantial  increase,  and  so  far  as  the  present  year 
has  advanced  I  am  hapOT  to  be  able  to  state  that  instead  of  a 
fiiilure,  the  statistics  exhibit  a  further  improvement. 

The  depreciation  in  the  value  of  Colonial  sugar,  brought  about 
by  the  continent^  bounty  system,  which  for  the  last  three  years 
has  been  justly  but  fruitlessly  appealed  against,  had  not  to  the  end 
of  1886  led  to  that  abandonment  of  cane  cultivation  which  has 
been  i^o  generally  prophesied  and  to  which  many  of  our  neigh- 
bouring Colonies  with  fewer  and  more  limited  resources  have  had 
to  submit. 

The  exports  of  cocoa  are  largely  on  the  increase  and  Trinidad 
marks  continue  to  command  remunerative  prices. 

The  growing  demand  for  asphalt,  the  recent  decision  of  the 
Privy  Council  on  the  appeal  of  the  lessees  of  the  other  portions  of 
Uie  Pitch  Lake  against  the  claim  of  the  Crown  to  deal  with  the  5- 
acre  reserved  lot  in  such  manner  as  it  plight  deem  fit,  and  the  early 
prospective  termination  of  some  of  the  present  leases,  will  probably 
enable  the  Qovernment  so  to  administer  this  natural  and  inex- 
haustible source  of  wealth  as  to  make  it  a  factor  of  no  mean 
importance  in  the  revenues  of  the  Island. 

Q^ierally,  the  statistics  comprised  in  tlie  Blue  Book  under 
review  furnish,  I  submit,  indisputable  evidence  of  the  number  and 
capabilitieB  of  the  resources  of  this  beautiful  island,  and  establish 
the  soundness  of  its  financial  position.    In  conclusion  I  WQuId 
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venture  to  express  my  epiBion  tliat  with  a  judtcions  and,  as  Far  as 
posiible»  libend  expenditare  on  roads  opening  up  the  undeveloped 
and  in  some  parts  unexplored  and  possibly  the  richest  districts  of. 
the  Colony,  there  can  be  no  fear  as  to  the  future,  and  that  Trinidad 
will  at  no  distant  date  be  recognised  as  one  of  the  most  important 
and  valuable  of  the  Empire's  Colonies  in  the  West. 

I  have,  Ssc 
(Signed)        William  Robinson. 
The  Bight  Hon. 
the  l^cretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies, 
&c.  &C.  &c. 


TsnnsAv. 


BARBADOS. 


Babbabos. 


Na6. 
Governor  Sir  0.  C.  Lees  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House, 
SiB,  Barbados,  May  16, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  repcMrt  on  the  Blue 
Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1886,  which  has  been  handed  to 
me  by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  - 

2.  l%e  Blue  Book  itself  ^nll  be  ready  for  transmission  by  the 
next  nudl. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        C.  C.  Lebs, 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.  Governor. 

&c.  &C.  &a 


Blue  Book  Report,  1886. 

Finance. 

£     s.     d. 

1.    The  balance  on  the  Ipt  of  January 

1886  was  .  -  -      4,473  17    9^ 

The  revenue  for  1886  -  -  136,286     6     2J 


Making  a  total  of    - 
The  expenditure  for  1886  was 


140,760    8    0 
136,628  16     i 


Leaving  a  balance  on  the  Slst  of 

December  of      -  -  -       4,131     6  11 


2.  From  the  above  it  would  appear  that  at  the  end  of  the  year 
there  was  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Treasury ;  but  there  re- 
mained liabilities  amounting  to  12,843/.  4#.  6d,  not  including  the 
salaries  for  December. 
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BAMAPQg.  3.  The  roTenue^  as  compared  with  that  of  the  previous  year, 
shows  a  decrease  of  9,47lZ  I9s.  8^.,  due  chiefly  to  the  marked 
ftlling  off  of  reeeipts  under  the  heads  of  Customs  and  Excise. 

4.  This  filling  off  is  caused  almost  entirely  by  the  depression 
in  trade  which  continues  mih  increased  intensity. 

6.  The  revenue  and  expenditure  may  be  tabulated  thus : — 

Revenue. 


CnstoBf. 

BamDutj. 

Oftlier  Beoeipts. 

TotaL 

88,856 

4L 
80,855 

88,175 

136,886 

Expenditure. 


Salaries. 

Other  Ezpeadxture. 

Total. 

67,640 

£ 
68,988 

186,688 

1 

And  fell  into  the  several  quarters  as  follows : 

— 

Quarter. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

Kret          -           .           .           - 

39,555 

84,412 

Second       .... 

85,385 

36,847 

Third         .           .          .          - 

31,038 

35,801 

Fourth        -:--.. 

80,858 

31,068 

Total- 

136,286 

136,628 

6.  The  assets  ,of  the  Colony  on  the  31st  December  1886 
were  as  follows : — 


Balance  in  the  treasury 
Loans         -  -  . 

Due  by  parish  of  St.  Michael 
Due  on  land 

Totol 


£  8.    d. 

4,131  6  11 

5,450  0    0 

2,200  0    0 

586  8     2\ 

12,S67  16    li 
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7.  The  lialulities  at  the  same  date  were : — 

£        s  d.  BiioiDOs. 

Subsidies  due      •  -  -    12,843    4  6  ~ 

Public  debt  ...     19,800    0  0 

Salaries  for  December     -  -      5,783  10  6^ 


Total        •  -    38,426  14  11^ 

Local  Revenues. 

8.  The  parochial  year  commences  on  the  24th  March.  The 
returns  for  that  date  giro  the  following  result  for  the  year 
1885-86:— 


Bevenue, 

Balance  on  24th  March  1885 : — 

£ 
.      2,239 

•  18,486 
.    28,365 

•  8,061 
-      8,425 
.      5,460 

Cash      -            -            .            - 

Arrears  -            .            -            - 
Assessment  for  parochial  purposes 
Assessment  for  highway  purposes 
Miflcenaneoos  reodpts     • 
LegislatiTe  grant  for  Ughways     . 

Total   - 

.    65,965 

£xpenditur«. 

£ 

Poor  relief 

Othei  parochial  ezpenditore 
Highways           ... 
Balance:  Cash   -            .            . 
Arrears               ... 

-  20,049 

-  19,062 

-  13,511 

-  2.057 

-  11,286 

Total    .  .  -    65,965 

9.  The  total  number  of  miles  of  road  is  479,  showing  an 
average  cost  of  28/.  4s.  l|d  per  mile. 

Public  Debt. 

10.  The  public  debt,  incurred  under  the  authority  of  the  Public 
Works  Loan  Act,  1881,  was  increased  during  the  year  by  800/., 
making  a  total  of  19,8004 

MiUiary  Expenditure, 

11.  The  expenditure  incurred  by  the  Imperial  Goyemment  for 
military  purposes  in  this  Colony  was  54^410/s  6s^3d.,  as  compared 
with  53,888^  in  the  previous  year. 
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Sauinjfs  Bank. 

12.  The  following  table  giyes  the  number  of  depositors,  the 
amount  depositedi  and  the  amount  in  deposit  at  the  close  of  last 
five  years : — 


Yew. 

No.of 
Depositora. 

Amount 
DqxMited. 

Amoimt  in 
Deposit. 

18S2        .           .           -           - 

4,628 

28,700 

40,080 

1888        -           *.           . 

5,814 

87,251 

48,501 

1884        •            -            •            • 

6;i31 

88,960 

56,548 

1885         .... 

6,878 

42,596 

61,688 

1886        .... 

7,290 

48,988 

65,289 

Thus  showing  the  steady  increase  which  has  year  by  year 
marked  the  progress  of  die  Muk.  The  reserve  fund  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  3,2672.  The  annual  return  shows  the  following  dis- 
position of  the  funds : — 

£ 
Mortgages  on  landed  security  -  -     15^961 

English  funds        *     -  •  -  -     14,984 

Lows  on  security  of  parochial  rates    -  -      2,720 

Barbados  Government  debentures       -  -     17^900 

Deposited  at  interest  at  Colonial  Bank  •     16,500 

Deposited  at  current  account  at  Colonial  Bank         395 
Balance  in  hand  -  -  -  •  96 

Total        .  .  «    683556 

Po$i  Office. 

13.  The  total  revenue  derived  from  this  department  from  all 
sources  was  5^7497.5  as  compared  with  4,665/.  in  the  previous  year. 

The  following  figures  will  show  the  progress  of  this  department 
during  Ae  last  five  years : — 


Year. 

BoTenue. 

Inoreaae. 

1881 

. 

• 

. 

• 

2,779 

A 

1882 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8,826 

547 

1888 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8,658 

827 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,086 

488 

1885 

- 

• 

- 

- 

4,665 

579 

1886 

• 

- 

• 

- 

5,749 

1,084 
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14.  The  following  shows  the  number  imd  amount  of  the  money 
(urdert  issued  and  paid  daring  the  year  and  the  revenue  derived 
therefrom^  as  compared  with  £e  years  1880  and  1885 : — 


Tear. 

iMaed. 

Paid. 

Bevenae. 

No. 

Amoant. 

No. 

Amoant. 

1880 
18S5 
1886 

2,396 
4,692 
5,758 

£ 

15^67 

24,399 
30,386 

871 
2,912 
3,911 

2,380 
6,695 
8,704 

159 
219 
304 

and  may  be  distributed  as  follows : — 


Ck>iintr7. 

Number. 

Amount. 

On  United  Kingdom - 

On  United  States      -           .           .           . 

On  Brittih  Ck>]Dnies  .... 

4,106 
929 
728 

22,332 
6,091 
1,963 

Total  .          -           *          . 

5,768 

30,386 

15.  A  parcels  post  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  April 
between  Ktrbados  and  the  United  Kingdom,  and  on  the  Ist  July 
between  Barbados  and  the  other  British  West  Indian  Colonies. 
The  total  revenue  derived  under  this  head  was  52£ 


Public  Works. 

16.  The  total  amount  spent  on  jpublio  works  was  3,780/.  ISs.  9d. 
consisting,  with  the  exception  of  a  little  dredging,  entirely  of 
repairs  to  existing  buildings. 

Leffislation, 

17.  From  the  opening  of  the  session  to  the  end  of  the  year  32 
laws  were  passed.     The  most  important  of  these  were : — 

An  Act  to  continue  **  The  Poor  Relief  Act  1880.** 
An  Act  authorising  the  making  of  rural  waterworks. 
The  Plantations  in  Aid  Act. 
The  Curates  Status  Act. 
The  Cathedral  Chapter  Act. 
The  Clergy  Discnplme  Act 
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BAmBABOs.        18.  By  the  first  mentioned  of  these  the  existing  poor  relief 
—        system  was  continued  for  18  months^  the  amending  Act  intro- 
duced by  the  Qt>vemment  having  been  thrown  out. 

19.  The  Water  Supply  Act  granted  a  subsidy  of  5,000/.  per 
annum  to  any  company  which  would  supply  free  water  throughout 
the  island  to  a  heignt  of  750  feet  above  tne  sea  level,  to  be  delivered 
by  400  stand-pipes,  such  pipes  to  be  placed  on  the  spots  chosen 
by  the  Government. 

*  20.  The  Plantations  in  Aid  Act  authorised  three  Commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Governor  to  borrow  money  on  the  security  of 
the  GK>vemment  and  to  advance  it  under  certain  conditions  to  the 
owners  of  plantations  on  the  security  of  their  growing  crops. 
Certain  teoinicalities  prevented  this  and  the  amending  Act  from 
coming  into  operation. 

21.  The  Curates  Status  Act  gave  the  curates  by  law  what  they 
had  lonff  possessed  by  custom,  that  is,  independent  cures  and  the 
positionheld  by  perpetual  curates  in  England.  It  also  gave  them 
the  name  of  *^  Yicar." 

22.  The  Cathedral  Chapter  Act  created  a  Dean  and  Chapter 
for  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Michael 

23.  The  Clergy  Discipline  Act  filled  a  want  long  felt. 

PoUtieal  Franchise. 

24.  There  was  a  general  election  to  the  House  of  Assembly  on 
the  8th,  and  the  Session  (^  1886-87  opened  on  the  9th  of  February. 
There  was  a  contest  in  only  oife  par&h* 

Council  and  AttembUet. 

25.  Executive  Council — The  Hon,  H.  A  Bovell  succeeded 
the  Hon.  W.  C.  Reeves  as  Attorney  General  on  the  1st  July  and 
was  ccMifirmed  on  the  4th  October. 

26.  Executive  Committee. — ^The  changes  in  the  Council 
affected  the  Committee  fdso ;  in  addition  Mr.  T.  Yearwood  was 
appointed  in  the  place  of  Mr.  I.  P.  Mason,  resigned. 

27.  Legislative  Council. — ^No  changes. 

28.  House  of  Assembly. — ^Mr.  E.  G.  WatU  was  elected  for 
St  Philip  on  the  13th  November,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  W.  D. 
Spencer,  deceased.  Mr.  C.  A.  King*Harman,  Aucfitor  General^ 
was  elected  for  St.  Joseph  on  the  21st  September,  in  the  place  of 
Mr.  W.  C.  Reeves,  resigned. 

Civil  Establishments. 

29.  The  Governor,  Sir  C.  C.  Lees,  E.C.M.G.,  was  absent  on 
leave  from  the  6th  September  to  the  20th  October,  during  which 
time  General  Sir  C.  K.  Pearson,  K.C.M.G.,  C.B.,  senior  member 
of  the  Executive  Council,  administered  the  Government.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Knollys,  Colonial  Secretary,  was  absent  on  leave  from  1st 
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June  to  6th   October,  Mr.  C.  A.   King-Harman    acting.     Mr.      Bakbado&. 

W.  C.  Reeves,  Attorney  General,  succeeded  Sir  0.   Packer  as         

Chief  Justice  on  the  22nd  July.  Mr.  H.  A.  Bovell,  Solicitor 
General,  was  appointed  Attorney  General  on  the  4th  October. 
Mr.  W.  H.  Greaves  acted  as  Solicitor  General  from  Ist  July,  and 
was  confirmed  on  the  4th  January  1887. 

Pensions* 

30.  During  the  year  eeyen  pensione,  amounting  in  all  to 
69i  0^.  7d.,  were  granted  under  the  Police  Act,  1882,  one  pen- 
sion of  10/.  by  legislative  enactment,  and  three,  amounting  to 
l,627i  0*.  7d,  under  the  Superannuation  Act  of  1870. 

The  pension  list  has  been,  on  the  other  hand,  relieved  by  the 
death  of  four  pensioners,  who  drew  368/.  4?.  9^d. 

Population. 

31.  There  is  no  registration  system,  and  correct  vital  statistics 
cannot  therefore  be  given.  The  number  of  baptisms  during  the 
year  were  7,339,  the  number  of  burials  4,550,  and  the  number 
of  marriages  1,413.  By  the  census  of  1881,  the  population  of  the 
island  was  171,860,  and  the  excess  of  baptisms  over  burials  during 
the  five  years  since  that  date  were  about  16,000.  The  emigration 
of  large  numbers  to  Colon  and  the  neighbouring  islands  must, 
however,  be  taken  into  account  in  estimating  the  resident  population, 
which  may  be  set  down  As  about  177,000,  giving  an  average  of 
]  ,066  to  the  square  mile. 

Education, 

32.  Elementary  Schools,  ^On  the  31st  December  1886,  there 
were  66  primary,  40  combined,  and  93  infant  schools,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  56,  61,  and  58  respectively,  or,  in  all,  199 
elementary  schools  with  an  average  attendance  of  11,530.  The 
199  elementary  schools  are  of  the  following  denominations: — 
Anglican,  157;  We4eyan,  22 ;  Moravian,  20. 

33.  Second  Grade  Schools, — There  were  five  second  grade 
schools  at  work  during  the  year  with  179  pupils,  the  largest, 
Combermere  School,  having  84  and  the  smallest.  Pilgrim  Place 
School,  having  10  pupils. 

34.  First  Grade  Schoids, — There  are  two  schools  of  this 
description  for  boys,  one,  Harrison  College,  being  in  the  town, 
and  the  other  the  Lodge  School,  in  the  interior  of  the  island. 
The  attendance  at  Harrison  College  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
148  and  that  at  the  Lodge  39.  Both  these  schools  are  conducted 
by  university  men  ;  and  have  boarding  establishments  altached  to 
them. 

The  Queen's  College  for  girls  had  64  pupils.  Its  staff  consists 
of  one  head  mistress  and  three  assistant  mistresses. 

35,.Codrington  College,  which  was  founded  in  1745,  and  is 
affiliated    to  Durham   University,  is   supported   by  a  legacy  of 
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Barbados.    General  Oodringlon,  administered  by  the  Society  for  the  Propa- 

gation  of  the  Gospel,  and  is  the  only  collegiate  institution  in  the 

West  Indies. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

36.  The  values  of  imports  and  exports  "were  : — 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1862 

.            « 

. 

. 

767,974 

951,727 

1872 

- 

- 

- 

913,142 

1,067,612 

1882 

- 

- 

- 

1,162,866 

1,193,295 

1888 

- 

- 

- 

1,155,841 

1,141,133 

IS84 

- 

- 

- 

1,156,229 

1,318,878 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

890,690 

1,003,893 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

863,491 

739,911 

37.  The  direction  of  trade  was  aa  follows : — 

Countries. 

Imports  from 

Exports  to 

United  Kingdom            -            -            - 

302,763 

£ 
190,240 

United  States    .           -           -           - 

321,994 

295,198 

British  North  America  - 

90,810 

89,261 

West  Indies  and  British  Guiana 

66,413 

154,248 

Other  countries 

81,511 

10,974 

Total 

863,491 

739,911 

38.  The  imports  from  Great  Britain  are  chiefly  linen  and 
cotton  goods^  hardware,  coal,  liquors  of  all  kinds,  machinery,  and 
rice.  From  the  United  States  and  North  America,  breadstuffs, 
horses  and  mules,  butter,  kerosine  oil,  corn,  tobacco,  lumber,  and 
salt  fish  ;  rice  is  also  imported  largely  from  Calcutta. 

39.  The  export  trade  may  be  divided  as  follows : — 


Staple  (sugar,  molasses,  rum)  - 
Other  produce  of  the  Colony  - 
Re-exports     -  -  - 

Total 


£ 
671,816 

8,664 
169,641 

739,911 
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40.  The  produce  or  manufacture  of  the^Colony  other  than  the 
staple,  consisted  of  fruit  and  vegetables,  hides  and  skins,  lime, 
matches,  whale  oil,  petroleum,  and  a  few  other  articles  in  small 
quantities. 


Barbados. 


Shipping. 

41.  The  following  table  shows  the   number  and    tonnage  of 
vessels  that  entered  during  the  year : — 


Countries  from  .whence. 

Number. 

^Tonnage. 

Sailing. 

Steam. 

Railing. 

Great  Britain    -           -           -           - 
United  States    -            .           -            - 
British  North  America  -           .           - 
West  Indies  and  British  Guiana 
Other  countries             -           -           - 

82 
100 
100 
627 
105 

116 
81 

74 
88 

Tons. 
10,448 

30,067 

16,861 

84,847 

86,992 

Tons. 
160,556 

28,789 

95,042 
46,461 

Total 

964 

259 

128,710 

880,848 

The  above  shows  an  excess  of  6,105  tons  over  that  of  the 
previous  year. 

Agriculture  and  Manufactures. 

43.  The  number  of  estates  in  cultivation  was  508,  averaging 
209  acres  each.  The  estimated  acreage  of  the  Island  is  106,470 
acres,  of  which  100,000  acres  are  cultivated,  and  6,470  unculti- 
vated. The  total  produce  was,  sugar  45,768  hogsheads,  and  rum 
270,067  gallons. 

44.  Manufactures  and  Industries. — There  is  a  manufactory  of 
sulphur  matches  in  Bridgetown,  from,  which  during  the  year 
2,652  gross  of  matches  were  exported.  A  small  amount  of  petro- 
leum oil  is  obtained  from  wells  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Island ; 
and  a  rough  description  of  pottery  is  also  made. 

45.  The  fishing  industry  is  very  important  In  it  366  boats 
are  engaged,  averaging  two  to  three  tons  burden,  and  having  a 
crew  of  three  to  four  men.  It  is  estimated  that  about  1,500 
persons  obtain  their  living  therefrom,  and  that  the  annual  value 
of  the  fish  is  about  17,000/.  sterling.  The  most  important  of  all 
kinds  is  tlie  flying  fish,  the  season  for  which  lasts  for  about  seven 
months,  commencing  in  November.  The  flying  fish  season  is 
succeeded  by  that  of  sea  eggs,  which  also  furnish  a  plentiful 
supply  of  food 
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lUuiuDos.  Criminal  Statistics. 

46.  Police  Reports, — The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the 
police  during  the  year  was  4,389,  an  increase  of  444  oyer  the 
number  reported  the  previous  year. 

47.  Apprehensions  and  Summonses, — ^The  number  of  persons 
brought  before  the  magistrates'  courts  were  10^35,  as  compared 
with  11,473  in  the  previous  year. 

48.  The  cases  were  disposed  of  as  follows  :— 


Convicted   - 
Discharged 
Acquitted  - 
Committed  - 


Total 


7,782 

653 

2,126 

74 

10,535 


49.  Summary  Convictions. 


1886. 

Average  for  five 
years  1882-6. 

Offences  against  the  person 
Prsdial  larceny  -           -           -           - 
Other  offences  against  property  - 
Other  offoices   -           -           -           - 

2,290 

1,829 

784 

8,879 

2,491 

1,089 

711 

4,080 

Total 

7,783 

8,821 

50.  The  following  penalties  were  imposed  on  summary  con- 
viction : — 


Fines             .             _            - 

-    4,585 

Imprisonment  in  lieu  of  fine  • 

-     1,369 

Peremptory  imprisonment 

-     1,249 

Whippings     -             -             - 

239 

Bound  over  to  keep  the  peace 

340 

Total 


7,782 


51.  Superior  Courts. — Tlie  number  of  cases  tried  in  the  superior 
courts  vras  123,  with  the  following  results : — 

Judgment  for  the  Crown  -  -       74 

„  „        prisoner        -  -       20 

Fell  through  for  want  of  prosecution     -      29 

123 
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52.  The  convictions  were  divided  as  follows : — 


85 


1886. 

Average  five  years, 
1882-6. 

Offences  against  the  person 
Pnediallarceny  -           ... 

Other  offences   -           -           -           - 

8S 

31 
10 

45 

57 
11 

Total 

74 

118 

Of  the  74  convictions  the  only  serious  cases  were  three  for 
manslaughter,  and  nine  (<Sr  robbery  with  violence. 

Gaols, 

53.  There  were  3,402  persons  committed  to  gaol  in  1886  as 
follows : — 


1886. 

1885. 

For  debt            .            -           -           - 
For  safe  custody            -           -           - 
For  punishment             -            -            - 

121 

381 

2,900 

102 

340 

2,545 

Total 

3,402 

2,987 

54.  Divided  as  follows  : — 


1886. 

1885. 

Men       «           -           -           -           - 
Women  -            -            -           -            - 

Juveniles            .            -            -            - 

1,622 

1,656 

124 

1,480 

1,400 

107 

Total        -           .           - 

3,402 

2,987 

65.  The  daily  average  was  as 

follows  : — 

In  Prisons. 

On  Sick  List. 

Men 

270 

5.6 

Women-           -           .           .           . 

215 

1-4 

Juveniles           -           -           -           . 

12 

- 

Total 

497 

7-0 

Bajibado5{. 
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Barbados.        There  were  nine  deaths  during  the  year,  seven  men  and£two 
— —        women. 

56.  The  male  prisoners  are  employed  within  the  prison  at  a 
cooperage^  mat-making,  baking  bread,  and  sweeping  and  cleaning 
the  building  and  yards.  The  female  prisoners  are  employed  in 
stone  breakmg  and  preparing  cocoanut  fibre  for  bed-making. 

57.  Outside  the  prison  the  male  prisoners  are  employed  in  the 
quarries^  on  the  roads,  and  on  various  public  works.  The  female 
prisoners  are  not  employed  outside  the  prison. 

58.  The  net  value  of  their  labour  was  as  follows : — 

£    s.  d. 

At  the  cooperage,  &c  -       192  18  1 

Works,  buildings,  &c.  -       893     1  4 

Bakery  -  -  -      970  16  0 

Total       -  -    2,066  15     5 


Meteorological. 

59.  Meteorological  observations  were  taken  during  the  year  at 
Joes  River  House,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Joseph^  at  an  elevation  of 
480  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

60.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  air  at  Joes  River  was  76°  ; 
the  highest  reading,  86**,  occurred  in  April  and  September,  and 
the  lowest,  66^  in  March. 

61.  The  total  rainfall  amounted  to  88*29  inches,  distributed  over 
200  days, 

62.  There  were  thunderstorms  in  July,  August^  September, 
October,  and  November. 

63.  The  wind  was  chiefly  from  N.E.;  but  was  from  S.E.  17 
days  and  from  S.W.  seven  days. 


HeaUh. 
64.  The  health  of  the  Island  was  good  throughout  the  year 

(Signed)        0.  C.  Knollys, 
Colonial  Secretary's  OflSce,  Colonial  Secretary. 

May  14,  1887. 
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ST.  VINCENT,  ST.VINCB5T- 


No.  6. 

Governor  W.  J.  Send  all  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Sir,  St.  Vincent,  August  6, 1887. 

1  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  St.  Vincent  Blue  Book 
for  the  year  1886,  together  with  a  report  by  the  Acting  Colonial 
Secretary,  Captain  Denton,  in  which  the  chief  features  of  interest 
are  ^bly  and  clearly  treated. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Walter  J.  Sendall. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Henry  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P. 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


Sir,  Government  OflSce,  August  4,  1887. 

In  submitting  my  report  on  the  Blue  Book  for  the  year 
1886  I  must  apologize  for  the  late  date  at  which  it  reaches  your 
Excellency.  The  delay  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  resources  of 
the  small  Colonial  printing  office  here  were  entirely  absorbed  by 
the  large  number  (40)  of  Ordinances  which  have  been  printed 
since  the  8th  March  1886,  and  by  the  quantity  of  returns  which 
had  to  be  prepared  in  connexion  with  the  distribution  of  the 
Hurricane  Relief  Fund. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         G.  Denton, 
His  Excellency  Acting  Colonial  Secretary. 

Govonor  Sendall,  C.M.G. 
&c,  &c. 


Report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  St.  Vincent  for  the  year  1886. 

Taxes, 

1.  No  new  taxes  were  introduced,  nor  was  there  any  addition 
to  taxation  during  the  year.  The  export  tax,  which  was  suspended 
for  1885,  was  collected  in  1886,  and  yielded  1,025/.  to  the  general 
revenue.  This  tax  has  been  abolished  during  the  current  year, 
and  its  place  is  to  be  taken  by  a  tax  on  land. 

The  excise  duty  on  rum  and  the  customs  duty  on  other  spirits, 
which  were  raised  from  3*.  and  3s,  6rf.  to  4s.  2d.  and  5^.  respec- 
tively during  the  suspension  of  the  export  tax,  were  continued  at 
the  higher  rate  by  Ordinance  No.  12  of  1885. 
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St.  ViNCEKT.  Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

'  2.  The  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  general  revenue  on  the 

1st  January  1886  was  237/.  0^.  6rf.  The  amount  collected  during 
the  year  was  27,467/.  Is,  5d,  and  569/.  2*.  4ri  wos  refunded  to  the 
jf^eneral  revenue  from  the  Water  Loan  Account  and  other  sources. 
The  expenditure  was  31,316/.  25.  6rf.,  or  3,042/.  12^.  3f/.  in  excess 
of  the  amount  available  to  meet  it.  To  provide  for  this  deficiency 
a  sum  of  1^600/.  was  borrowed  from  the  Immigration  Fund  and 
1,500/.  was  advanced  by  the  Crown  Agents.  A  nominal  credit 
balance  of  67/.  Is,  9d.  was  thus  carried  over  to  the  1887  account. 

If  the  foregoing  figures  are  compared  with  the  estimates  for 
1886,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  revenue  calculated  on  was  not 
collected  by  about  5,000/.,  but  on  the  other  hand  the  actual 
expenditure  was  considerably  less  Umn  that  estimated.  The 
revenue  for  1886  excee<led  that  of  1885  by  3,509/.  12*.  Gd,,  but 
the  falling  ofF,  when  compared  with  the  amounts  collected  in 
previous  years,  is  very  large.  This  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
unremunerative  price  of  Muscovado  sugar,  which  has  caused  pro- 
prietors of  estates  to  abandon  nearly  two  thirds  of  their  cane 
cultivation.  The  depression  in  the  sugar  industry  has  increased 
the  arrowroot  crop,  but  as  nothing  but  the  best  quality  is  saleable 
the  peasant  class,  who  in  former  years  were  able  to  find  a  ready 
market  for  arrowroot  of  any  description,  are  now  unable  to  sell 
what  they  make,  as  it  cannot  compete  with  the  starches  manufactured 
carefully  and  with  good  machinery  on  the  large  estates. 

Public  Debt. 

3.  At  the  close  of  1886  the  public  debt  consisted  of  2,560/. 
raised  under  the  Government  House  Loan  Ordinance,  and  5,000/. 
raised  during  the  year  to  supply  a  deficiency  in  the  Immigration 
Fund  which  arose  in  1885.  The  sum  of  841/.  is  due  to  the 
general  revenue  by  the  town  of  Kingstown  on  account  of  advances 
made  to  the  Kingstown  waterworks. 

Although  the  Public  Buildings  Loan  Ordinance,  authorisitur 
the  raising  of  moneys  for  certain  purposes,  was  passed  in  188G, 
no  nmount  was  raised  under  it  until  April  1887. 

Public  Works 

4.  The  new  Government  house  was  completed,  and  on  the  1st 
August  Lieut.-Governor  Gore  took  up  his  residence  theie. 

Considerable  damage  to  public  property  was  caused  by  tije 
storm  of  the  16th  August  and  an  Ordinance  was  passed  authorising 
the  raising  of  a  loan  of  1,600/.  to  carry  out  the  necessary  repairs 
and  also  to  provide  for  the  establishment  of  certain  police  stations. 
1  hese  works  are  still  in  progress,  but  will  be  completed  by  the  end 
of  the  current  year. 

The  other  works  mentioned  in  the  Blue  Bcok  require  no 
comment  from  me. 

Only  1,338/.  was  expended  of  the  vote  of  1,646/.  for  roads  and 
bridges. 
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Legislation.  ^^  Vincknt. 

5.  In  1886  25  Ordinances  were  passed. 

That  (No.  4)  to  extend  the  provisions  of*'  The  Yaws  Preven- 
tion Ordinance^  1885/'  to  persons  suffering  from  leprosy  has 
been  disallowed,  but  the  remainder  have  received  Her  Majesty's 
gracious  confirmation. 

No.  1. — To  extend  the  provisions  of"  The  Export  Tax  Ordi- 
nance, 1878,"  and  "The  Immigraliou  Aid  Ordinance,  1879," 
relating  to  arrowroot  to  all  other  starches. 

This  provision  was  found  necessary,  because  large  quantities  of 
inferior  arrowroot  were  exportt<I  as  cassava  starch,  and  the  export 
duty  paid  on  ihe  former  thus  evaded. 

No.  2. — To  amend  '*  The  Kingstown  Loan  Ordinance,  1885." 

This  Ordinance  simply  amends  "The  Kingstown  Loan  Ordi- 
nance, 1885,"  in  that  it  gives  power  to  raise  money  for  the  use  of 
the  town  of  Kingstown  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  5  per 
cent  per  annum  instead  of  3  per  cent,  as  in  the  amended  Ordinance. 

No.  3.— The  Hospital  Ordinance,  1886. 

This  enactment  repeals  sections  8,  9,  10,  11,  and  12  of  '*The 
Hospital  Ordinance,  1879,*'  and  gives  the  Governor  power  to 
appoint  a  Board  of  Visitors  for  the  Colonial  Hospital.  The  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors  are  defined  in  it,  and  authority  to  make 
regulations  is  conferred  on  the  Governor  by  section  6. 

No.  4. — To  extend  the  provisions  of  "  The  Yaws  Prevention 
Ordinance,  1885,"  to  persons  suffering  from  leprosy. 

No.  5. — An  Ordinance  to  protect  the  earnings  and  property  of 
wives  deserted  by  their  husbands. 

Tlie  title  of  this  Ordinance  speaks  for  itself,  and  requires  no 
explanation. 

No.  6. — The  Towns  Boundaries  Ordinance,  1886. 

Since  the  boundaries  of  the  different  towns  within  the  Colony 
were  laid  down  small  suburbs  adjoining  the  boundary  h'nes  have 
sprung  up,  and  it  was  to  render  such  suburbs  liable  to  taxation 
foi-  local  purposes  that  this  enactment  was  principally  passed. 

No.  7. — The  Laboiurers  occupancy  of  Land  Regulation  Ordinance. 

This  Ordinance  provides  a  mode  by  which  masters  and  their 
servants  holding  lands  incidental  to  service  may  at  any  time 
terminate  their  mutual  contract  on  giving  seven  days'  notice.  In 
•the  event  of  the  notice  to  terminate  the  occupancy  being  given  by 
the  owner  or  master  provision  is  made  by  which  the  growing  crop 
may  be  appraised  and  its  value  paid  to  the  occupier.  By  mutual 
agreement  the  occupier  may  be  allowed  to  reap  the  growing  crop. 

No.  8. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  *'  The  Medical  Aid  Ordinance, 
1878." 

By  this  Ordinance  gratuitous  medical  assistance  is  extended 
to  any  poor  persons  who  produce  a  certificate  from  the  magistrate 
of  the  district  in  which  they  reside  that  they  are  unable  to  pay 
any  fee. 

No.  9.— To  amend  '*The  Immigration  Ordinance,  1880." 

In  the  Immigration  Ordinance,  1880,  a  fixed  salary  was  given 
to  the  Protector  of  Immigrants.     The  amendment  contained  in 
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St.  Vincent,  this  enactment  leaves  the  question  of  salary  entirely  in  the  hands 
of  the  Governor  and  Legislative  Council. 

No.  10. — The  Supplementary  Appropriation  Ordinance^  1885. 

No.  11.— The  Stamp  Ordinance,  J  886. 

This  Ordinance  repeals  the  Stamp  Ordinance,  1882,  and  alters 
some  of  the  duties  imposed  under  it  It  imposes  duties  upon 
certain  instruments  omitted  from  the  schedule  to  the  repealed 
Ordinance,  and  improves  many  of  the  provisions  relating  to  the 
stamping  of  instruments  and  the  general  working  of  the  law. 

No  12. — The  Magistrates  Extended  Summary  Jurisdiction 
Ordinance,  1886,  empowers  magistrates  to  adjudicate  summarily 
in  cases  of  robbery  and  stealing  from  the  person  when  the  value 
does  not  exceed  51 ;  in  cases  of  wounding  or  inflicting  bodily 
harm  where  no  sharp  instrument  is  used  ;  and  also  in  escapes  by 
prisoners  employed  outside  the  prison  walls. 

No.   13. — The  Coroners  Ordinance,  1886. 

This  Ordinance  repeals  "  The  Coroners  Or  Jinance,  1878," ''  The 
Medical  Witnesses  Kemuneration  Ordinance,  1879,"  and  "  The 
Interments  (felo  de  se)  Ordinance,  1885."  The  material  change  in 
this  enactment  is  that  the  police  magistrate  of  the  district,  who  is 
ex-officio  coroner,  is  empowered  to  dispense  with  an  inquest  if  after 
medical  examination  he  is  satisfied  of  the  cause  of  death. 

Under  clause  16  remuneration  is  provided  for  every  person  duly 
empanelled  to  serve  as  a  juror. 

No.  14. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  "  The  Trade  and  Revenue 
Ordinance,  1882." 

Formerly  certain  duties  in  the  Treasuiy  could  be  performed 
by  the  Treasurer  alone.  This  Ordinance  extends  the  power 
of  issuing  permits,  taking  declarations,  and  clearing  vessels  to  the 
chief  clerk  in  the  Treasury. 

No.  15. — The  Appropriation  Ordinance,  1886. 

No.  16. — The  Post  Office  (Fictitious  Stamps  Prevention)  Ordi- 
nance 1886,  provides,  for  the  punishment  of  persons  making,  using, 
selling,  &c.,  &c.  any  fictitious  stamp.  To  have  in  possession  any 
die,  plate,  instrument  or  material  for  making  fictitious  stamps. 
Is  also  an  offence  against  the  Ordinance. 

No.  17. — The  Tonnage  Dues  Ordinance,  1886. 

This  Ordinance,  repeals  "  The  Tonnage  Dues  Ordinance  1882,'' 
and  simplifies  the  mode  of  imposing  and  collecting  tonnage 
dues. 

No.  18.— The  Registrar's  Ordinance,  1886,  repeals  "The 
Colonial  Secretary's  and  Registrar's  Act,  1871 '*  (sections  11  to 
19  inclusive),  **The  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Ordinance, 
1880,"  sections  18,  20,  and  23,  and  *^The  Provost  Marshal's 
Ordinance,  1882."  By  this  enactment  the  oflSces  of  Colonial 
Registrar  and  Provost  Marshal  are  abolished  and  •  power  is  given 
to  the  Governor  to  appoint  an  officer  to  be  called  K^istrar  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  who  performs  all  the  duties,  and  is  subject  to  all 
the  liabilities  imposed  on  the  Colonial  Registrar  and  Provost 
Marshal  by  the  repealed  enactments.  A  saving  of  115/.  is  effected 
under  this  Ordinance  - 
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No.  19 — ^The  Public  Buildings  Loan  Ordinance,  1886,  gives    St.  Vincknt. 

power  to  raise  a  loan  not  exceeding  l,600i,  from  which  is  to  be         

defrayed  the  expenditure  necessary  to  repair  the  damage  done  to 
public  buildings  by  the  storm  of  the  16th  of  August  1886.  The 
cost  also  of  establishing  police  stations  at  Peruvian  Vale  and 
Owia  in  St.  Vincent;  and  Mayrean  rn  the  Grenadines,  falls  on  this 
loan. 

No.  20. — An  Ordinance  to  grant  pensions  to  Augustus  Frederick 
Gore,  Esq.,  C.M.G.,  late  Colonial- Secretary,  and  Sandford  Arnott, 
Esq.,  M.D.,  Colonial  Surgeon  of  this  Government. 

No.  21. — The  Licenses  Ordinance,  1886,  considerably  extends 
the  system  of  licenses  required  to  be  taken  out  under  Act  295  of 
1868.  Acts  244  of  1866  and  286  of  1868  (section  6,  part  of  13 
and  Form  B.)  and  295  of  1868  are  repealed.  Under  the  repealed 
enactments  droghers,  boats,  dogs  and  guns  alone  were  licensed 
and  horses,  mules,  and  carriages  were  taxed  under  the  Income 
Tax  Act  (286)  of  1868,  The  present  Ordinance  requires  that 
carriages,  carts,  coasting  vessels,  boats,  guns,  horses,  mules,  asses, 
and  dogs  shall  be  licensed.  It  also  provides  that  persons  following 
the  calling  of  auctioneer,  private  surveyor,  transient  trader  or 
porter  shall  take  out  a  license. 

No.  22. — The  Medical  Keristration  Ordinance,  1886. 

The  principal  reason  for  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance  was  the 
want  01  a  law  regulating  the  qualifications  of  chemists  and 
druggists,  and  the  practice  of  midwifery.  When  the  matter  was 
under  discussion  it  was  thought  better  to  repeal  the  law  relating 
to  medical  practitioners.  Ordinance  No.  16  of  1880,  and  to  enact 
in  one  Ordinance  all  provisions  relating  to  the  qualifications 
required  for  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery  in  its  various 
branches.  The  practice  of  dentistry  or  dental  surgery  is  also 
dealt  with  under  this  Ordinance. 

No.  23. — The  Magistrates  Ordinance,  1886,  repeals  that  part  yf 
the  Magistrate  and  Police  Ordinance,  1878,  which  relates  to 
magistrates  (sections  5  to  28  inclusive,  sections  62  and  63,  and 
Schedule  B.);  parts  of  Ordinances  10  of  1878,  9  of  1879,  27  of 
1879,  and  22  of  1880,  are  also  repealed.  By  it  the  Colony  is 
divided  into  three  districts  instead  of  five,  and  the  number  of 
magistrates  thus  reduced.  The  salaries  of  the  magistrates  are 
increased,  but  certain  fees  received  by  them  under  the  repealed 
Ordinances  are  paid  into  the  Treasury.  In  consideration  of  the 
increase  in  salary,  magistrates  perform  the  duties  of  registrars  of 
births,  marriages,  ana  deaths,  &;c.  A  considerable  saving  is 
eflTected  by  this  Ordinance. 

No.  24. — The  Liquor  License  Ordinance,  1886,  repeals  **The 
Liquor  License  Ordinance,  1883,  and  sections  58,  59,  60,  and  61 
of"  The  Excise  Ordinance,  1885." 

The  principal  changes  in  it  from  the  old  enactment  are  the 
increase  of  10/.  in  the  amount  paid  for  a  license  in  Kingstown 
and  a  reduction  of  51  in  the  cost  of  licenses  for  the  small  towns 
of  Calliaqua,  Layon,  Barronallie,  and  Chateaubelair.  A  license 
is  introduced  for  the  sale  of  malt  liquors,  the  object  of  which  is  to 
give  the  police  supervision  over  shops  where  beer  and  porter  are 
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St.  Vincent,  sold.  Trie  return  required  to  be  made  by  licensed  retailera  under 
the  Excise  Ordinance  (No.  12)  of  1885  is  abolished,  and  in  lieu 
of  it  a  stock  book^  always  open  to  the  inspection  of  the  treasurer 
and  all  excise  officers,  is  instituted. 

No.  25.— To  amend  ''  The  Medical  Aid  Ordinance,  1878." 
Under  this  Ordinance  the  number  of  medical  districts  is  reduced 
from  six  to  four,  and  provision  is  made  for  the  appointment  nf 
an  assistant  medical  officer  at  a  salary  not  exceeding  200Z. 

Councils, 

6.  There  were  no  changes  in  the  Executive  Council.  At  the 
conclusion  of  1885  the  unofficial  element  was  without  a  representa- 
tive in  Legislative  Council,  but  during  the  year  four  unoflBcial 
members  were  appointed.  In  previous  councils  the  unofGcial 
element  had  only  been  represented  by  three  members,  as  against 
the  President  for  the  time  being  and  three  official  members.  To 
meet  the  unequal  division  of  votes  provision  was  made  for  a  fourth 
unofficial  member,  and  Mr  .C.  J.  Simmons  was  appointed  to  the 
additional  seat. 

Establishvients. 

7.  The  Government  of  St.  Vincent  was  administered  by  Lieut.- 
Governor  Gore,  from  the  1st  January  to  the  9th  March ;  from 
the  9di  to  the  20th  March  by  the  Governor-in-Chief;  from  the 
20th  March  to  the  29th  May  by  Lieut.-Governor  Gore ;  from  the 
29th  to  the  31st  by  Mr.  Kingdon,  Acting  Attorney- General ; 
from  the  31st  May  to  the  14th  June  by  Captain  Denton;  from  the 
14th  June  to  the  15th  July  by  the  Go vernor-in- Chief;  from  the 
15th  July  to  the  6th  September  by  Lieut.-Governor  Gore ;  anrl 
from  the  7th  September  lo  the  Slst  December  by  the  Governor- 
in-Chiet 

Captain  Denton  acted  as  Colonial  Secretary  from  the  14th  June 
to  the  15th  July,  and  again  from  the  7th  September  to  the  31st 
December.  Mr.  Attorney-General  Choppin  was  absent  from 
St.  Vincent  the  whole  year.  From  the  1st  January  to  the  11th 
July  he  was  employed  as  Chief  Justice  of  St.  Lucia  and  Tobago, 
and  from  the  latter  date  he  obtained  leave,  and  did  not  resume  his 
duties  in  St.  Vincent  until  the  1st  January  1887.  During  his 
absence  his  duties  were  performed  by  Mr.  Alfred  Kingdon. 

Mr.  H.  E.  Lynch,  police  magistrate  of  the  Windward  District, 
was  on  leave  from  the  1st  September  until  the  end  of  the  year. 

Dr.  Arnott,  Colonial  Surgeon,  was  absent  on  leave  to  Europe 
from  14th  June  to  13th  October,  and  his  duties  for  that  period 
were  performed  by  Dr.  Newsam. 

Peiisions, 

8.  St  Vincent  was  called  on  to  contribute  an  annual  sum  of 
58/.  S*.  8rf.  towards  the  pension  of  Lieut.-Governor  Gore  ;  and  the 
Colonial  Surgeon  (Dr.  Arnott)  was  awarded  a  pension  of  156/.  12*. 
on  his  retirement  on  the  Slst  December  last. 
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Vital  Statistics.  St.  Vincknt. 

9.  The  population  in  1881  was  40,500^  and,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  from  the  registration  of  births  and  deaths^  it  had 
increased  in  1886  to  45,000.  The  death-rate  for  the  year  was 
about  23  per  1,000. 

Immiffratio7i, 

10.  There  remain  in  the  Colony  some  79  immigrants,  who 
came  lo  St  Vincent  under  an  engagement  for  10  years  in  May 
1880.  None  of  them  are  under  indenture,  but  unless  special 
arrangements  are  made  they  cannot  be  compelled  to  take  back 
passage,  or  accept  bounty  in  lieu  of  it  before  1890.  If  they  could 
be  got  rid  of,  a  saving  of  nearly  200/.  a  year  might  be  effected  in 
the  Immigration  Department. 

'  Education, 

11.  At  the  beginning  of  1886  a  wider  application  of  the 
principle  of  payment  by  results  was  introduced.  Although  the 
system  was  at  first  opposed  by  the  patrons  of  schools  it  has 
worked  satisfactorily,  and  it  is  now  generally  appreciated. 

In  1886  the  grant-in-aid  from  the  Government  was  l,658i.  13^.8rf. 
for  5,063  pupils.  In  1 885  the  number  of  pupils  was  5,603  and 
the  grant  1,714/.  Os.  Id, 

The  slight  increase  in  the  total  expenditure  is  due  to  the 
repairs  to  school  buildings  entailed  by  the  hurricane. 

Voluntary  contributions  to  the  amount  of  583/.  195,  5</.  were 
received. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

12.  In  1885  the  total  value  of  imports  was  101,032/.  17*.  \0d. 
In  1886  it  was  only  91,185/.  12*.  4rf.     Exports  were  calculated 

at  130,342/.  7*.  2d.  for  1885,  whilst  in   1886  the  estimate  is  only 
70,476/.  85.  llrf.,  a  reduction  of  nearly  60,000/. 

Imports. 

13.  The  amount  collected  under  this  head  was  211/.  5s,  5d.  in 
excess  of  that  for  1885.  Whilst  wages  are  so  low,  and  so  great  a 
portion  of  estates  hitherto  worked  remain  out  of  cultivation,  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  there  will  be  any  great  call  for  the  goods 
which  are  imported  to  this  Colony.  In  addition  in  1886  there 
was  a  very  large  crop  of  native  provisions  which  considerably 
reduced  the  demand  for  breadstuffs^  &c. 

Excise, 

14.  The  system  of  allowing  distillation  only  under  supervision 
was  introduced  in  1886,  and  in  many  ways  tin*  results  may  be 
said  to  be  satisfuctory.     The  revenue  collected  from  this  source 
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St.  Vincent,   was  3,447i  more  than  that  received  for  excise  in    1885,  but 

against  this  must  be  put  the  very  large  sum  collected  at  the  end 

of  1884  previous  to  the  duty  being  raised  from  35.  to  4«.  2d.  I 
am  afraid  there  will  be  no  permanent  increase  in  the  revenue 
from  this  source  until  more  money  finds  its  way  into  circulation. 
This  can  only  be  brought  about  either  by  cane  cultivation  being 
resumed  or  by  the  introduction  of  new  industries. 

Prisons. 

15.  The  only  prison  in  the  Colony  was,,  during  the  year,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Provost  Marshal.  The  number  of  persons 
committed  in  1886  was  from  20  per  cent  to  25  per  cent,  less 
than  in  1 885,  and  the  daily  average  number  of  prisoners  was 
about  7  per  cent,  less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

A  saving  of  115/.  3s,  Sd.  was  effected  in  the  vole  for  prisons. 
Corporal  punishment  was  inflicted  in  three  instances. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

16.  There  is  a  marked  decrease  in  crime  as  compared  with 
previous  years.  The  number  of  persons  committed  in  1886  is 
about  25  per  cent,  less  than  in  1885,  ^nd  the  instances  of  punish- 
ment for  serious  crime  are  9  as  against  19. 

The  offences  reported  to  the  police  or  the  magistrates  fell  from 
2,049  in  1885  to  1,804  in  1886.  Of  this  number  701  persons 
were  discharged  for  want  of  prcseculdon.  244  cases  were  dismissed 
on  the  merits,  846  persons  were  summarily  convicted,  4  persons 
were  committed  for  trial  in  the  Superior  Court,  and  at  the  close 
of  1886  9  cases  remained  undecided.  'J  here  were  69  summary 
convictions  for  prcedial  larceny  as  against  70  in  the  previous 
year. 

Hospitals, 

17.  The  daily  average  number  of  patients  at  the  Colonial 
Hospital  was  53.  The  new  building  is  a  decided  success,  and  when 
the  proposed  Graham  wing  is  completed  it  will,  I  think,  compare 
favourably  with  any  institution  of  a  similar  nature  in  the  smaller 
West  Indian  Colonies.  The  number  of  inmates  of  the  Pauper 
Asylum  has  increased,  owing  no  doubt  to  the  general  depression 
in  trade.  The  storm  of  the  16th  August  answers  for  some  25 
admissions. 

The  Yaws  Hospital  has  done  a  great  deal  of  good,  and  it  is  to 
be  regretted  that  want  of  means  prevents  the  Colony  from  under- 
taking the  care  of  a  larger  number  of  persons  suffering  from  this 
disease.     Generally  the  institutions  are  in  good  order. 

General  Remarks. 

18.  The  only  event  calling  for  special  comment  was  a  severe 
storm  or  hurricane  which  occurred  on  the  16th  August.  Foilu- 
nately  its  duration  was  only  about  half  an  hour,  but  even  in  that 
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short  space  the  damage  which  resulted  from  its  violence  was  very  ^^-  ^'^ncbnt. 
great.  It  may  be  roug!)ly  stated  that  1,866  dwellings,  housing  a 
population  of  about  10,000  souls,  were  either  totally  or  partially 
(iestroyeil,  and  as  the  greater  part  of  these  belonged  to  the  labour- 
ing population  the  distress  on  all  sides  was  considerable.  Sub- 
scriptions to  the  amount  of  about  3,5001.  were  placed  at  the 
Governor's  disposal,  and  the  poorer  class  of  sufferers  were  relieved 
to  the  extent  of  about  50  per  cent,  of  their  losses.  The  total 
amount  of  damage  was  estimated  to  exceed  11,000/.  This  hurri- 
cane was  the  more  to  be  regretted  as  it  occurred  at  a  time  when 
the  revenues  of  the  Colony  were  very  severely  affected  by  the  low 
prices  of  sugar  and  arrowroot.  From  this  cause  no  assistance 
could  be  rendered  to  the  sufferei-s  from  the  public  funds. 

The  eclipse  of  the  29th  August  was  visible  at  St.  Vincent,  but 
at  no  period  was  there  totality  as  in  the  neighbouring  island  of 
Grenada. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  St.  Vincent  has  been  gradually  losing 
ground  since  1883.  The  quantity  of  muscovado  sugar  exported, 
vhich  used  to  be  from  9,000  to  10,000  hogsheads,  is  now  only 
about  4,500  hogsheads.  This  means  a  reduction  of  one  half  in 
the  cultivated  land,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  decrease  in  the 
amounts  paid  for  labour  is  even  more  in  proix)rtion,  as  the 
extremely  low  price  of  sugar  has  caused  estate  owners  to  exercise 
the  strictest  economy  in  iis  production.  Fortunately,  although 
the  market  price  was  low,  the  crops  of  arrowroot  and  sugar  were 
exceptionally  good,  and  it  is  to  this  fact  we  owe  the  continuation 
of  any  cultivation. 

To  meet  the  wants  of  the  labouring  population  who  cannot 
obtain  work  on  the  estates,  the  Government  arc  making  arrange- 
ments to  sell  out  in  small  lots  the  ungrantel  Crown  lands,  and 
two  surveyors  are  at  the  present  moment  employed  in  defining  the 
boundaries  between  estates  and  Crown  lands,  and  in  plotting  out, 
in  blocks  of  from  1  to  5  acres,  lands  to  which  the  title  of  the 
Crown  is  clearly  established. 

Within  the  next  two  months  a  tract  of  some  600  acres  lying 
at  the  north  end  of  the  island  will  be  ready  for  sale. 

(Signed)         G.  Denton, 

Actinnr  Colonial  Secretary. 
4th  August  1887. 
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TOBAGO. 


No.  7. 
Governor  W.  J.  Sendall  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

St.  Vincent,  May  20, 1887. 
Forwarded. 

(Signed)        Walter  J.  Sendall 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  M.P. 
&c.  &c. 


Sir,  Government  OflSce,  May  9,  1887. 

I   have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the 
Blue  Book  for  the  year  1 886,  together  with  my  Report  upon  it. 

2.  I  regret  that,  owing  to  the  reduced  staff,  I  hive  found  it 
impofliible  to  forward  the  books  sooner. 

I  have,  &c. 
His  Excellency  (Signed)        R.  B.  Llewellyn. 

Governor  Sendall, 
St.  Vincent. 


Blue  Book  Report,  1886. 

TaxeSy  Duties,  Feesy  <fec. 

No  changes  were  made  in  any  of  the  above  during  the  ye.ar 
1886. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

The  following  comparative  table  of  the  Revenue  and  Expen- 
diture for  the  last  five  years  will  show  what  a  serious  decrease 
there  was  during  the  last  year  in  the  former  and  consequently 
how  necessary  it  became  to  reduce  the  latter. 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

1882 

_             . 

^ 

- 

13,661 

£ 
12,610 

1883 

- 

- 

- 

14,115 

14,223 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

11,370 

13,481 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

10,825 

12,031 

1686 

- 

- 

- 

8,813 

9,529 
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£      s.     d.  ToBJLOO. 

The  deficit  for  the  year  1884  was  -     1,025  7     9  

j>  ^         1885  -     1,231  13  0 

„  H         1886  -       715  10  1 


Total  deficit  3l8t  December  1886   -  2,972  10  10 

Without    the    several    items    of   extraordinary    expenditure 

mentioned  below,  which  amount  to  831/.  3^.  5cf.,  the  cxpenseft 
would  have  been  kept  within  the  Revenue  and  the  debt  slightly 
decreased. 

£  s.    d. 
Compensation  for  abolition  of  offices  -    29  3     4 
„          for  terminating  lease  of 
a  police  station      -             -            -     25  0    0 
Mr.  Hooper's  expenses  on  forestry  ser- 
vice          -            -            -            -    71  9     7 
Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition          -  157  9     0 
Printing  draft  Edition  of  Laws           -  548  1     6 


831     3     5 


Public  Debt 

The  Government  of  Qrenada  extended  for  five  years  the  time 
originally  fixed  for  the  repayment  of  the  loan  of  one  thousand 
pounds. 

Military  Expenditure. 

None  during  the  year. 

Public  Works. 

The  total  expenditure  during  the  year  was  only  371/.,  and  the 
following  are  the  principal  items : — 

£ 
Roxborough  Bridge      -  -  -     48 

Boof  of  Government  House      -  -  121 

Repairs  to  roads  -  -  -  113 

Repairs  to  buildings  and  furniture  -     42 

Keep  of  mules  and  cart  -  -    47    . 


371 


Legislation, 


Twelve  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the  year,  most  of  them 
relating  to  changes  in  the  administrative  work  of  the  Public 
Service,  in  all  branches  of  which  reductions  had  to  be  made. 

Other  legislation  was  deferred  pending  the  completion  of  a 
Revised  Edition  of  the  Statutes,  and  later  owing  to  the  probability 
of  the  union  of  this  Island  with  Trinidad. 


o    51507. 
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Cou7icils, 

Mr.  Solomon  Baber  Isaacs,  who  had  been  a  member  of  both 
Councils  for  some  years,  died  in  London  durinj^  the  month  of 
January,  and  bis  seats  were  conferred  on  the  Honourable  John 
McKillop. 

Mr.  a,  W.  Gordon^  Auditor  of  the  Colony,  was  appointed  an 
OflScial  Member  of  both  Councils  In  February,  in  the  place  of  the 
Treasurer,  which  office  is  vacant,  but  he  shortly  after  went  on 
lejive  of  absence,  and  his  office  was  abolished  in  December. 


Civil  Establishments* 

Owing  to  the  great  financial  depression  many  chants  took 
place  in  the  staff  of  Public  officers  during  the  year, 

Mr.  L.  G.  Hay,  the  Treasurer,  was  appointed  in  January  Sub- 
Beceiver  at  San  Fernando,  Trinidad,  and  the  duties  of  Treasurer 
were  assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Administrator, 

The  following  officers  were  pensioned,  and  their  offices 
amalgamated  with  others  and  tlms  carried  on  at  a  large  reduction 
in  cost : — 

Mr.  S,  F.  Titzck,  Marshal  and  Postmaster;  Captain  John 
Spicer,  Harbour  Master  ;  Mr.  B.  B.  Anderson,  Colonial  Surgeon ; 
Mr.  G.  W.  Gordon,  Auditor  and  Begistrar  of  the  Supreme  Court,  &c. 

The  duties  of  Magistrate  in  the  Windward  District  were  assigned 
to  Mr.  T,  Newton  Browne,  Inspector  of  Police  and  Inland  BevenUe 
Officers,  and  the  permanent  civil  and  judicial  staff  now  numbers 
eight  in  all. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  health  of  the  Island  was  as  good  as  usual,  with  an  average 
birth  rate  of  36  per  thousand,  and  death  rate  of  21  per  thousand, 
which  latter  is  raised  considerably  by  the  high  mortality  amongst 
children  under  five  years  of  age,  caused  by  the  t^relessness  and 
neglect  of  parents. 

The  total  number  of  births  was    -        -     675 
„  „        deaths  „       -        -     398 

277 
Estimated  population  18,500. 

EcclesiasiicaL 

The  grant  in  aid  of  the  several  religious  denominations  was 
completely  withdrawn  on  the  15th  of  November,  owing  to  the 
severe  strain  on  the  public  finances  of  the  Colony. 
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Education. 

Tlie  following  tables  give  all  the  information  that  I  have  relative 
to  the  schools  in  this  Island  : — 


TOBi^GO 


188i. 

1385. 

1886. 

Denomination. 

^5 

Govern- 

ment 

Grant. 

Govern- 
ment 
Grant. 

^4 

'1 

Govern- 
ment - 
Grant. 

Anglican 
3Ioravian 
Wesleyan 

0 
6 
6 

858 
717 
567 

314    8  11 
184  14    0 
225    S   4 

9 
6 
6 

726 
6S7 
679 

334    8    0 
198  18    0 
212    7    0 

9 
8 

e 

796 
456 
662 

a   9.  d, 
226    4    6 

18118    0 

14117    6 

Total     - 

21         2,142     724    6    3 

21 

1,892 

745  13    0 

21 

1^13 

500    0    0 

Owing  to  want  of  means  the  grant  had  to  be  reduced  to  600/., 
and  it  was  not  possible  to  provide  for  the  expenses  of  any 
examination  of  the  schools  by  a  qualified  Inspector. 

Imports  and  Exports. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  was  half  of  what  it  was  in  the 
preceding  year.  The  principal  export,  sugar,  only  amounted  to 
811  hogsheads,  about  one,  quarter  of  the  crop  of  the  year  1885, 
and  represented  in  value  6,489/. 

The  falling  ofiF  of  three  fourths  of  the  main  export  was  partially 
made  up  for  in  the  total  of  the  general  exporU  by  the  great 
increase  in  the  trade  with  the  Island  of  Trmidad,  which  took 
over  7,000/.  worth  of  cattle,  sheep,  goats,  pigs,  horses,  and  fowls. 

The  subjoined  comparative  tables  show  further  particulars  of 
this  trade  in  live  stock,  which  is  solely  with  Trinidad : — 

Table  of  Imports  and  Exports. 


Import*. 

Exports. 

Year. 

United 
Kinii^m. 

British 
West 
Indies. 

Foreiirn 
Coun- 
tries. 

Totals. 

United 
Kingdom. 

British 
West 
Indies. 

Forelffn 
Conn- 
tries. 

Totals. 

1882 
1888 

1884    .       - 

1885 

188C 

21375 
25,038 
12,^16 
16,334 
11,665 

22.631 
21,681 
20.668 
1^168 
8327 

£ 
20 

332 

263 
17 

£ 
46,927 

47,001 

89.656 

80.755 

20,4^ 

41,993 
87,089 
26,080 
26,413 
8,558 

£ 
6.742 

5,178 

3,218 

6.201 

0,791 

£ 
450 

5,774 

12,320 

5322 

647 

£ 

48,186 

48,096 
41,613 
88,436 
18391 

O  2 
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TOBAQO. 


Yeu. 


I 


i 


1883 
1884 
18^5 
1886 

Total  • 
Average - 


1,6S6 
827 


S40 


81S»6tf 
720.609 
850,684 
667,979 
802.794 


3.256.511 
651.102 


865 

273 
253 
766 
1^1 


3.218 
643 


! 


^  ^ 
fc   fe 


1,037 
2ffl 


19 


181 


461 


667 

887 
1.108 
788 
219 


3,659 
732 


138 

72 
43 
298 
586 

1137 
227 


204 
100 
276 
220 
45 

845 

lei^ 


i 
I 


60,358 
50353 
76.394 
61.946 
16.400 


244,951 
48.990 


661 

500 


565 
573 


2.751 
650 


Shipping. 


Bntered. 

Cleared. 

Tear. 

Steam  Vessels. 

Siuling  Vessels. 

Steam  Vessels. 

Sailing  Vessels. 

No. 

Tons. 

CreTTS. 

No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1884    - 

49 

64,260 

1,986 

96 

5,451 

462 

41 

4S.232 

1,470 

89 

6,627 

464 

1885    - 

40 

62.686 

1.996 

140 

6.260 

699 

39 

38,712 

1.236 

144 

5375 

630 

1886    - 

4S 

46.4il 

1.730 

160 

4,150 

672 

83 

3«,377 

1,016 

156 

4,081 

690 

Total- 

141  1 153,397 

5.712 

886 

14361 

1,738 

113 

113321 

8.722 

889 

15388 

1,784 

Average 

47 

61.132 

1.901 

127 

4,954 

578 

38 

87,774 

1,240 

129 

6,028 

695 

Agriculture. 

Cocoa  planting  continued  to  attract  some  attention^  and  the 
cultivation  is  undoubtedly  extending  everywhere  in  small  patches. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Ordinance  recently  passed  which  provides 
for  the  sale  of  Crown  lands  in  small  lots  (5  acres)  to  the  peasantry 
will,  when  it  is  put  in  operation,  give  considerable  impetus  to 
agriculture. 

Gaols  and  Prisons. 

A  complete  change  in  the  officers  of  the  gaol,  and  a  stricter 
observance  of  discipline,  haS;  I  think,  deterred  a  few  of  the  old 
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oflenders  from  returning  again  and  again  to  prison,  u'hich  accounts 
for  a  small  decrease  in  the  daily  average  of  inmates  in  prison. 

The  daily  gross  cost  of  each  prisoner  was  lOd.  per  diem,  as 
against  Is.  6d.  in  1885. 


Tour. 


Total     - 
Avenge* 


ill 


109 


No.  of 
Prisonera 
previousbr 
convicted. 


Commitments  for 


111 

si  «*» 


11 


9 

16 

10 

— 

27 

22 

17 

- 

19 

10 

12 

- 

65 

47 

99 

- 

18 

16 

18 

- 

—      24 


21 

7 

278 
03 

8-40 
28 

175 
68 

11-1 
8-7 

TOBAOO. 


Criminal  Statistics. 

The  total  number  of  ofTences  reported  was  considerably  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  no  serious  crime  of  any  sort  occurred. 

Prsedial  larceny  increased  slightly  owing  to  the  severe  drought 
and  great  depression  in  trade,  which  existed  up  to  •  the  middle  of 
May. 


1884. 

1886. 

1880. 

Total. 

ATerage. 

Number  of  CMC!  before  the  migUtrtte*   • 

782 

900 

866 

2^7 

840 

1.  Offences  against  the  person 

2S1 

150 

80 

491 

164 

2.  Prndial  larceny     .         .         .         - 

28 

42 

86 

108 

84 

3.  Other  offences  against  property  • 

68 

20 

44 

127 

42 

4.  Otheroffences       .         .         .         - 

488 

261 

218 

897 

289 

Numbm'  ofeonffietioHM  in  the  Superior 

1.  Offences  against  the  person 

10 

2 

6 

17 

6 

2.  Arson 

- 

2 

1 

S 

1 

8.  Other  offences  against  property  • 

2 

10 

9 

21 

7 

Number  qf  per  tone  ae^itted. 

1.  In  the  inferior  courts 

89 

101 

78 

868 

89 

2.  In  the  Superior  Court      • 

3 

6 

8  * 

U 

4 
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ToBAOo.  Hospital 

""^  In  the  month  of  May,  owing  to  the  depressed  state  of  the  public 

finances^  it  was  necessary  to  limit  the  number  of  beds  to  12,  and 
ensure  that  they  were  only  occupied  by  cases  which  might  properly 
be  called  ''accidents"  or  *^ curables." 

Formerly  the  Institution  has  been  made  more  of  an  "  alms- 
house **  and  home  for  incurable  persons  to  whom  an  expensive 
diet  was  given,  when  in  most  cases  the  patients  would  have  been 
far  happier  on  a  monthly  allowance  of  a  few  shillings  in  their  own 
huts,  n*ee  from  the  discipline  and  restraint  of  a  public  institution 
in  which  the  average  cost  per  bed  was  about  27/.  per  annum. 


Rainfally  Sfc» 

The  drought  continued  until  the  middle  of  May,  when  regular 
rains  set  in,  and  the  record  for  the  year  at  all  the  stations  was 
double  what  it  was  for  the  year  1885. 

The  average  rainfall  over  the  whole  Island  is  considered  to  be 
65  inches.  It  will  be  observed  that  at  some  stations  the  record 
for  1886  was  far  above  this ;  but,  speaking  generally,  I  should  say 
the  fall  was  a  good  average  one. 


Maces. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

«n 

f 

LoerwoodParic 

1-48' 

0^95 

3-47 

1-80 

6-79 

7-55 

12-60 

Golden  Grove-         •         .         - 

1-36 

1-43 

B-21 

1-81 

e-80 

5-61 

lO'SS 

Babylon         .         -         «.         . 

1-88 

1-79 

4*15 

2-19 

4-28 

6-30 

12-47 

Betoc<y*8Hop6 

4-W 

1-76 

6-20 

1-97 

4*03 

8*4i 

14*89 

Florida           .... 

3-60 

3-08 

6-51 

2-98 

6-39 

8-30 

16*19 

Kemnore        »         •         .         . 

8-5S 

2-42 

5-72 

3-21 

5-12 

9*30 

17*62 

Glamorgan      •         -          .          - 

2-K9 

1-11 

3*84 

8-28 

3-83 

6*G6 

14*10 

(eonHnued,) 


Placefi. 


Logwood  Fari( 
Golden  Grove 
Ba1)yIon 
Betsey's  Hope 
Florida  - 
Kemnore 
Glamorgan 


7  12 

7*95 
13*01 

9*05 
10-82 
12*70 

8*30 


i 

1 

& 

8*11 

5*67 

7*60 

8*14 

2*45 

5*19 

9*80 

4-98 

11*58 

10-46 

7*78 

10*49 

12*48 

10*20 

14-90 

13*07 

10*13 

16*40 

12*78 

7*63 

14*48 

4*80 

67*48 

6*12 

60*90 

4*04 

75*87 

6*47 

87*52 

12*37 

105*96 

10*70 

106-92 

9-68 

88*28 
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Oeneral  Remarks, 

Owing  to  the  continuation  of  a  severe  drought  above  referred 
to  until  the  middle  of  May,  the  crop  of  sugar  was  the  smallest  on 
record,  and,  coupled  wth  the  low  price,  reduced  the  trade  of  the 
Island  to  a  very  Jow  ebb. 

It  was  necessary  to  make  an  effort  in  some  direction,  and  the 
peasantry  extended  their  trade  with  Trinidad  in  live  stock,  horses, 
cattle,  sheep,  pigs,  goats,  and  fowls. 

The  question  of  the  union  of  this  Island  with  the  Colony  of 
Trinidad  was  again  brought  forward  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  and 
pending  the  final  settlement  of  that  question  all  others  were  set 
aside. 

Everything  was  at  ils  lowest  during  the  year,  and  the  task  has 
been  to  keep  together  what  there  was  v^ithout  any  attempt  at 
progress  until  better  dajrs  returned. 

(Signed)        R.  B.  Llewfxynj 

Administrator. 


TOBAOO. 


ANTIGUA. 


No.  8. 

Governor  Viscount  Gormanston  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  St.  Kitts, 
Sir,  May  16,  1887, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  Blue  Book  of 
Antigua  for  the  year  1886,  with  the  Colonial  Secretary's  report 
thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.        (Signed)        Gormanston, 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  G.C.M.G.,  Governor. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Report  on  the  Antigua  Blue  Book  of  1886, 

Finance, 
Rerenne.  Expenditure. 

£  s.     d.  £  s.     d. 

47,461  11     0  41,055     0     0 

Of  the  amount  of  revenue  6,000/.  was  an  cKtraordinary  receipt  * 
viz.,  money  raised  by  a  loan  for  the  extension  of  the  waterworks 
in  the  City  of  St  John.  Of  this  sum  only  a  small  part  was 
expended  in  1886.  The  revenue  therefore  from  ordinary  sources 
amounted  to  41,451/.  11^.,  506il  less  than  the  revenue  of  1885. 
Tills  Island,  although  financially  in  a  better  position  than  the 
other  Presidencies  of  the  Colony  of  the  Leevrard  Islands,  is  still 


Antigua. 
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AnTiouA.     aiTected  by  the  dulness  and  contraction  of  trade  resulting  from  the 
"■"^        seriouB  decline  in  the  price  of  sugar  referred  to  in  my  report  on 
1885. 

The  following  statement  of  the  assets  and  liabilities  shows  that 
tlie  liabilities  of  the  Presidency  exceed  its  assets  by  5,4211, 6&  2d., 
little  more  than  one  eighth  of  the  annual  revenue.  In  1884  the 
excess  of  liabilities  amoimted  to  11,591^  IQs.  0^ 


A8BBTS. 


LlABIUTIW* 


Sinking  Fund  Loin 


{iiiking  Fu 
of  18§0  - 


Sinking  Fund, 

Waterworks  Loan 


8ii 


Fond, 
AddiiioDftlWater- 
works  Loan  • 


£    ».  d,        £    $,  d, 

92il6U 

8,177  11   7 
150    0   0 


9,252  10   6 


Worki  and   bnild- 


ings,  new  water- 
orks   - 


-    1,790   8   Si 


Britiah  Guiana  and 
Windward  lalandi 
Post  Office  fees    - 

Jami^ca  Post  Office 
fees      -      -      - 


Leeward      

Post  Offioo  fees 

Crown  Agents - 

Treasurer,  cash  ac- 
counts •      -      • 

Treasurer,  deposit 
in  savings  oank 
account  of  new 
waterworks  - 

Treasura*,  deposit 
at  interest  in 
Ck>Ionial  Bank     - 


18  11  8 

8   9  1 

60  14  101 

1,82919  1 

b,706   7  II 

1,700   0  0 

3300   0  0 


Due  by  other  Presi- 
dendes .      -      - 

Excess  of  liabmties 


H602  10   41 

812   4    0 
6,421    6   2 


28»488  10    Oi 


Loaiiofl880  -      - 
WaterworicsLoan- 


£    9,  d, 
6471   0   0 

2^600   0    0 


£     9.  d. 


New   Waterworks 

Loan  -      •       .    6,000  0  0 

Savings  Bank  Loan    7,800  0  0 

800  0  0 


Immigration     de- 
posit account    - 


Immigration    cur- 
rent account 

Escheated  estates- 

Unrepresented  es- 


22471   0   0 


Barbuda,  Island  of 

Ecclesiastical  tax  - 

United  States  Post 
Office  fees  - 


266    S   4 

177    4   04 

41    110 
646  10    81 
68  17  101 

127  12    8 


1,21710   01 


28,48810   01 


Trade. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1886 

- 

• 

. 

131,628 

159,686 

1S85 

- 

- 

- 

- 

144,444 

158,980 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

- 

169,500 

177,807 

1883 

• 

• 

• 

" 

183,686 

229,676 
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This  comparatiye  statement  shows  that  in  1886  there  was  no      Antioua. 
recovery  from  the  commercial  depression  and  the  decline  in  the        """• 
profits  of  agiicniture  which  were  so  marked  in  1885.     Of  the 
staple  product  of  tlie  Island  five  sixths  were  shipped  to  the  United 
States. 

Hhds. 
1886.  Sugar  shipped  .  .  -  14,467 

1885.      „  „        -  -  -  13,910 

1884.      „  „         -  -  -  16,178 

1883.      „  „         -  -  -  12,402 

7^301  puncheons  of  molasses  were  shipped.  Of  these  5,710 
went  to  British  North  America. 

Affriculture, 

The  low  price  at  which  the  growers  of  sugar  were  compelled 
throughout  1886  to  sell  that  staple  apd  only  important  product 
of  die  Island  hardly  allowed  even  the  estates  of  independent  and 
comparatively  wealthy  proprietors  to  be  worked  at  a  considerable 
profit,  and  for  the  many  owners  of  sugar  properties,  who  are 
working  with  borrowed  money,  for  which  assistance  they  pay 
heavily  in  many  ways,  the  struggle  has  been  most  severe,  ending 
in  some  cases  in  failure. 

A  sugar  estate  in  a  British  West  India  island  is  not  simply  an 
agricultural  enterprise ;  it  is  also  a  manufacturing  establishment, 
and  it  is  not  always  the  mere  agriculturist  who  best  succeeds  in 
the  business. 

During  the  last  few  years  several  properties  have  been  acquired 
by  prosperous  commercial  men  resident  here.  These  proprietors 
being  on  the  spot  exercise  a  close  control  over  the  management, 
and  are  able  to  check  unnecessary  and  ill-advised  expenditure  and 
waste  ;  and  their  command  of  money  and  mercantile  arrangements 
and  facilities  obtain  for  the  estate,  at  a  reasonable  cost,  the 
numerous  supplies  and  variety  of  materials  almost  daily  required. 

Leffislation. 

The  General  Legislative  Council  of  the  Leeward  Islands  met 
in  Antigua  on  the  9th  of  January  and  remained  in  session  until 
the  21st  of  that  month,  and  there  was  a  short  second  session  of 
the  Council  from  the  29th  of  May  to  the  1st  of  June. 

In  the  first  session  there  was  passed  '^  An  Act  (No.  2  of  1886, 
^^  Leeward  Islands)  to  bring  into  force  a  system  of  title  to  land 
**  by  registration,  and  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  encmnbered 
^<  estates.''  This  Act  was  amended  in  the  second  session  of  the 
Council. 

As  ftir  back  as  1873  an  Act  similar  in  its  main  features  to  the 
Act  of  1886  was  passed,  but  it  being  in  every  respect  a  permissive 
measure  it  remained  altogether  inoperative.  1  he  obligation  of 
coming  under  the  Act  ot  1886  imposed  on  parties  wishing  or 
requirmg  to  have  dealings  in  land,  and  the  advantages  offered 
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Ahtigua.     by  a  more  simple  system  of  tide  and  record^  promise  to  bring  the 

measure,  under  the  conditions  it  lays  down^  into  immediate  and 

satisfactory  operation  throughout  the  Leeward  Islands. 

Another  important  Act^  No.  11  of  1886>  Leeward  Islands^  was 
passed  in  the  same  session^  t.e.,  **  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  better 
**  administration  of  the  Post  Offices  of  the  Colony,  and  to  repeal  the 
**  laws  heretofore  in  force  for  the  regulation  of  Post  Offices."  For 
the  various  local  Post  Office  Acts  in  the  different  Presidencies  has 
been  established  one  Federal  Act. 

In  the  local  Legislature  of  the  Presidency  eleven  Acts  were 
passed^  none  of  which  call  for  particular  notice  or  remark. 

Education. 

998/.  was  expended  in  grants  in  aid  to  schools  in  1886.  Of 
the  36  schools  the  highest  place  was  taken  by  the  Town  Moravian 
school,  which  earned  76/.  2*. 

Th^re  is  in  the  list  o^  schools  ranking  in  the  first  and  second 
classes  a  much  larger  proportion  of  Moravian  than  of  schools  of 
the  Anglican  and  Wesley  an  denominations.  Of  the  eleven 
Moravian  schools  only  t^vo  are  in  the  third  class.  The  aggregate 
daily  average  attendance  is  2,300  out  of  the  4,000  children 
attending  the  schools  aided  by  the  Government. 

Public  Works. 

The  construction  of  a  new  reservoir  of  the  capacity  of  3,000,000 
gallons,  to  render  the  supply  of  water  to  the  City  of  St.  John 
more  secure  in  seasons  of  drought,  and  more  complete  at  all  times, 
was  commenced  and  is  still  in  progress.  The  present  reservoir, 
which  will  be  connected  with  the  new  one,  contains  only  600,000 
gallons,  a  very  inadequate  reserve  in  this  climate  for  the  water 
su^ly  of  a  town  of  ten  thousand  inhabitants. 

Provision  is  made  for  the  execution  of  the  work  in  question  by 
debentures  for  6,000/.  taken  up  locally,  the  charges  for  interest 
and  sinking  fund  being  met  by  a  permanent  tax  on  real  property 
in  the  city,  for  waterworks  purposes,  and  by  rates  charged  for  the 
supply  of  water. 

(Signed)        Neale  Portee, 
May  10th,  1887.  Colonial  Secretary  of  the 

Leeward  Islands  and  President 

and  Island  Secretary  of 

Antigua. 
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MONTSERRAT. 


MONTSERRAT 


No.  9. 

Administrator  Neale  Porter  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House^  Antigua, 
Sib,  ^  July  18,  1887. 

I  nAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  the  Blue  Book 
of  the  Presidency  of  Montserrat  for  the  year  1886,  with  the 
Acting  President's  report  thereon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Nealb  Porter, 
The  Bight  Hon.  Adminbtering  the  Government 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.<:.M.G. 
&a  &c.  &c. 


President's  Office,  MontHcrrat, 
Sir,  July  4,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Blue  Book  ol  this 
Presidency  for  the  year  1886,  and  to  submit  the  following  report 
thereon : — 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

2.  The  revenue  of  the  year  amounted  to  5,022£  16^4  S^d, 
showing  a  decrease  as  compared  with  1886  of  206/.  17*.  O^rf. 

3.  The  chief  item  in  which  this  decrease  occurred  was  the 
excise  duty  on  rum,  which  produced  404/.  14*.  8rf.,  or  104i  13*.  9d. 
less  than  in  the  previous  year.  This  falling  oiF  was  partly  met  by 
an  increase  of  38/.  10*.  in  the  duty  on  imported  rum,  leaving  a 
net  decrease  of  661  13/.  9^.  in  the  duties  on  this  article. 

4.  The  duties  received  on  rum  during  the  past  four  years  have 
been  as  follows  : — 


Excise. 

Import 

Total. 

1888   -     .     -     • 

£  «.  d. 
56C  16  1 

£  8,     d. 
240  10  S 

£  *.  </. 
807  6  4 

1884   -     -     -     - 

495  15  0 

240  18  0 

786  18  0 

1885   .     -     -     - 

509  8  5 

209  8  7 

718  12  0 

1886   .     .     .     - 

404  14  8 

247  18  7 

652  8  3 

Digitized  by 


Google 


«. 

d. 

18 

11 

14 

8 

15 

11 

6 

7 

108  FAPEB6  BELATIK6  TO 

MoNTSBKBAT.  The  falling  off  may  be  accounted  for  to  some  extent  by  dimi- 
■""  nished  consumption  consequent  on  the  general  depression  of  trade, 
but  the  system  of  collection  of  the  excise  duty  is  defective^  and 
the  adoption  of  a  system  similar  to  that  in  force  in  St  Lucia^ 
under  which  stills  are  licensed  and  distillation  is  only  allowed 
under  the  supervision  of  a  revenue  officer^  would^  I  am  conBdent, 
result  in  a  considerable  increase  of  revenue  under  this  head. 

5.  The  receipts  from  stamps,  licenses^  fces^  post  office^  and 
smaller  sources  of  revenue  show  a  decrease  as  compared  with 
1885. 

6.  The  import  duties^  exclusive  of  those  received  on  rum,  show 
a  slight  increase  over  the  receipts  of  1886,  but  are  much  below 
the  receipts  of  the  two  previous  years,  the  amounts  realised  having 
be«i  as  follows  : — 

£ 

1883  -  -  -  -     2,535 

1884  -  -  -  .     2,632 

1885  -  •  -  .     1,836 

1886  ....     1,841 

The  diminution  in  these  receipts  is  to  be  attributed  to  the 
depression  in  trade  and  agriculture  consequent  upon  the  low  price 
of  sugar. 

7.  There  was  a  small  increase  in  the  export  duties,  which 
realised  391Z.  l5.  Id.y  against  369/1  Ws.  Id.  in  1885.  The  loss 
under  this  head  in  consequence  of  the  small  crop  of  sugar  was 
made  up  for  by  the  increased  export  of  lime-juice. 

8.  The  expenditure  amounted  to  5,669/.  3*.  Sd.,or  1077. 12*.  6dL 
more  than  that  of  the  previous  year.  The  principal  items  in 
which  there  was  an  increase  were  roads  and  public  works,  while 
there  was  a  decrease  under  the  head  of  pensions  and  in  the 
expenditure  on  waterworks. 

9.  The  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  was  646/.  75.  4^., 
while  tlie  net  available  balance  on  1st  January  1886  was 
610/.  3^.  lOt/. ;  there  was  consequently  at  the  close  of  the  year  a 
deficit  of  36/.  35.  Q^d. 

Public  Works. 

10.  The  principal  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  the 
restoration  of  the  public  jetty  at  a  cost  of  296/.  25.,  of  which 
280/.  105.  Td.  was  expended  in  1886.  The  slaughter-house  in  the 
public  market  was  also  rebuilt  at  a  cost  of  31/.  145.  %d. 

11.  The  sum  of  43/.  175.  6^</.  was  expended  in  petty  repairs 
and  incidental  expenses  connected  with  the  public  buildings 
generally.  These  are  in  a  bad  state  of  repair,  and  will  shortly 
require  considerable  expenditure  for  their  restoration. 

12.  The  expenditure  on  roads  was  128/.  145.  8c/.  in  excess  of 
that  of  1885.  120/.  IO5.  Ad.  was  expended  in  the  erection  of  a 
bridge  and  two  retaining  walls,  forming  permanent  improvements 
to  an  important  section  of  road.  The  public  roads  generally  are 
in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


HEB  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  109 


Legislation. 

13.  The  following  are  the  principal  Ordinances  passed  during    MoKigBRiuT. 
the  year  ; —  — - 

The  Treasury  Begulation  Ordinance,  No.  2,  of  1886.  This 
Ordinance  was  passed  to  enable  the  Governor  to  give  eflfect  to 
recommendations  for  securing  greater  efficiency  made  by  a  Com- 
mission appointed  by  his  Excellency  in  July  1886  to  inquire  into 
the  working  of  the  Treasury  department. 

The  Import  and  Export  Duty  Ordinances^  Nos.  3  and  4.  The 
principal  object  of  these  Ordinances  was  to  adapt  the  system  of 
collection  of  import  and  export  duties  to  the  alteration  of  circum- 
stances caused  by  the  transfer  of  traffic  from  sailing  vessels  to 
steamers,  which  has  taken  place  since  the  passing  of  the  Ordinances 
previously  in  force.  Amendments  on  other  points  in  which  the 
Ordinances  seemed  to  be  defective  were  also  made,  and  the 
following  alterations  in  the  rates  of  duty  were  effected  :^— The 
import  duty  on  cigars  was  increased  from  8rf.  to  lOrf.  per  lb.,  the 
latter  being  the  rate  charged  on  manufactured  tobacco ;  the  duty 
on  kerosine  oil  from  Id  to  2d.  per  gallon  ;  and  that  on  cordials 
and  liqueurs  from  2$.  to  3*.  per  gallon.  The  duty  on  cypress 
shingles  4  inches  wide  was  reduced  from  4s.  to  Zs,  per  1,000, 
those  of  greater  width  remaining  charged  with  the  former  rate. 
The  duty  on  rum  was  made  payable  in  proportion  to  its  strength 
by  the  hydrometer,  the  use  of  the  bubble  being  discontinued,  and 
the  duty  on  gin  in  casks  was  also  made  payable  according  to 
strength.  The  export  duty  on  cattle  was  reduced  from  85.  to  4s. 
per  head.  The  former  duty  was  high  in  comparison  with  the 
duties  levied  on  other  articles  of  export,  and  was  a  discouragement 
to  the  exportation  of  cattle,  the  local  price  of  which  has,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  general  depression,  fallen  considerably.  The  duty 
on  sugar  shipped  in  packages  other  than  hogsheads,  tierces,  or 
barrels  was  increased  from  \\d.  to  2d,  per  cwt.,  so  as  to  equalise 
it  with  the  duty  on  sugar  shipped  in  those  packages. 

The  Excise  Duty  Amendment  Ordinance,  No.  6,  makes  the 
same  amendment  in  the  excise  duty  on  rum  as  is  effected  in  the 
import  duty  on  that  article  by  the  Ordinance  above  referred  to. 

The  Waterworks  Extension  Ordinance,  No.  6,  authorises  the 
Waterworks  Commissioners  to  supply  water  to  the  buildings  used 
as  a  poor  house  and  hospital^  which  are  beyond  the  radius  fixed 
by  the  Waterworks  Ordinance  of  1879.  This  .work,  for  which 
1852.  was  voted  in  the  Estimates  for  1887,  is  now  being  carried  out, 
and  on  its  completion  a  saving  of  10/.  a  year  will  be  effected  by 
the  discontinuance  of  the  payment  of  that  amount  for  the  present 
supply,  which  is  liable  to  contamination,  being  brought  in  an  open 
canal  from  a  stream  at  some  distance  from  the  buildings. 
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MoNTSEBUAT.  Popvlation. 

14.  The  population  at  the  census  of  1881  was  10,083.  The 
natnral  increase  of  population  since  that  period  is  shown  hj  the 
following  table : — 


Year. 

No.  of  Births. 

No,  of  Deaths. 

Excess  ot  Births 
over  Deaths. 

1882 

1888         -           -            - 

1884 

1885 

1886 

434 
494 
501 

520 
44d 

221 
201 
253 
241 
205 

213 
293 

248 
279 
244 

Total     - 

2,398 

1,121 

1,277 

15.  The  birth  rate  of  1886  was  40 '39  and  the  death  rate  18 '44 
per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  on  1st  January  1886. 

Savings  Bajik. 

16.  The  following  return  shows  tlie  increase  in  the  business  of 
this  institution  during  the  past  five  years  : — 


No.  of 
Depositors. 

Amount  of 
Deposits. 

3 let  December  1882- 

_ 

. 

31 

£        8. 

580  14 

4 

„     1883- 

- 

- 

47 

1,154  16 

9 

„     1884- 

- 

- 

, 

54 

1,897     4 

4 

„            „     1885- 

- 

- 

57 

1,310  12 

0 

„     1886- 

- 

- 

75 

2,193  12 

1 

17.  Interest  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum  is  allowed  to 
depositors.  The  funds  of  the  Savings  Bank  were  up  to  last  year 
invested  in  the  Colonial  Bank  at  St.  Kitt's  at  the  same  rate  of 
interest.  In  1886  the  Governor  sanctioned  the  withdrawal  of  the 
sums  lodged  in  the  Colonial  Bank,  amounting  to  1,050/.  and  their 
remittance,  with  other  funds  of  the  Savings  Bank,  to  the  Crown 
Agents  for  investment  in  England.  The  sum  of  1,969/.  8*.  4rf. 
was  forwarded  to  the  Crown  Agents,'  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the 
investments  will  yield  a  return  of  from  3|  to  4  per  cent,  per 
annum. 
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Education,  Montserrat. 

18.  The  average  attendance  at  schools  receiving  Government 
grants  in  aid  fell  from  787  in  1885  to  731  in  1886^  and  the  grants 
in  lud  were  reduced  from  300/.  13*.  to  288/.  17*.  The  number  of 
scholars  on  the  books  of  these  schools  is  returned  by  the  managers 
at  1^295^  their  total  cost  at  48821  1*.  lie/.,  and  the  amount  of  school 
fees  received  at  58/.  5*. 

19.  Two  schools  are  included  in  the  Blue  Book  returns  which 
are  not  in  receipt  of  Government  aid ;  the  number  of  scholars  at 
these  is  returner!  at  160,  their  cost  at  40/.  15*.,  and  the  amount  of 
school  fees  received  at  6/.  2*.  lOd. 


Imports  and  Exports. 

20.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  following  table  that  the  value  of 
imports  in  1886  shows  a  slight  improvement  as  compared  with 
1885,  but  falls  considerably  short  of  the  figures  of  the  three 
previous  years. 


Imports  from 

United 
Kingdom. 

Britbh 
Colonies. 

Forei^ 
CouDtnes. 

Total 

1882 

£ 
8,217 

£ 
19,052 

£ 
1,511 

£ 
28,780 

1883         -            -            - 

12,778 

15,573 

905 

29,256 

1884        ... 

8,110 

15,009 

2,479 

25,698 

1885        ... 

6,889 

11,251 

2,496 

20,f36 

1886 

7,416 

10,878 

2,793 

21,087 

21.  The  value  of  the  exports  was  as  follows : — 

Exports  to 

United 
Kingdom. 

British 
Colonies. 

Forei^ 
Countnes. 

Total. 

1882        .            •            . 

£ 
33,004 

£          i            £ 
3,342       1          1,774 

£ 
38,120 

1883 

24,612 

3,577 

3,305 

31,494 

1884        .            .            - 

13,761 

1,293       1        17,624 

32,678 

1885        -            -            . 

8,555 

1,254               11,475 

16,284 

1886 

8,885 

750              11,809 

20,944 
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MoHTssRiuT.      22.  The  exports  of  sugar  for  the  past  five  years  are  shown  in 
"-^^        the  following  table  : — 




Hogsheads. 

Tierces. 

Barrels. 

Bags. 

Total, 

reduced  to 

cwt. 

1882 

18 

8,028 

2,394 

.^ 

42,645 

1883        - 

9 

2,030 

2,484 

154 

30,992 

1884 

— 

2,494 

8,068 

98 

87,843 

18S5 

— 

1,647 

2,980 

1,061 

29,866 

1886 

6 

1,831 

2,778 

39 

23,002 

23.  The  sugar  crop  of  1886  was  the  smallest  on  record  foi 
many  years.  As  stated  in  Mr.  Meade's  report  on  the  Blue  Book 
of  1885,  cultivation  had  been  greatly  curtailed  on  many  estates^ 
while  several  others^  then  passing  through  the  Incumbered  Estates' 
Court,  had  been  allowed  to  ffo  almost  entirely  out  of  cultivation. 
The  same  causes  affected  the  crop  of  1886,  which  was  further 
reduced  in  consequence  of  unfavourable  seasons*  A  considerable 
improvement,  however,  took  place  in  1886,  the  effects  ot  which 
have  been  shown  in  die  present  year.  In  many  of  the  cases  in 
which  cultivation  had  been  curtailed  it  was  resumed  and  in  some 
instances  extended ;  the  estates  sold  in  the  Incumbered  Estates' 
CkHirt  having  passed  into  new  hands  were  again  brought  into  a 
good  slate  of  cultivation  ;  and  the  rainfall  of  the  year  was 
abundant  The  crop  of  1887  will  consequently  be  considerably 
above  the  average. 

24.  The  low  prices  at  which  the  estates  above  referred  to  were 
sold^  while  showing  the  extent  to  which  this  class  of  property  has 
been  depreciated  m  value  by  the  state  of  the  sugar  market,  afford 
on  the  other  hand  reasonable  ground  to  anticipate  that  their  culti- 
vation will  produce  a  fair  per-centage  of  profit  on  the  amounts 
invested  in  them  by  their  new  owners. 

25.  Of  the  sugar  exported  in  1886,  22,369  cwt  went  to  the 
United  States,  552  cwt.  to  the  United  Kingdom,  and  81  cwt.  to 
neighbouring  islands. 

26.  353  puncheons  of  molasses  were  exported  during  the  year, 
of  which  340  went  to  Martinique,  where  this  article  is  largely 
purchased  for  distillation  into  rum. 

27.  The  lime  crop  was  above  the  average,  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  table  oF  exports  during  the  last  five  years : — 


1S82. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

lime  juice,  raw  - 

-  gallons 

44,880 

132,840 

133,139 

15,275 

145,440 

„         concentrated 

»» 

9,540 

9,960 

13,966 

1,000 

7,080 

Lime  essence 

-   cases 

5 

87 

26 

4 

26 

Limes,  pickled      - 

-  barrels 

150 

50 

— 

47 

80 

Limes,  fresh 

•>   boxes 

316 

144 

953 

822 

2,057 
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28.  A  noticeable  feature  is  the  increase  in  the  exportation  of  Uomtsebbat. 
the  fresh  lime  firuit,  which  goes  in  about  equal  proportions  to         — *• 
England  and  the  United  States. 

Shipping. 

29.  The  following  statement  shows  the  shipping  entered  and 
cleared  during  the  past  five  years : — 


Steamers. 

SuKngYesawls. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

Sntered. 

Cleared. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons 

188S- 

10 

8^18 

6 

6,130 

286 

7.749 

290 

7.868 

1888- 

25 

21.073 

22 

19.616 

236 

7.261 

236 

7.296 

1884- 

81 

31.2M 

84 

31.286 

266 

6,294 

278 

6.740 

1885- 

78 

101,360 

73 

101,312 

309 

7.483 

809 

7.466 

1886- 

113 

164.369 

109 

148,760 

239 

6.405 

245 

6.286 

30.  It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  figures  that  the  number  of 
steamers  calling  at  the  Island  has  greatly  increased.  Only  one 
suling  vessel,  of  233  tons,  cleared  for  the  United  Eingdomy  and 
two,  of  a  tonnage  of  249,  for  the  United  States  during  the  year. 

Crime. 

31.  The  returns  show  a  decrease  in  crime  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 


1S86. 

1885. 

Namberof  conyictionsinthe  Saperior 
Courts     .           -           -           - 

9 

10 

Number  of  summary  conyictions    - 

SS5 

ses 

Number  of  comuutments  to  gaol     - 

104 

128 

General  Remarks, 

32.  This  Island  is  capable  of  producing  large  quantities  of 
bananas,  oranges,  pineapples,  and  other  kinds  of  fruit,  which  are 
now  plentifully  grown  for  local  consumption.  Their  production 
could  be  greatly  increased  if  an  export  trade  were  established, 
and  they  would  in  all  probability  find  a  profitable  market  in  the 
United  States.  Facilities  do  not,  however,  at  present  exist  for 
making  regular  shipments,  as  although  a  large  number  of  steamers 
call  here,  the  dates  of  their  arrival  are  irregular  and  uncertain^ 

o     51507.  H 
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MoNTeERBAT.  and  they  cannot  therefore  be  depended  upon  for  ehipment  of 
— ~"        produce  of  so  perishable  a  nature, 

33.  Parts  of  the  Island  are  well  suited  for  the  culiiyalion  of 
cacao  and  coflPee,  whicli  are  now  only  grown  to  a  very  limited 
extent^  as  well  as  of  other  products  to  whicli  no  attention  has 
hitherto  been  given.  The  introduction  of  new  industries  cannot 
but  be  attended  with  great  benefit  to  the  Island^  and  especially  to 
the  numerous  class  of  small  proprietors^  who  would  no  doubt 
readily  take  up  the  cultivation  of  new  products  if  they  possessed 
information  as  to  their  value^  mode  of  cultivation  and  preparation^ 
&c.^  and  were  in  a  position  to  obtain  plants  and  seeds  without  any 
large  amount  of  trouble  and  expense.  To  meet  these  require- 
ments it  appears  tome  to  be  very  desirable  that  the  proposal  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  Slate,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Legislative 
Council  in  1885,  for  establishing  a  Botanical  Station  in  connexion 
with  the  Jamaica  Public  Gardens  and  Plantations'  Department 
should  be  carried  into  effect  Such  an  establishment  would  also 
be  of  great  value  in  the  improvement  and  development  of  existing 
objects  of  agriculture. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Edward  Baynes, 

Acting  President. 
The  Hon.  the  Colonial  Secretarv. 
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No.  10. 

Administrator  Bruce  to  Sin  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Georgetown,  Demerara, 
Sir,  August  5,  1887.* 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  the  Blue  Book  of  the 
Colony  of  British  Guiana  for  the  year  1886,  accoinpanied  by  the 
psual  report  thereon  by  the  Assistant  Government  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        Charles  Bruoe. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.O.M.G. 
&c.  &c.  &c 
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Report  on  the  results  shown  in  the  Blue  Book  for  1886.  Biutish 

Guiana. 


Taxes,  Duties,  and  other  sources  of  Revenue. 

1.  The  chief  sourced  of  the  Colonial  revenue  are  custom  duties, 
excise  duties,  and  licences.  The  laws  under  which  they  are  derived 
remained  practically  unaltered.  A  new  source  of  supply  is 
anticipated  in  the  gold  mining  industry,  and  regulations  were 
enacted  towards  the  close  of  the  year  by  which  the  royalty  on  gold 
was  fixed  at  3^.  9rf.  per  ounce,  and  on  silver  at  2d.  per  ounce.  The 
annual  licence  to  trade  in  raw  gold  or  silver  was  fixed  at  21.  Ss.  4d. 
and  the  fee  for  registering  labourers  on  placer  claims  at  1^.  each. 


Revenue. 

2.  The  Colonial  revenue  for  the  year  1886  was 
446,025/.  16^.  3^^.,  an  increase  of  11,212/.  8s.  on  the  revenue  of 
1885.  A  comparison  of  the  figures  for  the  last  two  years  shows 
increases  under  the  following  heads  of  revenue,  viz. : — 

Increase. 

Miscellaneous  receipts     -            -            -  1 1,884 

Excise  duty  on  rum         .            -            .  5,903 

Establishments  under  Government           -  1,468 

Interest           -                ...  1,176 

Wine  and  spirit  duties     -            -            -  871 

Wood-cutting  licences      -            -            -  361 

Miscellaneous  Receipts. — The  difference  under  this  head  arises 
chiefly  from  the  appropriation  to  general  revenue  of  a  sum  of 
10,416/.  ISs.  4:d.  from  accumulated  fees  of  the  Administrator 
Genenil*s  Fee  Fund. 

Rum  Duties, — The  increase  under  rum  duties  is  attributable 
to  the  advance  of  the  excise  duty  by  5d.  per  gallon  from  Ist  July, 
and  to  increased  consumption  of  duty-paid  rum. 

The  increases  shown  under  the  other  heads  are  less  important 
and  call  for  no  special  remarks 

The  only  two  items  of  decrease  that  call  for  remark  are  retail 
spirit  licences  and  import  duties.  The  decrease  in  the  licence 
duties  is  due  to  the  reduction  in  the  classification  of  licences,  made 
by  the  excise  board  because  of  the  general  depression  in  tradci 
while  diminished  imports  of  rice  and  flour  were  chiefly  the*cause 
of  the  decrease  in  the  import  duties. 
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BarriflH  The  sources  of  revenue  which  exhibit  a  decrease  are : — 


QUIUTA 


Decrease. 

IT 

Retail  spirit  licences          -             -            -  4,388 

Fines  and  seizures             ...  3,109 

Import  duties        -            -            -            -  2,419 

Beacon  and  tonnage  dues  -             -            -  633 

Taxes  fixed  by  law            -            -            -  318 

Licences  and  fees  of  office              -            -  265 

Expenditure. 

3.  The  total  Colonial  expenditure  amounted  to  476,964/.  0^.  S^d, 
and  was  13,022/.  1^.  S^d.,  more  than  the  expenditure  of  1885. 
The  following  are  the  principal  items  of  increase  or  decrease : — 

Medical  Department. — This  head  appears  for  the  first  time  in 
the  Colony's  accounts  and  the  sum  of  13,318/.  17^.  3^.,  shown 
under  it  as  an  increase  on  the  expenditure  of  1885,  is  the  charge 
of  one  half  of  the  total  expenditure  of  the  new  Government 
medical  service  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Combined  Court  in  July,  1886.  There  are  corresponding 
decreases  under  the  heads  of  poor  and  hospitals. 

Public  Debt — The  increase  of  15,557/.  14^.  3rf.  exhibited  under 
this  head  arises  chiefly  from  the  payment  of  interest  on  bonds 
issued  under  Ordinance  6  of  1879,  and  from  the  provision  made 
for  sinking  fund.  "^ 

Royal  Mail  Steamers  {Subsidy). — The  sum  of  7,480/.  shown  as 
an  increase  on  the  expenditure  ot  the  preceding  year  was  paid  in 
1886,  as  the  Colony's  share  of  the  Imperial  subsidy  for  steam 
communication  with  the  West  Indies  from  the  commencement  of 
the  new  contract 

Poor.— The  decrease  of  7,475/i  155.  1\d.  shown  under  this  head 
is  occasioned  chiefly  by  the  discontinuance  of  tlie  annual  contribu- 
tion  to  the  Immigration  Fund  for  services  rendered  to  the  poor 
by  the  Medical  Department. 

Immigration. — An  increase  of  6,517/.  15s.  is  shown  under  this 
head.  It  arises  from  the  expenditure  in  India  and  England  for 
21  months,  being  brought  to  account  on  31st  December  1886. 
Formerly  the  Emigration  Agent^s  account  and  the  expenses  of 
immigration  incurred  in  England  did  not  appear  in  the  books  of 
the  Colony  until  the  following  year,  when  tne  emigration  season 
had  closed. 

Roads  and  Bridges. — The  expenditure  on  roads  under  the 
charge  of  the  District  Commissaries  was  5,694/.  Zs,  %\d.  less  than 
in  1885.  This  decrease  Is  due  to  economy  from  a  close  and 
careful  supervision  of  the  expenditure  by  the  officers  at  the  head 
of  the  Department. 
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Hospitals, — The  decrease  of  4,057 1  14#.  which  appears  under       Bninsu 
this  head  in  the  comparative  statement  of  expenditure  has  already         ^^a* 
been  alluded  to  in  connexion  with  the  expenditure  on  the  Medical 
Department.     It  is  due  to  a  re-arrangement  of  accounts  rather 
than  to  diminished  expenditure. 

Local  J^byenues. 

4.  Georgetown, — The  revenue  raised  for  municipal  purposes  in 
the  city  of  Georgetown  amounted  to  43,365/.  4^.  9Jci  as  compared 
with  43,897/.  0*.  6^d.  ig  1885.  .  The  house-tax  levied  during  the 
year  was  at  the  rate  of  2  per  cent,  on  the  appraised  value. 

The  chief  sources  of  revenue  were  : — 

£ 
Taxes  on  town  property  -  -     26,610 

Fees  from  town  markets  -  -  -       4,191 

Water  service     -  -  -  -       2,716 

Government  grant  in  aid  -  -       4,166 

The  expenditure  during  the  year  was  44,010/.   17*.  SJcf.,  a 
decrease  of  709/.  15*.  iO\d,  on  the  expenditure  of  1885. 
The  following  were  the  principal  items,  viz. : —     • 

£ 
Bonds  redeemable  and  interest  account     -     11,083 
Labour  and  sanitary  superintendence       -      5,775 
Waterworks         -  -  -  -      3 104 

Stone  depot         .  .  •  .      3,676 

In  1789  Georgetown  (then  known  as  Stabroek)  contained  only 
88  dweliinjjs,  exclusive  of  stores  and  offices,  and  a  population  of  780 
persons.  In  1820  the  population  had  increased  to  9,191,  and  the 
property  in  the  city  was  appraised  at  505,363/.  17^.  In  1841  the 
population  had  further  increased  to  18,585.  At  the  cenf?U3  of 
1881  the  population  was  found  to  be  47,175.  The  city  novr 
covers  an  area  of  about  1,000  acres.  It  contained  in  i  886  taxable 
property  appraised  at  1,366,362/.  10^. 

5.  Neto  Amsterdam.  —  The  revenue  of  the  town  of  New 
Amsterdam  amounted  to  6,825/.  11*.  \\d.  It  was  chiefly  derived 
from  the  following  sources  : — 

£ 
Taxes  on  town  property,  2  per  cent.  -     3,203 

Market  fees  and  rent  of  shops        -  -     1,163 

Government  grant  in  aid  of  town  funds     -     1,041 

The  expenditure  amounted  to  6,593/.  185.  2rf.,  and  the  following 
were  the  principal  items  :— 

£ 

Maintaining  roads,  bridges,  and  drainage    -     1,211 

Waterworks  establishment  -  -       777 

„  loan  repaid    -  -  -     1,132 

Salaries  of  town  officials     -  -  .     1,122 
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fijuiuB      ^5.   Villages. — Eighteen  inooiporated  villages  were  rated  at  a 

QuiANA.      uiiform  rate  of  2  per  cent,  on  house  and  landed  properly,  and 

the  revenue  derived  therefrom  amounted   in  the  aggregate  to 

5,272/.  9^.  8d  as  compared  with  5,378/.  16$.  Sd.  in  1885. 

The  expenditure,  amounting  to  8,515^  6^.  2d,,  was  as  follows : — 

£        8.       d. 

Drainage  ...     3,782  12     1 

Roads,  dams,  and  bridges  •  -     2,039     8  10 

Salaries,  contingeocies,  and  other 

expenses  .  •  .    2,693    6     3 


8,515     6     2 


Compared  with  the  expenditure  of  1885  there  was  an  increase 
of  335/. 

The  liabilities  of  the  villages  on  Slst  December  were 
16,893il  145.  6^d.  due  on  Government  loan,  as  compared  with 
18,142/.  lis.  2^{f.  on  3l8t  December  1885,  and  exhibit  a  gradual 
extinction  of  the  debt  to  Government. 


Public  Debt. 

7.  The  public  debt  of  the  Colony  for  which  the  general  revenue 
is  directly  pledged  wss,  on  the  3l8t  December,  446,700/.  as  com- 
pared with  162,000/.  in  1885.  A  sinking  fund  of  31,522iL  was 
provided  for  the  redemption  of  the  debt.  The  increase  of  the 
public  debt  arises  from  the  difference  between  the  issue  and 
redemption  of  bonds  under  Ordinance  6  of  1879,  and  the  issue  of 
bonds  under  Ordinance  4  of  1886,  for  a  loan  of  250,000/.  at  4  per 
cent. 

The  loans  guaranteed  by  the  general  revenue  exhibit  an  increase 
of  10,643/.  9*.  9  J  A    They  were  as  follows  :— 

For  immigration      -  -  - 

To  the  city  of  Georgetown  - 
To  the  town  of  New  Amsterdam 
To  the  Commissioners  of  Vlissengen 

Total  guaranteed  loans  - 

Amount    for  which   the  general  revenue  is 
directly  pledged  -  -  - 

Grand  total,  1886 
1885 

Increase  in  1886 


£ 

s. 

d. 

- 

120,000 

0 

0 

- 

19,761 

14 

4i 

- 

2,569 

8 

10 

- 

53,541 

13 

4 

- 

195,872 

16 

6J 

e  is 

- 

446,7a0 

0 

0 

_ 

642,572 

16 

64 

- 

347,329 

6 

9 

- 

295,243 

9 

H 
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Military  Expenditure. 

8.  The  disbursements  of  the  Colonial  GoTemment  in  connexion 
with  the  Georgetown  Militia,  the  Volunteer  force  and  the  Imperial 
troops  in  garrison  amounted  to  2^662/.  175.  O^d.  The  Imperial 
expenditure  was  7,333/.  16^.  4d.  The  total  military  expenditure 
was  therefore  9,9967.  13f.  4irf.,  and  was  4,8447.  45.  less  than 
in  1885.  The  decrease  in  expenditure  is  due  to  the  withdrawal 
of  troops  in  garrison, 

'  Public  Works. 

9.  Provision  was  made  on  the  annual  estimate  for  public  works 
to  the  extent  of  3338277.  The  actual  expenditure  during  the 
year  was  31,3217.  as  compared  with  an  expenditure  in  1885  of 
33,8787.  The  expenditure  on  loan  account  was  1 1,3407.  55.  4c?. 
in  1886,  as  against  26,4867.  55.  2d.  in  1885. 

The  necessity  which  existed  for  retrenchment  in  the  expendi* 
ture  of  the  Colony  prevented  new  works  being  undertaken,  and 
the  operations  of  the  Public  Works  Department  were  wholly- 
confined  to  the  maintenance  of  existing  works  under  the  charge 
of  the  Department  and  to  the  completion  of  works  already 
commenced. 

The  condition  of  incorporated  villages,  which  were  placed 
under  the  charge  of  the  Department  in  1884,  has  been  greatly 
improved  by  the  attention  which  has  been  paid  to  the  maintenance 
of  proper  roads  and  of  drainage  and  water  supply  systems. 

The  principal  item  of  expenditure  was,  completion  of  new  law 
courts,  5,3357. 

The  construction  of  the  law  courts  was  authorised  by  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Combined  Court  passed  on  lOth  June  1875.  The 
works  were  commenced  in  1881  and  the  total  cost  to  31st 
December  1886,  when  the  buildings  were  very  nearly  completed, 
was  61,7l3i  The  whole  expenditure  has  been  charged  to  loan 
account. 

Legislation. 

10.  Ordinances. — Twenty  Ordinances  were  passed  during  the 
year,  of  which  the  following  are  noteworthy  : — 

No.  2. — '*  To  authorise  the  removal  from  the  Colony  of  aliens 
considered  dangerous  to  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  Colony.'* 

No.  3. — *'  To  make  provision  with  regard  to  alien  criminals.'' 

No.  8. — *«  To  make  further  provision  with  regard  to  the  extra- 
dition of  fugitive  criminals  who  escape  from  French  Guiana.'* 

Under  the  provisions  of  Ordinance  No.  2,  where  it  is  expedient 
for  the  preservation  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the  Colony, 
an  alien  may  be  conveyed  out  of  it  by  an  order  of  the  Governor, 
while  under  those  of  Ordinance  No.  3  a  criminal  alien,  i.f.,  one 


BniTisR 
Guiana. 
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Bbitisb      who  haa  been  sentenced  by  a  foreign  tribunal  to  imprisonment  or 
Guiana,      transportation  for  any  crime,  may  be  kept  under  supervision  for 
a  time  limited* 

Ordinance  No.  8  regulates  the  procedure  in  the  Colony  in 
reference  to  the  extradition  of  fugitive  criminals  from  French. 
Guiana. 

No.  9. — *'  To  establish  a  Government  medical  service  and  to 
enforce  the  registration  of  practitioners  in  medicine  or  snr- 
gery.^ 

The  enactment  amongst  other  things  establishes  a  Medical 
Board  with  powers  to  investigate  inquiries  relating  to  the  public 
healthy  and  to  grant  certificates  of  competency  to^  chemists, 
dispensers,  and  midwives.  The  Board  is  also  charged  with  the 
remstration  of  practitioners. 

JProvision  is  made  for  the  instruction  of  persons  desiring  ta 
qualify  as  chemists,  dispensers  or  midwives  by  the  establishment  of 
schools  for  the  purpose  at  the  public  hospital,  in  Georgetown,  and 
at  such  other  public  hospital  as  the  Governor  may  direct. 

No.  16.— **  To  amend  the  Gold  Mining  Ordinance,  1880." 

The  Ordinance  of  1880  fixed  the  royalty  to  be  paid  at  2  per 
cent,  of  the  value  of  the  gold  and  silver.  This  was  repealed, 
and  under  the  regulations  enacted  under  the  provisions  of  the  new 
Ordinance,  the  royalty  has  been  fixed  at  Ss.  9d,  for  each  ounce  in 
weight  of  gold  and  2d,  for  each  ounce  of  silver.  The  regulations 
were  enacted  on  the  30th  November  and  arrangements  made  for 
their  coming  into  operation  on  1st  January  1887. 

No.  17. — **  To  establish  a  (Jovernment  Liand  Department.* 

No.  19. — **  To  provide  for  cases  where  estates  are  sold  at 
execution  sale  for  road  dues,  and  purchased  by  the  Colony.'^ 

The  road  system  of  the  Colony  introduced  at  its  settlement  by 
the  Dutch  has  in  recent  years  undergone  a  modification,  which 
renders  it  more  suitable  to  the  altered  state  of  the  Colony. 

The  land  on  the  coast  and  rivers  was  originally  parcelled  out 
by  the  Dutch  settlers  into  blocks  of  from  2,000  to  500  acres,  which 
were  granted  for  plantations,  a  condition  being  attached  to  the 
grant  that  the  grantee  should  maintain  the  public  road  running 
along  the  fa9ade  of  his  grant.  After  freedom,  when  villagies  were 
formed,  and  small  proprietors  began  to  establish  themselves  in 
various  parts  of  the  Colony,  this  condition  was  found  to  be  onerous^ 
Subsequently  when  the  maintenanoe  of  better  roads  was  insisted 
upon  by  the  (Jovernment,  and  the  road  laws  more  strictly  enforced, 
the  property  was  in  many  instances  practically  abandoned  by  the 
less  wealthy  proprietor  on  account  of  the  road  dues,  and  the  road 
maintenance  devolved  on  the  Government  This  state  of  things 
came  to  an  end  in  1884,  when  the  Combined  Court  having  made 
provision  for  the  necessary  expenditure,  the  Government  under- 
took the  maintenance  of  the  public  roads  passing  through  estates 
other  than  sugar  plantations.  By  this  arrangement  some  350 
properties  were  relieved  and  tlie  upkeep  of  about  141  miles  of  road 
was  transferred  to  the  Government. 
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Many  estates  oyerburdened  with  road  dues  had  already  been  Brttish 
acquired  at  execution  sale,  or  were  then  heavily  indebted  to  the  O^^^ 
Government,  as  appeared  from  the  official  return  published  at  the 
time,  which  showed  that  there  were  318  properties  with  an  aggre- 
gate road  debt  of  nearly  30,000/.  It  accordingly  became  neces*> 
sary  to  establish  a  Government  Department  to  have  charge  of  and 
to  deal  with  the  lands,  also  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  arrears 
of  road  dues,  and  the  above  noted  enactments  were  made  with 
these  objects. 

11.  Proclamations.'^  A  proclamation  of  considerable  importance 
to  the  Colonists  generally  and  especially  to  persons  interested  in 
the  gold  fields  was  issued  on  6th  November,  wherein  was  announced 
in  reference  to  the  territory  in  dispute  with  the  Kepnblic  of 
Venezuela,  "  That  no  title  to  land  or  to  any  right  in  or  over  or 
**  affecting  any  land  within  the  territory  claimed  by  Her  Majesty's 
"  Government  as  forming  part  of  the  Colonj  of  British  Guiana, 
"  purporting  to  be  derived  from  or  through  the  Government  of 
"  Venezuela  or  any  officer  of  or  person  authorised  by  that  Govern- 
''  ment  will  be  admitted  or  recognised  by  Her  Majesty  or  by  the 
"  Government  of  British  Guiana,  and  that  any  person  taking 
''  possession  of  or  exercising  any  right  over  any  such  land  under 
"  colour  of  any  such  title  or  pretended  title  will  be  liable  to  be 
"  treated  as  a  trespasser  under  the  laws  of  the  said  Colony.'" 

The  proclamation  greatly  stimulated  the  gold  industry  by 
inducing  capitalists  to  embark  in  it. 

Political  Franchise. 

12.  No  change  has  been  made  in  the  political  franchise. 

The  number  of  registered  electors  on  3l8t  December  was  1,233 
as  compared  with  1,311  registered  in  1885. 

Councils  and  AssiaiBLiEs. 

13.  Court  of  Policy. — In  Mr.  Bruce's  absence  from  the  Colony 
Mr.  C.  P.  Austin,  who  was  occupying  a  seat  as  acting  Auditor 
General  in  Mr.  Yillers'  absence,  occupied  a  seat  as  acting  Go- 
vernment Secretary,  and  Mr.  Darnell  Davis,  Comptroller  of 
Customs,  supplied  the  vacancy  amongst  the  official  members. 
Mr.  C  L.  Bascom  at  the  close  of  the  annual  session  of  the 
Combined  Court  vacated  his  seat,  and  was  re-elected  thereto. 

14.  Combined  Court — Mr.  D.  C.  Cameron,  Mr.  W.  H.  Sher- 
lock, Mr.  Andrew  Hunter,  and  Mr.  T.  W.  Phillips  resigned  in 
consequence  of  departure  from  the  Colony,  and  were  succeeded 
by  Mr.  R  P.  Drysdal  Mr.  Hugh  Sproston,  Jun.,  Mr.  John  Reid 
Hunter,  and  Mr.  John  S.  Hill.  Mr.  Walter  Bagot  accepted  a 
seat  in  the  College  of  Electors  and  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  R.  W. 
Greig. 
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15.  Deaths. — There  were  five   deaths  amongst  public  officers 
holding  appointments  in  the  Colony,  viz. : — 

Dn  Hugh  Croskery,  aged  51^ 


„    H.  M.  Pereira, 
„    D.  B.  Galium, 

„     42 
„     28 

"Government  medical  officers. 

„    J.  M.  Haward, 

„     27j 

Mr.  J.  Silas, 

„    42      Clerk  in   the  Medical  Depart' 

ment. 

16.  AppointmentSy  Sfc. — ^There  were  no  appointments  and 
promotions  of  importance,  and  the  principal  changes  in  the  public 
service  during  the  year  arose  from  the  re-organization  or  re- 
arrangement of  public  departments. 

The  following  officers  retired  on  pension,  viz.  :— 

Doctors  H.   G.  Dalton   and   T.  P.  Pollard,  Government 
medical  officers. 

Rev.  J.  Huskie,  minister  of  St  Saviour's  parish. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Thompson,  Assistant  Colonial  Civil  Engineer. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Burrowes,  Inspector  of  Poor  and  Secretary  to  the 
Hospital  Board. 

Mr.  Wm.  Harris,  aidwaiter  in  the  Customs  Department 

Mr,  F.  Verbeke,  clerk  in  the  Administrator  General's  office. 

Mr.  J.  Mortimer,  sorter  in  Post  Office. 
The  staff  of  Customs  Department  was  re-arranged  in  accord- 
ance with  a  scheme  proposed  by  the  Comptroller  and  approved  by 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

The  Combined  Court  on  20th  July  1886  passed  a  resolution 
to  establish  a  Government  medical  service,  and  under  its  terms 
the  service  consists  of  a  Surgeon  General,  a  Medical  Inspector, 
and  such  number  of  Government  medical  officers  as  may  be 
provided  for  by  the  court 

Medical  officers  are  appointed  to  serve  for  two  years  as  super- 
numeraries at  a  salary  of  30021  per  annum  and  quarters.  Super- 
numeraries receive  this  salary  when  attached  to  a  medical 
institution  or  when  acting  for  a  shorter  period  than  one  month  in 
a  medical  district.  When  in  charce  of  a  district  for  a  longer 
period  a  salary  of  600/.  and  a  traveuing  allowance,  with  liberty  to 
take  private  practice  at  a  fixed  tariff.  At  the  end  of  two  years,  if 
confirmed,  medical  officers  obtain  a  salary  of  400/.,  increasing  by 
annual  increments  of  25/.  to  900/.  per  annum  with  allowances. 
The  minimum  salary  of  an  officer  in  charge  of  a  district  is  500/. 
per  annum,  but  he  does  not  then  receive  any  increment  until 
entitled  to  such  increment  by  length  of  service.  Special  allow- 
ances in  lieu  of  private  practice  are  given  to  officers  who  are 
appointed  to  the  charge  of  medical  institutions,  and  officers  in 
charge  of  a  diitrict  receive  travelling  allowance  from  100/1  to  150il 
per  annum. 
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17.  At  the  annual  inspection  of  securities  it  was  found  that  137 
officers  in  positions  of  trust  gave  security  for  the  due  dis- 
charge of  their  duties,  and  the  sums  for  which  they  were  liable 
varied  from  52/.  to  4,000/1 

There  are  now  only  nine  officers  who  do  not  subscribe  to  the 
Public  Officers'  Guarantee  Fund,  they  having  prior  to  the  esta- 
blishment of  the  fund  executed  the  usual  security  bonds  for  the 
sums  for  which  they  were  answerable.  The  receipts  of  the  fund 
during  the  12  months  ended  30th  September  1886  amounted 
to  54U  5^.  2d,y  and  the  total  amount  at  credit  on  that  date  was 
2,320/,  12^.  8rf. 

Pensions. 

18.  The  pension  list  of  1886  contained  the  names  of  45 
pensioners  and  amounted  to  10,521/.  7«.  Sd,,  showing  an  increase 
of  1,662/.  13^.  4rf.  on  that  of  1885.  Eight  pensioners,  wiih 
pensions  in  the  aggregate  of  4,056/1  per  annum,  were  added  to 
the  list  during  the  year,  and  by  the  death  of  seven  pensioners  an 
annual  sum  of  3,763/.  lapsed. 

Public  Officers'  Widows  and  Orphans'  Fund. 

19.  The  receipts  of  the  fund^-derived  from  abatements  of  4 
per  cent  from  salaries  of  100/1  and  upwards  of  all  public  officers, 
and  from  interest  on  moneys  invested — amounted  to  9,317/.  85., 
as  against  9,101/.  125.  4rf.  in  1885.  There  were  110  pensioners 
on  the  books  of  the  fund  on  the  31st  December  as  against  93  at 
the  close  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  pensions  paid  during  the 
year  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  7,991/.  6^.  9^^.,  showing  an 
increase  over  1885  of  664/.  75.  7rf.  The  credit  balance  of  the 
fund  was  59,115/.  45.  9^^.  The  number  of  officers  contributing 
was  369,  of  whom  235  were  married. 

Population. 

20.  Estimated  Population. — The  estimated  population  of  the 
Colony  on  the  3l8t  December  1885  was  270,042.  The  natural 
increase  during  1886,  as  represented  by  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  2,647,  and  the  increase  by  excess  of  immigration  over 
emigration,  amounted  to  1,622.  The  population  may  therefore 
be  estimated  at  274,311  on  the  3l8t  December  1886,  and  the 
area  of  the  Colony  being  taken  as  109,000  square  miles,  the 
population  would  be  at  the  rate  of  2*51  to  the  square  mile. 

21.  Births  and  Deaths. — The  return  of  births  and  deaths 
shows  that  the  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was 
9,661,  an  excess  on  the  births  in  1885  of  1,110  and  the  highest 
number  of  births  hitherto  registered  in  any  one  year. 
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BmnsB  It  is  satisfactory  also  to  note  that  while  the  birth-rate  exhibits 

QuiAKA.      QQ  increase  the  death-rate  exhibits  a  decrease ;  the  returns  for 
188B  and  1886  were  as  follows : — 

1885  -     8,651  births ;  7,973  deaths  ;      678  excess  of  births. 

1886  -    9,661     „         7,014      „         2,647      „        „ 


Miscellaneous  Returns. 

22.  Savings  Bank. — On  the  31st  December  there  were  13,532 
depositors  in  the  Government  savings  banks,  with  deposits 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  195,414/.  7$,  lOd.  Of  the  deposi- 
tors 6,282  were  immigrants,  with  a  sum  of  115,658/.  ISs,  Td,  to 
their  credit*  The  Creole  and  other  depositors  numbered  7,250  and 
at  their  credit  there  was  the  sum  of  79,755/.  12*.  Zd. 

The  deposits  of  the  immigrants  give  an  average  of  18il  Ss.  b\d. 
per  depositor,  and  tliose  of  the  Creoles  and  others  an  av^^e  of 
Hi  0*.  l}rf. 

23.  Paupers, — ^The  number  of  persons  who  received  poor  law 
relief  during  the  year  was  2,269  as  against  2,340  in  the  previous 
year.  The  relief  is  disbursed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
with  the  aid  of  local  boards.  The  disbursements  in  1886 
amounted  to  8,402/. 

24.  Immigration, — ^The  number  of  immigrants  introduced 
during  the  year  was  3,511  from  Calcutta,  equivalent  to  3,013j^ 
statute  adults,  and  as  compared  with  1885  there  was  a  decrease 
of  3,282  statute  adults  owing  to  the  diminution  in  the  requisition 
of  the  planters  and  to  the  cessation  of  immigration  from  Madras 
and  Barbados. 

The  average  cost  of  each  statute  adult  Indian  immigrant  was 
14/.  155.  \0d.  during  the  season  1885-6,  as  compared  with 
\Ql  Qs.  Id.  in  the  previous  season,  and  17/.  18d.  2d.  in  the  season 
1883-84 

The  thrift  of  the  Indian  immigrants  is  seen  not  only  from  the 
large  deposits  at  their  credit  in  the  Government  savings  bank, 
but  also  from  the  deposits  made  for  remittance  to  India,  During 
the  period  fronj  1st  April  1885  to  3 1st  December  1886  the 
Emigration  Agent  at  Calcutta  paid  out  the  sum  of  no  less  than 
34,875/1  on  account  of  the  savings  of  immigrants.  The  balances 
of  estates  of  deceased  immigrants  paid  out  by  the  Administrator 
General  during  the  year  amounted  in  the  aggregate  to 
551/.  Ts.  2\d. 

25.  Return  Immigrants, — The  number  of  immigrants  who 
returned  to  India  during  the  year  was  1,889  souls,  or  1,695  statute 
adults,  being,  as  compared  witli  the  number  retuoied  in  1885,  an 
increase  of  114^  adults.  The  sums  deposited  with  the  Govern- 
ment by  these  immigrants  for  remittance  to  India  amounted  in 
the  aggregate  to  19,224/.  10^.  lO^rf.,  and  the  value  of  the  jewellery 
carried  away  by  them  is  estimated  at  4,062/.  10«.  \0d. 
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26.  Queen*i  College. — ^The  number  of  students  in  this  institu-        ""^ 
tion  on  31st  December  1886  was  72.     Thirteen  students  from 
Queen's  College  were  successful  at  the  Cambridge  Local  Exami- 
nation held  in  December,  1886,  and  the  Guiana  scholarship  has 

been  awarded  to  one  of  these,  an  over-age  candidate,  who  sat 
speoiallj  for  the  scholarship  and  took  first-class  honours  with  four 
marks  of  distinction. 

27.  Elementary  Schools. — Government  aid,  amounting  in  the 
aggregate  to  17,369/.  185.,  was  granted  to  160  ^schools.  One  of 
these  was  closed  by  the  manager  at  the  commencement  of  the 
year.  Those  remaining  on  the  list  of  State-aided  schools  were 
distributed  as  follows,  viz. :  In  Georgetown,  25 ;  New  Amster- 
dam, 7;  County  Demerara,  60;  JBerbice,  35;  Essequebo,  25; 
and  mission  schools,  5.  There  were  on  the  registers  18,919 
children,  whose  average  attendance  during  the  year *was  11,323. 
The  number  present  at  inspection  was  16,019,  of  whom  10,707 
were  examined,  and  8,566  passed,  the  passes  being  75  per  cent,  of 
the  average  attendance. 

These  figures  show  an  improvement  in  attendance  and  in 
passes.  The  average  attendance  had  increased  in  1886  by  695, 
and  the  passes  were  6  per  cent  more  thap  in  1885,  so  that 
satisfactory  progress  would  appear  to  have  been  made  in  the 
schools. 

28.  School  for  Vagrant  Boys  and  Youthful  Offenders.'—There 
were  142  boys  in  the  school  on  31st  December,  as  compared  with 
137  in  the  preceding  year.  The  boys  are  chiefly  employed  in 
agriculture,  and  61  acres  of  land  are  in  cultivation  in  plantains, 
cocoa,  coffee,  cassava  and  other  provbions.  The  farm  produce 
yielded  a  return  of  M6L  The  cost  of  the  institution  was  2,530/., 
or  about  177.  16*.  per  head. 

Impobts  and  Expokts. 

29.  Value  of  Imports. — The  imports  of  1886  were  valued  at 
1,436,297/.  I7s.,  showing  a  decrease  of  31,084/^  10*.  9^  as 
compared  with  the  imports  of  the  preceding  year,  and  of 
563,150/.  3*.  Id.  as  compared  with  1884. 

30.  Articles  imported — The  Comptroller  of  Customs  in  his 
annual  report  summarizes  the  imports  and  the  countries  from 
which  they  are  drawn,  as  follows : — 

<<From  the  United  Kingdom  we  import  machinery,  bricks, 
slates,  grindstones,  coals,  cordage,  and  other  estates'  supplies: 
groceries,  grain  and  pulse,  malt,  wines,  spirits,  preserved  fruits, 
and  meats,  cheese,  butter,  hams,  bacon,  salt,  confectionery,  and 
other  articles  of  food ;  linens,  cottons,  and  haberdashery ;  hardware, 
cutlery  and  silver,  and  plated  ware;  carriages  and  manufactured 
straw  and  wood  ;  paper  and  leather ;  stationery  and  toys ;  drugs 
and  chemicals,  oils,  soaps,  candles  (not  tallow),  matches  and 
varnish;  and  manufactured  tobacco,  cipu-s'and  cigarettes,  and 
snuff.    We  also  received  from  the  United  Kingdom — ^rice,  tea. 
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opium,  gange^  and  other  articles  not  produced  or  manufactured 
there,  including  beet  sugar.  From  the  United  Slates  come  flour 
and  other  breadstuffs ;  pickled  beef  and  pork,  lard,  butter,  cheese, 
fish,  and  preser\red  meats  and  fruits ;  horses,  mules,  and  sheep ; 
corn,  meal,  hay,  and  oats ;  tobacco,  dgars  and  cigarettes,  kerosine  oil 
and  tallow  candles,  hardware,  cutlery  and  carriages ;  pitch,  lumber, 
staves,  wood  hoops,  and  manufactured  wood,  and  soap,  glassware, 
and  manufactured  paper,  India  sends  us  rice,  dholl,  oils,  and 
ghee.  From  British  North  America  we  get  lumber,  staves,  and 
manufisu^tured  wood;  hay,  oats  and  potatoes;  sheep  and  large 
quantities  of  fish.  Our  imports  from  the  neighbouring  Colonies 
consist  chiefly  of  merchandize  originally  imported  into  those 
Colonies  from  North  America,  and  thence  sent  on  to  British  Guiana 
for  a  market ;  but  Barbados  sends  us  of  its  own  production,  lime, 
ground  provisions,  and  feathered  stock.  From  France  we  get 
large  quantities  of  butter,  some  vinegar,  preserved  meats,  and 
potatoes,  brandy  and  claret,  and  manufacture  paper,  wood  hoops, 
and  a  small  quantity  of  haberdashery.  The  articles  brought  from 
Portugal  and  her  dependencies  consist  of  onions,  potatoes,  enun 
and  pulse,  and  preserved  fruit ;  tarragona,  claret,  and  other  wmes  ; 
and  oils,  bricks,  haberdashery,  and  manufactured  straw.  From 
Dutcb  Guiana  come  cocoa,  coffee  and  gin ;  and  from  Venezuela^  a 
few  horses  and  donk^s,  and  large  numbers  of  horned  cattle.  We 
get  from  Holland,  malt,  liqueurs  and  gin ;  cheese  and  candles 
(not  tallow),  and  some  cigars  and  cigarettes." 

31.  Articles  of  Food, — The  [following  is  a  statement  of  the 
principal  articles  o£  food  imported  in  the  Colony  during  the  year 
1886  :— 


Statement  of  the  Principal  Articles  of  Food  imported  during  the 

year  1886. 


— 

No. 

Value. 

Beef,  pickled 

•  barrels 

8,015 

18,055 

Bread 

.      lbs. 

556,800 

5,604 

Batter 

'          n 

651,029 

21,765 

Corn  and  pulse      - 

*  bnshels 

100,761 

19,289 

Com  and  oatmeal  - 

.      lbs. 

1,209,604 

4,008 

Fish,  dried 

cwt. 

100,873 

57,876 

Lard 

.     lbs. 

527,677 

7,102 

Onions      - 

■       >j 

1>272,166 

4,633 

Pork 

-  barrels 

16,882 

36,858 

Bice 

.     lbs. 

83,685,182 

170,793 
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32.  Exports. — The  value  of  the  exports  was  1, 842,685  i  95.  9rf. 
As  compared  with  the  exports  of  the  two  preceding  years,  there 
was  an  increase  on  1885  of  41,762/.  10^.  10^.,  and  a  decrease  on 
1884  of  479,446/.  185.  lOrf. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  value  of 
exports  in  the  years  1885  and  1886  : — 


BnlTIBH 
GUIAJTA. 


Comparative  Statement  of  the  Value  of  Exports  in  the  years  1885 
and  1886,  showing  the  Increase  or  Decrease  in  1886  in  each 
description  of  Export. 


Artidw. 

Value. 

Increase 
in  1886. 

Decrease 

1 

in  1886. 

1885. 

1          1SS6. 

&     #.  d. 

£    #.   d. 

£     f.  d. 

&    i,  d. 

Coffee 

55    6    6 

11    4    2 

41    1    4 

Coeoanuts  - 

408    6    6 

752  14  11* 

254    8    5i 

6,158  11    1 

6,806    0    7 

662    9    6 

_ 

Cattle  and  live  stock 

1,497  19    7 

849  16  10 

— 

1.148    8    9 

1,408  17  10 

769    7    6 

^ 

643  10    4 

Pirewood  - 

286  12  11 

106  12    6 

— 

40    0    5 

01ae.flah  - 

1,624  11    Si 

626    2    9 

-. 

899    8    6i 

Gum,Balata        •    .      • 

241211    6 

2,978  18    7* 

866    7    11 

„     other 

1.629  19    1 

1,793  19    6 

164    0    4 

«. 

Hides  and  horns  - 

S,600U    7 

S1028  11    6i 

481    1    l\ 

Molasses    - 

24,640    0    0 

56,763    4    1 

21323    4    1 

Rum          •         •         • 

206,748    1    1 

153396  14    8 

— 

53,146    6    5 

Shingles    • 

1,782    3    6 

1303    6    7 

^ 

778  17  11 

Sugar 

1,384344  19    9| 

1,467,740  18    2 

72395  IS    4i 

Timber      .         •         • 

26,060  11    2 

14,205  16    4 

— 

11353  14  10 

Bullion,  gold 

3,249    8    4 

23342    8    8 

20.098    0    4 

Miscellaneous      • 

2,69118    51 

9327  16  lOi 

6385  17    5 

■    — 

Total  colonial  produce 

1,677,681    6    21 

1.731,481    7    2 

122,985    6    71 

60,035    83  1 

Total  foreign  produce  - 

123,28113    8 

Ul,104    2    7 

— 

12087  11  1 

Totalezports    • 

1300322  18  101 

1342385    9    9 

122385    5    71 

81322  14    9 

Net    increase,    ocdonial 

»e?"ts;^n..i«j 

633S0   1  n\ 

-« 

\  41.762  10  10* 

•mm 

produce,  in  1886 

— 

12,187  11    1 

1364,773    0  10 

1364,773    0  10 

33.  Direction  of  Trade. — ^The  following  comparative  statement 
shows  the  direction  and  value  of  the  trade  of  the  Colony  in  1886 
and  1886 :— 


Coontriefi. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1885. 

1886. 

1885. 

1866. 

United  Kingdom   .           -           - 

United  States 

British  North  America      - 

British  West  Indies 

Bermuda  -           -           -           - 

India         .... 

Other  foreign  comtries      - 

African  Possesiioni 

724,671 

845,342 

90,764 

49,813 

171 

195,928 

60,248 

445 

7d7,052 

295,864 

101,072 

36,866 

367 

143,464 

69,162 

2,450 

1,293,618 

808,877 

19,968 

64,486 

2,619 

1,046 

110,034 

729 

1,071,482 

562,616 

33,022 

44,084 

3,051 

308 

127,483 

589 

Total     -           .           - 

1,467,382 

1,436,297 

1,800,S22 

1,842,585 
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""^  84.   Vessels, — The  number  of  veBBek  entered  and  cleared  at  the 

two  ports  of  the  Colony,  Georgetown  and  New  Amsterdam^  during 
the  year  was  as  fellows : — 


Ports. 

Entered. 

Cleared. 

No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

No. 

Tons. 

Crews. 

1 

Georgetown 
New  Amsterdam - 
Total- 

168 

141,964 

6,885 

159 
2 

185,849 
1,751 

6,658 
47 

168 

1U,964 

6,885 

161 

187,100 

6,700 

1 

Georgetown 
New  Amsterdam  - 

Total - 

755 
29 

169,770 
6,180 

6,888 
209 

742 
25 

167,418 
5,418 

6,882 
186 

1 

784 

175,950 

6,542 

767 

172,881 

6,568 

Total  steam  and  sail- 
ing vessela     - 

952 

817,914 

18,427 

928 

809,981 

18,268 

As  compared  with  the  year  preceding  there  was  an  increase  in 
the  number  of  vessels  visiting  the  ports  of  the  Colony,  but  a  slight 
falling  off  in  the  gross  tonnage,  as  is  shown  in  the  following 
comparative  statement : — 


VesseU. 

1885. 

1886. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

1 

SteunvesselB 
Sailing  do. 

Total  - 

ISl 
760 

18^568 
179.792 

168 

78* 

141,964 
176,960 

17 

18 

7.876 

_^ 

3342 

917 

814^880 

962 

817,914 

85 

7,876 

- 

8^ 

1 

Steam  vessels 
Sailing  do. 

Total  • 

IW 
771 

13MS7 
183.808 

161 
767 

137A06 
172,881 

7 

648 

4 

10/»5 

926 

819.828 

028 

809.981 

7 

64S 

4 

1MS6 

Agriculture. 

36,  Cultivatum. — The  following  are  the  principal  heads  of 
cultivation :  Canes,  cocoanuts^  plain  tains^  coffee^  cocoa^  rice^  and 
arrowroot. 
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36.  Suffar  plantations. — The  total  area  of  land  in  cultivation  and 
occupied  by  sugar  plantations,  as  per  acreage  returns  of  SOth 
June  1886,  was  81,421  acres,  of  whicn  76,203  acres  were  in  canes, 
and  the  remaining  5,218  acres  in  plantiin^  The  area  in  canes 
exhibits  an  increase  of  859  acres  over  the  area  in  cultivation  in 
1 885.  It  is  estimated  that  an  area  of  about  1^600  acres  is  under 
cane  cultivation  by  the  village  farmers.  The  canes  are  purchased 
from  the  growers  and  are  ground  on  the-  sugar  estates  on  the 
usine  system. 

A  comparison  of  the  exports  for  the  last  five  years  of  sugar, 
rum  and  molasses,  the  products  of  the  sugar  cane^  shows  the  fall 
in  the  value  of  their  produce  with  which  the  sugar  planters  have 
had  to  contend.  The  quantities  and  values  of  the  exports  were 
as  follows : — 


British 

QUXANA. 


Idas. 

1888. 

1884. 

1886. 

v^ 

1  Quantity  •  hhda. 
Sugar 

.Value     •      -   £ 

1  'Quantity  -  puns. 
Bum-      .  ] 

'.Value     •      .  £ 

'Quantity  •  casks 
Vobnes  -  ] 

Lvalue     •      -   £ 

137^1 

129,605 

189,246 

106,781 

124^283 

24M5.4e7 

29;2oe 

2,6»1.906 
20^490 

SS,400 

1^84^ 
28,363 

1,467,740 
24,773 

288,171 
17.120 

26i901 
20414 

250,600 
12354 

2061748 
10,862 

169^696 
20,001 

71.83S 

101.070 

48,202 

Si540 

6«J6S 

The  valne  of  sugar  as  shown  above  fell  from  an  average  in 
1882  of  }8l  16s.  per  hhd.  and  in  1883  of  20/.  per  hhd.  to  an 
average  of  11/.  14^.  7d.  per  hhd.  in  1886. 

The  average  yield  per  acre  of  cane  cultivation  in  1886  as 
adduced  from  the  acreage  and  export  returns  was  1*6  hhd.  per 
acre.  There  is  no  return  of  sugar  supplied  for  local  consumption, 
but  as  a  set-off  against  that  supply  there  is  the  acreage  of  the 
village  cultivation  not  included  in  the  above-mentioned  returns. 

37.  Villages. — The  survey  of  the  cultivated  areas  of  villages 
completed  during  1886  shows  the  tillage  to  be  as  follows : — 


In  the  county  of  Demerara 
,,        y,  Essequebo 
n        „  Berbice  - 


i9 

ft 


Acres. 

-  6,847 
.     3,047 

-  3,939 


Total  area  of  village  cultivation  -  12,833 

There  are  still  no  statistics  of  the  area  of  other  cultivated  lands 
held  by  proprietors  of  plantain,  cocoanut,  cocoa,  and  coffee  estates. 

During  the  year  under  report  there  were  im^rtations  of  the 
following  articles  producible  in  the  Colony,  viz. :  Arrowroot, 
32,332  lbs.;  cocoa,  112,628  lbs.;  coffee,  171,921  lbs.;  com, 
26,661  bushels  ;  ginger,  24,003  lbs. ;  rice,  33,635,132  lbs..  Sue 

o    51507.  I 
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Bminta  Qne  cause  which  now  greatly  militates  against  the  production 

^^^'  of  these  articles  in  quantities  sufficient  for  home  consumption  is 
the  cost  of  transportation  within  the  Colony.  The  tillage  in  the 
villages  is  almost  wholly  confined  to  an  attempt  to  meet  the 
demands  of  the  immediate  neighbourhood^  and  this  is  seen  by  the 
diversified  character  of  village  culture,  which  consists  chiefly  of 
small  patches  of  plantains^  cassava,  sweet  potatoes,  yams,  tannais, 
and  other  provisions,  interspersed  with  fruit  trees  of  various  kind?. 

38.  Cocoanuts  are  cultivated  chiefly  in  the  Mahaicony  district. 
During  recent  years  works  have  been  erected  in  this  district  for 
the  extraction  of  cocoanut  oil  and  the  preparation  of  the  fibre  for 
use.  The  exports  during  the  year  were  283,775  cocoanuts, 
valued  at  752/. 

39.  Coffee  cultivation  was  commenced  in  1721  in  the  county 
of  Berbice,  and  at  one  time  coffee  formed  one  of  the  principal 
articles  of  export  from  the  Colony.  It  is  now  not  even  produced 
in  sufficient  quantities  for  home  consumption.  In  1886  the 
exports  were  only  410  lbs. 

40.  Cocoa. — The  cocoa  cultivation,  to  which  attention  was 
called  in  the  Report  on  the  Blue  Book  of  1882,  is  now  beginning 
to  yield,  and  the  exports  of  1886  included  1,968  lbs.  of  native 
grown  cocoa,  valued  at  52/^  The  importance  of  this  export 
becomes  more  apparent  when  it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the 
cultivation  has  only  recently  commenced,  and  that  the  cocoa  tree 
does  not  attain  its  full  productive  vigour  till  about  the  eighth 
year, 

41.  Eice. — Allusion  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  to 
recent  attempts  at  rice  growing  and  to  the  importance  of  fostering 
this  industry.  Public  attention  was  directed  to  it  by  the  Hon. 
\Vm.  Russell,  President  of  the  Royal  Agricultural  and  Commercial 
Society,  in  an  interesting  address,  delivered  before  the  society  on 
the  10th  of  June,  from  which  it  appeared  that  on  the  Anna  Regina 
estate,  in  the  county  of  Essequebo,  about  800  acres  had  been 
placed  in  rice  cultivation,  and  it  was  demonstrated  that  the 
cultivation  could  be  carried  on  by  the  rice  farmers  on  the  lands 
rented  from  the  estate  at  a  cost  of  13/.  185.  6rf.  per  acre,  and  with 
a  gain  of  11/.  Is,  6d.  per  annum.  The  East  Coast  Demerara 
water  supply  scheme  brought  into  existence  a  rude  cultivation 
of  this  article  on  the  savannahs  aback  of  the  estates.  To  admit 
of  Crown  lands  being  taken  up  for  the  purpose  regulations  are 
being  framed  imder  which  they  would  be  rented  out  at  4^.  2d. 
(one  dollar)  per  acre  per  annum. 

42.  Arrowroot — The  soil  on  tlie  west  coast  of  the  county  of 
Berbice  is  suited  to  the  production  of  this  article,  and  the  labouring 
population  are  being  encouraged  by  well-directed  efforts  to  pursue 
the  industry.  There  are  931  acres  in  cultivation  by  villagers  of 
that  district,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  in  arrowroot. 

43.  Locust  Visitation. — The  agricultural  industry  appeared  at 
one  time  during  the  year  to  be  seriously  threatened  through  a 
visitation  of  locusts.  Swarms  of  these  insects  were  first  reported 
on  the  confines  of  the  Colony  adjoining  Venezuela  in  the  month 
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of  January     These  had  disappeared,  when  in  August  fresh  swarms       British 
were  reported  to  be  devastating  the  cultivation  on  the  banks  of      Guiana. 
the  Berbice  river.     Upon  the  extent  of  the  invasion  being  ascer-         "*■"" 
tained,  the  Government  took  prompt  steps  for  the  destruction  of 
the  insects  and  oflFered  rewards  of  2s.  per  gallon  for  the  young 
locusts  and  eggs  and  6rf.  per  gallon  for  the  winged  insects.     This 
expedient  of  hand  picking,  aided  by  an  organized  system  of  tarred 
screens,  was  so  successful  that  at  the  close  of  the  year  the  locusts 
had  quite  disappeared.     The  cost  of  the  campaign,  exclusive  of 
private  expenditure,  was  2,399/.  105.  6rf.,  but  the  money  expended 
in  rewards  mitigated  the  dintress  which  would  otherwise  have 
arisen  from  the  destruction  of  the  crops  of  the  provision  growers. 

44.  Floods, — Another  calamity  then  threatened  the  entire 
country.  An  excessively  heavy  rainfall  during  the  last  two  months 
of  the  year  submerged  the  country.  The  waters  of  the  8a\annah8 
aback  rose  several  inches  during  the  continuance  of  the  rains,  and 
where  the  cultivation  was  not  adequately  protected  by  dams, 
disaster  ensued.  Plantain  cultivation  especially  suffered,  and  the 
price  of  this  important  article  of  food,  which  owing  to  over-pro- 
duction had  been  unusually  low,  has  risen  about  100  per  cent  in 
consequence  of  the  losses  sustained  by  the  growers. 

45.  Polder  Schemes.-^Tbe  Government  recognizes  the  impor- 
tance of  the  permanent  improvement  and  development  of  the 
country  and  its  policy  of  late  years  has  been  to  rectify  the 
economically  unsound  condition  under  which  the  revenue  is 
dependent  on  a  single  staple  commodity.  The  Polder  Ordinance, 
re-enacted  in  1886,  provides  machinery  for  ensuring  drainage  and 
water  supply  in  districts  where  these  are  needed,  and  for  bringing 
about  a  restoration  of  general  cultivation  where  it  has  been  given 
up  through  the  landed  proprietors  being  unable  to  carry  out  the 
costly  works  necessary  for  maintaining  it. 

Two  important  districts  have  been  selected  for  the  operations 
of  the  Ordinance,  viz. :  the  cat  lie-grazing  district  on  the  east 
coast  of  Berbice,  and  the  provision  lands  on  canals  No.  1  and 
No.  2  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Demerara  river,  in  convenient 
proximity  to  the  city  of  Georgetown,  The  former  district  contains 
an  area  of  18,000  acres  and  the  latter  an  area  of  21,256  acres. 

46.  Uncultivated  Lands. — There  were  76,731  acres  of  empol- 
dered  but  uncultivated  lands  in  the  occupation  of  sugar  estates. 
The  total  area  of  uncultivated  lands  cannot  be  even  approximately 
ascertained,  as  the  returns  of  cultivated  lands  are  not  complete. 

47.  Rate  of  Wages. — The  wages  of  labourers  on  sugar  estates, 
as  shown  from  the  return  furnished  by  the  Immigration  Agent 
General,  varied  from  6J.  for  light  work  in  the  manufactory  to 
4*.  2d,  per  diem.  The  need  for  retrenchment  owing  to  the  fall  in 
the  price  of  sugar  necessarily  affects  the  labourers  engaged  in  the 
sugar  industry,  but  the  demand  for  labour  in  British  Guiana, 
without  which  large  plantations  could  not  be  maintained  and  the 
cultivation  extended  as  shown  by  the  acreage  returns,  tends  to 
ensure  a  fair  rate  of  wages.  The  extension  of  cultivation  on  the 
provision  farms  and  the  prevailing  low  price  of  food,  together 
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^suiMH      with  the  opening  up  of  the  gold  industry,  had  a  beneficial  action 
Guiana.      j^^  preserving  from  any  very  general  distress  amongst  the  labour- 
ing classes,  which  might  otherwise  have  been  experienced   in 
consequence  of  the  enforced  economical  management  of  the  sugar 
estates. 

48.  Improvements  in  Aariculture  and  Manufacture. — ^The  value 
of  the  machinery  imported  into  the  colony  during  the  year  1886 
was  61,230^,  as  compared  with  46,189i  in  1885.  A  valuable 
plant  for  carrying  on  the  diffusion  process  was  |in  course  of  erection 
on  the  Nonpareil  Estate. 

Manufactubes  and  Mines. 

49.  Man^facture$. — ^The  manufactures  of  the  Colony  may  be 
said  to  be  exclusively  connected  with  its  staple  product^  the  sugar 
cane,  the  only  other  manufactories  being  the  oil  and  fibre  works 
at  Fortitude,  Mahaicony,  already  referred  to,  and  two  match 
manufactories  in  G^rgetown. 

50.  Alines, — Mining  for  gold  and  silver  has  been  more  than 
once  attempted.  So  far  back  as  the  year  1721,  through  the 
enterprise  of  the  Dutch,  a  shaft  was  sunk  on  the  Cuyuni  river, 
but  was  shortly  afterwards  abandoned.  In  1862  another  attempt 
was  made  by  the  British  Guiana  Gold  Company,  but  the  enter- 
prise was  again  given  up  because  of  the  difficulties  by  which  it 
was  surrounded.  Successful  prospecting  during  recent  years  has 
caused  attention  to  be  once  more  turned  to  the  gold  industry,  and 
the  reported  richness  of  fields  on  the  Puruni  river  has  attracted 
a  number  of  diggers.  Steps  have  now  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 
ment for  regulating  and  developing  the  industry,  which  gives 
promise  of  becoming  an  important  one  to  the  Colony. 

The  exports  of  gold  during  recent  years  have  been  as  follows: — 

£ 

1882 187 

1883 Nil 

1884  -  .  .  .  .         1,019 

1885  .  -  -  .  .        3,249 

1886  -  -  -  -  -       23,342 

Grants  op  Land. 

51.  Eight  licences  of  occupancy  and  25  woodcutting  licences 
were  issued  during  the  year  for  an  area  of  10,993  acres,  a  decrease 
of  1,564  acres  as  compared  with  the  area  granted  in  1885. 
Six  of  the  licences  were  for  grants  of  100  acres  and  under,  23 
for  tracts  of  above  100  acres  and  not  exceeding  500  acres,  and 
four  for  tracts  of  more  than  500  acres  each. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  eight  woodcutting  licences,  as  com- 
pared with  the  number  issued  in  1885.  The  timber  exported 
amounted  to  222,968  cubic  feet,  valued  at  14,2052.,  as  compared 
with  an  export  in  1885  of  387,889  cubic  feet,  representing  a  value 
of  26,059/. 
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Criminal  Statistics. 

52,  Police  Reports. — The  number  of  offences  reported  to  the 
police  or  to  the  magistrates  was  11,463,  a  decrease  of  2^958  com- 
pared with  the  number  reported  in  1885. 

53.  Apprehensions  and  Summonses, — The  manner  in  which 
the  cases  brought  before  the  Magistrates'  Courts  in  1885  and 
1886  were  disposed  of  was  as  follows : — 


Britibr 

GULUTA. 


1885. 

1886. 

Convicted      -           .           *           -           - 

Discharged 

Acquitted       -           -            -            -            - 

Sent  on  to  Higher  Oourts      -           -           - 

12,480 

8,091 

6,002 

419 

11,245 

7,543 

5,734 

898 

Total    .           -           .           - 

26,942 

24,920 

54.  Convictions. — ^The  total  number  of  summary  convictions 
in  the  Magistrates' Courts  was  11,245,  as  compared  with  12,430 
in  the  preceding  year  and  11,617  in  1884;  while  in  the  Superior 
Courts  there  were  272  convictions  a»  compared  with  341  in  1885, 
and  180  in  1884.  There  was  in  1886  a  marked  decrease  in 
prsedial  larceny  and  other  offences  against  property,  as  is  shown 
by  the  following  figures : — 


1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Prsedial  larceny            ... 
Other  ofiences  against  property 

164 
1,238 

628 
1,745 

169 
1,158 

65.  Punishments.  —  The  punishments  inflicted  in  the  Magis- 
trates' Courts  in  1885  and  1886  are  shown  in  the  following 
comparative  statement : — 


Punishment. 

1885. 

1886. 

Fine  .----- 
Peremptory  impri«onment      ... 
Imprisonment  in  Hen  of  fine  or  surety 
Whipping       ----- 
Boond  over  with  or  without  sureties  - 

48-99 

15-76 

32-14 

1-71 

2-19 

55*05 

10-10 

80-26 

1-31 

3-28 

Gaols  and  Prisoners. 
56.  The  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  was  5,389, 
showing  a  decrease  on  the  preceding  year  of  1,806  prisoners. 
The  number  committed  for  the  purposes  of  penal  imprisonment 
was  4,486,  the  remaining  903  were  committed  for  safety  till  trial 
or  for  want  of  security.  1,807  prisoners  ( 1,412  males,  283  females, 
and  112  juveniles)  had  been  previously  convicted — of  these,  1,559 
once,  173  twice,  and  75  three  times  or  more.  The  daily  average 
number  in  prison  was  855  as  compared  with  880  in  1885  and  741 
in  1884. 
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British  There  were  2,672  admissions  to  the  prison  hospitals^  and  12 

GuiAWA^  casesof  sickness  resulted  fatally  compared  with  1,170  admissions 
and  30  deaths  in  1885.  The  daily  average  on  the  sick  list  was 
26  as  compared  with  28  in  1885.  Three  executions  took  place 
during  the  year.  On  12  occasions  as  compared  with  33  in  1885 
whipping  was  inflicted  for  offences  within  the  prison  walls,  in  six 
cases  with  the  cat  and  in  six  cases  with  the  birch^  but  while 
there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  whippings  there  was  an 
increase  of  440  in  the  total  number  of  punishments  inflicted,  the 
punishments  during  1886  being  3>150  as  against  2^710  in  1885. 


Hospitals. 

57.  Administration. — Under  the  provisions  of  the  Ordinance 
passed  in  1885  for  the  better  regulation  of  public  hospitals  the 
following  institutions  were  declared  to  be  public  hospitals  and 
were  placed  under  the  control  and  direction  of  the  Surgeon 
General,  viz. : — 

The  public  hospitals  at  Georgetown  and  New  Amsterdam ; 
the  free  hospital  at  Her  Majesty's  penal  settlement ;  the 
public  hoq)ital  at  Suddie^  Essequebo ;  the  leper  asylums^ 
Mahaica  and  Gorchum;  and  the  lunatic  asylum  at 
Berbice. 

The  institutions  were,  during  1886,  administered  under  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Governor  and  Court  of  Policy  in  October  1885. 

The  new  wards  at  the  hospital  in  Georgetown,  for  the.construc- 
tion  of  which  a  vote  of  10,916Z.  13^  Ad.  was  taken  in  1884,  were 
formally  opened  on  5th  March  1886.  They  contain  accommodation 
for  240  aaditional  patients. 

68.  Admissions. — There  were  594  patients  in  the  public  hospital 
at  Georgetown  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  an  increase  of 
128  on  the  number  at  the  same  time  of  the  year  1885.  The 
number  of  patients  admitted  for  treatment  during  the  year  was 
7,701  as  compared  with  6,353  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  admissions  of  patients  to  the  public  hospital  at  New 
Amsterdam  were  2,068  as  compared  with  1,489  in  1885.  There 
were  97  patients  in  hospital  at  the  commencement  of  the  year  as 
compared  with  87  in  the  previous  year. 

Thirty-nine  patients  were  in  the  Suddie  Hospital  at  the 
commencement  of  the  year  and  685  were  admitted  as  compared 
with  704  in  the  previous  year;  while  in  the  free  hospital  at 
Massaruni  there  were  two  patients  on  the  1st  January  and  70 
admissions  during  the  year,  a  decrease  of  17  as  compared  with 
the  previous  year. 

59.  Out-patients — 28,102  out-patients,  an  increase  of  12,685  on 
the  previous  year,  were  treated  at  the  public  hospital  in  George- 
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town :  4,400  as  compared   with   5,032  at  the   hospital    at  New       qdi™" 
Amsterdam ;  653  at  Suddie ;  and  719  at  Massaruni.  —.. 

60.  Discharges. — The  number  of  patients  discharged  was  as 
follows : — 


Greorgetown. 

New 
Amsterdam. 

Suddie. 

Massaroni. 

Cored     -           .           - 

BeUered- 

Not  improved      - 

4,419 

1,762 

655 

1,748 

127 

45 

433 

128 

25 

22 

36 

7 

Total 

6,886 

1,920 

586 

65 

61.  Deaths, — There  were  758  deaths  in  the  hospital  at  George- 
town, as  compared  with  913  in  1885.* 

In  the  New  Amsterdam  Hospital  there  were  148  deaths  as 
against  188  in  1885 ;  in  the  hospital,  Essequebo,  82  as  against 
100  in  the  previous  year ;  and  at  Massaruni  Hospital  5  as  against 
13  in  1885. 

The  cases  treated  in  all  the  public  hospitals  amounted  in  the 
aggregate  to  10,423  and  the  deaths  to  993,  showing  a  mortality 
of  9*5  per  cent,  of  cases  treated. 

62.  Diseases. — ^The  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  diseases 
treated  at  the  four  public  hospitals,  and  of  the  deaths  from  such 
diseases,  for  the  years  1885  and  1886 : — 


Georgetown. 

New  Amsterdam. 

PiseaMs. 

1885. 

1886. 

1886. 

1886. 

i 

3 

1 

J 

1 

1 

1 

J 

1 

Zymotic       «         « 

Constitutioiial 

Looal-         .         •         . 

DeTolopmental 

By  Tiolence,  kc,     • 

13B6 
475 

2,687 
634 

274 

252 
160 
362 
100 
19 

969 

8.441 

213 

611 

45 

280 

488 

26 

10 

406 
188 
818 
140 

72 

54 

46 

61 

28 

4 

1,015 
42 

917 
57 

184 

77 
9 
46 
12 

4 

Total    - 

6,865t 

S82* 

7,468 

763t 

1,676 

188 

2,165 

148 

*  Tlie  number  of  deaths  were  913 ;  31  deaths  were  not  accounted  for  in  the  statement  of 
diseases  treated, 
t  23  morilrand  on  admission. 
%  87  moriband  on  admission. 
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Buddie. 

HaMnmL 

Bueues. 

1880. 

1886. 

188S. 

1886.    ^ 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

Zymotic       ... 

CoQiiitutioual 

Lwml. 

B J  Ttolenoo,  ftc      - 

100 
87 

411 
43 
21 

19 
S4 
SO 
10 
2 

ffi4 

62 
871 
40 
23 

19 
21 
34 

7 

1 

40 
0 
28 

2 
12 

10 
8 

23 

1 

82 

0 

0 

1 
1 
2 
1 

Total    . 

740* 

100 

720 

82t 

87 

IS 

70 

0 

*  9  moribund  on  adminion. 


1 10  moribund  on  admiiiion. 


Lunatic  Asylum. 

63.  Admissions. — The  admissions  were  182  (112  males  and  70 
females).  The  daily  average  number  in  the  asylum  was  508  '4,  an 
increase  of  71  '4  as  compared  with  1885. 

64.  Discharges. — Thirty-six  inmates  f26  males  and  10  females) 
were  discharged  as  cured,  and  one  male  left  improved,  making 
a  total  of  37  discbarges. 

65.  J9ea/A5.— There  were  52  deaths  (26  males  and  26  females) 
in  tbe  institution.  In  18  instances  the  deceased  suffered  from 
«  Bright's  "  disease. 

66.  Form  of  Mental  Disorders, — Tbe  cases  in  the  asj'Ium  at  the 
close  of  the  year  were  classified  as  follows : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Maniacal  and  dangerous 

. 

Per  cent. 
16-OS 

Percent. 
9-6S 

Quiet  chrome    ... 

- 

40-62 

18-29 

Melancholy  and  Buicndal 

- 

1*84 

5- 10 

Idiotic,  paralytic  and  cpUeptic   - 

- 

6-56 

6-92 

Leper  Asylums. 

67.  The  accommodation  for  males  consists  of  three  two-storey 
buildings  raised  on  brick  pillars  and  20  huts.  The  females 
occupy  six  one-storey  buildings  on  pillar?. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  there  were  at  the  asylums  322  inmates 
(254  males  and  68  females).  89  males  and  22  females  were 
admitted  during  the  year.  46  inmates  died,  the  mortality  being 
2*22  per  cent,  less  than  in  the  preceding  year.  The  chief  oau^e 
of  death  was  exhaustion  from  the  disease. 
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Postal  and  Telegraph  Returns.  British 

Guiana. 

68.  Postal. — The  number  of  letters  posted  during  the  year  is        

estimated  at  1>237,038  as  compared  with  1,064^197  in  1885. 
Phere  was  also  a  satisFactory  increase  in  the  money  order  transac- 
tions>  the  total  value  of  orders  issued  being  1 1^044/.,  as  compared 
with  9,667/.  in  the  preceding  year.  The  Postmaster  General 
remarks  as  a  matter  of  interest  that  *' during  the  year  127  money 
'^orders  were  issued  to  Indian  immigrants  for  remitting  to  India 
"  sums  of  money  amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  ;^2,327'06.'*  The 
revenue  from  foreign  parcel  post  was  110/.  17 s.  lid.  and  the  sum 
collected  for  customs  dues  was  172/.  15^.  7d.  2,110  parcels  were 
received  and  983  despatched.  The  despatch  of  parcels  from  the 
Colony  commenced  in  August,  1886. 

69.  Telegraph. — The  teT^aph  receipts  are  less  satisfactory  and 
exhibit  a  further  falUng  off  of  40/.,  the  receipts  for  1886  only 
amounting  to  2,619/.,  as  compared  with  2,660/.  in  1885,  and 
3,212/.  in  1884.  The  Postmaster  General  attributes  the  falling 
off  **  entirely  to  the  constant  and  prolonged  interruption  of 
"  telegraphic  communication  between  Georgetown  and  the 
*'  Arabian  coast,  E^sequebo." 

General  Bemarks. 

70.  Meteorological  observations  having  been  discontinued  in 
the  Public  Works  Department,  no  returns  can  be  given  among 
the  Blue  Book  statistics  for  1886,  but  a  record  of  the  rainfall 
kept  at  the  Botanic  Gardens,  Georgetown,  gave  the  following 
results : — 

January    - 
February  - 
March 
April 


7-90 

August    - 

-      8'38 

6-24 

September 

-      4-31 

212 

October    - 

-      1-35 

2-72 

November 

-     1104 

1301 

December 

-     20-87 

11-80 

9-62 

Total 

-     99-26 

June 
July 

Total  rainfall  for  the  year  99-26  inches. 

71.  No  epidemic  disease  visited  the  Colony,  and  the  general 
health  was  good. 

72.  No  serious  breaches  of  the  peace  occurred,  and  the  criminal 
statistics  exhibit  a  satis&ctory  decrease  in  crime. 

73.  For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  native  foodstufl&  were 
unusually  cheap.  The  gold  industry  gave  employment  to  a  lar^e 
number  of  persons,  and  thus  the  fall  in  wages  was  not  so  severely 
felt  in  1886  as  in  1885. 

74.  The  sugar  crop  exceeded  that  of  1885  by  17,552  hogsheads, 
and  was  rather  over  the  average  of  the  preceding  five  years,  but 
the  low  price  of  sugar  still  seriously  aifects  the  industry. 

76.  Contrasting  the  general  results  of  the  year  under  review 
with  those  of  the  previous  year  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a 
marked  improvement  and  that  the  Colony  is  passing  through  a 
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ppriod  of  general  depression  in  British  sugar-producing  Colonies 
in  a  manner  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  as  to  its  ultimate 
suryiYal. 

(Signed)        F.  W.  Collier, 
Acting  Assistant  Grovernment  Secretarj. 
Government  Secretary's  Office, 
27th  June  1887. 


Stbaits 
Settlbkents. 


Kcvcnue  and 
expenditure. 


STBAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 


Sib, 


No.  11. 
Governor  Sir  F.  A.  Weld  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Singapore, 


May  13,  1887. 
I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the 
administration  report  for  the  year  1886,  which  has  been  prepared 
in  anticipation  of  the  issue  of  the  Blue  Book  of  the  Colony  for  the 
past  year. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Fred.  A.  Weld, 
The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P.,  G.C.M.G. 
&c  &c.  &c. 


Report  on  the  Straits  Settlements  for  the  Year  1886. 

Finance, 

1.  The  revenue  of  the  Colony  received  during  the  year  1886 
amounted  to  ^3,747,501,  and  the  expenditure  defrayed  during 
the  year  amounted  to  ^^3,495,639,  showing  a  surplus  on  the  year's 
transactions  of  ;^251,862.*  The  following  comparative  state- 
ment gives  particulars  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure  in  1885  and 
1886  :— 


Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

1889. 

1886. 

1885. 

1886. 

Land  revenue 

287.976 

383,780 

Salaries     - 

838»166 

1,047,418 

Rents,  exclufive  of  land  - 

6,116 

2,606 

Allowances 

— 

18,209 

Licenses     .         -         - 

2,152^)80 

2,441,400 

Contingencies     - 

27,135 

20.146 

StAmps 

320^659 

841,846 

Pensions  - 

84,623 

91,294 

Port  and  harbour  dues   • 

72.683 

76,376 

Revenue  services 

87,769 

68^7 

Postage      - 

98.787 

100,030 

Administration  of  justice 
Carried  forward  - 

7464 

7,771 

Carried  forward  - 

2,938,801 

3,363,936 

U89346 

1,247,709 

*  Allowing  for  arrears  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year,  the  rcTenue  was 
^3,742,564,  and  the  expenditure  ;|f3,491,97e,  giving  a  suiplus  of  ^^250,588,  and 
raising  the  net  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  Coloo;)r,  as  shown  io  the  next  etatement, 
from  ;tfl,084,128  to  ;gfl,834,716. 
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Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

1885. 

1886. 

ises. 

1886. 

Brought  forward  • 

2,938,301 

3m986 

Brought  forward  • 

1,189,846 

1,247,709 

Pines,    forfeitures,    md 
fees  of  court 

Fees  of  office 

Reimbursements        (in- 
dudin/;  municipal  con- 
tribution         towards 
police        expenditure. 

Sale  of  Government  pro- 
perty 

49,281 
18,335 

124(344 

2,687 

49,837 
19,449 

111,143 
4^014 

Ecclesiaatical      - 

Charitable  allowances   • 

Education 

Medical    - 

Police       - 

Gaols        -         -         . 

Harbour  department     • 

1  1  II  III 

1323 
11376 
78,642 
106,014 
70375 
69,643 
10,887 

Interest     • 

119,485 

182^480 

Lighthouses 

26,059 

r  21305 
1  2W98 

214,400 

89317 

Lighthouse  tender 

41,232 

37,815 

Colonial  steamer- 
Steam  launches  • 

26,781 

r  16.424 
I  14,748 

Postal  services    - 

•     •190389 

60,981 

Bent 

— 

8362 

Transport- 

61369 

70313 

Interest    • 

46.003 

77,729 

Miscellaneous  services 

•       169,425 

190327 

Works  and  buildings     • 

•       994,728 

963,196 

Roads,  streets,  bridges 

•       282313 

201392 

Land  and  houses   pur 
chased   • 

4,793 

1364 

Military  expenditure 

'       239.606 

241,059 

Native  States      - 

3,038 

6,017 

Special  expenditure 
Total- 

8.491 

63^ 

Totid. 

3,508,075 

8,747,601 

.     3398,140 

8,496,680 

Straits 
Skttlemekts. 


*  Includes  $137,417  for  arrears  of  Imperial  share  of  postage. 

2.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  assets  and  Assets  and 
liabilities  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  the  year  1886 : —  liabilities. 


Assets. 

Liabilities. 



Ist 

January 

1886. 

3l8t 

December 
1886. 

Ist 

January 

1886. 

3lBt 

December 
1886. 

Cash  on  current  accounts 
or  on  fixed  deposit  with 
local  banks 

Balance  on  Crown  Agents' 
accounts  and  Bills  tn 
transitu  - 

254,163 
21,136 

440329 
29.753 

Debenture  loan   - 
Deposits,  Ac       - 
Expenditure  in  arrears  - 

275376 
272,288 
15,460 

250,461 

212390 

11,788 

Invested  in  Government 
of  India  loans    • 

600.000 

600300 

Iioans  to  Native  States   - 
Loans  to  Municipalities  - 

204,000 
452300 

204.000 
442300 

Net     balance    to    the 
credit  of  the  Colony    • 

1384^128 

133*,716 

Miscellaneous  advances  - 

122,611 

141.?68 

Singapore  defences  account 

78.153 

41362 

Revenue  in  arrbars 

14379 

9,943 

Total . 

Total  . 

1,647,442 

1,809355 

1347,442 

1.809.265 
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Stkaits  Revenue. 

SSTTLBMBIITS. 

— '  3.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  land  revenue 

Landwrenue.  ^Hected  in  1885  and  1886  :— 


Licenses. 


188S. 

1886. 

Singipore. 

Pttmng. 

MAlMSca. 

Singapore. 

Penang. 

Malaoea. 

PrBmiuB  en  totset 

^ 

•70 

^*^ 

42454 

^7. 

^ 

Lnidnlet. 

111,196 

- 

- 

178,696 

- 

- 

Senti     .      .      . 

40W 

2(^319 

62,544 

48,961 

31X122 

61^889 

Tenths  sAdroyaltiet 

2,«1 

1,680 

fllMl 

2;900 

1,887 

7,610 

4448 

6^831 

689 

6,104 

10,234 

866 

Total    •      - 

188,706 

SMOO 

63,470     ^     272.794 

47,122 

63.864 

287,976 

888,780; 

4.  The  excise  farms  and  the  pawnbroker's  farm,  the  rents  of 
which  are  included  linder  the  head  of  licenses,  were  re-let  in  the 
year  1885,  for  three  from  1st  January  1886.  The  following  state- 
ment shows  the  rents  for  the  several  farms  for  the  periods  1883-1885 
and  1886-1888  respectively :— 


1883-85. 

1886-88. 

Opium— 

Singapore 

« 

• 

,           • 

$ 

960,000 

1,088,000 

Penaog  - 

- 

- 

- 

480,000 

600,000 

Malacca 

Total 

- 

. 

158,600 

147,600 

1,598,600 

.     1,779,600 

Spirits— 
Singapore 

804,000 

850,800 

Penang  - 

• 

• 

•           • 

216/)00 

283,800 

Malacca 

ToUl 

- 

• 

34,800 

39,000 

454,800 

513,000 

Pawn- 
Singapore 

58,880 

90,840 

Penang  - 

- 

- 

• 

48,000 

58,800 

Malacca 

• 
Total 

- 

m                          m 

3,960 

5,760 

104,280 

148,800 
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6.  The  revenue  under  stamps  shows  an  increase  for  the  whole  _  STSArrs 
Colony  of  $21,186,  thus:—  '     Sbtt««ht8. 

Stamps. 


Increase.     . 

Decrease. 

Singapore  - 
Penang 
Malacca      - 

- 

- 

24,951* 

i 

2,878 
1,892 

Total 

24,951 

8,765 

21,186 

The  falling  off  in  Singapore  and  Malacca  is  due  to  exemptions 
from  duty  of  certain  instruments  and  reduction  in  duty  on  others, 
under  the  new  schedule  of  the  Ordinance.  Against  these  reduc- 
tions is  to  be  set  the  increased  duties  on  probate  and  on  the  bank 
note  issue  of  the  chartered  banks ;  the  operation  of  these  increased 
duties  is  not  yet  fully  felt. 

6.  The  revenue  shows  an  increase  of  $2,792  arising  from  local  Portandhar- 
trading  steamers  having  lieen  called  upon  to  pay  light  dues  in  bourdues. 
Penang,  in  consequence  of  the  erection  of  lighthouses  there. 

Expenditure, 

7.  The  expenditure  in  1886  on    public  works    (exclusive  of  pnyj^  ^orks, 
establi8hments)t  ns  compared  with  the  similar   expenditure  on  aggregate 
the  previous  year  is  shown  in  the  following  statement: — ,  expenditure. 


1885. 

1886. 

Works. 

Roads. 

Works. 

Boads. 

Singapore 

Penang   .           -           - 

Malacca  - 

596,098 

827,595 

71,084 

78,904 

128,904 

84,405 

$ 
685,865 

284,006 

43,827 

25,854 

100,164 

75,874 

Total 

994,722 

282,218 

963,198 

201,892 

*  Probate  duty  was  paid  on  nn  exceptionaU^  large  estate  in  Penang  in  1886. 

t  The  salaries  of  the  Public  Works  Establishments  as  borne  on  the  Estimates  for 


1886  were  as  follows: 

Singapore 

Penang 

Malacca 
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SriuiTs  8.  The  following  are  the  principal  works  undertaken^  carried 

Sbtokmbxts.  qjj^  ^y  completed  in  1886  :— 

Principal  ■ 

workt. 


Principal  Works. 


Estimated 
Cost. 


Actual  Payment. 
Completed  Works. 


1886. 


Prior  to 
1886. 


81XOAPORE. 

Teiak  Ayer  Reclamation  - 

Library  and  Museum 

Erection  of  new  offices 
for  Protector  of  Chinese 

Ne#  Kampong  Malaooa 
Bridge    -       -       -       - 

New  RiTor  Wall  and 
Quay,  North  and  South 
Kampong,  Malacca 

Construction  of  new 
lunatic  asylum 

Improvements  to  Singa- 
pore river      -       -       - 

New  Central  Police  Station 

Coleman  Bridge 

Pulau  Pisang  Lighthouse 

PRyANO. 

Civil  Works  and 
Buildings, 

Renewing      Butterworth 

Police  Barracks  - 
Renewing  Brick  Kiln 
Road  Police  Barracks  - 
Rednmation  scheme 
Nibong  Tebal  watcrsupply 
Prevention  of  River  Muda 
floods  -  -  -  - 
New  Government  Offices  - 

Boads,8treets,  and 
Bridges. 

Re^metalling  road  flrom 
KwaU  Prai  to  Bukit 
Teturah    -       -       -       - 

Metalling  road  from 
SungefBakap  Hospital 
to  Nibong  Tebal    • 

Constructing  second  class 
road  in  Trans-Krtan     - 

Constructing  new  road 
fktmi  Nior  Sebatang  vid 
Padang  Manorab  to 
Kubang  Semang   • 

Construction  of  Hill  Road 
to  Balik  Pulau  by 
Ghinting  Pass 

Malacca. 

New  pier   -      -      •      - 

New  police  station  bar- 
racks and  outbuildings 
at  Jerat  Gungei    • 

Construction  and  main- 
tenance of  Yemaculsr 
Schools    -      -       -      - 

Making  a  cart  road  from 
Sungei  Bhaiu  to  Lubok 
China      .       .       -       - 


Actual  Payments. 
"Works  in  progress. 


Prior  to 
1886. 


569,320  00 
83,530  00 

$   c. 

$   c. 

40,500  00 

18,855  98 

21,644  00 

52,748  00 

28,825  24 

24^215  92 

100,400  00 

— 

— 

239,854  00 

— 

— 

93,430  00 

140,219  00 

80,000  00 

89,500  00 

25,000  00 
8,246  67 

64,872  34 
84^185  45 

13,530  CO 

7,529  60 

6,000  00 

10.150  00 

618,914  00 

23,000  00 

6,149  72 
24^M8  91 

4,999  69 

250,000  00 

- 

- 

16,100  00 

8,095  37 

7,998  85 

20,550  00 

— 

— 

22,000  00 

^ 

"~ 

81,500  00 

— 

— 

32,000  00 

- 

4,300  00 

4,298  40 

- 

8,000  00 

7,999  61 

- 

21,500  00 

11,499  70 

9,999  74 

I         0. 

651,286  4S 
20,740  29 


66,812  79 

79,478  94 

96,472  12 
106,280  36 


341,795  62 


11.790  02 
10,1U  61 


4,998  72 

62,009  19 
5,079  80 


1886. 


I      c 

13,030  40 
36,894  42 


14,993  65 

91.770  78 

9,991  25 
2«»,0C7  07 


77,842  S4 


9.999  68 
17;jl7  26 


10,540  96 
(^999  25 

4,999  96 
10,4'i9  75 

3,169  44 


Military  ex- 
penditure. 


9.  The  expenditure  classed  in  the  accounts  as  military  expen- 
diture includes  the  Colony's  annual  contribution  of  ;^235,976 
towards  the  expenditure  on  account  of  Her  Majesty's  troops 
quartered  in  the  Colony  and  some  minor  expenses  for  rent  allow- 
ances to  officers,  &c.  ITie  cost  of  the  up-keep  of  military  build- 
ings amounted  to  $86,203. 
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Stbaits 
Skttlkmgnts. 


Public  debt. 


10.  The  amount  exhibited   In    the    statement  of   assets  aiul 

liabilities  as  due  on  the  Slst  December   1886  under  Debenture         

Loan^  ;^250,461,  represents  (at  exchange  of  3^.  '6d.  to  the  Assets  and 
dollar)  the  unredeemed  balance,  40,700/.,  of  a  h)an  of  100,000i  li^,^,l^*»^ 
at  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  interest  contracted  in  1877.  The 
lean  is  in  course  of  redemption  through  a  sinking  fund,  at  the 
rate  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  amount  so 
redeemed  in  1887  will  be  5,500i.  (five  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
100,000/.),  plus  the  amount,  2,668/.,  of  the  interest  at  four  and  a 
half  per  cent,  on  the  portion  59,300/.,  redeemed  up  to  the  close  of 
1886. 


Local  Revenues. 

11.  The  following  statement  gives  the  revenue  and  expenditure  Municipal 
of  the  municipalities  of  the  three  Settlements  for  1885  and   1886,  accounts 
and  particulars  of  their  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  close  of  each 
year: — 


Municipalities. 

1885. 

1886. 

Kbvbnue: 

Singapore  - 
Penang 
Malacca     - 

LOSE  OE  Ye  All: 

IT  CLOSE  OP  Year: 
OTemmeut)  • 

do. 

do. 

$ 

506,633 

288,156 

27,089 

$ 

464,748 

220,447 

27,399 

821,878 

712,594 

Expknditurk: 

Singapore  - 
Penang     - 
Malacca    • 

468,124 

263,273 

27,151 

486,173 

234,937 

29,026 

758,548 

750,136 

Cash  Balance  at  ci 
Singapore  - 
Penang 
Malacca     - 

38,509 

30,933 

2,275 

17,085 

16,443 

648 

71,717 

84,176 

Loans  ouTSTANDnio  i 
Singapore  (G 
Penang 
Malacca 

230,000 

197,500 

25,000 

230,000 

187,500 

25,000 

452,500 

442,500 

Legislat 
Ordinam 

ION 
:e$. 

• 

12.  The  following  Ordinances  were  passed  by  the  Legislative  Ordinances 
Council  during  the  year  1886.     All  have  received   the  gracious  P*^^"*  ^^^^• 
confirmation  and  allowance  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  with  the 
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8T._m._  exception  of  No.  VIII.,  m  to  which  no  decision  hae  been  as  yet 

"'^Na'^I.-An  Ordinance  for  the  registration  of  imports  and 

%rn.-An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  aUenation  and  occu- 

PNo^UL-InlSJLnce  to  render  unlawful  the  inflicUon  on 
femalesof  the  punishment  of  whipping.  .  .      *     xu 

X  IV.-i5i  Ordinance  for  making  better  provision  for  the 
collection  of  the  land  revenue  of  the  Crown.  •  •  „  ix, 

No  V— An  Onlinance  for  making  temporary  provision  for 
securing  the  status  of  French  mail  steamers  at  the  porta  of  the 

^*No^'vi-An  Ordinance  for  simplifying  and  improving  the 
nractice  of  conveyancing  and  for  vesting  in  trustees,  mortgagees, 
Snd  Shew  various  powers  commonly  conferred  by  provisions 
rr^rSd  in  8etSemen«,mo.tgage^.wills.  and  other.nstroments 
^^  amending  in  various  particulars  the  law  of  vendor  and 
Durchaser  and  of  property,  and  for  other  purposes. 

No  VII.-An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  use  of  uniform 
weigh'u  and  measures  tbrougbout  the  Colony. 

No  VIII— An  Ordinance  for  the  resumption  by  the  Crown  ot 
certain  unsurrendered   rights  over  lands  in  the  Settlement  01 

Malacca.  ,  <  •     •         i    • 

No.  IX.— An  Ordinance  to  declare  and  amend  the  law  relating  . 

to  customary  rights  in  land  in  Malacca.  ,     u  . ,. 

No.  X.— An  Ordinance  for  making  final  provision  for  the  fublic 
Service  for  the  year  1886.  .  ,  t  i    j 

No  XI— An  Ordinance  for  making  the  territory  and  Islands 
of  the  Diiigdings  part  of  the  settlement  of  Singapore  and  to 
provide  for  the  government  of  the  same.  ..„     r 

No.  XII.— An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  bills  ot 


No.  XIII.— An 'Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  registration  of 
deeds  and  other  instruments.  ,     „  , ,. 

No.  XrV.— An  Ordinance  for  making  provision  for  the  Public 
Service  for  the  year  1887.  .,     ,       ,  '     •         c 

No  XV  —An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  preservation  ol 
copies"  of  books  printed  in  the  Colony  and  for  the  regutration  of 

such  books.  ,     ,   .     .  v       J 

No  XVI  —An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  bringing  on  board 
any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  Her  Majesty  or  the  sale  to  seamen 
belonging  to  such  ship  or  vessel  of  any  spirituous  or  fermented 
liquor  without  the  consent  of  the  commander  of  such  ship. 

No  XVII— An  Ordinance  to  declare  and  amend  the  law 
as  to  the  costs' of  advocates  and  solicitors  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 

the  taxation  thereof.  .    „  a>i       -o  .    ^ 

No.  XVIII.— An  Ordinance    to    amend    "The    Petroleum 

Ordinance,  1883." 
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No.  XIX. — An  Ordinance  to  make  provision  for  preventing 
the  introduction  and  spread  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases. 

No.  XX. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  with  respect  to 
fictitious  postage  stamps. 

No.  XXI. — An  Ordinance  to  render  unlawful  the  sale  by  retail 
of  exciseable  articles  elsewhere  than  in  duly  licensed  places. 

No.  XXII. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  law  respecting  costs 
recovered  by  the  Crown. 

No.  XIXIIL — An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  registration  of 
domestic  servants  and  to  declare  and  amend  the  law  respecting 
contracts  of  domestic  service. 


Stbaits 
Sbttlbmbnts. 


Post  Office. 

13.  The  following  statements  give  particulars  of  the  business  Letters,  ftc. 
transacted  in  1885  and  1886  respectively: — 


1885. 

1886. 

BeceiTed. 

Despatched. 

Beceived. 

Despatched. 

Letters    - 

781,915 

799,851 

792,674 

1,088,511 

Post  Cards 

6,506 

11,678 

18,205 

14,274 

Newspapers 

850,872 

814,006 

872,041 

808,888 

Books     - 

48,440 

28,990 

55,422 

28,515 

Patterns - 

8,769 

5,785 

10,428 

6,842 

Parcels    ... 

8,999 

2,178 

8,102 

8,672 

Total    . 

1,199,501 

1,162,488 

1,246,872 

M00,646 

Money  Orders. 

Issued. 

Paid. 

Issued. 

Pkdd. 

United  Kingdom 

-  £ 

3,992.5.1 

^78.7.0 

8,515.7.5 

872.18.7 

Straits  Settlements 

$ 

6,251.25 

6,806.95 

8,597.68 

8,592.16 

China  and  Ji^an 

'$ 

2,516.61 

1,785.34 

2,494.26 

1,854.56 

Native  States  - 

$ 

1,889.09 

16,590.82 

2,379.82 

21,858.86 

Ceylon 

-Bs. 

11,869.59 

806.10 

16,564.67 

724.48 

India  - 

-Bs. 

78,069.8.0 

8,865.2.0 

89,524.6.0 

6,996.8.0 

Johor  . 

-# 

188.05 

2,616.70 

80.80 

8,109.76 

Labuan 

$ 

85.00 

20.00 

87.40 

684.05 

Australian  Colonies 

-  £ 

57.1.9 

115.14.8 

106.19.1 

67.5.6 

-  a 

609.10.6 

— 

2,824.8.0 

«. 

Colonial  Postal  Orders  / 

1,791.00 

1,091 .00 

1,784.00 

1,867.00 

Money  Orders. 


o    51507. 
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SsmAiTt 
fianuucYirzB. 

Pnuav,and 


Savings  Bank. 

14.  Particolan  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  banks  in 
Singapore,  Penang,  and  Malacca  are  giving  in  the  following 
statement : — 




Singapore. 

Fenang. 

Malaeoa. 

N«v  fioeoqnto  opened  - 

S15 

106 

19 

Aoooonts  dosed           ... 

212 

108 

8 

Acooimto  opeo  at  the  end  of  the  year    - 

458 

162 

25 

Deposited,  1SS6 

t      c. 
44,955  81 

g      c. 
19,225  80 

$      c 

2,945  00 

Bepttd,1886     . 

58,110  96 

1S,768'49 

1,598  84 

Balance  dae  to  depositors  at  close  of 
1886 

78,857  84 

22,986  88 

.    8,475  27 

Education. 

16.  The  nmxAiier  of  schools  in  the  several  Settlements,  and  the 
number  of  cMkireB  attendmg  (average  enrolment)  in  1885  and 
1866,  are  given  in  the  fcdlowing  table : — 


1885. 


No.  of 
Schools. 


Average 
Enrol- 
ment 


1686. 


No.  of 
Schools. 


Average 
Enrol* 
ment 


SnCOAPORB. 

English  Boys'  Schools 

Do.    Girls'     do.  -  -    , 

English  and  Vernacular  Bojs'  Schools 

Do.  Girlsf     do. 

Yemaodar  Boys' Schools   - 
Do.      Girls'     do. 

Total       • 

PsNAira. 

English  Boys'  Schools 

]Bo.    Girls'     do.  •  - 

Enirlish  and  Vemacolar  Boys'  Schools 
^^  Do.  Girls'     ^- 

Vernacular  Boys' Schools    - 
Do.      Girls*    do. 

Total      - 


do. 


12 
3 


89 


4 
4 
1 
1 
21 
4 


85 


1,658 
899 

188 
781 


9 
2 
2 
1 
21 
5 


3,026 


40 


1,048 

387 

41 

224 

1,161 
68 


5 
2 
2 
2 
25 
6 


2,879 


42 


1,519 
209 
187 
190 
719 
74 


2,848 


1,169 

55 

78 

221- 

1,468 

247 


8,808 
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1885. 

1885. 

« 

No.  of 
Schools. 

Ayeragc 
Enrol- 
ment 

No.  of 
Schools. 

Arenee 
EnroK 
mont. 

Engliah  and  VemacuUr  Bojs'  Schools 
Vernacalar  Bojs' Schools    •           .           • 
Do.      Girls'     do.       - 

5 

86 

141 
1,898 

5 

88 

8 

,    144 

1,477 

107 

Total       - 

41 

1,489 

46 

1,728 

Malaooa. 
English  Boys' Schoob 

Do.    Girls'      do.            ... 
VemaoidarBoyB^Sehoohi    ... 
Do.     Girls'     do.       •           - 

8 

8 

48 

511 

161 

1,788 

3 
3 

63 
6 

530 

177 

1,788 

122 

Total      • 

54 

M60 

75 

2,617 

Grand  Total 

169 

9,804 

208 

10,501 

Stkaits 
SnxLBinaiTs 


Population. 

16.  lie  census  of  1881  gave  the  following  results  in  regard  io  Censos. 
the  population  of  the  Settlements : — 


Singapore. 

Penang. 

Malacca. 

TotaL 

M. 

F. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P. 

M. 

P^ 

Europeans  •        »        • 

iM 

662 

666 

100 

U 

9 

8.808 

880 

Ennsiaas          •           • 

1.509 

1.686 

761 

846 

1.076 

1488 

8,886 

^669 

Malaji       . 

11«471 

10AM 

42.660 

48.212 

88.784 

8i729 

86,816 

87.626 

ChhMse 

72.871 

HIM 

12W 

U.721 

4.020 

148.606 

80.722 

Indians      •         •         • 

9;619 

8.480 

20W 

6^ 

1.148 

748 

81.104 

9.881 

Other  KationaUUes 

8.046 

4S20 

4.679 

4,019 

1.800 

881 

H026 

9.820 

Total 

106.423 

88.786 

124^206 

66^392 

62.060 

41.620 

281.687 

141.607 

189.206 

190.607 

98»679 

488.8S4 

K  2 
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PAPBRS  RELATING  TO 


Stxaitb 
settlbkxnt8. 

ChiiMse  imml* 
grantf* 


Contracts  to 
labour  beyond 
the  Colonj. 


No  complete 
records  of 
retro-migra- 
tion, migration 
between  the 
Settlements 
and  emigration. 


gration  and 
retro-migra- 
tion. 


Ihhiqration  and  Emigration. 
Chinese, 


17.  The  number  of  Chinese  immk^rants  tliat  arrived  in  Sisuza- 
pore  in  1886  was  151,676,  as  against  119,555  in  188$.  The 
following  figures  show  how  they  were  disposed  of : — 


1SS5. 

1886. 

Remained  in  Singapore— 

Kale   . 

- 

69,dl4 

87,881 

Female 

- 

9,014 

8,845 

Proceeded  to  Penang— 

Male   - 

44,096 

56,596 

Female 

1,52S 

1,798 

Proceeded  to  Malacca— 

Male   - 

438 

551 

Female 

37 

20 

Proceeded  to  other  i^aeea— 

Male   - 

1,797 

9,884 

Female 

- 

881 

557 

Total 

119,555 

151,576 

18.  Contracts  to  labour  beyond  the  Colony  were  entered  into 
by  coolies  at  Singapore  to  the  number  of  18,166  in  1886,  as 
against  10,209  in  1885.  At  Fenang  the  numbers  were,  for  1886, 
18,525,  as  against  14,335  in  1885. 

19.  No  records  are  kept  of  the  numbers  of  Chinese  who  return 
to  Chinft^  nor  are  records  kept  of  the  number  of  those  who  move 
from  one  Settlement  to  another,  except  in  the  case  of  the  newly 
arrived  coolies  who  pass  on  at  once  {see  the  foregoing  statement) 
to  Penanff  or  Malacca,  immediately  after  their  arrival  in  Singa- 
pore. The  numbers  of  emigrants  to  the  Protected  States  and  to 
Sumatra  and  other  places  are  but  imperfectly  indicated  by  the 
numbers  of  contracts  to  labour  beyond  the  Colony  giveri  in  para- 
graph 18. 

Indian, 

20.  The  following  are  the  statistics  of  the  immigration  and  retro- 
migration  of  Indian  coolies,  as  recorded  in  the  Department  of 
the  Indiaii  Protectorate  at  Penang : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Statute  immigrants             • 
Dependants            ... 
Passengers-           .           .           . 

1,649 

49 

19,819 

9,748 

944 

17,816 

Total  arriyals 

81,510 

90,808 

Returned  to  India  -           -           - 

13,417 

18,105 

Immigrants  remaining  in  the  Cokmy 

8,098 

9,908 
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Trade  and  Shipping.  Stbaitb 

SSTTLSMBNTS. 

2K  The  following  table  gives  the  values  of  the  imports  and        — 

exports  at  the  three  Settlemenu  in  1886  and  1886  :—  ^V^^  ^^ 

exports. 


Imports. 

ExportF. 

1885. 

1886. 

1885. 

1886. 

Singi^KWe 
Penang  . 
Malacca 

74,888,990 

88,169,461 

8,898,845 

77,277,586 

41,194,892 

8,072,890 

$ 

61,428,238 

85,937,583 
8,147,401 

$ 

60,578,615 

40,212,507 
8,381,152 

Total       - 

110,856,796 

121,544,818 

100,518,222 

104,182,274 

22.  The  numbers  and  tonnage  of  the  vessels  arrived  at,  and  shii^lsg^ 
cleared  from,  the  ports  of  the  tlhree  Settlements  in  1885  and  1886, 
are  given  in  the  following  table  :— 


Arrivals. 

— 

1885. 

1886. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

Singapore 

Penang   -           .           - 

Malacca- 

8,589 
4^60 
2,810 

2,708,921 

1,887,589 

188,901 

8,796 
4,484 
8,018 

8,788,960 

1,508,854 

827,634 

IMi       - 

15,809 

4,889,851 

16,292 

4,474,948 

(GOnltMMflrf.) 


DSPARTtTRBS. 

— 

1885. 

1886. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

SingHwre 

Penang  .           -           - 

Malacca  - 

8,588 
4,980 
8,881 

2,651,951 

1,341,280 

189,868 

8,802 
5,146 
8,050 

2,687,298 

1,842,240 

228,260 

Total       - 

15,778 

4,182,588 

16,998 

4,257,798 
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PAPERS  BSLATIMt}  TO 


STmACT  Public  Health. 

ScTTUEMJUm* 

23.  The  regbtradon  returns  of  deaths  in  1885  and  188&  give 

Deathf  in  1885  the  following  reanlts : — 
and  1886.  ° 


Freralent 
diseasef. 

Births  in  1885 
and  1886. 


1885. 

1886. 

Increase. 

Singi^ore          .... 
Penang             -           .           -           - 
ProTince  Welletley      .           -           - 
Malacca           .... 

5,749 
3,720 
S,161 
8,465 

6,308 
3,795 
2,697 
2,468 

559 

75 

586 

'      3 

ToUl       -           -           - 

14,095 

15,268 

1,178 

24.  The  increase  in  the  rate  of  mortality  is  attributed  (o  an 
unusual  influx  of  Chinese  immigrants^  many  of  whom  nrrive 
in  bad  health. 

25.  The  following  are  the  births  registered  in  1885  and  1886 : — 


• 
1885. 

1B86. 

Increase. 

Singapore         -           -           .           - 
Penang            .... 
Proyince  Wellealcy 
Malacca           .... 

2,608 
1,605 
2,240 
2,715 

2,8S7 
1,807 
2,551 
3,205 

279 
202 
311 
490 

Total 

9,168 

10,450 

1,282 

26.  The  two  sexes  are  pretty  evenly  distributed  in  Malacca, 
while  the  disproportion  between  them  is  great  in  Penang,  and 
greater  still  in  Singapore.  Hence  Malacca  shows  the  highest 
birth-rate,  which  is  low  in  Singapore  and  Penang. 


Cases  reported 
to  the  police. 


27.  Police  and  Crime, 


Singapore 


Total 


1885. 


I 
I 


a|S| 

'prSoC 


I 


1886. 


I 


If 


i 


A-Sj 


8466 

6.076 

641 


848S 


14» 

940 

730 

2,680 

im 

1402 

4.198 

1,878 

8,801 

5.798 

8,772 

2,021 

48S 

209 

148 

684 

406 

226 

6466 

W7 

il79 

UQfJ 

5458 

3^ 

725 

2,017 

287 


3429 
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Judicial  Stkaxw 

28.  Statistical  returns  of  the  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Supreme  ^^"^^^^^^ 

Court  on  the  civil  and  criminal  sides,  by  the  Courts  of  Bequests,  Judicial ; 

and  by  the  police   and  marine  magistrates,  are  given  in   the  ret»i""K- 
Appendix.* 

Prisons. 

29.  In  each   of  the   Settlements  there  is  a   *' civil"  and  a  CiyUand 
'* criminal''  prison.     In  the  civil  prisons  are  confined  prisoners  criminal 
sentenced  to  **  simple    imprisonment,"  prisoners  awaiting  trial,  P"*^""* 
prisoners  under  sentence  of  death,  and  prisoners  for  debt.    Prisoners 
confined  in  the  criminal  prisons  are  those  sentenced  to  rigorous 
imprisonment,  who  are  divided  into  the  following  classes  : — 

(1.)  '*  Revenue  grade  "  (prisoners  for  non-payment  pf  fine). 
(2.)  Short-sentence    prisoners    (sentences    not    exceeding   six 

months). 
(3.)  Long-sentence  prisoners. 

All  long-sentence  prisoners  from  Malacca  and  Penang  are  sent 
up  to  the  Singapore  Prison. 

Native  States. 

30.  The  Colonial  Blue  Book  does  not  include  returns  relating 
to  the  Protected  States  of  the  Malay  Peninsula,  but  the  connexion 
of  these  countries  with  the  Colonial  Government  is  so  close  ihat 
the  brief  abstracts  of  the  Treasury  accounts  and  of  the  trade 
returns  of  the  three  States,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix,* 
may  not  be  considered  out  of  place  at  the  dose  of  this  epitome. 

(Signed)        J.  F.  Dickson, 
Singapore,  10th  May  1887.  Colonial  Secretary, 


STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS.  stbaits 

MALACCA.  mIZ:^ 

No.  12. 

Governor  Sir  F.  A.  Weld  to  Sir  H.  T.  Hollakd. 

Government  House,  Singapore. 
Sir,  May  11,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  six  copies  of  the 
Administration  Report,  Malacca,  for  the  year  1886. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Fred.  A.  Weld, 
The  Right  Hon.  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P.,  G.C.M.G. 
&C.  &c.  &c. 


•  Not  printed. 
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PAPERS  RELATING  TO 


Snuits 
Sbttlsxbnts. 

Malacca. 

—       Sib, 


Administbation  Beport^  Malacca^  1886. 

Besident  Councillor's  Office,  Malacca,. 
March  26, 1887. 
I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Administration  Report 
of  this  Settlement,  compiled  from  the  statistics  and  reports  fur- 
nished by  the  heads  of  the  various  departments. 

2.  I  have  divided  the  report  as  much  as  possible  into  two 
divinons,  that  of  revenue  and  that  of  expenditure.  Under  the 
tbnner  I  have  reported  in  detail  on  the  collecting  departments^ 
and  under  the  latter  on  those  which  expend  monej. 

Comparative  tables  for  the  past  five  years  ai*e  given  throughout. 


Revenue. 


188S. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

If^ryA  .             .             . 

$         0. 

>       SU90    44 

«.f» 

c 
57 

66&6 

c. 
09 

68,460 

0. 
54 

68&6& 

Boiita,eioliitiveoriand    • 

786    28 

679 

00 

868 

60 

978 

43 

1.170    84 

LioeiiMt 

'     101,741    00 

191,794 

00 

191301 

00 

191,700 

00 

192,360   00 

Stampi 

12,234    85 

11,541 

68 

12,408 

56 

15,196 

57 

13,804    16 

Port  and  harbour  dnm:    - 

841,72 

980 

65 

1,284 

82 

1,485 

68 

1,610    23 

Poata«e 

1,8U    6S 

1.778 

88 

1,856 

64 

2.168 

68 

2M0    51 

Fiiief,Ao.    • 

4488    40 

8,817 

40 

8,766 

89 

2,409 

40 

M26    55 

Fees  of  office- 

906    96 

1,778 

40 

1,488 

70 

1,705 

85 

2,046    82 

4.784    27 

6r574 

86 

8,289 

62 

9,812 

18 

8,148    60 

Sale  of  Government  pro< 
perty 

84    SO 

81 

10 

106 

70 

172 

93 

165    70 

Interest 

- 

- 

4 

00 

— 

2,740    41 

MifoeUaneous         • 

38    90 

88 

50 

^ 

08 

728 

04 

8    00 

Special  receipts      ^ 

820    00 

1A61 

00 

084 

00 

1,014 

00 

1,073    80 

Total 

-     191,820    86 

28638^ 

94 

286J86 

78 

290,950 

78 

282;660    08 

3.  The  revenue  amounted  to  ;$[292^660.03,  being  j^l^710  more 
than  that  of  1885^  and  ;({4,906  above  the  amount  estimated, 

4.  The  revenue  shows  healthiness  in  almost  all  points  of  im- 
portance,  the  receipts  under  land^  stamps,  port  and  harbour  dues, 
and  postage  having  exceeded  the  amounts  estimated,  as  well  as 
tjhe  receipts  in  the  previous  ^ear.  There  are  no  deficiencies  of 
any  importance;  the  main  item  occurs  under  reimbursements^ 
which  realised  $lfi42  less  than  was  estimated. 

6.  The  foregoing  table  gives  a  comparison  of  revenue  for  the 
last  five  years.  It  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  each  year  shows 
an  increased  total  over  the  preceding  one. 
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Eevenue  Detailed. 

St&aits 
Sbttlembhts 

Land. 

Malacca. 

Area  of  Land  under  Lectses, 

1862. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Acres  ... 

118,760 

109,191 

105,781 

108,486 

100,314 

Gross  r«nt 

5M9S 

57,828 

$ 

56,966 

62,082 

$ 

56,092 

Land  Revenue  Beeeipts  Detailed. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Prenumn      .          •           . 

646 

2,893 

1,948 

1,136 

2,619 

BeDts  (enrrent) 

49,580 

50,708 

52,584 

50,443 

50,077 

Do.  (arrears)        - 

3,257 

4,733 

1,812 

2,100 

2,750 

Tenths,  coral  and  granite     - 

375 

881 

393 

304 

355 

Do.    tin  - 

850 

794 

345 

316 

493 

Do.    brick-kiln    - 

94 

112 

244 

231 

188 

Do.    padi 

1,680 

1,393 

2,802 

4,081 

3,231 

Do.    wood-oil 

498 

520 

496 

626 

548 

Do.    gambier 

1»080 

797 

999 

446 

302 

Do.    tapioca 

3,488 

1,619 

1,615 

376 

657 

Do.    fruit 

480 

719 

999 

1^54 

907 

Do.    timber 

2,029 

1,709 

1,683 

1,382 

928 

Do.    sand 

507 

768 

598 

493 

330 

Fees,  registration     • 

167 

121 

31 

96 

115 

„    others - 

■— 

— 

— 

— 

405 

Total  - 

64,190 

66,772 

66,556 

63,469 

♦63,896 

*  The  omisdon  of  cents  in  the  detailed  items  affects  the  additions  slightly. 
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6.  The  revenue  under  this  heading  ban  slightly  exceeded  that 
of  1885,  and  is  ^^2^897  more  than  was  estimated. 

7.  The  padi  crop  was  not  good,  and  the  fruit  season  failed,  with 
the  exception  of  durians ;  the  receipts  under  these  items  show  a 
decrease  on  the  preceding  year. 

8.  Premium  has  increased  considerably  ;  the  increase  is  princi- 
pally accounted  for  by  three  large  leases  talcen  out  for  tapioca 
cultivation,  but  besides  this,  grants  were  oonsiderably-in  demand.  - 

9.  There  is  everv  hope  that  the  laini  revenue  will  be^consider- 
ably  increased  in  toe  course  of  the  next  few  years,  and  this  can  bo 
done  without  any  undue  pressure  upon  the  cultivators  and  others 
concerned. 

10.  In  Malacca  land  contributes  by  far  the  most  important 
part  to  the  revenue.  From  the  position  and  circumstances  of  ih^ 
Settlement  it  is  not  possible  to  expect  a  rapid  increase  to  trade. 
Malacca  possesses  fewer  natural  sources  of  wedth  tbcHi  the  other 
Settlements  or  the  Native  Slates ;  it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  encourage  cultivators^  and  to  put  the  collection  of 
land  revenue  on  a  proper  footing. 

11.  In  past  years  this  has  been  hampered  with  many  difficulties. 
Land  has  oeen  held  under  many  different  systems  of  tenure,  and 
the  many  incomplete  or  partial  attempts  which  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  to  modify  or  alter  them  hare  only  resulted  in 
greater  confusion.  Holdings  were  not  defined  or  surveyed  ;  there 
has  been  want  of  adequate  supervision  which  has  told  in  two  ways  : 
Goveniment  has  received  nothing  like  a  fair  return  in  reuL?,  and 
its  land  has  been  notoriously  trespassed  upon  and  appropriated  in 
a  most  audacious  manner. 

12.  The  old  system  generally  was  the  native  one,  the  under*- 
standing;  being  that  Government  was  entitled  to  one  tenth  of  the 
yield  either  from  jungle  produce  or  from  cultivation.  Land 
uncultivated  and  unpaid  for  for  three  years  was  forfeited.  The 
Pgnghulu  of  the  district  was  usually  employed  to  collect  the 
tenth.  It  is  evident  that  this  system  is  open  to  considerable  abuse, 
and  the  result  (at  any  rate  to  Government)  has.  not  been  satis- 
factory. 

13.  It  will  be  understood  that  the  system  of  paying  tenths  on 
produce  offered  temptations  to  subordinate  collectors,  as  well  as  to 
those  who  had  to  pay — ^a  result  which  must  be  demoralising  to 
every  one  concerned.  Those  who  advocate  keeping  up  this  form 
of  tenure  cannot  have  studied  the  matter  sufficiently  to  ap[Hre€iate 
the  difficulties  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  nor  the  fact  that  its 
popularity  among  the  people  merely  aiises  from  the  chance 
afforded  of  evading  payment  of  taxes. 

14.  Some  of  the  attempts  te  do  away  with  "  tenths  "  have  been 
by  the  issue  of  conunutation  deeds  and  of  leases  on  various  short 
terms;  the  rents,  however,  were  fixed  at  very  low  rates,  probably 
more  with  a  view  to  getting  land  under  a  fixed  rate  and  tenure 
than  with  a  due  estimate  of  what  the  land  yielded,  and  wbatji 
fair  rent  should  have  been.^    Maiiy  <^  theseleaaes have*  expired. 
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but  as  all  holdings  are  to  be  demarcated  and  registered  they  wiH  tfnuivs 

be  dealt  with,  and  the  persons  concerned  may,  as  they  elect,  either  S«TinuBiaB»Ti« 

take  out  grants,  or  remain  on  the  land  paying  a  fixed  assessment  milaooa* 

under  Ordinance  IX.  of  1886.  — - 

15.  A  careful  estimate  of  the  yield  of  pad!  has  been  commenced 
with  a  view  to  a  fair  assessment,  and  I  hope  that  next  year  a  great 
step  will  be  taken  in  putting  the  land  revenue  on  a  more  satisfactory 
footing,  both  as  regards  the  amount  and  the  system  of  collection. 
To  give  some  idea  of  the  disproportionate  rates  which  have  pre- 
vailed, I  may  mention  that  experiments  have  already  shown  that 
as  much  and  more  than  600  gantangs  of  padi  can  be  obtained 
under  favourable  circumstances  to  an  acre  of  land. 

Six  hundred  (600)  gantangs  would  yield  about  $S0,  the  tenth 
for  which  would  be  $3.  It  will  be  seen  what  proportion  a  rent  of 
25  cents  bears  to  this  valae.  Hitherto  the  best  land  has  been 
assessed  at  300  gantangs  only. 

16.  With  reference  to  these  reforms  in  the  land  department 
there  is  this  difficulty  to  contend  with,  that  hitherto  people  have 
practically  held  the  knd  for  next  to  nothing,  and  some  discontent 
has  been  raised  at  the  prospect  of  having  to  pay  rent  in  the 
future.  It  is  obvious  that  the  interests  of  large  proprietors  are 
chiefly  involved,  and  there  are  some,  I  regret  to  say,  who  are  not 
unwilling  to  promote  a  feeling  of  discontent  in  order  to  assist  thdr 
own  purposes.  I  hare,  however,  almost  invariably  found  the  Malay 
peasantry  most  docile  and  easy  to  deal  with.  An  explanation  that 
their  rents  are  a  contribution  to  Government  for  the  advantages 
of  roads,  protection,  and  free  schools,  is  generally  listened  to  with 
respect  and  rather  treated  as  a  new  idea.  Unfortunately,  the  view 
that  any  demand  by  GK)vernment  is  an  unjust  exaction  has  too 
often  been  promulgated  by  misguided  or  mischievous  persons. 

17.  Greatly  exaggerated  statements  bavins  been  circulated 
respecting  land  at  Merlimau,  said  to  be  deserted,  I  think  it  worth 
while  to  allude  briefly  to  the  subject  These  statements,  which 
1  attribute  mainly  to  the  source  indicated  in  my  previous  paragraph, 
are  that  the  small  cultivators  in  the  districts  of  Merlimau,  Sebatu, 
and  Sungei  Rambei  have  deserted  their  holdings  on  account  of 
oppressive  taxes  and  land  regulations,  and  have  gone  over  to  the 
adjoining  Native  State  of  Muar.  The  number  of  emigrants  has 
been  vaguely  stated  at  thousands,  and  by  an  easy  process  of 
amplifieation  where  accuracyis  not  requisite  this  has  been  magnified 
into  depopulation  of  the  country.  Inquiry  showed  that  a  certain 
amount  of  emigration  had  taken  place  to  Muar  since  that  country 
was  opened  out.  The  offer  of  free  land  to  those  who  would  clear 
naturally  attracted  some  of  our  people.  C!omparatively  few  left 
this  country  for  good,  and  most  of  these  so-called  emigrants  kept 
a  partial  hold  on  their  land  in  Malacca.  Cultivation,  however,  was 
neglected  to  a  great  extent,  and  rents  were  in  arrear.  As  these 
lands  were  held  under  the  Malay  custom  of  payment  of  tenthn, 
the  right  to  them  became  forfeited  by  failure  to  cultivate  and  to 
pay.    I  therefore  made  it  known  that  they  would  be  given  on 
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3xBAiT»      Implication  to  an;  one  de^ring  them.    This  brought  in  applications 
SjrrTLBMWTs.  from  Javanese  and  others^  some  for  u  considerable  extent  of  land, 

and  it  also  brought  back  the  old  tenants  in  large  numbers,  who 

^itl^^*  had  no  wish  lo  lose  their  holdings.  The  main  difficulty  now  was 
to  satisfy  a  rival  demand.  As  I  bad  promised  first  terms  to  the  old 
tenants^  and  as  I  found,  too,  that  their  complaints  of  losses  by  bad 
seasons  and  flooded  rivers  were  not  unfounded,  I  directed  that  they 
should  give  in  their  names  for  registration  to  the  Penghfdus  of 
their  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  reinstating  them.  As  it  now 
wpears,  the  whole  available  land  will  be  taken  up,  partly  by  the 
old  holders  and  partly  by  new  applicants. 

18.  With  regard  to  tapioca  cultivation,  I  would  strongly  endorse 
Mr.  Hervey's  riew  that  it  should  be  supported  as  far  as  possible. 
It  is  true  that  the  Chinese  method  of  cultivation — that  of  working 
only  fresh  land — ^is  very  wasteful,  but  ordinary  cultivation  by  the 
use  of  manure  is  almost  impossible,  as  manure  can  only  be  got  by 
importation,  and  the  additional  expense  of  transport  to  the  interior 
renders  the  price  prohibitive. 

19.  The  contingent  advantages  obtained  by  the  encouragement 
of  this  industry  overbalance  the  disadvantages.  Against  shorter 
tenure,  and  the  abandonment  of  land  in  a  state  which  requires  a 
long  period  to  restore  it  to  any  value,  we  have  a  larger  area  taken 
up  at  a  higher  premium  and  rent,  and  the  introduction  of  a  tax- 
paying  population  which  materbdly  affects  our  main  source  of 
revenue — the  opium  and  spirit  farms.  As  increased  reserves  of 
forest  land  sufficient  for  the  requirements  of  the  Settlement  have 
been  set  apart  for  permanent  preservation,  I  do  not  see  the  necessity 
for  refusing  the  little  that  remains,  none  of  which  contfuns  valuable 
timber,  to  tapioca  plantern.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  that  the  land 
would  be  best  utilised  in  keeping  up  this  indu8ti*y  for  the  present. 

20.  One  hundred  and  seventy-nine  (179)  hundredweights  of  tin 
have  been  smelted  this  year.  Specimens  of  tin  ore  have  been  brought 
in  lately  from  two  different  districts,  and  I  am  led  to  believe  these 
would  repay  working.  I  think  that  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
resources  of  the  country  and  of  the  neighbouring  States  the 
geological  and  mineralogical  survey  recommended  by  Mr.  Hervey 
would  be  worth  the  expense. 

21.  Revenue  from  timber  must  be  expected  to  fall,  as  Malacca 
has  been  almost  cleared  of  the  valuable  portion  of  its  forests.  His 
Excellency  the  Governor  was  good  enough  to  sanction  my 
recommendation  that  permission  should  be  given  to  people  in 
country  districts  to  out  valueless  wood  for  fences,  firing,  &c.,  &c. 
witliout  the  necessity  of  their  first  coming  into  town  to  obtain 
licenses.  Although  lioenses  were  in  many  cases  given  free,  the 
journey  to  get  them  was  a  loss  and  inconvenience,  and  the  con- 
cession represents  a  considemble  boon  to  the  peasantr}'. 

22.  Another  benefit  his  Excellency  has  bestowed  is  that  in 
cases  of  deserted  padi  land^  or  in  places  where  no  return  can  be 
obtained  without  outlay  of  money  or  labour,  a  remission  of  rent 
from  one  to  three  years  may  be  granted,  according  to  circumstances. 
The  issuing  of  grants  is  often  delayed  more  than  is  desirable. 
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The  Survey  Department  is  not  sufficiently  strong  to  keep  up  with       Straits 
any  brisk  demand,  and  the  rule  in  force  requiring  the  Surveyor  Sbttcbicbkts. 
General  personally  to  sign  each  grant  adds  to  the  delay,  as  he      Maulccju 
cannot  do  this  until  he  h^  verified  the  plans.     I  think  it  would        — ^ 
be  an  advantage  if  the  certificate  of  the  local  head  of  the  Survey 
Department  was  accepted  instead. 

23.  Preliminary  charges  for  survey  have  yielded  a  large  return, 
but  this  is  a  source  of  revenue  I  do  not  wish  to  see  extended. 
These  cbargeB»  I  am  glad  to  say^  have  been  reduced,  and  I  would 
recommend  that  this  course  be  continued  as  far  as  possible,  as 
such  charges  press  unduly  on  the  small  landowners  who  generally 
can  least  aflford  it. 

24.  Another  matter  in  which  the  assistance  of  Government  is 
being  given  is  the  clearance  of  rivers  and  drains,  which  will  no 
doubt  be  of  considerable  benefit  It  b  a  matter  which  has  been 
very  much  neglected,  and  much  land  has  been  damaged  or  rendered 
useless  in  consequence.  In  former  days  the  PSngh&lu  could  call 
out  the  people  of  his  district  for  such  purposes,  but  now  any  such 
appeal  or  order  is  disregarded,  and  the  cost  is  greatly  enhanced. 


Licenses 


1SS2. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Opium 

0 
7S,600 

0  y 

158,600 

0 
158,600 

153,600 

0 
147,600 

Spirit  - 

27,000 

84,200 

84,200 

84,200 

39,000 

PnWic-bouses  - 

41 

84 

41 

• 

■  • 

Paimbroker    • 

2,100 

8,960 

8,960 

8,960 

5,760 

Total   - 

101,741 

191,794 

191,801 

191,760 

192,860 

*  Shown  under  fees  of  office. 

25.  The  revenue  under  this  heading  has  been  varied  as  above, 
the  farms  being  let  together  to  one  farmer. 

26.  The  increase  on  the  total  over  last  year  is  ;9600,  but  as 
regards  opium  I  regret  to  say  that  the  farmer  complains  that  he 
has  been  a  loser  on  the  contract  I  think,  however,  that  it  is  only 
a  temporary  matter;  trade,  it  must  be  remembered,  has  been 
very  dull,  and  many  Chinese  lelt  the  Settlement  in  consequence 
of  losses  on  tapioca  cultivation.  The  latter  has  revived  and  a 
larger  number  than  usual  of  Chinese  coolies  has  been  imported 
this  season,  over  3,000  having  been  landed — a  number  sufficient 
to  affect  the  farms  considerably. 
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Stamps. 

— 

1888. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Kereniic  (Commercial)     - 
Jndioiia    - 

5,800 
6,484 

$ 

5,714 

5,886 

.     6,888 
6,179 

6,719 
8,477 

6y840 
7,464 

TotiJ 

]S,284 

11,540 

18,408 

15,196 

18,804 

27.  The  receipts  under  this  head  amount  to  $13^804,  being 
$S04t  more  than  iras  estimated.  The  amount  may  be  considered 
Battsfactory,  as  although  it  doesiiot  reach  the*  total  of  the  prevk^us 
year  (whidt  was  abnormally  affected  by  speetal  receipts),  it  showa 
a  sound  progress  OTer  any  other  year  but  the  last. 

Other  Items  ofBetenue. 

28.  Of  those  calling  for  notice  I  would  mention  port  and 
harbour  does,  which  continue  to  increase  yearly ;  the  receipts 
for  1886  amount  to  $1^610.23,  iSllO  more  than  was  estimated. 
Post  Office  collections  also  continue  to  increase  steadily.  The 
receipts  in  this  department  have  doubled  since  1882,  as  will  be 
.observed  in  the  table  of  statbtics. 

EXPENDITUBE. 


1883. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

EstaUishments:- 
SalarieB 

79,302 

0. 

76 

90.732 

c. 
99 

$       c. 

99,780    43 

1 
106,077 

0. 

48 

J            0. 

188.984    87 

Office  contingenokfl 

see 

08 

842 

93 

770    59 

809 

71 

984   37 

Anowanoet  - 

— 

— 

"- 

~ 

8310   81 

Total  eitablishO 
mentt  •         'S 

so^sn 

84 

9ym 

92 

99^561    08 

106387 

14 

126480   06 

Pentions 

7,739 

88 

7JM 

80 

8^391    24 

«i.689 

08 

8,989   98 

Berenae  services 

3^8 

74 

6.700 

84 

6.000   44 

5.723 

14 

7.169   96 

Administration  of  jus- 
tice   • 

384 

70 

389 

00 

356    37 

441 

67 

712   90 

Bcdesiastical  - 

289 

68 

889 

80 

880   00 

300 

06 

899    96 

Charitable  allowances 

968 

00 

990 

00 

1.060   00 

1,016 

50 

1.033    80 

Education 

11.470 

87 

14^0 

07 

18.781    08 

S5/M8 

15 

7,425   19 

Medical 

7,043 

17 

6,060 

16 

7jm    10 

7.994 

34 

8,077    88 

PoUoe  • 

1.087 

78 

1,828 

78 

1.500    41 

2.079 

94 

8399   90 

Gaols    • 

1.648 

68 

2,100 

78 

8,768    88 

1,085 

82 

1306   79 

^Harbour 

280 

79 

801 

67 

468   06 

861 

69 

764   60 

.  LiRhthouses 

1.566 

18 

1,686 

89 

1.683   96 

9.668 

48 

8367    89 

896 

82 

1.166 

4fi 

1.S&4    00 

1309 

75 

8,496   4S 

Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  M^ESTt's  OOLOKIAI.  POSSESSIONS. 


159 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1S85. 

1886. 

ConToartnoeMmtili  *• 

$ 
812 

0. 

43 

874 

c. 
90 

9 

667 

C. 
06 

^7 

c. 
10 

1      c 
601    16 

Boot     • 

890 

79 

1,817 

60 

1429 

10 

— 

469   82 

Anatport 

M68 

09 

9^762 

49 

11419 

16 

11,496 

14 

18^002    69 

Interert 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

MifoeUaneoiif  serrioes 

ijm 

66 

ijm 

11 

6,700 

22 

BfiSS 

OS 

9,111    17 

Works  and  bufldingi 

401067 

98 

62302 

88 

62,371 

71 

661013 

93 

43,407    24 

KfmdM,  itneto,    and 
bridgw 

48,946 

87 

47,768 

88 

64^86 

89 

8i486 

70 

76,920    85 

chaMd 

280 

09 

» 

8,686 

00 

998 

00 

209    86 

9,768 

11 

66 

10 

169 

49 

1,U4 

81 

1,619    90 

KattreBUftei  • 

- 

4,467 

96 

di828 

67 

48,000 

00 

- 

Totel- 

216,886 

86 

26a;l80 

29 

8SMB9 

24 

386;406 

01 

318,868   77 

STKAII9 


29.  The  estimated  expenditure  was  J$388^450^  but  the  actual 
amounted  to  ^13,863,  a  differenoe  of  $74,687. 

30.  This  large  diff?r«ice  is  mainly  accounted  for  by  certain 
public  works  which  were  not  carried  out.  The  omission  of 
expenditure  on  Native  States  also  affects  the  total  expenditure  as 
compared  with  previous  years. 

31.  The  comparative  tables  give  a  false  impression  of  a  large 
increase  in  the  cost  of  the  *^  Establishments.*^  It  is  explained  by 
certain  salaries^  Ac,  formerly  shown  under  other  heads  of  service, 
being  now  classed  as  Establisbmeiits. 

From  the  vote  for  schools  there  is  in  this  way  an  increase  of 
$15,960,  but  a  correspondbg  diminution  will  be  observed  under 
"Education." 

32.  There  was  an  increase  to  the  staff  of  the  Survey  Depart- 
ment to  the  extent  of  $2,100,  and  to  that  of  the  Police  $1,728. 
In  the  Supreme  Court  a  Chinese-  interpreter  was  added  at  $600 
a  year. 

83.  There  is  again  an  increase  in  ''  Transport/'  but  a  greater 
BOpeivision  in  outlying  districts  neeessitatee  this.  It  is  also  an 
ezpendttore  which  generally  w^  repays  the  cost. 


Works  and  Buildings. 

34.  I  regret  that  under  this  heading  there  should  be  a  list 
chiefly  of  what  has  not  been  done  The  construction  of  the  new 
iron  pier,  which  it  was  hoped  would  be  completed  this  year,  has 
been  delayed  since  1886  owing  to  the  delay  in  deciding  upon 
plans,  and  as  to  whether  the  contracts  should  be  given  in  Engla&d 
or  in  the  colony.  The  old  pier  is  in  a  dangerous  state,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  keep  it  up  pending  the  building  of  the  new  one,  for 


Digitized  by 


Google 


160 


PAPERS  RELATmO  TO 


Stiuits 
ssttlembkts. 

'Malacca. 


the  convenience  of  landing  at  low  tide,  as  otherwise  no  one  could 
land  without  wading  for  a  long  distance. 

35.  Demarcation  of  the  frontier  has  been  delayed  on  the 
southern  ude,  as  the  line  of  division  between  Malacca  and  Muar 
has  not  finally  been  settled. 

36.  The  building  of  the  new  Residency,  although  much  needed, 
has  been  postponed  indefinitely. 

37.  The  failure  chiefly  to  be  regretted  is  that  of  a  water  supply 
for  the  town.  The  site  proposed  at  Machap  was  no  doubt 
unsuitable,  and  it  was  clearly  necessary  to  abandon  that  scheme. 
I  trust,  however,  that  some  means  will  be  devised  of  supplying 
this  most  pressing  want  of  the  Settlement.  At  present  the  town 
is  partly  but  most  inadequately  supplied  by  wells,  in  many  of 
which  the  water  is  not  fit  for  drinking  purposes.  Some  is  brought 
from  Bukit  China  about  a  mile  off,  where  there  are  good  springs. 
Tn  times  of  drought  when  w^ls  dry  up  the  scarcity  is  very  severely 
felt,  and  I  believe  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  was  one  main 
cause  of  the  outbreak  of  cholera  in  1882. 

38.  Besides  the  usual  expenditure  in  up-keep  of  ousting 
buildings,  a  new  police  station  has  been  built  at  Jirat  Oungei  on 
the  Rembau  frontier,  and  additions  of  stables,  bath-rooms,  &c. 
have  been  made  at  the  Police  Stations  of  Alor  Gajah,  Ohin  Chin, 
Sungei  Bambei,  Merlimau,  and  Ulu  Batang  Malaka. 

39.  Some  additions  to  the  public  offices,  and  the  construction 
of  four  vernacular  schools,  have  been  the  only  other  works  of  any 
importance. 


Roads,  Str^s,  and  Bridges. 

40.  New  roads  have  been  finished  between  Sungei  Bharu  and 
Lubok  China,  and  between  Jasin  and  Chabow.  The  improve- 
ment to  the  gradients  of  exbting  roads  has  also  been  earned  on 
by  making  deviations  at  the  worst  v^u. 

41.  Forty -two  stone  culverts  have  been  substituted  for  timber 
ones  in  various  parts  of  the  country.  Six  bridges  haye  been 
constructed  and  some  new  coolie  stations  built 

42.  With  regard  to  bridges  and  culverts,  I  have  already  advo- 
cated the  substitution  of  iron  material  for  wood.  The  former 
would  probably  not  cost  more  than  26  to  30  per  cent,  in  the  first 
instance  than  the  latter,  while  the  saving  in  wear  and  up-keep 
would  be  very  great,  as  the  "  life ''  of  a  wooden  bridge  can  hardly 
be  reckoned  at  much  more  than  five  to  six  years,  with  a  heavy 
cost  for  up-keep,  while  that  of  iron  would  probably  be  at  least 
20  years  with  a  less  cost  for  up«keep.  If  this  idea  was  carried 
out  in  a  wholesale  wav  for  the  entire  Colony  no  doubt  a  lax^e 
saying  would  result.  Approved  patterns  of  the  various  sizes  for 
culverts  and  bridges,  with  the  necessary  details  for  setting  up, 
might  be  registered,  and  contracts  taken  here  or  at  home  for 
the  supply. 
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Forest  Department. 

Straits 
Settlemehts. 

The  expenditure  on  the  Department  has  been  ae 

follows : — 

Malacca. 

$ 

c. 

Salaries          -             -            -            - 

1,654 

10 

Pencmal  allowance  when  in  the  field  - 

103 

00 

Transport      -             .            -            . 

555 

84 

Rent              .            .             .            - 

110 

00 

Uniforms  of  guardians,  tools  and  im- 

plements    -            -            -            - 

220 

31 

Purchase  of  land  and  compensation  to 

squatters,  Bukit  Sa'Bukor  - 

834 

00 

Demarcation  of  reserves 

734 

39 

Planting  waste  lands  and  weeding 

20 

00 

Formation  and  up-keep  of  nurseries    - 

306 

02 

Survey  fees    -            -            -            - 

345 

67 

Collecting  herbarium  specimens    and 

seeds          -            -            .            . 

400 

42 

Miscellaneous  expenses 

270 

25 

Total  -            .            ,            . 

6,554 

00 

44.  The  work  of  the  Forest  Department  during  the  year  has 
been  satisfactory^  a  marked  improvement  having  occurred  since 
the  arrival  of  Mr.  Derry  as  Assistant  Superintendent  of  Forests 
for  the  Settlement  I  anticipate  great  fiiture  benefit  to  the  Settle- 
ment^ if  the  same  care  and  supervision  is  continued. 

45.  To  ensure  a  really  beneficial  efiect  on  the  climate,  it  is  con- 
sidered necessary  that  the  reserves  of  forest  land  should  be  in 
large  blocks,  and  this  arrangement  is  found  to  be  more  economicrtl 
as  to  working  than  a  large  number  of  smaller  blocks.  Seven 
reserves  are  marked  off  in  different  parts  of  the  Settlement.  Five 
of  these  are  now  surveyed  and  demarcated.  The  approximate 
total  area  is  16,320  acres,  with  56  miles  of  boundaries. 

46.  Bukit  Bman^  reserve,  about  six  miles  from  town,  is  well 
wooded  and  rises  to  an  elevation  of  about  500  feet  It  has  an 
area  of  1^734  acres.  Among  other  timbers  it  contains  a  large  per- 
centage of  tampenis,  one  of  the  best  and  most  durable  in  the  Penin- 
sula. ~  A  small  area  of  waste  land  in  the  reserve  has  been  planted 
with  seedlings  of  this  raised  in  the  nursery. 

47.  An  addition  of  1,900  acres  at  Ayer  Panas  has  been  made  to 
the  old  reserve  at  Kesang,  almost  doubling  its  original  size.  This 
is  a  most  important  position,  occupying  as  it  does  a  central  site  in 
the  midst  of  a  much  cleared  country.  The  public  roads  form  the 
boundaries,  except  for  4^  miles  .on  the  western  side,  so  there  is 

O    51507.  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


162 


PAPERS  RELATING   TO 


Straits      little  cost  for  the  maintenance  of  these.     The  addition  to  the 

^        '  reserve  is  well  wooded,  but  except  at  the  edges  large  trees  are 

Malacca,     scarce  in  the  old  portion  in  consequence  of  depredations  in  former 

times,   but  these  have   been  stopped   by  placing  watchmen   in 

charge. 

48.  Bukit  Panchor  reserve,  16  miles  from  town,  has  an  area  of 
3,640  acres,  and  rises  to  an  elevation  of  600  feet.  About  340 
acres  of  waste  land  formerly  under  tapioca  cultivation  has  been 
included,  and  is  fast  becoming  re-wooded.  This  reserve  covers 
the  central  hill-chain  of  the  Settlement,  and  is  of  special  import- 
ance for  protecting  the  sources  of  springs. 

49.  The  most  important  work  of  the  year  has  been  done  at  the 
Sungei  Udang  reserve,  13  miles  from  town.  The  reserve  has 
been  rounded  by  an  addition  of  about  2,880  acres,  inspection  paths 
have  been  cut  through,  and  the  boundary  paths  put  in  proper 
order.  A  small  nursery  has  been  begun  where  it  is  proposed  to 
transplant  some  of  the  seedling  mahogany  trees  received  from 
Kew,  for  the  purpose  of  planting  out  in  waste  land  in  the  vicinity. 
This  reserve  contains  some  fine  specimens  of  the  most  valuable 
timbers  of  the  Settlement.  The  land  is  undulating  and  well 
watered  by  small  streams,  but  is  not  swampy,  and  from  its  position 
near  the  sea-coast  it  has  facilities  for  transport,  l^he  Superin- 
tendent of  Forests  considers  that  this  should  become  our  best  timber 
depdt  in  future. 

50.  Merlimau  reserve  of  4,000  acres  in  the  south,  Brisu  on  the 
north  2,247  acres,  and  a  large  district  at  Jus  complete  the  list. 

51.  It  has  been  contemplated  for  some  time  past  to  establish  an 
experimental  garden  at  Bukit  Sibukor,  four  mdes  from  town,  and 
the  work  of  clearing  was  begun  before  the  end  of  the  year.  It 
had  to  be  suspended  owing  to  various  delays,  but  it  is  again  put 
in  hand,  and  I  hope  the  garden  will  be  in  order  before  tne  close 
of  1887.  The  site  is  a  pretty  one  and  contains  a  variety  of  soils 
well  adapted  for  experimental  purposes.  Until  the  ground  is 
ready  the  nursery  at  Bukit  Bruang  has  to  be  kept  up,  but  the 
latter  is  inconveniently  far  irom  the  town  for  the  purposes  of 
supervision. 

52.  Mauritius  hemp  has  grown  well,  and  a  Chinese  gentleman, 
Mr.  Tan  Hun  Guan,  has  taken  several  thousand  plants  for  the 
purpose  of  experimenting  in  its  manufacture. 

53.  I  hope  to  see  as  much  planting  as  possible  in  our  reserves 
of  the  various  guttas,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  prove  valuable 
both  to  Government  and  the  Colony  generally.  From  the  wasteful 
way  of  collecting,  the  natural  supply  of  plants  has  dwindled  away, 
and  it  is  now  difficult  to  get  any. 

64.  A  new  introduction,  the  "  Cedrela  Odorata,"  a  good  wood 
for  light  work,  has  grown  well.  The  tree  is  an  inhabitant  of  the 
Caribbean  Islands,  and  its  wood  is  used  largely  for  cigar  boxes. 

65.  Teak  and  mahogany  have  not  succeeded  at  Bukit  Bruang, 
but  the  latter  is  very  hardy  and  likely  to  do  better  in  mokier 
soils. 
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Harbour  Department. 

Shipping  Returns, 
Arrivals, 


Departures. 


Imports  and  Exports, 


Straits 
Sbttlbxents. 

Malacca. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Steam  vessels  • 

687 

769 

857 

870 

960 

Tonnage 

185,298 

201,935 

181,074 

155,268 

189,583 

Sailing     vessels     and 
native  craft  - 

823 

961 

1,143 

1,440 

2,052 

Tonnage 

21,898 

22,291 

29,907 

88,633 

38,051 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Steam  vessels  - 

687 

766 

860 

871 

961 

Tonnage 

185,298 

201,570 

181,439 

155,380 

189,883 

Sailing     vessels     and 
native  craft  - 

965 

1,022 

1,148 

1,450 

2,089 

Tonnage 

24,439 

24,212 

29,735 

33,982 

38,377 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Imports 
Exports 

$ 

4,082,136 

4,074,041 

4,046,122 
3,983,503 

$ 

2,964,937 

3,060,803 

2,898,345 
3,147,401 

$ 

3,072,390 

3,331,152 

b%.  Both  the  imports  and  exports  have  reyived  during  this  year 
as  the  returns  show.  The  chief  increases  in  imports  are  horses, 
rice^  padi^  and  opium.  In  exports  there  is  an  increase  in  rice,  padi, 
tapioca,  and  specie. 

L  2 
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Stkaits  67.  The  shipping  returns  also  show  an  increase  in  the  numl>er 

Setixbments.  of  vessels  entered  and  cleared  during  the  year,  and  in  the  number 
mIII^c4.     of  boats  registered. 

58.  Beac'JDs  have  been  placed  at  Pulau  Panjang,  Batu  Mandi, 

and  Kwdia  Linggi.  That  at  Batu  Mundi  was  washed  away  in 
the  equinoxial  gales,  which  are  frequently  very  severe  on  this 
coast,  but  will  be  replaced  when  the  weather  is  favourable. 

59.  The  expenditure  in  the  department  is  unduly  high  as  to 
launches,  as  it  has  had  to  bear  the  charges  for  the  thorough  repair 
of  the  steam  launch  *' Albuquerque/' which  was  taken  away  to 
Singapore  in  September  for  Koyal  Engineer  service. 

60.  The  department  has  to  look  after  a  coast  of  about  50  miles 
to  register  boats  and  fishing  stakes,  and  to  attend  to  the  light- 
houses at  Pulau  Undan  and  Cape  Kachado. 


Postal  Keturns. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Letters  received 

55^274 

64,918 

74,555 

80,834 

83,980 

Registered         articles 
received 

1.090 

1,449 

1,844 

2,028 

2,220 

Letters  despatched 

42,124 

49,276 

56,257 

62,331 

66,471 

Registered          articles 
dcppatclied  - 

760 

1,172 

2,186 

2,465 

2,446 

Money  Orders  issued. 


— 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

United  Kingdom 

1,293 

760 

532 

649 

986 

Local  - 

1,302 

1,528 

1,621 

1,356 

1,810 

Native  States  - 

10 

46 

400 

378 

182 

India  -           -           - 

— 

307 

1,802 

2,353 

2,927 

Ceylon 

— 

274 

273 

401 

744 

China  -           -           - 

— 

— 

41 

179 

46 

Local  postal  orders     - 

— 

— 

370 

504 

British  postal  orders    - 

■~ 

-~ 

— " 

220 

'470 
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— 

1883. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Uuited  Kingdom 

$ 

83 

$ 

3 

/ 

$ 

17 

Local  - 

1,098 

1,111 

559 

660 

1,232 

Native  States  - 

80 

1,554 

1,718 

2,987 

1,821 

India  -            .            - 

— 

— 

~ 

83 

867 

Ceylon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

China  -            .            - 

-- 

— 

18 

— 

— 

Local  postal  orders     - 

— 

— 

— 

229 

208 

British  postal  orders   - 

— 

— 

— 

— . 

— 

Strait» 

SETTL£^B^Ti^. 

Malacoju 


61.  The  postal  department  is  under  charge  of  the  harbour 
master.  An  allowance  of  $2b  a  month  has  been  made  this  year 
for  this  addition  to  his  duties.  The  business  of  the  department 
shows  a  steady  increase,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  annexed  table. 

Administbation  of  Justice. 
Supreme  Court. — Criminal  Cases. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

N  umber  of  prisoners  for  trial 

31 

26 

19 

39 

47 

How  disposed  of. 
Convicted-            .            -            - 

Acquitted              -             .            - 

Nolle  prosequi       ... 

20 
8 
3 

18 
7 
1 

9 

*       5 

5 

21 
15 
3 

24 

18 

5 

Civil  Cases, 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Number  of  cases  heard 
Oftmagei  involTed 

106 

$ 

33,308 

133 

$ 

52,483 

132 
84,507 

194 
58,553 

131* 

$ 

69,988 

Digitized  by 


Google 


166 


PAPERS  RELATING  TO 


Straits 
Skttlxmbiits. 

Maljlooa. 


Bankruptcy  Cases, 
Nil. 


Probate  and  Administration  Cases, 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Number  of  eases 
Value  of  property 

. 

178 
138,305 

161 
67,760 

Ill 

g 

36,125 

116 
101,102 

132 

g 

79,179 

Magistrate. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Number    of     prisoners    brought 
before  magistrate 

2,400 

2,863 

2,114 

1,980 

2,149 

Number  of  cases  • 

1,561 

1,941 

1,465 

1,312 

1,450 

How  dealt  with  QNo,  of  Prisoners). 

Committed  to  Supreme  Ck>urt 

29 

39 

19 

39 

47 

Conyicted,  imprisoned,  or  fined    - 

1,041 

1,361 

1,110 

994 

1,133 

Ordered  to  give  security   - 

100 

96 

51 

39 

47 

Dischai^ged            -           .            . 

1,154 

1,815 

911 

884 

902 

Cases  undecided   •           -           - 

76 

51 

S3 

24 

20 

62.  Judging  from  the  number  of  cases  brought  before  the 
magistrate,  crime  in  the  Settlement  is  not  great.  A  reference  to 
tlie  prison  returns  will  show  the  nature  of  the  terms  of  imprison- 
ment inflicted,  but  as  the  changes  of  magistrates  have  been 
frequent  a  comparison  of  sentences  for  different  years  gives  little 
information. 

Pbisons. 

Criminal 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Prisoners  committed  to  Criminal 
Prison, 

For  1  month  or  under 

47 

98 

86 

57 

101 

„   2  months      w             -           - 

32 

28 

31 

31 

34 

»  3      „           „ 

18 

29 

19 

25 

19 
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1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

For  6  m<mth8  or  under     - 

26 

37 

24 

25 

15 

„   1  year          „ 

5 

4 

1 

3 

5 

„  a  years         „ 

7 

5 

2 

5 

5 

»>  3    „             „ 

2 

1 

9 

6 

9 

»»  4    »             »> 

1 

3 

1 

3 

9 

„   10  „              „             .            - 

3 

8 

1 

— 

6 

„  Life    -            -            .            • 

— 

1 

- 

1 

— 

Total 

141 

214 

167 

156 

189 

Stbaits 

SETTLBHXirrS. 

Malaooju 


63.  One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  (189)  prisoners  were  com- 
mitted during  the  year ;  of  these  133  were  Chinese,  43  Malay, 
and  13  Indian,  Computing  by  the  last  census  taken,  the  per- 
centages of  criminals  to  population  are  as  follows  : — Chinese  1  in 
148,  Malay  1  in  1,570,  Indian  1  in  149. 

64.  The  long-sentenced  prisoners  are  transferred  to  Singapore ; 
of  these  there  were  16.  The  daily  average  of  prisoners  was  22*08> 
and  the  daily  average  in  hospital  1*44. 

65.  The  Superintendent  maintains  his  good  reputation  for 
careful  and  efficient  supervision.  No  escapes  occurred,  and  there 
were  no  offences  of  any  importance. 

66.  The  prisoners  earned  by  stone-breaking,  &c.  during  the 
year  ;j!530. 

CiviL 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Received  in  Civil  Prison. 

For  safiB  ooetody   -           -           - 

163 

159 

105 

134 

187 

For  trial   .            -            -           - 

26 

30 

14 

28 

30 

Simple  impriflonment 

20 

2 

16 

33 

30 

Debtors     .... 

7 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Lunatics  admitted  to  the  hospital  - 

14 

22 

17 

23 

6 

Total 

280 

218 

156 

212 

203 

Digitized  by 


Google 


168 


PAPEBS  bblahno  to 


Stbaitb 
suttlkmbiits. 

Malacca. 


67.  A  comparatiYe  statement  is  giwen  oF  committals.  Nothing- 
of  importance  occurred.    No  escapes  nor  deaths  took  place. 

68.  The  gaol  hospital  is  used  for  examination  and  treatment 
of  lunatics ;  it  is  found  to  be  less  objectionable  to  send  such  cases 
there  than  to  the  hospital. 

POLIOB. 


Strength  of  the  Police  F 

orce. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Inspectors             -           -           . 

3 

8 

8 

8 

Sergeant-M^on  (Malay  and  Kling) 

2 

S 

2 

9 

Seigeante                         „ 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Corporals  -           -           -           - 

83 

29 

30 

80 

81 

Constable! 

260 

240 

240* 

240 

245 

Sikh  Contingent. 

Sergeants  -           -           •           * 
CorporalB.-           -           -           - 
Constables            .           -           - 

— 

22*^ 

1 

2 

22 

1 

2 

22 

1 

2 

2t» 

Total  strength 

803 

304 

305 

805 

318 

69.  The  superintendent  (Mr.  H.  O.  Newland)  reports  well  of 
the  town  portion  of  the  force  and  of  the  officers  under  him,  but 
he  complains  of  the  material  of  which  the  force  is  principally 
composed^  and  of  a  want  of  intelligence  and  education  generally 
in  the  recruits.  These  are  mostly  men  from  the  interior,  of  whom 
less  than  15  per  cent,  are  able  to  read  or  write. 

70.  An  attempt  to  remedy  this  state  of  things  has  been  started, 
which  I  think  likely  to  prove  of  a  decided  benefit.  Two  of  the 
most  promising  of  the  constables  in  each  country  station  have 
been  made  to  attend  school  as  part  of  their  regular  duty,  and 
those  who  show  aptitude  and  industry  are  to  have  their  names 
placed  on  a  list  for  promotion. 

71.  Attention  has  been  paid  to  the  improvement  of  iHe  police 
compounds,  which  show  a  marked  advance  in  neatness  of  up-keep. 
I  hope  later  to  be  able  to  supply  each  of  them  with  fruit  trees 
from  the  forest  nurseries. 

72.  The  conduct  and  discipline  generally  of  the  force  is  re- 
ported as  goody  and  improvement  in  this  respect  is  noted  in  the 
Sikh  contingent.  The  men  were  formerly  allowed  too  much 
latitude,  and  were  engaged  in  outside  occupations  as  money-lenders 
and  owners  of  bullock-carts,  but  this  has  been  put  a  stop  to. 
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73.  Recruiting  is  at  a  disadvantage  from  the  fact  that  better  pay       Straits 
can  be  obtained  by  any  intelligent  man  outside  of  the  service,  and  Settlements. 
the  pay  of  office  peons,  &c.  is  fixed  at  a  higher  proportional  rate.         Malacca 

74.  The  heavy  material  used  for  clothing  causes  it  to  be  disliked,         

but  this  is  a  matter  which  probably  might  easily  be  rectified. 

75.  A  police  post  has  been  established  throughout  the  Settle- 
ment, letters  being  forwarded  at  fixed  hours  from  station  to  station. 
The  requirements  of  the  collector  for  the  Native  States  led  to  my 
directing  this,  and  it  has  been  extended  to  the  frontier  stations  in 
other  directions. 

Crimes. 

76.  Three  cases  of  murder  were  reported,  but  unfortunately  in 
none  were  the  perpetrators  discovered. 

77*  One  case,  that  of  a  Malay  at  Alor  Gajah  who  was  shot  at 
night  while  asleep  in  a  verandah,  is  accounted  for  by  strong  ill- 
feeling  against  him  in  the  neighbourhood. 

78.  The  second  is  that  of  a  Chinese  vegetable-planter  at 
Serkham,  who  probably  was  murdered  for  the  small  property  in 
his  possession. 

79.  The  third  case  is  that  of  an  infant  found  drowned  at  the 
sea-beach  wrapped  up  in  clothing. 

80.  One  case  of  culpable  lioinicide,  one  of  gang  robbery,  and 
one  of  housebreaking  were  discovered  and  punished.  A  com- 
plaint of  gang  robbery  at  Sungei  Bharu  was  made,  but  there  is 
reason  to  suspect  that  it  was  fake  and  made  to  cover  the  dis* 
appearance  of  property  entrusted  to  the  complainant  The  case 
has  never  been  cleared  up ;  the  detective  powers  of  the  police  are 
not  strong. 

Coroner's  Inquests. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Accidental  death   ... 

28 

29 

15 

30 

17 

Drinking,  excessive 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Drowned,  found    -            -            - 

3 

— 

— 

6 

1 

Fclodese            ... 

6 

2 

1 

7 

2 

Homicide  -           -           -           - 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Inanition  -            - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Murder     -           -            -           - 

2 

2 

2 

5 

3 

Natural  caotes 

IS 

10 

23 

16 

4 

Open  Yerdicts        -           .            - 

1 

12 

6 

1 

— 

Shot,  found           -           .           - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Suicide  while  insane 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

5S 

56 

47 

68 

31 
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Secret  Societies, 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Chinese: 

GheeHin     - 

8,281 

4.524 

4,786 

8,652 

4,438 

Do.,      Macao 

404 

454 

454 

274 

346 

GheeBu 

592 

640 

646 

Suppressed. 

Hok'Beng    - 

2,403 

2,751 

2,836 

Ditto. 

HeiSaD        .           .           . 

504 

559 

583 

836 

402 

Total 

7,184 

8,928 

9,305 

4,262 

5,186 

81.  Nothing  of  any  importance  occurred  with  regard  to  these 
societies.  The  superintendent  reports  as  to  the  flag  societies 
amongst  the  Malays  that  "  they  seem  to  have  died  out,*'  but  I 
have  reason  to  believe  that  he  is  over-sanguine  in  this  view,  as, 
although  they  work  in  a  less  open  manner  than  formerly,  they 
still  exist  and  have  recognised  headmen.  The  movement  is  in 
fact  reviving  and  requires  to  be  dealt  with. 


Hackney  Carriages^ 

82.  The  condition  of  these  can  hardly  be  called  satisfactory, 
the  demand  for  them  is  not  great,  and  both  carriages  and  the 
ponies  employed  are  bad.  The  charges  demanded  are  generally 
unreasonable.  The  powers  for  regulating  hackney  carriages  and 
fares  should,  I  think,  be  extended  to  country  districts  as  well  as 
town. 

Contagious  Diseases  Ordinance. 

83.  Return  of  women  r^stered  under  the  Ordinance  : — 


— 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Chinese 

73 

95 

83 

82 

116 

Malay 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Indian 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Japanese 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Total   - 

74 

96 

83 

82 

122 
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84.  The  biuldingB  formerly  used  as  brothels,  which  were  in  a       Straits 
deplorable   condition,  have   been  vacated,  and  a  new  range   of  Settlements. 
buildings  with  proper  sanitary  arrangements  built  and  occupied.         Mjllacca. 

Education. 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Boy$. 

High  School          -            -           - 
French  Mission  School,  St.  Francis 
Portuguese  Mission,  Tranqaerah  - 
BandaHilir           .            -            - 
Vernacular 

276 

135 

32 

31 

796 

275 

101 

83 

32 

1,487 

303 

130 

31 

1,706 

308 

164 

33 

2,097 

304 

174 

41 

2,045 

Girls, 

TheConyent         -            .           - 
Tranquerah           _            -            - 
Malacca  Girls'  School 
Vernacular            -           -           - 

70 
31 
19 

95 
32 
16 

94 
32 
18 

101 
39 
16 
39 

103 

52 

17 
112. 

Total 

1,890 

2,021 

2,314 

2,797 

2,848 

85.  The  total  average  enrolment  has' again  increased  for  the 
year,  although  there  is  a  slight  falling  off  in  the  High  School  and 
the  vernacular  schools  for  boys. 

86.  The  vernacular  schools  for  girls  are  showing  a  very 
appreciable  increase. 

87.  I  have  no  doubt  that  education  will  steadily  increase,  and 
that  its  advantage  will  be  more  and  more  appreciated  as  its  effects 
are  seen.  Personally  I  am  more  for  pushing  this  by  gentle  means 
and  persuasion  than  by  compulsion.  I  should  like  to  see  more 
frequent  visits  of  inspection  if  it  could  be  managed  by  the  Inspector 
of  Schools. 

Medical. 

Hospital, 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Bemauiing  from  1885 
AdmissionP,  1886       .          •          - 

9 
225 

2 
69 

119 
795 

2 
20 

5 
5 

"l 

137 
1,U6 

Total  •          •          • .        - 

234 

71 

914 

22 

10 

1 

1,262 

Discharged     •         •         •          - 
Abscondod      -          •          -          . 
Transferred    -         -          -          - 
Died 

221 

71 

677 
3 

109 

19 

1 
1 

4 

1 

990 

4 

4 

116 

Total- 

227 

71 

789 

19 

6 

1 

1.113 

Bemoining  under  treatmeut 

7 

— 

126 

8 

4 

— 

139 

Tota  .         -         -         . 

234 

71 

914 

22 

10 

1 

1.252 

sionB      -         ■         •         • 

2'12 

- 

11-74 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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Statement  shomiig  Total  Number  of  Cases  treated  in  all  the 
Hospitals. 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Admissions 

- 

M39 

1,088 

1,179 

1,254 

1.115 

Discharged 

1,218 

921 

924 

1,040 

986 

Absconded 

- 

91 

22 

11 

10 

4 

Transferred 

- 

— 

7 

— 

8 

4 

Died 

of  deaths  to 

•           • 

291 

163 

238 

171 

115 

Fer-centage 
admissions 

18*90 

15-05 

20-18 

18-68 

10-81 

(The  difference  in  number  is  accounted  for  by  the  cases  remuning  at  the  end  of 
each  year.) 

88.  The  Settlement  has  been  remarkably  healthy  during  the 
year.  No  epidemics  have  occurred,  and  only  one  case  of  small- 
pox was  treated  in  the  hospital.  The  per-centage  of  death-rates 
was  also  lower  than  in  the  previous  year,  being  in  the  General 
Hospital  2*12  as  against  2*15,  and  11*96  as  against  16*12  in  tlie 
Pauper  Hospital. 

89.  I  have  visited  the  hospitals  frequently  and  unexpectedly, 
and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  record  my  satisfaction  as  to  their 
general  neatness,  cleanliness,  and  order, 

90.  The  subscriptions  towards  the  Pauper  and  Leper  Hospitals 
amounted  to  ;$228.  For  some  time  such  subscriptions  have  been 
less  than  they  should  be,  but  this  year  it  has  been  agreed  that 
cultivators,  in  consideration  of  the  benefit  they  derive  from  the 
hospitals  to  those  in  their  employ,  have  agreed  to  subscribe  a  fixed 
contribution  ofSl  for  each  100  acres  held  by  them. 


Births  and  Deaths. 


— 

1S82. 

1883. 

1884.    .       1885. 

1886. 

Births 
Deaths 

1,896 
8,980 

2,142 
2,852 

2,718 
2,784 

2,715 
2,465 

8,205 
2,468 

91.  I'he  return    of   births  is  considerably,  greater    than  the 
previous  year,  while  the  return  of  deaths  is  smaller  in  proportion. 
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Vaccination, 


1883. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Cases  -            -           . 
Per-centage  successful 

1,400 
72*50 

1,760 
70 

2,801 
87 '50 

3,083 
80 

2,606 
80*58 

Straits 
Settlbmen'ts. 

Malacca. 


92.  The  returns  for  the  yenr  have  fallen  off ;  the  work  was 
hiterrupted  and  rather  thrown  out  of  order  by  the  iUness  and 
death  of  one  vaccinator ;  the  pcr-centage  of  successful  cases  is, 
however,  slightly  better  than  last  year. 

Out'door  Dispensary. 


1885. 

1886. 

Cases  treated          -            -           . 

1,076 

1,425 

93.  The  Out-door  Dispensary  having  only  been  opened  in 
February  1885,  there  is  not  room  for  comparison,  but  it  is 
reported  to  have  done  good  work.  The  number  of  cases  attended 
was  1,425  as  against  1,076  in  1885.  The  receipts  were  ;^201.60, 
being  less  than  last  year,  but  the  institution  is  intended  as  a  help  to 
the  poorer  people.  The  Colonial  Surgeon,  however,  complains  that 
it  takes  his  chief  apothecary  too  ir.uch  away  from  the  hospitals. 

Meteorological. 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Rainfail. 

Inche$, 

Inches, 

Inches, 

Inches, 

Inches, 

ATerage  for  the  year 

66*19 

91'15 

78-04 

67-71 

71-95 

Highest  in  any  district      - 

— 

— 

84*11 

77-74 

90-76 

Lowest  in  any  district 

— 

— 

58-87 

39*16 

50-96 

Greatest  fall  in  24  honn  - 

2-85 

4-32 

6-11 

4-29 

4-80 

One  station  of 
observation  only. 

94.  The  rainfall  for  the  entire  year  has  been  registered  at  10 
stations.  Nine  others  were  established  during  the  year,  from 
which,  of  course,  partial  returns  only  could  be  obtained. 
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Straits  95.  TS)ie  rainfall  for  the  year  has  again  been  lower  than  it 

Settlements,  gj^^^jj  j^^^     Afl  the  Principal  CivU  Medical  Officer  furnishes  com- 
Maljlcoa.     plete  returns  for  the  Colony  it  is  useless  to  repeat  tbem  here. 

Savings  Bank. 
Statement  of  the  Work  of  the  Bank, 


1882. 

1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Number  of  accounts  opened 

11 

9 

10 

19 

Amount  depoated 

00 
00 

1,050 

1,533 

1,864 

2,945 

Amount  withdrawn 

1 

208 

765 

1,666 

1,598 

Amount  to  the  credit  of  depositors, 
including  interest,  at  the  end  of 
the  year             -           -           - 

1 

868 

1,680 

1,981 

8,475 

96.  The  bank  has  been  more  patronised  this  year  than  in  any 
preceding  one,  and  I  hope  that  its  advantages  are  at  last  beginning 
to  be  understood. 

LiBRABT. 


— 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Beceipts 

#874 

#1,028 

#994 

#1,246 

#960 

Expenditure    - 

/881 

#892 

#996 

#1,408 

#965 

Number  of  subscribers 

27 

40 

41 

40 

39 

Do.        visitors      - 

No  Record. 

2,500 

3,000 

97.  The  receipts  in  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


Government  contribution     - 

^ 

^ 

500 

C. 

00 

Subscriptions  received 

- 

- 

459 

90 

Balance  from  1885  - 

34 

960 

24 

The  expenditure : — 

c. 

Salaries,  &c. 

388 

50 

Purchase     of    books     and 

papers     -             -             - 

532 

40 

Contingencies 

44 

57 

Qfi.^ 

A*7 

Being  an  excess  over  receipts  of 


5     23 


but  this  was  covered  by  subscriptions  due  remaining  unpaid  on 
31st  December. 
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98.  It  IS  hoped  that  Government  may  be  induced  to  increase 
the  grant-in-aid,  as  it  is  smaller  in  proportion  than  that  given 
either  to  Singapore  or  Penang. 

The  Committee  desire  if  possible  to  add  standard  works  to  the 
library,  but  require  further  help  to  do  so. 

99.  The  community  being  so  small  the  subscriptions  were  fixed 
at  one  dollar  a  month,  but  in  order  to  extend  the  benefit  of  the 
library  to  those  who  may  find  this  charge  too  high,  it  has  been 
resolved  to  allow  a  subscription  of  50  cents  monthly,  with  fewer 
advantages  as  to  periodicals. 


STJttAJT3 

Settlements. 
Malacca. 


Municipal. 
Revenue, 


1882. 

188S. 

1884. 

1886. 

1886. 

Ajseisment,  houses   • 

c 
42 

11,484 

0. 

97 

9,103 

c. 
93 

12,079 

c. 
61 

10,764    70 

Assessment*  lands 

1.487 

47 

1,656 

06 

1,888 

86 

1,008 

67 

1,418    72 

Taxes,    pritttte    car- 
riages- 

1494 

96 

1,281 

62 

1,247 

19 

1,184 

02 

1,187    64 

Taxes,  hackney   car- 
ria«et- 

1,602 

29 

1.784 

80 

1,628 

68 

1,439 

02 

1,782    20 

Taxes,  carts     - 

7,404 

28 

8,760 

62 

7,868 

96 

8321 

60 

8,309    66 

Licenses,  trades 

1,866 

60 

1.484 

00 

1,878 

50 

1,928 

00 

1,910    00 

Miscellaneous  - 

96S 

97 

886 

41 

1,622 

46 

627 

17 

2.040    64 

Total  revenue   - 

25,444 

88 

27,188 

47 

24,232 

96 

27.088 

79 

27,398   6 

Expenditure, 


1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

Salaries - 

#       c. 

3,090    99 

#          0. 

4,190    00 

^ 

c. 
76 

4,354 

c. 
62 

4^730    40 

Allowances      -         • 

1,663    61 

2,147    13 

1,969 

63 

2,061 

64 

2.877    79 

Contribution  fbr  police 

8,600    00 

3,600    00 

3,600 

00 

8300 

00 

8,600    00 

Contingencies  - 

1,185    71 

1,828    17 

865 

69 

973 

39 

836    47 

Lighting 

2,789    87 

1,290    72 

1,823 

93 

3,929 

32 

4,278    16 

Roads,    streets,   and 
bridges 

15,246    60 

13.899    25 

11,960 

66 

10.643 

62 

10.794    03 

Works  and  buildings- 

90    76 

84    51 

143 

46 

44 

71 

168    83 

Special  expenditure  - 

2.439    78 

425    45 

1322 

19 

1.643 

31 

67    88 

Interest  on  loan 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,187    50 

Total  expenditure 

30,107    81 

26.465    23 

26,481 

12 

27,160 

61 

29,026    06 

100.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  statements,  the  revenue  of  the 
municipality  just  suflSces  for  the  ordinary  expenditure  for  cleansing 
and  lighting  the  town,  but  leaves  very  little  margin  for  any  work 
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of  importance.  Up  to  the  present  time  assessment  has  only  been 
enforced  within  a  limit  of  four  miles  from  the  town,  but  steps  are 
being  taken  to  levy  it  beyond  this. 

101.  In  1884  and  1885  the  Commissioners  obtained  a  loan  of 
of  625,000  from  Government  for  the  purpose  of  improving  the 
drainage  of  the  town  ;  much,  however,  remains  to  be  done,  and  the 
completion  of  this  important  work  is  dependent  on  further  loans. 

102.  The  principal  streets  are  fairly  well  lighted,  and  additional 
lamps  have  been  set  up.  Alterations  in  widening  and  improving 
corners  of  streets  are  regularly  made  as  opportunity  and  means 
permit. 

103.  The  roads  within  a  radius  of  two  miles  of  town  are  kept 
up  by  the  municipality,  but  I  should  be  glad  to  see  improvement 
in  this  respect.  The  roads  are  far  from  being  as  well  kept  as 
might  be  desired. 

104.  An  illuminated  clock  has  been  presented  to  the  town  and 
set  up  by  Mr.  Tan  Jak  Kim,  to  replace  a  former  one,  given  by  his 
father,  which  was  worn  out 


PeNAN'O. 


Native  States. 

105.  The  native  states  have  been  separately  reported  upon  this 
year.  I  need  only  say  that  their  development,  of  which  there  are 
most  hopeful  signs,  is  as  much  to  be  desired  for  the  sake  of  Malacca 
as  for  their  own  interest,  opening  as  it  will  a  fresh  field  for  trade 
and  enterprise. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        E.  E.  Isemonobr, 

Acting  Kesident  Councillor. 


STEAITS  SETTLEMENTS. 


PENANG. 


No.  13. 

Administrator  J.  F.  Dickson  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Singapore, 
Sir,  May  25,  1887. 

I  HAVG  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  copies  of  the  Ad- 
ministration Report,  Fenang,  for  the  year  1886. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        J.  F.  Dickson, 
Administering  the  Government. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  H.  T.  HoUand,  Bart.,  M.P.,  G.C.M.G. 

&C.  &C.  &C 
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Administbation  Report,  Penako,  1886. 


Colonial  Revenue  and  Expendituke. 

Revenue,  Expenditure,  Surplus. 

1.  The  Colonial  revenue  received  in  Penang .  during  1886 
amounted  to  J^l, 2 16,688.  The  expenditure  for  the  jear,  including 
^62,064  for  Penang  charges  defrayed  by  the  Crown  Agenu  in 
London,  amounted  to  ;$(977,529.  There  was  an  apparent  surplus 
therefore  in  the  year's  transactions  of  J^239,159« 


Straxts 
EnruMXHTs. 

Peitano. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure,  1885  and  1886. 

2.  A  comparative  statement  of  the  revenue  and  expenditure 
for  1885  and  1886  is  given  in  the  Appendix  A. 

Land  Revenue. 

3.  The  land  revenue  receipts  for  1885  and  1886  are  shown  in 
the  following  table : — 


- 

1885. 

1886. 

Premium  on  leases  -           .           • 
Bents         .... 
Miscellaneons        ... 

970 
22,244 
12,405 

t 
4,479 

26,670 

15,067 

Total 

35,619 

46,216 

Further  reference  to  this  branch  of  the  revenue  will  be  foimd 
below  under  the  head ''  Crown  Lands." 

Revenue  and  Expenditure^  1885  and  1886. 

4.  The  total  revenue  and  the  total  expenditure  for  1886,  as 
compared  with  the  revenue  and  expenditure  for  1885,  are  shown 
in  the  following  statement : — 


1885. 

1886. 

1885.   . 

1886. 

OrdinaryreTenne 

Beach  Street  re- 
imbursements 

g 
1,018,006 

186,282 

1,034,921 
181,767 

Ordinary  ex- 
penditore. 

Beach  Street 
Works. 

Total 

851,955 
182,016 

899,686 
77,843 

Total 

1,199,288 

1,216,688 

983,971 

977,529 

0     51507. 
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Farms  or  Licenses, 

5.  The  following  statement  shows  the  rents  obtained  from  the 
principal  ''  Farms "  (claased  as  ''  Licenses "  in  the  accounts)  at 
the  last  three  triennial  lettings: — 


1880-88. 

1888-65. 

1886-88. 

Opium     -           .           - 
Spiriti     - 
Pawnbrokers 

g 

440,640 

178,500 

88,112 

g 

480,000 

216,000 

42,000 

g 

582,000 

240,000 

54,000 

Total     - 

657,258 

788,000 

876,000 

Stamps. 

6.  The   following  statement   gives  particulars  of  the   stamp 
revenue  for  the  past  three  years : — 


1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

g 

g 

g 

Fees  of  office  :— 

AdheidTe        -           .           - 

6,998 

7,872 

12,759 

Inquressed       -           •      .     - 

— 

— 

2,825 

BeTenne : — 

Adhesiye 

19,889 

19,504 

13,888 

Impiessed      ... 

85,220 

48,744 

46,726 

Judicial :~ 

AdhesiTe       . 

18,968 

-21,692 

24,292 

Probate:— 

Adhetiye        ... 

8,291 

5,801 

15,998 

Impressed       .        .  • 

— 

2,135 

8,211 

Total        - 

88,811 

99,748 

124,699 

7.  A  suggested  improvement  in  the  system  of  checking  the 
receipts  of  revenue  from  impressed  stamps  (by  requiring  that  such 
stamps  should  be  impressed  wer  adhesive  stamps  ^  the  same 
value^  the  issue  of  which  latter  being  of  course  easily  checkable  by 
<*  stock-books  ")  is  now  under  consideration. 

8.  As  stated  in  my  Report  for  1885, 1  consider  the  ^'  adhesive 
stamp  ^  system,  pur  et  simple^  to  be  an  unsafe  way  of  collecting 
revenue ;  and  I  would  suggest  the  advisability  of  still  further 
reducing  the  scope  of  the  system— (1)  by  transferring  some  of  the 
items  on  which  revenue  is  still  so  paid  to  the  *^  impressed  stamp  " 
category ;  and  (2)  by  requiring  the  fees  in  respect  of  other  items 
to  be  paid  in  cash,  and  thus  bringing  them  under  the  ordinary 
audit  office  checks. 

Public  Works. 

9.  The  only  items  of  expenditure  that  call  for  partictilar 
remark  are  *^ works  and  buildings''  and  '* roads,  streets^  and 
bridges  "  and  (it  is  convenient  to  state  this  separately  from  ordi- 
nary '<  works  ")  the  Beach  Street  reclamation. 
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Beach  Street  Reclamation. 

10.  The  reclamation  of  the  foreshore  in  front  of  Beach  Street^ 
George  Town,  was  begun  in  October,  1883,  and  (with  the 
exception  of  the  piers  to  be  constructed  opposite  the  ends  of  the 
ghauts  running  down  to  the  quay  from  Beach  Street)  the 
work  was  completed  in  December,  1886.  The  length  of  the  quay 
wall  b  5,104  feet ;  the  average  width  of  the  land  reclaimed  is 
about  250  feet ;  and  the  area  of  the  reclaimed  land  is  about  25 
acres.  "^ 

11.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  work  was  ^$520,000/.  The  actual 
ex^nditure  to  the  end  of  1886  was  nearly  $420,000.  The 
estimated  cost  of  the  piers  above  referred  to,  now  in  course  of 
construction,  is  about  ;^40,000. 

12.  The  calculated  amount  of  the  reimbursemeuts  on  account 
of  the  work  by  the  Beach  Street  proprietors  was  $430,854.  The 
amount  received  on  thb  account  up  to  the  close  of  1886  (exclusive 
of  $4,725  for  interest  on  arrears)  was  ^^363,324. 

13.  The  project  of  an  intermediate  road,  running  parallel  to  the 
quay  and  half-way  between  the  line  of  the  quay  and  the  line  of 
Beach  Street  (referred  to  in  my  report  for  1885),  remains  at 
present  in  abeyance,  in  oonsequence  oi  the  want  of  accord  among 
the  holders  of  the  properties  which  the  road  would  traverse. 

Works  and  Buildings. 

14.  Exclusive  of  the  '^  reclamation,"  the  expenditure  for  works 
and  buildings  in  1886  amounted  to  $156,385,  against  $195,494  in 
1885.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  principal 
works : — 


Stjuxts 
Sbtiliicbvts. 

Pjbxano. 


Total 

Paid 

Paid 

estimated 

prior  to 

in  1886. 

cost. 

1886. 

Qaarten  for  Resident  SnrgeoD,  General 

$ 

$ 

$ 

Hosi^tal        .... 

7,660 

— 

7,648 

Quarters  for  Assistant  Saperinteadent 

of  Police  at  Battenrorth 

8,600 

— 

8,600 

Police  Barracks  at  Bntterworth 

18,680 

6,000 

7,630 

Polioe  Banraoks  at  Brick-kiln  Road       - 

10,160 

6,000 

6,160 

Improrements  to  Prangin  ditch 

26,100 

24,162 

980 

Powder  magazine,  Polau  Jer^Jak 

5,000 

1,810 

8,120 

Vemacalar  schools       -           -           - 

6,000 

— 

6,000 

Iron  jettT,  George  Town 
NIbong  TCbal  water  supply 

39,987 

1,046 

16 

26,186 

1,186 

24,999 

Prevention  of  River  Muda  floods 

21,790 

11,790 

10,000 

New  Goremment  offices 

260,000 

10,162 

17,817 

Nibong  Tfbal  Waterworks. 

15.  The  Nibong  Tebal  Waterworks,  Province  Wellesley,  have 
recentlv  been  completed  at  a  total  cost  of  about  ;^27,000.  M 
stated  m  the  last  year's  report^  the  supply  is  taken  from  a  stream 

M  2 
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Snum  near  Bukit  Pancbor.  The  reservoir  is  about  55  feet  above  the 
SiTTMiiwfTS.  g^  leveJ,  and  the  supply  is  brought  to  the  village  by  a  seven-inch 
main  of  about  24,000  feet  in  length.  It  is  believed  that  the 
water  will  be  sufficient  not  merely  for  the  wants  of  the  village 
of  Nibong  Tgbal,  but  will  be  available  for  the  supply,  by  means 
of  water-boats,  of  the  village  of  Teluk  Epil,  in  Trans-Krian,  and 
other  places  on  the  river. 

Bonds,  Streets^  and  Bridges. 

16.  The  expenditure  for  "roads,  streets,  and  bridges**  in  1886 
amounted  to  p00,164,  against  ;5(123,944  in  1885.  The  following 
are  the  principal  works  : — 


Total 

estimated 

cost 

Paid 
prior  to 

1886. 

Paid 
in  1886. 

Re-metalling  road  firem  Kwala  Pnu  to 
BatuTengah             ... 

16,100 

7,998 

$ 

8,095 

Metalling  road    from   Sungei    Bakap 
Ho9pital  to  Ntbong  TSbal      - 

80,550 

—. 

10,550 

Improrements  to  road  near  Byan  Lepas 

S,100 

"^ 

3,099 

Replacing  five  decayed  timber  bridges 
by  iron  girder  bridges 

5,800 

— 

5,199 

Constmcting  Snd  daai  road  ta  Trans- 
Krtan 

38,000 

4,999 

9,999 

Constmcting    new    road    from     Noir 
Sebatang    vid  Padang  Manorah    to 
KnbangSenAng       •           •           • 

5,000 

^^ 

5,000 

Metalline  road    from  Bagan  Ajam  to 
Sungei  Fuyu             .           .           . 

4,900 

— 

4,300 

Construction   of    bill    road  to    Ralik 
Pulan  by  Obinting  Pass 

81,500 

68,009 

10,490 

Constmcting  a  nused  patb  at  Arra  Knda 

SOO 

— 

800 

Drainage  improvements  at  Balik  Pidau 

8,107 

— 

3,109 

Thk  Municipality. 

Sources  of  Revenue.     Scope  of  Duties. 

17.  The  position  of  the  Municipality,  in  regard  to  the  sources 
of  its  revenue  and  the  scope  of  its  duties,  remains  as  stated  in 
paragraphs  21  and  22  of  m^  Beport  for  1885  ;  but  a  Bill  is  now 
under  consideration  bj  which  the  Municipality  will  be  restricted, 
in  both  respects,  to  the  town  and  suburbs  of  George  Town,  with 
possibly  the  adjacent  country  districts  (within  a  fiye^mile  radhis) 
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Iving  between  the  hills  and  the  sea,  from  Tanjong  Tokong  to       St&ajts 

^  -      ^-  '  .    .  ^  SBTTLBMBNI8. 


Si 


ungei  Glugor.  This  course  was  suggested  in  my  report^  as 
Acting  Lieutenant-Governor^  for  1 879,  and  I  am  still  quite  of 
opinion  that  it  is  the  advisable  course*  The  present  arrangement 
under  which  the  ^f  unicipality  levy  assessment  over  the  whole 
Settlement  while  the  Government  undertakes  the  Province  roads 
and  such  important  works  (properly  chargeable  to  the  rates)  as 
the  new  road  to  Balik  Pulau,  the  waterworks  at  Balik  Pulau 
and  Nibong  TSbal;  and  the  improvement  of  the  Prangin  Canal, 
is  altogether  anomalous.  While  as  regards  the  conservancy  of 
the  country  villages,  the  Commissioners  (except  so  far  as  they  are 
Government  oflBcers)  are  not  in  a  position  to  acquire  that  local 
knowledge  which  they  are  especially  relied  on  to  contribute. 

Accounts. 

18.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  the  accounts  of  the 
Municipality  for  1886.  A  more  detailed  statement  is  given  in  the 
Appendix  B. 


0rdixuu7  r«venae 

-     199,581 

Ordinary  expenditure 

Town  drainage 

Newmarket  .           .           - 

New  Prangin  bath-house 

g 

169,725 

18,027 

8,554 

2.886 

Total   - 

198,642 

Balance,  1st  Janoaiy  1SS6 

-       20,866 
•       30,982 

GoremmeDt  loan  repaid 
PriTate  loan  repaid    - 
Ad?anoes       ... 
Special  deposit  with  Bank     - 
Balance,  81st  december  1886 

Total    - 

io,ooa 

10,000^ 

20.200 

1,094 

16,448 

Total    - 

•     251,879 

251,879 

PXKAKO. 


OuUtandlng  Loans. 

19.  The  balance  that  remained  due  to  Government  on  the  31st 
December  1886  in  respect  of  loans  was  j$|l  87,500^  beaiing 
interest  at  5  per  cent.  The  balance  at  that  date  in  respect  of 
private  loans  at  6  per  cent,  was  $20,000.  Of  the  latter,  loans 
to  the  amount  of  ;$14,000jiave  unoe  been  paid  oflT,  and  the 
remainder  will  be  paid  off  in  the  course  of  this  year. 

Town  and  Suburban  Drainage. 

PaZam  Garam  District, 

20.  The  Carnavon  Street  sewer,  with  the  Chulia  Street  branches, 
has  been  completed  at  a  cost  of  $27,118,  and  the  system  of  side 
channels  in  connexion  with  the  sewers  has  been  partly  carried 
out  at  a  cost  of  $3,173.  The  completion  of  this  portion  of  the 
work  (at  an  estimated  cost  of  $20,000)  is  postponed  to  1888  for 
want  of  funds* 
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Beach  Street  District 

21.  Open  drains  (but  covered  over  with  granite  slabs  with  one- 
inch  intervals)  are  now  being  constructed  down  the  seven 
''ghauts  **  running  from  Beach  Street  to  the  sea,  across  the  newly 
reclamed  land,  at  an  estimatecl  cost  of  about  $\9fiOO.  The 
expenditure  in  levelling  and  metalling  the  ghauts  is  estimated  at 
about  ^fiOO. 

Bemaininff  Town  Districts. 

22.  The  drainage  of  the  remaining  dbtricts  of  the  **  Town " 
area,  which,  as  stated  in  mv  Report  lor  1885,  is  considered  as 
bounded  by  the  line  of  the  Prangin  ditch  and  the  transfer  road 
may  be  estimated  at  about  J$!80,000 ;  but  this  portion  of  the  work 
is  postponed  to  1888  for  want  of  funds. 

Suburban  Districts* 

23.  Improvements  are  required  to  the  main  suburban  outlet 
drains  as  follows : — 

Pfirak,  Pangkor  Road  ...  2,700 

Seang  Tek  Road  -  -            -            -  940 

McAlisler  Road   -  -            -            -  1,010 

Burma  Road         -  ^            .            -  1,200 

Total  -  -  -     6,650 

These  works  also  stand  postponed  to  1888  for  want  of  funds. 

Tramways. 

24.  In  1885  an  Ordinance,  No.  IX.,  was  passed  to  provide  for 
the  construction,  maintenance,  and  working  of  tram  wavs  in  Prince 
of  Wales'  Island.  The  lines  at  present  constructed,  in  course  of 
construction,  or  contemplated  are :— * 

Miles. 

(1.)  From  the  jetty  along  Weld  Quay  to  the  junction 
near  the  Prison  (contemplated  aiid  opened  for 
traffic  on  the  2nd  February  1887)    -  -      2'75 

(2.)  From  the  junction  to  the  foot  of  Government 
Hill  (will  probably  be  opened  for  traffic  in  the 
course  of  a  month)  -  -  -  -      ^-^ 

(3.)  From  the  junction  to  the  village  of  Ayer  Hitam 

(date  of  completion  uncertain)  -  -      2*70 

25.  Trains  were  allowed  to  be  run  on  the  second  section  during 
the  days  ^n  February)  of  the  Hindoo  Festival  "  Tai-Pusum. 
During  that  month  the  number  of  passengers,  so  far  as  it  could  be 
ascertained,  nvas,  I  am  informed,  over  49|000.  The  passengers  in 
March  are  stated  to  have  amounted  to  over  57,000,  and  during 
the  first  half  of  April  to  over  24,000* 

26.  The  inhabitants  of  the  districts  traversed  and  approached 
by  the  Burma  Road  have  recently  applied  to  the  promoters  for  a 
line  to  be  laid  along  that  thoroughfare. 
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Population,  Public  Health. 
Births  and  Deaths^ 


Stxaits 

8aTTLBliBVT& 


27.  The  births  and  deaths  in  1885  and  1886  were  aa  follows : —        ^^^' 


Birtbi. 

Deaths. 

1885. 

1888. 

1885. 

1886. 

Chinese     -           -           -           - 

602 

682 

2,821 

2,934 

Malays      .... 

2,715 

8,084 

2,065 

2,507 

Tamils       .           .           .           - 

424 

465 

875 

980 

Other  nationaUties 

104 

127 

120 

121 

Total 

8,845 

4,358 

5,881 

6,492 

Deaths  and  Death-Rates. 

28.  The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  deaths  and  the 
death-ratesi  in  188^  1885,  and  1886.  The  rates  have  been  calcu- 
lated on  the  figures  of  the  census  1881 : — 


jli 

Deaths. 

Death-rates. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

1884. 

1886. 

1886. 

Fenang;  George  Town 
Penang  Country 
Province  Welledey  - 

46.684 
97.294 

1.294 
S.27B 

1,026 
8,094 
2,161 

2,881 
1,414 
2,697 

50-8 
27-7 
28-8 

86-7 
44-8 
22-8 

53-7 
30-2 
97-8 

Total    . 

188;346 

6,797 

6381 

6,492 

80-7 

86-6 

84-4 

.  29,  The  wide  difierence  between  the  death-rates  for  1885,  in 
respect  of  George  Town  and  the  country  districts  of  the  Island, 
and  the  similar  rates  for  1884  and  1886  is  probably  due  to  some 
error  in  the  classification  for  1885. 


IIosp  a  Is. 

30.  The  reports  of  tlie  public  hospitals  for  the  years  1885  and 
1886  give  the  following  results: — 


1886. 


Csees 
treated. 


Deaths. 


Rat^per 
MiUe. 


1886. 


Cases 
treated. 


Deaths. 


Bate  per 
MiUeT 


General  Hospital  :— 
Bnropeant  • 

Natives      «^ 

Prison  Hospital   • 

Lock  Hospital      • 

Pauper  Hospital  • 

District  Hoepitals:— 
fialikPnlaa 

Province  Welleslej 

Leper  Hospital.  Palau  Jer«iak 


ish 

829 

87 

1,006 

21289 

478 

1,881 

208 


3 

27 
6 

419 

67 
78 
86 


19 
88 
67 

188 
129 

418 


189 

6 

896 

80 

89 

12 

1,061 

1 

2,172 

816 

414 

88 

1,790 

88 

197 

71 

87 
88 

134 
1 

146 

79 

46 

830 
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Bnufn  31.  The  deaths  from  beri-beri  at  the  pauper  hospital  daring- 

Qvmxiam.  ^  Jug^  gf^  years  (there  were  none  in  the  three  preceding  yeara) 
have  been  as  follows  :-^ 


PaiTAiro, 


1881 
1882 
1883 


1884 

1885 

1886 

54 
172 
100 


32.  In  1 87  9-80,  when  I  was  acting  here  as  Lieutenant-Governor, 
and  again  in  January  1884,  when  I  was  acting  as  Colonial  Secretary, 
I  brou^  to  the  notice  of  the  Government  facts  in  r^ard  to  the 
mortality  in  the  prisons  which  seemed  to  point  some  connexion, 
in  the  nature  of  cause  and  effect,  between  deficient  nutrition  and 
the  disease  beri-beri;  and  I  am  still  disposed  to  believe  that 
imperfect  nutrition,  arising  from  a  dietary  deficient  in  albuminates 
and  potash  salts,  may  be  the  primary  cause  of  the  disease.  But 
the  (usease  once  set  on  foot  and  intensified,  I  am  by  no  means 
{irepared  to  say  that  it  may  not  be  communicable  (by  infection  or 
contagion  or  by  contamination  of  food  or  water)  even  to  thoroughly 
well-nourbhed  persons.*  That  it  is  so  communicable  in  the 
case  of  persons  predisposed  to  the  disease  by  the  use  of  such 
defective  dietaries  I  am  myself  indhied  to  believe.  The  Colonial 
Surgeon,  Dr.  Hampshire,  is  strongly  of  this  opinion,  and  points 
to  the  fact  that  when,  in  April  1880,  a  number  of  prisoners  (186) 
suffering  from  beri-beri  were  sent  to  Penang  from  Singapore  the 
disease  ^  ran  tlirough  the  gaol  like  measles." 

33.  The  question  of  a  revision  of  the  dietary  given  to  the  natives 
in  the  Pauper  and  Dbtriot  Hospitals  is  now  under  consideration. 
The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  present  scale,  which  may  be 
compared  with  the  prison  scales.     See  paragraph  100. 


Alba- 
minates. 

Fats. 

Carbo- 
Hjdrates. 

Salts. 

Grains. 

Gndns. 

Grains. 

Grains. 

Bicef. 

SS 

ounces 

612 

9S 

10,192 

61 

Fresh  fiflht     - 

3 

n 

289 

88 

— 

13 

Fresh  mett  (&t  pork)t 

3 

M 

129 

642 

— 

SO 

Vegetablcs§   - 

6 

*» 

5 

18 

152 

IS 

DhoDII 

■  • 

ft 

72 

6 

174 

8 

Cocoanot  oilf 

ff 

— . 

21S 

... 

... 

Salt** 

n 

«. 

.. 

-.. 

— 

Curry  stofPf  f 

- 

ff 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1,057 

1,015 

10,518 

180 

*  I  have,  howeTer,  heard  no  case  of  the  medical  officers  or  hospital  attendants 
contracting  the  disease. 

t  Six  ounces  of  the  rice  are  giTcn  in  the  form  of  "  Coogee."  The  remaining 
22  onnces  wiU  weigh  ahoat  44  oonces  when  boiled. 

X  Once  a  week  foor  ounces  of  salt  fish  are  giren  instead  of  the  fresh  fish  and 
fresh  meat  The  fresh  meat  for  Chinese,  who  form  the  bulk  of  the  padents,  consists 
of  iat  pork. 

§  The  oonstitacnts  of  the  "  Tegetablss  '*  are  taken  from  an  analysis  of  **  cabbage  ** 
and  the  yaluea  are  probably  too  high. 

{I  The  constitnents  of  ''dhc^  "  are  taken  from  an  analysis  of  ''peas." 

^  1  assume  the  <* oil''  to  consist  entirely  of  ''fats."    • 

**  The  common  salt  is  no  equivalent  from  the  natural  (potash)  salts  of  the  foods. 

tt  The  curry  stuff  can  hardly  be  said  to  hare  nutritiTe  value. 
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34  The  following  entry  in  the  visitoni"  book  of  the  Pauper 
HoBpital  by  an  officer  holding  high  rank  in  the  Indian  Military 
Medical  Service  may  be  quo^  as  illostrative  of  the  satisfactory 
conditions  into  which  the  hospitals  of  the  Settlement  have  been 
brought : — 

^  Greatly  interested  in  all  that  I  have  seen,  and  consider  the 
arrangements  excellent,  and  far  in  advance  of  those  in 
native  hospitals  in  India." 

The  large  superficial  space  per  bed  (from  70  to  LOO  square  feet) 
for  whioli  Dr»  Hampshire  has  always  contended  is  a  noUceable 
feature  in  our  hospital  arrangements,  and  I  am  surprised  to  see  that 
in  the  printed  pa^rs  of  '<  Questions  "  to  which  the  Medical  Officers 
are  required  to  give  annual  replies,  there  is  no  column  for  the  '<  su- 
perfidal  space"  available  for  each  patient,  but  only  for  the 
^  cubic  space."  If,  as  Dr.  S[ampshire  has  pointed  out,  the  beds 
are  crowded  too  dose  together,  evil  «rill  result;  no  matter  to 
what  extent  ^  cubic  space  '  is  afforded,  vertically,  by  increasing 
the  height  of  the  wards. 

35.  Two  additional  wards,  for  50  inmates  each,  are  now  being 
built,  and  the  compound  is  being  enlarged  and  surrounded  by 
'*  unclimbable  '^  iron  fencing.  One  of  the  new  wards  will  be  a 
"prison  ward  "  (for  diseased  and  decrepit  prisoners  committed  for 
trifling  offisnces)  and  will  be  isolated  withiu  the  compound  by 
similar  fencing. 


SffEAITS 
BBTTLIlCaifTS. 

FiffAira. 


Indian  Ikhigsation. 

bnni^ration^  1685  and  1886. 

36.  The  total  number  of  Indian  immi^nta  who  arrived  in 
1886  (including  those  whose  ultimate  destination  was  Singapore 
or  the  Native  States)  was  20,390,  as  agmnst  21,510  in  1885. 

The  number  of  natives  of  India  who  returned  to  India  in  1886 
was  18,105,  as  against  13,417  in  1886. 


Statute  Immigrants. 

37.  The  numbers  of  Indian  immigrants  who  entered  into ' 
contracts"  in  1,886  we're  as  follows: — 


first 


For  wrfioe  in 

PWUBlg. 

Sing*. 

P0f6» 

P^nik. 

SHAngor. 

Sungei 
Ujong. 

Johor. 

TotaL 

Men    - 

Women 

8# 

— 

}- 

6S 

144 

141 

2,7S8 

Total  • 

n,wtt 

- 

405 

SS 

144 

141 

2,758 

'  The  Ptnang  **  dependantt "  (ehUdroB)  w«vb  SIS  in  niUBber. 
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Stkaits  58.  The  numbers  of  statute  immigrants   vho   entered  into 

SBTMJCBBTfc  afijgt  contracto'*  for  service  in  the  Settlement  in  1885  and  1886 
Tbvaho.      were : 


1885. 

1886. 

Men           .           •           .           - 
Women      -           -           .           - 
Children     ,          .          .          - 

795 

280 

38 

1,566 
849 
216 

Total 

1,058 

2,181 

39.  The  following  figures  give  the  statistics  of  the  statute  immi- 
grants employed  in  the  Settlement  (exclusive  of  children)  for  the 
year  1886  :— 


Bemained  from  previous  year 
Immigrants^  first  contracts  - 
Immigrants,  renewed  contracts 

Discharged 
Absconded 
Died 


3,229 
1,915 

186 

^  5,330 

1,025 

374 
93 
1,492 


Remained  at  close  of  year 


3,838 


Of  those  so  remaining  on  the  books  of  the  estates  on  the  31st 
December  1886  there  were : — 


At  work  - 

In  estate  hospitals 

In  Gt)vemment  hospitals 

In  gaol     - 


3,390 

257 

138 

53 

3,838 


40.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  deaths, 
desertions,  and  convictions  in  respect  of  the  several  estates  i — 
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Nombers  of 

Bate  per  1,000. 

Stkaits 
Settlements, 

* 

Death*. 

tDeier. 
tions. 

tOonvio- 
tions. 

Deaths. 

tDeeer- 
tions. 

JOonvics- 
tioiiB. 

Pekako. 

Alma  -         •         • 

165 

5 

86 

81 

80-3 

218*1 

187*8 

Byram 

427 

12 

78 

40 

28'1 

170*9 

114*7 

Batu  Kawan  • 

835 

22 

64 

450 

20*3 

76-6 

588*9 

091 

30 

146 

240 

48*4 

211*2 

847*8 

Golden  Grove 

226 

6 

61 

44 

22-1 

209*9 

m*6 

Malakoff       - 

254 

2 

50 

184 

7-8 

106*8 

527*5 

Prye   -         .         - 

6M 

18 

129 

350 

18-7 

186*8 

604-8 

Trins-KrUii  « 

229 

4 

50 

30 

17-4 

267*6 

181*0 

Total    • 

a»521 

93 

618 

i;n8 

26*4 

175*5 

877-1 

*  These  nnmben  have  been  arrived  at  by  adding  the  initial  and  final  numbers  and  dividing 
by  two.    This  will,  of  course,  only  give  a  rough  iqyproiimation  to  the  *'  daily  average." 

t  Of  the  618  deserters,  244  were  apprehended  and  sent  back  to  the  estates. 

t  The  *'  convictions  "  include  convictions  for  desertion. 

41.  The  revenue  of  the  Immigration  Department  for  the  year, 
derived  from  the  stamp  fee  of  one  dollar  on  the  coolies'  contracts^* 
appears  to  Eave  amounted  to  ;$f2,617.  The  expenditure  of  the 
Department  as  borne  in  the  estimates  for  1887  amounts  to 
^21,344;  and  to  this  must  be  added  ;^0^000  a  year  for  the  subsidy 
to  be  granted  to  the  line  of  steamers  running  between  Negapatam 
and  the  Straits.  The  time  of  the  Magistrate  at  Province  WeUesley 
is  occupied  to  the  extent  of  nearly  an  hour  a  day  on  the  average 
in  trying  cases  arising  out  of  these  contracts  (though  it  is  seldom 
that  any  defence  is  made) ;  and  in  1886,  out  of  2,925  persons 
committed  to  the  Criminal  Prison,  no  fewer  thfln  837  were  Tamil 
coolies  convicted  of  '*  desertion/'  •*  neglect  to  labour,"  and  other 
similar  offences  under  the  Ordinance.  Altogether  the  business  is 
a  costly  one  to  the  Government ;  and  in  this  respect  it  contrasts 
unfavourably  with  the  business  relating  to  the  Chinese  Immigra- 
tion.    (See  below,  paragraphs  42  to  46i) 


Chinese  Immigration. 

Immigration^  1885  and  1886. 

42.  The  total  number  of  Chinese  immigrants  in  1886  was 
57,186,  ag^st  42,142  in  1885.  Of  the  amvals  in  1886,  4,157 
went  on  direct  to  other  places,  and  the  number  that  landed  in 
the  Settlement  was  53,029,  of  whom  1,360  were  women. 

♦  The  Fee  on  the  Johor  conttacts  is,  1  understand,  paid  oyer  to  the  Johor  Govern- 
ment. 
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Stbazts 

SBTXLBMBlfTS 

FiRAiro. 


Unpaid  Pauages. 

43.  The  number  of  those  so  landed  whose  passage  money  had 
not  been  paid,  and  who  therefore  came  under  the  special  provisions 
of  the  Chinese  Immigrants  Ordinance  of  1880,  was  23,4599  sgttinst 
17,034  in  1885. 


Contracts  to  Labour. 

44.  Contracts  to  labour  were  entered  into  before  officers  of  the 
Chinese  Protectorate  to  the  number  of  24,746  in  1886,  against 
19,749  in  1885.     The  contracts  were  for  service  as  follows  : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Within  the  Settlement 

In  the  Native  tStttee 

In  Dntch  colonies  ... 

Inotherplaoee       .          .          . 

5,404 

2,241 

11,727 

877 

6,221 

5,407 

12,719 

899 

TotjJ 

19,749 

24,746 

45.  The  number  of  Chinese  coolies  committed  to  prison  for 
deserdon  and  other  breaches  of  contract  during  the  year  was  only 
49. 

46.  The  question  of  the  advisability  of  intrododng,  in  regard 
to  Chinese  indentured  coolies,  such  a  i^stem  of  inspection  of  the 
estates  on  which  they  are  employed  as  exists  at  pres^it  in  regard 
to  Indian  indentured  coolies  is  now  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Government. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure^ 

47.  From  August,  1886,  the  stamp  fee  on  contract  to  labour 
beyond  the  Colony  and  the  Native  States  was  (as  suggested  by 
the  Assistant  Protector)  raised  from  25  cents  to  one  dowr,  with  a 
proportionate  improvement  to  the  revenue  of  the  Department. 
Had  the  hieher  rate  been  in  force  during  the  whole  year,  the 
revenue  of  the  Department  would  have  amounted  to  over  ;$(1 6,000. 

48.  The  expenditure  of  the  Department,  as  borne  on  the 
estimates  for  1887,  with  the  addition  of  the  salary  of  a  Second 
Assistant,  amounts  to  J$ll4,491  per  annum. 
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Chinese  Societies.  Stkaxts 

SSTTLBMSMTB. 

49.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  Chinese        

Societies  registered  under  the  Chdinances  XIX.  of  1869  and  V.       "^^' 
of  1872;— 


Name  of  Society. 

Total 
Nuinben 

1877-1886. 

Begiatared. 

IP 

Nattonaltties. 

1886. 

1886. 

Toapeh  Kong,  aUat  Kien 
Tek        -         •         - 

Ghee  Hia  • 

Ho-Seng   -         .         • 

ChhunSim 

HaiSaa    - 

Ghee  Hok  (lappreased)  - 

10,M5 

46,247 

11,220 

2,360 

674 

1^ 

6W 

1,418 

28 

2 

348 

1.280 
6»074 
1,061 

80 

2,000 

4,000-^ 

I.OO0J 

600 

400 

Chiefly  HoUuens. 

Hokkieni,   Techioa,  Can 
toneae,  Khehs,  Hailams. 

CUaflyKheha. 
Chiefly  Ttehins. 

Total  - 

78^045 

8,980 

0,364 

8,000 

50..  Disturbances  between  the  Ohee  Hins  and  the  Ho  Sengs 
took  place  in  June,  1886^  and  again  in  January  this  year.  They 
were  promptly  put  down  by  the  police;  and  30 or  40  arrests  were 
made  on  tne  former  occasion  and  about  90  on  the  latter.  The 
Eien  Tek  Kongsee,  with  the  consent  of  the  Assistant  Protector  of 
Chinese^  acted  as  arbitrators  in  the  quarrel^  and  in  both  cases 
they  gave  it  as  their  decision  that  the  Ho  Sengs  were  in  the 
wrong.  * 

51.  A  Singapore  Society^  the  ''Li  Seng  Hang^*^  made  a6 
attempt  to  start  an  unauthorised  branch  in  Penang,  and  had 
already  succeeded  in  enrolling  about  200  members,  noosily  belong- 
ing  to  the  Ghee  Hin  Society,  before  the^  were  detected*  Two  of 
the  headmen  were  fined  J$(200  for  this  offence,  an^some  twenty  of 
the  members,  who  were  arrested  at  the  same  time,  were  cautioned 
and  discharged. 

52.  A  ''  Friendly  Society  "  called  the  |'Ho  Uup  Sia^  mvesome 
trouble  in  the  course  of  the  year,  especially  at  Bukit  Mert&jam ; 
and  it  is  under  consideration  whether  the  Society  should  not  be 
required  to  be  registered  as  a  '* Dangerous  Society''  with  a  view 
(should  it  give  further  trouble)  to  its  being  suppressed. 

Cbown  Lands. 
Laws. 

53.  The  following  are  the  Laws  relating  to  Crown  lands  that 
have  been  enacted  since  the  question  was  taken  up  in  1883* : — 

Oreton  Lands  Ordinance^  X.  of  1883. 

An  Ordinance  to  prevent  encroachment  upon  Crown  Lands 
(October  1883). 

*  EzdiuiTe  of  two  Ordinances  (YIII.  and  JX.  of  1SS6)  relating  ipecially  to 
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Sm^mtB  Boundaries  Ordinance,  VIII.  of  1884. 

Pbhano.     '    An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  Demarcation  of  Land  and 
^—        for  the   establishment    and   maintenance   of  Boundary  Marks 
(November,  1884). 

Crown  Lands  Ordinance^  IL  of  188&        .      . 

An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  Alienation  and  Occupation  of 
Crown  Lands  (January,  1886). 


Land  Revenue  Collection  Ordinance^  IV*  of  1886. 

An  Ordinance  for  making  better  provision  for  the  CoUcrction  of 
the  Land  Beyenue  of  the  Crown  (Jane,  1886). 


Conveyancing  Ordinance,  VI.  o/'1886. 

An  Ordinance  for  simplifying  and  improving  the  Practice  oi 
Conveyancing,  &c.  (July,  18^6), 


Registration  of  Deeds  Ordinance,  XIII.  o/*1886. 

An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  R«£^8tration  of  Deeds  and 
other  instruments  (August,  1886). 


Ruks. 

54.  Bules  have  been  made  by  the  Governor  under  Ordinance 
No.  IL  of  1886,  and  by  the  Governor  in  Council  under  Ordi- 
nances Nos.  VIIL  of  1884  and  IV.  and  XUL  of  1886. 


Procedure  contemplated. 

55.  The  procedure  to  facilitate  which  these  laws  and  regulations 
have  been  framed,  may  be  described  as  follows : — 

L — To  ascertain  particulars,  in  respect  of  the  entire  soil  of  the 
three  Settlements,  of  lands  coming  under  the  following  exhaustive 
classification : — 

(a.)  Lands  held  under  grants  in  fee  simple. 

{b.)  Lands  held  under  perpetual  (999  years)  leases. 

(c.)  Lands  held  under  terminable  leases,  unexpired. 

(d!)  Lands  held  under  terminable  leases,  expired. 

(e.)  Lands  occupied  under  temporary  permits  or  lioense^ 

(/•)  Lands  occupied  without  authority. 

(^.)  Lands  unoccupied  and  unclaimed. 
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IL  To  demarcate,  survey,  and  deliueate  on  snitable  maps^  all      STftAxts 
lands  held  under  existing  titles  or  to  be  held  under  titles  which  it  SixriwnaKTs. 
may  be  intended  to  issue,  and  thus  show  also^  for  each  district^      Pbh ako. 
the  extent  and  position  of  the  unalienated  lands.  _  ' 

III. — ^To  provide  for  the  maintenance  of  boundary  marks,  and 
the  prevention  of  future  encroachments  and  unauthorised  occupa- 
tion of  Crown  lands. 

IV. — To  grant  titles  of  a  uniform  character  (but  varying  of 
course  as  to  rates  of  rents,  &c.,  according  to  the  ciroumstances)  for 
lands  coming  imder  the  four  last  of  the  categories  stated  above. 

V. — To  pronde  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue  and  (in  the 
last  resort)  tor  the  sale  of  the  land  in  cases  of  non-payment  of  rent. 

yi.  To  simplify  the  process  and  provide  for  the  due  record  of 
all  transfers  of  titles. 

•  Survey. 

56.  The  following  statement  shows  the  progress  of  the  new 
survey  of  the  Island  from  the  initiation  of  the  work  in  January^ 
1885,  to  the  close  of  1886  :— 


Sorreyed. 

Unsurveyed. 

Total 

Wei^"BalikPiilau"    - 

Acres. 
9,651 

Acres, 

Acres. 
9,651 

South-weet        -           -           - 

9,595 

14,191 

16,786 

North-west         .           .           ^ 

350 

94,069       • 

44,419 

Sooth-fast  (1)    . 

71 

5,169       . 

5,240 

Do.      (9)    - 

9,060 

9,616 

4,678 

Do.      (3)   . 

8,040 

1,91& 

4,956 

North-east         ... 

— 

9,670 

9,670 

TotiJ     - 

17,767 

50,663 

'68,400 

l%e  work  done  has  included  the  survey  of—- 

Main  roads  -  •  - 

Paths       .... 
Bivers  and  streams 
Sea  coasts  .  .  - 


Miles. 

-  40-86 

-  30-37 

-  3173 

-  30-23 


67.  Owing  to  di£Eiculties  incident  to  the  earlier  stages  of  a  work 
of  this  nature,  the  survey  of  only  3,984  acres  was  completed  in 
1885,  as  agwist  13,78a  in  1886.  The  total  area  surveyed,  17,767 
acres,  embraces  3,483  separate  allotments.  Hie  demarcation  of 
the  albrtments  throughout  the  Island,  with  the  exception  of  the 
**  Town  District,''  is  now  nearly  completed 
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Pesiano. 


Stbaits  58.  The  map  of  **  District  No.  11./'  required  by  sections  14  and 

SBTTuofBiiTs.  15  of  Ordinance  VIII.  of  1884^  is  now  on  the  point  of  oompletton. 
As  soon  as  it  is  finished  the  complete  settlement  of  the  District 
will  be  speedily  accomplished. 

59.  In  Province  Wellesley  two  dbtricts  have  been  **  pro- 
claimed "  under  Ordinance  VIIL  of  1884,  and  on  the  portion  of 
the  country  assigned  to  the  district  officer  of  Bnkit  Mertftjam, 
a  preliminary  demarcatbn  of  allotments  has  been  in  progress, 
and  "  provisional  agreements  "  in  respect  of  lands,  the  position 
and  extent  of  which  is  thus  roughly  ascertained,  are  being  rapidly 
issued. 

60.  The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  statutcwy 
grants,  leases,  and  agreements  issued  in  1886  and  in  the  first 
quarter  of  1887.  The  leases  (for  999  years)  were  issued  in  cases 
where  such  titles  had  been  promised.  In  future  no  (permanent) 
titles  will  be  granted  except  in  the  form  of  statutory  grants 
under  Ordinance  11.  of  1886,  which  give  titles  in  perpetuity  subject 
to  re-assessment  of  rent  after  every  30  years : — 


1886. 

Fint  Quarter,  1887 

No. 

Aiea. 

No. 

Area. 

Stetatory  gmts  • 

Leftset 

Agreementi- 

IBLASD. 
PBOTmCB. 

60 

1 
U 

▲.-B.   P. 
86    8    0 

0'  1  27 

81-  2   0 

20 
18 

A.  B.  r. 

78   028 

45   210 

Totia  • 

62 

118   2  27 

44 

118    2  88 

SUtatoiy  gnnts   • 

81 

226 

29 

207    225 

1.810    0  12 

78   080 

21 
100 

69   183 

liOBBOT            •              •              -                              ... 

290    016- 

Total- 

286 

1,604   8  86 

180 

858   2    0 

Forests. 

61.  Two  additional  reserves  were  marked  out  during  the  year^ 
tn'r., — a  '^  village  reserve "  on  the  hilt-range  running  from  the 
Ghinting  Pass  southward  to  the  village  of  Pulau  Betong  and  a 
•'stream  reserve"  on  the  range  between  Paya  Truboug  and 
Buldt  Penara  (Low's  Pass) ;  the  latter  contains  the  sources  of  the 
town  water  supply. 
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Stkaits 


The  followinff  is  a  statement  of  the  whole  of  the  existing  reserves,  „ 
including  the  above : — 


Acres. 

Main  Range         ....  3,664 

Bukit  Laksamana-            ...  1,160 

BukitFerin^     -            -             •             -  225 

North- West  Reserve          ...  2,808 

Bukit  Pulau  Betong          -            •            -  475 

Bukit  Ghinting    -            ...  40 

Bukit  Penara        -            -            -            -  234 

The  Highlands     -            -            -            -  227 

Kubang  Hulu  (Province  Wellesley)            -  72 

Total         ....  8,905. 


Fbnamq. 


Shippiko  and  Tradb» 

Shipping., 

62.  The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of 
the  vessels  that  arrived  at  and  left  the  port  in  1885  and  1886  : — 


1SS5. 

1SS6. 

No. 

Tbniiage. 

No. 

Tomuige. 

Arrmal9. 
Steamers  snd  tqiuure-rigged    - 
Natiyecrtft   - 

t,l60 
2,300 

1,8783SS 
68,641 

9,449 
9,085 

1,459,598 
55,761 

TotU    • 

4,460 

1^7,529 

4,484 

1,508,854 

DepaiiuTt$. 

NttiTecnrft   - 

S,154 
S,76« 

1,969,699 
71,698 

9,454 
2,699 

l,971,8ir 
70,992 

TotiJ    - 

4^ao 

1^1,920 

5,146 

1,849,940 

63.  A  statement  showing  whence  and  whither  the  vessels  in 
1886  arrive<l  and  sailed  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  0. 

64,  The  discrepancies  between  the  numbers  and  tonnage  of  the 
arrivals  and  departures  arise  from  defects  in  the  system  of  regis- 
tration, which  are  now  being  inquired  into. 

o    51507.  N 
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Penako. 


Imports  and  Exports, 

65.  The  following  statement  shows  the  values  of  the  imports  and 
exports  in  1885  and  1886^  and  the  quarters  whence  and  whither 
the  merchandise  was  imported  and  exported : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom 

4,407,672 

$ 
7,809,997 

$ 

4,805,604 

$ 
8,992,093 

Other  European  countries 

718,283 

4,260,870 

1,061,535 

3,487,679 

British  Bormah 

8,958,700 

1,371,195 

6,567,921 

998,166 

British  India  -            -            - 

3,245,616 

1,922,277 

2,907,689 

1,880,045 

Hongkong      .            -            - 

4,149,671 

3,243,874 

4,575,727 

3,974,878 

Other  British  Possessions 

82,351 

153,497 

89,772 

18,621 

Malayan  peninsula,  West 

4,222,741 

4,229,671 

5,849,641 

5,222,519 

Siam,  West  coast 

2,865,871 

2,438,582 

3,787,887 

1,942,525 

Netheriands  India 

5,816,568 

7,652,945 

7,774,140 

8,490,058 

China-           .           -           - 

672,980 

1,037,394 

670,818 

1,171,574 

Other  Asiatic  countries  and 

Egypt. 
United  States 

676,628 

190,997 

1,567,245 

498,005 

880,730 

740,662 

205,737 

1,468,407 

Singapore  and  Malacca 

1,976,650 

1,386,122 

2,881,076 

2,067,937 

Total 

33,169,461 

85.937,583 

41,194,292 

40,212,507 

66.  The  following  shows  the  values  of  the  imports  and  exports 
in  1885  and  1886  of  a  few  of  the  principal  articles : — 


1865. 

1886. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Grain  and  flour 

$ 
3,960,916 

$ 
2,649,488 

$ 
5,749.792 

$ 

,192.182 

Opium 

1,682,720 

1,364,863 

1,472,482 

1,487,991 

Chandoo         -            -            - 

— 

155,865 

— 

600 

Spices             .           -           - 

3,260,803 

4,329,249 

3,098,714 

4,185,429 

Sugar-           -           •           - 

54,000 

1,054,671 

105,035 

1,490,552 

Tohacco  and  cigars    • 

2,865,294 

4,170,060 

4,921,134 

8,452,321 

Tin     ..           -           .           - 

6,282,809 

7,539,360 

8,759,423 

10,010,167 
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CUBEENOY. 

Bank  Imports  of  Specie, 

67.  The  following  statement  has  been  compiled  from  returns 
of  the  ]miK>rtd  of  specie  in  1885  and  1886,  with  which  the  managers 
of  the  banks  have  been  so  good  as  to  furnish  me : — 


SXKAIXtt 

ssttlemekts. 
Pbnaito. 


Imports,  1885  and  1886. 

Mexican 
Dollars. 

Spanish 
Pillar 
Dollars. 

Japanese 
Yens. 

Total. 

1885. 
Eorope    -           -           - 

America  -           -           - 

China      -            -           - 

India       -            -            - 

Java        -           -           . 

Japan      -            -           . 

Singapore 

$ 
1,985,998 

313,983 

579,000 

217,000 

456,900 

2,242 

57,300 

16,286 

465,631 

$ 
1,985,998 

313,983 

1,035,900 

2,242 

57,300 

465,631 

233,286 

Total,  1885  - 

3,095,981 

532,728 

465,631 

4,094,340 

1886. 
Europe    -           -           - 
China      -            -            - 
Japan     -           -            - 
Singapore 

1,886,900 
825,600 

215,000 

286,000 
17,000 

2,355,000 

1,836,900 

1,111,600 

2,355,000 

232,000 

Total,  1886  - 

2,877,500 

303,000 

2,355,000 

5,535,500 

British  Dollars. 

68.  On  several  occasions  in  the  course  of  1886  the  London 
market  price  of  Mexican  dollars  (Touch  900)  exceeded  that  of 
standard  silver  (Touch  925).  In  the  China  Express  of  the  2nd 
July,  for  example,  Mexicans  were  quoted  at  44|^.  and  standard 
silver  at  only  44f  ^  per  ounce. 

Taking  the  price  of  standard  silver  to  be  (say)  15  pence  per 
ounce,  the  value  of  Mexican  dollars  (considered  as  bullion)  com- 
putes to  about  43|  (m.45rf).  And  as  the  cost  of  coining  dollars 
in  England  would  probably  not  much  exceed  one  farthing  an 

N  2 
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Stuuts      ounce  *  ihe  total  cost  of  a  British  dollar  (ihe  price  of  standard 
BETTLBMBrra.  silver  being  46  pence  per  ounce)  would  be  about  44  pence  per 
ounce. 


pBirAKO. 


Gold  Leaf. 

69.  Gold  leaf  in  bonffkals  of  832  grains,  valued  at  $4A  per 
bongkal,  may  be  said  to  form  part  of  the  currency  of  the  Settle- 
ment in  respect  of  its  external  trade.  Such  gold  leaf  was  im- 
ported by  the  mail  steamers  in  1886  to  the  value  of  ;$562,948 
as  against  ;$(805,760  in  1885.  A  large  propnortion  of  the  article 
is  said  to  be  exported  to  Sumatra,  where  it  is  believed  to  be 
hoarded  to  a  large  extent. 

Bank  Notes, 

70.  The  bank  note  circulation  of  the  three  Chartered  Banks  in 
Penang  at  the  close  of  1886  amounted  to  $2,214,973  as  against 
;$fl,565,036  at  the  close  of  1885.  The  cerulied  amount  of  the 
specie  reserve,  at  the  close  of  two  years  respectively,  was  i$850,000 
and  $630,000.     The  duty  on  bank  notes  under  Ordinance  X.  of 

1885  is  a  composition  of  -^  per  cent  per  month  on  the  average 
value  of  the  notes  in  circulation.  I  would  repeat  the  opinion 
expressed  in  my  report  for  1885  that,  in  a  colony  such  as  this,  the 
issue  of  bank  notes  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Government,  and 
that  an  issue  of  one-dollar  notes  should  form  part  of  the  scheme. 

Post  Office. 

71.  The  following  statements  give  the  figures  for  1885  and 

1886  in  regard  to  the  Post  Office  business  in  the  three  branches. 
Post  Office  proper.  Money  Order  Office,  and  Savings  Bank : — 


Post  OAoe  bonncM. 

1885. 

1886. 

BeoetTed. 

Detpstchcd. 

Lettm 

Kewqiapers    ... 

Books,  &e.     • 

187,088 
91,881 
13,828 

165,674 

54,827 

6,231 

227,712 
62,296 
22,069 

205,430 

25,630 

7,582 

Total    - 

292,737 

226,132 

312,077 

288,642 

*  Tlie  cost  ot  coining  half-dollar  pieces,  at  the  Royal  Mint,  shortly  after  the 
trant^,  appears  to  hare  been  1 7«.  6d!.  per  Uionsand.  At  the  same  rate  per  coin  the 
cost  for  a  thousand  dollars  (weighing  866  onncet)  would  be  less  than  one  farthing 
per  ounce. 
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Money  Order  boiiiiett. 

1885. 

1886. 

STBAIT8 
SUTTLBMBXTS 

1 

Pbnano. 

Issued. 

Paid. 

Issued. 

Paid. 

' 

/ 

/ 

0 

/ 

Local- 

3,883 

2«1U 

4,348 

2,087 

Natiye  States  ... 

S83 

6,188 

1,237 

11,145 

India  -           - 

17,607 

568 

16,410 

967 

France,       China,       Ceylon, 
Aoatralia,  Manritias. 

2,175 

275 

3,376 

203 

United  Kingdom 

6,775 

152 

6,457 

562 

Total    - 

30,223 

9,297 

31,828 

14,914 

Sayings  Bank. 

1885. 

1886. 

AccoontB  opened 

- 

No. 
104 

No. 
108 

Aoconnts  closed 

- 

84 

108 

Accounts  open  at  the  end  of  th< 

eyear 

162 

162 

Depofited  during  the  year     - 

• 

18,989 

19,226 

Repaid  daring  the  year 

- 

14,020 

19,768 

Interest  credited  to  depositors 

•           . 

753 

788 

Balance  due  to  depositors  at  th< 
year          .           -           - 

i  close  of  the 

22,513 

22,989 

72.  The  Settlement  is  itill  at  the  disadvantage  of  having  no 
regular  mail  service  to  Europe  beyond  the  fortnightly  service  of 
the  P.  &  O.  contract  steamers.  To  ensure  catching  the  French 
mail  at  Singapore  it  is  generally  necessary  to  write  the  day  after 
the  P  &  O.  leaTCs  ;  and  the  outward  French  maSl  letters  seldom 
arriye  earlier  than  a  day  before  the  P.  &  O.  mail  letters  of  the 
following  week. 
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Settlemeicts. 

Pbicjlico. 


Education. 
73.  The  foUowiog  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  enrolment 
and  attendance  of  the  schools  in  1885  and  1886  and  the  '^  passes  *' 
obtained  by  the  scholars  at  the  Government  examinations  : — 


Schools. 


1886. 


Free  School        .         .         . 

St.  Xavier's  Institution 

Pokn  Tikus  Mission  School    • 

OoTemment  Branch  School  ^— 
Obarasta 

Balik  Pulau  -         .  . 

Vernacular  Schools  (Malay)  ^- 
P.W.Uland-         .         . 

Pro.  Wellesl^ 

Tamil  Mission  School    - 

Convent  Girb' School  - 

St  Geor^'s  Girls*  School 

Vernacular  Girls'  Schools  (Ma- 
lay):— 
P.  W.  Island 

Pro.  Welleslcy 


Total 


77 


5 


660 
240 
71 

198 
19 

1,229 
1.684 

41 
224 

31 

82 
70 


I 


47S 

206 
66 

172 
16 

1,061 

1,330 

30 

210 

15 

74 


178 

67 

110 

737 
066 

20 
128 

17 


1886. 


95 


97 


94 


4,349      8,695      2,686     86      78      4,748      4^098      2,669     79 


» 


641 
266 
95 

247 
23 

1,486 

1,438 

46 

275 


142 


5 


460 


£26 
20 

1,262 
1,227 

88 
263 

24 

179 
122 


401 

176 
71 

148 
IS 

849 
809 

23 
119 

17 

32 
11 


67 
92 

e» 

90 
72 

77 
64 


71 


88 
100 


The  "  per-centage  of  passes  "  is  calculated  from  the  numbers 
"  presented  for  examination."  In  judging  of  the  relative  eflBciency 
of  the  several  schools^  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  give  an  eye  to 
the  proportions  between  the  numbers  "  presented  "  and  the  num- 
bers of  the  *^  average  enrolment," 

Administration  of  Justice. 

Supreme  Court. 

Number  of  Sittings, 

74.  Reckoning  as  two  days  the  days  on  which  two  judges  were 
presiding  in  separate  courts,  the  court  sat  in  1885  and  1886  : — 


1885. 

1886. 

On  the  criminal  side 

On  the  civil  side     -           •           - 

On  the  ecclesiastical  side    - 

Days. 

no 

127 
26 

Days. 

84 
167 

S8 

Total 

263 

S89 

Digitized  by 


Google 


HER  MAJESTY  S  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS. 


199 


Numbers  of  Criminal  Cases.  ,,    Stkaits 

75.    The   criminiil    cases   tried   in    1885   and   1886   were    as         

follows :—  Penano. 


Numbers  of  Prisoners. 

1885. 

1886. 

Convicted. 

Acquitted. 

Ck>nvicted. 

Acquitted. 

Murder 

5 

6 

5 

8 

Murder,  attempt    -           -           . 

4 

2 

2 

1 

Manslaughter        -           -           - 

7 

10 

5 

2 

Grievous  hurt        -           -            - 

14 

4 

12 

5 

Other  offences  against  the  person  - 

41 

15 

28 

8 

Bobbery  with  violence 

31 

11 

16 

13 

Theft,  housebreaking 

51 

25 

47 

28 

Other  offences  against  property     - 

17 

4 

8 

4 

Miscellaneous  offences 

12 

12 

18 

26 

Total 

182 

1.               J 

89 

141 

90 

271 

281 

Numbers  of  Civil  Cases. 

76.  The  budiness  on  the  civil,  ecclesiastical^  and  bankruptcy 
sides  of  the  court  during  1886  and  the  two  preceding  years  is 
stated  in  the  following  table,  which  give^  also  the  figures  for  the 
first  quarter  of  1887  :— 


Oiva  Actions. 


;|! 


Probate  and 
Administra- 
tion. 


No. 


Debtor  Sum- 
monses and  Bank- 
ruptcy Cases. 


|i 


1884- 
1885- 
1886. 


710 
1,002 


690»181 
440^787 
4U,3S8 


881 


227 


791 


710 

1,002 

6S4 


407,978 


858.112 
721,766 
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PmicAwo. 


77.  The  diminution  in  1886  of  the  arrears  of  civil  business, 
which  had  previously  been  on  the  increase,  is  attributable  to  the 
appointment  of  a  second  judge  of  the  Supreme  Courts  for  the 
Penang  Division,  in  1886.'*''  The  course  thus  adopted  has  been 
effectual,  but  it  appears  worth  considering  whether  similar  results 
would  not  be  attained,  at  less  cost  to  the  Grovernment  and  to  the 
suitors^  by  an  extension  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Requests 
and  the  appointment  of  an  additional  commissioner. 

78.  The  bulk  and  intricacy  of  the  cases  coming  before  the 
courts  would»  1  believe^  be  greatly  reduced  by  a  trenchant  Statute 
of  Limitations.  For  all  ordinary  transactions,  12  months 
would  perhaps  be  an  adequate  period :  and  I  believe  that  such  a 
restriction  of  the  limits  of  legal  recovery  would  have  a  most  whole- 
some effect  on  the  arrangements  both  of  traders  and  non-traders. 
For  the  latter  class,  indeed,  a  system  of  no  credit,  of  compulsory 
cash  payments,  would  probably  be  one  of  the  greatest  boons  that 
could  be  conferred  upon  them. 


PoLioB  Courts  aud  Coubts  of  Requests. 

79.  The  following  statements  give  particulars  of  the  business 
done  in  the  courts : — 


188S. 

PoUc«  Court. 

^1 

1^ 

II 

i 

P 

1 

OeorseTowh     -         -         -") 

Balik  PaUm 

BdAU        ...           0 

BtuSfTambuii     • 
NibouTelMl       . 

Marine  Mi^utnite 

IM 

22 
22 

16 

6 

28 

7.U8 

SH 
188 
86S 

SI2 

886 

14 

M61 

666 
100 
21» 
228 
286 
2A 

122 

20 

14 

19 

2 

16 

11^16 

1^2 
274 

1.106 
857 
688 
88 

{eontimud,) 


Police  Court 


1886. 


t 

3 


5*0 


I 

P 


I 


GeorgpeTown 

BalikPalMi 

Selaa 

Buttenrorth 

Penan      • 

BuUfTamlran 

KibonffTebal 

Bttkitliertljam 

Marine  Mi«iikrate 


208 
14 
15 
27 
8 
14 


8.428 
865 

126 
1.0M 
148 
661 
614 
608 
28 


4,701 

168 

41 

686 

68 

241 

287 

877 

6 


124 


87 
14 
7 
1 
12 


18»«81 
682 
182 

218 


1,028 
28 


*  A  iecond  jadge  wu  sitting  daring  abont  liz  moDtbs  of  the  year. 
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1885. 

1886. 

Conns  of  Bequests. 
(Jurisdiction  up  to  /50.) 

No. 
of  Cases. 

Amount  of 
Debtor 
Damages. 

No. 

of  Cases. 

Amount  of 
Debt  or 
Damages. 

George  Town      - 

BalikPulan 

ReUu      .           ..         - 

BuCterworth 

Penaga  -           -          - 

Bukit  Tambun     - 

Nibong  Tebal      - 

Bukit  MertAjam  - 

2,941 
62 
57 
227 
211 
104 
143 
151 

/        c. 

81,385     00 

632     00 
518    00 
8,908    73 
1,487     99 
1,380     92 
1,408     94 
1,528     65 

2,966 
128 
67 
301 
192 
116 
126 
252 

/        c. 

38,797     00 

1,153    00 
758    00 
4,155     93 
1,585    71 
1,518    02 
1,481     15 
2,653    38 

Straits 
Settlements. 

Pbkamo. 


Coroners. 


80.  Coroners'  inqaests  to  the  number  of  168  were  held  during 
the  jear,  as  against  194  in  1885.  The  following  statement  gives 
particulars  of  the  verdicts  : — 


1886. 


I 


US6. 


I? 


Homicide,  culpable,  amounting  to  murder 

Do.      culimble,    not    amoonting    to 
murder    .         -         • 

Da       through  rash  and  negligent  act 

Do.      Juftillable    •         «         - 

Do.      by  misadTentuxe  • 

Fdo-de-to  .... 

Self-dattmetion  under  temporary  inianity 

Death  in  punuanoe  of  Judicial  lentenee 

Natural  canaee,  aoddental  death,  Ac 

Total 


3 
1 
1 

10 
5 

1 
109 


188 


1 
14 


86, 


M 

8 

1 

188 


194 


14 


8 

66 


16 


61 


10 

6 

1 


8 

UO 


168 
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St&aits 
Sbttlbmiehts. 

Pbnano. 


Police. 

Police  Stations. 

81.  The   following    statement  shows  the  number    of    police 
stations  at  present  established  : — 


Prince  of  Wales'  Island : — 

George  Town  and  suburbs 
North-east  districts 
South-west  districts 

Province  Wellesley  : — 
Northern  districts 
Southern  districts 


12 
6 

7 

13 
10 

48 


82.  Additional  stations  will  be  built  this  year  at  Permatang 
Damar  Laut  in  the  south  of  the  Island,  at  Dusun  Lada  on  the 
Muda  River  (the  northern  frontier  of  Province  Wellesley),  and 
at  the  islet ''  Pulau  Krah." 


Police  Force. 

83.  The  following  statement  gives  particulars  of  the  police  force 
of  the  settlement  below  the  rank  of  inspector  as  provided  for  by 
the  Colonial  estimates  for  1885,  1886,  and  1887,  and  the 
eflFective  force  as  it  stood  on  the  31st  December  1886: — 


Estimates. 

Effectiye,dlst 

Deceinber 

1886. 

1885. 

1886. 

1887. 

Europeans      .           -           - 

Sikhs - 

Malays  and  Klings     - 

28 

72 

521 

28 

64 

599 

28 

64 

674 

23 

63 

589 

Total 

621 

691 

766 

675 
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Homicide  Cases. 

84.  The  following  statemenfshows  the  number  of  verdicts  of 
homicide  found  at  coroners'  inquests  in  1885  and  1886^  and  gives 
particulars  of  the  venlicts  found  at  the  Supreme  Court  in  respect 
of  such  cases  belonging  to  those  years  :— ^ 


Stbaits 
settlb1cb5t9. 

Fbnano. 


CJoroners'  Verdicts. 

Supreme  Court 
Verdicts. 

1885. 

1886. 

1885. 

1886. 

Murder      -           -           -           - 
Manslaughter        ... 
Hash  act    .           .           -           - 
Not  guilty  (insanity) 
Acquittal  -           -           -           - 
Nolle  Prosequi       .           .           - 

16 

4 

10 
5 

4 
6 

1 
4 

1 

2 

3- 

3 

4 
1 

Total 

20 

15 

16 

18 

85.  It  appears^  therefore^  that  in  1885^  out  of  20  cases  of 
homicide^  convictions  were  obtained  in  only  1 1  cases ;  and  that 
in  1886,  out  of  16  cases,  convictions  were  obtained  in  only  8 
cases. 

86.  Gang  robberies  have  been  of  frequent  occurrence  both  in 
Penang  and  Province  Wellesley,  and  although  the  Police  have 
met  with  a  fair  amount  of  success  in  tracing  offenders,  the  crime 
does  not  diminish.  There  seems  little  doubt  that  the  greater 
number  of  these  robberies  are  planned  by  professional  robbers 
from  Swatow,  of  whom,  I  am  informed,  a  large  number  have  come 
to  this  Settlement  during  the  last  few  years,  and  I  would  strongly 
urge  the  advisability  of  dealing  with  such  persons  by  **  deporta- 
tion "  or  other  special  methods,  as  soon  as  sufficient  evidence  of 
their  character  and  designs  is  forthcoming,  instead  of  waiting 
till  the  crimes  are  actually  committed  which  it  is  their  business 
and  profession  to  project 

87.  Many  of  these  robberies,  I  am  informed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  police,  are  committed  by  men  coming  from  a  place 
called  Kiilim,  situated  in  Kedah  Terntory  within  a  mile  of  the 
frontier  near  Machang  Buboh  in  Province  Wellesley.  This  place 
has  a  large  mining  population  and  has  become  a  rendezvous  for 
bad  characters  and  runaway  coolies  from  the  province ;  and  once 
escaped  thither,  the  Eedah  Government  appears  practically  to 
have  little  or  no  power  to  effect  their  arrest  and  extradition. 
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Straits 
Settlkicbkts. 

Pktaiio. 


lUegal  Gaming. 

88.  Tlie  special  operations  against  common  gaming  houses 
referred  to  in  paragraph  83  oFmy  report  for  1885,  appear  to  have 
had  permanently  good  effect.  6aming  in  the  notorious  houses 
in  Beach  Street  and  other  places  appears  to  have  been  abandoned. 

It  is  reported  to  be  still  carrieil  on  in  the  Chinese  Clubsi  but 
this  is  a  miQor  evil.  If  certain  well-to-do  Ohinamen  choose  to 
arrange  among  themselves  to  fling  away  their  money  in  gaming 
(for  die  benefit  of  professional  stake-holders)  in  quasi  private 
establishments,  it  is  perhaps  no  great  harm  to  anybody  but 
themselves.  It  is  a  very  different  thing  when  the  gaming  houses 
are  flaunted  before  the  public  as  they  used  to  be  (till  the  matter 
was  taken  in  hand  at  the  beginning  of  last  year)  and  coolies  and 
other  poor  folk  tempted  into  such  places  by  open  solicitations 
and  then  stripped  of  their  earnings  by  processes  which  make  the 
final  transfer  of  the  whole  of  the  stakes  to  the  croupier  a  mathe- 
matical certainty.  Inveterate  gamblers  will  always  And  oppor- 
tunities for  gambling,  but  thousands  of  people  who  would  never 
dream  of  seeking  out  secreted  gaming  houses  will  play  if  the 
opportunity  is  presented  to  them — as  thousands  of  English  people 
used  to  play  at  the  tables  of  Homburff  or  Baden  who  never  saw, 
anfl  were  never  likely  to  see,  the  inside  of  a  gaming  house  in 
London. 


Lotteries. 

89.  The  Superintendent  of  Police  reports  that  most  of  the 
lotteries  ('*  Whah- Whays '*)  have  been  broken  up.  This  result 
appears^  attributable  to  the  magistrates'  convictions,  in  more  recent 
cases,  having  been  successfully  maintained  on  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  The  result  is  the  more  gratifying  as  this  form  of 
gambling  presents  temptations  to  classes  of  people,  women  as  well 
as  men,  whom  the  allurements  of  even  recognised  legalised  gaming 
houses  would  not  reach. 


Commission  of  Inquiry* 

90.  A  Commission  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  in  Apri], 
1886,  for  the  purpose  of  making  inquiry  into  the  question  of 
public  gaming  and  public  lotteries  in  the  Colony,  and  additional 
members  of  the  committee  vrere  appointed  for  Penang,  in  Jane. 
Fourteen  sittings  of  the  Penang  division  of  the  Commission  were 
held,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  during  the  month  of  July»  The  report  of  the  Commission 
was  laid  before  his  Excellency  on  the  24th  September  1886. 
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Pkisons. 

91.  The  following  statemeDt  give^  particulars  of  the  conimittale 
and  discharges,  Ac.  of  prisoners  in  1885  and  1886  :— -  bBTTLEigNTs. 

FSNAlfO. 


188^ 

j 

1 

! 

^ 

t 

iHvU  Prism. 

Eoropesiis  and  EnrasUns  - 

— 

16 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Chinese     - 

22 

1,SS8 

M76 

93 

2 

2 

Malajt      . 

2 

44 

23 

14 

— 

— 

Klings      - 

8 

58 

21 

39 

1 

— 

Total  - 

32 

1^1 

1,836 

146 

8 

2 

CrimhuU  PrUon. 

Suropeaas  and  Earasians  - 

8 

66 

62 

— 

— 

— 

ClrineM    • 

168 

1,406 

1,271 

106 

8 

Malays      - 

45 

289 

216 

28 

1 

— 

Klings       - 

78 

779 

778 

21 

— 

— 

Total  - 

289 

2,490 

2,827 

150 

4 

— 

1886. 


! 


iS 


CwUPruon, 
Eoiopeans  and  Enrasiaas  - 
Chinese     .           -           - 
Malays     - 

KUngs      . 

1 
82 

9 
5 

10 

M59 

191 

120 

9 

1,160 

168 

103 

1 
80 
24 
16 

1 
1 

8 

I 
47 
12 

6 

Total  - 

47 

1,580 

1,485 

121 

2 

3 

66 

Crmimd  Pri9on. 
Eoiopeans  and  Enrasiaiis  - 
Chinese     -           -           - 
Malays      - 
Klings       . 

7 

194 

44 

53 

46 

1,468 

265 

1,151 

61 

1.857 

282 

1,098 

86 
29 

17 

11 

— 

2 

203 
48 

89 

Total  - 

298 

2,925 

2,788 

182 

11 

— 

842 
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Straits  Numbers  committed. 

SSTTLEMKNTfi 

92.  The  numbers  of  prisoners  committed  to  prison  for  purposes 

Fbit^o.  of  penal  imprisonment  during  the  last  10  years,  as  shown  by  the 

"■""  Blue  Book  returns,  have  been  as  follows: — 


1877. 
1878- 
1879- 
1880- 
1881- 
1882- 
1883- 
1884- 
1885- 
1886- 


2,181 
2,873 
2,542 
2,611 
1,717 
1,824 
1,782 
1,965 
2,490 
2,925 


Classification  of  Prisoners. 

93.  The  committals  in  1885  and  1886  may  be  classified  as 
follows,  in  accordance  with  (1)  the  period  of  the  sentences ;  (2) 
the  numbers  of  previous  convictions ;  and  (3)  the  nationalities. 


Periods  of  Sentences. 


Sentences. 

•  1885. 

1886. 

Not  exceeding  six  montlis  - 

2,806 

2,778 

Over  six 

months  to  one  year 

65 

12 

Over  one 

year  to  two  years 

51 

89 

Over  two 

years       -            •            - 
Total 

68 

51 

2,490 

2,925 

Previous  Convictions. 

Convictions. 

1885. 

1886. 

First 

-           -            -           - 

1,992 

2,688 

Second 

- 

250 

142 

Third 

- 

no 

74 

Fourth 

- 

59 

25 

Fifth 

- 

29 

17 

Sixth  and 

lover        .           -            - 
Total 

50 

29 

2,490 

2,925 
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Nationalities. 


1885. 

1886. 

Europeans  and  Eoratians   - 
Chinese       -           -           -           - 
Malays        .           -           .           . 
Kliogs        .... 

66 

1,406 

2S89 

779 

46 

1,463 

265 

1,151 

Total 

3,490 

2,925 

STBAITb 

Sbttlehents. 
Fenano. 


94.  The  2^925  prisoners  committed  in  1886^  included  837 
Tamil  coolies  and  49  Chinese  coolies  sentenced  for  ''  Desertion," 
"  Neglect  to  labour,"  &;c,  under  the  Ordinances  V.  of  1884  and 
IV.  of  1880.  As  such  sentences  are  passed  to  enforce  civil  con- 
tracts, it  seems  a  question  whether  the  employers  of  the  labourers 
should  not  be  required  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  the  prisoners, 
more  especially  in  cases  in  which  the  prisoners  are  found  on 
admission  to  be  incapacitated  for  hard  labour  by  disease  or  debility. 
Since  August  last  1  have  been  furnished  with  monthly  returns  of 
nil  prisoners  found  on  admission  to  be  unfit  for  hard  labour,  and 
they  give  the  following  results : — 


Desertion,  neglect  to 
labour,  &c. 

Other  offences. 

August        1886 

. 

. 

2 

16 

September    „ 

- 

12 

16 

October         „ 

- 

6 

20 

November     „ 

- 

4 

16 

December     n 

- 

2 

10 

January     1887 

- 

11 

15 

February      „ 

• 

- 

10 

19 

March        '  „ 

• 

- 

14 

n 

Employment. 

95.  Tlie   bulk  of  the  prboners  were  employed  throughout  the 
year  at  stone-breaking,  for  9^  hours  a  day/    The  quantity  of 
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road-metal  produced  is  about  1,400  cubic  yards  per  month,  which 
is  sold  to  the  Municipality  at  the  rate  of  10  cents  per  cubic  yard. 
Two  hundred  open  cells  for  prisoners  engaged  on  this  employment 
are  now  being  constructed. 


Gaol  Accommodation. 

96.  The  number  of  separate  cells  in  the  three  blocks, ^f  which 
the  Criminal  Prison  is  composed,  is  296.  The  number  of  criminal 
prisoners  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  342,  so  that  at  that  date  46 
prisoners  were  unavoidably  kept  in  association  wards.  The  new 
prison  ward  at  the  Pauper  Hospital  {see  paragraph  33)  will  make 
some  reduction  in  the  niunbers  for  which  accommodation  in  the 
gaol  would  otherwise  be  required,  but  still  I  am  of  opinion  that  an 
additional  block  of  cells  should  be  erected,  unless  the  number  of 
estate  cocJies  under  sentences  for  desertion,  &c  can  be  materially 
reduced  (see  paragraph  39) ;  or  unless,  as  suggested  in  my  report 
for  1885,  a  separate  House  of  Correction  is  maintiuned  for  such 
prisoners  in  Province  Wellesley. 

97.  The  establishment  of  a  reformatory  for  juvenile  offenders 
is  another  way  in  uhich  (to  a  limited  extent)  the  gaol  accom- 
modation m'ght  be  supplemented,  while  it  would,  at  the  same 
time,  supply  a  much-felt  want. 


Prison  Officers. 

♦ 

98.  The  Superintendent  of  Prisons  repeats  the  complaints  made 
in  previous  years  of  the  inefficiency  of  the  stdFof  native  warders. 
Nothing  will  probably  remedy  this  evil  but  a  considerable  increase 
in  the  scale  of  pay  such  as  would  attract  a  higher  class  of  men ' 
— Sikhs,  for  example,  of  the  class  who  now  enter  the  police  force*. 


Health  Dietary 

99.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  gaol  in  1886,  including  one 
suicide,  was  13.  The  average  daily  number  of  prisoners  was  380. 
In  nine  of  the  cases  the  prisoners  were  found  on  admission  to  be 
unfit  for  gaol  labour,  and  were  sent  to  the  hospital.  None  of  the 
deaths  appear  to  have  been  attributable  to  causes  specially 
connected  with  gaol  regimen. 

100.  The  largest  number  of  admissions  to  hosoitals  was  from  a 
sub-acute  form  of  dysentery,  whidi  the  Medical  Officer  attributes 
to  the  black  bean  used  in  the  prison  rations.  This  might  perhaps 
be  remedied  by  removing  the  husk  of  the  beans  before  they  are 
cooked,  or  substituting  for  them  ''  dhoU  "  or  some  other  form  of 
*'  split-peas  "  or  ••  split-beans." 
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The  following  are   the  diet  scales  now  in  force  for   native      Stjuits 
prisoners:—  SmuamrB 


Lonjf. 
sentence. 


Sbort- 
sentence. 


Penal. 


Punish- 
ment. 


Pbhako. 


Bice 

Fresh  meat 
Fresh  fish  - 
Vegetables 
Beans 
DhoU 

Cocoaniit  oil 
Cmry  stuff 
Salt 
Wheat  flour 


Ounces 

Ounces 

daily. 

daily. 

14 

^1 

20 

"" 

ft.® 

■"" 

S*<0 

4 

8*3 

5 

ill 

— 

for  long 
fishiss 
ixdays 

1 

m 

J 

4i 

i*si 

H 

Ounces 

daily. 

18 


1 


101.  Penal  diet  is  given  in  the  case  of  prisoners  sentenced  to 
rigorous  imprisonment  for  periods  of  six  weeks  and  under  for  the 
whole  time  of  tlieir  sentences ;  and  for  two  days  a  week  to  aU 
prisoners  in  the  lower  grade. 

102.  The  following  statement  gives  an  analysis  of  the  long- 
sentence  dietary  calculated  in  accordance  with  a  table  showing  the 
^'  nutritive  value  of  different  foods/'  given  at  page  163  of  Morris' 
"Book  of  Health'':— 


Albu- 
minates. 

FMS. 

Carbo- 
Hydimtes. 

Salts. 

Bice        -           -           • 

14     OS. 

Grains. 
307 

Grains. 
49 

Grains. 
5,096 

Grains. 
81 

Beans  and  dhoU  • 

7     « 

674 

61 

1^23 

74 

Wheat  fiour 

*i  » 

816 

40 

i;>S4 

84 

Fresh  fish 

*     » 

819 

51 

— 

IS 

Fresh  meat  (fat  pork)     - 

*•  « 

172 

856 

— 

40 

Oil       .         -         . 

1     ., 

— 

487 

— 

— 

VegeuWes 

7     n 

6 

15 

177 

21 

Cnrry  stofi          -           • 

1     « 

— 

— 

— 

- 

s^      .       -       . 

1     » 

• 

— 

—  . 

— 

— 

Onin*      • 

1,694 

1,509 

8,280 

218 

o    51507. 


^  Equiralent  to  6  ozs.  weighed  with  the  bone. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


210 


PAPEBS  BBLATIKG  TO 


Stbutb  ^^^  ^^^  'Afresh  meat"  supplied  to  Chinese  prisoners  consists 

SETTL«sieKT8«  of  veary  fat  pork.     That  supplied  to  Malays  and  Indians  consists  of 

very  lean  beet^  mutton^  or  goat     The  analjrsis  of  4  ounces  of 

Pbh^o.      €€  ignu  mgg^  »*  (equal  to  six  ounces  weighed  with  the  bone)  is  as 
follows  :— 


Albuminates 
Fats 

Carbo-hydrates 
Salu 


-  359 

-  61 

-  Nil 

-  28 


and  making  allowance  for  this  substitution,  the  dietary  gives  the 
results  shown  in  the  third  column  of  the  statement  below.  In  the 
fourth  column  T  give  the  figures  for  a  normal  dietary,  as  stated  at 
page  162  of  the  work  above  referred  to  as  being  the  quantities  of 
the  '^  alimentary  substances,  in  a  dry  state,  required  dail v  for  the 
^'  support  of  an  ordinary  working  man  of  average  height  and 
"  weight": — 


Prison 

dietary. 

OhineBe. 

Malays  and 
Indians. 

Normal  dietary. 

AlbmninateB      ... 

Grams. 
1,694 

Grains. 
1,881 

Grains. 
2,006 

Fata       -           -           -           - 

1^09 

714 

1,296 

Carbo-hydrates  .           -           - 

8;280 

8,280 

6,234 

SaUts      .... 

218 

206 

462 

Qnunp    - 

11,701 

11,081 

9,998 

104«  The  alterations  in  the  dietary  which  these  figures  seem  to 
suggest  are  as  follows  : — 

(l.)  A  reduction  of  the  carbo-hydrates,  by  a  diminution  of  the 

quantity  of  rice. 
(2.)  An  increase  of  the  albuminates^  which  might  be  given  in 

the  form  of  salt  fish,  which  has  probably  more  than  three 

times  the  nutritive  value  of  the  same  weight  of  fresh 

fish. 
(3.)  The  equalization  of  the  fietts,  by  reducing  the  ration  of  oil 

S'ven  to  the  Chinese  and  increasing  that  given  to  the 
alays  and  Indians. 
(4.)  An  increase  in  the  salts,  by  giving  rations  of  firuits^  such  as 
limes,  pineapples  and  ouier  kinds^  which  are  rich  in 
potash  salts. 
105.  I  may  add  that  I  am  not  confident  that  the  rice  supplied 
to  the  prisons  has  the  full  nutritive  value  asoribed  to  it  above. 
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Rangoon  rice,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  the  colour  that  is  fancied  by      Straits 
the  shippers,  is  pounded  (by  machinery)  till  it  weighs  30  per  cent,  Settlbme»ts. 
less  than  the  same  quantity  of  gnun  that  has  been  cleaned  by  hand.      pen  akq. 

The  natives  of  Burma,  I  am  informed,  do  not  themselves  eat  this        

machine-pounded  rice;  and  in  this  Settlement,  and  in  the  Native 
States,  such  rice  is  commonly  considered  to  be  unwholesome ;  and 
it  appears  to  he  not  altogether  improbable  that  the  outer  pellicles 
of  the  rice,  which  are  lost  through  such  excessive  cleaning,  may 
contain  a  large  proportion  of  the  more  valuable  constituents  of 
the  grain. 

Administration. 
Resident  Councillor's  Office, 

106.  Two  attempts  have  been  made  to  provide  the  Resident 
Councillor's  Department  with  an  assistant.  The  first  was  in  con- 
nexion with  assistance  also  required  in  the  Chinese  Protectorate, 
but  the  requirements  of  that  department  were  so  urgent  that  the 
services  of  the  officer  who  was  appointed  to  the  double  duty  have 
been  entirely  confined  to  the  Protectorate  work.  On  the  second 
occasion,  an  officer  was  sent  to  hold  the  appointment  of  Assistant 
Postmaster-General  in  connexion  with  that  of  Assistant  in  the 
Resident  Councillor's  Office,  but  his  services  were  at  once  required 
to  fill  up  the  temporary  vacancy  in  another  department,  and  he 
has  been  so  employed  up  to  the  present  date,  while  the  duties  of 
the  Post  Office  have  been  carried  on  by  the  Superintendent  of 
EducatioiL 

107.  Over  6,000  letters  are  registered  in  the  Resident  Council- 
lor's Office  every  year,  and  there  are  probably  another  1,000  papers 
(chiefly  from  the  Land  and  Public  Works  Departments)  which 
pass  through  the  office  without  being  registered.  In  dealing  with 
the  business  so  brought  before  me,  and  in  personal  interviews  with 
the  Government  officers  and  others,  and  in  the  performance  of  my 
duties  as  President  of  the  Municipal  Commission  and  of  half  a 
dozen  separate  committees,  I  find  that  I  am  hard  at  work  every 
day  firom  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  four  in  the  afternoon. 
Two-thirds  of  this  time^  probably,  are  employed  in  work  which  at 
Singapore  would  not  get  beyond  the  Second  Assistant  Colonial 
Secretary,  and  I  think  that  the  time  and  attention  of  an  officer 
in  the  position  of  the  Resident  Councillor  are  somewhat  misapplied 
in  dealing  with  such  a  mass  of  formal  matter,  and  that  he  should 
be  set  free  for  work  of  a  higher  character  (of  which  he  would  find 
plenty  if  he  set  himself  to  look  for  it)  bv  the  appointment  of  a 
regular  assistant  who  should  give  his  whole  time  to  the  duties. 

District  Officers, 

108.  ^District  officers''  were  appointed  in  March  and  August, 
1886,  for  the  districts  of  Balik  Pulau  in  the  Island,  and  Bukit 
Mert&jam  in  Province  Wellesley.    These  officers  act  as  collectors 

O  3 
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Straits      of  land  revenue,  as  Magistrates  and  Commissioners  of  the  Court 

settlbhknts.  of  Bequests,  and  as  coroners.    So  far  the  experiment  appears  to 

PbnIno.      ^^^^  ^"  thoroughly  successful,  and  I  am  disposed  to  recommend 

'      the  completion  of  the  scheme,  for  tliis  Settlement  by  assigning 

Land  OflBce  and  coroner's  duties  to  the  present  Ma^trate  at 
Butterworth,  and  so  constituting  him  district  officer  for  the 
northern  division  of  the  Province;  and  by  establishing  a  new 
district  office  at  Nibong  TSbal  for  the  southern  divinon,  Bukit 
Mert&jam  constituting  the  central  division. 

109.  Besidences  are  being  built  this  year  for  the  district  officers 
at  Balik  Pulau  and  Bukit  Mert&jam,  and  Offices  will  be  built  at 
the  latter  place  in  1888.  At  Balik  Pulau  there  is  sufficient 
accommodation  for  the  offices  at  the  court  house. 

TTie  Centenary, 

110.  The  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  foundation  of  the  Settle- 
ment was  celebrated  on  the  12th  of  August  1886,  and  public 
festivities  in  honour  of  the  occasion  were  held  during  the  week 
from  the  10th  to  the  16th  of  the  month.  His  Excellency  the 
Governor  and  Lady  Weld  were  present  on  the  occasion^  as  were 
also  their  Highnesses  the  Sultan  of  Kedah^the  Sultan  of  the  State 
and  territory  of  Johor,  the  K&ja  Begent  (now  Sultan)  of  P^rak^ 
his  Excellency  the  Siamese  Commissioner  for  the  Western 
Provinces,  the  Dato  Klaiia  of  Sungei  Ujong,  and  other  personages 
of  distinction. 

111.  An  enduring  memorial  of  the  centenary  has  been  esta- 
blished in  the  form  of  two  scholarships — one  for  the  Free  School^ 
Penang,  and  one  for  the  Brothers'  School,  Penang — by  the 
munificence  of  Mr.  Koh  Seang  Tat^  Justice  of  the  Peace^  whose 
great-grandfather  came  to  these  seas  a  few  years  prior  to  the 
founding  of  the  Settlement,  and  whose  intermediate  ancestors  were 
equally  with  himself  British-born  subjects. 

(Signed)         C.  J.  Irving, 
Besident  Councillor's  Office,  Besident  Councillor. 

Penang,  28tli  April  1887. 
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APPENDIX  A, 


Stsiits 
SsTTLSKurrs. 

Pkkako. 


Revenue  and  Expenditure,  Penanff,   including  Payments  by  the 

Crown  Agenis. 


BefeDQe. 

Bzpenditnre. 

1885. 

1886. 



1«8«. 

1886. 

% 
3^619 

47,122 

Salaries     • 

808396 

869377 

Rents.  exdosiTe  of  bod  • 

4^866 

282 

Allowances 

— 

M17 

Licenses     ... 

738,000 

876,000 

Contingendes     « 

6^412 

5,709 

Stamps      •         -         . 

90,748 

12i699 

Pensions  ... 

80347 

28358 

Port  and  harbour  does    • 

14318 

17,572 

IleTenue  senrioet 

9,006 

42^706 

Postage      - 

90,385 

20.168 

Administration  of  justice 

8317 

9387 

Fines,  fees  and  forfeitures 
of  Court  ... 

Fees  of  office 

Beimbujsements  • 

perty      - 

28,000 
7,406 
32,474 

523 

21,750 

7,763 

39140 

418 

Bodesiastioal      • 
Charitable  aUowaoces  • 
Education 
Medical    - 
PoUoe       . 

716 

M58 

29300 

4W6 

16^748 

729 

1M48 
48318 
18328 

Interest     - 

14^284 

18,511 

Gaols        .         •         » 

19^696 

20302 

MisoeUaneoui  receipts    • 

112 

25,438 

Harbour  department     • 

3387 

3300 

Special  receipts    - 

1M73 

13»8S0 

Lighthouses 

8.498 

4372 

— 

— 

GoTemment  tosmIs 

5378 

5,768 

Seclamation  works 

186;282 

— 

Postal  servicei    • 

83i8 

3A97 

Bent         .         •         • 

— 

8384 

Transport  • 

28307 

26362 

Miscellaneous  senrioes  - 

2?368 

86.078 

TTorks  and  buildings    • 

195,404 

166386 

Boads,  streets  and  bridges 

128344 

100464 

Land  and  houses  pur- 
chased  •         •          - 

3355 

1.055 

Military  expenditure      - 

240 

249 

Special  expenses - 

148 

2355 

Beclamation  works 
Total 

13S318 

77348 

Total 

149i>,288 

1,216,688 

988371 

977329 
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APPENDIX  B, 

Abstract  of  the  Municipal  Accounts,  Penang^foT  1886. 
FRINGE  OF  WALB8'  ISLAND. 


Dbbtob. 

Cbxditos. 

Ratetf  towti       -           -           - 

$ 

77,877 

Secretary's  department    ' 

$ 

20,291 

Rates,  country  -           -           - 

18,109 

Engineer's  department 

8^189 

Taxes  -           •           .           - 

11,S1I 

Ck>nservanc3r  of  town  - 

82,410 

Rents,  markets  ... 

14,659 

Roads,  town   - 

42,451 

Rents,  misoellaneoos     . 

8,682 

Roads,  country 

9,821 

Miscellaneous  receipts  • 

6,684 

Main  drainage,  town  - 

18,027 

Newmarket  - 

8,554 

New  Prangin  bath-house 

2,886 

Police 

20,000 

Interest 

11,494 

Miscellaneous 

6,782 

Water  Supply. 

Water  Supply. 

General  rate     -           .           - 

3,100 

Town  maintenance      - 

6,861 

Domestic  rate    • 

S6,108 

Iron  piping,  &c. 

8,758 

Miscellaneous   -           -           - 

10,105 

PROVINCE  WELLESLEY. 


Rates    - 

-     27,515 

Assessors'  department 

6,815 

Taxes  -           -           - 

.       7,086 

Conservancy  -            -           - 
Total  expenditure      - 

Advances        .            -           - 

1,408 

Total  revenue  - 

-   199,581 

198,642 

Advances  repaid 

.     20,866 

20,200 

Balance,  Ist  January,  1886 

-     80,932 

Loans  repaid  ... 

20,000 

Deposited  with  bank  - 

1,094 

Balance,  81st  December  1886 
Total      - 

16,448 

Total       • 

-   251,879 

251,879 
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SnuiTt 

SbTTLB1BNT8. 

Fbnavo. 


DSFlSTUBlt. 

— 

Square-rigged. 

NaUTe  Craft. 

Steamers  and 
S<|uare^rigged, 

Native  Craft. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No. 

Tonnage. 

No 

Tonnage. 

No, 

Tonnage. 

United  Kingdom- 

Austria 

France 

Germaiy    • 

Italy 

Russia 

Arabia 

Mauritius  - 

British  India .«« 
Bengal- 

Burma- 

Madias 

French  India 

Ceylon 

Siam,  West    Pro- 
▼inoes     • 

Malay    Peninsula, 
West       • 

Malay    Peninsula, 
Bast 

Sumatra     • 

Other  Dutch  islands 

Philipphies 

Siam«  Proper        • 

French       Cochin 
China      • 

China 

Hong  Kong 

Japan 

America     - 

AustraUa    • 

ments:— 
Shigapore 

Malacca 

148 
7 
6 
40 
3 
1 
8 
1 

81 

168 

68 

80 
44 

678 

667 
18 

1 

1 

66 
68 

10 

1 

404 

223343 

12,446 

6,461 

68*466 

7326 

1321 

1398 

417 

148306 

118331 

64319 

89369 
8348 
62370 

184360 

10,070 

987 

1390 
104384 
88,008 

7318 
187 

376386 

29 

766 
782 

414 
9 

4 
31 

2371 

19404 
18360 

12L216 
780 

883 
8,097 

68 

69 
144 

48 
1 
7 

69 

704 

686 

13 
6 

6 
249 
86 

7 

16 

848 

1 

8i819 
2,0U 
4368 
8A06 
2367 
1386 
1374 

88398 
96380 
51,096 
1,112 
9.498 

7,068 

68,768 

282369 
11,660 
5341 

7404 
194,417 
68334 

8,184 
80369 

801366 
406 

26 

977 
1,062 

688 
2 

48 

2384 

21,771 
28370 

17,707 
460 

2380 

Total- 

2,449 

1,462398 

2,086 

66,761 

2,464 

1371318 

2,692 

70328 
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HoHoKoN*.  HONG  KONG. 


Ko.  14. 


Administrator  Major-General  W.  O.  Camebon  to 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Hong  Kong, 
Sir,  May  2,  1887, 

I  HATE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  Blue  Book  for 
1886,  and  a  report  thereon  by  Mr.  Seth,  chief  clerk  in  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  OflSce. 

2.  I  regret  that  it  was  not  possible  to  have  these  documents 
placed  in  your  hands  earlier,  but  the  printer  has  been  so  pressed 
with  work  in  connexion  widi  the  Law  Revision  Committee  and 
the  Legislative  Council  that  he  could  not  get  it  finished  sooner. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)         W.  G.  CamxIeon. 
The  Right  Hon. 
Sir  Henry  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P.,  G.C.M.G. 
&C.  &C.  &c. 


Report  on  the  Blub  Book  for  1886,  presented  to  the  Legia- 
lative  Council  by  Command  of  His  Excellency  the  OMcer 
Administering  the  Government  on  22nd  April  1887 •> 

1. — Taxation. 

The  following  changes  were  made  in  1886  in  the  taxes  of  the 
Colony : — 

Piers  and  Wharves. 

(a)  By  an  Order  of  the  (Jovemor  in  Council,  conveyed  in 
Colonial  Secretary's  Office  Document  No.  495  of  1886,  a  fee  of 
$7^  is  levied  for  every  permit  to  erect  a  pier  or  wharf  in  the 
villages  other  than  a  pier  or  wharf  authorised  by  Ordinance. 

Spirit  Licences. 

(b,)  By  Ordinance  21  of  1886  the  fees  for  spirit  licences  were 
re-adjusted. 
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Coffee  Houses  and  Restaurants.  Homo  Koro. 

(e.)  B7  the  same  Ordinance  a  fee  was  iilso  fixed  for  coffee 
houses  and  restaurants. 


Stamp  Duties. 

(d,)  The  Stamp  Duties  were  re-adjusted  by  Ordinance  16  of 
1886. 


Bills  of  Sale. 

(e.)  Bj  Ordinance  12  of  1886  a  scale  of  fees  was  fixed  for  the 
registration  of  bills  of  sale. 


Vehicles  arid  Chairs. 

(f.)  By  an  Order  of  the  Governor  in  Council  of  the  22nd 
October  1886^  made  under  Ordinance  5  of  1883^  the  half-yearly 
fee  for  a  wheeled  vehicle  was  raised  from  $S  to  $6  per  annum. 

Fees. 

There  were  no  changes  in  the  personal  fees  received  by  the 
several  officers  in  the  several  departments. 


2. — Bbvenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue,  omitting  premia  from  land  salesi  amounted  to 
Jj(l  ^367^977  74;  and  the  expenditure^  including  extraordinary 
works,  amounted  to  J^2^020^861  65.  Premia  from  land  sales 
Realised  in  1886,  the  sum  of  ,^34,731  59. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  the  past  five  years  have  been : — 


Ymr, 

Beveniie. 

PrBmut  nroin 
Land. 

Expenditure. 

Extraordinarj 
Expenditure. 

1SS8      - 

1^9,517    OS 

18,880    77 

1,094,804     92 

t 

18S8      - 

M89,448    29 

25,718    65 

1,162,247     14 

180,052     10 

18S4      . 

1,173,071    48 

19,695    00 

1,254.684     77 

840,763    62 

ISSft     . 

1^1,889    70 

« 

66,658    50 

1,146,103     15 

475,147     24 

1886     - 

1,867,977    74 

84,731     59 

1,195,236    81 

825,624    84 
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hovgKoito.  3.— Local  Bevbkues. 

"""  The   Chinese  inhabitants  contributed  in  1886,  by  voluntary 

assessment  among  themselves,  to  the  pay  of  the  district  watchmen 
$2j86Z  32,  and  received  from  the  Government  a  grant  in  aid  of 
Jj!2,000  00. 

4 — Assets  and  Liabilities. 

On  the  Slst  December  1886  the  liabilities  of  the  Colony 
exceeded  its  assets  by  J9191,512  29. 

The  surplus  assets  of  the  preceding  four  years  have  been  as 
follows: — 

$  c. 

1882  .             -             .             -     1,148,664  39 

1883  -             -            .            -     1,067,200  52 

1884  •      .     .      .    729,562  02 

1885  ....   427,692  42 


5. — ^Public  Debt. 
There  was  no  public  debt  in  1886. 

6. — MiuTABT  Expenditure. 

The  military  expenditure  defrayed  by  the  Colony  during  the 
last  five  years  has  been  as  follows : — 

$  c. 

1882  ....  109.372  62 

1883  ....  111,962  09 

1884  ....  114,498  78 

1885  ....  117,337  00 

1886  ....  124,561  68 


7. — Government  Buildinos. 

New  Market 

(a.)  Houses  Nos.  30  to  36  inclusive,  Praya  Central,  were 
resumed  by  the  Government  for  building  the  new  Central  Market. 

TSde^Gauffe, 

(b.)  The  house  for  keeping  the  automatic  tide-gauge,  which 
was  erected  and  ready  for  use  in  July  1885,  was  occupied  in 
October  1886  upon  the  arrival  of  the  tide-gauge  and  apparatus 
from  England. 
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Government  House.  Hoxa  Kong. 

(c.)  Gbvemment  House  was  maintained  in  repair,  and    the 
sanitazy  arrangements  were  sadsfactory. 

a — PUBJAQ  WOBKS. 

Several  public  works  were  completed  daring  the  jear,  among 
which  may  DC  mentioned : — 
(a.)  Sanitary  works  to  the  extent  of  over  ^99,000. 
(b.)  General  repairs  to  Mountain  Lodge, 
(c)  A  temporary  Matshed  Police  Station  at  the  Peak. 
(d.)  Extension  of  the  Cattle  Dep6t 
(e.)  The  Lazaretto  on  Stone  Gutters'  Island. 

9. — ^Legislation. 

;  The  followinjz  Ordinances  were  passed  daring  the  year : — 

No.  1  ori886. — An  Ordinance  to  empower  the  Colonial 
Treasurer  to  pay  otherwise  than  to 
Executors  or  Administrators  small 
sums  dae  on  account  of  Pay  or 
Allowances  to  Persons  deceased. 

No.  2  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  the  better  Apportion- 
ment of  Bents  and  other  Periodical 
Payments. 

No.  3  of  1886* — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  Larceny  and  Embezzlement. 

No.  4  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  the  Custody  of  Infants. 

No.  5  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  Sales  of  Reversions. 

No.  6  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  regulate  the  printing  of 
Newspapers  and  Books  and  the  keep- 
ing of  JPrinting  Presses  within  the 
Colony. 

No.  7  of  1886. — ^An  Ordinance  to  repeal  the  Usury  Laws 
and  to  fix  a  legal  rate  of  interest. 

Na  8  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  Trade  Marks. 

No.  9  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  regulate  Religious  Cere- 
monies and  Festivals. 

No.  10  of  1886. — ^An  Ordinance  for  the  relief  of  Widows 
and  Children  of  Intestates  where  the 
personal  estate  is  of  small  value. 

No.  11  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  authorise  the  raising 
of  a  Loan  not  exceeding  200,000/. 

No.  12  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  Law  for  preventing  Frauds  upon 
Creditors  by  Secret  Bills  of  Sale. 
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lIoNG  Koiro.  No.  13  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Law  as  to 
Sales  of  Land  by  Public  Auction. 

No,  14  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  for  the  Incorporation  of 
the  Procurator,  in  Hong  Kong,  for 
the  Dominican  Missions  in  the  Far 
East 

No.  16  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Peace  in  the  Colony. 

No.  16  of  1886. — An  Ordinance .  for  regulating  the  Stamp 
Bevenue. 

No.  17  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  for  amending  the  Ofrium 
Ordinances. 

No.  18  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  to  prevent  the  sale  or 
conveyance  on  board  Ship  of  any 
Spirituous  or  Fermented  Liquor,  and 
to  prohibit  the  hovering  near  or 
about  Ships  of  any  persons  in  boats 
for  the  purpose  of  selling  or  taking 
on  board  Ship  of  such  liquor. 

No.  19  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  the  establishment  of 
Reformatory  Schools. 

No.  20  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  providing  Harbour 
Regulations. 

Na  21  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  consolidating  the  Law 
respecting  the  Sale  of  Liquora 

No.  22  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  continuing  the  status 
of  the  French  Mail  Steamers. 

No.  23  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  for  securing  the  status 
of  the  German  Mail  Steamers. 

No.  24  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  authorise  the  Ap- 
propriation of  ;j!123,798  11  to  defiray 
the  Charges  of  the  Year  1885. 
No.  25  of  1886. — An  Ordinance  to  apply  a  sum  of 
<{1, 094,914  to  the  Public  Service  of 
the  Year  1887. 

No.  26  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  for  enabling  the  Legisla- 
tive Council,  and  any  Committee 
thereof,  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  and  to  administer  Oaths  to 
Witnesses. 
No.  27  of  1886.— An  Ordinance  to  enable  the  Governor 
to  appoint  Commissions  and  to  confer 
certain  powers  on  Commissioners  so 
appointed  necessary  for  conducting 
Inquiries. 
No.  28  of  1886. — An    Ordinance    to    amend   the    Law 

relating  to  Wills. 
No.  29  of  1886. — An    Ordinance    relating    to    Bills    of 
Lading. 
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No  30  of  1886.— "An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Companies   Hono  Komo. 
Ordinances  1865  to  1886.  

No.  31  of  1886« — ^An  Ordinance  for  preserving  an 
authentic  record  of  the  Ordinances 
of  the  Colony  and  for  other  purposes. 


10. — Councils  and  Assemblies. 

Executive  Council — The  Hon.  E.  L.  O'Malley^  Attorney 
General,  haying  departed  in  March,  on  leave  of  absence^  his 
locum  tenens,  the  Hon.  £.  J.  Ackroyd,  succeeded  to  his  seat  in  the 
Executive  Council 

Legislative  CeninetV.— -The  following  appointments  were  made 
during  the  year : — 

The  Hon.  H.  G.  Thomeett,  RN.,  vice  the  Hon,  P.  Stewart, 

the  Registrar  General,  acting  as  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Hon.  A.  P.  MacEwen,  vice  the  Hon.  T.  Jackson,  on 

leave. 
The  Hon,  J.  Belltlrving,  vice  the   Hon.  W.  Keswick,  on 

leave. 
The  Hon.  C.  P.  Chater,  vice  the  Hon.  F.  D.  Sassoon>  on 
leave. 
Sanitary  Board. — Mr.  Stewart,  the  Registrar  General,  having 
acted  as  Colonial  Secretary  during  the  year,  his  place  on  the 
Board  was  continued  to  be  filled  by  Mr.  Lockhart,  the  Acting 
Registrar  General. 

The  following  new  appointments  were  made  during  the  year:— 

The  Hon.  A.  P.  MacEwen,  M.L.C. 
Patrick  Manson,  Esq.,  M.D.,  LL.D. 
N.  J.  Ede,  Esq.i  J.P. 
Dr.  Ho  Kai,  Barrister-at-Law. 

Board  of  Examiners.  —There  was  no  change  in  the  constitution 
of  the  Board  during  the  year. 

Medical  Board. — ^The  Hon.  J.  Bell-Irving  and  Dr.  P.  Hanson 
succeeded  the  Hon.  W.  Keswick  and  the  Hon.  T.  Jackson, 
respectively,  as  members  of  the  Board. 


11. — CiTiL  Estabushhbnts. 

The  Hon.  W.  H.  Marsh,  C.M.G.,  Colonial  Secretary^  con- 
tinued to  administer  the  Government.  The  following  officers  also 
continued  in  their  respective  acting  appointments : — 

The  Hon.  Frederick  Stewart,  Registrar  General  as  Acting 

Colonial  Secretary. 
J.  H.  Stewart  Lodirhart^  Esq.,  Assbtant   Colonial    Secre* 
tary,  as  Acting  Registrar  General. 
Several  chan^  occurred  in  various  Departments  consequent 
upon  Officers  gomg  on  leave  of  absence. 
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HOKO  Koiro.  12, — OPFIOBBS^  WflO  HAVE  GIVEN  SbOUBITT  rOR   THE 
DlSOHABaS  OT  THEIR  DUTIBS. 

The  validity  of  the  sureties  of  the  various  OflBcers  was  duly 
inquired  into  at  the  end  of  every  quarter,  and  found  to  he 
satisfactory. 

13. — ^Pensions. 

The  following  officers  retired  on  pension  during  the  year : — 
A.  de  Souza,  Apothecary,  Lock  Hospital. 
Georffe  Orley,  inspector  of  police. 
5  Chinese  police  constables. 
1  Indian  police  constable. 

14. — Expenditure  op  the  Establishments. 

The  amounts  paid  during  the  year  on  account  of  the  Establish- 
ments were : — 
Payments  in  Great  Britain  in  sterling  money,  23,444/.  16#.  5d. 
Payments  in  die  Colony  in  local  currency,  $6S6,9SS  06. 

15. — ^Foreign  Consuls. 

No  new  Consulates  were  established  in  the  Colony  during 
1886.  Mr.  J.  J.  de  Souza  reported  that  he  had  ceased  to  be 
Consul  for  Yeneamela.     No  fresh  appointment  has  been  made. 

1 6. — Population. 

The  estimated  population  on  the  31st  December  1886  was  as 
foUows : — 

Males  .....     144,550 
Females  -  -  -  .      56,440 

which  is  10^396  more  than  the  estimated  population  at  the  end  of 
1885. 

The  last  oensxu  was  taken  in  1881,  the  population  being  then 
returned  as  160^02,  of  which  115,369  were  males,  and  45,033 
females. 

The  following  is  the  mean  estimated  population  for  the  last  five 
years: — 


Tears. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1882 

119,704 

46,729 

166,488 

1888 

124,768 

48,707 

178,475 

18S4 

180,560 

50,969 

181,529 

1885 

187,079 

'  58,515 

190,594 

1886         -           -           . 

144,550 

56,440 

200,990 
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The  births  and  deaths  for  the  last  fire  years  were  as  follows ; —    Ho^'<*  ^^^^^ 


Yean. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Per  1,000  of  Mean 
Population. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

1882          .            -"          - 

1888          .... 

1884  •            -            .            . 

1885  .... 

1886  .... 

1^5 
1,509 
1,551 
1,555 
1,557 

4,189 
4,712 
4,811 
5,192 
5,100 

9*28 
8-70 
8*54 
8-16 

7-74 

2517 
2716 
28-74 
27-24 
25-87 

17. — ECdiBSIASTIOAL   ESTABLISHMENTS. 

There  were  no  changes  in  these  establishments  as  compared 
with  preyious  years. 

18. — ^Education. 

The  total  number  of  schools  subject  to  supervision  by  the 
Oovemment  amounted  in  1886  to  90,  being  the  same  number  as 
in  1885  and  1884. 

The  total  number  of  scholars  subject  to  Government  supervision 
during  the  last  five  years  was  as  follows : — 


Tears. 

GoYemment 
Schools. 

6rant-m-4ud. 

Total. 

1882 

1888         -           .           - 

1884  -           -            - 

1885  -            -            - 
1886 

2,114 
2,080 
1,978 
1,808 
1,898 

3,068 
8,517 
8,907 
4,041 
8,951 

5,182 
5,597 
5,886 
5,844 
5,844 

The  total  expenditure  for  the  last  five  yean  was  as  follows : — 


1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 


ff  0. 

33,743  29 

36,412  26 

86,758  14 

36,086  27 

43,085  60 
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Hoso  Koiio.  19. — Exchanges,  Moneys,  Weights  and  Measubes. 

Exchange.  s 

The  rate  of  exchange  on  four  months'  bills  on  London  fell  from 
Zs.  4^d.  per  dollar  on  the  4th  January  1886  to  Zs.  O^d.  on  the 
4th  August.  In  the  month  of  December  following  the  rate  had 
risen  to  3a.  4^cf. 

Currency. 

The  law  afFecting  currency  has  remained  unchanged. 


Bank  Nates. 

The  bank  notes  in  circulation  in  Hong  Kong  during  the  last 
fire  years,  as  furnished  by  the  managers  of  the  respective  banks, 
were  as  follows : — 


Tears. 


Average  Amoant. 


Specie  in  Resenre. 


ISSS 

$ 
4,253,867 

1,586,666 

issa 

- 

- 

- 

5,099,661 

1,779.166 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

4^14,787 

1,810,888 

1885 

• 

- 

- 

4,080,071 

2,000,888 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

4,868,705 

2,188,888 

Money  Cfirculation, 

The  approximate  amount  of  coin  put  into  circulation  up   to 
31st  December  1886  was  as  follows: — 

Hong  Kong  dollars  and  half  dollars  struck 

at  the  Hong  Kong  Mint  -  -  ^1,421,487 

Hong  Kong  silver  and  ooj^r  subsidiary 
coins  (20,  10,  and  6  cent  pieces  ;  and  1 
cent  and  mil  pieces)       ...  ;$fl,983,881 

The  importation  of  copper  coin  has  been  discontinued. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

The  weights  and  measures  in  use  in  the  Colony  are  regulated 
by  Ordinance  8  of  1885. 

20.— Impobts  and  Expobts. 

There  being  no  Custom  House  it  is  not  possible  to  furnish  an 
account  of  the  imports  and  exports. 
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21. — Shipping. 
Arrivals  exclusive  of  Junks. 

The  total  arrivals^  exclusive  of  junks,  during  the  year  1880 
amounted  to  4,261  veseek  and  4,571,296  tons,  being  an  excess  of 
823  vessels  and  704,587  tons  over  the  arrivals  in  1885. 

Junka. 

22,971  junks  measuring  1,752,868  tons  arrived  in  the  Colony 
in  1886,  as  against  23,674  junks  and  1,797,222  tons  in  1885^ 
showing  a  decrease  of  703  junks  and  44,354  tons. 


Hovo  Kovo. 


Arrivals  exclusive  of  Junks. 

The  total  arrivals,  exclusive  o£  junks,  for  the  last  five  years 
were: — 


Yean. 

Number  of  V  eiself. 

Toot. 

1SS9 

• 

• 

• 

8,437 

3,170,343 

ISSS 

• 

- 

• 

3,399 

3,450,493 

18S4 

- 

• 

- 

3,990 

S,47^,S37 

ISSS 

• 

• 

- 

3,4SS 

3,S6«,709 

1SS6 

• 

• 

• 

4,S51 

4,571,996 

Junks  arrived. 
The  total  arrivals  of  junks  for  the  last  five  years  were  :*- 


Tean. 

Number  of  Jonks. 

Tons. 

1SS9 

. 

• 

• 

95^1 

1,805,390 

1833 

- 

- 

• 

9^-958      " 

1,851,939 

1884 

• 

- 

- 

937473 

•      1,637,594 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

93,374 

1,797,999 

ISSS 

" 

* 

• 

99,971       - 

1,759,868 

0    51507. 
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HoNO  Kovo.  Immigration  and  Emigration. 

""■"*  Hic  foUowing  Tnll  show  the  Bomber  of  Chinese  who  arrived  in 

and  tlie  number  who  departed  from  the  Colony  during  the  last 
fire  years: — 


Years. 

Arriyed. 

Departed. 

}88S 

^ 

. 

^ 

61,905 

78,864 

1888 

- 

• 

- 

74,7M 

57,488 

isai 

• 

- 

- 

78,767 

51,817 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

80,778 

57,517 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

88,704 

64^98 

22. — AaEIOULTUBE. 

The  lands  of  the  Colony  being  limited  and  not  favourable  for 
agricultural  purposes  lliere  ift  no  inducement  for  this  industry 
here.    The  produce  is  quite  nominal. 

23. — Manufaotubes,  &c. 

Manufactories. 

During  the  year  the  glass  works  and  the  steam  laundry  stopped 
working. 

Steam  Launches. 

The  total  number  of  steam  launches  built  in  the  Colony  in 
1886  was  26  with  a  total  tonnage  of  l5659j  as  against  87  with  a 
total  of4^106  in  1885. 

24. — Grants  of  Land. 
The  sales  of  land  on  lease  during  the  last  five  years  were :— 


Team. 

Total  No.  of  Sales. 

Total  No.  of  Aem 
aold. 

1882 

^            ^ 

^ 

. 

34 

▲.      B.      P. 

41     8     5i 

1888 

- 

- 

- 

80 

60    1  S6i 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

76 

25    8    Si 

1885 

•           « 

- 

• 

145 

28    0  14| 

1886 

- 

* 

» 

88 

82    2  81f 
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26. — OaOLS  and  FRISONEBa 


Hovo  KOKO. 


On  the  Ist  January  1886  there  were  573  prisoners  in  Victoria 
Gaol ;  49600  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  4^541  discharged ; 
the  total  number  of  prisoners  on  the  3l8t  of  December  1886  was 
632^  of  whom  49  were  Europeans. 

The  daily  average  of  prisoners  was  674,  as  against  630  in  the 
preyious  year. 

The  number  of  prisoners  admitted  into  gaol  during  the  last  five 
years  was  as  follows : — 


Years. 

No.  of  Friaoners. 

TotaL 

Daily  Aver- 

affe  Number 

In  Prison. 

Men. 

Women. 

Jayeniles. 

1882    . 

3^64 

108 

131 

8»498 

622*00 

1888    • 

818OO 

137 

149 

3^6 

542-50 

1884     . 

8,670 

168 

185 

4,023 

552-00 

1885     - 

8^27 

147 

186 

3,610 

530-00  . 

1886     . 

4;278 

178 

149 

4,600 

674-00 

26.— Cbiminal  Statistics. 

Supreme  Court. 

The  followinff  is  a  return  of  cases  tried  at  the  Supreme  Court 
during  the  last  five  years :  — 


Number 
of 

Number 
^  el 
Penom. 

Con- 
victed. 

Ac- 
quitted. 

Postpones. 

Ycftn. 

Number 
of  Cases. 

Number 
of  Per- 
aons. 

No.  of 
Cases. 

No.  of 
Persona. 

1888.       • 
1888-       • 

1884-  • 

1885-  • 

1886-  • 

IM 

91 
68 
91 
76 

187 
126 
161 
147 
107 

124 
70 
65 

108 
60 

88 
26 
20 
22 

20 

16 
14 
8 
16 
16 

21 
28* 
16 
82 

87t 

- 

-■ 

Total   - 

m 

668 

481 

126 

68 

114 

Average  (rf 
Syeait* 

89-1 

188-1 

84-1 

28-i 

18-1 

221 

11 

Averaseor 
1881     - 

1951 

189-1 

18ft 

48-1 

6-1 

r\ 

- 

-  , 

•  One  committed  suicide. 


t  One  recognisance  eetreattti. 
P  2 
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UOKO  KOMO. 


Police  MagisirateU  Court. 

The  cases  before  the   police  magistrates  daring  the  last  five 
years  were  as  follows : — 


Tmib. 


IMS 

1S8S 
UM 
1S86 

vm 

Total 
4f«Meo(6yein 
▲TengeofSjMun 


ii 


10^668 
UfiH 


67,in 


8088*6 


Cues  how  diipoted  of. 


M08 

18^985 
11.901 
16,619 


1M88*4  18407*8 


8^788*0 


81448 
81797 

U888 
M06 

18,988 


49p789 


9b9fi9*8 


7,089*4 


f;i77 

8,7«r 
8,668 
8^416 
8.888 


18,880 


8^808*0 


8AS1*8 


S76 
188 
106 
161 
169 


888 


165*6 


807*4 


89 
88 
88 
14 
6 


184 


18*0 


It 


816 
881 


8^885 


4670 


17 
6 
8 
6 
86 


78 


U*4 


88-6 


87 
171 
107 

18 
168 


861 


UO-8 


8r4 


Marine  Magi$traU?s  Court 

The  cases  before  the  Marine  Magistrate's  Court  daring  the 
Jast  five  years  were  as  follows : —     . 


Yean. 


I 

I 


I 


Defeudante  how  diipoMd  oL 


h 


Hi 


t888  * 

1886  • 

1884  - 

1886  - 

1886  • 


76 
87 
78 
111 
68 


189 
68 

169 
881 

87 


66 
18 
85 

186 
48 


Total 


Avenige  of  lait  6 
jmn 

Average  of   list  8 
yean  ending  1881- 


860 


m 


148 


IS 


65 


72*0 


144*8 


66*6 


28*4 


9*0 


8*6 


18*0 


1*0 


141*8 


250*0 


96*0 


68*4 


88*6 


9*8 


14*8 


2*0 


119 


27*4 
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Police. 

The  cases  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  police  during  the  last 
five  years  were  as  follows : — 


HONO  KOKO. 


Serioiif  Offonoet. 

Minor  Offenoei. 

Tewt. 

Number  of 
CMea. 

Oonrioted. 

Diaohargod. 

Number  of 

OonTicteO. 

Diaebarged. 

J88«  . 
188S  • 

1884  • 

1885  . 

1886  .          - 

8,086 

2A66 
8»000 

U06 

xm 

1.29T 
1.S96 
1,889 

B61 
48S 
060 

061 

478 

8,788 
0^ 

7*J1 
4869 
6,886 

8^608 
4014 
4748 
WW 
6,407 

846 

l,0i4 

1408 

707 

678 

Total 

12.687 

we? 

8,689 

87489 

8M88 

4401 

ATerageofSyean- 

Wf7-4 

1,318*4 

087*8 

0?I87*8 

4004-6 

880*8 

^sagi?U"~! 

S^STO'S 

1845-8 

446*6 

4481*8 

8.797-4 

790*4 

27. — ^Hospitals,  4c. 

Civil  Hospital.    * 

The  admissions  to  the  Qovemment  Civil  Hospital  during  the 
year  were  as  follows  as  compared  with  1885 : — 


18S5. 

1886. 

PoKce        .           -           - 

- 

495 

6G2 

Board  of  Trade       - 

- 

100 

182 

Priyate  paying  patientf      - 

- 

263 

381 

GoTemmeot  serrants 

- 

124 

144 

Police  eaies 

• 

288 

142 

J)ertitute«  - 

270 

222 

1,510 

1,623 

Digitized  by 


Google 


280 


PAPBBS  BBLATING  TO 


HoHo  Koiro*       The  total  admissions  to  the  hospital  and  deaths  daring  the 
— "        last  fire  years  were  as  follows : — 


Yean. 

Admisnons. 

Deaths. 

ISSS 

- 

. 

. 

- 

1|414 

68 

1888 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1.486 

70 

1884 

- 

' 

- 

- 

1,808 

50 

1885 

- 

- 

• 

- 

1,510 

te 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

1,688 

79 

The  admisrions  from  the  police  force  and  the  number  of  deaths 
for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows :-  ^       . 


Tears. 

Admiistons. 

Deaths. 

1888 

- 

- 

549 

8 

1888 

• 

• 

599 

10 

1884 

- 

- 

486 

7 

1885 

- 

■- 

495 

9* 

1886 

• 

- 

608 

lit 

The  admissions  of  Europeans  were,  in  1885,  124,  as  compared 
with  188  in  1886;  the  Cldnese  were  163  in  1885,  as  compared 
with  221  in  1886 ;  and  the  Indians  were  208  in  1885,  as  com- 
pared with  243  in  1886. 

Military  HotpUai. 

The  admissions  frota  among  the  troops  during  the  past  five  years 
were  as  foUows : — 


Years. 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

1888 

• 

- 

- 

1,019 

9 

1888 

- 

- 

- 

1,105 

10 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

1,097 

18 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

1,090 

84J 

1886 

- 

• 

- 

1,607 

9 

*  Only  5  of  theee  died  in  hot^ital,  1  died  at  his  own  residence,  and  3  died  whilst 
on  leave, 
t  In  hospital 
X  18  died  of  cholera. 
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SmaU'pox  Hospital.  Hono  Kovq. 

The  admisBions  during  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows  :— 
Tean. 


1882 Na 

1883  •  -  •  -  -     12 

1884  .  -  -  -  -7 

1885  -            .            -            -            -     14 
1886 11 

Inquesii, 
The  inquests  held  during  past  five  years  were  as  follows  :-^ 
Tean.  AdmiBrions. 

1882 113 

1883  -     -     .     -     -  101 

1884  -     «     -     .     -  82 
1886 100 

1886  -     -     -     -     .  120  . 

26.r-CHABITABLE  AKD  LiXXEAST  IKSTITUTIOMS. 

The  Alice  Memorial  Hospital  was  formed  during  the  past  year* 

29. — Bbligious  Institutions. 

No  firesh  institution  was  formed. 

An  Ordinance  (14  of  1886)  was  passed  during  tiie  year  for  the 
Inoorporation  of  the  Procurator  in  Hongkong  for  the  Dominican 
Missions  in  the  Far  East,  and  properties  belon^ng  to  the 
Dominican  Missions  were  transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  said 
Corporation. 

Abathoon  Seth, 

Chief  Clerk  ^ 
Hong  Eong,  22nd  April  1887. 
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Cbtlov. 


CEYLON. 

No.  16: 
Governor  Sir  A.  H.  Gobdon  to  Sir  H.  T.  Houlamd. 

„     Quel's  Hou&e,  Colombo,  Ceylon^ 
Sib,  August  24, 1887. 

I  HAT£  the  honour  to  forward  herewiw  a  copy  of  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Colony  for  1886,  together  with  the  usual  Report 
thereon  by  the  Colonial  Secretary. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Bight  Hon.  (Signed)        A.  Gordon. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart,  aC.M.0.,  MJP. 


Bbfort  on  the  Blue  Book  of  CetiiON  for  1886. 
Itevenue  and  Expenditure. 

I.  The  revenue  for  1886  amounted  to  Rs.  12,682,548  78  and 
the  expenditure  to  Rs.  13,013,067  18.  There  was,  therefore,  an 
excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of  Rs.  330,518  39. 

The  revenue  showed  an  increase  as  compared  with  that  of  1885 
of  Rs.  31,685  08,  but  the  total  actual  revenue  was  Rs.  425,351  21 
below  that  estimated 

Hie  following  are  the  principal  items  under  which  the  actual 
fell  short  of  tiie  estimated  revenue.  ^^  Arrears  of  Revenue,*^ 
Rs.  48,947  76;  ''Toll  Rents"  and  *' Arrack  Rent"  of 
Rs.  12,780  72  and  Rs.  56,922  29  respectively;  "Timber,'' 
Rs.  23,292  81;  ''Cost  of  Police  within  MuniciDalities;' 
Rs.  18,116  48 ;  '*  Payments  on  account  of  deflci^cy  of  Troops," 
Rs.  146,833  33. 

The  expenditure  on  the  Votes  of  the  year  amounted  to 
Rs.  13,013,067  18;  Rs.  217,722,  unexpended  balances  of  1886, 
were  carried  forward  for  expenditure  ih  1886,  of  which  R&  44|1]2 
were  agun  carried  forward  for  expenditure  during  1887,  together 
witih  ]R8.  306,134,  unexpended  balances  of  1886. 

Revenue^ 

2  The  decrease  of  Rs.  48,947  76,  under  the  head  "  Arrears  of 
Revenue,"  is  due  to  smaller  outstandings  in  consequence  of  a 
more  thorough  collection  during  the  preceding  year,  and  is  there- 
fore to  be  r^arded  with  satisfaction. 
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Tbe  recoyeries  under  ''  Cmtoms "  show  a  net  increase  of  Bs.  -Cstloi^. 
46,234  69^  due  to  a  larger  importation  of  cotton  goods,  haber-  — ^ 
dasherj,  keroune  oil,  spirits  and  cordials,  &c.|  and  to  considerable 
increase  in  the  export  duty  on  plumbago,  of  which  the  quantity 
exported  in  1886  was  largely  in  excess  of  1885  ;  the  quantity  of 
grain  imported  into  the  Island  was  smaller  in  1886  than  in  1885, 
but  the  decrease  in  amount  of  import  duty  on  grain  was  more 
than  counterbalanced  by  the  increase  on  other  articles  as  above 
mentioned.  There  is  a  slight  decrease  under  ^'  Port  Clearances,'' 
which  is  due  to  the  smaller  number  of  vessels  which  called  at  the 
outports  in  consequence  of  the  decrease  in  srain  imports.  The 
number  of  vessels  that  vbited  the  Colombo  Harbour  during  tbe 
year^  and  their  tonnage,  was  in  excess  of  that  in  the  previous  year, 
and  in  consequence  there  was  an  increase  under  '^  Boats  and 
Moorings,"  ''  Pilotage,"  and  '^  Colombo  Harbour  Dues." 

There  was  an  increase  under  ^  Land  Sales"  of  Rs.  6^563  28, 
due  to  extensive  sales  of  land  in  the  Helani  Valley  district  for  tea 
planting.  In  other  parts  of  the  Island  there  was  a  decrease  under 
this  head. 

The  increase  under  '^  Qrain,"  Rs.  45,604  53,  may,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  increase  in  1885  over  1884,  in  great  measure  be 
ascribed  to  extended  cultivation,  the  result  of  the  inci^eased 
attention  which  has  beep  given  of  late  to  the  repair  and  improve- 
ment  of  irrigation  works,  to  good  crops,  and  to  the  more  regular 
recovery  of  the  tax  under  the  commutation  system. 

The  decrease  under  ^^  Bents  exclude  of  Land  ^  is  due  to 
smaller  return  from  toll  rents,  owing  to  the  continued  falling  off 
in  the  traffic  on  the  main  road  in  tbe  coffee  districts ;  there  are, 
however,  signs  of  improvement  under  this  head,  and  the  tolls  for 
1887  have  realised  better  prices  than  those  of  1886. 

The  decrease  under  *' Arrack,  Rum,  and  Toddy"  of 
Bs.  56,922  29  is  due  in  the  main  to  the  same  causes  as  those  that 
affiM!ted  this  source  of  revenue  in  1885  ;  but  the  sales  for  the  year 
1887-8  show  a  considerable  increase,  which  may  be  ascribed 
chiefly  to  a  revival  of  prosperity  amongst  the  classes  who  consume 
these  spirits,  consequent,  especially  on  the  extension  and  success 
of  tea  cultivation. 

Although  there  is  an  apparent  decrease  under  ^^  Stamps "  in 
reality  there  was  an  increase,  as  whereas  the  net  decrease  was 
only  Rs.  3,145,  it  should  be  noted  that  in  1885  a  sum  of  Bs.  6,048, 
the  value  of  defalcations  in  1879,  was  included  in  the  revenue  for 
that  year. 

There  was  a  small  increase  under  '^  Taxes,"  Bs.  1,254  56,  due 
to  P||K>mpt  recovery. 

There  was  an  increase  under  the  head  "  Fines  and  Forfeitures  " 
of  Bs.  7,782  96. 

Under  '^ Government  Vessels"  there  was  an  increase  of 
Bs.  14,985  97,  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Colonial  steamer  worked 
uninterruptedly  during  the  year. 

Under  '*  Sales  of  Government  Property  "  there  was  an  increase 
of  Ks.  2,350  38,  due  to  an  increase  in  the  sale  of  salt.    Under 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


234  PAPJSB8  BELATIKG  TO 

Onu^     ^  head  ^  Timber"  there  was  a  decrease,  owing  to  the  smaller 
sapply  of  timber  ofiered  for  sale. 

*^  Reimbarsements  "  show  a  net  decrease  of  Bs.  56^598  24.  The 
&lling  off  in  "^Survey  Fees,"  Bs.  165684  17,  is  dtte  to  sales  of 
small  iJlotments  of  Crown  land  havmg  been  fewer  than  in  1886. 

**  Valne  of  Prison  Labour*'  shows  a  decrease  of  Rs.  5>812^  89, 
which  is  doe  to  the  withdrawal  of  prisoners  from  the  Breakwater 
Works  on  their  completion. 

The  decrease  of  m  18,116  48,  under  cost  of  police  within 
munidpalities,  is  dne  to  Ae  fiiet  that  the  receipts  in  1886  under 
this  head  indnded  arrears  of  1884  collected  in  that  year. 

^'  Medical  Aid  Fund''  shows  a  ialHng  off  of  Bs.  4,463  62,  dne 
to  smaller  receipts  en  account  of  e:q>OFt,  chiefly  coffee.  The 
working  of  the  Medical  Aid  Ordinance  ccmthraes  to  entail  a  heavy 
diarge  on  the  general  rerenua 

Under  ''  Miscellaneous  Beceipts  ^  there  is  &  net  increase  of 
Bl  16,969  25,  although  under  ^  Fiaymenfts  on  aeeount  of  Defi- 
ciency of  Troops  "  there  is  a  decrease  of  Bs.  146,833  33,  no  claim 
for  a  refund  under  this  head  having  arisen  dnrine  the  year. 

The  increase  under  '^Interest  on  Public  Funds  invested," 
Bs.  S3,2S2  68,  is  due  to  iht  investment  of  a  further  portion  of  the 
currency  reserve. 

a%e  increase  under  '<  Peari  Fishery,"  Bs.  3,531  04,  is  due  to 
the  high  prices  realised  for  the  right  of  fishing  in  Tamblegam 
Bay. 

''  Bailway  Becapts.  "-^The  increase  of  Bs.  74,667  19  is  mainly 
due  to  the  opening  of  the  extension  to  Nanu-Oya  in  May  1885, 
and  to  the  derelopment  of  tea  cultivation. 

Expenditure, 

3.  On  establishments  a  net  increase  is  shown  of  Bs.  75,702  37, 
of  which  Bs.  15,215  43  is  under  the  bead  '<  Secretariat " ;  this  is 
due  to  increased  amount  required  to  pay  cadets,  additional  expen-^ 
diture  on  account  of  telegrams,  and  the  cost  of  new  furniture ;  and 
also  to  the  fact  that  in  1885  considerable  savings  were  effected  on 
the  salaries  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Second  Assistant 
Colonial  Secretary  ;  further,  a  sum  of  Bs.  3,686,  drawn  on  account 
of  salaries,  ''Printing  Branch,"  was  refunded  and  brought  to 
aocotmt  in  the  year  as  a  ''  MiaceUaueous  "  receipt ;  the  net  increase 
of  expenditure  on  account  of  the  Secretariat  was  Bs.  7,880. 

Of  the  increase  of  Bs.  3,132  68,  under  Provincial  Agencies, 
Western  Province,  Bs.  1,632  is  due  to  savings  that  were  effected 
in  salaries  of  the  staff  in  1885. 

The  increase  under  ^'  Provincial  Agency,"  Uva,  is  covered  by  a 
decrease  approximating  the  same  amount  imder  Central  Province; 
In  1886  the  Uva  Province  was  separated  from  the  Central 
Province  and  created  a  distinct  province. 

There  was  an  increase  of  Bs.  9,705  39  under  Public  Works 
D^Mirtment,  which  is  accounted  for  by  the  appointment  of  a 
Provincial  Engineer  for  the  North  Central  Province^  and  by  a 
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fUrtber  increase  in  the  staff  of  oflBcers ;  there  was  also  an  increase      Qbyiov. 
in   the  staff  of  surveyors^  which  accounts  for   the  increase  of        — — 
RsL  7,7SS  51  und^  Survey  Department 

The  increase  of  Rs.  4,231  74,  under  '^Postal  Tdegraph  Depart- 
ment,'' is  dne  to  the  appointment  of  four  additional  telegraph 
masters  and  an  increment  of  pay,  in  accordance  with  agreement,  to 
the  superintendent. 

Under  ''  Railway  Department "  an  increase  of  Ks.  20^46  49  is 
'fihown,  whidi  is  dne  mainly  to  the  additional  staff- taken  on  on  the 
completion  of  the  extension  of  the  railway  to  Nann  Oya  in  May 
1886. 

In  former  years  the  expenditure  nnder  ''  Grain  Commission  " 
was  brought  to  account  under  *^  Miscellaneous  Serrices/'  it  was 
properly  charged  this  year  under  ''Establishment,''  hence  the 
increase  of  Rs.  14,400  under  this  head. 

^  Services  exdusive  of  Establishments "  show  an  increase  of 
Bs.  472,019  64  and  a  decrease  of  Bs.  145^862  1 1,  or  a  net  increase 
of  Rs.  326,157  53. 

"  Pensions  and  Retired  Allowances,"  increase  Rs.  43,956,  due 
to  payment  of  new  pensions  and  to  depreciation  of  value  of  silver. 

''Kevenue  Services,"  decrease  Rs.  21,162  02,  mainly  due  to  a 
smaller  expenditure  on  account  of  manufacture  of  salt. 

''Education,"  increase  Rs.  11,432  87,  due  to  increased  number 
of  grant  schools  and  increase  of  earnings  as  grants. 

"  Hospitals  and  Sanitation."  The  increase  was  Rs.  14,036  31. 
Prevalence  of  epidemic  diseases  in  some  parts  of  the  Island  and 
the  establishment  of  four  additional  out-door  dispensaries  account 
for  this  increase. 

^  Police  Services,"  increase  Rs.  12,333  74,  due  mainly  to  cost 
of  uniform. 

''  Roads,  Streets,  and  Bridges,"  increase  Rs.  109,561  79,  due  to 
larger  expenditure  on  new  roads  and  bridges. 

'*  Miscellaneous  Services,"  decrease  Rs.  71^062  01,  is  accounted 
for  by  the  fact  that  in  1885  certain  expenditure  was  incurred, 
such  as  cost  and  charges  on  account  of  currency  notes,  that  did 
not  occur  in  1886. 

"  Interesd,"  increase  Rs.  134,505  09,  owing  to  depreciation  in 
value  of  silver,  the  interest  being  paid  in  England  in  sterling. 

"Government  Vessels." — ^No  repairs  were  required  in  1886, 
hence  the  decrease  of  Rs.  88,277  89. 

"  Railway  Services." — The  increase  of  Rs.  76,008  42  is  mainly 
due  to  depreciation  for  value  of  silver;  the  interest  on  nulway 
loans  is  brought  to  account  under  this  head. 


Assets  and  Liabilities. 

4.  The  assets  of  die  Government  on  the  1st  January  1887  amoun- 
ted to  Rs.  12,654,293  91  and  the  liabilities  to  Rs.  12,487,853  59, 
or  an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  of  Rs.  166,440  32. 
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Cbtloh.  Public  Debt. 

6.  The  debt  of  the  Colony  on  the  1st  January  1887  was 
2^62,1191  6s.  Id;  made  up  as  follows  :— 

669,3797.  6s.  Id.  balance  due  on  the  several  loans  contracted 
for  the  improvement  of  the  Colombo  Harbour. 

272,300/1^  balance  due  of  the  loan  for  the  construction  of  the 
railway  between  Eandy  and  Matale. 

990^100Z,  the  balance  due  of  the  loan  for  the  construction  of 
the  railway  between  Nawalapitiya  and  Nanu  Oya. 

331>0007.5  amount  due  on  account  of  Colombo  Waterworks. 

Loans  made  by,  and  p€y able  to^  tlie  Government  of  Ceylon. 

6.  Es.  244,165  72  due  to  Government  by  municipality  of  Kandy 
on  account  of  original  loan  of  Bs.  250jOOO,  made  to  the  corpora- 
tion on  account  of  the  waterworks  of  that  town. 

Bs.  9,900,  out  of  a.  loan  of  Rs.  10,000  as  due  by  the  Industrial 
School  of  Kandy. 

Imports  and  Exports^ 

7.  The  trade  for  the  year  was  valued  at  Bs.  82,755,586  29. 

Bs. 
Imports  ....    47,855,787  63 
Exports  ....     34,899,798  66 

Or>  exclusive  of  specie  :— 

Imports  -  -  -  .    42,795,187  13 

Exports  ....     33,639,198  66 

Total  -    76,434,385  79 

A  comparison  with  1885  shows,  excluding  specie,  an  increase  of 
Bs.  2,005,868  17  in  the  value  of  goods  imported,  and  a  decrease  of 
Bs.  204,&26  69  in  the  value  of  exports.  Tlie  decrease  in  exports 
is  due  mainly  to  the  falling  off  in  the  quantity  of  coffee  exported 
during  the  year,  the  decrease  in  quantity  being — 

125,875  cwts.  Plantation, 
10,566    „     Native, 
1,491     „     Liberian, 

valued  at  Bs.  4,189,185,  Bs.  163,643,  and  Bs.  18,118  respectively ; 
as  a  partial  set  off  against  this,  there  was  an  increase  of  5,590  cwts. 
of  cacao,  valued  at  Bs.  234,780,  and  an  increase  of  3,477,167  Ib^. 
of  tea,  valued,  at  Bs.  2,260,158.  In  addition  there  was  a  consider- 
able increase  in  the  quantity  of  plumbago  exported,  and  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Colony  during  1886  malt  liquor  of 
Ceylon  manufacture  was  exported  to  the  amount  of  115,153 
gallons,  most  of  wliich  went  to  Burmah  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 
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Imports  CxTLOir. 

S.  Cotton  manufieictares,  twisty  and  thread  increased  in  value        ""^ 
to  Rs.  4,572,917,  yielding  in  duty  Rs.  224,296,  an  increase  of 
Bs.  48,945  on  the  amount  collected  in  1885,  but  short  of  that 
realised  in  1884  by  Bs.  33,920. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  Bs.  140,846  in  the  quantity  of  fish 
dried  and  salted  as  compared  with  1885  ;  to  some  extent  this  may 
be  due  to  the  establishment  of  fish  curing  yards  by  Govemment 
and  the  encouragement  afforded  to  the  curing  of  fish  by  the  issue 
.of  salt  for  use  within  the  yards  at  a  reduced  rate. 

Food  articles  generally  show  a  falling  off,  and  there  is  a  decrease 
in  the  quantity  of  rice  and  paddy  imported,  showing  a  decrease  in 
the  revenue  therefrom  of  Bs.  111,548  and  in  value  of  Bs.  864,540. 

The  following  shows  the  import  of  rice  for  home  consumption 
for  the  last  three  years : — 

TODf. 

1884 5,430,697 

1885 5,780,675 

1886 6,492,166 

An  increase  in  value  of  machinery  of  Bs.  100,849  is  shown;  and 
there  was  also  an  increase  in  value  of  metals  and  metalware, 
poonao  and  spiriu,  and  wines  of  all  kinds,  but  a  decrease  in  value 
of  live  stock,  manure,  and  opium. 

The  value  of  specie  imported  was  in  excess  of  1885  by 
Bs.  717,681. 

Exports. 

9.  Of  the  total  value  of  exports,  less  specie,  Bs.  33,639,198  66, 
the  value  of  Ceylon  produce,  amounted  to  Bs.  32^57,917  88, 
which  is  Bs.  507,430  87  below  the  value  of  Ceylon  produce 
exported  in  1885. 

Specie  also  shows  a  decrease  of  Bs.  677,679  87  as  compared 
with  1885.  The  chief  cause  of  the  falling  off  in  the  value  of 
exports  is  the  decline  of  coffee,  the  article  that  has  for  many 
years  past  ehiefl;^  contributed  to  maintain  the  value ;  but  it  may 
be  noted  that  wmle  the  falling  off  in  the  quantity  exported  during 
the  year  was  unprecedented,  better  prices  were  realised.  The 
decrease  in  export  of  coffee  in  1886  as  compared  with  1885  was 
137)931  cwta  (plantation,  native,  and  Liberian),  and  this  decrease 
is  to  be  attributed  in  a  large  measure  to  many  o^ee  estates 
having  been  changed  into  tea  estates.  It  is  especially  satisfactory 
to  note  that  while  there  is  so  deplorable  a  falling  off  in  coffee, 
other  products,  tea  especially,  of  which  the  quantity  exported  in 
1886  was  nearly  double  the  quantity  exported  in  1885,  show  an 
increase  in  quantity. 

The  export  of  tea  has  made  a  rapid  advance  from  4,372,721  lbs. 
in  1885  to  7,849, 888  lbs.  in  1886.  Unfortunately  there  was  almost 
as  rapid  a  fall  in  the  price,  which  receded  from  65  cents  in  1885 
to  45  cenu  in  1886. 

Of  cacao  there  was  an  increase  of  5,590  cwts.,  valued  at 
Bs.  249,704,  and  cinchona  shows  an  increase  of  939,492  lbs.. 
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CrooN.      valued  at  Rs.  396,37 1 ;  the  rales  obtained  for  this  product  remained 
about  the  same  as  in  1885. 

In  areca  nuts  there  was  an  increase  of  9|952  owts.^  of  the  value 
of  Rs.  58,376^  and  there  was  an  increase  in  the  export  of  each  of 
the  following:  — 

Cardamons,  of  64,806  lbs.,  of  the  vatue  of  Bs.  88. 
Cinnamon,  219,781  lbs.,  valued  at  Rs.  109>89L 
Coooanou,  2,960,657  (No.)>  valued  at  Rs.  143,679. 
Hides  and  skins,  yatued  at  Bs«  21,300. 
Cocoanut  oil,  12,128  cwts^  yalned  at  Ra,  150,920. 
Oitronella,  1,115,665  ocs.,  valued  at  Rs.  127,996. 
Essential  oils,  97,538  ozs.,  valued  at  Rs.  21,090. 
Pluqabago,  45,361  cwts.,  vsloed  at  Rs.  453,604. 
Poonao,  34,903  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  95,110. 
Timber,  ebony,  21,463  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  76,592. 

While  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  export  of — 
Coir  fibre  of  1;148  cwts.,  valued  at  K&  8,613. 
Coir  rope  of  1,348  cwu.,  valued  at  Rs.  16,861. 
Coir  yam  of  5,404  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  32,423. 
Horns,  823  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  24,211. 
Salt,  2,900  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  1,069. 
Arrack,  73,835  gallons,  valued  at  Rs.  166,188. 
Soap,  2,417  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  23,832. 
Umber,  sapan,  1,967  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  11,980. 
Timber,  iron  wood,  854  logs,  valued  at  Rs.  12,009. 
Tobacco,  10,087  cwts.,  valued  at  Rs.  230,027. 

There  was  also  a  decrease  in  the  quantity  of  copperah  exported  ; 
but  owing  to  increased  value  of  the  article  the  value  of  the  expoct 
in  1886  exceeds  that  of  1885. 

Shippinff, 

10.  As  compared  with  1885  there  is  an  increase  An  number  of 
ships: — 

Inwards,  of  100«  Outwards^  of  194. 

And  in  tonnage : — 

Inwards,  of  129,173  tons.  Outwards,  of  233,116  tons. 

•    This  shows  in  a  satisfactory  manner  that  the  value  of  the  port  . 
of  Colombo  is  being  increasingly  recognised. 

The  number  of  vessels  and  their  total  tonnage  inwards  and 
outwards  was  as  follows : — 


No.  of  Vessels. 

Tonnage. 

Inwards. 

Outwards. 

Inwards. 

Ootwards. 

8,08S 

3,153 

1,952,990  . 

1,971,191 
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JPublic  Works.  ^^»- 

11.  The  expenditure  of  the  Public  Works  Department^  includ- 
ing Bs.  16,469  71  contributed  for  grant-in-aid  roads  under  the 
Ordinance,  Bs.  18,870  81  from  appropriation  from  Loan  Board 
Funds  by  special  Ordinance,  Bs.  207,417  65  from  Savings  Bank 
Loan  under  Ordinance  24  of  1885,  and  Bs.  4,074  13  from 
Colombo  Waterworks  Funds,  amounted  to  Bs.  2,600,622  61,  or 
Bs.  411,344  94  in  excess  of  (he  expenditure  of  the  preceding  year. 

The  cost  of  the  establishment,  included  salaries  fixed  and  provi- 
sional, office  contingencies  and  allowances,  but  exclusive  of 
travelling  allowances  and  other  general  charges,  the  details  of 
which  are  given  under  *'  Departmental  Charges  "  and  '^  Miscel- 
laneous,'*  was  Bs.  283,819  01,  or  about  10*92  per  cent,  of  the 
total  expenditure  of  the  department  If  to  this  be  added  the 
amount  of  travelling  allowances  drawn  during  the  year,  viz., 
Bs.  59,765  99,  the  total  cost  of  the  establishment  is  shown  as 
Bs.  343,585,  or  about  13*22  per  cent,  of  the  total  expenditure. 

This  is  satisfactory  as  compared  with  1885,  when  the  per-centage 
of  cost  of  establishment,  including  travelling,  was  15*14  per  cent 
of  the  aggregate  expenditure,  especially  when  it  is  remembered 
that  the  estia>lishment  of  officers  was  increased  during  1886  by 
one  provincial  engineer  for  the  Norih-Central  Province  at  Rs.  6,000 
and  three  district  en^neers  at  Bs.  3,000  per  annum ;  at  the 
same  time  it  should  be  noted  that  during  the  first  half  of  the 
year  the  establishment  of  officers  was  below  its  strength,  and  the 
saving  thereby  effected,  together,  with  the  larger  amount  expended 
by  the  Department  during  the  year  as  compared  with  1885  explain 
the  decrease  in  the  per-centage  of  cost  of  establishment  on  total 
expenditure. 

There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  mileage  of  principal  roads  as 
compared  with  1885. 

Bs.        a 
MUeage,  1886  ...    2,899     92 

Mileage,  1885  -  -  -     2,869     67 

but  the  average  cost  of  maintenance  per  mile  was  Bs.  264  1 1  only 
in  1886  against  Bs.  296  43  in  1885  and  Bs.  376  86  in  1884. 

The  expenditure  on  new  works  and  buildings  was  very  slightly 
in  excess  of  that  for  1885,  while  there  was  a  considerable  decrease 
under  the  head  ^'  Alterations  and  Additions  to  Buildings." 

The  expenditure  on  *'  new  roads  and  additions  to  roads ''  was 
increased  by  Bs.  138,878. 

The  principal  items  of  expenditure  under  this  head  were  — 
Bs.   37,493  ioi   completion  of  Trincomalie  Anuradhapura 

road. 
Bs.  46,923  for  construction  of  three  miles  of  the  Waitagoda 

Punduloya  road. 
Bs.  16,325,  extension  of  Bulatkohopitiya  road. 
Bs.  16,250,  bridle  road  middle  camp  to  Haputale. 
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Cbtlov.  Rg.  15,606,  improvement  to  Yakwewa  Pesalai  road. 

""^  Rs.  185670,  metalling  Badolla  Batticaloa  road. 

Rs.  15^716,  metalling  North  Central  Road. 

New  bridges  shows  an  increase  of  Rs.  93,827 ;  the  principal 
item  under  this  head  is  Rs.  37>211  for  construction  of  bridge  at 
Sitawake  in  die  Ruanwella  district  of  the  Western  Province. 
There  is  a  large  increase  (Rs.  118,268)  shown  under  irrigation 
works,  the  expenditure  for  1886  having  been  Rs.  525,726  07  as 
against  Rs.  306,687  in  1885  and  Rs.  188,418  44  in  1884. 

The  chief  items  of  expenditure  under  thb  head  are  the  works 
at  Rambawihare  and  on  the  Walaweganga  in  the  Southern 
Province,  Rs.  12,000  39  and  Rs.  40,000  respectively. 

The  works  connected  with  the  Kalawewe  scheme^  viz.  — 


Restoration  of  the  Yoda  Ela 

Construction     of    the     Kalawewe 
sluices    -  -  -  - 

Spillwall  Ealuoya  at  Kalawewe 

Rebuilding  of  sluice  at  Balakwewe  - 

And  in  the  Central  Province  the  construction  of  an  imgatiou 
dam  across  the  Ambanganga,  Re.  39^995  02. 

Rs.  43,101  73  was  expended  in  constructing  sluices  for  village 
tanks  in  the  various  provinces. 

The  furniture  of  the  Queen's  houses  has  been  kept  in  good 
condition,  and  the  buildings  themselves  are  in  a  fair  state  of 
repair. 

Breakwater^ 

12.  The  work  of  finishing  off  the  berm  of  the  breakwater  was 
continued  but  not  completed.  The  expenditure  for  the  year  was 
Rs.  207,663,  making  the  gross  expenditure  on  the  work,  to  the 
31st  December  1886,  Rs.  8^548,877. 


Survey  Department 

13.  The  operations  of  this  department  conipare  favourably  with 
those  of  the  two  preceding  years.  The  average  number  of  acres 
surveyed  by  an  officer  under  the  rank  of  chief  surveyor  was 
1,582,  against  1,275  in  1885, 1,392  in^  1884,  and  1,116  in  1883, 
while  the  acreage  surveyed  on  applications  showed  ui  increase  of 
15,298  on  the  extent  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  number  of  lots  alienated  from  the  Crown,  including  those 
sold  under  Sir  Henry  Ward's  Minute,  was  4,172,  consisting  of 
22,290  acres,  of  which  164  lots,  containing  6,826  acres,  were 
purchased  by  Europeans  at  an  average  rate  of  Rs.  23  74  per  acre. 
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or  Rs.  9  59  higher  than  in  1885,  and  3,451  lots,  containing  13,310 
acres,  by  natives  at  Rs.  17  02  per  acre,  abont  the  same  price  that 
prevailed  last  year. 

The  number  of  applications  to  purchase  Crown  land  which 
awaited  attention  on  the  first  day  of  the  year,  was  5,853,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  year  4,583. 

The  minor  triangulation  of  the  Island  and  the  great  triangulation 
of  Its  northern  part  were  continued,  and  important  topographical 
and  revenue  surveys  and  initial  levelling  in  connexion  with  irriga- 
tion schemes,  projected  or  in  process  of  execution,  were  effected, 
in  addition  to  much  work  of  a  miscellaneous  character,  such  as 
village  and  road  surveys  and  surveys  of  lands  to  be  acquired  by 
the  Government. 

The  gross  expenditure  of  the  department  amounted  to 
Rs.  375,870,  or  Rs.  6,390  in  excess  of  that  for  1885,  an  increase 
caused  by  the  augmentation  to  the  staff  which  was  sanctioned 
during  the  year.  Deducting  Rs.  96,136  expended  upon  a  work 
of  a  special  nature  the  net  cost  of  tlie  general  working  of  the 
department  was  Rs.  279,734.  Against  this  expenditure  a  sum  of 
Rs.  53,653  was  earned  as  fees,  slightly  less  than  in  1885,  showing 
an  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  of  Rs.  226,081. 

The  Crown  land  sold  realised  Rs.  364,981,  against  R&  327,283 
during  the  preceding  year. 


Ckylow. 


Railway* 

14.  The  results  of  the  year's  working  over  the  180^  miles  open 
for  traffic  in  comparison  with  the  results  of  1885  were  satisfactory, 
notwithstanding  that  traffic  in  the  extension  to  Nanu  Oya  was 
seriously  hindered  by  a  heavy  landslip  which  took  place  in 
Aususi  at  the  26^  mile,  and  by  a  second  slip  which  occurred  later 
in  the  yeftr  at  the  same  spot 

The  main  results  are  given  below : — 


Beceipts. 

Expenditure. 

Net  Profit. 

1S85         •            -            - 
1886         ... 

Bs. 

2,605,658 

2,707,429 

Bs. 
1,467,699 

1,451,716 

Kf. 
1487,959 

1,255,713 

The  receipts  it  will  be  seen  were  in  excess  of  those  of  1885  by 
Rs.  101,771 ;  the  expenditure  was  reduced  by  Rs.  15,983^  and 
the  net  profit  increased  by  Rs.  117,754. 

.  The  per-centage  of  ^working  expenses  to  receipts  over  the  whole 
railway  system  was  again  reduced  from  55*9  in  1885  to  53*6, 
and  the  cost  per  train  mile  from  3  *  14  to  2  * 53. 

o     51507.  A 
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Obtlok.  The  nnmber  of  passengers  carried^  exclusive  of  season  ticket 

— "        holders,  and  the  amounts  received  in  die  year  under  notice  and  in 
1 885,  are  stated  below  : — 


Clas   8 

1886. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

No. 

Amount. 

No, 

Amount. 

No. 

Amount. 

No. 

Amount. 

First 

Second     . 
Third       . 

Sft,3]l 

121,638 

1.681,000 

63,666 
9  ,W8 
888.784 

39,600 

118,663 

1.688^S64 

lU. 
68,608 

89,286 

609491 

2,976 

Rs. 

148 

7/)62 

4>289 
26L604 

1<U07 

Total- 

xm,m 

767,788 

1,846,427 

76(M)85 

2,976 

7,210 

30393 

10.407 

The  decrease  in  the  third  class  is  worthy  oF  notice,  as  the  fares 
for  that  class  were  reduced  at  the  commenceoient  of  the  year. 
The  net  decrease  in  receipts  is  not,  however,  unsatisfactory  when 
compared  with  the  decrease,  Rs.  51,041,  which  the  figures  of 

1885  showed  on  those  of  1884. 

Legislatioju 

15.  There  were  25  Ordinances  passed  by  the  Legislature,  of 
which  22  have  received  Her  Majesty's  gracious  allowance  and 
confirmation.  The  most  important  of  tliese  were  the  Ordinances 
relating  to  the  supply  of  water  to  Colombo,  and  to  youthful 
offenders,  and  to  vaccination.  The  three  Ordinances  which  have 
not  yet  received  sanction  are  an  Ordinance  to  raise  a  loan  for  the 
extension  of  the  railway  to  HaputaM  and  to  Bentota,  an  Ordi- 
nance to  authorise  the  imposition  of  an  export  duty  on  spirits, 
and  an  Ordinance  io  provide  for  the  registration  of  Mohamedan 
marriages. 

Public  Health. 

16.  The  following  statement  gives  in  comparison  for  1885  and 

1886  the  information  usually  entered  under  this  head  : — 


1885. 

IS86. 

Increase. 

Number  of  deaths  registered 

81,908 

67,041 

^__ 

14,867 

Death-rate  per  mUle             -            -            . 

29-8 

238 

— 

5-5 

Birth-rate  per  mille  -           -           -            - 

280 

27-8 

— 

*7 

Number  of  patients  treated  in  hospitals  and 

asylums   -            -           -           -            - 

28,847 

25,982 

2,085 

— 

Per-cenlage  of  deaths  on  nnmber  of  cases 

treated 

12-29 

10-47 

— 

1-82 

.Death^rat^  for  mixed  ra«es  -         -^          - 

S*04 

7-61 

■      — 

•43 

Death-rate  for  Malabars      - 

20-29 

16-87 

— 

8-92 

Number  of  cases  treated  at  outdoor  dispen- 

saries      -           -       .    - 

78,346 

75,469 

— .  • 

,2,877 

Contributions  of  patients     -            -           - 

14,096 

14,588 

492 

— 

Number  of  cases  treated  at  outdoor  dispen- 

saries m  phintin^  districts 

33,641 

82,531 

— 

1,U0 

Number  of  cases  of  suicide  -           -            - 
Number  of  persons  judicially  executed 

03 

86 

— 

7 

8 

20 

12 

*— ~ 
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It  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  large  decrease  in  the  number      Cbtlon. 


of  deaths  registered  and  in  death-rates  generally,  though 
number  of  persons  treated  in  hospitals  and  asylums  increased. 

The  number  of  judicial  executions  was  exceptionally  large. 

The  cost  of  the  medical  establishment  is  given  below  : — 


the 


Establishment. 

1886. 

1885. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

Saiariea, 

Fixed        -           .           - 
ProTisional 

Rs.      cts. 

84,007  47 
120,216  64 

Rs.       cts. 

82,770  61 
114,954  94 

Rs.       eta. 

1,236  86 
5,261  70 

Rs.    cts. 

Total      - 

204,224  11 

197,725  55 

6,498  56 

— 

Allowances 
Contingencies 

Hospital  and  Sanitation. 

Hospitals,  &c. 
Rent         -            -            - 
Transport  (Departmental) 
General    -           .           - 

12,360  24 
7,138  67 

272,862  15 

4,700  00 

18,419  91 

41,641  67 

10,954  52 
6,673  24 

253,480  20 

4,359  49 

19,851  61 

51,491  00 

1,405  72 
465  43 

19,381  95 
340  51 

1,431  70 
9,849  33 

Total      - 

337,623  73 

329,182  30 

19,722  46 

11,381  03 

Grand  Total  • 

561,346  75 

544,535  61 

28,092   17 

11,281  03 

There  was  a  small  decrease  in  *'  transport "  and  **  general  ex* 
penses " ;  all  other  charges,  however,  rose,  the  net  increase  in^ 
comparison  with  the  cost  of  the  preceding  year  being  Rs.  16,811.. 

There  was  a  decrease  of  Rs.  2,309  in  the  cost  of  working  the 
Medical  Aid  Ordinance  and  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  that 
cost  defrayed  from  public  funds. 

The  gross  expenditure  on  medical  relief  during  the  year  under 
notice  was,  therefore,  Rs.  596,108,  Rs,  29,834  in  excess  of  the 
expenditure  in  1885  and  Bs.  79,338  above  that  in  1884. 

Educatioiu 

17.  The  number  of  schools,  Government  and  grant-in-aid, 
and  the  number  of  scholars  who  attended  them,  are  given  in  the 
following  tables : — 


Q2 
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The  expenditure  upon  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction       CBTtoir. 
amounted  to  Rs.  439,697,  Rs.  13,397  above  the  expenditure  during         ""*" 
1885.    This  result  was  brought  about  by  an  increase  in  the  number 
and  eflSciency  of  Government  and    grant-in-aid    schools    under 
"  middle  and  primary  instruction/*  and  by  increased  expense,  due 
partly  to  loss  in  exchange,  in  respect  of  scholai^ships  and  prizes. 

Criminal  Statistics, 

18.  The  returns  show  that,  although  the  number  of  offences 
reported  and  of  persons  arrested  or  summoned  to  appear  before 
the  courts  increased,  the  number  of  convictions  in  both  the 
superior  and  inferior  courts  diminished^  while  the  number  of 
acquittals  increased. 

There  was  a  remarkable  increase  in  the  number  of  convictions 
for  cattle  stealing  before  the  inferior  courts,  and  as  remarkable  a 
decrease  in  convictions  for  the  same  offence  before  the  superior 
courts. 

The  number  of  indictments  for  murder  rose  from  67  in  1885- 
to  111  in  1886,  and  the  convictions  on  such  indictments  from  24 
to  65. 

I^isons. 

19.  The  prisons'  statistics  in  comparison  with  those  of  1885  ai*6 
satisfactory  in  respect  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  to 
prison,  especially  so  as  regards  the  defaulters  committed  under  the 
pi'ovisions  of  the  Road  Ordinances,  but,  excepting  that  the  net 
cost  of  each  prisoner  was  slio;htly  reduced  in  1886,  tlie  figures  in 
all  other  respects  compare  unfavourably  with  those  of  1885. 

Colonial  Secretary's  Office,  Cecil  C.  Smith, 

Colombo,  23rd  August  1887.  Colonial  Secretary. 


LABUAN.  Labuam, 


No.  16. 
Administrator  P.  Leys  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Labuan, 
Sir,  July  19, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  by  this  mail  the  Labuan  Blue 
Book  for  the  past  year,  together  with  a  report  thereon  by  Mr. 
Hamilton,  the  Colonial  Treasurer. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        P.  Leys, 
The  Right  Hon.  Administrator 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart. 
&c.        &c         &c. 
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Labuav.  Revenue. 

""""  1.  The  revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  ;J17,591,  being  a 

decrease  on  the  estimated  revenue  of  ;^  1,962.  The  deficit  was 
entirely  due  to  the  amounts  estimated  under  head  of  miscellaneous 
receipts  not  being  realised,  viz.,  profit  on  sale  of  copper  coin 
;S{3,400,  and  interest  on  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Singapore 
agents  J^500,  the  actual  amount  received  as  profit  on  the  sale 
of  copper  coin  being  J^08  and  the  balance  in  the  hands  of  the 
Singapore  agents  being  too  small  to  admit  of  them  allowing  any 
interest  whatever.  It  will  be  seen,  therefore,  that  when  allowance 
is  made  for  the  loss  under  this  head  ($2,392)  the  amount  esti- 
mated for  under  other  heads  of  service  was  more  than  fully 
realised. 

Expenditure. 

2.  The  expenditure  amounted  to  $19,945,  exceeding  the  esti- 
mated expenditure  by  $394.  The  excess  occurred  mainly  under 
head  of  miscellaneous  services,  the  sum  of  $1,402  having  been 
written  off  under  that  head  as  loss  by  exchange  of  renuttances  to 
the  Crown  Agents,  being  $802  in  excess  of  the  estimated  amount 
The  great  fall  in  the  value  of  the  dollar  partly  accounts  for  this^ 
and  three  officers  out  of  the  small  establishment  being  on  leave 
the  greater  part  of  the  year  caused  larger  remittances  than  usual 
to  be  made  to  England  to  meet  their  aaJaries. 

Assets. 

3.  The  balance  of  assets  over  liabilities  on  the  3l8t  December 
1886  amounted  to  $7,982.  The  Colony  is  free  from  debts  of 
every  description. 

Public  Works. 

4.  No  new  works  were  executed  during  the  year,  and  beyond 
general  repairs  to  the  Government  buildings  nothing  was  done 
calling  for  any  remarks.  The  Settlement  roads  only  were  kept  in 
repair. 

Legislation. 

6.  live  Ordinances  were  passed  in  1886.  Of  these.  Ordinance 
No.  1  was  passed  for  the  purpose  of  imposing  a  water  rate  within 
certain  parts  of  the  Colony,  and  this  measure  was  further  amended 
by  Ordinance  No.  3.  Neither  of  these  Ordinances  have,  however, 
been  yet  enforced  owing  to  the  quality  of  the  water  not  being 
good  enough  to  allow  of  the  Government  granting  authority  to 
the  water  company  to  levy  the  rate. 

Ordinance  No.  4  was  enacted  to  make  provision  for  the  registra- 
tion of  imports  and  exports ;  this  Ordinance  did  not  come  into 
operation  during  the  year. 

Establislunent. 
6,  Mr.  Wilson,  the  apothecary,  and  Mr.  Boyd,  the  chief  con- 
stable, proceeded  to  England  on  one  year's  leave  of  absence  in 
February,  Mr.  A.  EL  Leys  took  up  the  duties  of  private  secre- 
tary, acting  auditor,  and  acting  police  magistrate  on  the  1st  April 
and  resigned  in  September^  Mr.  Holkao  the  gaoler,  returned 
from  leave  in  June. 
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Pensions, 

7.  By  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Treaclier,  formerly  Colonial  surgeoD, 
who  died  in  May,  the  pension  list  has  been  relieved  of  the  sum  of 
242Z.  annually.  The  deceased  officer  entered  the  service  of  the 
Colony  as  far  back  as  1848^  and  had  been  in  receipt  of  a  pension 
since  187  L 

Shippinff. 

8.  The  total  number  of  vessels,  exclusive  of  men-of-war,  entered 
daring  the  year  amounted  to  107,  bein^r  an  increase  of  18  on  the 
year  1885 ;  of  these  only  one  was  a  sailing  vessel.  The  following 
shipping  returns  for  the  last  five  years  show  that  as  a  port  of  call 
Labnan  is  slowly  increasing  in  importance.  A  small  Sarawak 
steamer,  which  makes  firequent  trips  to  the  Borneo  coast,  is  not 
included  in  these  returns. 


Labuav. 


Year. 

Vessels  entered. 

Tonnage. 

1832 

« 

. 

„ 

. 

82 

24,416 

1883 

- 

- 

- 

- 

86 

23,408 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

- 

87 

23,959 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

- 

89 

24,116 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

- 

107 

26,139 

Admiral  Hamilton,  the  Commauder-in  Chief  on  the  station, 
visited  the  Colony  in  March  in  his  flag  ship  *'  Audacious," 
accompanied  by  Her  Majesty's  ships  *'  Sapphire,"  '^  Merlin,"  imd 
«  Vigilant." 

Trade. 

9.  As  will  be  seen  by  the  following  table,  the  value  of  the 
imports  show  a  slight  fidling  off  when  compared  with  the  year 
1885  ;  on  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  value  of 
exports. 


Year. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

1884  -            .            .            - 

1885  .            -            -            - 

1886  .... 

g 

407,370 

409,598 
882,951 

g 
411,555 

386,089 

403,308 

In  former  years  the  produce  from  Palawan  was  landed  at 
Labuan  and  exported  again  to  Singapore,  thus  figuring  in  the 
returns  as  imports  and  exports,  but  the  cargo  now  goes  on  to 
Singapore  in  the    same  steamer,  which  merely  calls  at  Labuan 
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^B^-^^"**      e7i  route.     The  best  test  of  ihe  trade  done  during  the  year  may 
be  judged  from  the  following  statistics  : — 


Year. 


1884  - 

1885  - 

1886  - 


Ontta. 

Value 

Imported. 


Sago,  Bair. 

Value 
Imported. 


$ 
83,055 

38,181 

25,873 


$ 

21,398 

40,283 
51,25*2 


Saffo  Flour« 

Value 

Imported. 


Coals,  Muaras. 

Value 

Imported. 


82,379 
28.572 
39,464 


$ 
31,761 

22,331 

29,192 


—  From  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value  of  sago  imported 
during  the  year  was  largely  in  excess  of  1885,  and  this  notwith- 
standing tliat  the  price  of  sago  had  fallen.  The  value  of  the  sago 
flour  exported  during  the  year  amounted  to  3$138,800  as  against 
;^90,624  exported  in  1885,  being  a  very  large  increase  indeed. 

General. 

10.  The  health  of  the  Colony  during  the  year  was  good,  the  daily 
average  in  the  hospital  being  4*8.  It  is  thought  that  were  the 
hospital  situated  nearer  the  town  the  inhabitants  would  avail 
themselves  more  of  its  services.  The  present  building  being  two 
miles  distant  from  the  more  populous  parts,  and  no  ready  means 
of  conveyance,  doubtless  deters  many  persons  from  seeking  medical 
aid  who  would  otherwise  do  so.  The  rainfall  for  the  year  was 
135  inches. 

Of  crime  there  was  but  little,  only  16  persons  being  committed 
to  prison,  of  which  number  three  were  tried  in  the  Superior  Court 
The  average  daily  number  in  gaol  was  13,  of  which  one  was  a  lunatic, 
who  was  confined  in  the  gaol  for  want  of  other  accommodation. 

The  prison  being  very  old  and  far  larger  than  is  necessary,  the 
time  has  probably  arrived  when  it  seems  advisable  to  do  away 
with  this  establishment  and  erect  accommodation  for  the  prisoners 
in  proximity  to  the  police  station  in  the  town,  placing  them 
under  the  charge  of  the  police  and  dispensing  with  the  post  of 
gaoler.  Under  the  present  system  each  prisoner  for  the  year  1886 
cost  the  Government  30/.,  a  very  large  sum  when  it  is  considered 
that  rations,  clothing,  and  other  small  expenses  averaged  not  quite 
6/.  per  head,  the  remainder  being  absorbed  in  salaries ;  and  yet  so 
long  as  the  gaol  remains  a  separate  establishment  as  at  present^ 
and  situated  at  a  distance  of  two  miles  from  the  police  station,  it 
is  difficult  to  see  how  the  necessary  supervision  of  even  a  few 
prisoners  is  to  be  carried  out  without  a  separate  staff.  The  water 
company  completed  the  laying  of  the  piping  during  the  year  and 
water  was  brought  down  to  the  town  of  Victoria,  but,  owing  to 
the  absence  of  any  filtering  arrangement  at  the  reservoirs,  the 
quality  of  the  water  has  not  proved  so  good  as  was  anlicipateA 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  time  these  defects  may  be  remedied  and 
that  the  undertakings  may  ultimately  prove  a  success  both  finan- 
cially and  otherwise.  The  water  has  been  freely  used  both  by  the 
townspeople  and  the  shipping,  and  apparently  with  no  bad  enects. 
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The  school  was  closed  for  part  of  the  year,  the  teacher  having 
resigned,  and  was  opened  again  on  the  1st  of  October,  the  manage- 
ment having  been  transferred  to  the  care  of  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese^  who  despatched  a  teacher  from  Sarawak.  Owing  to  the 
smallness  of  the  salary  in  recent  years  it  has  never  been  possible 
to  procure  men  as  schoolmasters  who  carry  any  weight  with  their 
pupils,  and  there  has  always  been  a  difficulty  in  keeping  boys 
sufficiently  long  at  the  school  to  give  them  an  education  that  is  of 
any  practical  value  to  them  artei*wards« 

For  financial  reasons  it  has  never  been  possible  of  late  yeai*s  to 
grapple  firmly  with  the  repairs  needed  by  Government  house^  and 
a  considerable  expenditure  is  required  to  put  this  building  in 
proper  order.  As  the  Administrator  holds  also  the  post  of  Consul 
General  for  Borneo  it  seems  as  if  part  of  the  repair  and  upkeep  of 
this  establishment  might  fairly  be  borne  by  the  Foreign  Office. 
Were  the  house  and  outbuildings  put  in  thorough  repair  the  sum 
of  at  least  100/.  annually  would  be  required  for  the  upkeep  of 
house  and  grounds. 

So  much  of  the  general  work  of  the  Colonv  having  been  pre- 
viously performed  by  convicts  makes  it  difficult  if  not  impossible 
nowi  in  their  absence  and  with  a  small  revenue,  to  keep  the  Settle- 
ment in  that  state  of  order  in  which  a  British  Colony  should  be 
at  all  times.  Expenditure  also  is  much  required  in  respect  to 
the  harbour  buoys,  which  are  worn  out.  The  harbour  would  be 
much  improved  by  the  erection  of  permanent  beacons  in  place  of 
the  flimsy  ones  in  use  at  present,  which  require  constant  looking 
after. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  veport  that  in  spite 
of  the  financial  state  of  the  Colony  the  condition  of  the  native 
population,  which  numbers  nearly  6,000,  may  be  described  as 
comfortable ;  there  is  no  pauperism,  only  one  lunatic,  a  patient 
sent  fix)m  the  coast  and  not  previously  connected  with  the  Island, 
and,  as  I  have  before  stated,  there  is  but  little  crime. 

(Signed)        A.  S.  Hamilton, 

Colonial  Treasurer. 


Labuan. 


FAIiKLAND  ISLANDS. 


No.  17. 

Governor  T.  Eekr  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Stanley,  Falkland  Islands, 
SiK,  March  18,  1887. 

^'^'  I  HAfE  the  honour  to  transmit  herewith  two  copies  of  the 
Blue  Book  of  this  Colony  for  the  year  1886,  with  the  following 
report  thereon : — 

Taxes  and  Duties, 
No  additional  taxes  or  duties  were  imposed  in  1886. 


Falklakd 

I8LA5D6. 
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Palkljlxd  Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

ISLAItDS. 

The  revenue  of  1886  was  9,295/.  Is.  4rf.,  or  1,300/.  1*.  4A  more 

than  the  estimated  amount,  which  was  7,995/. 

The  excess  under  the  several  heads  was  as  follows : — 

Cuslomi        -  .  - 

Licenses        .  -  - 

Rents,  exclusive  of  land 
Fines,  forfeitures,  and  fees 

Under    the   following    heads  there  were  deficiencies  in   the 
estimated  receipts : — 

Land  revenue 

Sale  of  Government  property  - 
Miscellaneous  receipts 
Auction  dut^ .  -  - 

Interest  on  investments 

No  aid  was  received  from  Imperial  funds  during  the  year. 

The  expenditure  in  1886  was  7,950i  195.  Id,  or  424i  0^.  lid. 
less  than  me  estimated  amount,  which,  inclusive  of  a  supplemental 
vote  of  500i  for  public  works,  was  8,375/. 

The  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities  on  the  31st  of  December 
1886,  inclusive  of  cash  in  the  Colonial  chest  (1,208/.  5s.  2d.) 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  Agents  (1,158/.  17*.  9dl),  was 
6,511/.  4*.  9d. 

Of  this  balance  2,000/.  has  been  invested  on  account  of  land 
sales  and  1,000/.  on  account  of  surplus  funds  in  Colonial  securities, 
the  annual  interest  on  which  amounts  to  107/.  19^.  2d. 

There  is  no  Public  Debt 

Public  Works. 

No  new  public  works  were  undertaken,  but  extensive  repairs 
were  made  to  the  Government  House  and  offices,  including  the 
roofing  of  the  Government  Offices  and  part  of  the  large  buuding 
known  as  the  barracks  with  galvanised  iron,  the  painting  of  the 
interior  of  Government  House,  and  the  supply  of  some  furniture 
to  replace  what  had  become  unserviceable;  the  painting  inside 
and  outside  of  the  Government  offices  and  the  court-house  ;  the 
construction  of  roads  and  drains,  and  the  removal  of  a  mass  of 
peat  which  slipped  from  the  hill  behind  the  town  of  Stanley  and 
obstructed  some  of  the  principal  streets. 

Legislation^, 

Nine  Ordinances  were  passed  in  1886  : — 

No.  1. — **  Public  Health  Ordinance."  This  Ordinance  provides 
for  the  appointment  of  a  Board  of  Health  to  be  the  sanitary 
authority  in  the  Colony,  with  power  to  make  bye-laws  with  respect 
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to  the    construction    of   new  streets,  buildings,  drainage    and     Falklavo 
sewerage,  the  protection  of  water,  and  prevention  and  removal  of     isij^s. 
nuisances. 

No.  2. — ^^  An  Ordinance  to  amend  the  Customs  Consolidation 
Ordinance,  1882."  This  Ordinance  provides  for  the  due  reporting 
of  vessels  arriving  in  Stanley  from  other  parts  of  the  Colony. 

No.  3. — ^*  Town  Lands  Ordinance."  This  Ordinance  authorises 
the  Governor  to  sell  without  auction  frontages  to  owners  of 
adjacent  lands  in  Stanley,  or  any  other  town  in  the  Colony,  at 
prices  to  be  fixed  by  him  with  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council. 

No.  4. — *'  An  Ordinance  to  extend  to  the  Colony  a  certain  Act 
of  Parliament."  This  was  the  Act  41  &  42  Vict.  c.  19.  entitled 
an  Act  to  amend  the  Matrimonial  Causes  Act.  This  Ordinance 
was  aflerwards  repealed,  and  in  its  place  an  Ordinance  was  enacted 
(No.  8)  *'  to  make  better  provision  for  the  protection  of  married 
women.*' 

No.  5. — '^  Naturalization  Ordinance*** 

No.  6. — "An  Ordinance  to  make  further  provision  for  the 
service  of  the  Colony  of  the  Falkland  Islands  for  the  year  1886." 
This  Ordinanceprovides  for  an  increased  expenditure  under  the 
head  of  PubKc  Works. 

No.  7. — *'An  Ordinance  to  p^ievent  the  introduction  of 
spirituous  or  fermented  liquors  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ships 
without  the  consent  of  the  commander." 

No.  8. — **An  Ordinance  to  make  better  provision  for  the 
protection  of  married  women."  This  Ordinance  was  enacted  in 
the  place  of  No.  4,  which  it  repeals.  •• 

No.  9. — '*  An  Ordinance  to  provide  for  the  service  of  the 
Colony  of  the  Falkland  Islands."  '*  This  is  the  Appropriation 
Ordinance  for  1887. 

Civil  Establishments. 

Governor  T.  Eerr  left  the  Colony  for  England  on  leave  of 
absence  on  the  3rd  of  March,  and  returned  on  the  16th  of 
December.  During  his  absence  the  government  was  administered 
by  Lieutenant-Governor  A.  C.  S.  Barkly. 

Mr.  E.  P.  Brooks,  Colonial  Secretary,  Treasurer,  Police 
Magistrate,  Coroner,  Collector  of  Customs,  Harbour  Master^ 
Shipping  Master,  postmaster.  Registrar  General,  Registrar  of 
Courts,  and  Receiver  of  Wrecks,  obtained  leave  of  absence  and 
left  the  Colony  on  the  27th  of  December ;  his  duties  as  Colonial 
Secretary,  Police  Magistrate,  Treasurer,  Coroner,  Postmaster, 
Collector  of  Customs,  and  Harbour  Master  being  performed  by 
Mr.  H.  B.  L.  Jameson,  Government  Clerk ;  and  those  of  Shipping 
Master,  Registrar  General,  Registrar  of  Courts  and  Receiver  of 
Wrecks,  by  Mr.  M.  Kerr,  who  also  acted  as  Government  Clerk 
and  Clerk  to  the  Councils.  Mr.  George  Hurst  was  confirmed  in 
his  appointment  as  Chief  Constable,  and  was  also  appointed  to  the 
Office  of  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  created  by  the  Public  Health 
Act 
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FAutAKD         Mr.  B.  T.  Heuston^  Assistant  Colonial  Surgeon,  left  the  Colony 
JtLAKPfl.      on  the  3oti,  of  November,  haying  been  appointed  to  an  Office  in 
"~"         the  Medical  Department  of  Western  Australia. 

Pensions. 

There  is  no  change  under  this  head.  The  whole  annual  charge 
for  pensions  is  235/.  I6s.  8(L 

Population, 

There  were  67  births  during  1886,  of  which  number  34  were 
males  and  33  were  females. 

There  were  17  marriages. 

The  deaths  registered  were  15,  of  which  13  were  males  and  two 
"Were  femalea 

The  causes  of  death  were  as  follows : — 


Accidental  drowning  - 

- 

- 

2 

Inanition       ^ 

- 

« 

1 

Tabes  mesenterica     - 

- 

- 

2 

Suffocation  (perished  in 

the 

peat  slip) 

- 

2 

Phthisis 

- 

- 

3 

Consumption 

w                         w 

- 

1 

Infantile  disease 

- 

- 

2 

Pneumonial  typhoid  - 

- 

- 

1 

Tubercular  meningitis 

- 

- 

2 

Total 

- 

- 

15 

The  health  of  the  Colony  was  good.  The  following  report  has 
been  sent  in  by  the  Colonial  Surgeon,  which  applies  only  to 
Stanley  and  the  surrounding  district : — 

Colonial  Surgeon^ s  RepoH. 

"  Stanley,  Falkland  Islands, 
''  Sir,  March  22,  1887. 

*^  I  have  tlie  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  His 
Ea^cellency  the  Governor,  on  the  healthy  condition  of  the  settlement 
for  the  year  1886. 

"  It  is  indeed  most  satisfactory  to  state  that  the  number  of  cases 
of  preventable  disease  has  been  very  small,  even  below  the  average, 
which  speaks  well  for  this  remarkably  healthy  climate,  considering 
the  number  of  drawbacks  that  exist  (not  having  a  pure  water 
supply,  the  want  of  proper  drainage,  and  defective  sewerage). 
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**  I  have  on  a  former  occasion  drawn  His  Excellency's  attention     Falkland 
to  the  fac€  that  this  climate  exercises  a  prophylactic  effect  on      lei^yps* 
phthisis,  tubercular  and  other  pulmonary  diseases,  especially  of  the 
respiratory  organs* 

**  Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  laryngitis,  and  even  infantile 
diseases,  are  few  in  number. 

"I  have,  &c. 
"(Signed)        Samuel  Hamilton, 
**  The  Hon.  R  B.  L.  Jameson,  Colonial  Surgeon, 

"Acting  Colonial  Secretary'* 

No  medical  reports  were  received  from  the  Darwin  or  West 
Falkland  Districts,  but  as  no  deaths  occurred  in  the  West  Falkland, 
and  only  one  (that  of  a  new-bom  infant)  in  Darvyin,  the  omission 
is  not  important. 

It  is  impossible  to  state  with  exactness  the  number  of  the 
population  at  the  end  of  1886.  The  census  taken  in  1881  placed 
the  total  number  at  1,553,  and  the  annual  returnd  of  the  Registrar 
General  since  that  time  indicate  1,728  as  the  probable  number  at 
the  end  of  1886  ;  but  as  there  have  been  many  arrivals  of  whom 
no  account  has  been  kept,  the  actual  number  may  be  about  1,800. 

From  a  rough  account  which  I  have  had  taken  of  the  population 
of  Stanley,  I  find  that  the  number  has  increased  since  1881  from 
508  to  725. 

Education. 

The  following  report  from  the  Colonial  Chaplain,  who  acts  as 
School  Inspector,  aifords  all  the  information  that  can  be  given 
under  this  head: — 

Education  Report,  1886. 

"  The  Government  infant  and  senior  schools  in  Stanley  were 
attended  during  the  year  by  81  and  108  children  respectively. 
The  average  attendance  was  57  and  68  respectively. 

"  There  are  309  children  under  the  age  of  15  years  in  Stanley, 
the  above  average  attendance  is  therefore  small. 

'*In  Darwin  there  is  a  small  school  attended  by  21  children. 

"  With  the  exception  of  Stanley  iand  Darwin,  the  state  of 
education  throughout  the  Islands  is  deplorable. 

"  In  the  Falkland  Islands  Company's  district  there  are  133 
children,  of  whom  only  30  have  any  educational  advantages. 

"Throughout  the  rest  of  the  Islands  there  are  about  150 
children,  for  whose  education  no  provision  wliatever  exists. 

"  By  His  Excellency  Governor  Kerr's  permission,  a  Children's 
Penny  Savings  Bank  has  been  conducted  in  connection  with  the 
Government  Schools  for  the  last  18  months.  On  December  the 
31st,  1886,  there  was  a  balance  to  the  dredit  of  the  Bank  of 
434/.  65.  6rf. 

"  I  most  respectfully  call  His  Excellency's  attention  to—  - 

**  First — ^Tlie  need  of  compulsory  attendance  on  school  in 
Stanley. 
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''  Second. — That  some  steps  might  be  taken  to  assist  education 
in  the  countryparts  of  the  Islands. 

"  Third. — Tne  advisability  of  the  Savings  Bank  being  put  on  a 
more  public  and  permanent  basis. 

"  (Signed)        Lowther  K  Brandon,  M. A., 

Government  School  Inspector. 
"March  3rd,  1887, 

Stanley,  Falkland  Islands." 

Imparts  and  £x ports. 

The  value  of  the  imports  in  1886  was  73,602il  In  1885  it 
was  48,314L  and  in  1884  it  was  67,848/. 

The  value  of  the  exports  in  1886  was  108,946/.  In  1885  it  was 
97,846/.  and  in  1884  ii  was  101,338/. 

The  following  table  represents  the  relative  value  of  the  several 
articles  of  export  during  the  six  years  ending  with  1886  : — 


1881. 

1882. 

1883. 

1884. 

1886. 

1886. 

Wool         -         -         -         - 

Tallow       -         -          -          - 

Sheepskins          -         .         - 

Hides         .... 

Old  metal  and  Junk 

Sealikins    - 

86«1(^       .          .           .           . 

Hair,  bones,  and  bone  ash 

Live  sheep-         -         .         - 

Live  horses 

Frozen  mutton     .         -         - 

Live  geeso .         -         -         - 

£ 
70.987 

8.206 
068 
8S 

£ 
57i655 

10.120 

3,803 

4310 

880 

.^ 

20 

£ 
68318 

8,735 

4346 

2.776 

906 

118 
8^400 

£ 
74.662 

18314 

5386 

4^248 

196 

191 

125 

62 

2.720 

150 

£ 
82018 

8360 

6,125 

4^727 

850 

OS 
2378 

£ 
72^008 

9.6M 

831S 

1.850 

8 
10340 

15.670 
18 

Total- 

87,010 

76346 

86^992 

101388 

07346 

108316 

Shippinff. 

Twen^-two  sailing  vessels  arrived  in  the  Colony  in  1886 ;  the 
tonnage  of  the  whole  was  15,505  ;  the  crews  numbered  333.  Of 
these  arrivals  13  vessels  were  engi^ed  in  the  trade  of  the  Colony, 
and  nine  put  into  Stanley  to  repair  damages  sustained  at  sea  ;  of 
these  two  were  declared  unseaworthy.  One^  the ''  Sidney  Daores," 
was  totally  lost,  while  being  towed  out  of  Port  William,  by  the 
breaking  of  the  towing  hawser ;  the  remaining  six,  after  being 
repaired,  proceeded  on  their  voyages.  The  monthlymail  service 
was  regolarly  performed  by  the  steamships  of  the  JBlosmos  Com- 
pany, and  the  *^  Selembri%"  a  large  steamship  fitted  for  carryfaig 
frozen  meat,  arrived  and  took  a  cargo  of  30^283  frozen  sheep  for 
London. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,J 


HBB  majesty's  COLONIAL  POSSESSIONS.  257 

Her  Majesty's  ships  "  Ruby/'  '«  Ready,"  and  "  Frolic  "  visiled     Fiullahd 
the  Colony  during  the  year ;  the  first-named  vessel,  commanded      l«^^»- 
by  Captain  W.  R.  Kennedy^  R.N.,  senior  officer  of  the  station, 
made  two  visits. 

The  yacht  «  Marchesa,"  with  Earl  Dudley  and  a  party,  also 
visited  the  Islands. 

Criminal  Statistics. 

There  was  no  conviction  in  the  Supreme  Court  during  the 
year. 

Forty-nine  persons  were  summarilv  convicted  before  the  police 
magistrate.  Of  these  32  were  punished  by  fines,  six  by  imprison- 
ment in  lieu  of  fine,  seven  by  peremptory  imprisonment,  and  four 
were  bound  over  to  keep  the  peace. 

General  Remarks. 

The  continued  prosperity  of  the  Colony  is  proved  by  the  fact 
that,  notwithstanding  the  ravages  of  disease  among  the  flocks, 
occasioned,  it  is  said,  by  the  unusual  severity  of  the  two  preceding 
winters,  the  value  of  the  exports  rose  to  the  unprecedented 
amount  of  108,913i 

In  1876  the  value  of  the  exports  was  37,121/.  The  average  of 
the  five  years  ending  in  1880  was  61,591/.,  and  of  the  five  years 
ending  1885,  89,7 lOi 

In  1886  the  first  export  of  frozen  mutton  was  made,  the  value 
of  which  when  shipped  was  15,670/.  It  is  said  that  the  expense 
attending  this  enterprise  has  been  so  great  that  the  Frozen  Meat 
Company  have  sustained  some  loss,  and  that  a  new  arrangement 
has  been  proposed  under  which  the  price  paid  to  the  sheep  farmers 
has  been  reduced  by  20  per  cent,,  or  from  10*.  to  8s,  for  a  carcase 
weighing  75  lbs.  This  is  likely  to  lessen  the  supply  considerably, 
as  the  colonists,  whose  stations  are  not  yet  fully  stocked,  are  un- 
willing to  sell  their  sheep  at  the  reduced  rate.  It  may  be  that 
the  first  expenditure  was  excessive,  and  that  future  voyages  may 
be  made  at  less  cost ;  at  any  rate,  ike  "  Selembria,"  the  fine  steam- 
ship which  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  trade,  arrived  on  the  16th 
of  December  for  a  second  cargo. 

The  exportation  of  ewes  to  the  new  settlements  in  Patagonia 
and  Tierra  del  Fuego,  which  commenced  in  1883,  rose  to  a  large 
amount  in  1886.  In  1883  it  amounted  to  2,400/.,  in  1884  to 
2,720/.,  in  1886  it  was  2,078/.,  and  in  1886  it  was  10,949/. 

The  great  rise  in  the  price  of  wool  in  1886  must  have  proved 
of  great  advantage  to  the  Colony. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Government  has  also  been  most 
satisfactory. 

The  revenue  amounted  to  9,296/.  and  the  expenditure  to 
7,950/. 

There  is  no  public  debt,  and  the  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities 
on  the  31st  of  December,  including  the  cash  balances  in   the 

o    51507.  R 
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Falkland  Colonial  chests  and  in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  Agents,  was 
liLANDs.  6,511/.;  of  this  amount  3,000/.  has  been  invested  in  Colonial 
securities,  in  pursuance  of  an  arrangement  for  securing  the  per- 
manency of  the  revenue  derived  from  the  rent  of  the  Crown  lands, 
by  capitalizing  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  land,  nearly  half  of  the 
revenue  of  the  Colony  being  derived  from  the  rent  of  the  Crown 
lands  as  pastoral  stations. 

A  calamiiy,  which  might  have  had  more  fatal  consequences,  befel 
the  town  of  Stanley'  on  the  night  of  the  2nd  of  June.  The 
weather  had  been  very  rainy,  and  the  large  peat  bog  on  tlie 
rising  ground  at  the  back  of  the  town,  which  supplies  the  in- 
habitants with  fuel,  became  so  saturated  that  a  large  mass,  in  a 
semi-fluid  condition,  slid  down  the  slope,  filling  the  lower  parts 
of  the  houses  in  its  course  to  the  harbour,  and  carrying  away 
fences,  outhouses,  and  smaller  obstacles. 

Two  persons  were  swept  away  and  suflFocated,  and  but  for  the 
extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  which  deterred  persons  from  yen- 
turiqg  out  of  their  houses,  it  is  probable  that  many  more  would 
have  perished. 

The  building  which  formed  the  church  and  schoolhouse  was  so 
much  injured  by  the  pressure  of  tlie  mass  of  peat  which  accu- 
mulated against  it  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  take  it 
down.  A  similar  peat  slip  took  place  in  1878,  of  which  an  in- 
teresting account  was  given  in  the  Blue  Book  for  that  year. 

Efforts  were  made  to  secure  as  worthy  a  representation  of  the 
Colony  at  the  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition  as  its  limited  range 
of  productions  would  admit  of,  but  owing  to  the  isolated  resi- 
dences of  the  producers,  who  are  all  engaged  in  sheep-farming 
on  large  stations,  in  a  rough  country  without  roads,  and  where 
intercommunication  is  difficult,  the  attempt  failed,  and  the  Govern- 
ment was  unable  to  procure  any  exhibits  to  forward  to  the 
Exhibition.  The  directors  of  the  Falkland  Islands  Company  in 
London,  however,  exhibited,  at  their  own  expense,  samples  of 
wool  and  tallow  from  their  stations  in  the  Colony. 

The  Governor  left  the  Colony  for  England  on  leave  of  absence 
on  the  3rd  of  March,  and  his  term  of  o&ce  having  been  extended, 
he  returned  on  the  16th  of  December. 

The  Government  was  administered  ad  interim  by  Lieutenant- 
Governor  Barkly,  Chief  Commissioner  of  the  Seychelles. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        T.  Kerr, 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Governor 

&c.  &c. 
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ST.  HELENA.  St.  Helena. 

No.  18. 

Governor  Grant  Blunt  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Sib,  The  Castle,  St  Helena,  May  27, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  herewith  the  Blue  Book 
Returns  for  1886. 

2.  The  revenue  for  the  year  amounted  to  12,186/.  6s.  6d,, 
including  a  grant  in  aid  of  2,0002.  from  the  Imperial  Treasury  on 
account  of  mail  subsidy.  By  the  comparative  statement  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  revenue  exceeded  that  for  1885  by  nearly  1,150/. 

3.  The  expenditure^  which  was  estimated  at  11,064/.  7*.  li«/., 
amounted  to  11,209/.  11*.  8i,  but  over  200/.  beyond  the  amount 
estimated  for  works  and  buildings  was  expended  principally  in 
improvements  to  Jamestown  drainage.  Only  500/.  of  debentures 
were  paid  off  instead  of  1,000/.  as  estimated,  but  to  balance  this 
546/.  13^.  8c/.  for  mail  subsidy  (December  quarter,  1886)  was 
paid,  making  five  quarterly  payments  lor  the  year  instead  of  four 
as  estimated. 

4.  The  8tren|];th  of  the  garrison  was  increased  by  about  100 
mep  by  the  arrival  of  an  infantry  detachment,  and  may  possibly 
be  further  increased  during  the  coming  year.  New  batteries  for 
the  protection  of  Jamestown  Bay  have  been  constructed  during 
the  past  year,  and  further  works  for  the  protection  of  this  coaling 
station  are  contemplated. 

5.  Legislation, 

The  principal  Ordinances  enacted  during  the  year  were : — 

No.  5.  To  make  provision  for  the  apprehension  and  detention 
of  deserters  from  foreign  merchant  vessels. 

No.  7.  To  permit  trading  with  passing  vessels  under  certain 
restrictions^ 

These  Ordinances  have  been  found  to  work  satisfactorily,  and 
meet  the  requirements  of  the  Colony. 

6.   CivU  Establishment 

Mr.  G.  Ai  Banbury  left  the  Colony,  and  Mr.  W.  Grey- Wilson 
joined  as  Colonial  Secretary,  &a 

Miss  Warren  joined  as  schoolmistress  in  place  of  Miss  Welch, 
pensioned. 
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St.  Hbueha.       Police-sergeant  Harrison   took  over  the  duties  of  gaoler  in 
addition  to  his  police  duties  on  J.  Richards  being  pensioned. 


7.  Pensions. 

The  following  changes  occurred  in  the  pension  list : — 

Chief  Justice  Parker,  in  receipt  of  a  pension  of  128i  6s.  Sd,, 

and  J.  Scale,  39/.  13«.,  died.     Miss  E.  Welch,  47/.  9*.  IW.,  and 

J.  Richards,  66/.  45.  4dl,  were  added  to  the  list 


8.  Foreign  Consuls. 

0.  A.  Carrol  has  ceased  to  be  Consul  for  Chili  and  Venezuela. 

Saul  Solomon  has  become  Consul  for  Denmark  and  Portugal, 
in  place  of  H.  Bovell,  who  has  left  the  Island. 

Robt.  Pooley  has  ceased  to  be  Consul  for  Peru. 

A.  C.  Wadeson  has  become  Vice-consul  for  Brazil  and  Consular 
Agent  for  Peru. 

9.  Education. 

There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  children 
attending  (he  girls'  school,  Jamestown, owing  to  therehaying  been 
no  mistress  for  this  school  for  many  months,  and  consequently 
many  of  the  elder  girls  have  gone  to  other  schools. 


10.  Imports  and  Exports. 
The  imports,  as  compared  with  1885,  were  as  follows :— 


18S6. 

1886. 

United  Kingdom        -           -           .           - 
British  Colonia .       .           .           -           . 
Foreign  Countries     -           -           -           . 

30,790 
8,501 
2,470 

28,949 
9,276 
2,025 

Total 

41,761 

40,250 

The  exports  to  the  United  Kingdom  amounted  to  429il  In 
addition  21,232/1  bone,  oil,  and  whaling  stores  were  transhipped 
from  American  whalers  in  port.  Also  1,615/.  of  coal  was  landed 
from  a  vessel  in  distress,  and  afterwards  sold  in  the  Island.  343/. 
lime  juice,  spirits,  and  wine  were  taken  out  of  bond  as  ship's 
stores,  in  addition  to  the  amount  shown  as  exports. 
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11.  Shipping. 
Sailing  Vessels  Entered, 


St.  HsLBiiA. 


1885. 

1886. 

British- 

- 

- 

- 

24 

17  with  cargoes. 

n      • 

- 

• 

- 

1 

SinbdhMt. 

Foreign 

- 

- 

- 

12 

21  with  cargoes. 

»> 

- 

- 

■- 

5 

7  in  ballast 

Sailing  Vessels  Cleared. 

1885. 

1886. 

British- 

• 

• 

17 

18  with  cargoes. 

n 

- 

- 

5 

1  in  ballast. 

Foreign 

- 

- 

4 

6  with  cargoes. 

w 

- 

- 

4 

4  in  ballast 

Steam  Vessels  Entered, 

1885. 

1886. 

British* 

- 

38 

35  with  cargoes. 

Steam  Vessels  Cleared. 

1885. 

1886. 

British. 

- 

1 

2  with  cargoes. 
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St.  Hblbva. 


12.  Gaoh  and  Prisons. 



1885. 

1886. 

Committed   -           -           -           -           . 
Arenge  diily  nnmber  in  prison 

54 

mi 

77 

There  were  no  deaths^  and  the  sanitary  state  of  the  prison  was 
very  healthy. 

Criminal  Statistics, 


1885. 

1886. 

198 

207 

There  were  no  convictions  in  tiie  Supreme  Court. 

13.*  Hospital  and  Asylum. 
The  admissions  to  the  hospital  were : — 


1885. 

1886. 

Males 

Females        -           .           -           .           - 

76 
27 

74 
25 

The  number  of  deaths  in  hospital  were  1885,  8 ;  1886,  16. 
These  were  principally  sailors  left  by  passing  ships. 
One  male  was  admitted  to  the  asylum  and  one  male  died. 

I  have.  Sic. 
(Signed)        Gbant  Blunt,  Colonel, 
The  Bight  Hon,  Governor. 

Sir  H.  T.  Holland,  G.C.M.G., 
&c.        &c.        &c. 
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No.  19. 
Governor  Sir  J.  L.  A.  Simmons  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Sib,  Palace,  Valletta,  May  25,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  Malta  Blue  Book 
for  1886,  together  with  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  report  on  the 
same. 

I  have,  &c, 
The  Bight  Hon.       (Signed)        J.  L.  A.  Simmons, 
Sir  Henry  Holkmd,  Bart.,  G.C.M.G.  Governor. 

&c.  &c.  &c. 


Chief  Secretary's  Office,  Malta, 
Sir,  ^      May  23,  1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  ibllowing  report  on  the 
Blue  Book  for  1886  :— 

1.  The  revenue  and  expenditure  may  be  tabulated  thus:— 

Revenue. 


Castoms. 

Other  Receipts. 

Total. 

1883  - 

1884  - 

1885  ... 

183,347 
132,850 
185,907 

72,219 
79,719 
7r,404 

205,566 
212,569 
213,311 

402,104 

229,842 

631,446 

Average 

1886    -            .            - 

134,035 
142,069 

76,447 
81,684 

210,482 
228,753 

Increase  ■ 

8,034 

5,237 

18,271 

Or  eliminating  from  ** other  receipts"  of  1884  the  10,000/. 
granted  by  the  Imperial  Government  on  account  of  the  '^  Egyp- 
tian refugees,'*  and  from  *' other  receipts '*  of  1885  and  1886, 
the  increase  in  the  revenue  of  the  Post  Office  due  to  the  transfer 
to  the  Colony  on  1st  January  1885, 
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Malta. 


Cufitoms. 

Other  Receipts. 

Total. 

1888         ..            - 

1884 

1885 

188,847 
182,850 
185,907 

72,219 
69,719 
69,782 

205,566 
202,569 
205,689 

Total     - 

402,104 

211.670 

618,774 

Average  -           -           - 
1886 

134,085 
142,069 

70,656 
73^49 

204,591 
215,118 

Ineiease 

8,084 

2,498 

10,527 

The  following  table  compRres  the  actual  revenue  for  1886  with 
that  of  1885 :— 


CastoniB. 

Other  Receipts. 

Total. 

1885  -            .            - 

1886  - 

4L 
135,907 

142,069 

77,404 
81,684 

£ 
218,811 

228,758 

IncKase 

6,162 

4,280 

10,442 

The  increase  of  the  revenue  is  mainly  under  the  head  of  Cus- 
toms receipts,  and  this  is  principally  due  to  larger  consumption  by 
a  steadily  increasing  population  and  to  the  prosperous  condition 
of  the  labouring  classes. 

Expenditure, 


Salaries 
and  Allowances. 

Other 
Expenditore. 

Total. 

1888 

1884        - 
1885 

81,446 
80,606 
87,712 

102,291 
129,189 
188,683 

188,787 
209,795 
226,845 

249,764 

370,118 

619,877 

Average  -           -           - 
1886 

88,255 
90,473 

128,871 
180,984 

206,626 
271,407 

Increase  - 

7,218 

57,568 

64,781 
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Or  eliminating  from  the  expenditure  for  1885  and  1886,  the       Malta. 
difierence  due  to  the  transfer  of  the  Post  Office  to  Colonial 
control. 


Salaries  and 
Allowances. 

Other 
Expenditure. 

Total. 

1883         -            .            . 

1884 

1885 

81^6 
80,606 
85,892 

102,291 
129,189 
137,571 

188,787 
209,795 
228,468 

Total     . 

247,944 

369,051 

616,995 

Ayerage  - 
1886 

82,648 
89,884 

128,017 
174,699 

205,665 
264,083 

Increase 

6,736 

51,682 

58,418 

The  following  table  compares  the  actual  expenditure  for  1886 
with  that  of  1885  :— 


Salaries 
and  Allowances. 

Other 
Expenditure. 

Total 

1885 
1886 

87,712 
90,473 

138,683 
180,934 

226,345 
271,407 

Increase  - 

2,761 

42,801 

45,062 

2.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities: — 
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Legislation.  Malta. 

3.  The  Council  of  Government  met  for  the  session  of  1885-1886 
on  19th  November  1885. 

The  following  legislation  was  effected  during  1886 : — 

Ordinances. 
No.  I. 
To  prevent  the  landing  of  stowaways  in  Malta. 

No.  II. 
To  amend  the  Criminal  Laws. 

No.  III. 

To  prevent  some  doubts  in  cases  of  offences  punishable  in  virtue 
of  certain  laws. 

No.  IV. 

To  extend  the  jurisdiction  of  Syndics'  Courts  in  criminal 
matters. 

No.  V. 

To  amend  the  Police  Laws. 

No.  VL 
To  amend  Article  45a  of  the  Police  Laws. 

No.  VII. 

To  amend  the  law  relating  to  the  election   of  the  elective 
members  of  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta. 

No.  VIIL 

To  make  certain  transitory  provisions  relating  to  the  election 
of  the  elective  members  of  the  Council  of  Government  of  Malta. 

NalX. 
To  amend  the  laws  of  Organization  and  Civil  procedure. 

No.X. 

To  make  some  provisions  respecting  the  water  supply  and 
the  distribution  thereof. 
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MAtTA.  Ordinance  No.  1  was  rendered  necessary  by  the  introduction 

into  the  Island  of  numbers  of  stowaways  who  were  landed  here 

from  passing  steamers  and  have  had  to  be  maintained  and 
repatriated  at  the  cost  of  the  Governm^ent.  The  Ordinance  as 
passed  requires  some  amendment 

Ordinance  No.  II.  abolishes  the  punishments  of  ^  admonition  " 
and  of  '*  detention/'  neither  of  whicn  were  found  to  be  deterrent^ 
reduces  the  period  before'  which  under  ordinary  circumstances^ 
a  criminal  case  may  not  be  heard  from  five  days  to  two^  and  makes 
some  other  necessary  amendments  in  the  details  of  the  Criminal 
Code. 

Ordinance  No.  III.  is  a  consequence  of  the  passing  of  Ordinance 
Na  11. 

Ordinance  No.  IV.  extends  the  jurisdiction  of  the  ^ndics  in 
criminal  matters  so  as  to  prevent  the  necessiqr  of  prisoners  and 
police  being  brought  to  Valletta  when  a  minor  offence  has  been 
committed  in  a  country  district.  * 

Ordinance  No.  V.  extends  the  powers  of  the  police  in  regard  to 
cab-driyers,  and  makes  some  other  minor  alteratiops  in  the  Police 
Laws. 

Ordinance  No.  VI.  corrects  a  clause  in  Ordinance  No.  V.  by 
which  greater  powers  were  given  to  the  Superintendent  of  Police 
in  regard  to  cab-drivers,  than  was  the  intention  of  the  Le^slatnre. 

Ordinances  Nos.  VII.  and  VIII.  amend  the  Electoral  Laws. 
The  main  alterations  are^  the  setting  up  of  a  permanent  electoral 
list^  which  is  to  be  revised  once  a  year^  and  the  introduction  of 
the  principle  of  nomination. 

Ordinance  No.  TX.  amends  the  law  of  '*  Organization  and  Ciyil 
Procedure."  The  details  cannot  be  discussed  within  the  compass 
of  this  report.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  here  that  the  original  intention 
of  the  Ordinance  was  to  quicken  procedure  in  the  courts. 

Ordinance  No.  X,  makes  provisions  with  regard  to  the  water- 
supply^  provides  for  payment  for  supplies  above  a  certain  gratis 
allowance^  and  gives  the  necessary  powers  to  the  water  authority. 
As  originally  passed  by  the  Legislature  with  the  consent  of  all  the 
elected  members  except  two,  it  provided  for  the  establishment  of 
water  rights  under  certain  conditions  ;  but  on  the  representation 
of  a  section  of  the  landed  proprietors  here,  the  clauses  making 
these  provisions  were  disapproved  and  stmck  out  by  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Civil  Bitablishment 

4.  The  changes  in  offices  during  the  year  were  the  following : — 
Mr.  F.  V.  Inglott,  C.M.G.,   was  appointed  Postmaster  vice 

Mr.  B.  Duke^  who  retired  on  a  pension  on  31st  December  1885. 
Mr.  F.  Vella,  formerly  Assistant  Secretary  to  Grovernment  for 

Malta,   was  appointed   Collector  of   Custpms,  vice  l^r.  F.   V 

Inglott,  C.M.Gf. 
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Mr.  Emilio  de  Petri,  Chief  Clerk  in  llie  Chief  SecreUry's  Office, 
was  promoted  to  the  situation  of  Assistant  Secretary  to  Govern- 
ment, vice  Mr.  F,  Vella. 

Mr.  Kichard  Micallef  was  appointed  Comptroller  of  the 
Charitable  Institutions  in  the  room  of  Mr.  G.  Monreal,  retired  on 
a  pension. 

Mr.  Paolo  Trapani,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Audit  Office,  was  appointed 
Assistant  Secretary  to  Government  for  Gozo,  vice  Mr.  R.  Micallef. 


Malta. 


Population, 

5.  The  birihs  in  the  year  numbered  6,417,  and  the  deaths  to 
4,302,  giving  a  natural  increase  of  2,115. 

The  estimated  population  on  3l8t  December  1886  was 
159,231. 

The  birth  rate  in  the  year  was  40  per  1,000,  and  the  death  rate 
27  per  1,000,  against  38  and  35  per  1,000  respectively  in  1885. 

Saviiiffs  Batiks. 

6.  The  amount  of  deposits  in  the  savings  banks  was  as 
follows : — 


1886. 
(31st  December.) 

Depoaitors. 

1885. 
(31st  December.) 

Depositors. 

In  Malta     - 
In  Qoio 

£          8.     d. 
852,504     9     11 

d3,748  17     11 

4,664 
474 

&       8.    d, 
323,366  17  10^ 

19,715     8     1 

4,411 
394 

Total 

37M53     7     10 

5,128 

343,082     5  14 

4,805 

showing  an  increase  of  33,171/.  Is.  lOJJ.,  and  323  depositors,  and 
an  average  of  73/.  per  depositor,  against  71/.  in  1885,  and  69/.  in 
1884. 

Education. 

7.  The  following  is    a  list  of  the   Government  educational 
establishments : — 


No.  of  Scholars. 

1886. 

1885. 

The  University,  attended  by     - 
The  Lyceum,  attended  by          -           - 
Two  Secondary  Schools,  attended  by     - 
Twenty-five  Primary  Schools,  attended 

Eight  Infant  Schools,  attended  by 

43 
408 
129 

8,341 
1,041 

74 
433 
128 

8,387 
921 

Total       .       '    . 

9,957 

9,943 
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bCalta.  The  expenditure  of  the  educational  establishments  amounted  in 

1886  to  16,529/.  14^.  4^i,  and  the  fees  paid  by  the  scholars  for 

attendance  amounted  to  524/.  15^.  6^. 

Imports  and  Expoets* 

8.  The  following  is  the"!             £  £ 

value  of  cargoes  im- I  706,887     inT  t/iq  oko  :.,  loer 

ported    and    actually  f  1886  against/  748,J5»  in  1«»j. 
landed  at  this  port     -J 

Value  of  cargoes  which 
merely  touched  at  this 
port  and  were  re-ex- 
ported in  the  same 
bottoms         -  -  11,401,300  against  17,409,004        „ 


viz. : — 

From  the  United  King- 

dom 

109,413 

99 

117,333 

From        the       British 

Colonies 

2,155,000 

9i 

2,741,760 

From    H.M.'s  ships  in 

port 

1,192 

i> 

435 

From  Foreign  countries 

9,842,582 

» 

15,297,735 

12,108,187  18,157,263 


showing  a  decrease  of  6,049,076/. 

9.  The  value  of  exports  ^  £  £ 

from  pordons  of  car-  / 

goes      which       were  >  42,769        in\  ron«i-    i  nor 

actually  landed  at  this  I  1886  against/  ^•^>^^^  *"  ^^^^• 

port  -  -y 

Value  of  exports  of 
whole  cargoes  which 
merely  touched  at  this 
port  and  proceeded  in 
the  same  bottoms       -  11,370,798  against  17,355,978        „ 

viz. : — 

To  the  United  Kingdom  3,070,234 

„  British  Colonies       -  2,322,094 

„   H.M.'s  ships            -  6,301 

„  Foreign  countries    -  6,014,938 


>9 

5,629,361 

s> 

99 

4,077,118 

» 

>i 

6,925 

>» 

>J 

7,695,625 

99 

11,413,567  17,409,029 

showing  a  decrease  of  5,995^462/. 
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Shipping. 

10.  The  shipping  movement  in  the  port  during  the  last  three 
years  is  shown  in  the  following  return : — 


Malta. 


Year. 

Steamers. 

Sailing 

VosseU. 

No. 

Tons. 

4,667,890 
4,388,756 
5,140,817 

No. 

Tons. 

1883 
1884 
1885 

4,280 
3,851 
4,424 

1,582 
1,530 
1,381 

162,066 
133,742 
128,671 

12,505 

14,191,963 

4,493 

414,479 

Average  -         -           - 
1886 

4,168 
3,605 

4,780,654 
4,349,015 

1,498 
1,257 

138,160 
97,405 

Decrease 

563 

381,639 

241 

40,755 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Collector  of  Customs  on  this 
decrease: — 

"  The  above  decrease  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  qiiai*antinc 
which  it  was  necessary  to  impose  in  this  Island  during  a  portion  of 
the  year  against  several  ports  in  the  Mediterranean;  and  also  to 
the  improvements  inti'oduced  in  most  of  the  merchant  steamers 
enabling  the  bunkers  to  hold  a  larger  quantity  of  coals,  and  thus 
avoid  calling  at  ports  which  offer  Uttle  inducement  for  obtaining 
cargoes. 

*•  There  is  also  another  reason  for  the  cause  of  the  decrease 
under  this  head.  It  has  been  reported  that  banks  involved  in 
shipping  undeniably  suffered  last  year,  and  are  probably  destined 
still  to  suffer :  for  although  there  is  an  unquedtionable  improve- 
ment in  the  state  of  trade  generally  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the 
keen  competition  in  the  shipping  industry^  and  the  consequently 
low  freightage  rates^  render  it  almost  impossible  for  this  kind  of 
business  to  be  profitably' pursued  under 'existing^conditions,  and  it 
is  well  known  that  many  shipowners  prefer  leaving  their  steamers 
in  the  docks  idle  rather  than  charter  them  at  a  low  freightage 
without  any  profit/* 
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M^^'  Criminal  Statistics. 

11.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  ofiences  punidbable  under 
local  laws,  showmg  the  number  of  accusationa  and  of  persons 
brought  before  the  courts  by  the  police  in  1886 :— 


Offences. 

1 

1 

} 

Crimea  agaiDBt  public  tranqoillitj  - 
,,      affeettng  public  credit 
»,           „       the  good  order  of  families 
„     againn  the  person   .           .           - 
„         „      property 

70 
2 

S9 
475 
268 

95 
2 

44 
671 
346 

5 
2 

8 

104 

76 

90 

36 
567 
270 

CoimUTE»TI0X8. 

Affecting  public  order         .           .           - 

Against  the  person  .           •           -           - 

w      property     .            -            .           - 

1,708 

628 

83 

2,930 
846 
145 

405 

146 

13 

2,525 
700 
132 

OTHEB  CONTaAYENTIOKS. 

Under  special  Ordinances    -           -           - 

706 

1,147 

62 

1,065 

FoucB  Laws. 

Contraventions        -           -           -           - 

3,096 

5,011 

297 

4,714 

Total 

7/)75 

11,237 

1,118 

10,119 

Maltese - 
English  - 
Foreign  - 


-    11,050  in  1886,  against  12^192  in  1885. 
180       „  „  113       „ 


11,237 


11 
12,816 


The  number  of  persons  committed  to  prison  in  1886  was  an 
follows : — 


Men 
Women 
Boys 
Gills 


-  4,851 

-  607 
933 

19 


6,410 
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General  Observations. 

Since  last  year's  report  was  written  great  progress  has  been 
made  with  the  waterworks. 

The  reservoir  at  Tal  Gali^  which  holds  11,000,000  gallons^  has 
been  completed^  and  has  been  named  the  Santa  Maria  reservoir. 

The  pumping  engine  at  Tal  Armier  has  been  erected^  and  the 
whole  of  the  Valetta  and  Floriana  system  of  distribution  has  been 
completed. 

'liie  San  Antonio  sumply  has  also  been  completed  and  is  in 
working  order^  and  the  Three  Cities'  supply  is  also  completed  and 
will  be  opened  in  the  course  of  a  few  days. 

The  supply  of  Babato  and  Notabile  has  been  in  working  order 
for  some  time  with  a  temporary  engine^  and  a  permanent  engine 
is  now  being  erected.  The  supply  of  Syjiewi  is  on  the  point  of 
completion. 

A  new  source  of  pure  water  has  been  discovered  at  Wied-is- 
Seuda,  from  which  150,000  gallons  a  day  can  probably  be  derived. 
An  engine  has  been  ordered,  and  the  source  is  being  connected 
with  the  Santa  Maria  reservoir. 

A  survey  has  been  made  of  portions  of  Gozo  ;  a  report  on  the 
subject  of  the  supply  of  that  island  will  shortly  be  submitted,  and 
Mr.  Chadwick  has  submitted  a  project,  which  will  shortly  be 
published,  for  a  large  irrigation  reservoir  in  Malta  to  hold 
50,000,000  gallons. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  Savings  Bank  and  Monte  were 
separated  and  established  as  separate  institutions,  having  dealings 
with  each  other  and  banking  with  the  Treasury.  A  new  system 
of  accounts  has  been  set  up  in  each  establishment,  from  which,  for 
the  first  time,  it  is  possible  to  ascertain  daily,  at  the  close  of 
business,  the  exact  financial  state  of  each  institution. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  death  rate  during  the  year,  though 
still  high  (27  per  1,000),  was  8  psr  1,000  less  than  in  1885. 
This  improvement,  I  am  glad  to  say,  continues,  and  during  the 
present  year  the  death  rate  has  during  two  fortnights  been  below 
20,  so  far  as  I  know  an  unprecedented  occurrence. 
I  have,  &c 
(Signed)        Walter  Helt  Hutchinson, 
Lieutenant-Governor  and 
Chief  Secretary  to  Government. 
To  His  Excellency 

Sir  J.  L.  A.  Simmons,  G.C.B., 
Governor  of  Malta, 
&c.  &c.  &c« 


Malta. 
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i^«^  LAGOS. 


No.  20. 

Goyenior  Alvbsd  Moloney  to  Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Government  House,  Lagos, 
SiBf  August  22, 1887. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  the  report  on  the  Blue 
Book  of  the  Colony    by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  Mr.  F.  EvanSj 

aM.G. 

I  have^  &c. 
(Signed)        Alfred  Molonbt^ 
The  Bight  Hon.  "  Governor. 

Sir  Henry  T.  Holland,  Bart.,  G.C-M.G.,  M.P. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Bbport  on  the  Blub  Book  of  Laoos  for  the  year  1886. 
Taxes,  Duties,  and  Fees, 

The  following  were  the  only  changes  made  during  the  year  :^— 

Telegraph  plant  imported  in  tdegnmh  ships  was  exempted 
from  Customs  duties  and  from  wharf  and  warehouse  dues,  under 
an  Ordinance  (No.  6)  passed  by  the  Legislative  OounciL 

Buildhig  and  roofing  materials  and  stores  were  exempted  from 
Customs  duties,  under  an  Ordinance  (No.  10)  passed  by  the 
Legislative  Council. 

The  principal  taxes  and  duties  paid  in  the  Colony  are  under 
Customs^  but  Marriage,  Auction,  and  Liquor  licenses  are  paid 
for  under  local  Ordinances. 

Fees  are  paid  for  the  registration  of  deeds»  for  granu  of  land, 
for  use  of  the  meat  market  and  ^ughter-house^  for  the  rem- 
miration  of  shipping  and  seamen,  for  surveys  of  shipping  and  muier 
the  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Customs  duty  is  charged,  under  Ordmanoe  No*  8  of  1877,  upon 
all  spirits,  wines,  liqueurs,  brandy,  and  cordials,  and  upon  tobacco, 
cigars,  beer  and  malt  liquor,  cowries,  salt,  gunpowder,  guns  and 
pistols  imported  into  the  Colony. 

AU  other  articles,  except  those  specially  exempted  by  Ordinance, 
payan  ad  valorem  duty  of  four  per  cent. 

l%ere  is  no  export  duty. 

Drawbacks  are,  under  certain  conditions,  defined  by  Ordinance, 
paid  upon  spirits^  tobacco,  and  ofher  imported  goods  upon  expor- 
tation by  inland  communication  to  Porto  Novo  or  beyond  the 

seas.  X    . 

Bent  is  charged  under  Ordinance  No.  8  of  1873  for  goods 
stored  in  the  Queen's  warehouse  for  more  than  seven  days  add 
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al$o>  under  Ordinance  No.  6  of  1885^  for  gunpowder  stored  in  the       Liooe. 
Obvernment  magazines.  — 

i  Wharfage  is  charged,  under  Ordinance  No.  2  of  1868  on  all 
goods  landed  or  shipped  not  being  personal  luggage. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure, 

Against  an  estimated  revenue  of  61,49521  there  was  received 
53,607/.  28.  lid.,  or  only  an  funount  it  was  anticipated  we  should 
obtain  from  Customs  alone* 

The  estimated  expenditure  was  66^17£  12#.,  and  the  actual 
56,383i:  28. 

Of  the  revenue  all  but  6,507/.  5#.  1  Od.  was  received  from  customs 
and  whariage,  the  former  giving  44,427/.  88.,  and  the  latter 
2,672/.  98.  Id. ;  of  the  remaining  6,507/.  Se.  10(il,  postage  gave 
1,070/.  158.  lOd.,  licenses  1,520/,  16j.  6d,  and  interest  on  invest- 
ments 1,426/1  198.  lOd.  Of  the  44,427/.  Se.  received  from  customs, 
36,315/.  08.  Id.  was  from  specific  duty,  and  8,112/.  7  8.  6d.  from 
ad  valorem. 

In  1885  the  revenue  was  63,504/.  188.  lid.,  of  which 
56,108iL  5«.  9d.  was  received  from  customs.  The  decrease  during 
1^86  is  accounted  for  by  the  low  price  of  the  staple  articles  of 
commerce,  palm  oil  and  palm  kernels,  in  the  European  markets. 

The  expenditure oF  1886  exhibits  an  increase  of  15,069/.  ^8.  lid. 
over  that  of  1885. 

Of  this  increase  about  2,000/.  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
sequence  of  separation  from  the  Gold  Coast  Colony,  provision 
having  to  be  made  for  an  increased  estabUshment,  additional 
transport,  allowances,  and  rent* 

'  Under  the  head  of  establishment  there  was  an  increase  of 
4,478/.  19^.  8d.,  3,563/.  4^.  4d.  for  fixed  salaries  and  621/.  28.  6d. 
for  provisional  salaries. 

'  Under  the  head  of  pensions  a  sum  of  2,482/.  lis.  6d.  was 
expended  in  1886,  as  against  147/.  Ve.  Id.  in  1885. 

Of  the. excess  in  1886,  2,334/.  165.  5d.,  1,838/.  3«.  Id.  was  a 
reftmd  to  the  Gold  Coast  for  payments  made  by  that  Government 
on  behalf  of  Lagos  before  the  separation. 

The  balance  of  excess,  8,330/.,  is  accounted  for  under  services 
principally,  Post  0£^  500/.;  customs,  6001;  public  works, 
2,900i:;  constabulary,  500/.;  medical,  200/^;  transport,  800/.; 
al>origine%  1,250/. ;  marine,  180L ;  miscellaneous,  1,400/. 

Under  public  works  there  was  an  increase  of  3,009/«  8#.  7d. 
in  1886  over  the  expenditure  of  1885.  This  has  been  already 
explained. 

An  extraordinary  expenditure  of  1,499^  was  incurred  under 
the  head  of  Aborigmes,  this  being  the  amount  spent  during  the 
year  on  the  mission  to  the  intenor  undertaken  with  a  view  to 
secure  peace  among  the  tribes,  &c 

I  give  hereunder  tables  comparing  under  each  head  of  receipt 
and  disbursement  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Colony 
during  10  successive  years  ended  with  1886 : — 
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Public  Debt.  Lagos. 

The  Colony  is,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  deposits  in  the 
Treasury  chest,  sums  held  in  trust  for  the  Court,  &c.,  amounting 
in  all  to  3,198/.  14^.  Sd.,  free  from  debt. 

A  sum  of  66,1801  lAs,  5dL  was,  on  the  erection  of  Lagos  into  a 
separate  Colony,  apportioned  to  it  from  the  surplus  funds  of  the 
Gold  Coast  Colony. 

There  was  64,304 il  IBs.  Ad.  to  the  credit  of  the  Colony  on  the 
31st  December  1886,  54,485/1  9s.  Id.  of  which  was  inyested  by  the 
Crown  Agents. 

Military  Expenditure. 

There  was  no  expenditure  for  Imperial  Troops,  who  were 
removed  from  the  Colony  in  1870. 

The  Colony  is  defended  by  an  armed  constabulary  consisting  of 
400  rank  and  file.  Of  these  242  compose  the  Houssa  force.  The 
force  is  commanded  by  an  Inspector-General,  an  Artillery 
Inspector,  and  two  Assistant  Inspectors.  It  was  maintained  at  a 
cost  of  10,435/.  16#.  2rf.,  accounted  for  as  follows :— - 

£      s.  d. 

Fay  and  allowances             -            -     9,573  18  2 

Clothing,  accoutrements      -            -       466  14  5 

Arms,  ammunition,  &c.       -            -       395     3  7 


10,435  16     2 

-sssssssssasaaE* 

For  the  more  efficient  conduct  of  the  civil  duties  required  of  the 
constabulary  the  Island  of  Lagos  was  divided  into  districts,  and 
the  beats  for  constables  were  clearly  defined^  but  pending  an 
increase  in  the  force  no  farther  action  has  been  taken. 


Legislation. 

By  Letters  Patent  dated  the  13th  January  1886,  a  Legislative 
Council  was  established  in  the  Colony.  The  Council  consists  of 
the  (jovernor,  four  official  and  tliree  unofficial  fnembers.  The 
unofficial  members  are  appointed  for  a  term  of  three  years. 

The  following  Ordinances,  passed  during  the  year,  received 
Her  Majesty's  gracious  confirmation  and  approval : — 

No.  1  of  13  February*  Extending  to  the  Colony  of  Lagos  the 
Ordinances  of  the  Gtold  Coast  Colony  and  of  the  Settle- 
ment of  Lagos,  hitherto  in  force  in  the  Settlement  of  Lagos 
and  adjacent  territories, 

A.  This  was  consequent  on  the  separation  of  this  Colony 
from  that  of  the  Qold  Coast. 
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Laoos.  No.  2  of  15th  March.  Providing  for  the  service  of  the  Colony 

•—  daring  the  year. 

No.  3  of  17th  Jane.  Establishing  a  (Government  Savings 
Bank. 

B.  The  result  of  the  passing  of  this  Ordinance  has  been 
very  satisfactdry.  Its  ultimate  effect  upon  the  people 
cannot  but  be  of  material  benefit  to  the  Colony. 

No.  4  of  17th  July.  Separating  the  Treasury  and  Customs 
offices. 

No.  5  of  13  July,  Providing  for  a  subsidy  to  a  certain  tele- 
graph luDie. 

C.  This  grants  to  the  Imperial  Government  1^000/.  per 
annum  for  20  years. 

Na  6  of  31st  July.  Exempting  telegraph  plant  from  Customs 

and  other  dues. 
No.  7  of  21st  October.  Providing  for  the  service  of  the 

'  Colony  during  1887. 
No.  8  of  2lBt  October.  Making  further  provision  for  the 

administration  of  justice. 

D.  This  was  consequent  upon  the  separation  of  this 
Colony  from  the  Gold  Coasts  a  Supreme  Court  for 
the  Colony  of  Lagos  being  constituted. 

No.  9  of  28th  December.  ProtecUng  property  m  telegraph 

messages. 
No.  10  of  28tli  December.  Exempting  building  and  roofing 

material  and  stores  from  Customs  outies. 

£.  This  was  passed  with  a  view  to  encourage  the  poorer 
inhabitants  to  discard  thatched  roofs  to  their  houses, 
thereby  diminishing  the  number  and  extent  of  fires, 
which  are  of  frequent  occurrence. 

Executive  CoxmciL 

By  Royal  Letters  Patent  dated  the  13th  January  1886,  an 
Executive  Council  for  the  Colony  of  Lagos  was  constituted,  and  it 
was  provided  that  the  Senior  Civil  Member  ahould  administer  the 
Government  of  the  Colony  in  the  absence  of  the  Gt)vernor. 

Civil  Establishment 

Bv  Royal  Warrant  Captain  C.  A.Moloney,  C.M.G.,  Administrator 
of  the  Gambia  Settlement^  was  appointed  to  be  Administrator  of 
Lagos,  and  on  13th  February  relieved  Mr.  Frederick  Evan?,  C.M.G., 
who  since  May  1885  had  been  in  charge  of  the  administration  as 
*'  Deputy  for  the  Governor  of  the  Gold  Coast." 

The  Administrator  left  the  Colony  on  the  25th  July  1886, 
when  Mr.  Evans  resumed  charge  of  the  Government  as  Acting 
Administrator. 
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Many  changes  and  appointments  were  made  during  the  year^  Laoos. 
the  majority  of  which  were  consequent  upon  the  erertion  of  the  — ^ 
CkJony  into  a  separate  and  independent  Goyerament 

The  most  important  appointments  were  the  following : — 

Mr,  Frederick  Evans,  C.M.G.,  to  be  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  Oliver  Smith  to  be  Queen's  Advocate. 

Mr.  Henry  Higgins  to  be  Assistant  Colonial  Secretary. 

Mr.  Edwiurd  George  Woolhoose  to  be  Treasurer. 

Mr.  William  Joseph  Parker  Elliott  to  be  Collector  of  Customs. 

Mr.  Edward  Harrinson  Bichards  to  be  District  Commissioner. 

Mr.  Edmund  Peel  to  be  Inspector  General  of  the  Constabulary. 

There  were  also  three  junior  constabulary  ofiBcers  and  two  foremen 
of  works  appointed  to  the  European  staiT. 


Pensions. 
The  expenditure  under  this  head  was  2^4822.  13#.  6d. 

Public  Works. 

The  expenditure  under  this  head  shows  a  large  increase 
(3,009  35.  Td,)  over  that  of  the  previous  year,  but  several  works  of 
importance,  which  had  long  been  deemed  necessary,  were  under- 
taken during  the  first  year  of  the  Colony^s  separation  from  Gold 
Coast  control. 

The  Marina  embankment,  which  already  assumes  a  very 
imposing  and  pleasine  appearance,  was  undertaken  in  earnest ; 
a  length  of  120  yards  having  been  completed  and  an  area  of  2,000 
yards  having  been  recoX'ered  from  the  Lagoon  and  added  to  the 
roadway  originally  formed  by  the  late  Sir  John  Glover. 

The  erection  of  a  good  substantial  brick  wall,  13  feet  hi^h, 
around  the  prison  was  commenced,  to  replace  a  mud  wall,  which 
depended  for  its  support  upon  props  placed  against  it  from  the 
outsidei  This  wall,  upon  which  1,255/1  4s.  6d.  was  spent  in  1886, 
has  been  completed  at  a  total  cost  of  1,724{.  3^.  10 J. 

Quarters  for  the  gaoler,  a  Houssa  guard-room,  and  new  cells 
for  condemned  prisoners  were  also  commenced  in  connexion 
with  the  prison  wall. 

Five  Cowries  Creek  Bridge  was  completed  during  the  year, 
and  much  was  done  towards  advancing  the  road  to  the  beach. 
Thb  road,  which  now  approaches  completion,  is  very  extensively 
used  for  purposes  of  recreation  by  Natives  and  Europeans.  The 
former  flock  along  it  to  the  sea  in  large  numbers  on  Simdays  and 
holidaya 

Two  police-stations,  each  with  four  '^  lock-ups,"  and  each  sur- 
rounded, for  purposes  of  defence,  by  a  strong  brick  wall,  well 
loop-holed,  were  beguui  one  at  Ebute  ErO|  and  one  at  Tdppa  (or 
Osbodi^  quarter. 

A  billiard  room  was  erected  in  the  Government  House  com- 
pound. Repairs  and  alterations  were  made  to  the  ofBcial  quarters 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  and  to  those  of  the  Queen's  Advocate. 
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La«o9.  The  hospitals^  the  Central  Police  Station,  the  Court  HonBe,  and 
"""*  other  Government  buildings  were  alao  repaired^  the  whole  at  a 
cost  of  l)686i:  19#.  Id. 

The  repairs  to  roads^  streets,  and  bridges  cost  1,3342.  6s.  8d. 

The  roadway  between  Kokomaiko  and  the  Five  Cowries  Creek 
Bridge,  alongdde  a  swamp  named  (hj  Ooyemor  QriflSth)  ^Kim- 
berley,"*  and  between  it  and  the  lagoon,  was  raised,  partly  em- 
banked, and  rendered  available  for  passenger  and  other  traffic  at 
aco8tor413/.  8«.  4c;. 

A  severe  tornado,  which  swept  over  Lacos  on  the  12th  April, 
played  havoc  with  numerous  large  trees  in  the  streets.  In  cutting 
im  and  clearing  away  the  hilm  trees  an  expenditure  of  no  less 
than  172/.  lis.  9d.  was  incurred. 

Imports. 

In  1886,  as  compared  with  1885,  there  was  a  falling  off  in  the 
imports  to  the  value  of  184,733Z.  08.  6d.,  those  from  the  United 
Kingdom  showing  a  decrease  of  69,6501  2s.  8d,  and  those  from 
foreign  countries  115,7322.  I6s.  8cL  The  United  Kingdom 
suffeml  principally  under  cotton  goods  (54,329Z.),  but  also  under 
guns  (4,441/.),  hardware  (5,134/.),  haberdashery  (3,639/.),  and 
earthenware  (3,333/.). 

German  exporu  diminished  by  92,375il,  French  by  2,958/.,  and 
Brazilian  by  1,277/.  The  Kiver  Niger  was  included  (erroneoudy) 
among  the  foreign  countries,  and  from  there  the  value  of  the 
imports  into  Lagos  fell  from  18,808/.  in  1885  to  1,978/.  (ivory 
1,089/.)  in  1886,  a  decrease  of  no  less  than  16,830/.,  owing  to  the 
exceptionally  large  import  of  potash  to  the  Colony  in  1885  from 
the  Niger  amounting  to  the  value  of  14,455il  Germany  diminished 
its  supply  of  geneva  by  81,070/.,  but  increased  its  export  of  rum 
by  8,290/. 

France  fell  sliort  principally  in  provisions,  1,490/. 

Of  the  gross  value  of  the  imports,  357,831/.,  6s.  lid.,  the  United 
Kingdom  gave  us  222,882/.  16^.  Sd;  foreign  countries  (Germany 
95,293/.  Il5.7rf.),  130,241/.  11^.  Orf;  and  the  British  Colonies, 
4,706/.  18*.  8rf.  From  Germany  the  Colony  received  27,094/.  out 
of  the  4,427/.  8«.,  collected  for  duties  on  Customs.  The  specific 
duties  alone  amounting  to  26,570/.,  of  which  25,366/,  was  paid 
on  spirits  (geneva  11,967/.,  rum  13,399/.). 

The  United  Kingdom  contributed  12,169/.  towards  our  Customs 
revenue,  of  which  7,495/.  was  on  ad  valorem  goods.  Thus  Ger- 
many contributed  f  of  our  Customs  revenue  as  against  ^  contri- 
butecL  by  the  United  Kingdom,  and  of  the  specific  duty  (36,318/.) 
Germany  paid  |,  while  of  the  ad  valorem  duly  (8,109/.)  the 
United  Kingdom  pud  f . 

Imports  for  transit  paying  835/.  10.  5d.  duty  were  valued  at 
16,368i  175.  let 

The  free  imports  were  valued  at  30,868/.,  of  which  2,674/.  was 
for  Qovemment  stores,  &c. 

Tables  showing  the  quantities  and  value  of  the  principal 
articles  of  import,  and  whence  they  were  received  during  ten  years 
ending  with  the  year  under  review,  are  given  below : — 
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Exports.  Laoos. 

The  gross  value  of  the  exports  during  the  year  was  538,980il  75.2rf., 
us  agahist  614,181/.  U.  4d.  in  1885.  Of  the  total  value  the 
United  Kingdom  was  credited  with  3O898962.  9^.  9d.,  foreign 
countries  with  222|598/.  18s.  5d,,  and  the  British  Colonies  with 
7,484/.  I9s. 

The  produce  and  manufactures  of  the  Colony  were  valued  at 
485,474i  13*.  7rf.,  of  which  306,248/.  I6s.  went  to  the  United 
Kingdom,  172,981/.  Ids.Sd.  to  foreign  countries,  and  6,243/.  I7s.  1  Id. 
to  the  British  Colonies. 

The  306,248/.  I6s.  sent  to  the  United  Kingdom  included  palm 
oil,  180,134/.  4*.  5rf. ;  palm  kernels,  119,805/.  9*.  llrf. ;  ivory, 
3,804/.  16#.  8A ;  and  raw  cotton,  1,813/.  6*. 

Of  the  172,982/.  exported  to  foreign  countries  Germany  took 
124,915/.  19*.;  France,  23,490/.  13*.  4rf. ;  Brazil,  6,402/.  1*.; 
Portugal,  6,725/. ;  Denmark,  9,000/. 

Of  the  6,243/.  17*.  llrf.  sent  to  the  British  Colonies  the  Gold 
Coast  absorbed  4,87721  3*.  6c/.,  and  Sierra  Leone  1,354/.  17*.  lie/.; 
the  exports  being  in  each  case  native  manufactured  cloths  (Gold 
Coast  4,019il  16*.  6d.,  Sierra  Leone  932il). 

Of  the  9,441/.  18*.  7rf.  exported  to  the  River  Niger  only  196/. 
(kola  nuts)  was  produce  of  the  Colony,  the  balance  being  made 
up  of  cotton  goods  (4,014/.  11*.  6rf.),  cowries  (3,401/.  11*.), 
jewellery  (52/.  8*.  8d),  provisions,  hardware,  &c.  (1,777*.  7*.  5d.)  5 
all  of  which  were  imported  into  Lagos  for  transhipment,  drawbacks 
being  paid  to  the  amount  of  184/. 

The  exports  to  Porto  Novo,  37,954/.  17*.  3ci,  of  which  only 
10/.  was  produce  of  the  country,  similarly  consisted  mainly  of 
goods  on  which  drawbacks  to  the  extent  of  2,579/.  were  paid. 
These  goods  were  principally  tobacco  (11,615/.  15*.  llrf.)>  geneva 
(S,859/.  11*.  5d.)y  mm  (2,826/.  16*.  5d.),  salt  (1,049/.  2*.  10(/.), 
and  specie  to  the  value  of  1,025/.  There  was  also  sent  to  Kutonu 
150  tons  of  palm  kernels  valued  at  1,050/, 

The  exports  to  Germany  were  made  up  of  palm  kernels, 
111,604/.  17*.;  palm  oil,  12,183/.  6*.  6d.;  and  ivory,  1,013/.  10*.; 
those  to  France  of  palm  kernels,  12,851/.  5*.  10c/. ;  and  palm  oil, 
10,639/.  7*.  6d. ;  those  to  Portugal  also  of  palm  kernels,  1,110JL ; 
and  palm  oil,  6,615iL ;  those  to  Brazil  of  palm  oil,  3,929/.  12*. ; 
country  made  clothes,  997/.  4*.;  kotah  nuts,  1,002/,,  &c.  The 
9,000/.  worth  of  palm  kernels  sent  to  Denmark  was  exceptional. 

The  total  exports  include  specie  to  the  value  of  3,947/.  6*.  2d,, 
of  which  2,141/.  16*.  2d.  went  to  Great  Britain. 
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Laoos. 


Commercial  Relationship^  Lagos  and  following  Countries. 


Gotuitriet. 


Value  of 

Exports  to 

Lagos. 


Yahitof 

Imports  from 

Lagos. 


Total. 


United  Kingdom 

2S2,883 

808,896 

531,779 

Gennanj            -           -           . 

95,294. 

125,916 

.  221,210 

France   -           -           -           - 

6,176 

23,491 

29,667 

United  States     - 

2,256 

692 

2,948 

Braal     .           -           -           - 

17,761 

6,455 

24,216 

Denmark 

— 

9,000 

9,000 

British  Colonies  - 

4,707 

7,031 

11,738  ' 

Biyer  Niger 

1,978 

9,442 

11,420 

Other  Ck)untrie8> 

6,776 

48,057 

54,833 

Total    - 

857,881 

588,980 

896,811 

General  Remarks, 

The  year  1886  was  an  eventful  and  a  '^  red-letter "  year  for 
Lag08.  By  Letters  Patent  dated  13th  January  1886,  La^os  was 
separated  from  the  Gold  Coast  and  erected  into  a  separate  Colony. 
Its  first  Governor,  Mr.  Moloney,  C.M.G.,  entered  upon,  soon  after 
his  assumption  of  the  reins  of  Goyemnient,  at  the  request  of  the 
parties  concerned,  the  settlement  of  what  was  locally  known  as  the 
interior  War,  which  began  in  1877  between  the  E^bas  and 
Ibadans,  the  name  being  applied  at  its  end  to  the  hostile  camps 
established  at  Kiji-Oke  Mesi  and  Ife-Modakeke.  The  tribes 
concerned  were,  on  the  one  side  the  Oyos,  Ibadans,  Modakeked, 
and  on  the  other  the  confederates  known  as  the  Ekiti-parapos, 
the  Ifes,  and  Jehus. 

The  envoys  and  messengers  accredited  to  his  Excellency 
agreed,  as  a  preliminary  measure  on  behalf  of  those  they  repre- 
sented, on  the  4th  June  1886  to  a  treaty  of  peace,  friendship,  and 
commerce,  which  was  later  ratified,  with  a  minor  modification,  by 
the  Kings,  B&les,  Baloguns,  and  Chiefs  concerned.    Af^  such 
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ratification,  and  according  to   the  conditions  of  the  treaty,   it        Lkaou. 

remained  for  the  Government  to  take  steps  towards  the  breaking         

up  of  the  Eiji-Oke  Mesi  camp^  and  thus  securing  to  the  interior 
the  peace  so  much  desired.  Commissioners  (Messieurs  H.  Higgins 
and  O.  Smith)  were  accordingly  sent  •  into  the  interior  towards 
such  an  end^  to  secure  peace  and  promote  trade  between  the 
tribes,  inter  se,  and  Lagos.  The  mission  was  most  successful ; 
intertribal  wars  of  ]0  years'  duration  were  ended;  peace  and 
trade  among  the  various  formerly  hostile  tribes  restored ;  thousands 
of  people  returned  to  their  homes,  and  the  influence  and  friendly 
intentions,  of  the  Government  made  apparent  to  the  natives  of 
the  interior.  One  result  of  the  mission  has  been  already  to  set 
free  produce  that  had  been  allowed  to  remain]  uncared  for  and 
uncollected  during  the  troubles,  and  so  lower  the  prices  and 
increase  trade  with  Lagos.  It  is  hoped  to  result  later  in  a 
considerable  improvement  of  the  financial  condition  of  the 
Colony.  During  the  time  that  initial  transactions  proceeded  an 
important  part  was  faithfully  played  by  two  Yorubas  as  the 
Governor's  representatives,  the  Bev.  Charles  Phillips  and  the 
Bev.  Samuel  Johnson,  who  both  deserve  well  of  their  country. 
In  connexion  with  the  settlement  effected  the  especial  thanks  of 
the  people  have  been  formally  conveyed  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Mr.  Fi^erick  Evans^  C.M.G.,-  who  conducted  the  government 
during  the  absence  of  his  Excellency  and  pursued  successfully 
the  lines  of  policy  laid  down  by  the  Governor ;  and  to  the  two 
Commissioners,  Messieurs  H.  Higgins  and  O.  Smith,  for  the  final 
proceedings  necessary  after  ratification  of  the  treaty.  The  corre- 
spondence on  the  subject  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  has  been  pleased  to  decide  to  have  laid  before 
Parliament  during  its  present  Session. 

In  conclusion  I  would  say  tliat  I  feel  assured  that  Lagos,  which 
in  about  25  years  only  has  developed  from  an  emporium  for  slaves 
into  a  flourishing  Colony  with  a  revenue  of  632,1271.  9s.  lOd,, 
and  aa  annual  trade  of  about  896,811/.,  has  a  grand  future 
before  it. 

It  is  already  known  as  the  ^  Liverpool  of  West  Africa " ; 
given  certain  political  conditions  and  additional  staple  articles  of 
export  and  it  will  rapidly  attain  the  highest  measure  of  success  as 
a  British  West  African  Colony. 

Fred.  Evans, 
Lagosy  August  9,  1887.  Colonial  Secretary. 
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No.  21- 

Governor  Sir  C.  B.  H.  Mitchell  to  Sir  H.  T,  Holland. 

Government  House,  Suva,  Fiji, 
Sib,  June  11,  1887, 

I  HATB  the  honour  to  enclose  a  report  on  the  Blue  Book 
for  1886,  drawn  up  by  Sir  John  Thurston,  K.C.M.G.,  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who,  as  jLiieut.-GoverDor,  administered  the  Oovernmebt 
of  the  Colony  during  the  year  in  question. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    C.  B.  H,  Mitchell. 
The  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


Repobt  on  Blue  Book»  Yeab  1886. 

JL — ^Taxes,  Duties,  Fees,  and  otheb  Sources  of 
Beyenue. 

No  material  change  has  been  made  in  taxation  during  the  year. 
The  following  statement  embraces  the  alterations  Uiat  have 
occurred,  viz.  :— 

Native  Taxes. 

1.  The  assessment  has  been  reduced  to  17,700Z.,  that  is  to  say, 
by  lOOZ.  from  the  year  1885.  This  has  been  brought  about 
through  the  re-adjustment  of  the  assessment  of  four  provinces 
(Bua»  Nadroga,  Colo  East  and  Colo  West)  to  a  sum  more  in 
accord,  as  found  by  experience,  vdth  their  population  and  fertility, 
the  two  first-nam^  provinces  being  each  reduced  by  100/.,  while 
those  last  named  were  assessed  at  250/.  each  in  place  of  the  previous 
joint  assessment  of  400/. 

The  commutation  tax  payable  by  native  masters  and  permanent 
crew  of  vessels  owned  by  native  communities,  and  native  ministers 
and  teachers,  by  payment  of  which  they  are  when  so  employed 
absolved  from  work  in  connexion  with  the  payment  of  native  taxes 
in  kind,  was  fixed  by  regulation  at  2$.  per  mensem  in  place  of  1/. 
per  annum  as  formerly.  Commutation  tax  is  payable  at  the  same 
rate  by  native  Fijian  labourers  engaged  for  hire  to  Europeans. 
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2.  Fees  payable  to  the  Marine  Board  have  been  re-arranged  by 
Ordinance  No.  18  of  1886^  which  repealed  the  Ordinance  of  1882 
The  schedule  of  fees  has  been  altered  in  form^  and  added  to,  but 
the  respective  fees  have  not  been  increased  in  amount. 

Levy  and  Distress. 

3.  The  costs  and  charges  of  distress  (under  authority  of  Ordi- 
nance No.  XIII.  of  1876;  have  been  re-arranged  to  better  meet 
the  physical  condition  of  the  Colony. 

Postal  Tariff. 

4.  The  rates  of  letter  postage  to  Tonga  and  to  Queensland  have 
been  reduced  from  6^.  and  Ad.  per  \  oz.  respectively  to  2d.  per 
\  oz.  rate  each. 

Water  Supply  Rates. 

5.  The  water  supply  service  for  the  town  and  suburbs  of  Suva 
having  been  completed^  a  rate  of  9d.  per  £  on  the  valuation 
of  house  property  has  been  imposed.  Water  is  also  supplied  to 
vessels  at  the  rate  of  \s.  per  ton. 

Notaries  Public. 

6.  Under  authority  of  the  Notarial  Public  Ordinance  No.  V. 
of  1886,  a  fee  of  25/.  is  leviable  on  appointment  as  notary  public. 

Trade  Marks. 

7.  Provision  has  also  been  made  for  the  registration  of  trade 
marks  within  the  Colony  by  authority  of  Ordinance  No.  IV.  of 
1886,  for  which  fees  as  specified  are  chargeable. 


Fiji. 


II. — ^Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  and  expenditure  for  each  of  the  past  five  years  are 
shown  in  the  following  statement.  The  figures  given  hereunder 
are  exclusive  of  the  receipts  and  expenditure  on  account  of 
Polynesian  immigration : — 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure. 

1682 

, 

. 

. 

£        s.    d. 
90^91   15     4 

£          5.     d. 
90,082  17     1 

1883 

- 

- 

- 

105,588  15     5 

88,276  19  11 

1884 

- 

- 

- 

91,522  19     5 

98,467  19     2 

1885 

- 

- 

- 

76,668  19  10 

92,209     2  11 

1886 

- 

- 

- 

64,574     1     1 

78,133     8     2 

T  2 
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Fui.  "^^^  following  comparative  statement  shows  for  the  years  1885 

and  1886  the  amount  of  receipts  under  each  separate  head  of 

revenue,  and  specifies  the  proportion  which  the  amount  received 
under  each  separate  head  bears  to  the  total  revenue,  viz. : — 

Statement  showing  (1)  Amount,  (2)  Proportion  of  Revenue  collected 
under  each  Head.     Years  1885  and  1886. 


Year  1886. 

Year  1888. 

Head  of  Rerenue. 

Revenae 
collected. 

from  each 
Head. 

Revenue 
cdleoted. 

Proportion 

from  each 

Head. 

OuttomidoM    •         •         -         - 

B     s.  d. 
81^116   6 

41*28 

£     s.  d. 
20^111   4 

46*46 

4S10   Oil 

6*48 

8,808  12   8 

S-6S 

Pilotage,  tight  and  ahippiog  dues    • 

1,900    8   8 

2-47 

1,807    7   1 

2*79 

General  lioenaea 

4488   4    8 

6*48 

8*964   9    8 

6-18 

Natiro  taxes      .         .         .         . 

17,0M   8    8 

22*21 

9,488  12  U 

14*«6 

Feet,  flaea,  and  forfeitiaea      • 

tOiOlO    7 

2*88 

2^196  14   7 

8-71 

Poataldoea        .         .         .         . 

«pl83   8    4 

2*78 

2,068    4   1 

8-18 

Stamps 

i:m  1  1 

2*68 

1«S02    8    8 

2-01 

HospiUb          .... 

8,777  12  U 

8*62 

2.198  14    6 

8-40 

Freights 

878    8    1 

*40 

49  10    0 

•07 

MisceUaneoua    -         •         .         . 

4hl08    8    0 

6*86 

4482    7    6 

8*94 

1.006  18    8 

1*81 

918  U    9 

1*41 

Land  sales         -         .         .         - 

886  18    2 

•89 

877    0   2 

1*38 

Registration  fees 

827    S    0 

•88 

836  14    0 

*61 

Natire  industrial  school 

127   4    0 

—  '18 

280  19   8 

•48 

Receipts.  LabottrI)ep6t 

1,586  18    7 

2*08 

1,161    7   6 

1*78 

Repayment  of  former  advances  for 
returning  FolTMsiaa  immigrants  • 

860  14    0 

•46 

842    0    6 

•53 

Total 

78.888  19  10 

- 

84^74   1    1 

- 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  principal  sources  of  revenue  are  : — 
(1.)  Customs  dues ; 
(2.)  Native  taxes ; 
(3.)  General  licenses ; 
and  these,  with  the  addition  of  stamp  duties,  may  be  regarded  as 
the  extent  of  the  actual  direct  taxation,  the  other  items  of  reyeoue 
being  chiefly  in  the  nature  of  payment  for  services  rendered. 
The  statement  of  revenue  for  the        £       s.    d. 
year  1886  shows  a  falling  off  from 
the  previous  year  on  13  of  the 
items  before  enumerated,  amount- 
ing in  the  aggregate  to 
A.nd    an   increase  on   four  of  the 
items  amounting  to    - 


8  10 


Being  a  net  decrease  of 


13A76 

1,080  10     1 
12,094  18     9 
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The  principal  decrease  is  on  the  chief  items  of  direct  taxation,         ^'^^' 
viz. : — 

£      8,    d. 
On  native  taxes      -  -  -    7,630  13    4 

On  Customs  dues  -  -  -     2,260     5     2 


Total  -  -  -     9,890  18     6 

While  these  items  of  direct  taxation  contributed  in  1885 
63 '62  per  cent,  and  in  1886  6010  per  cent,  of  the  total  revenue, 
the  falling  oiF  under  those  heads  from  the  revenue  of  1885  forms 
74*31  of  the  aggregate  decrease  for  the  year  and  81*78  per  cent 
of  the  net  decrease. 

The  causes  which  brought  about  these  decreases  may  be  stated 
as  follows : — 

Native  Taxes. 

1.  The  revenue  under  this  head  was  short  of  the  assessment 
for  the  year  by  8,236/.  7s.  Id^  and  this  deficit  is  almost  entirely 
traceable  to  the  effects  of  the  disastrous  hurricanes  of  January  and 
March  1886,  by  which  the  current  cocoanut  crop  was  in  many 
parts  of  the  Colony  utterly  destroyed,  the  fructification  of  the 
trees  being  also  retarded  in  many  cases  for  more  than  a  season. 
In  consequence  of  this  visitation  the  natives  were  unable  to  meet 
the  assessment  of  taxes. 

Customs  Dues. 

2.  In  this  case  the  decrease  though  serious  has  come  about  with 
less  abruptness.  The  Customs  dues  collected  during  each  of  the 
years  since  January  1880  has  been  as  follows  : — 

1880 23,995 

1881 -  29,508 

1882 36,794 

1883  - 46,305 

1884 41,166 

1885 31,611 

1886  - 29,351 

From  this  statement  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a 
continued  falling  off  in  each  of  the  years  since  1883.  The  high 
figure  reached  in  that  year  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  exten- 
sive operations  were  then  in  progress  within  the  Colony  in 
connexion  with  the  establishment  of  new  sugar  mills,  and  the 
removal  of  the  seat  of  Government  from  Levuka  to  Suva ;  and, 
although  all  agricultural  machinery  is  admitted  free  of  duty,  the 
Customs  revenue  was  considerably  affected  by  the  importation  of 
building  material,  and  by  the  fact  that  many  mechanics  brought 
from  the  neighbouring  Australasian  Colonies  were  temporarily 
employed  in  the  Colony,  by  reason  of  which  the  consumption 
of  imports  was  increased  and  the  revenue  correspondingly 
nugmented. 
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^^J^-  The  decrease  of  1884  may  be  partly  accounted  for  by  the 

ceasation  of  this  somewhat  abnormal  condition  of  thii^^  wbik  that 
of  1885  can  be  ascribed  only  to  the  agricultural  and  commercial 
depression  which  then  b^n  to  be  felt  in  the  Colony^  occasioned 
in  great  measure  by  the  difficulties  confronting  the  manufEU^turers 
of  sugar  who,  in  common  with  those  of  all  other  sugar-growing 
British  Colonies,  have  had  to  compete  with  the  bounty-fed  be^t 
sugars  of  Europe. 

The  tension  caused  by  this  competition  has  reacted  on  Colonial 
industn^  generally  and  has  left  its  mark  on  the  Customs  revenue. 
The  faUing  off  in  the  year  1886  may  be  set  down  to  the  con- 
tinued depression,  assisted  in  its  effects  by  the  hurricane  already 
alluded  to,  which  has  reduced  the  spending  power  of  both 
European  and  native. 

The  fiiUing  off  on  the  other  items  of  revenue,  amounting  in  the 
aggrogsite  to  3|284/.  105.  4d.,  or  (after  deduction  of  an  increase 
on  four  of  the  items  of  1,080/.  10«.  Id.)  to  the  net  sum  of 
2,204/.  Os.  Sd.  arises  firom  the  combination  of  causes  described  in 
connexion  with  the  decrease  on  the  revenue  from  direct  taxation. 

While  there  has  been  a  falling  off  in  the  revenue  of  the  year 
amounting  to  12,094/.  ISs.  9d.  the  expenditure  has  also  decreased 

S3y  14,075/.  145.  9d.)  to  the  sum  of  78,138/i  Ssi  2d.,  causmg  a  net 
eficit  of  13,5697.  75.  Id. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year  shows  a  net  saving  on  the  amount 
estimated  of  3,427/.  55. 

The  decrease  as  compared  with  the  year  1886  has  been  effected 
by— 

£       8.     d. 
\i    k  reduction  on  establishments  to 

the  extent  of    -  -  -       4,061     6     6 

2.  A  diminution  of  the  amount  ex- 

pended on  public  works  of        -        6,259     9     5 

3.  Saving      on     medical     establish- 

ment   .  -  -  .         1,665  16  11 

4.  Saving  on  stationery  and    rations  931     3     9 

5.  Reduced  costs  of  surveys  -  -  854     8     8 

6.  On    all    other    branches     of   the 

service  (except  pensions,  Lunatic 
Asylum,  Postal  Department, 
Ti*easury,  Public  Debt,  and 
Immigration  Department,  on 
which  there  has  been  an  in- 
creased expenditure  in  the  aggre- 
gate of  1,440/.  185.  2d.)  there  has 
been  effected  a  net  saving  as 
compared  with  the  year  1885  of  -  713    9    6 

Total    -  .  .     14,076  14    9 
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The  following  statement  shows  the  expenditure  for  the  year  as 
compared  with  last  year : — 


Fui. 


• 

1886. 

1885. 

, 

30,984    4 

2 

£        s.    d, 
34,903  11     8 

ContiDgent  expenditure  (indiidmg  public 
works,  interest  and  repayment,  &c.  of 
public  debt)    .... 

82,961  15 

42,772     6  10 

- 

7,422  18 

7,554  17     4 

Contingent  expenditure 

- 

1,500  14 

1,829    9    5 

Mifloellaneous    -           -           - 

- 

5,030  16 

4,984  12     8 

Pensions            ... 

- 

243    0 

164    6    0 

Total 

78,138    8 

92,209     2  11 

The  position  of  the  Colony  on  the  3 Ist  December  1886  is  shown 
in  the  following  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities : — 


Statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities  an  the  Z\st  December  1886. 


ASSBTS. 

LiABUJTias. 

£      9.  d. 

£  M.  d. 

Advaooet  due  to  theOolooj  (re. 

D^KMits  doe  hy  Colonial  Gorem* 

corerable)  • 

• 

19418   9 

609  IS  0 

PvBUO  Tbvst  Ac* 

oomrr— 

£    «.  d. 

Vlxed    deposits 

atinterett     -  21.084  15   9 

Credit    iMduioe 

at    Bank    of 

8M  December 

1886    - 

2jm   8    8 

Cash  in  chest  as 
peroertiflcate 

19014    8 

money    of    PoljnesianlS 

8630613   1 

boniers  -         •         •         • 

8830S1S   1 

IittbstatbavdYa- 

CAjrr        BSTATBS 

ACOOITHT— 

Fixed    deposits 

at  interest    • 

UOO    0    0 

Credit   balance 

at    Bank    of 

New  Zealand, 

81st  December 

TATBS  AOCOirWT— 

1886    - 

399  17    4 

139917   4 

Balances  standing  to  credit 
of  abore  estates 

1,890  17    4 

Utdiiv         Iiou- 

oBurrs     IvTBo- 

nvcnov  Finn>— 

Fixed    depositi 

at  interest     • 

8,000    0   0 

Credit   balance 

at    Bank    of 

New  Zealand. 

SlstDeo^be? 

1886    . 

88  14    4 

w^Bmigra- 

QUcutfa^ 

IVDiAV    hgamuMTB    Ivtbo- 

DVOnOV  Fl7WI>-~ 

Deoemben886 

61618    7 

83M   611 

Amoimt  standing  to  ondit  of 
abofoaoeonnt 

Carried  forward 

8,680    611 

•         • 

8MI910   1 

88364  12    4 
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Vui. 


Amwte. 


LlABItlTIBB. 


Brought  forwBrd 


-  29.5W  10    1 


iHDiAir  Imci- 

ORAITS  BjnruBir 
PA88AOB     Fviro 

i under  Ordinanoe 
[in.  of  1882)- 
Fixed  deposit  at 
interest         •  10^14   6 


Fund  for  the  redemption  of  the 
debentures  loan  160.000^.  (un- 
der Ordinance  No.  XIII.  of  1880) 
Amount  due  to  the  Immigration 
Department  as  per  statement  • 
Advance    from    public    account 
against   Suva   works   advaooe 
(Ordinance  No.  XX.  of  1882)     - 
Unpaid  portion  of  8»66SI.  9$,  lld^ 
advance  made  from  public  ac- 
count for  Indian  introduction* 
ex  "Ghuiges,"  recoverable  bgr 
annual  payments  from  1885-89 
(under  Ordinance  Na  XVI.  of 
1884)  .... 

Imperial  pensions  paid  in  the 
Colony  and  recoverable  from 
Paymaster^Seneral,  London  • 
Advances  made  flrom  public  ac- 
count fbr  shipwreoKed  crswi 
(recoverable)— 

B  $,  d 
*'ftrria"(balaiite)-84  0  0 
-ffcra"       .  -   8    8    « 

''BeUaXair"        -780 
"Ohristine*^  -  48  14   0 

"  Howard  D.  Troop  "70  18   6 


Credit  balance  with  Crown 
London,  81st  December  li 


10014   6  7 

887  13  8 

9.606  11  8 

11,437  17  8 


2,77716    6 
164  14   0 


163  19   0 

219  11    6 


Excess  of  liabilities 


64^26119    1 
•  269,068  14  11 


S8>;86014    0 


Brought  forward 


£      *,d. 
28,96412    4 


IVDIAV     IXIUOSAHTS     EbTUBH 

Passaob  Fitbd  (under  Ordi- 
nance XnL  of  1882)— 
Amount  standing  to  credit  of 
above  account  -        •  -  10,614   6    7 

Capital  Sum.  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  native  lands,  on  which  inte- 
rest at  6  ner  cent,  per  annum  is 
paid  by  the  Crown  to  the  native 
owners       ...  -    2,734 18   4 

£      $.  d. 

IMPB&IAL    ADTAH- 
CB8-  -  -104,026    7  11 

10,670    0    0 


LOAB— Floated  un- 
der Ordinance  Na 
XIILofl880       -160,000    0    0 
Less  principal  of 
debentures  re- 
deemed during 
the  year        •    7A)0   0   ' 


-114^606   7  U 


-14M0O   0    0 


4    7 


PuBLio  AocouBT— Cheques  ont- 
standfai&  81st  December  1886   •  11,827 

Amount  due  to  Bank  of  New 
Zealand,  deint  balance,  81st 
December  1886     •  -  22J24  10   S 


833,360  14   0 


William  McOreoob, 
Audited^  Reoejver-Generali 

D.  J.  Chisholm,  Auditor,  9th  May  1887. 

IV. — Local  Beyhnues. 

l*he  receipt  of  these  is  confined  to  (1)  the  town  board  and 
school  board  of  Suva;  (2)  town  board  and  school  board  of 
Levuka. 

The  gross  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  town  boards  for  the 
year  is  as  follows : — 

Revenue. 

£    8,    d.        £    s»    d. 
Balance  brought  forward  -  9  11     1 

Beoeipts  .  .  -   3^860     8     6 

3,869  19     7 

Eapenditure* 

Balance  brought  forward  -         33  17     3 

Disbursements  -  -    3,711  12     6 


Credit  balance  carried  forward 


3,744     9     9 
125     9  10 
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The  gross  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  same  bodies  in  their         ^^^ 
capacity  of  school  board  of  the  respective  towns  is  as  follows : — 

Bevenue. 

£      s,    d*       £      $•    d* 
Balance  brought  forward  -        -        24     1     7 
Receipts  -  -  -    1,864    3     6 


1,888     5    0 


Expenditure. 

Balance  brought  forward  -        74  10     9 

Disbursements  -  -    1,722  19    7 

1,797  10    4 


Credit  balance  carried  forward        -        90  15     8 


Of  the  school  board  revenue  the  sum  of  6527.  2s.  4d.  was 
contributed  as  Government  grant  under  Ordinance  No.  X., 
1882. 

V. — Public  Debt. 

The  public  debt  at  31st  December  1886  amounted  to 
264,695/.  7s.  lid. 

Of  this  amount  the  following  sums  are  due  to  the  Imperial 
Government,  viz. ; — 

£        s.  d. 

104,025     7  11 

10,670    0    0 


114,695     7  11 

These  sums  bear  no  interest  and  are  to  be  repaid  when  the 
circumstances  of  the  Colony  will  permit. 

The  sum  first  mentioned  was  granted  by  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment in  aid  of  the  local  revenue  of  the  Colony  during  the  two 
years  succeeding  annexation.  There  was  defrayed  therefrom  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  cession  of  the  Colony,  and  the  establish* 
ment  of  British  government  therein,  the  local  revenue  being  then 
insufficient  for  any  extraordinary  purposes. 

The  second  item  of  10,6702.  represents  the  amount  of 
compensation  paid  to  German  subjects  in  respect  of  certain  of 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


100,000    0 

0 

19,966  15 

7 

93  14 

7 

13,753  13 

2 

298  ?APER8  BELATINa  TO 

Fiji.         their  claims  to  land  in  Fiji  disallowed  by  the  Lands  GommisBion 
""^        plus  certain  expenses  connected   with  the   mixed  Commisnon 
appointed  to  inquire  into  those  disallowance  of  these  claims. 

The  remaining  sum  of  150^000/1  is  due  to  the  holders  of 
debentures  under  the  Loan  Ordinance,  1880.  This  loan  bears 
interest  at  the  rate  of  4^  per  cent,  and  is  repayable  by  half-yearly 
appropriations  of  lOs.  per  cent,  on  the  total  nonunal  amount  of 
all  debentures  issued  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  half  year, 
including  any  which  may  haye  been  redeemed,  the  amount  being 
paid  by  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  CSolonies.  Of  this  loan  the  sum 
of  7,600/.  has  been  repaid. 

From  this  loan  the  following  expenditure  was  made  up  to 
3l8t  December  1882,  yiz.: — 

£        s.    d. 

1.  Payment  of  liabilities  of  the  late  so- 

called  Oovernment  of  the  Fiji 
Islands    -  -  -  - 

2.  Suya  works  •  .  - 

3.  Lighthouses  -  ,  - 

4.  Coolie  immigration 

5.  Levuka  Pier  -  -  -        1,289     2  10 

6.  Expenses     of     the      Commission 

appointed  by  the  Imperial  Gt)T6m- 
ment  to  inquire  into  claims  to 
land        ... 


Balance  transferred  to  public  account 


From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  two  thirds  of  this  loan  was 
absorbed  in  discharging  debt  incurred  before  the  annexation  of  the 
group.  Since  the  date  mentioned  the  expenditure  on  construction 
of  lighthouses,  for  which  purpose  5,000/.  of  the  loan  was  originally 
appropriate^  has  amounted  to  3,000/. 

The  princijpal  lighthouse  is  now  in  course  of  construction,  and 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  1887  an  additional  sum  of 
2,742?.  4«.  6d.  has  been  expended  thereon. 


VL— Public  Wobks. 

As  has  ah^eady  been  mentioned,  the  expenditure  on  public 
works  has,  in  yiew  of  the  fiilling  off  m  reyenuei  been  curtailed 
during  the  year. 


10,000 

0 

0 

145,103 
4,896 

6 
13 

2 
10 

150,000 

0 

0 
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The  following  are  the  works  undertaken   with  the  amotincs        ^'^'' 
expended  thereon : — 

1.  Roads,  bridges,  and  culverts 

2.  Suva  wharf  repairs 

3.  Bepairs  and  additions     - 

4«  New  boats,  and  repairs  to  boats 
and  vessek      ... 

The  Suva  water  supply,  begun  in 
1882  and  finished  in  1886,  in- 
volved a  total  cost  of  construction     9,336     6    8 


£     s. 

d. 

290  18 

2 

78     5 

0 

1,046  12 

4 

137  19 

11 

Vn. — Legislation, 

The  following  Ordinances  and  native  Regulations  have  been 
passed  during  the  year  :-^ 

To  amend  Ordinance  No.  XILof  1885,  intituled  ''An  Ordinance 
**  to  provide  for  the  care  and  maintenance  of  orphan  Indian 
"  Immigrants/' 

To  amend  ^  the  Lunatic  Asvlum  Ordinance,  1884." 

To  amend  Ordinance  No.  VIII. of  1878,  intituled  ^' An  Ordinance 
for  the  better  prevention  of  accidents  by  fire/' 

To  establish  a  register  of  trade  marb. 

To  provide  for  the  appointment  of  notaries  public. 

To  authorise  the  expenditure  of  10,53U  ll5. 7d.  for  the  service 
of  the  year  ending  the  31st  day  of  December  1885  in  excess  of  die 
amount  already  sanctioned  by  Ordinance. 

With  respect  to  hnprisonment  for  debt 

To  amend  Ordinance  No.  XVI.  of  1885,  intituled  ^  An  Ordi- 
^  nance  with  regard  to  the  commutation  of  indentures  of  Indian 
«*  immigrants.'* 

To  provide  for  the  employment  of  native  labourers  on  time  or 
task  work. 

To  provide  for  the  issue  and  payment  of  Post  Office  money 
orders. 

To  prohibit  the  growth  and  use  of  bang  or  gunjah. 

For  supplying  the  town  of  Suva,  and  its  suburbs  with  water. 

*With  regard  to  Polynesian  immigration. 

To  amend  Ordinance  No.  YI.  of  1878  with  regard  to  Indian 
immigrants. 

To  extend  the  operation  of  Ordinance  No.  XX.  of  1882. 

To  apply  in  this  Colony  the  provisions  of  the  12tH  section  of 
an  Act  of  the  Imperial  Parliament  16  &  17  Vict.  cap.  69.  with 
respect  to  Her  Majesty's  navy. 

To  appropriate  a  sum  not  exceeding  13,1732.  to  the  service  of 
the  two  months  ending  the  28tb  day  of  February  1887. 

To  repeal  previous  enactments  relating  to  the  appointment  of  a 
ihforine  Boanl,  and  to  make  other  provisions  in  lieu  thereof. 

Regulating  the  importation  of  foreign  animals. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


300  PAPEBS  BELATING  TO 

^'"'*  Native  Regulations. 

Concerning  Duguci  ni  YfUewa  and  Yola  ni  Yalewa. 
In  respect  of  native  labourers  going  to  work  for  hire. 
Amending  Kegulation  No.  IIL,  1881,  prohibiting  the  use  of  white 
men's  intoxicating  drinks. 

VIII. — Councils. 

1.  Executive  Council — ^A  change  has  been  effected  in  the 
personnel  of  the  official  members  by  the  appointment  of  the  Hon. 
Henry  Spencer  Berkeley  to  the  office  of  Attorney  GeneraL 

2.  Legislative  CounciL — A  similar  change  took  place  here. 
The  changes  in   the  unofficial  membership  consisted  of  the 

appointment  of  James  Robertson^  Esq.;  to  act  daring  the  absence 
on  leave  from  the  Colony  of  the  Hon.  James  E.  Mason,  and  of 
Charies  D.  Cuthbert,  Esq.,  to  act  duriog  the  temporary  absence 
on  leave  of  the  Hon.  James  Murray. 

IX. — Civus  Establishment. 

Governor  Sir  William  Des  Voeux,  who  had  been  absent  from 
the  Colony  since  21st  January  1885,  was  on  12th  April  1886 
appointed  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  Newfoundland. 

Sir  Charles  BuUen  Hugh  Mitchell,  K.C.M.O.,  was,  on  Srd 
August  1886,  appointed  (^vernor  of  the  Colony,  but  did  not 
assume  the  duties  of  his  office  during  the  year. 

The  Govern  ment  was  administered  by  the  Hon.  John  Bates 
Thurston,  C.M.G.,  from  Srd  August  1885  till  the  end  of  the  year 
1886.  On  13th  August  1886  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  Colony. 

The  post  of  Acting  Colonial  Secretary  was  held  during  the  year 
by  the  Hon.  William  McGhregor,  C.M.G.,  that  of  Acting  Beceiver 
General,  necessitated  by  the  before-mentioned  appointment  of  Dr. 
McGregor,  by  the  Hon.  George  Ruthven  Le  Hunt,  and  that  of 
Acting  Agent  General  of  Immigration  by  Dr.  Bolton  Glannlle 
Comey  during  the  absence  on  leave  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Anson, 
which  extended  throughout  the  whole  year* 

Seventeen  officers  were  absent  on  leave  at  various  times  during 
the  year,  for  the  most  part  on  short  terms  of  sick  (vacation)  leave. 

Twenty-eight  officers  gave  security  for  the  due  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

The  bonds  given  were  duly  scrutinized  by  a  Committee  con- 
sisting of  the  Attorney  General  and  Receiver  General. 

-    X. — Pensions. 

The  name  of  James  MoUoy,  late  court  keeper,  whose  office  was 
abolished  at  3l8t  December  1885,  was  placed  on  the  pension  list 
in  respect  of  a  compassionate  allowance  of  30/.  per  annum. 
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X. — ^Population. 

The  total  population  of  the  Colony  appears  from  the  followiug 
return  to  be  126,010.  These  figures  are  an  estimate  arrived  at  by 
the  Registrar  General  from  statistics  furnished  to  him.  That 
officer  is  of  opinion  that  the  population  is  from  3^000  to  4^000  less 
than  is  shown  in  the  return^  but  this  conclusion  is  open  to  doubt. 


Fui. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Europeans          .           -           - 

2,457 

916 

3,873 

Half-castes         -           -           - 

417 

415 

832 

Indians  -           -           -            - 

3,425 

2,721 

6,146 

Chinese  .... 

24 

3 

27 

Chinese  half-castes 

6 

2 

8 

Polynesian  lahoorers 

2,860 

215 

3,075 

Foljnesian  (others) 

114 

77 

191- 

Rotomans          ... 

1,095 

1,226 

2,321 

Fijians   .           -           -           . 

58,819 

51,708 

110,087 

Total 

68,72r 

57,283 

126,010 
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It  will  be  observed  that  for  the  period  since  April  1881,  when  Vin. 
the  census  was  taken,  the  average  marriage  rate  has  been  9*69,  ""^ 
the  average  birth  rate  36*  96,  and  the  average  death  rate  44*82. 

During  three  of  the  years  the  birth-rate  has  been  in  excess  of 
the  death  rate,  while  during  the  latter  three  years  of  the  period 
the  death  rate  has  been  considerably  in  excess  of  the  birth  rate. 

The  marriage  rate  and  the  birth  rate  (in  computing  which  still- 
births are  not  taken  into  account)  may  be  regarded  as  satis&ctory, 
compariug  favourably  with  the  rates  of  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
other  countries  in  a  condition  of  settled  civilization ;  but  the  death 
rate  of  the  past  three  years  is  phenomenal.  It  is,  however,  clearly 
seen  where  the  loss  occurs.  It  is  computed  that  during  the  year 
1885  36*6  per  centum  of  all  deaths  among  the  native  population 
were  <^  children  under  one  year  of  age.  The  proportion  of  deaths 
at  that  age  in  England,  which  in  this  respect  is  higher  than  either 
of  the  sister  kingdoms,  is  14 '9  per  centum. 

It  is  further  ascertained  that  of  the  native  deaths  occurring 
under  one  year  of  age  nearly  one  half  took  place  during  the  first 
month. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  excessive  mortality  occurs  among 
the  very  young  children,  and  the  Government  is  accordingly  taking 
means  to  impress  on  the  attention  of  the  natives  the  necessity  for 
greater  care  and  better  treatment  of  infants.  At  the  same  time 
it  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  during  the  past  three  years  the 
population  have  had  lo  contend  with  ever-recurring  epidemics  of 
whooping  cough,  influenia,  and  kindred  ailments,  which  are  foreign 
to  the  people,  and  which  accordingly  affect  them  with  a  severit} 
unknown  in  countries  where  these  diseases  are  endemic. 


XII. — Imhiobatiok   and   Emigkation   from  the   Colony 

DUBINO  THB  YeAR. 

Immiffration. 

Polynesian  labourers      -         -         -         -  278 

Indian  labourers            .        -        .         .  995 

Europeans  ai*rived  in  the  Colony     -        -  668 

Total  1,941 

Emiffratioiu 

Polynesian    labourers    returned    to    their 

homes  on  expiry  of  engagements          -  1,343 

Indian  labourers       -        -         -        -         -  8 

Europeans  departed  from  the  Colony          -  762 


Total        .       -     2,113 
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Fui. 


XIII. — BBLiaious  Dbnomikations. 
Europeans. 

The  following  religious  bodies  are  represented : — 

Church  of  England  -         -        -         -     2  churches. 
Roman  Catliollc       -        -        -        -     2       „ 
Presbyterian   -        -        -        -        -     1       „ 
Wesleyan  Methodist        -        -        -     1       „ 
Jews  (number  from  30  to  40)    -        -  No      „ 

From  500  to  600  Europeans  attend  the  ministrations  thereof. 


Native. 

There  are  two  missions  to  the  native  population^  viz.,  the  Wes* 
leyan  Methodist  and  the  Roman  Catholic. 
Tlie  statistics  of  the  respective  bodies  are  as  folbws : — 

Wesleyan  Mission. 

Churclies                        -            -            -  862 

Other  preaching  places               -             -  406 

European  missionaries'  -            -            .  10 

Native  ministers            -            -            -  56 

Native  catechists            -            -            -  47 

Native  teachers               ...  983 

Local  preachers              .             -             -  1,919 

Native  class  leaders        -             •             -  3,480 

Church  members           .            •            .  27,125 

Church  on  trial              ...  4,264 

Catechumens    -             -            -            -  2,455 
The  total  number  of  adherents  of  the 
Wesleyan  denomination  in  the  Colony 

is      .            -            -                         -  100,150 


Raman  Catholic  Mission. 

European  nussionaries    -            -            -  13 

Churches           -             -             -             -  14 

Chapels             -            -            -            -  70 

Training  institutions       .            -            -  3 

Native  teachers              -            •            -  8 

European  sisters             •            -            -  2 
The  total  number  of   adherents  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  denomination  in  the 

Colony  is  estimated  at-           -            -  9,100 
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XIV. — Education. 
European. 

There  are  six  Sunday  schools  with  an  attendance  of  about  240. 
Of  these  there  are  in  connexion  witii  the  Church  of  England  2, 
Roman  OathoKc  Church  2,  Wesleyan  Church  1,  Presbyterian 
Church  1. 

There  are  two  common  schools  one  in  Suva  and  the  other  in 
Levnka. 

The  returns  from  these  schools  give  the  following  statistics  :— 


Fwi, 


Suva. 

Levaka. 

Ayerage  attendance  - 

. 

-    Boys 

73 

53 

»>              »> 

- 

-     Girls 

92 

50 

,  Total  - 

165 

103 

Number  of  teachers  - 

8 

2 

Government  grant    - 

• 

. 

^       8. 

817  10 

0 

£       8.    d, 
888     6    0 

School  fees  collected  - 

- 

- 

155     5 

0 

133  15     0 

School  rates  collected 

- 

- 

294     0 

2 

626     6  11 

The  school  rate  levied  in  connexion  with  the  Levuka  School 
was  abnormally  high  for  the  year  under  review  in  order  to  coyer 
the  cost  of  an  action  for  damages  brought  against  the  board  by  a 
teacher. 

Native. 

Schools  for  the  education  of  native  children  are  almost  con- 
ducted entirely  by  the  Wesleyan  Mission.  The  following  are  the 
statistics  of  its  work  : — 


Sabbath  schools 
Attendance  thereat    - 
Day  schools 
Attendance  thereat    - 


-  1,425 
41,432 

-  1,766 
40,718 


Native  schools  are  also  conducted  by  the  Boman  Catholic 
Mission,  as  mentioned  under  statistics  of  Religious  Bodies,  but 
the  particulars  of  attendance  are  not  available.    At  Botumsdi 


o    61507. 
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Fjji.         there  are  two  day  schools  connected  with  this  church  with  an 
*~        attendance  of  about  200.    At  Suva  there  is  also  an  evening  school 

for  immigrants  from  the  New  Hebrides  groap»  which  is  attended 

by  about  16  pupils. 


bidustricd  School  - 

There  is  also,  established  by  Government,  at  Yanawai^  Vanua 
Levu  a  native  industrial  or  technical  school^  at  which  96  boys 
selected  from  the  various  provinces  receive  an  education  in  the 
usual  scholastic  subjects  and  are  instructed  in  agricultural  and 
pastoral  pursuits  and  in  carpenters'  work,  particularly  as  to  boat- 
building, in  which  they  become  quickly  and  fairly  proficient. 
This  school  is  under  European  superintendence^  assisted  by  seven 
^'gasi  ni  vuli/'  or  Fijian  tutors.  The  net  cost  to  the  Colony 
during  the  year  was  703/.  18^. 


XV. — Trade  akd  Commerce. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  trade  of  the  Colony  for  each 
year  rince  annexation : — 


^. 
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Fui.  It  will  be  observed  that  for  the  total  period  imports  form  54*47 

—        per  cent,  and  exports  46*53  per  cent  of  the  total  trade.    The 

preponderance  of  the  value  of  imports  is  due  mainly  to  the  large 

quantity  of  machinery  and  building  material  imported  during  the 

years  £rom  1880  to  1885  inclusive. 

The  value  of  such  imports  during  those  years  was  as  follows, 
viz. : — 

£ 

1880  -  .  .  .    23,189 

1881  ....     85,153 

1882  ....     62>432 

1883  ....  104^79 

1884  ....  127,345 

1885  ....     62,991 


Total  for  six  years      -  465,389 

=23*93  percent  of  the  total  imports  for  those  years  (1,944,81  liL). 
For  the  five  previous  years  the  value  of  machinery  and  building 
material  imported  was  as  foUows,  viz. : — 

£ 

1875  ...     -   8,440 

1876  ....   4,373 

1877  ...     -   7,926 

1878  -     -     .     -  12,221 

1879  ....  11,352 


Total  for  the  five  years    -    44,312 

ss7*09  per  cent  of  the  total  imports  for  those  years  (625,2182.). 

For  tiie  last  year  of  the  period  1886  the  value  of  those  items 
imported  was  15,6732.,  or  7*50  per  cent  of  the  imports. 

The  relative  position  held  by  imports  and  exports  for  the  total 
period  becomes  reversed  towards  the  later  years,  as  is  shown  by  the 
following  statement  from  the  report  of  the  Keceiver-General:— 

**  Imports  and  exports  have  respectively  formed  the  foUowing 
per.centage  of  the  total  trade  of  tlie  years  stated,  viz. : — ^ 


Year, 

Imports.     • 

Exports. 

1880  -           -           -            - 

1881  .... 

1882  .            .            -            . 
1888            -            -            -            - 

1884  -            .            -            . 

1885  -            .            -            , 

1886  .... 

50-88 
64*88 
62-94 
57-77 
66-26 
47-95 
44-85 

49-11 
35-16 
87-05 
42-22 
43-78 
52-04 
55- 14 
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]  1 .  The  figures  below  will  show  the  proportions  according  to 
nationality  in  which  the  trade  of  the  Colony  was  carried  on  in  1886. 


Fiji. 


Exporter. 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Total. 

America,  U.S.    - 

287 

£ 

£ 
287 

Austrian-           ... 

8 

— 

8 

Chinese  -           •           •           - 

207 

— 

207 

French   .... 

97 

— 

97 

German,  general 

18,116 

24,705 

86,821 

„       produce  imported 

17,302 

17.302 

84/S04 

Indian    •           .           -           - 

178 

— 

178 

Mixed  finna       ... 

7,768 

247 

8,010 

British  subjects  - 

192,720 

241.242 

488,968 

The  following  returns  exhibit  the  trade  of  the  Colony  with  the 
different  countries  during  the  year  1886,  viz. : — 


Total  Trade  op  the  Colony  with  different 
Countries. 


(1.)  Return  shomng  the   Total  Value  of  Imports  into  Fiji  from 
the  different  Countries  for  the  Year  ending  Slst  December  1886. 


Country. 

Dutiable. 

Free. 

TotaL 

India       - 

£      s.  d. 
1,268    6     1 

£^      8. 

297    5 

d. 
5 

£      8.     d. 
1,565  11     6 

Line  Islands 

8    0    2 

704  14 

0 

707  14    2 

New  Caledonia    - 

135  15    0 

10    0 

0 

145  18    0 

New  Hebrides     - 

801  18    4 

65    0 

0 

366  18    4 

New  South  Wales 

89,827  15    7 

29,588    3 

0 

118,859  18    7 

New  Zealand 

22,282     1     9 

15,957  17 

0 

88,189  18    9 

Nniafou  .           -           - 

— 

3,515    0 

0 

3,515    0    0 

Samoa      .           «           - 

91  15  10 

8,960  16 

0 

9,052  11  10 

Solomon  Islands  - 

— 

154    7 

6 

154    7     6 

Tonga     - 
United  Kingdom - 
United  States 

146    7     1 

18,014  17  11 

1,722  19    0 

8»651  14 
4,755    9 

6 
0 

8,698     1     7 

17,770    6  11 

1,729  19    0 

Victoria  -          -           - 
Wallts  Island      - 

18,465  19    5 

11.390    9 
28     6 

6 
8 

89,856    8  11 
23     6     8 

Total     . 

146,710  16    2 

83,918    2 

7 

230,628  18    9 
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Fiji.         (2.)  Return  showing  the  Value  of  Exports  to  the  several  Countries^ 
—  for  the  Year  ending  Slst  December  1886. 


Conntry. 

Value. 

Germany         -.---- 

Line  Islands 

New  Britain 

NewGalcdoaia            -           -           -           - 

New  Hebrides 

New  South  Wales 

New  Zealand 

Portogal         ---*:" 

Samoa 

Solomon  Islands          .           -           -           -           • 
Tonga             ..-.-- 
Victoria          ------ 

£      8.    d. 

55  a    6 

48  16    5 

108  10    7 

4  16    0 

56  4    0 
159,916    4    5 

48,630     7    0 

86,859  13  10 

180  13     9 

88     1     4 

7,332  19     I 

80,884  18    8 

Total  .             .             -            . 

283,496     7    2 

(3.)  Return  showing  the  Total  Trade  of  the  Colony  of  Fiji  and  its 
proportions  with  the  under-mentioned  Countries  respeetivelg. 


Comatry. 

Total  Trade. 

Per-oentage. 

£ 

New  South  Wito  - 

376,776 

54-23 

New  Zealand 

86,810 

16*88 

Victoria     -          -          -          - 

60,341 

11-71 

Portugal     -           -           -           - 

36,859* 

7-16 

Umted  ffif^^dom    •          •          - 

17,770 

3-46 

Tonga        -          -          •          . 

15,920 

8-09 

Samoa        -          -          -          - 

9,333 

1-79 

Other  Coontries     - 

8,578 

1*66 

*  Note— This  snm  represents  flie  Talue  of  cargoes  leaying  die  Colony  in  sUps 
dearimT  for  Lisbon  fbr  Sders.  There  is  no  actaal  trwle  with  Portugal.  The 
CM^  ultimately  reach  England,  Germany,  or  France. 

The  following  etatement  shows  the  value  of  imports  from  Great 
Britain  and  British  Possessions  and  from  foreign  countriee 
respectively  for  each  year  to  the  end  of  1886  :— 
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Fiji.  There  is  a  falling  off  in  the  value  of  imports   and  an  apparent 
falling  off  in  the  exports  in  each  year  since  1883. 

With  reference  to  the  decrease  in  the  yalue  of  imports  the 
Receiver  General  reports  as  follows,  viz. : — 

**  The  great  falling  off  in  the  value  of  total  imports  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  following  causes,  mainly : — 

^'  (a.)  A  great  decrease  has  taken  place  in  the  last  two  years  in 
the  value  of  machinery  imported  for  manuGicturing 
purposes,  and  in  the  value  of  materials  imported  for 
building. 

**  (b.)  During  tbd  last  six  years  the  variations  in  the  number  of 
the  population  have  been  so  considerable  that-  this 
coula  not  fail  to  exercise  an  appreciable  influence  on 
the  importation  and  consumption  of  ordinary  articles 
of  merchandise. 

^  (c»)  Imports  have  also  been  affected  by  the  diminished 
purchasing  power  resulting  from  the  comparatively 
low  prices  obtainable  for  the  exported  products  of  the 
Colony.  Taking  the  value  of  exports  from  the  Colony  as 
representing  the  Colony's  power  to  buy  imports,  a 
comparison  of  1886  with  previous  years  wouldi  be  as 
under ; — 

1886  -  •  100-00 

1885  -  -  -  116-26 

1884  -  -  -  121-81 

1883  -  -  -  12417 

**  (jd.)  In  considering  the  value  of  imports  in  a  form  that  does 
not  at  the  same  time  give  the  quantities  of  the  articles 
imported,  it  has  to  be  remembered  that  when  prices 
generally  are  low  a  greater  quantity  of  articles  c&n  be 
obtained  for  a  given  sum  than  at  other  times. 

'^  The  price  of  merchandise  generally  was  so  much  less  in  1886 
than  in  the  years  immediately  preceding  that  this  consideration 
assumes  some  importance  in  examining  the  details  of  the  trade 
of  1886.*' 

That  the  falling  off  in  the  amount  of  the  exports  during  the 
past  three  years  is  only  apparent  is  shown  by  the  Receiver 
General  as  follows,  viz. : — 

*'  The  value  of  exports  is  arrived  at  for  the  year  by  estimating 
the  average  value  of  each  article  in  the  local  market.  In  former 
years  the  declared  value  at  the  customs  of  articles  for  export  was 
taken  into  account,  but  the  yalue  thus  given  was  often  extravagantly 
high,  so  that  the  value  of  certain  exports  was  considerably  orer- 
estimated  in  the  returns. 
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'^  The  value  at  which  the  important  articles  of  export  from  the 
Colony  have  been  estimated  For  1886,  1885,  1884,  and  1883,  the 
years  comprised  in  the  returns  annexed,  is  as  follows : — 


Fmi. 


Article. 

1886. 

1885. 

1884. 

1883. 

Beohe-de>iner 

a  ton 

60    0    0 

£    $.  d, 

00    0    0 

e  «.  d. 

00    0    0 

£    «.  J. 

60    0    0 

Coooannts     - 

a  100 

0    5    0 

0    5    0 

0    4    0 

0    4    0 

Ooffee    •      .      ^ 

alb. 

0    0   6 

0    0    8 

0    0    6 

0    Oil 

Copra     - 

a  ton 

9  10    0 

12    6    0 

12    6    0 

18    0    0 

Cotton— 
Sealsland  -      • 

a  ton 

121    6    8 

121    6    8 

121    6    8 

}    20    0    0 

Kidney       -      . 

aton 

46  13    4 

46  IS    4 

46  13    4 

Pibr«     •      -      - 

abale 

10    0   0 

11    0    0 

11    0    0 

10   0    0 

Pruit,  green-      -J 

a bunch 
acase 

0    16 
012    0 

0    16 
012    0 

0    16 
012    0 

0    10 
0  10    0 

Maiae     •      -      • 

a  bushel 

0    8    0 

0    4    & 

0    4    0 

0    4    0 

Molasses       -      - 

a  gallon 

0  0   U 

0    0    8f 

0    0    31 

0    3    0 

Peanuts  • 

aton 

18  13    4 

18  18    4 

18  18    4 

15    0    0 

Pearl  shell     -      - 

aton 

40    0    0 

60    0    0 

60    0    0 

60   0    0    . 

Sugar     -      -      - 

aton 

16    0    0 

20    0    0 

26    0    0 

34    0   0 

1886  at  1883  prices 
1885  at     „        „ 
1884  at     „        „ 
looo  at     ,,         , , 


<'  The  total  value  of  the  articles  mentioned  in  last  paragraph, 
exported  in  1886,  amounts  to  278,5402.,  leaving  only  4,956/.,  as 
the  value  of  all  other  exports,  so  that  they  form  about  ff  ths  of 
the  whole. 

'^  The  total  yalae  of  these  articles  exported  in  1883  was,  accord- 
ing to  the  returns  for  that  year,  345,221/.  The  exports  of  the 
same  articles  in  1886,  1885,  and  1884^  if  valued  at  the  prices  of 
1883,  would  be  :— 

£  £ 

-  529,927,  at  1886  prices  •  278,540 
.  493,161,  at  1886      „  -  320,533 

-  482,810,  at  1884      „  -  339,742 

-  345,221,  at  1883      „  -  346,221 

''  The  fall  in  the  value  of  these  the  only  exports  of  importance 
from  the  Colony  has  been: — 

«  For  1886  as  compared  to  1883, 474  per  cent. 
„    1885  „  1883,  35-0  per  cent. 

„    1884  „  1883,  29*6  per  cent  " 

It  is  thus  demonstrated  that  instead  of  a  &lling  off  in  exports, 
as  would  appear  from  a  comparison  of  the  total  value  of  exports 
given  for  each  year,  there  has  been  a  considerable  increase,  as 
shown  by  the  following  per-centage  comparison,  taking  the  exports 
of  1883  at  100  :— 

Year  1883  =         -  -  -  -    100 

„     1884=         -  .  .  .     139-8 

„     1886=         -  .  .  -     142-8 

„     1886=         .  .  ,  -     153-5 

The  principal  exports,  together  with  the  value  and  the  quantity 
of  each  exported,  for  every  year  since  annexation  are  shown  in  the 
following  table : — 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314 


PAPERS  BEL&TINO  TO 


VUI. 


s 


i 

§ 

I 

I 

8 

a 
S 

I 


i 


•8 

s 


a 
■s 


I 

H 

m 


I  I  i  I  r  §  ^  I  S  I  I  I  I  S  »  8  8.  S 


l|i|ri'^SS|ll|l*e|l 


II 

Si 


||S|^g2||||«M|| 


iii^r^'sniPHi 


§  I  II  I  6  I «  g  S  i I  I  I  I  2  §  I  I 


i||||8|'S«3||||«2|| 


S  I  I  I  I  «  I  ^  I  s  i  1 1 1 1  s  1 1  i 


2  I  I  I  i  ^  I  ^  I  3  §  I  I  I  I  «  I  I  5 


s"|  i  I  I  s  I  ^  I  '  S  I  I  I  !  S  I  i  « 


5  I  I  I  §  S  I  S  I  I I  III  S  «  I  I  I 


||j9S|8|«5|^.-.g,   , 


8  8  S  B 


*  I  I  r  8  I  3  E  *  s-i  I  1  .  «  I 


I  > 


^  ^ 


uuimmuiiim 


?  > 


I  & 


II 


li  I  a 


I  I 


I  I 


iS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HEB  majesty's  colonial  POSSESSIONS. 


315 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  Bugar,  which  ranked 
fourth  on  the  list  of  exports  in  1875,  now  ranks  first,  and  that  Truit 
from  the  eighth  place  has  risen  to  the  thirds  while  cotton  and  maize 
have  fallen  from  the  second  and  third  place  to  the  fourth  and 
seventh  respectively.  The  last-mentioned  change  in  great  measure 
is  due  to  the  increased  attention  given  to  the  cultivation  of  sugar. 

It  has  to  be  remembered  that  the  export  for  the  year  1886t 
albeit  larger  by  50  per  cent,  than  that  of  1883^  was  considerably 
afiected  by  the  hurricane,  which  destroyed  many  of  the  cocoanut 
and  fruit  crops  and  considerably  diminished  the  yield  of  sugar 


Fwi. 


cane. 


There  is  every  reason,  however,  to  hope  that  the  year  1887 
will  show  an  increase  on  the  value  of  these  exports,  an  increase 
which  would  be  more  marked  but  for  the  conditions  under  which 
sugar  manufacturers  have  to  dispose  of  their  produce  in  a  market 
stocked  with  beet  sugar. 


XVL — Navigation. 

There  are  two  ports  of  entry  in  the  Colony,  Suva  and 
The  total  numoer  and  tonnage  of  merchant  vessels,  disti 
between  steamers  and  sailing  vessels,  entered  from  abn 
ports  of  entry  is,  for  the  several  years,  as  under : — 


Levuka. 
wishing 
at  the 


Bteun  Voneh. 

Sailing  Vewelt. 

Total  No. 

of 
VoMris. 

Total 
Tonnage. 

T«Mr. 

No.  of 
VeMels. 

Tonnage. 

y^ 

Tonnage. 

1878     • 

1876  • 

1877  . 

1878  . 

1879  • 

im  « 

1881     . 
188S     . 

1885  - 

1884     • 

1886  ► 
1888  ^ 

28 
11 
11 
24 
26 
0 
45 
38 
46 
80 
40 
60 

8,060 
8^294 
6m 

9.66T 
12,480 

ifjm 

16356 
17^1 
36^ 
40,467 
88,806 
84^781 

72 

72 

80 

100 

106 

UO 

U9 

126 

163 

100 

75 

68 

9.661 
12377 
14360 
18,628 
16,631 
16364 
19,186 
2W77 
82386 
22,789 

19361 

96 
88 

100 
124 
181 
167 
166 
168 
188 
160 
126 
U8 

17,630 
16371 
20492 
28^180 
28367 
32388 
8^64• 
48,768 

6B3«6 
64^066 
64182 

Digitized  by 


Google 


316 


PAPEB8  RELATIKO  TPO 


Fui.  The  nationality  of  these  vessels  is  set  out  in  the  table  below^ 

which  shows  the  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  under  each  flag 

entered  inwards  from  1875  to  1886  inclusive. 


Tear. 

British. 

Gcmifto. 

American. 

Daaislu 

Norwegian. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

Tom. 

No. 

1876       - 

85 

14.988 

6 

2,156 

230 

— 

— 

... 

— 

1876       . 

70 

10.987 

11 

4^263 

40 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1877       - 

77 

13.002 

15 

4,789 

1.082 

2 

777 

1 

S02 

1878       - 

M 

16.239 

26 

4^822 

205 

4 

IfiU 

- 

- 

1879       - 

94 

20.621 

31 

6.800 

617 

- 

- 

8 

909 

1880       - 

128 

24929 

29 

6.145 

1.930 

1 

476 

1 

354 

1881       • 

129 

27.023 

26 

7,116 

989 

1 

244 

- 

- 

188S       - 

134 

82.236 

16 

0^094 

2,989 

- 

- 

6 

2^ 

1883       - 

169 

66,496 

23 

6,618 

1.974 

- 

- 

6 

2.617 

1864       - 

129 

67.330 

14 

4449 

1.467 

- 

• 

- 

- 

188S       . 

106 

47,664 

7 

3,189 

j^ 

1.347 

1 

861 

2 

1.099 

1886       - 

106 

48,289 

10 

6.267 

t 

676 

— 

— 

— 

— 

icoiUinusd) 


Tear. 

Tongau. 

Ha^raiian. 

French. 

BoUyian. 

Samoan. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons. 

No. 

Tons, 

No. 

Tons. 

1876       . 
1876       - 
877       • 

1878  - 

1879  . 

1880  - 

1881  - 

1882  . 

1883  - 

1884  • 
1886       - 
1886       . 

1 
3 

1 

30 
100 

48 

3 
1 

1    1    1    g    1    1    1    1    1    1    1    1 

1 

1 
1 

381 

71 
637 

1 
1 

441 
441 

1 

*17 
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XVII. — ^Aqbiculturb. 

The  toUl  acreage  of  the  Colony  is  4,963,920  acres,  of  which 
32,905  acres  are  under  cultivation  by  Europeans,  the  acreage 
under  crop  being  as  follows : — ^ 


Fiji. 


Acres* 

Tea     -            -  305 
Arrowroot       -  24 
Bananas           *  1,865} 
Cotton             -  95 
Coffee-            -  309 
Cocoanuts  (Co- 
pra)             .  18,128 
Cinchona          •  5 
Maize  -            -  561^ 


Spices- 
Su^r  cane 
Tooacco 
Tapioca 
Yams  - 
Other  produce 


Acres. 

25i 

10,543i 

28^ 

47i 

365^ 

601} 

32,905 


The  total  acreage  granted  to  Europeans  up  to  the  end  of  1886 
was  391,118  acres. 

The  manufactories  in  the  Colony  consist  of  12  sugar  mills  and 
two  fruit  preserving  establishments. 

XVIIL— Crime. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  summary  convictions 
for  various  classes  of  offences  during  the  year  : — 

Offences  against  the  person  -  -        312 

Malicious  injuries  to  property       -  -  26 

Larceny  -  -  -  -  «        244 

Other  offences  a^inst  property    -  -         148 

Offences  against  Kevenue  Acts,  &c.     .      -         218 
Offences  against  Masters  and  Servants  Acts, 

including  Acts   relating  to  indentured 

coolies  ... 

Other  offences     -  -  - 


8,088 
345 


Total 


9,381 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  convictions  in  the 
Supreme  Court  during  the  year : — 

Murder        -  -  -  - 

Manslaughter  -  -  . 

Attempt  at  murder   -  -  . 

Obtaining  money  under  false  pretences 

Riot  .  .  /  . 

Forgery        -  -  -  . 

Perjury         -  -  -  . 

Other  offences  against  the  person 
Malicious  injuries  to  property 
Robbery  with  violence 

Larceny        -  -  .  . 

Receiving  stolen  property 


7 
2 

19 
4 

11 
2 
3 

17 
2 
1 
3 
1 


Total 


72 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  offencesi  apprehensions^ 
convictions^  and  acquittals  for  the  last  four  years  : — 


Comparative  Table  shounnff  the  Number  of  Offences^  Apprehen* 
sionsy  Convictions,  and  Acquittals  for  the  last  Four  Tears. 


1888. 

1884. 

1885. 

1886. 

police  or  sammoned  More  the  magistrate 

1,677 

4,058 

6.907 

11,629 

The  namber  of  sammary  conyiotioiis  :^ 

1.  For  offences  against  the  person 

218 

804 

298 

812 

2.  For  larceny     -           -           -           . 

lis 

241 

168 

244 

8.  For  offences    against  property  other 
than  larceny-           ... 

75 

69 

68 

174 

4.  For  other  offences       ... 

780 

2,188 

4,788 

8,578 

5.  Dronkenness   .           •           -           . 

118 

101 

67 

78 

The  number  of  conTictions  in  the  superior 
courts:— 

' 

1.  For  offences  against  the  person 

24 

8 

15 

57 

2.  For  larceny     .           -           -           - 

— 

1 

— 

8 

8.  For  (^bnces  against  property  other  than 
larceny         .           -           •           - 

15 

1 

8 

12 

4.  For  other  offences       -           .           - 

8 

6 

— 

— 

The  nnmber  of  persons  acqoitted :— 

1.  In  the  inferior  courts  - 

851 

1,100 

1,616 

2,155 

2.  In  the  superior  courts  ... 

6 

18 

9 

24 

It  will  be  observed  that  about  ^Xths  of  the  convictions  were 
for  offences  against  the  labour  laws,  which  amount  to  nearly  double 
the  number  recorded  for  the  year  1885.  A  growing  spirit  of 
turbulence  and  insubordination  was  evinced  by  Indian  immigrants 
during  the  year,  which  lead  to  the  great  number  of  prosecutions 
recorded.  The  passing  of  Ordinance  No.  XIV.  of  1886  had  a 
most  salutary  effect  in  repressing  this  state  of  matters,  and  hence 
recourse  to  the  provision  of  that  law  has  much  fallen  off.  Indian 
immigrants  in  great  measure  furnish  the  criminal  population  of 
the  (jolonj. 


XIX, — Public  Health. 

There  are  two  public  hospitals  in  the  Colony,  one  at  Suva  and 
one  at  Levuka. 

The  number  of  cases  treated  therein  during  the  year  was  919. 
The  number  of  deaths  was  73. 

The  following  table  speciBes  the  diseases  treated,  together  with 
the  deaths  occurring,  viz.  :— 
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Disease  treated. 


Phthisis    - 

Dysenteiy  -  -  - 

Pyelitis     - 

Chronic  Brigfafs  disease  - 

Fhustare  of  skiiU  - 

Heart  disease 


^ 


P&enmoDia 

Abscess     - 

Infantile  marasmus 

Cerebritis  -  -  •  . 

Gangrene  of  month 

Abscess  of  liver    ... 

Cerebro  spinal  meningitis 

Peritonitis  .  .  • 

Acute  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver  - 

DiarrhcBa  .  -  .  . 

Cataract    -  «  -  . 

Blindness  •  .  .  • 

Debili^     -  .  -  . 

Wounds    .... 

Caries  of  tarsal  bones 

Lunacy     -  .  -  - 

fistula      .  •  .  . 

VaridUa  .... 

Hydrocele  ... 

Hemiplegia  •  .  • 

Cons^on 

HflBmaturia  .  .  . 

Hepatitis  .  -  •  . 

Bronchitis  -  .  . 

Pleurisy    •  •  .  « 

Locomotor  Ataxia 

Fractures  ... 

Bums       .  .  .  . 

Ophthalmia  •  •  . 

Ascites      .  .  .  . 

CoHo         .  -  .  . 

Ulcers       - 

Fever        .  .  -  . 

Ringworm  •  .  . 

Swollen  groin        .  .  . 

Hiemoptysb  .  .  . 

Piles         - 

Sickness  of  pregnancy 

Phymosis  .  .  . 

Venereal  diseases .  .  - 

Scrofula  dema 

Hernia      .  .  •  . 

Comeritis  -  .  -  . 

Deafiiess   -  •  .  . 

Ulcerative  stomalitis 

Ulcer  of  comeia 

Iritis         -  -  .  - 

Scubies     -     '      -    '       - 

Warts  on  eyelids,  with  loss  of  eye 

Elephantiasis  scrotum 

Enlarged  glands  of  neck   - 

Suppuration  of  miimmft      . 

Synovitis  -  -•  .  - 

CEdema  of  feet  ... 

Sprained  wrist  ... 

Aneurism-  .  .  . 


No. 
of  Cases. 


FCJL 


No. 
of  Deaths. 


76 
287 
1 
L 
1 
6 
5 

15 

IS 
1 
1 
1 
1 

-  5 
2 
1 

43 

2 

17 
4 
I 
2 
4 
2 
3 
2 

14 
1 
I 

12 
2 
2 
8 
I 
2 
3 
1 

52 
105 

20 
1 
2 
1 
1 

11 
136 
2 
1 
8 
1 
8 
8 
1 
8 
1 
3 
2 
1 
5 
6 
1 
2 


- 
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Disease  treated. 


Paraplegia  ... 

Coko  .... 
Necrosis  of  thigh  ... 
Shingles   -  .  .  . 

Ck>D|ai]gtiTitb  ... 
Vancocele 

Lumbago  .... 
Bmlses     -  -  . 

Smashed  hand 
Congestion  of  hmgs 
Cystitis  .... 
Inflammadon  of  muscles  of  thigh  • 
Rheumatism  ... 
Caries  of  8|nne  ... 
Rheumatic  fever   .  .  • 

Contraction  of  flexor  muscles  of  leg 
Angina  pectoris    -  .  . 

Amputation  of  toe 

„  finger 

Bronchial  catarrh  ... 
Cika  .  -  .  . 

Contusion  of  back 
Continued  fever    .  .  . 

Eczema  .... 
Earache    •  .  .  - 

Enlarged  tepticle  .  -  - 

Itch  ...  . 

Inflammation  of  breast 

„  shoulder  - 

„  wrist 

Navus       -  .  -  - 

Paraphimosis        ... 
Kheumatoias  arthritis 
Scalp  wounds 
Tumours  of  cerebellum     - 
Typhoid  ferer 
Undassified         -  -  - 


No. 
of  Cases. 


No. 
of  Deaths. 


XX.— Lunatic  Astlum. 
The  number  of  patients  in  the  asylum  at  the 

beginning  of  tne  year  was  -  -  -     16 

There  have  been  admitted  during  the  year  -      6 
Discharged — 

Cured  -  -  -  •  4 

,y      of  periodical  attack         -  -    2 

Improved         -  -  -  -  I 

Removed  to  India        -  -  -  4 


Died 

Daily  average  number  •  -  - 

Bemaining  m  asylum  at  the  end  of  year^— 

Quiet  chronic  -  -  . 

Melancholy  and  suicidal 

Idiotic  .... 


11 

5 

10' 


33 


3 
2 
1 
—      6 
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XXI. — METEOROLoar. 

The  following  is  a  suinmary  oF  the  meteorological  observations 
taken  by  the  Government  meteorological  observei*  during  the 
year : — 

METEOBOLOaiOAL  Obsebvations  taken  at  Suva,  Fiji.  Means  for 
year  1886,  and  extremes  taken  at  Suva  and  Levuka  for  11 
years  ending  31st  December  1886.  Instruments  10  feet 
above  sea-level.     All  corrections  applied. 


Fmi. 


Monthly  Means  of  Barometer  Readings  during  Year  ending 
ZUt  December  1886. 


January  • 

February 

March    - 

April 

May 

June 

July       - 

August  - 

September 

October 

November 

December 


29-865 
29-836 
29-831 
29*981 
29-997 
30-065 
30038 
30-050 
30-044 
30-018 
29*952 
29-867 


Highest  and  Lowest  Readings  of  Barometer  during  Year  ending 
Zlst  December  1886. 


Highest. 


January  14th 
February  1st 
March  31st 
April  15th  and  23rd 
May  21st 
June  19th 
July  5th  - 
August  27th 
September  2l8t  - 
October  8th 
November  2nd    - 
December  8th 

o    51607. 


30018 
29-944 
29-997 
30-020 
80-069 
30138 
30-152 
30135 
30-163 
30-137 
30-059 
29-979 
X 
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Lowest* 


January  6th 
February  15th    - 
March  4th 
April  2nd  and  2l8t 
May  13th 
June  3rd 
.,,,  July  .23rd 
August  2nd 
SgiPtonber  8th    -. 
October  21st 
November  9  th     - 
December  23rd  - 


29-454 
29-667 
»878 
29-943 
29'914 
30-015 
29-873 
29-887 
29-912 
'  29-938 
29-859 
29-780 


Highest  reading  of  barometer  during  11  years  ending  31st 
December  1886 :  30-274  on  23rd  October  1882. 

Lowest  reading  of  barometer  during   11   years  ending  Slst 
December  1886 :  28*878  on  4th  March  1886. 


Monthly  Meam   of  Temperature  during    Year    ending   31«f 
December  1886. 


January 
February 
March  - 
^ril    - 
May 
June     • 
July     - 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 


81 

84 

80-8 

79 

78 

76 

73-8 

74-9 

76-7 

79-2 

79 

81-6 
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Highest  and  Lowest  Temperature  during  Year  ending  Zlst  ^Sm* 

December  1886.  '""^ 

Highest. 


January  26th 

- 

- 

86 

Febraary  18ih  and  19th 

. 

- 

90 

March  2nd  and  3rd 

- 

• 

87 

April  12th  and  l7th 
May  14th 

•            • 

• 

84 

- 

• 

85 

June  3rd,  4th,  6th  6th,  26th,  26th 

• 

80. 

July  3rd,  4th,  6th,  13th 

- 

• 

80 

August  19th 

- 

• 

84 

September  3rd 

- 

m 

.82-6 

October  26th 

• 

. 

85 

November  6th 

. 

• 

85 

December  22nd    - 

- 

- 

92 

Lowest 

January  9th  and  18th 

- 

m 

71 

February  5th 

- 

72 

March  24th,  30th,  31st 

• 

71 

April  28th 

^y  30th  and  3l8t 

m 

67 

•• 

66 

June  20th  and  2l8t 

m 

65 

July  3l8t 

. 

65 

August  6th 

• 

66 

September  11th    - 

- 

67 

October  3rd 

- 

69 

November  21flt 

» 

65 

December  14th     - 

. 

. 

67 

Highest  temperature  during  11  years  ending. 31st  December 
1886 :  94  on  25th  February  1882. 

Lowest  temperature  during  11  years  ending  31st  December 
1886 :  60  on  7th  August  1884. 

Greatest  daily  Raij\fall  during  Year  ending  3lst  December  1886. 

January  20th  ....  i-58 

February  25th         ....  220 

March  27th  ....  462 

April  7lh 1-93 

May  I3th 120 

June  10th  ....  -  0-76 

July  6th 2-69 

August  15th  .  -  -  •  3-76 

SejSember  14th      .  -  .  ,  218 

October  11th  •  .  .  .  140 

November  8th         ....  3*98 

December  Ist         -  -  -  *  1:43 

X  2 
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^^^               Monthly  Rainfall  during  Year  ending  ZUt  December  1886. 

January    -  -            .            -            -  5'37 

February  -  -             -             -            -  876 

March      -  ...            -  17-96 

April        -  •   -            -            .            -  6-36 

May         .  .            .            -            .  4-48 

June     "  -  -            -            -            -  2-95 

July 4-53 

Augu8t     -  •            .            •            -  5*04 

September  ....  7*66 

Octobef  -  .            •            -            -  6-33 

November  ^   -            -            -            -  9*61 

December  -            -            .            .  8*02 


Total  for  year  ...  -    85*07 

Gb-eatest  daily  rain&U  during  11  years  ending  3l8t  December 
1886,  7*92  on  30th  October  1880^ 

J.  D.  W.  Vaughan,  F.R.M.S., 

Gbvernment  Meteorological  Observer. 


John  B.  Thubstoni 
Fiji,  9tb  JuqjB  1887.  .        Colonial  Secretary. 


^^  EEPOET  ON  CANADIAN  FRUITS. 

Tkvits. 
No.  22. 

Oovemor-General  die  Mabquis  of  LANSDOVirNE  to 
Sir  H.  T.  Holland. 

Cascapedia,  New  Richmond^ 
Sm,  July  27, 1887. 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Stanhope's  Circular  Despatch  of 
the  17th  November  last,  transmitting,  with  other  papers,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  from  the  Assistant  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic 
Garden?,  Kew,  calling  attention  to  the  interest  which  has  been 
awakened  in  regard  to  tropical  and  other  fruits  by  the  display  in 
the  several  courts  at  the  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition,  and 
enclosing  a  list  of  questions  respecting  Colonial  fruits,  which  he 
suggests  should  be  answered  as  fully  as  possible  by  the  Colonial 
Goyemments  I  have 'the  honour  to  Ibrward  herewith  a  copy  of 
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an  approved  Minute  of  the  Privy  Council,  submitting  a  report       Beport 
prepared  by  Professor  Saunders,  Director  of  the  Experimental     q^^ 
Farms  of  Canada,  containing  categorical  answers  to  a  series  of      ^S^ 
questions  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information   respecting         — ^^ 
Colonial  fruits. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Right  Hon.  (Signed)        Lansdowne. 

Sir  Henry  Holland, 
&c.  &c. 


Certified  Copy  of  a  Repobt  of  a  Committee  of  the  Honoub- 
ABLE  THE  Pbivy  Council  FOB  CANADA,  approved  by 
His  Excellency  the  Grorernor-General  in  Council  on  the 
19th  July  1887. 

The  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council  have  had  under  considera- 
tion a  Circular  Despatch,  dated  17th  November  1886,  from  the 
Bight  Honourable  me  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  trans- 
mitting a  copy  of  two  Parliamentary  papers  containing  correspon- 
dence respecting  the  question  of  diplomatic  and  consular  assistance 
to  British  trade  abroad,  and  also  transmitting  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  the  Board  of  Trade  and  its  enclosures  on  this  subject,  in 
which  reference  is  also  made  to  the  proposal  of  that  department  to 
publish  an  official  trade  journal  for  the  purpose  of  affi)rding  early 
information  respecting  actual  and  contemplated  changes  in 
Customs  tarii!B  and  regulations,  as  well  as  other  useful  information 
as  to  trade  generally ;  also  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Assistant 
Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic  uhtrdens,  Kew,  calling  attention  to 
the  interest  which  has  been  awakened  in  regard  to  tropical  and 
other  fruits  by  the  display  in  the  several  courts  at  the  Colonial 
and  Indian  Exhibition,  and  enclosing  a  list  of  questions  respecting 
Colonial  fruits,  which  he  suggests  should  be  answered  as  fully  as 
possible  by  the  Colonial  Gk>vemments. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  to  whom  the  Despatch  and  enclo- 
sures were  referred  to  report  relative  to  fruits  asked  for  in  the 
letter  from  the  Assistant  Director  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Gardens, 
Kew,  submits  the  accompanying  report  of  Professor  Saunders, 
Director  of  the  Experiment^  Farms  of  Canada,  containing  cate- 
gorical answers  to  a  series  of  questions  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
information  respecting  Colonial  fruits. 

The  Committee  advise  that  your  Excellency  be  moved  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  the  report  herewith  furnished  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  in  answer  to 
inquiries  made  in  his  Circular  Despatch  of  the  17th  November 
last 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  for  your  Excellency's 
approval. 

John  J.  MoGeb, 
Clerk,  Privy  Council 
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Ca2^>un     »^i%  Ottawa,  Canada,  January  25^  1887. 

Fbuits.  I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  the  following  memo* 

""^         randa  in  reply  to  the  queries  submitted  to  me  from  the  Department 
of  Agriculture. 

I  have,  &o. 
(Signed)        Wm.  Saunders,  F.RS.C.,  F.L.S.,  F.C.S., 

Director  of  the  Experimental  Farm  of  Canada. 
To  the  Hon. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture. 


Memorandum; 


Query  1. — Please  give  a  list  of  both  local  and  scientific  names 
of  t£e  chief  fruits  grown  in  the  Colony  in  order  of  importance. 

In  replying  to  this  query  it  has  been  thought  best  to  append  a 
brief  description  of  each  important  commercial  variety,  so  as  to 
indicate  more  clearlv  their  special  points  of  merit  Dimrences  of 
opinion  exist  as  to  the  relative  value  of  the  several  fruits  referred 
to,  owing  partly  to  variety  of  taste,  and  partly  to  the  modifying 
influences  of  situation,  soil,  and  dimate  *  hence  the  accompanying 
list  must  be  regarded  as  approximative  rather  than  authoritative 
in  this  particular. 


The  Apple. 

Baldwin. 

A  handsome  apple  of  American  origin.  Free,  vifforous,  and 
productive.  Fruit  medium  to  large,  nearly  covered  with  red. 
Flesh  juicy,  crisp  and  of  fair  iiavour.  An  excellent  keeper,  and 
although  variable  in  Quality  usually  commands  a  good  price  in 
the  market.  Season,  November  to  March.  Is  grown  largely  for 
shipment  to  Great  Britain. 


Golden  Russet 

Also  of  American  origin.  An  apple  of  fine  quality  and  very 
productive.  Fruit  medium  in  size,  dull  yeUow,  thickly  sprinkled 
with  russet.  Flesh  juicy,  crisp,  and  high  flavoured.  Season^  Novem- 
ber to  February.    Extensively  grown  for  foreign  shipment. 
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Northern  Spy, 

Of  American  oiigin.  One  of  the  best  winter  apples,  of  ex- 
cellent quality  either  for  dessert  or  cooking.  Fruit  of  large 
size,  pale  yellow  colour,  with  stripes  of  purplisli  red,  covered 
with  a  thin  white  bloom.  Season,  December  to  May.  Much 
grown  for  both  home  market  and  export.  The  trees  are 
slow  in  coming  into  bearings  but  afterwards  produce  regular 
crops. 


Report 

ON 

Cakadiax 

Fruits. 


King,     (King  of  Tomkins  Co.) 

Believed  to  be  of  American  origin.  A  large  apple  of  a  deep 
yellow  colour,  splashed  and  shaded  with  red.  Flesh  vellowiBb, 
juicy,  with  a  rich,  aromatic  flavour.  Season,  November  to  February. 
Tree  a  strong  grown  and  moderately  productive. 


Rtbstoh  Pippin. 

A  highly-esteemed  English  apple  of  medium  size.  Colour 
greenish  yellow  with  some  russet  about  the  stem,  and  clouded 
with  dull  red  on  the  side  exposed  to  the  sun.  Flesh  deep  yellow, 
crisp,  with  a  rich  aromatic  flavour.  Season,  November  to  March. 
Tree  forms  a  spreading  top,  and  is  a  variable  bearer,  for  which 
reason  it  is  not  largely  grown. 


Canada  Reinettet 

Probably  of  Canadian  origin.  A  large  and  handsome  apple, 
greenish  shaded  with  brown,  and  sprink&d  with  dots  and  patches 
of  russet.  Flesh  nearly  white,  rather  firm,  juicy,  with  a  sub- 
acid flavour.  Season,  January  to  April.  Tree  vigorous  and 
productive. 


Red  Canada^ 

Origin  unknown.  A  slender  growing  tree  but  productive. 
Fruit  of  medium  size,  yellow  shaded  with  deep  red,  sprinkled 
with  grey  and  greenish  dots.  Flesh  white,  tender,  crisp,  and  juicy, 
with  a  delicate  flavour.     Season,  January  to  April. 


Rambo. 

A  popular  early  winter  apple,  valuable  either  for  the  table  or 
kitchen.  Size  medium,  colour  yellowish  white,  marbled  with  pale 
yellow  and  red,  and  speckled  with  large  brownish  dots.  Flesh 
nearly  white,  tender,  rich,  an4  mildly  subacid.  Season,  October 
to  December. 
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Cakadiam 
Faults. 


CoherU 

An  old  variety,  of  unoertain  origin.  Fruit  large  greenish 
ydlow,  striped  and  shaded  with  doll  red.  Flesh  greenish  white, 
tender,  sulMicid.  Season,  October^  November.  Tree  vigorous 
and  very  producdve 


WageneTm 

An  American  variety  which  ori^ated  in  New  York.  Tree  an 
eariy  and  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  dull  yellow 
shaded  with  crimson,  flesh  yellowish  white,  fine  grained,  crisp, 

Sicy,  and  of  good  flavour.      A  good  dessert   fruit.     Season^ 
ovember  to  February. 

Grim€9*  Golden. 

This  is  an  American  appl^  which  ori^nated  in  Virginia.  Tree 
vigorous,  hardy,  and  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  golden 
yellow  with  pale  yeUow^  flesh;  crisp,  juicy,  rich,  and  spicy. 
Season,  December  to  March.    An  excellent  dessert  apple. 

Vandevere. 

An  American  sort  Fruit  medium  size,  colour  pale  y^Iow^ 
striped  and  sprinkled  with  greenish  dots.  Flesh  yellowish,  tender, 
with  a  rich  aromatic  flavour.     Season,  November  to  February. 

Rhode  Island  Greening. 

An  American  apple.  A  vigorous  strong  ^wer  and  productive. 
Fruit  large  dark  green,  becoming  greenish  yellow  when  ripe. 
Fledi  yellowish,  tender,  crisp,  juicy,  and  subacid.  Much  appre«» 
dated  as  a  cookii^  apple. 

Swaar. 

An  American  variety  which  originated  in  New  York.  Size 
medium  to  laige,  colour  greenisn  yellow,  becoming  almost 
golden  when  ripe,  dotted  with  brown  specks  and  marbled 
with  russet  around  the  stem.  Flesh  yellowish,  fine  grained, 
tender,  and  aromatic.  Of  excellent  quality.  Season,  November 
to  March. 

Roxbury  Russet 

Originated  in  Massachusetts.  Tree  a  healthy  vigorous  grower 
and  very  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  green  russet,  be- 
coming brownish  yellow  when  ripe.  Flesh  greenish  white,  mode- 
rately juicy,  and  of  fair  quality.  A  long  keeper,  which,  if  well 
kept,  may  be  marketed  in  March  or  June. 
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Pomme  Griae. 

A  small  russet  apple,  probably  of  French  origiiL  Tree  a 
medium  grower  and  good  bearer.  Cdiour  of  fruit  grey  or  cinna- 
mon russet  Flesh  tender,  rich,  and  high  flavoured.  An  excellent 
dessert  apple.     Season^  December  to  February. 


Rbpokt 

on! 
Canadian 

FSUITB. 


Cox^s  Orange  Pippin. 

An  English  apple  much  esteemed  as  a  dessert  fruit.  Tree 
rather  slow  in  growth,  but  a  good  bearer.  Fruit  under  medium 
size,  yellowish,  splashed,  and  mottled  with  crimson.  Flesh 
yellowish,  juicy,  rich,  and  high  flavoured.  Season,  to  Novem- 
ber {sic). 

Dominie. 

Origin  unknown.  Tree  hardy,  a  rapid  grower,  and  abundant 
bearer.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  colour  greenish  yellow,  splashed 
with  red.  Flesh  white,  tender,  and  juicy,  with  a  pleasant  flavour. 
A  long-keeping  winter  fruit.  In  season  from  December  to 
April. 

Ben  Davis. 

Of  American  origin.  Tree  very  hardy,  a  free  grower,  and 
abundant  bearer.  Fruit  medium  to  large,  almost  covered  with 
red.  Flesh  white,  moderately  juicy,  subacid.  An  apple  of  fine 
appearance  and  a  good  keeper,  but  inferior  in  qualiQr.  Season, 
December  to  March. 


Westfield  seek  no  Further. 

An  old  and  highly-esteemed  American  variety, 
to  large  in  size,  colour  dull  red  on  a  pale  green 
white,  fine  grained,  tender,  nnd  high  flavoured.     Season,  October 
to  January. 

FaUawater. 


Fruit  medium 
ground.     Flesh 


Originated  in  Pennsylvania.  Tree  a  strong  grower  and  pro- 
ductive* A  large  apple  of  a  yellowish  green  colour,  shaded  with 
dull  red  and  sprinkled  with  large  grey  dots.  Flesh  jucy,  crisp, 
subacid.  Used  chiefly  for  cooking.  Season,  November  to 
February. 

Wealthy. 

An  American  variety  which  originated  in  Minnesota.  Tree 
hardy,  a  vigorous  grower  and  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size, 
colour  deep  rich  crimson  on  a  pale  yellow  ground.  Flesh  white, 
stained  with  red,  tender,  juicy,  and  of  good  flavour.  A  variety 
which  is  coming  greatly  into  favour.  Season,  November  to 
February. 
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OK  Yellow  BeUflower. 

Fwnre.  An  American  variety  which  orighiated  in  New  Jersey.     Tree 

""^  a  moderate  grower  and  a  regular  and  excellent  bearer.  Fruit 
large  oblongs  of  a  handsome  yellow  colour,  sometimes  with  a 
blush  on  the  sunny  side.  Fle^h  tender,  juicy,  crisp,  and  subacid. 
Season,  November  to  February.  This  variety  is  extensively  grown 
in  Nova  Scotia  under  the  name  of  "  Bishop's  Pippin/' 

Jonathan. 

Originated  in  Pennsylvania.  Tree  hardy,  a  moderate  grower, 
and  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  ground  colour  a  light 
yellow,  nearly  covered  with  a  brilliant  dark  red.  Flesh  white, 
sometimes  pinkish,  tender,  juicy,  with  a  sprightly  flavour.  Season, 
November  to  February. 

Talman^s  Sweet 

A  native  of  Rhode  Island.  A  hardy  tree,  very  vigorous  and 
productive.  Size  of  fruit  medium,  colour  light  yellow,  generally 
with  a  dark  line  running  from  stem  to  caly*  Flesh  white,  fine 
trained,  sweet.  A  profitable  orchard  apple,  much  esteemed  for 
baking.     Season,  November  to  April. 

Cayuga  Red  Streak. 

A  Connecticut  apple.  Tree  a  good  grower  and  regular  grower. 
A  very  large  and  handsome  apple  of  medium  quauty.  Colour 
greenish  yellow  marbled  with  stripes  of  purplish  red.  An 
excellent  cooking  sort.     Season,  October  to  January. 

Fameu$e, 

A  justly-celebrated  Canadian  apple  which  grows  well  in  many 
parts  of  the  Dominion,  but  attains  ^eat  perfection  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Montreal.  Tree  moderately  vigorous,  hardy,  and 
very  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  colour  greenish  yellow 
covered  with  fine  deep  red.  Flesh  remarkably  white,  tender, 
juicy,  and  high  flavoured.  A  handsome  and  popular  de&sert 
fruit.     Season,  October  to  December. 

Gravenstein. 

An  apple  of  German  origin.  Tree  vigorous  and  productive, 
an  early  bearer.  Fruit  medhim  to  large,  cwour  bright  yellow  when 
ripe,  dashed  and  streaked  with  red  and  orange.  Flesh  tender, 
crisp,  juicy,  and  high  flavoured.  Successfully  and  extensively 
grown  for  export  in  the  Annapolis  Valley,  Nova  Scotia,  where  it 
is  produced  in  great  perfection.     Season,  September,  October. 
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Alexander. 

A.  very  large  and  showy  apple  of  Russian  origin.  Colour  pale 
orange,  brilliantly  streaked  and  marked  with  bright  red.  Flesh 
yellowish  white,  crisp,  and  juicy,  chiefly  used  for  cooking.  Tree 
hardy  and  productive.     Season,  October,  November. 


Bbpobt 

ON 

Canadun 

Fbuits. 


Maiden's  Blush. 

An  American  apple  which  originated  in  New  Jersey.  A  very 
beautiful  fruit  of  medium  size  with  a  delicate  waxen  appearance. 
Colour  pale  yellow  with  a  bright  red  or  crimson  cheek.  Flesh 
white,  tender,  subacid.  Tree  a  rapid  grower  and  bears  large 
crops.  Season,  September,  October.  An  excellent  apple  for 
cooking  or  drying. 


Keswick  Codlin. 

A  well-known  English  cooking  apple,  which  is  successfully 
grown  in  many  parts  of  the  Dominion.  Tree  a  moderate  grower 
and  an  early  and  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  above  medium  size, 
yellow.  Flesh  yellowish  white,  juicy,  subacid.  Season,  September 
and  October. 


Duchess  of  Oldenburgh 

A  handsome  apple  of  Russian  origin,  and  one  of  the  most 
profitable  sorts  in  cultivation.  The  tree  is  vigorous,  an  early, 
regular,  and  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  of  a  golden 
yellow  colour  streaked  with  red,  and  with  a  blush  bloom  on  the 
sui£Eice.  Flesh  sprightly,  juicy,  subacid.  Season,  August  and 
September.  Extensively  cultivated  for  the  home  market,  and  of 
late  has  been  exported  in  considerable  quantities. 


Red  Astrachan. 

Another  beautiful  apple  of  Russian  origin.  Tree  a  free  grower 
and  an  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  medium  size,  almost  entirely 
covered  with  a  rich  red  colour,  and  coated  with  a  whitish  bloom. 
Flesh  white,  crisp,  juicy,  with  a  rich  acid  flavour.  Season,  late  in 
July  and  August.     Extensively  grown  for  market. 


Chenango  Strawberry. 

An  American  apple  which  originated  in  New  York.  Tree  a 
vigorous  grower  and  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  colour 
whitish  mottled  and  splashed  with  light  and  dark  crimson.    Flesh 
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white,  tender,  juicy,  and  mildly  subacid.    Season,  September  and 
October.     Cultivated  chiefly  for  the  home  market 


Montreal  Peach, 

Tree  a  fair  grower  and  good  bearer.  Fruit  of  medium  size, 
very  beautiful ;  colour  pale  yellow  and  waxy  looking ;  sometimes 
with  a  pretty  pale  reddish  cheek.  Flesh  white,  tender,  juicy,  and 
of  good  quality.  Seaacm,  Scpl  ember.  Is  much  grown  in  the 
Province  of  Quebec  for  local  markets.  Being  tender  and  easily 
bruised,  this  apple  is  not  adapted  for  shipping  to  distant  pointa 


Thjb  Pbab. 

Pears  liave  been  grown  in  some  parts  of  Ontario  for  many 
years  past  in  excess  of  the  local  demand,  the  surplus  having  found 
a  ready  market  in  the  large  cities  of  the  Umted  States.  The 
earlier  sorts  could  not  be  exported  to  Great  Britain  without 
careful  selection  and  cold  storage,  but  the  late  ripemng  varieties 
might  be  eosih'  exported,  and  would  no  doubt  bring  remunera- 
tive prices.  ioL  British  Columbia,  where  the  trees  appear  to  be 
entirely  free  from  blight  and  do  not  suffer  from  frost,  pears  are 
^wn  in  the  greatest  abundance,  and  this  branch  of  fruit 
industry  might  be  extended  indefinitely  in  that  Province  with 
much  profit. 

fFinter  Nelis. 

A  winter  pear  of  Flemish  origin.  Tree  hardy,  thriffy,  and 
fiairly  productive.  Fruit  under  medium  sise,  colour  yellowish 
green,  covered  more  or  lees  with  russet.  Flesh  yellowish  white, 
fine  grained,  melting,  with  a  rich  aromatic  flavour.  Season,  De* 
cember,  January. 

Beurre  Gris  d^Hiver  Nouveaiu 

A  winter  pear  of  very  good  quality.  Tree  moderately  pro- 
ductive. Fruit  of  medium  size,  obtuse  pyriform,  colour  ffolden 
russet,  with  a  reddish  cheek.  Flesh  juicy,  melting,  sweet,  and  high 
flavoured.     Season,  November  to  February. 

Beurre  etAnjoiu 

An  excellent  pear  of  French  origin.  Tree  of  vigorous  growth 
and  productive.  Fruit  large,  obtuse  pyriform,  colour  dull  green, 
sometimes  faintly  shaded  with  crimson  and  sprinkled  with  russet 
brown  and  crimson  dots.  Flesh  whitish,  jmcy,  melting,  with  a 
pleasant  vinous  flavour.     Season,  October  and  November. 
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Tree  vigorous  grown,  hardy,  and  productive.  Fruit  large, 
obtuse  pyriform,  colour  greenish  russet,  sometimes  shaded  with 
brownisn  red.  Flesh  buttery,  melting,  'mth  a  brisk  vinous  flavour. 
Season,  September  and  October, 


Rbpobt 

ON 

Canabiut 
Fbcits. 


Beurre  Superjin. 

A  French  variety.  Tree  healthy,  hardy,  and  a  fair  bearer. 
Fruit  medium  to  large,  yellow,  sometimes  shaded  with  crimson 
on  the  sunny  side,  and  thickly  sprinkled  with  minute  dots.  Flesh 
very  juicy,  subacid,  with  a  brisk  agreeable  flavour.  Season, 
October. 

Mount  Vernon. 

Originated  in  Boxbury,  Massachusetts.  Fruit  medium  in  size, 
obtuse  pyriform,  colour  yellowish  russet,  becoming  brownish  red 
in  the  sun.  Flesh  yellowish,  juicy,  melting,  with  a  pleasant  flavour. 
Season,  November,  December. 

White  Doyenne. 

This  is  an  old  French  variety,  much  esteemed.  Tree  a  moderate 
grower  and  heavy  bearer.  .  Fruit  of  medium  size,  obovate,  colour 
pale  yellow,  with  sometimes  a  red  cheek  in  the  sun.  Flesh  white, 
fine  trained,  melting,  sweet,  with  a  high  rich  flavour.  Season, 
Octooer  to  December. 

HoweU. 

An  American  pear  which  originated  in  Connecticut.  A  vigorous 
grower  and  highly  productive.  Fruit  mectium  to  large,  rounded 
pyriform,  colour  yellow,  with  small  patches  and  dots  of  russet. 
Flesh  whitisih,  juicy,  melting,  and  of  fair  quality.  Season,  Sep- 
tember, October. 

Sheldm. 

An  American  pear  which  originated  in  New  York.  A  hardy, 
vigorous,  and  productive  tre^.  Fruit  medium  in  size,  roundish 
obovate,  colour  yellow  russet  with  a  greenish  tint,  becoming  some- 
times reddish  brown  in  the  sun.  Flesh  whitish,  very  juicy,  sweet, 
melting,  with  a  rich  aromatic  flavour.     Season,  October. 

Louise  bon  dc  Jersey. 

This  variety  originated  in  France,  The  tree  is  a  vigorous 
grower  and  productive.  Fruit  mediimi  to  large,  oblong  pyriform, 
pale  green  with  a  brownish  red  cheek,  dott^  with  grey.  Flesh 
greenish  white,  juicy,  melting,  somewhat  astringent,  with  a  rich 
flavour.    Season,  September  and  October. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


334 


FAFEBS  BELATINQ  TO 


BsrOM 
Cavaoxak 


JSechd. 

This  ia,  without  doabt*  the  richest  and  highest-flavoured  pear 
grown.  An  Asaerican  variety  whioh  oxagioat^  near  Philadelpbia. 
The  tree  is  rigorous,  hardy,  and  pvoduetive.  Fruit  small,  obo- 
vate,  dull  yellowish  russet,  sometimes  with  a  red  russet  cheek. 
Flesh  whitish,  very  juicy,  sweet,  and  melting,  with  a  very  rich 
spicy  flavour.     Season^  September^  October. 


A 


Beurre  Clairgeau. 
very  productive  and  early  bearing  variety  from  France. 


Fruit  large  pyriform  with  unequal  sides,  colour  dull  yellow,  shaded 
with  orange  and  crimson,  and  thickly  covered  with  russet  dots. 
Flesh  yellowish,  buttery,  somewhat  granular,  with  a  perfumed 
vinous  flavour  ;  of  fair  quality  and  handsome  appearance.  Season, 
October  to  December. 

Beurre  Diet. 

A  pear  of  Belgian  origin^  vigorous  and  productive.  Fruit  large^ 
varying  from  obovate  to  obtuse  pyri6onn.  Skin  yellow  when  ripe, 
marked  with  brown  dots  and  marblings  of  russet  Flesh  yellowish 
white,  rather  coarse  grained,  but  sweet,  rich,  and  almost  melting. 
Season,  October  to  iJecember. 

Dr.  Beeder. 

A  seedling  of  Winter  Nells,  which  was  grown  in  New  York. 
Tree  very  healthy,  hardy,  and  vigorous,  and  remarkably  free  from 
blight  Fruit  small  to  medium,  obtuse  pyriform,  colour  yellowish 
russet  Flesh  slightly  granular,  juicy,  melting,  sweet,  and  high 
flavoured.     Season,  0>ctober,  November, 

Duehesse  ^Angouleme, 

A  popular  variety  which  originated  in  France.  Tree  a  vigorous 
grower  and  good  bearer.  Fruit  very  large,  obovate,  with  an 
uneven  surface,  colour  greenish  yellow,  spotted  and  streaked  with 
russet  Flesh  white,  very  juicy>  sweet,  with  a  rich  flavour.  Season, 
October. 

Goodale. 

An  American  pear  which  originated  in  (Maine.  iTree  hardy,  a 
vigorous  grower,  and  productive.  Fruit  laigeyobtuse  pyriform, 
yellow,  with  pa^es^and  dots  of  russet.  Fl^  ^itish,  jndcing, 
sweet,  and  high  flavoured.     Season,  October. 

Beurre  Box, 

A  pear  of  the  very  highest,  quality,  of  Belgian  origin.  Fruit 
large  and  baodaome^  pynfbrnv.dark  yellow,  with  a  light  coating 
of  russet  Flesh  white,  fine  gcained^melting,  with  a  rich  .delicious 
flavour.    Season,  September,  October. 
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Doyenne  Bouswch.  Bspobt 

ON 

Also  a  Belgian  pear.     Tree  vigorous  and  productive.     Fruit      CUvapun 
obovate,  inclining  to  pyriform^  eoJoor  deep  yellow,  netted  with  "^^^' 

russet  and  with,  a  reddish  cheek.    Flesh  juicy,  melting,  sweet, 
arojnatic     Season,  September,  October. 

Flemish  Beauty. 

Supposed  to  be  of  Belgian  origin.  Tree  a  strong  grower,  very 
hardv  and  productive.  Fruit  large,  obtuse  pyriform,  pale  yellow, 
nearly  covered  with  patches  of  light  russet.  Flesh  yellowish  white, 
juicy,  melting,  sweet  and  rich,  with  a  slight  musky  flavour. 
Season,  September. 

BartUtt  or  Williams*  Bonehreiian. 

One  of  the  most  popular  of  all  pears^  an  English  variety,  which 
was  early  introduced  into  America.  The  tree  is  a  rapid  grower 
and  an  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  of  large  size,  pyriform,  yellow 
when  ripe.  Flesh  white,  fair  grained,  buttery,  sweet,  juicy,  and 
high  flavoured.     Season,  September. 

Clapp's  Favourite. 

An  American  pear  which  originated  in  Massachusetts.  Tree 
a  vigorous  grower  and  an  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  large  pyriform, 
pale  yellow,  faintly  marbled  and  splashed  with  crimson  where 
exposed  to  the  sun.  Flesh  whiter  fine  grained,  melting,  juicy, 
rich,  and  sweet.     Season,  September. 

Tyson. 

A  pear  of  American  origin,  a  chance  seedling  found  near  Phila- 
delphia. Tree  a  vigorous  grower  and  highly  productive.  Fruit 
of  medium  size,  pyriform,  deep  yellow,  slightly  russeted  with 
numerous  brown  dots,  and  with  a  more  or  less  crimson  cheek. 
Flesh  juicy,  melting,  very  sweet,  with  an  aromatic  flavour.  Season, 
August,  September. 

The  Plum. 

Plums  are,  grown  successfully  in  different  parts  of  the  Provinces 
of  Quebec,  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  British  Columbia ; 
they  are  alsp  grown  in  considerable  quantities  in  the  western  part 
of  Ontario,  especially  along  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron,  in  the 
district  about  >  Goderich,  Meaford,  and  Owen  Sound.  Many 
thousands  of  bushels  are  sent  annually  to  other  points  in  the 
Dominion,  and  hffge  quantities  are  forwarded  to  tne  large  cities 
in  the  United  States.  The  phims  are  usually  picked  before  fully 
ripe,  and  in  this,  condition  and  while  gradually. xipening  they 
will  bear.,tm«iqkQrtation  and. handling  foi:..ji[\any  days  without 
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Bbport      serious  injury.     The  following  varieties  are  among  those  most 
CajSLuh     e^eemed  :— 
Fruits.  Lombards 

An  American  jdum  which  originated  in  New  Tork.  The  tree 
is  a  vigorous  grower  and  an  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  of  medium 
size,  videt  red  witli  a  pale  bloom.  Flesh  deep  yellow,  juicy  and 
pleasant,  of  medium  quality.  Season^  late  in  August.  One  of 
the  most  profitable  market  varieties. 

Imperial  Oage. 

A  plum  of  American  cmgin,  raised  in  Flushing,  New  York. 
Tree  a  rapid  grower  and  most  abundant  beltrer.  Fruit  above 
medium  size^  oval*  pale  green  tinged  with  yellow,  and  covered 
with  white  bloom.  Flesh  greenish,  juicy,  melting,  sweet,  and  rich. 
Season,  early  in  September. 

Green  Gage. 

A  European  variety  of  the  highest  quality.  Tree  a  slow  grower, 
but  an  abundant  bearer.  Fruit  rather  small,  round,  green  or 
yellowish  green.  Flesh  pale  green,  mdting*  juicy,  and  of  a 
luscious  flavour.     Season,  middle  of  August  to  September. 

McLaughlin. 

An  American  variety  of  first  quality,  which  originated  in  Maine. 
Tree  hardy,  i-igorous,  and  productive.  Fruit  medium  to  large, 
nearly  round,  with  a  thin  tender  skin,  yellow,  dotted  and  marbled 
with  red  on  the  sunny  side,  and  covered  with  a  thin  bloom. 
Flesh  yellow,  juicy,  sweet,  and  high  flavoured.  Season,  last  of 
August. 

Po7id*s  Seedling, 

Of  English  origin.  Tree  vigorous  and  productive.  Fruit  very 
Jarge,  oval,  and  of  a  bright  red  colour  with  a  whitish  bloom. 
Flesh  yellow,  a  little  coarse,  juicy,  and  sweet,  but  not  of  first  quality. 
Season,  middle  of  September. 

Duane^s  Purple, 

An  American  plum  which  originated  in  New  York.  Tree  a 
vigorous  grower  and  Droductive.  Fruit  large,  oval  or  oblong, 
swollen  on  one  side  of  the  suture,  of  a  reddish  purple  colour  wim 
yellow  specks,  and  a  lilac  bloom.  Flesh  dark  yellowish,  juicy, 
sprightly,  and  moderately  sweet.  Season,  middle  to  end  of 
August. 

Bradshaw. 

Tree  a  vigorous  grower  and  heavy  bearer.  Fruit,  large  obovate, 
of  a  dark  reddish  purple  colour  covered  with  a  light  blue  bloom. 
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Flesh  yellowish,  rather  coarse,  juicy,  sweet,  and 
August 

Columbia, 


Season,       »*'*^«^ 

ON 

Fruits. 


An  American  variety  which  (Hriginaled  in  New  York.  Tree 
vigorous  and  productive.  Fruit  very  large,  nearly  globular, 
brownish  purple  with  a  blue  bloom.  Flesh  orange  coloured,  not 
very  juicy,  but  sweet  and  rich  when  fully  ripe.  Season,  August 
and  oeptember. 

Sharpens  Emperor  {Victoria). 

An  Englbh  variety.  Tree  vigorous  and  productive.  Fruit 
large,  neany  oval,  colour  light  lilac  and  [Nirple  on  a  yellow  ground, 
covered  with  lilac  bloom.  Flesh  yellow,  coarse,  not  very  juicy  or 
sugary.    Of  medium  quality.     Season,  middle  of  September. 

Washififfton, 

An  American  variety  which  originated  in  New  York.  Tree 
a  strong  grovrer  but  only  a  moderate  bearer.  Fruit  large,  nearly 
round,  of  a  deep  yellow  colour,  with  a  pale  crimson  blush  or  crim- 
son dots.  Flesh  yellow,  fine  grained,  sweet,  and  luscious.  Season, 
middle  to  end  of  August 

Princess  Yellow  Gage. 

An  American  plum  which  originated  on  Long  Island,  New  York. 
Tree  hardy  and  productive.  Fruit  of  medium  size,  a  deep  yellow 
colour,  with  a  whitish  bloom.  Flesh  yellow,  rich,  and  sweet 
Season  early  in  August 


A  European  plum 


Yelhw  Egg. 
Tree  a  fine  grower  and  good  bearer. 


Fruit 


ver}'  large,  oval,  yellow  with  niunerous  white  dots  and  a  thin  white 
bloom.  Flesh  yellow,  rather  a<ud  until  fully  ripe.  Highly 
esteemeil  as  a   cooking  and   preserving  plum.     Season   late   in 


August 


Coe*s  Golden  Drop 

An  English  variety.  Tree  vigorous  and  productive.  Fruit 
large,  oval,  with  a  well-marked  suture,  pale  yellow,  wilh  dark  red 
spots  on  the  sunny  side.  Flesh  yellow,  rather  firm,  adheres  to  the 
stont,  rich,  sweet,  and  of  good  flavour.     Season,  late  in  August. 


The  Quince. 

Quinces  are  grown  in  the  Niagara  Peninsula,  but  not  in  any 
large  quantity  and  only  for  home  market.     The  varieties  chiefly . 
cultivated  are  the  Orange  Quince  and  Rea's  Mammoth. 

Y 


O     51507. 
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Kbport  The  Cherry. 

ON 

Canidia^  The  cherry  succeeds  well  in  most  of  the  milder  sections  in 
Fetots.  Ontario  and  Quebec,  yields  large  and  regular  crops  in  some  pans 
of  Nova  Scotia,  and  all  the  varieties  succeed  when  in  British 
Columbia. 

Of  the  Bigarrean  or  Heart  cherries  the  following  are  cultivated 
in  Ontario,  the  home  market  being  supplied  chiefly  from  those 
districts  adjacent  to  the  great  lakes,  particularly  along  the  Niagara 
peninsula : — Black  Eagle,  Black  Tartarian,  Downer  s  Late  Red, 
Governor  Wood,  Knignt's  Early  Black,  Napoleon  Bigarrean,  and 
Tradescant's  Black  Heart. 

Of  the  Duke's  and  Morello's  those  mostly  cultivated  are  early 
Richmond,  May  Duke,  English  Morello,  and  the  common  Red  or 
Kentish  cherry. 

Several  varieties  are  grown  in  great  abundance  in  the  Annapolis 
Valley  in  Nova  Scotia,  particularly  about  the  Beai*  river  district. 
They  are  said  to  be  uniformly  productive  and  profitable.  They 
are  chiefly  seedling  fruits,  the  relative  qualities  of  which  have  not 
yet  been  fully  determined. 

In  British  Columbia  all  varieties  of  the  cherry  grow  most 
luxuriantly  and  produce  heavy  crops. 

The  Apricot. 

The  Apricot  is  cultivated  to  a  very  limited  extent  in  Ontario, 
chiefly  along  the  Niagara  peninsula.  This  fruit  could  be  grown 
in  large  quantities  in  British  Columbia  where  it  succeeds  well. 
Breda,  Early  Golden,  and  Moorpark  are  the  varieties  which  have 
been  chiefly  tested. 

The  Nectarine. 

This  fruit  is  only  occasionally  met  with,  grown  in  the  Niagara 
district  and  on  the  shores  of  Lake  Huron  about  Qoderich. 

The  Peach. 

The  peach  is  grown  to  a  considerable  extent  along  the  borders 
of  Lakes  Erie,  Huron,  and  Ontario,  but  especially  in  the  Niagara 
peninsula.  The  crop  is  almost  entirely  consumed  in  the  home 
market.  The  varieties  chiefly  grown  are  the  Early  and  Late 
Crawford,  Early  Canada,  Honest  John,  Early  Beatrice,  Hale's 
Early,  Lemon  Cling,  and  Royal  George. 

The  Gbape. 

But  a  few  years  ago  it  was  held  that  the  climate  of  Canada  was 
quite  unsuited  to  grape  culture ;  that  the  winter  season  was  too 
cold,  and  the  summer  too  short,  to  permit  of  the  healthy  growth  of 
the  vine  and  the  ripening  of  the  fruit  Now  many  hundreds  of 
tons  are  annually  grown,  and  the   Canadian  market,  which   was 
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formerly  supplied  almost  entirely  from  the  United  States,  is  now       Rbpobt 
cheaply  and  abundantly  furnished  with  home-ffrown  fruit.      This      _   ^^ 
change  has  been  mainly  brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  new       Faurra. 
and   earlier   ripening  sorts,    produced   from  native  wild  grapes         — . 
crossed  with  foreign  varieties.     The  following  are  among  the  most 
popular  and  widely  cultivated  sorts,  all  of  which  are  grown  in  the 
open  air  and  ripened   without   artificial   aid: — Agawam,  Barry, 
Clinton,     Concord,     Delaware,     Massasoit,    Merrimac,    Wilder, 
Moore's    Early,    Worden,    Burmet,    Brighton,   Niagara,   Early 
Victor,  Jessica, 


The  Gooseberry. 

English  gooseberries  are  not  generally  grown  with  much  success 
in  Canada,  for  the  reason  that  the  berries  mildew  before  they 
reach  maturity  and  drop  from  the  bunches  ;  but  there  are  several 
excellent  sorts  of  a  smaller  size  which  do  exceedingly  well  and 
bear  large  crops  of  very  good  fruit.  These  have  been  produced 
by  improving  the  native  gooseberries  by  croes-fertilising  with  the 
larger  English  varieties  and  by  selection.  Chief  among  these  are 
Downing's  Seedling,  Smith's  Improved,  Houghton's  Seedling,  and 
American  Seedling,  all  of  which  are  very  prolific,  are  grown  in 
large  quantities  for  the  home  market,  and  freely  used  by  the 
people  of  Canada. 


The  Black  Currant. 

Tliis  fruit  is  also  grown  with  universal  success.  The  Black 
Naples  is  the  variety  chiefly  cultivated,  but  the  wild  black  currants 
of  the  North-west,  Hibes  hudsonianum  and  JL  Jloridum^  are 
highly  esteemed  throughout  Manitoba  and  the  territories,  and 
Hudsonianum  is  being  cultivated  by  many  with  success.  It  is 
believed  to  be  a  heavier  bearer  than  the  Black  Naples ;  has  a 
stronger  flavour  when  eaten  fresh,  but  when  made  into  jelly  or 
preserve  is  fully  equal  in  quality  to  the  Black  Naples. 


The  Red  and  White  Currant. 

Many  varieties  of  these  useful  fruits  are  grown  with  much 
success  in  every  part  of  the  Dominion.  They  succeed  not  only  in 
the  Maritime  and  Central  Provinces  and  British  Columbia,  but 
also  remarkably  well  in  Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Territories, 
bearing  large  crops,  which  are  grown  chiefly  for  family  use,  and  to 
supply  the  local  markets. 

Those  most  esteemed,  Victoria,  Fay's  Prolific,  Versailles,  Cherry, 
Red  Dutch,  and  White  Grape. 
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The  Baspbekby. 

Manj  sorts  of  this  useful  fruit  are  cultivated  for  market  in 
Canada,  and  also  for  canning.  The  red  varieties,  most  hardy  and 
productive,  owe  their  parentage  to  the  native  red  raspberry,  Ruhus 
stugosuiy  from  which  Uiey  have  been  produced  by  cross-fertilisation 
and  selection.  The  European  sorts,  derived  from  Rubus  idaeus, 
are  not  uniformly  hardy,  in  some  localities  they  do  well,  but  in 
others  they  suffer  from  the  climate,  the  canes  being  partially 
winter-killed  when  low  temperatures  prevail  in  the  absence  of  deep 
enow. 

The  red  varieties  chiefly  grown  are  Turner  Cuthbert,  Philadel- 
phio.  Brandy  Wine,  Clarke,  Niagara,  and  Shaffer's  Colossal.  Of 
white  varieties,  Caroline  and  Bu  tickle's  Orange. 

The  black  cap  raspben-ies  are  derived  from  Rubus  occidentalism 
and  the  following  are  among  those  most  esteemed  : — Mammoth 
Cluster,  Gregg  Tyler,  Ohio  Hilbon,  and  Davison's  Thomless. 

Several  varieties  of  the  large  cultivated  blackberry  succeeded 
well  in  Ontario,  Nova  Scotia,  and  British  Columbia.  The  Kitta- 
linny  and  Wilson's  Early  bear  heavy  crops  in  some  localities,  but 
tlie  Snyder,  although  not  quite  so  large,  is  more  generally  grown 
on  account  of  its  greater  hardiness  and  uniform  productiveness. 
Many  other  sorts  are  being  tested  in  different  parts  of  the 
Dominion. 

The  Strawberry 

Is  perhaps  more  generally  and  extensively  cultivated  than  any 
other  of  the  small  fruits.  Bipening  early  in  the  summer  when  no 
other  fruits  are  in  season,  they  are  universally  appreciated  and  in 
great  demand  ;  iliou>ands  of  bushels  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  towns 
.and  cities,  and  large  quantities  are  preserved  or  canned  for  use  later 
in  the  season.  There  are  from  40  to  50  varieties  in  general  culti- 
vation, the  most  jK>pular  of  which  are  the  following: — Atlantic, 
Bidwell,  Cumberland  Triumph,  Crescent,  Cornelia,  Charles 
Downing,  Daniel  Boone,  Early  Canada,  Glendale,  James  Vick, 
JTersey  Queen,  Manchester,  Mrs.  Garfield,  President  Wilder, 
Sharpless,  and  Wilson's  Albany. 


Wild  Fruits, 
The  Blueberry. 

Under  this  general  term  the  fruits  of  several  species  of  Vaccinium 
arc  included,  which  are  found  growing  in  nil  parts  of  Canada,  but 
most  abundantly  in  rocky  and  sand^  districts.  ITic  varieties 
which  yield  the  larger  part  of  the  fruit  found  in  commerce  are 
Vaccinium  Canadense,  V,  Fennsylvanicum,  and  V,  corymbosum. 
Immense  quantities  of  blueberries  are  sent  to  the  cities  and  towns 
of  Canada,  being  gatheretl  by  the  settlers  in  the  back  townships 
and  by  the  Indians. 
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This  fruit  is  nearly  oblong  in  form,  varies  in  size  from  a  quarter 
to  three-eighths  of  an  iiich  in  diameter^  and  is  of  a  dark  blue 
colour,  generally  covered  with  a  light  bloom.  The  skin  is  thin, 
and  the  pulp  sweet  and  melting,  with  very  small  seeds,  and  a 
pleasant  acidulous  taste.  A  valuable  wild  fruit,  much  eaten  in  the 
raw  state,  also  in  pies  and  tarts  ;  they  are  also  canned  for  winter 
use. 

The  Saskatoon  Berry. 

Tills  is  known  also  under  the  name  of  Poire.  It  is  the  produce 
of  Amelanchier  alnifolia,  and  is  found  growing  over  the  whole  of 
Manitoba  and  the  North-west  Territories.  The  shrub  varies  in 
height  in  different  localities  as  well  as  in  the  size  of  the  fruit  and 
shape  of  the  leaves.  The  berries  are  usually  about  half  an  inch 
long  and  one-third  less  in  diameter ;  it  is  rather  iniiipid  to  the  taste^ 
but  is  sweet  and  nutritious.  It  is  used  by  the  settlers  both  fresh 
and  preserved,  and  by  the  Indians  dried  and  fresh. 

The  Cranberry. 

Cranberries  are  the  fruit  of  Oxycuccns  macrocarpus  and 
O.  vulgaris  ;  they  grow  in  great  abundance  in  many  parts  of  the 
Dominion^  especially  in  the  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  where  they 
are  an  important  article  of  export.  O,  macrocarpus  furnishes  the 
larger  portion  of  the  crop  marketed. 

Other  Wild  Fruits. 

In  addition  to  the  wild  fruits  already  referred  to,  wild  plums 
occur  in  abundance  in  most  of  the  provinces,  and  in  some  districts 
are  brought  to  market  in  large  quantities.  Although  only  one  species 
is  recognised,  the  fruit  varies  both  in  size  and  colour  in  a  remark- 
able manner.  The  colours  are  red,  yellow,  and  dark  bluish-purple, 
and  the  quality  and  character  of  the  flesh  varies  also.  In  size  they 
range  from  half  an  inch  to  an  inch  in  diameter,  varying  in  form 
from  round  to  oval. 

Several  species  of  the  wild  cherries  are  also  abundant,  notably 
Prnnus  virgtniana,  P.  serotina,  and  P.  demissa.  The  latter,  which  is 
believed  to  be  the  species  that  grows  chiefly  in  the  North-west 
Territories,  is  the  only  sort  eaten,  although  the  fruit  of  P.  serotina 
is  sold  in  the  markets  and  used  for  making  cordials  similar  to 
cherry  brandy. 

The  wild  smooth  gooseberry,  Bibes  oxycanthrides,  although  of 
very  small  size,  is  a  marketable  product  in  the  Province  of  Quebec, 
and  is  said  to  be  equal  in  flavour  to  the  cultivated  sorts.  The  form 
found  in  the  Maritime  provinces  produces  larger  fruit  and  appears 
to  be  equally  productive. 

Wild  raspberries  and  strawbenies  both  find  their  way  to  the 
markets  in  the  towns  and  rural  districts  in  very  large  quantities, 
especially  the  raspberry.  They  are  partly  consumed  in  the  fresh 
state  and  the  remainder  canned  or  preserved. 
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Quertf  2. — During  what  months  are  tlie  chief  fruits  obtainable; 
what  quantities  of  each  approximately  are  available  for  export ; 
and  what  are  the  wholesale  prices  locally? 

The  early  apples  begin  to  ripen  in  August,  and  some  of  the 
later  winter  sorts  will  keep  in  a  cool  cellar  in  good  condition  until 
the  following  June ;  tlie  greater  [part]  of  the  crop,  however,  is 
shipped  during  the  month  of  October. 

Pears  vary  much  in  time  of  ripening,  and  cover  the  season  from 
August  to  February.  Plums  ripen  in  August  and  September, 
Cherries  in  June  and  July.  The  apricots  ripen  a  week  or  two 
before  the  early  plums,  and  the  nectarine  comes  in  the  middle  of 
the  peach  season,  which  extends  from  the  latter  part  of  August  to 
the  end  of  September. 

Grapes  ripen  in  September,  and  some  of  the  varieties,  if  stored  in 
a  cool  place,  may  be  kept  in  good  condition  until  the  end  of 
December.  Gooseberries  ripen  in  July,  and  black  and  red 
currants  during  the  same  month.  The  raspberries  begin  to  ripen 
(luring  the  last  week  in  June  and  continue  until  the  middle  of 
July.  The  early  strawberries  are  marketable  about  the  middle 
i)f  June,  and  the  later  varieties  prolong  the  season  until  about  the 
middle  of  July. 

The  quantities  available  vary  much,  depending  upon  the 
character  of  the  season.  The  exports  daring  1885  much  exceeded 
those  of  1884,  while  the  crop  of  1886,  being  larger  than  the  two 
preceding  years,  will  show  a  much  greater  increase.  The  local 
wholesale  prices  of  apples  vary  from  one  dollar  and  a  half  to  two 
dollars  per  bvrcl ;  pears  from  one  to  two  dollars  per  bushel ;  plums 
from  one  to  two  dollars  per  bushel ;  cherries  from  five  to  ten  cents 
per  quart ;  peaches  from  two  to  three  dollars  per  bushel ;  grapes 
from  four  to  eight  cents  per  pound ;  raspberries  from  six  to  ten 
cents  per  quart ;  currants  and  gooseberries  from  five  to  eight  cents 
per  quart ;  and  strawberries  from  six  to  eight  cents  per  quart. 

Query  3. — What  fruits  are  at  present  exported  (1)  iu  a  fresh  or 
(2)  in  a  preserved  state?  Please  state  the  destination,  the  quan- 
tity, and  the  estimated  value  of  each  port. 

The  exports  of  fresh  fruits  for  the  year  ending  on  the  30th  June 
1886  were  as  follows: — Apples  to  Great  Britain,  176,505  barrels, 
value  i?410,898 ;  to  the  United  States,41,407  barrels,value  ^55,302 ; 
to  other  countries ;  4,831  barrels,  value  J?10,804.  Other  fruits  were 
exported  of  the  following  value : — To  Great  Britain,  ;^38  ;  to  the 
TJ  nited  States,  ;?22,064 ;  to  other  countries,  g492. 

Query  4. — Are  all  or  any  of  the  fruits  mentioned  above  capable 
of  being  produced  in  much  larger  quantities  than  at  present?  If 
so,  what  steps  are  necessary  to  start  or  develop  a  fruit  trade,  and 
what  inducements,  if  any,  do  local  men  specially  desire  to  open  or 
extend  a  trade  in  fresh  or  preserved  fruits  either  with  the  Mother 
Country  or  neighbouring  Stales  ? 

All  the  fruits  mentioned  are  capable  of  being  produced  in  much 
larger  quantities  than  at  present,  mdeed  there  is  no  practical  limit 
to  the  capacity  of  Canada  for  the  production  of  fruit.  A  very  large 
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number  of  young  orchard  trees  are  being  planted  annually,  which 
will  shortly  result  in  a  greatly  increased  yield.  The  experience 
gained  during  the  recent  Colonial  and  Indian  Exhibition  in 
London  has  shown  the  importance  of  cold  storage  in  the  trans- 
portation of  fruit,  especially  of  the  early  ripening  sorts,  and  it  is 
highly  desirable  that  facilities  in  this  direction  should  be  offered 
to  the  fruit  growers  of  Canada  so  as  to  stimulate  the  exj^ort  of 
autumn  fruits. 

The  Qovernment  of  Canada  are  establishing  in  most  of  the 
larger  provinces  experimental  farms^  where  many  experiments 
in  fruit  production  will  be  carried  on,  new  and  promising  fruits 
introduced  from  all  parts  of  the  world  with  the  view  of  enlarging 
the  area  of  fruit  culture  and  increasing  production.  With  suitable 
information  given  as  to  the  most  profitable  sorts  to  grow,  and  the 
excellent  facilities  now  provided  for  rapid  transport,  it  is  believed 
that  the  energy  of  Canadian  fruit  growers  will  furnish  all  the 
other  stimulus  needed  to  enlarge  and  extend  this  important  branch 
of  agricultural  industry,  and,  with  reasonable  facilities,  furnish 
supplies  for  all  the  markets  which  may  be  open  to  them. 

Query  5.  — What  fruits  are  now  imported  into  the  Colony 
either  fresh  or  preserved  ?  Please  state  kind,  quantity,  and  value, 
and  the  market  from  whence  derived. 

The  imports  of  such  fruits  into  Canada  (as  might  in  large  pro- 
portion be  grown  here)  for  the  year  ended  June  30th,  1886,  were 
as  follows : — Apples  from  the  United  States,  31,575  barrels,  value 
563,775  ;  small  fruits,  viz.,  blackberries,  gooseberries,  raspberries, 
and  strawberries,  from  the  United  States,231,378  lbs., value i^23,557; 
cherries  and  currants,  from  the  United  States,  51,085  quarts,  value 
;5I4,914  ;  cranberries,  plums,  and  quinces,  from  the  United  States, 
17,170  bushels,  value  ^$134,650;  from  Newfoundland,  15  bushels, 
value  ,$13 ;  grapes  from  the  United  States,  389,868  lbs.,  value 
;g27,340;  peaches  from  the  United  States,  592,880  lbs.,  value 
;g42,571. 

Canned  fruits  from  Great  Britain,  1,512  lbs.,  value  ^^149  ;  from 
the  United  States,  592,391  lbs.,  value  j^34,495. 

Query  6. — Please  add  any  special  points  of  interest  connected 
with  the  fruits  of  the  Colony  herein  reported  upon  which  are 
desirable  to  place  on  record. 

It  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  green 
or  fresh  fruits  imported  into  Canada  from  the  United  States 
consist  of  early  ripening  sorts,  which  are  obtainable  from  the 
southern  portions  of  that  Republic  several  weeks  in  advance  of 
Canadian  fruits,  and  are  in*  demand  chiefly  among  those  classes 
^  of  the  community  who  can  afford  to  pay  for  such  luxuries  out  of 
6eason. 

(Signed)        Wm.  Saunders. 
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